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FORGOTTEN TRAILS 
A HISTORY OF 0A!.t COUNTY, ALABAMA 

FT RUCKER 

L ____ _ 1824 - 1965 DALE COUNTY, ALA8AMA 
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RELICIOUS H ER IT\CE OF DALE COUNTY 183 
DALE COUNTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

1908 

The first session of the Dale County Baptist Association was 
held in 1908 at the Daleville Baptist C hurch. W. W. ~lorris ser­
ved as moderator; S . J. C hapman as clerk and treasurer. An 
offering of S29.26 was received for foreign missions. The committee 
on ministerial education repor led that there were fourteen Baptist 
ministers at the Newton Baptist School and 40 attending Howard 
College. 

At the 1964 session held with Hillcrest Baptist Church and 
Mount Liberty Baptist Church plans were set in motion for the 
Centennial session of the association to be held with Newton , 
Ozark and Pleasant Grove Baptist churches. Rev. L. Don Miley 
was appointed as Centennial Historian . 

DALE COU TY BAPTIST CH URCHES 

October 1. 1965 

CHURCH DATE ORGANIZED PASTOR 
Ariton 1898 J . L. Will is 
Bethel 1870 Roy Hayes 
Camp Ground 1929 \-Vallace Duke 
Cedar G rove 1878 Ruben Davis 
Chalkhead 1893 Fred Williams 
Daleville 1854 John Hardwick 
Ebenezer 1842 J. B. Spurlin 
Elam 1859 Earnest Lanier 
Hillcrest 1932 H . D. Turner 
Macedonia 1902 C ullen Andrews 
Midland City 1895 W. H . Waters 
Midway 1910 Jim Strength 
Morgan 1913 L. D . Woodham, Sr. 
Mount Enon 1895 Paul Johnston 
Mount Pisgah 1849 \V. A. Baker 
Mount Zion 1858 Tom Thomas 
Mount Libe rty 1880 Floyd Porter 
New Hope 1869 C. R . Johnson 
Newton 1840 J . A. Mitchell 
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Ozark 1848 L. Don ~liley 
Peniel 1854 L. D . Woodham

1 
Sr. 

Pinckard 1891 A. L. Hayes 
Pleasant Grove 1888 J . C. Ogg 
Post Oak 1931 Arthur Emfinger 
Providence 1849 Huron Polnac 
Rocky Head 1889 Henry Rayford 
Rocky ~fount 1896 Andrew Marshall 
Ridgecrest 1960 H . R . Naberhuis 
Salem 1868 Bobby Andrews 
Southside 1949 William Snellgrove 

The total ml"mbership of the Baptist churches in 1965 was 
8,287. Sundar school enrollment was 5,181 and total gifts were 
$310,615. 

J ohnie Walker serves as associational missionary. 

PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCHES 

There are three active Primitive Baptist churches m Dale 
County. 

The oldest church is Pleasan t Grove Primitive Baptist Church 
of Ozark. This church was const ituted in 1840 and is believed to 
be the oldest church in the county that is still active. The present 
membership is abou t 40 members. Elder S. W. Ethridge is the 
pastor. The church meets for worship each third Saturday and 
Sunday of the month. 

T he Union Primitive Baptist Church at Midland City was con­
stituted in 1894. There are about 40 members and Elder S. W. 
Ethridge is the pastor. The church meets each first Sunday of the 
month . 

The Ozark Primitive Baptist Church was constituted November 
1, 1909 with six charter members. Today their membership is a­
bout 52 members. Elder George R . Daniel is the pastor of the 
church . The church meets each Sunday for worship a t eleven in 
the morning and seven in the evening. 

There have been other Primitive Baptist churches in the 
county. Genera lly the membership has been small . 

OZARK PRESBYTERIAN CH URCH 

The Ozark Presbyterian Church was organized in 1889. The 



HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

Asa Woodham 

is referred to as a Trustee of the M. E. 

Church in 1838 

DArlington County 

Deed Book N, 

page 143 



DARLINGTON COUNTY , SOUTH CAROLINA 

HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH , SOUTH 

Hebron Methodist Episcopal CHurch, South was established in what 
is now the Stokes Bridge Community. This area i n 1840 was part of 
DArlington county , South Carolina. Today, it is part of 
Lee County . 

The 1840 membership roll of Hebron Methodist Church included the 
following: 

Asa Woodham, C. L. 

Jared Woodham 

Laney Woodham 

Th e 1840 membership roll :ts the oldes-t members·hio list known 
for Hebron Methodist Church. 

Reference : 

Darlington Methodist Church Circuit Records 
1839~1866, page 58 



1874 MEMBERSHIP ROLL 

HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

Darlington County, South Carolina 
(area now is part of 
Lee County , South Carolina) 

Minutes of the Hebron Methodist Episcopal Church, South for 1874: 

Members of the Church: 

Laney Woodham [ /111. s • L}J II y./ OOc h1tu1 J 

H. Middleton Woodham C }l /Al <,Id h lh,,J "t, 11 P'J, l' C ( 1 Or' 

John E . Woodham [ hh,. £ d UN ,_J 

Chas . Welbourne Woodham 

A. Edward Woodham ,, /l fJ,~ 

Sarah Woodham L M tl $ Juh "' ! d w /J /l J} 

Laney E. Woodham lrtt-i,~'- fl z1;/;17t/ 
1 

r!/)11, 'J Joh /V rJ .. A. cf) 

Elizabeth M. Woodham [IYl/l ( ///(} f J.,,.,,, d 

M. Woodham 

Elizabeth Woodham 



Ella 

Jane 

HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

Darlington County, South Carolina 
(area now part of 
Lee County, South Carolina 

1879 Church Minutes of Hebron Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

Members of the Church, 1879: 

c . Woodham 

Woodham 



HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

DArlington County, South Carolina 
(area now part of 
Lee County, South Carolina) 

Hebron Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Church Minutes of 1880 

Members of the Church, 1880: 

Queen s. Woodham 



HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH , SOUTH 

Darlington County , South Carolina 
(area now part of 
Lee County, South Carolina) 

1881 Church Minutes of Hebron Methodist Episcopal Church , South 

Members of the Church, 1881: 

Lula L. Woodham 



JOHN EDWARD WOODHAM 

HEBRON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 

1880 

John E. Woodham 

is mentioned as a Trustee of the M. E . 

Church in 1880 

I ~ {?) 
page 557 



MEMORIES OF HEBRON METHODIST CHURCH 

by 

SARAH MARTYN WOODHAM 

t Martyn) 

l Mrs. Benjamin Franklin Skinner Junior) 

Hebron Methodist Church, Stokes Bridge Community, Lee County, 
South Carolina. 

This church was founded in the early 1800's and was known for 
many years as Skinner's Meeting House. 
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MEMORIES 

Whe.n I wa.o CUi k.e.d .to ~e. a. 6 e.w me.mo.,i,M o 6 .the. tje.OJL.6 I ha.d pl..a.tje.d 

.the. p,<,.a.no a..t He.bit.on, I c.ould a.1.mo.6.t he.AA a.nd .6e.e. mtJ Au..n.t Eva 

Vowling Woodham po,i_n;t,i_ng heA 6-<.ngeA a..t me. a.nd .6a.tJ-<.ng , " I .told tJ0u.. 

-00". She. ha.d a.dv~ e.d me. .to j o.t down .th-<.ng.6 .tha..t ha.ppe.ne.d e.a.c.h datJ, 

da..tu, b~gh.t .6atJ-<.ng.6 06 .the. c.hildli.e.n a.nd a.ntj.th-<.ng~ e.ve.n -i..6 d .6e.e.me.d 

in.-0-<.gn-<.6,i,,c.an.t. She. .t,a.,i,d, "You. .th-<.nk. tJ0u.. W-<il. 1t.e.me.mbeA, bu.t IJ0U.. won ' .t . " 

How ~ue.! I didn ' t and now I don'.t Jt.e.me.mbeA. 

Mtj love. 601t. He.bit.on Chult.c.h (no.t Un-i...te.d .the.n) be.gan a..t an e.Mltj a.ge., 

in 6a.c.t , I .th-<.nk. d wa.o boJt.n in me.. I 1t.e.me.mbeA mtJ G1ta.ndmo.theA, 

La.n-<.e. He.Mon Woodham, .tel.ling about .the. qu..a.Jt..teAltj me.mng.6 a..t He.bit.on . 

The.tj ha.d "dinneA on .the. g1t.ou..nd-O " and .6he. c.~e.d a .t.Jt.unk. 06 6ood in.-0.te.a.d 

06 a. c.oveAe.d fuh. The. .t.Jt.unk. wa.o pla.c.e.d on .the. bu..ggtJ w.Lt.h ill the. 

c.hildlt.e.n who weAe. hanging on .to wha..te.veA .the.tj c.ould .to k.e.e.p 61t.om 

6a.l.li.ng o 6 6. 

Tho-0 e. weAe. g1t.e.a..t da.tJ-0! 06 c.ouJt.-Oe. I c.an ' .t 1t.e.me.mbeA wha..t ha.ppe.ne.d whe.n 

I wa.o a. ..toddleA. Ma.ma. did .te,U me. .tha..t Jane. Be.Mle.y ( now Vu..k.e.) and I 

weAe. -00 ba.d we. jM..t wouldn ' t .oil in c.huJt.c.h. Ma.ma. .t,a.,i,d .tha..t when -0he. 

ha.d .t.o .ta.k.e. me. ou.t, -0 he. would me.et Co Min AuJt.e,Ua. b~nging Jane. in, 

and whe.n -0he. b1t.ou..gh.t me. ba.c.k. in .t.he. c.huJt.c.h, .6he. would me.e...t CoMin 

AuJt.e,Ua. .ta.k.-<.ng Jane. ba.c.k. ou.t. I.t WCUi hilM-i..oM .to he.AA .th-<.6 .told 

bu.t wa.o no.t. 6u..nntJ -<.n .t.he. le.CUi..t .to .the.m a..t .tha..t time.. 

I be.lie.ve. I wa.o ugh.t IJe.a/L.6 old whe.n I joine.d .the. c.hult.c.h. Mir.. He.nlt.tJ 

wa.o ouJt. pCUi.to1t. and I love.d him bee.a.Me. he. WCUi -0u..c.h a. k.-<.nd a.nd ge.n..tle. 

pe.Jt.-O o n . 

I 1t.e.me.mbeA .tha..t dM-<.ng .the. w,i,n.teA whe.n we. we.n.t .to c.hult.c.h (in .the. a.6.teAnoon) 

Mme.one. would ma.k.e. a. 6,t/t.e. -<.n .the. po.tbe.R.lie.d .6tove. a.nd Mua..lly by the. 

time. c.hult.c.h WCUi oveA we. would be. 6e.e.ling .the. WMm.th. 

Vu.lung ;the. .6 umm eA mo n.th-0 we. .6 a..t on .the. a.ud,i,;to-'l..,WJn-.type. .6 e..a,u, wh-<.c. h 

llmeU.e.d 06 vMn-<.-0h, a.nd ouJt. ba.c.lu would be. .6Wc.k .to ;the.m when we. .6tood 

up ;to .6ing. Howe.veA
1 

the. 6u..neAa.l pMloM a.nd 6UJt.n-<.WJt.e. .6.toJt.U i<e.p.t 

the. c.huJt.c.h .6u..pplie.d wdh nic.e. 6a.n.-0 wdh be.a.uti6ul B-<.blic.a.l p-<.c..t.uJt.u 

on the.m a.nd I 1t.e.me.mbeA Ma.ma. 6a.nn.ing me. a..ll dwung c.hult.c.h . 
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I 6 anyone. in the. c.hwtc.h WM 6e.e.ling the. le.Mt bd dlwW.6 y they ,{ftlme.cua.tely 

c.a.me. to a.tte.n,l,(.on when Mtr. . Va.Mo Mooll.e. blew h.ui no6e.. He. WM the. 6M.he1t 

06 Aunt Elta. Woodham who ha.d c.ha.ll.ge. 06 the. e.Mliut mu.6ic. tha.t I c.a.n 

1te.me.mbe1t . She. WM the. mothe1t o 6 John, HAAve.y a.nd Ja.c.k. a.nd WM mM/t..(.e.d to 

my G1ta.nd6a.the1t'6 b1tothe1t, Unc.le. E1tnut Woodham . I would love. t o k.now 

how ma.ny ye.a.Jt,6 6he. 6a.dh6ully 6e1tve.d He.blLon ChWtc.h but I don't . Aunt 

EM p.la.ye.d a.nd 6a.ng wilh all. he1t he.Mt a.nd tioul. 

"Wha.,t. a. 6/t..(.e.nd we. have. in Juu.6, 
All oWt 6iM a.nd g/t.{.e.66 to be.AA, 
All be.c.a.u.6 e. we. do not c.Mll.y 
Eve.ll.yth-<.ng :to God in pita.ye.IL . " 

Wha.t a. glLe.M. hymn! It 1.ie.e.me.d M i6 we. 6ang d e.ve.ll.y Sunday a.nd d hM 

al..wa.y6 6e.e.me.d lik.e. a He.blLon the.me. 1.iong :to me. . 

The. 6 e.llvic.u Welte. not p.la.nne.d p1Le.v-<.ou.6ly, OIL d -6 e.e.me.d tha.,t. wa.y . I 

ILe.me.mbe.ll. when e.v e.ll.ybody wou.1..d g e.t in the. c.hwtc.h j u.6:t be. 6 olLe. "plLe.a.c.h-<.ng" 

6-tMte.d, Aunt EM would 6ta.nd up in the. c.ho.{./t a.nd motion wdh he.IL Mnge.ll. 

601t cu.66e.1Le.nt onu in the. c.onglLe.ga.tion to c.ome. up a.nd 6ing . Some. c.a.me. 

a.nd 6ome. cudn' t but 6he. u.6uail.y k.new wh-<.c.h onu to c.all. . It WM qude 

a.n honoll. to be. invde.d into the. c.ho,(./!. a.nd I gue..66 1.iome. pe.oplu, ' 6e.e.ling6 

We.Ile. hUl!.t be.c.a.u.6e. maybe. the.y Welte. ne.ve.ll. Mk.e.d. 

La.tell on, my 6,Wte.ll., Ele.a.noll. Woodham, p.la.ye.d but I don't k.now how long 

olL wha.t ye.AA. MAAy Mozingo, Mildll.e.d Sm-U:h'.ti -6,Wte.ll., p.la.ye.d 1.iome. wo. 

Both my 6,Wte.ll. a.nd MAAy ILe.c.uve.d mu.6ic. de.glLe.e..6 61Lom Coke.IL College. M 

a.6,te.ll. thw g1ta.dua.tion the.y we.nt 066 :to te.a.c.h . 

Al.> I th-<.nk. ba.c.k., I 1te.a.lize.J tha.t we. had .tiome. plLe.tttJ good mu.6ic. ye.a.M 

a.go. My Aunt HM.tie. He.Mon VuRant, a. ve.ll.y :ta.le.nte.d pe.ll.6on in many 

wa.y6, would b/t..(.ng he.IL violin and 6he. and G.la.dy6 Be.Mle.y would p.la.y 6-<-ne. 

du W . I 1te.me.m bell a. MIL . Va. v ,i,,6 WM o Wt m..(.nA.Ate.ll. a.,t. tha.t ,t,UTle. a.nd he. 

begged them to p.la.tj moll.e. o6te.n be.c.a.u.6e. he. e.njoye.d thw mu.6ic. -6 0 muc.h. 

Edwa.Jtcune. Sk.-<.nne.ll. would de.light LJ...6 wdh .&olo6 oc.c.a.ti-<.onall.y a.nd 1 a.lwa.y-0 

look.e.d 6oltWO.ll.d to 6e.ung he1t be.~6ul W-<..de.-b/!.,UTlme.d ha.t.6. MM . Be.-66.(.e 

H,(_c.k.6 ac.c.ompa.>1..(.e.d he1t. Some.,t,UTlu Edwaltcune. ' -6 and Ge.Ve.ll' 6 CoLJ...6.(.n MAAgAAe,t 

61tom Columb.(.Q. would 6..(.ng 601t u..6. 1 would go to the. hou.6e. J e.a.n now livu 

-<.n to p1ta.c.tic.e. wilh he1t. One. 6ong I upe.~y ILe.me.mbe.ll. he.IL 6..(.ng,(_ng 

WM "The. Holy Cdy. " 
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I 11.e.me.mbeJt a.tte..ncli..ng Re..vival. Me..w.ng.6 molLMng and Mght and now 

a c.hWt.c.h ~ cli..66ic.u.Lt.y .6c.he..duL<.ng one.. 6011. e.ve..n th4e.e.. OIL 6oWt. Mghu . 

Tho.6e.. Welte.. .the. day.6 .too, whe..n oWt. mo.the/1..6 had no modeJtn c.onve..Me..nc.u 

c.ompMe.d .to now and the.. 6Mmelt.6 6Mme..d on a c.omp.le.te.i.y cli..6 6e1te..n.t .6c.a1.e.. . 

One.. e..vange.,.lw.t 11.e..ally ~p1Le..6.6e..d me.. He.. WcU E. A. Wilku and I c.an 

al.mo.6-t he.AA ~ .6ay,<,ng now, "Lo11.d) .6a.nc.;t,<.6y my li6e. ;th,w day 6011. Thy 

g.lo1t.y . ,, 

I mU/2t have.. .6tM:t.e.d playing .60me.. in my e..M.ly ye.aM 06 h,tgh .6c.hool. I 6 

the.. piaM.6t cli..dn ' ;t .6how up, whoe..veJt WcU theJte.. played and .6ome.;t,<,mu d 

WcU I . I U/2e..d t o wondeJt why e..veJty p11.e..a.c.he1t '.6 W-{.6e.. c.ouf.dn 't play the.. 

p,i_a.no . MM . E. S . VunbM WcU .the.. only one.. -tha.t I 11.e.me.mbe1t who c.ould 

play. She.. WcU an e..xc.e..Ue..n.t aduli Sunday .6c.hool .te.ac.heJt, al..60. We.. 

ha.d a.t one.. ~e. a. m,<,M.6teJt named MIL. BU/2be..e. . H,<,.6 daughteJt , L,i_.llian, 

wouf.d play .6ome.. and I ai.v.Ja.y1.> wonde1te..d how the.. piano .6Wt.vive.d. 

I played 601t. c.hWt.c.h when CM.l PMkeJt W.6 the.. pM.to1t. 6011. He.bit.on and 

Wule..y Chape.i.. One.. Sunday he.. 1.>toppe..d me.. a.6te1t the.. 6A..11.1:it velt.6e.. 06 

"J e..6 U/2 Lo v eJt o 6 My Soul" and .told me. I W1t6 n' .t playing d Ju.g ht. I 

Wlt6 awa.Jte. o 6 -the.. 6a.c..t .tha.t I WcU n' .t 6 oil.oW-{.ng .the.. c.oMe..c..t ~e. o 6 .the. 

hymn but WcU playing d the.. way we.. ha.d ai.v.Ja.y1.> 1.>ung d . It 1t.e..a..tly 

e.mbMM.6e..d me a.nd I cli..dn't c.Me.. too muc.h 601t. the. hymn 01t. .the.. p11.e..a.c.he1t 

a. 6t eJt .tha.t . 

We. move.d .to Ge..01r..ge.town in the. m,i_ddle. 6i6tiu and I be.lie.ve.. Clyde.. 

B11.ook.6 WcU oWt. pa..6.to1r.. the.n. Viue.. Le.e. PJu.ve..:t.te. took oveJt the.. mU/2ic. 

a.nd pla.ye.d un.til we. moved ba.c.k .two and one. hal.6 ye..aM la.teJt. A.6 we..U 

M I c.a.n 11.e.me.mbe1t, ~e.. Gatling had ta.ke..n .the.. job M c.ho,<,IL d,<,/Le.c..to1t. 

a.nd al..60 pla.ye.d the. p,i_a.no 1.>ome.. 

The.. 6w.t Sunday I we..n.t to He..bll.on a.6teJt we.. move..d ba.c.k, 1.>ome.one.. 

,<,n-t/Loduc.e.d me. .to Woodltow Smdh, oWt. m,<,M.6teJt .the.n. I.t m,i_gh.t have 

be.e.n Ila. Ruth who !.>Md, "MIL. Sm,<,,th, f..e;t me.. ,i.n-tll.oduc.e.. you .to OU/t. 

old p,i.a.no pla.ye.1t.". Tha.t WcU e..x.a.c.tiy the. way I 6e.U. 



(4) 

The ancient p,<..a.no had bee.n moved out 06 the. c.ho,Vt and a ne.w one(the 

one. in the bmding now) WlL6 on the 6loo~ in 6~ont 06 the. c.ho,Vt . 

Th~e w~e qtu.te. a 6e.w young people then and Ul.Li.e. wo~ked them 

p~etty ha.ltd. 1 ~ememb~ one nigh,t at c.ho,Vt p~c;t,i,c.e -lihe c.ouidn' t 

get them to be quiet, and -6 he ha the iec.tMn -6 a ha.ltd with uth~ 

h~ hand M book until a neo.Jtiy ei ~ ed U-6 all " out a 6 oM wd-6 ". 

H~ main p~obie.m WlL6 ~ying to 6ind a -liong t o -liing on Sunday that 

ctu.ted Peggy. 

Ov~ the. yeaM we have had many p~og~am.6 , pla.yc and c.antatM 

( Chlu.6tmM and EMt~) . 1 a.i.wa..yei ~ememb~ the c.antata -<.n wh-<.c.h 

Jean eiang " 1n6ant Lowly, 1n6ant Hai r. It WlL6 bea.uti6ui. VMing 

one c.antata Joy .tiwallowed a hMd-bac.ked bug and had to keep -6-<.nging. 

Thoeie w~e g~eat yeaM ! 

We have be.en 6o~nate to have many mini-6teM with good voic.u . Eddie 

Vavi d-6 on oang well and 1 ac.c.ompanied h-<.m many t-<.mu. Woo~ ow Smith 

didn't -6-<.ng but h-<.-6 -6tep-daugh,t~, Aia.na, had a l ovely vo-<.c.e and -6ang 

qtu.te on.ten. H~ 6avowe -6ong WlL6 "I S~end~ W ". 

BMbe.e PaMon had a nic.e voic.e and b~ough,t M me enthU-6ia-6m -<.nto the 

c.ho,Vt . VMing h-<.-6 mini-6~y we had a bea.uti6ui -6uM-<.-6e -6~vic.e at 

the Smith milipo nd . A plat 6 a~ WlL6 built neM the edg e o 6 the wa.t~ 

and OM p,<..a.no WlL6 moved onto it. BMbee. planned the c.antata-lih.e. 

-6~v-<.c.e hun.6el6 and 1 believe -6ome 06 the Savannah c.ho,Vt helped al..oo. 

One a6.t~noon we. w~e eating g~pu und~ oM g~pev-<.ne and M!t. . PaM on..6 

and HMvey Woodham c.ame. . They laid they had decided to pay me. 

ten dollaM p~ month 6M my -6~vic.u and to help with gaeioline., etc. . 

Then whe.n R.i.c.hMd GMdn~ had me. to go to A-6h.ta.nd ChMc.h e.v~y Sunday 

ant~ oM -6~v-<.c.e., L~y Mc.Kenz-<.e .tiaid they would pay me. ten dollaM 

mo nthiy al..-6 a . 

My, money WlL6 ~eally beg-<.nning to ~au -<.n! 

S-<.nc.e the.n Heb~on -<.nCJte.Med my .tiaialty but 1 have. had to .t..<.ve with a. 

guilty c.oMuenc.e bee.au-lie 1 6e.U that 1 chouid not ha.ve. ac.c.e.pted it . 



( 5) 

MMic a,t Heb4on 4ea.Ll!f .6ta.Jr;ted moving when Rich.a.ltd GaAdnelt ~ved 

i n 1965 . He. loved mMic and he and w W(.6e, M~e, loved .to 

.6ing. Ric.ha.ltd, M~e and I :tltaveled abou.,t, a.o muc.h a.o .the "G~n 

Blt.o.theM 11
• I went .to many plac.u ,to play 6otr.. .them .to .6ing and 

I w o played oc.c.a.oionally a,t Wilk.u Cha.pel ~ng Mtr.. . GaAdne1t ' .6 

mJ..~uy a.nd w o Mtr.. . F .f..o yd ' .6. Mtr.. . GaAdne1t a.nd I otr..de1ted .the. 

pu.tr..ple. Mahofu.t Hymnw we aAe now Ming/ .60 .tw lw !JOU lmow 

how long we have had .them. 

Etr..nie Niv e.M and w W(.6e, Ro.6e. M~e., .6a.ng well ,togethelt otr.. 

6 e.paAa.tely. It wa.o ~ng Etr..nie.' .6 mini6uy .tha,t AndJi.e.a. C11.ouc.h 

a.nd Vale. EvaM c.ame. ,to HaA.t6ville.. I've. nevelt .6e.e.n .6uc.h .6hoc.k.ed 

e.xptr..U.6ioM on 6a.c.e.6 in au.tr.. c.hu.tr..c.h a.o .the. Sun.day Vale Eva.M 

walked in. Wha,t a. g11.ecu: da.y! I only W(..6h Roy ha.d come .too -

I .6.till wcu:c.h him on T. V. We. wo had .6 ome young .6ingeM 6tr..om 

Ca.li6otr..nia c.alled II ChildJi.en o 6 ,the Vay" and ,thw mMic. wa..6 
11 haift tr..a.i.6ing II • 

The1te had nevelt been dJi.u.m.6 otr.. band iMuu.ment.6 in Hebtr..on(.to my 

k.nowf.e.dg e) until the. 11 Cou.tr..-<.Vt.6 " c.ame. and J..6 .the1te. Welte a.ny ~a.c.k..6 

J..n the. wai1.6 a 6;te1t thcu: Sunday ,they p4o bably we1te. the. 4e.6 u.Lt o 6 

the volume 06 .the mMic. . 

Ric.haAd /Gi..ng c.a.me along W(.;th the. voJ..c.e 06 a Meuopoli,ta.n ope1ta .6J..ng e1t . 

I played 6otr.. the He.btr..on-TW(.fty Chtr..J...6.tma.o c.anta:ta. while he. wa.o he1te. 

He, S~h Hough and I .6 hopped aAound 6otr.. an otr..gan until we 6ound 

.the. one. mM.t .6u.i.tab.le 6otr.. ,thi6 .6ize c.h.wt.c.h . S~h ptr..e.6ented J...t 

to Hebtr..on and I have enjoyed playing J...t Velt!f muc.h. 

Ma.ti Ruck.e1t liked mMic. bu.,t, cudn ' ,t Uk.e. .to .6olo. He. t old me. he 

.6ang cu: TW(.fty one. Sunday bu.,t, he. would nevelt do J...t a.gain . U wa..6 

du.!ting hi6 mJ..~uy thcu: w 6/t.ie.nd, Wa.Ue1t Ca.tr..te1t, a c.onc.e.Jtt 

pJ..a.ni-6.t, v-<..6J...ted ou.tr.. c.hu.tr..c.h. H-<..6 6-<,ngeM Welte Uk.e magic. on the. 

k.e.yboaAd and wa..6 a. de.Ug ht6u.l young ma.n . MillJ..c.e.nt wa..6 i n the 

ho.6pda.l ovelt .thi4ty da!f.6 w.i;th tr..up.tu.tr..e.d a.ppencux a.nd Ma.ti wa..6 

.the1te. mo.6.t eve1ty day ptr..aying 6011. he1t a.nd uying to ke.e.p helt 

6p~ up. He. wo pe1t60June.d .the. we.dcung c.e1temony 6011. Suzanne. 

a.nd Johnny cu: Re.bec.c.a and Nel.6on ' -!i home. . Ma.ti wa..6 like a membe1t 06 

OWl oamily. 
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Ga1ty Hyndman' 6 mU-6ic.a..l :tM:te. Mitt o 6 Jta.n a.long wi:th mine. . He. tia.ng 

e.xc.e.pt.i.ono.1.1.y weft . He. enjoyed 1.iinging in .the. c.ho-Ut. bu;t W<t6 a. 

peJr.6e.c.t.i.o~.t and wa.n:te.d e.veJty.thing jM.t .tugh.t. 

Le.t me. men.ti.on a. 6e.w people. who tiang oveJt .the. yealt6 . Jane. Hope. 
P.tuve.t.te W<t6 a.lwa.yti willing :to tiing whe.ne.veJt 1 Mke.d heJt a.nd wo 

wha.:t 1 6 e.le.c.:te.d 601t heJt . u.nda. Bea.tile.y W<t6 a 6ailh6u1. c.ho-<A 
me.mbeJt and .the lone. 1.iingeJt in .the c.ho-Ut. 601t ma.ny Sunda.yti . HeJt 6on, 

Va..tun, a veJty ta..le.n:te.d young man, pla.ye:lt.he. piano 601t M 61tom time 

.to time.. He. wo ha.d a good voic.e bu;t he. a.nd Tommy Woodham weJte. 

.two people 1 ne.veJt c.ouid pe.lt6uade. .to 1.iing a..lon4. Be.be. Wf1..lingly 

played 601t me. when 1 W<t6 unable .to walk a.6.teJt bite.a.king my 600.t 
in the. Bye.Jtiy Ho1.ipda..l pa1tking lo:t . 

A l.i-<.ng-<.ng g1tou..p c.a.ile.d "Mo1tn-<.ng St.aJt" W<t6 601tme.d/ I believe du.tung 

Ma.1ty Edd-<.n.6 ' mi~tlty. u.nda. Be.Mle.y, Joy Smilh, Pe.gg y Fie.ldl.i 

a.nd Lynn G.tugg1.i made. up .thil.i g1toup . 1 a.c.c.ompan-<.e.d .the.m and we. 

a.lwa.y1.i dlte.1.i1.ied a.like. . Foll oUJt 6,iJu.,.t appe.Ma.nc.e we. wo1te. long 

bla.c.k dlte.1.i1.i e.1.i and a 1te.d 6foweJl i n oUJt ha.-Ut . u.nda la.teJt dlto pped 

ou:t 1.io .that le6:t :the :t!Uo we now have. . 

1 don ' .t wa.n:t .to 601tge.t .to men.ti.on .tha..t 1 ha.ve. had .the. honolt 06 playing 

601t many we.dd-<.ng1.i , -<.nc.lud-<.ng Re.be.c.c.a and Ne.£1.i on'ti. MMy Edd-<.n.6 

o66ic.ia.te.d . 1 ha.ve. W o played 601t many 6uneJr.W 06 6amiiy and 

6.tue.ndl.i . 

Fo1t the pa.1.i.t 6e.w yea/t6 Joy a.nd Jean ha.ve be.e.n do-<.ng mo1.i.t 06 :the. 
1.iinging a.nd Joy a.nd 1 be.ga.n playing .the. 01tgan and piano .tcge..theJt. 

We've. ma.de. c.ountle1.i1.i m-<.1.it.a.ke.1.i bee.a.Me. we've be.en unable. to ge..t 

.toge..theJt .to plta.c.t.i.c.e. bu;t we.' ve enjoyed il. I.t ha.ti 1tea.ily be.e.n an 
e.xpe..tue.nc.e bu;t 6un . 

Totl.i SkinneJt ha.ti he.lped quile. a bil in .the c.ho-<A and ha.ti a..ll.io playe.d 
:the. 01tgan 601t Su..nda.y 6eJtvic.e1.i. He W<t6 g1tac.ioU-6 e.nou..gh to p1te1.ie.11..t 
He.b1ton .the. nic.e. Ba..ldw,i,n piano and d ha.ti be.e.n a ple.MUJte to play . 

VLJ..1Ung OU/t 1te.v,i..val6 601t :the. pa.tit 1.ie.v<Utai. ye.aJU, we. ha.ve. had gu..e.1.i.:t..6 
61tom o.the.Jz. c.hUJtc.he.1.i to 1.iing . Al6o , Timmy Mc.Lendon ha.ti be.en many 
:t-<.me.1.i wi:th the Savannah c.ho-<A and 1.iinc.e. wi:th hit, own 1.iinging g1tou..p. 
~~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 7 ~CA-,~11~~~.-ZA-<.~~ 
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Jan,i_c.e. Ril..e.y G1t.e.go1t.!f ha..6 1.:,ung and played 601t. LL6 in hell own 1.:,peual 

way 1.:,e.vvi.al u.mu . AU 06 .thue have been g1t.ea.ti.y e.njoye.d . 

Then along c.ame Je1t.1t.y. 1 don ' t have .to .tei.1. you he c.an 1.:,ing be.c.aLL6e 
you have hea1t.d furn. In 6ac..t, he 1.:,ing.t, 1.:,0 wei.1. .that he need-0 no 

ac.c.ompa.n.une.n.t. 1 have enjoyed .the. c.hildlten'1.:, 1.:,ong.t, he ha-0 

.t,ung - many c.omple.te.ly new .to me. He ,t¢ ~ng .to wo1t.h. w..U.h .the 

c.ho,<_1t. and .that ,<_¢ e.x.tJte.me.ly ,tmpolt..ta.n.t. 

1 'm .t,U/1.e .the1t.e ha.ve. been o.thelt.-0 who have c.on.tlt.,tbut.e.d .to .the mLL6ic. 

06 He.bit.On ChU/1.c.h . 1LL6.t M 1 Wlt.o.te .that 1.:, en.tenc.e two people c.ame 

in.to my m,tnd .that 1 had 6ailed .to mention . Juanaa. Ga,t1.,tng had 

a. lovely c.ontltaUo voic.e a.nd Un eeda. S.tonelt. WM almo-6.t a. c.ololt.a.tUlt.a. 

1.:,op1t.ano . They both .t,a.ng 61t.om ,tune. .to u.me. 

11t.eally d,td not in.tend .to Wit.de t.w muc.h but. jLL.6.t got c.alL/t.,ted 

away and c.ouldn' .t 1.:,,top . 1 1.:,inc.e1t.ely hope a ha-0n ' .:t be.en .too 
bo1t.,<_ng . 

I'm .tUlt.n,i_ng ovVL my wo1t.h. to Joy. I've ai.wo.y1.:, he.Md that i6 you 

want -00me.th,tng done., give. il t o a bLL6y pe/t.-Oon . Joy ,t¢ .6Ult.e.ly 

a. bLL6!f lady . Maybe in about. twe.n.ty-6ive. yea/l6 you W-<ll be having 

a. I.:,~ 1.:,eJl.vic.e. 601t. heJL. 

1 hope and plt.a!f .:the1t.e W-<ll be many g1tea.t ye.a1t.1.:, 601t. HebJtOn in .the 6ut.U1t.e . 

MaA.tyn W. Sh.,tnnVI. 
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CHAPTER 

2 
CAMP MEETINGS: "FISHING WITH A LARGE NET' 

The turning point for Methodism in South Carolina and the Gully Meeting 
House occurred in the first decade of the 1800's. It was during this first decade 
that an unusual form of worship, the camp meeting, appeared on the Great 
Pee Dee Circuit. During the last years of the 1700's the growth of Methodism 
stalled on the Great Pee Dee Ci rcuit. The circuit riding preachers were 
meeting their assignments, but the population seemed to have other con­
cerns. By the end ofl 799 on ly 189 white members and 52black members were 
members of the Great Pee Dee Circuit.1 The camp meeting enabled the Gully 
to take a position of leadership in the spread of Methodism along Lynches 
Creek. The results of this innovative type of worship service led to increased 
membership, a new zeal for Methodism, and a generation of Methodist 
leaders and ministers from the southwestern section of Darlington District. 

There are conflicting opinions about the origin of the camp meeting as a 
religious force in the United States. Some scholars claim the camp meeting 
was first introduced before the Revolutionary War in Guilford County, North 
Carolina by members of the Baptist denomination. This camp meeting was 
somewhat different from the later occurrences in that only males could camp 
overnight, and no provisions were made for feeding the crowds.2 Other 
scholars credit Daniel Asbury, a Methodist minister, as the originator of the 
camp meeting. During the time when his Lincoln County, North Carolina 
church, Rehoboth, was under construction.in 1794, the worship services were 
held in the forest. Three hundred members were converted during the day 
and night services. The following year Asbury continued these outdoor 
meetings in nearby Iredell County with cooperation from James Hall, a 
Presbyterian minister. These meetings were called "Union Camp-Meet­
ings."3 Jesse Lee, in his 1810 book concerning the early history of Methodism, 
states that camp meetings began around the year 1801 in either the upper 
parts of South Carolina, Tennessee, or Kentucky; however, he was not able 
to determine which state.4 

The most often cited origin of the camp meeting concerns the brothers 
John and William McG ee. Both brothers were ministers, but of different 
denominations. John McGee was a Methodist minister, while William McGee 

10 
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was a Presbyterian minister. In their early ministry they were residents of 
Guilford County, North Carolina. By the late 1700's they moved to Logan 
County, Kentucky. In either 1799 or 1800 they held a revival which soon grew 
too large to be held in the local church. The congregation was so large that 
feeding and providing shelter for the many worshipers soon became a 
problem. It was decided that the worship service should be moved out of 
doors and provisions gathered from the worshipers. Brush was cleared to 
provide a meeting area for the crQwd. Services began on Saturday evening 
and continued untii 1\1esday ·morning. The crowd spent the nights in crude 
shelters made with branches in the woods or slept in their wagons. Each day 
an excitement raced through the crowd as more and more accepted the call 
to accept Christ as Lord.5 

James Jenkins, early minister on the Great Pee Dee Circuit and author, 
seems to accept the McGee brothers as the originators of the camp meeting. 
Jen kins cites a letter written by John McGee on October 27, 1800, in which 
he describes this first camp meeting. It occurred in June of 1800 at the Red 
River Meeting House in Kentucky. Between four and five hundred people 
had gathered to hear the five ministers present. During the camp meeting ... 
"the cry of distressed sinners for mercy was great, while the Lord's people 
were filled with unspeakable joy." Several found peace while many went 
away pleading for mercy.6 

James Jenkins states that the first camp meeting held in South Carolina 
occurred in June, 1802, at Hanging Rock with fifteen Methodist, Baptist, and 
Presbyterian ministers and three thousand people present. The camp meet­
ing began on Friday evening and continued until Monday morning with 
several findi ng peace in the Lord.7 

It was the same year, 1802, that the first camp meeting took place at the 
Gully, in Darlington District. Jenkins recorded the events surrounding this 
meeting. He had attended a camp meeting at Rembert's Meeting House in 
Sumter County and had accompanied Rev. Thomas Shaw to the Gully for a 
night meeting. Jenkins began to preach from under a tree, but soon his heart 
seemed "hard and barren as a rock." Jenkins, exhausted, retired to the 
meeting house to lie down. Rev. Shaw, the preacher assigned to the Great Pee 
Dee Circuit in 1802, relieved Jen kins and continued to preach throughout the 
night. Shaw's efforts were not without success, for several professed religion 
at the Gully that night. One of these, Brother Woodham, later becam1: .. a 
prominent local preacher of the Lynches Creek area. Brother Woodh~_is 
believed to have been ~oodham, son.of Edward Woodham. Woodham 
lived near McCullum's Ferry on Lynches Creek some six or seven miles from 
the Gully Meeting House. Brother Woodham was described by Jenkins as 
"one of the most industrious and untiring local preachers I ever saw . .. he 
freque ntly worked hard all day, and then held one or two night meetings 
through the week. "8 
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This first camp meeting at the Gully was instrumental in the spread of 
Methodism in several ways. It began a pattern of camp meetings that 
continued until the late 1800's in the southwestern section of Darlington 
District. The Gully was cited many times as one of the foremost camp meeting 
sites in the state of South Carolina. This camp meeting renewed the spread of 
Methodism in Darlington District and surrounding areas. Camp meetings at 
the Gully drew people from the entire area aroµnd Lynches Creek and 
Darlington District. These people took their taste of Methodism back to their 
own areas, and many societies were formed as a result. By 1817, the successor 
to the Great Pee Dee Circuit in the Darlington District area, the Lynches 
Creek Circuit, had twenty-four Methodist societies on it.9 In the decade after 
the first camp meeting held at the Gully, membership on the Great Pee Dee 
Circuit increased greatly, at least among the white population. In 1802, 265 
whites and 444 blacks were members of the circuit. By 1812, membership had 
increased to 750 whites and 374 blacks.10 Many local and itinerant preachers 
committed themselves to Methodism or were reinforced as a result of the 
religious experiences which occurred at the Gully camp meetings. Ariss 
Woodham, Stephen Thompson, Ephraim Hendrix, Lewis Pipkin, Barnabus 
Pipkin, Richard Pipkin, Zaccheus Dowling, Dempsey Dowling, and James 
Windham were some of the men from the Gully and surrounding areas in the 
first two decades of the nineteenth century who helped the cause of Methodism 
by becoming local preachers and itinerant preachers. Some, notably Stephen 
Thompson, the Pipkins, and the Dowlings, sought to spread Methodism as 
they moved from the boundaries of South Carolina to other states. 

What were the characteristics of a camp meeting that set it apart from the 
regular religious services of the era? Rev. Jesse Lee, in his book concerning 
the early history of Methodism, published in 1810, gives a contemporary view 
of camp meetings. His reports echo some of the events which occurred in 
Kentucky with the McGee brothers' first camp meeting. Because of the great 
crowds attracted to religious services, it was necessary to hold the services 
out-doors. The meetings lasted well into the night, sometimes aJI through the 
night. In order to be present for the next day's meeting, some of the people 
spent the night at the site of the camp meeting sleeping on the ground in the 
woods. Many of these camp meetings had a duration of three to four days. 
Soon the worshipers began to prepare tents made of cloth or branches in 
order to shelter themselvesduring the nights spent at the camp meeting. Food 
and provisions were also brought by the crowds in attendance so that they 
might stay the entire duration of the camp meeting without leaving.11 

It was not long before a certain amount of organization was needed to 
enable the camp meeting to serve the needs of the great crowds present. Lee 
states that most camp meeting sites soon cleared an oblong square of 
underbrush to accommodate the tents of the participants. Usually one or two 
stages were constructed for the speakers. The men and women were seated 
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according to the custom of the day, segregated from each other. Lee describes 
the normal camp meeting routine as beginning at dawn. Soon after the first 
light of day, a person walked through the area where the tents were pitched 
arousing the sleeping people. Ten minutes later the people began morning 
prayers and singing. At the rising of the sun a sermon was preached, followed 
by breakfast. Another sermon commenced around 10:00 A.M., with the mid­
day meal at 1 P.M. Three P.M. brought preaching until suppertime, usually 
at the setting of the sun. The last sermon was given by candlelight until late 
in the evening. During the night the site was illuminated by candles affixed 
to the stages, trees, and other points. Guards were appointed to walk through­
out the area during the night to prevent rowdy individuals from creating any 
kind of commotion. 

It was not unusual for a camp meeting to begin on Friday and continue until 
mid-day on Monday. Although camp meetings were held throughout the 
warm months of the year, harvest time seemed to be a favorite time for camp 
meetings. This enabled the residents to take a few days away from the 
demands of the farm.12 

Attendance at the early camp meetings was not limited to members of the 
Methodist church. Baptists, Presbyterians, and members of other denomina­
tions were present at many camp meetings. James Jenkins points out that at 
a camp meeting at the Gully in 1803, many Presbyterians were present. 
Attendance was not restricted to whites. Slaves were often in attendance, but 
segregated, as was expected.13 

At most camp meetings several unofficial groups of participants could be 
identified. First, there were the leaders of the camp meeting, the preachers 
and the exhorters. There were usually two types of preachers present, the 
itinerant minister who traveled the circuit regularly and the local preacher 
who usually ministered to the local society in between the visits of the 
itinerant minister. An exhorter was a lay person whose duty was to preach and 
lead the worshipers in prayer under the direction of the local or itinerant 
preacher. Often the position of exhorter was a step in preparation for 
becoming a loca l or itinerant preacher. The worshipers usually consisted of 
several different types of indi\'iduals: sinners, mourners, and converts. The 
sinners were those who were not members of the church and who led a 
worldly life. Much effort was made to bring these sinners to conversion. 
Mourners were sinners with conviction who "mourned" for their inevitable 
fate. They were not yet converts, but in a transitional state between sinner and 
convert. The converts were those who had been converted by the Lord. Many 
times, even though converted, individuals might be considered backsliders. 
Once faithful to the church, they now needed a revival of their faith and 
devotion. A final group of individuals was sometimes present at the GuJJy, as 
well as other camp meetings. These individuals were referred to as mockers 
and scoffers. To the faithful, they were agents of the devil. Their purpose was 
to disrupt the camp meeting and to heckle the believers.1• 
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Woodham's. This is the same Woodham mentioned by James Jenkins in his 
description of the early camp meetings at the Gully. As stated earlier, it is 
thought that this is Ariss Wood ha~ an early local Methodist preacher along 
Lynches Creek in Darlington District. Asbury soon continued his journey 
and spent the night with Jeremiah Heath, who lived on Jeffries Creek in the 
central section of Darlington District.2 

The importance of Methodism in Darlington District can be seen in the 
next visit of Bishop Asbury to Ariss Woodham's on January 8, 1809. Asbury 
ordai ned Stephen Thompson a·deacon in the Methodist Church at this time. 
Stephen Thompson was described as a close friend of Ariss Woodham before 
their conversion by James Jenkins.3 ln fact, Stephen Thompson and Ariss 
Woodham married sisters, Margaret and Rachel Beasley, daughters of John 
and Margaret Beasley. Thompson was the stepson of Stephen Pipkin, who 
sent four sons into the Methodist ministry.' Stephen Thompson owned land 
on Sparrow Swamp not far from the Gully Meeting House. Soon after 
Woodham's profession of faith at the first Gully camp mee ting in 1802, 
Thompson also professed his belief. Thompson did so while "Thundering 
Jimmy" Jenkins preached from the text, '"Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made you free."' J enkins describes Ariss Woodham and 
Stephen Thompson as David and J onathan.5 

Stephen Thompson was the first Methodist minister fr om Darlington 
District who entered the itinerancy. Thompson's stepfather, Stephen Pipkin; 
his friend, brother-in-law, and local preacher, Ariss Woodham; and the Rev. 
James Jenkins, no doubt, had an innuence upon Thompson becoming a 
Methodist minister. In 1806 Stephen Thompson was admitted o n trial as a 
minister. He continued on trial in 1807. After Bishop Asbury ordained him, 
Thompson was appointed to the Bladen, North Carolina Circuit. He was 
received on the circuit warmly and commenced his work. The Methodists on 
the circuit remembered Thompson as a "son of thunder a nd a son of conso­
lation, happily blended together." Within six months of his appointment as a 
probationary minister, Thompson was attacked by innammatory rheuma­
tism which soon permeated his entire body. In excruciating pain and unable 
to perform his duties on the Bladen Circuit, Thompson set out to be with his 
wife and children in Darlington District. All attempts by local d octors were 
unsuccessful in relieving Thompson of his terrible suffering. He was dying. In 
preparation for his eventual death, Thompson executed a deed on August 26, 
1809, in lieu of a last will and testament. For the love·and affection he had for 
his wife, Margaret Thompson, Stephen Thompson deeded her all his land, 
livestock, tools, and household furniture. Instead of the two witnesses re­
quired on deeds of that day and time, three witnesses signed this deed of gift, 
as was required of all last wills and testaments. Charles Beasle (Beasley), 
Spencer Harrell , and Ariss Woodham were the witnesses. In this last illness, 
Stephen Thompson surrounded himself with faithful family and friends. 
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Charles Beasley is believed to be the brother of Thompson's wife, Margaret. 
Spencer Harrell was a devout Methodist, a member of the Gully Meeting 
House. Ariss Woodham, Thompson's brother-in-law and close friend, had 
been influential tn Thompson's decision to become a minister. Soon Stephen 
Thompson died "in the full assurance of faith."6 

Another early itinerant minister from Darlington District was Zacheus 
Dowling. Dowling was born in Darlington County on July 29, 1792. He was 
the son of John and Nancy Dowling. Zacheus Dowling was exposed early in 
life to the working of the Methodist Church. Early in the history of the Great 
Pee Dee Circuit a Methodist society was formed at Dowling's Meeting 
House. John Dowling was a prominent class leader in that society and was 
known for his strict adherence to the rules and guidelines of the Methodist 
Church. John Dowling did not tolerate any style of dress that exhibited a 
worldly pride. He was also known for his faithful observance of the command 
to keep the Sabbath holy. Zacheus Dowling was greatly influenced by the 
piety of his father. At the age of eighteen Zacheus Dowling publicly acknowl­
edged the saving grace of Jesus Christ. Two years later, in 1810, he formally 
joined the Methodist Church under the influence of Rev. Thomas D. Glenn's 
ministry. Within four years Dowling was first licensed to exhort and then to 
preach on the Lynches Creek Circuit. Dowling's religious teachings on the 
Lynches Creek Circuit were interrupted by his service in the militia during the 
War of 1812. He served for six months in Captain William R. David's 
Company of South Carolina Militia during late 1814 and early 1815. As the 
war ended, Dowling returned to spreading the doctrine of Methodism. In 
January, 1816, Zacheus Dowling was admitted on trial into the South Caro­
lina Conference as an itinerant minister. In 1818, Dowling was ordained a 
deacon, and in 1820, he was ordained as an elder in the Methodist Church.7 

Rev. Dowling made a significant contribution to Methodism in five states, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Alabama during his 
seventy-five years as a member of the Methodist Church. The Bible was his 
guide in all matters of religion. What he could not find in that holy book, he 
neither believed as doctrine or observed in practice. Dowling also observed 
private prayer at least thrice a day. Whenever possible, he constructed a 
private altar near his home to be used in secret meditations. Dowling 
expected the members of the churches he served to follow the teachings of the 
Bible and did not tolerate sin of any sort from believers. This made him 
unpopular with some, but he continued to preach to all that would hear.8 

Rev. Dowling was married three times during his lifetime, but had no 
children. His first wife, Eliza, left him" ... without any just cause for doing 
so, ... " and by 1831 had married and had children by a Dr. McCall of North 

~ Carolina. This occurred without Eliza Dowling first obtaining a divorce from 
1• Rev. Dowling. Over twenty years later, Zacheus Dowling, living in Pike t County, Alabama, was able to divorce his wife. The divorce was granted in 

' 
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which meeting houses he read the citations. Jacob Kelley lived where present 
day Kelleytown is located and Watford is believed to have been a resident of 
the area near the Gully Meeting House. Another citation that may have also 
been read at the Gully Meeting House was that of Gillis Whiddon in 1813. 
Gillis Whiddon owned land adjacent to the Gully Meeting House on the road 
from McCullum's Ferry to Darlington Court House. Ariss Woodham read 
the citation on Gillis Whiddon's estate on February 21, 1813. Nathan Gran­
tham, a local preacher active in the early 1800's in the area around the Gully 
Meeting House, published a citation on the estate of "John Harrell late of 
Boggy Gully" on the" ... 6th day of August 1803." Various other examples of 
circuit and local ministers reading citations have been found in the probate 
records of Darlington County." 

The annual salary for a traveling preacher was barely adequate to meet his 
needs in the first decade of the nineteenth century. Eighty dollars per year was 
allotted to each itinerant minister. An allowance was also given for the 
traveling expenses of the minister. If the minister was married, a very difficult 
accomplishment given the nature of the traveling ministry, an additional 
allowance of eighty dollars per year was given for the wife. The allowance for 
the children of ministers varied. For each child to age seven, fourteen dollars 
a year was allowed. Children between the ages of seven and fourteen were 
allowed twenty-four dollars annually." It must be remembered that the 
minister depended upon the generosity of the various societies on the circuit 
he served for his salary. When the amount collected from the societies came 
to less than the suggested allowance, then the minister was expected to live 
on whatever amount was collected. This illustrates why very few ministers 
who entered the itinerancy were able to support a family on the salary of a 
minister. Many were forced to locate after only a few years as a traveling 
minister. 

The task of carrying on the activities of the Gully Meeting House whenever 
the circuit riding minister was not present fell to the local preachers and the 
local exhorters. Those men who felt the call of God to preach needed a license 
from the quarterly conference to preach as local preachers. Local preachers 
were to: 

reprove offenders, reclaim wanderers, instruct ignorant persons, settle 
disputes between brethren, and reconcile contending parties; and thereby pre­
vent apostasies, crimes, and expulsions; which, in failure of their care and labor, 
might scandalize the Church, ai:id ruin_sou!s, 14 

Under the direction of the itinerant preacher in charge, a local preacher 
could form new congregations and make a list of all candidates suitable for 
membership. Local preachers could also serve as class leaders and stewards 
of the church. For this labor, local preachers received no compensation. Only 
in the event that a local preacher filled the role of a supply minister did he 
receive any payment." 

j 
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Several local preachers who served the Gully Meeting House and other 
, Methodist societies in southwestern Darlington District can be identified . 
• These local preachers served during the years 1800 through 1813, the last 

years the Gully Meeting House was a part of the Great Pee Dee Circuit. These 
were men who helped make Methodism a success in Darlington District and 
whose descendants carried on their example. 

One of the earliest local preachers who can be named from the existing 
records is Lewis Pipkin. Lewis was the son of Stephen and Amelia Pipkin. He 
was born in Wayne County, North Carolina about 1780. Lewis Pipkin moved 
with his family to Darlington District soon after 1800. His father eventually 
owned nearly 1300 acres of land between Sparrow Swamp and Boggy Gully. 
In 1803 Lewis Pipkin married Pheraby Beasley, the daughter of John and 
Margaret Beasley. There were many innuences upon Pipkin 's religious life in 
Darlington District in the early 1800's. Camp meetings and class meetings· 
certainly played a major role. One influence usually not considered was the 
fact that there were many intermarriages between the prominent M ethodist 
families of the Boggy Gully and Lynches Creek area. Ariss Woodham, early 
Methodist pioneer of Darlington District, married Rachel Beasley, the sister 
of Pheraby Beasley, Lewis Pipkin 's wife. Three Pipkin siblings married three 
Beasley siblings: Lewis, Suzanne (Ann), and Martin Pipkin, children of 
Stephen and Amelia Pipkin, married respectively Pheraby,John, and Nancy 
Beasley, children of John and Margaret Beasley. Stephen Thompson, an 
early itinerant preacher and stepbrother of Lewis Pipkin, married Margaret 
Beasley, sister to the above mentioned Beasley children. Spencer H arrell, an 
exhorter in the Gully M eeting House, married Sophia Pipkin, the sister of 
Lewis Pipkin. These intermarriages within the Pipkin, Woodham, Thompson, 
Beasley, and H arrell fa mi l ies gave the necessary support needed to promote 
and foster M ethodism during the last years the Gully Meeting H ouse was on 
the Great Pee D ee Circuit.16 Pipkin was first licensed to preach in 1804. 
During the years 1804 through 1810 Lewis Pipkin attended the needs of the 
growing Methodist membership at the Gully Meeting House and throughout 
the surrounding area. One of the most memorable traits of this sincere man 
was his devotion to prayer. Lewis Pipkin set regular stated hours for prayer 
each day. These daily devotional hours were observed regardless of other 
pressing business. Lewis Pipkin personified the Biblical holy man. H e has 
been compared with Paul, Jeremiah, Cornelius, and M oses. In fact, later in 
life, because of his meek and quiet spirit, he was referred to as " Uncle M oses". 
Often in public worship Pipkin was overcome with emotion and shouted with 
joy or begin singing sacred hymns expressing his love for Jesus.17 

On Christmas Day, 1810, Lewis Pipkin was ordained a deacon in the 
Methodist Church by Bishop Francis A sbury in Columbia, South Carolina. 
Pipkin moved from Darlington District soon after 1810 but continued his 
efforts to spread 1hc gospel. He served as a local preacher for sixty-one years 
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in South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Arkansas. He set an example that 
was followed by many in his family. Three of Lewis Pipkin's brothers followed 
him into the ministry: Barnabas, Stephen, and Richard. All three were 
younger than Lewis, and only Barnabas is believed to have preached in South 
Carolina. Three of Lewis Pipkin's sons also followed their father's example 
of becoming a Methodist minister: Mellord,John Fletcher, and Daniel Griffin 
Pipkin. Lewis Pipkin died in 1865 in Ouachita County, Arkansas and is buried 
beside his wife, Pheraby, who predeceased him. 18 

Several of the contributions of Ariss Woodham to Methodism in Darling­
ton District have been mentioned earlier. Ariss Woodham was born July 31 , 
1771, in North Carolina, the son of Edward and Mary Woodham. By the early 
1790's, the Woodham family had settled in Darlington County along Lynches 
Creek near McCullum's Ferry. On February 14, 1791 , Ariss Woodham 
married Rachel Beasley, the daughter of John and Margaret Beasley. Along 
Lynches Creek, Ariss and Rachel Woodham raised a family of eleven 
children. Woodham became a prosperous planter owning over 700 acres of 
land, a grist mill, a saw mill, a cotton gin, and at least three slaves.19 

Ariss Woodham awakened to the call of Methodism at the first camp 
meeting held at the Gully in 1802. The preaching of James Jenkins induced 
Ariss Woodham to accept Jesus Christ as his savior. Within a few years Ariss 
Woodham was se rving as a local preacher in Darlington District. Woodham, 
Stephen Thompson, and Lewis Pipkin, brothers·-in-law, share the credit for 
continuing the successful spread of Methodism in southwestern Darlington 
District. Perhaps partly in recognition of the role Ariss Woodham played in 
the success of Methodism along Lynches Creek, Bishop Francis Asbury 
visited the Woodham residence during his travels through South Carolina in 
1807 and 1809.20 Woodham's residence, located near the road leading from 
McCullum's Ferry to Darlington Court House, was a convenient stopover for 
Bishop Asbury. 

James Jenkins described Ariss Woodha.[11 as a local preacher who could be 
depended on to meet his appointments any season of the year. Woodham was 
active in holding class meetings several times a week and conducting divine 
worship services. Ariss Woodham ministered to the needs of the people by 
performing marr iages. One such marriage conducted by Woodham occurred 
September 28, 1815, between Noa h Galloway and Angeline Truett. The task 
of publishing legal citations also fell to Ariss Woodham as a local preacher. 
On Sunday, November 5, 1809, Ariss Woodham, •"preacher of the Gospel", 
read the citation on the estate of William Mixon "immediately after divine 
Service."21 Through these activities and many others, Ariss Woodham estab­
lished himself as one of the leaders of Methodism in Darlington District 
during the first two decades of the nineteenth century. 

As early as 1800 the name of Na than Grantham appears as a local preacher 
in Darlington District. Grantham was a native of North Carolina. Soon after 
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the Revolutionary War began, he enlisted in the North Carolina Militia to 
fight the British and their supporters, the Tories. Shortly after the war, he 
embraced the banner of Christianity under the North Carolina Methodist 
preacher Henry Willis. He was licensed as a local preacher before moving to 
the southwestern area of Darlington County in the late 1790's. Nathan 
Grantham established himself as a leader in the Methodist Church in Darling­
ton District during the first two decades of the nineteenth century. In addition 
to serving as a local preacher, Grantham also served as a trustee of Methodist 
property by 1817. Grantham's "talents were not of high order, but in patience, 
meekness, zeal, and piety [were] of the deepest grade." Throughout most of 
his adult life Nathan Grantham was a schoolmaster. In 1818 Grantham 
advertised the opening of a school in Camden teaching orthography, reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. For this service he charged six dollars per_quarter.22 

As many residents of Darlington District did in the 1820's, Nathan 
Grantham moved his family west. He settled in Stewart County, Georgia. In 
1834, at age 75, he applied for a pension for his service in the Revolutionary 
War. Grantham did not remain in Stewart County, but moved to Henry 
County, Alabama. Here he continued as a local Methodist preacher among 
many former Darlington District residents. On May 6, 1839, "Father" Grant­
ham died in the garden of his residence in Henry County, Alabama. On the 
day before his death he preached a funeral sermon some twenty miles from 
his home. He left seventy-six children and grandchildren to mourn his death. 
A son said of Nathan Grantham soon after his father's death, "I am advancing 
toward 60 ... my father was a preacher of righteousness when I can first 
remember, and never did I see his temper rufned, or hear him utter one word 
in anger. "23 

The local preacher most closely associated with the Gully Meeting House 
was Ephraim Hendrix. Local tradition holds that the Gully Meeting House 
was first erected on land belonging to Ephraim Hendrix. The author has been 
unsuccessful in proving this claim but unable to ignore this tradition handed 
down by generations of Gully members. The scarce public and religious 
records do not address this point. Many Darlington County real estate 
records were destroyed in a fire in 1806, and local Methodist records do not 
exist before 1817. Whether or not Ephraim Hendrix gave the land for the 
Gully Meeting House will not be examined in detail; rather, the contribulions 
of Hendrix to the early success of the Gully Meeting House will be empha­
sized. 

The names of the parents and birthplace of Ephraim Hendrix have not 
survived the steady parade of years. There is even uncertainty concerning the 
year of his birth. The census records suggest that Hendrix was born between 
the years 1770 and 1780 in either North or South Carolina. It is not known 
whether Ephraim Hendrix grew up in a religious environment, was converted 
during his youth, or perhaps infiuenced at an early Methodist camp meeting. 

V 

V 
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well continued during his retirement to preach as much as his weakened body 
allowed. Gamewell once observed that he had" ... a located body ... yet an 
itinerant soul. ... " Gamewell died on a trip to Horry District on October 7, 
1828, and is buried in Conway.' 

By 1817, there were over twenty Methodist societies on the Lynches Creek 
Circuit. A listing, taken from the Quarterly Conference Minutes of 1817, 
includes: 

... Zion, Dowlings, Bethlehem, Liberty Chapel, Bethel, Salem, Sardis, 
Shiloh, Pine Grove, Wrights, Windhams, Garners, New Chapel, Rehoboth, 
New Hope, Antioch, Gully, Providen~, Mt. Olivet, Duet ts, Haws, Campbel1s1 

Eadys, [and] Wards .... • 

Most of these societies were very small, containing only a few dozen 
members at the most. Many were not meeting houses at all, but only a 
member's home. The names of several of the above mentioned societies 
indicate which member's homes served as a meeting place and a place of 
worship. Several of these small societies later joined to form larger, stronger 
churches. 

In the first listing of officials in the Quarterly Conference Minutes of the 
Lynches Creek Circuit, the Gully Meeting House was well represented. 
Ephraim Hendrix was listed asa local preacher and Spencer Harrell was listed 
as an exhorter. Other local preachers on the circuit in 1817 included William 
Hudson,Drewry Flowers, Dempsey Dowling, Robert Stewart, Edwin James, 
Nathan Grantham, Robert Campbell,John W. Thompson,Ariss Woodham, 
and James Windham. Class leaders who lived in the general vicinity of the 
Gully Meeting House were Reuben Beaslcy,John Northcutt, and Jeremiah 
Belk.' 

The trustees of the Lynches Creek Circuit in 1817 were listed in a deed 
from James and William Houze to these same trustees on March 8, of that 
year. Again the Gully Meeting House is well represented. The trustees for 
1817 included Nathan Grantham, Robert Campbell.Spencer Harrell, Ephraim 
Hendrix, and William King.10 

At each quarterly conference the officials of the circuit met to file various 
reports, review the membership, license local preachers and exhorters, hear 
complaints against members, and collect the quarterage. The amount paid to 
the two itinerant preachers and tile presiding elder for 1817 amounted to 
$140.58 3/4." The biggest percentage usually went to the circuit preachers and 
only a small portion was paid to the presiding elder. The amount of the 
quarterage varied from year to year depending upon the generosity of the 
Methodists on the circuit. An amount was usually suggested by the General 
Conference, but rarely did the salaries paid to the itinerant preachers and the 
presiding elder equal this. 

During the years 1818 through 1822 only one itinerant minister was 
assigned to the Lynches Creek Circuit each year in contrast to the two min-
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• ters assigned each of the first five years of the circuit. This change contrib­
ted to the material well being of the itinerant ministers on the circuit. The 

quarterage collected from the Methodist societies was given almost entirely 
•_othe one minister, with only a small amount reserved for the presiding elder. 
, -: The year 1818 also saw another change in the Lynches Creek Circuit, 
:Joseph Travis became its presiding elder. Travis was born September 13, 
f1786, in Harford County, Maryland. His parents moved to South Carolina 
~while he was still young. Travis was admitted by the South Carolina Confer­
i'ence in 1807 and quickly rose to leadership positions.12 Rev. Joseph Travis 
twas active on the Lynches Creek Circuit. In 1819, for example, Travis was 
[·present at each quarterly conference held by the circuit. At one quarterly 
~~onference during 1819, Travis presided 9ver the expulsion of John W. 
~<Thompson, a local preacher, for ... "charges prefered though not stated ... 
t"" Travis later moved to Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. Near the end 
fof his life, Travis wrote an autobiography in which he gave accounts of many 
'Yearly preachers that served the Great Pee Dee Circuit and the Lynches Creek 
:;::Circuit.14 

,·· • During the spring of 1818, a local minister from the Lynches Creek Circuit 
' transferred his services to the Santee Circuit, Nathan Grantham. The Santee 

Circuit's territory began on the opposite bank of Lynches Creek and ex­
tended south with this waterway as its northern boundary. On April 11, the 
Quarterly Conference of the Santee Circuit met at Rembert's Meeting 
House. Among those present was Rev. James Jenkins, Rev. John Gamewell, 
and Rev. Thomas Humphries. At this meeting the conference considered the 
petition of Nathan Grantham to be accepted into the circuit as a local 
minister. 

Brother Nathan Grantham presented a certificate of his Ministerial stand­
ing in Lynches Creek circuit & requested to be received in fellowship among us 
as a Local Preacher which was unanimously granted. 15 

It was not unusual for local ministers and officials to serve both the Santee 
Circuit and the Lynches Creek Circuit. In· addition to Nathan Grantham, 
those who served on both sides of Lynches Creek were William Hudson, 
James Hudson, Edward Skinner, and William Brockinton. The Santee Cir­
cuit recommended William Hudson, in 1826 and 1829, and James Hudson, in 
1829, to the Annual Conference for eider's orders. Both of these men were 
listed as local preachers by the Santee Circuit. The records of the Santee 
Circuit indicate that William Hudson transferred back to the Lynches Creek 
.Circuit in 1830. On September 15, 1819, the Quarterly Conference of the 
Santee Circuit looked into the character of two individuals usually associated 
with the Lynches Creek Circuit, Edward Skinner and Nathan Grantham. 
Skinner was recommended as a candidate for the office of deacon and 

:. Grantham was recommended as a candidate for the office of elder. William 
:, Brockinton was licensed as a local preacher as late as 1827 .16 

:r 
t: 
■::. 

V 

V 



64 History of Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church 

District.3 John Josey served as a constable from Sumter District before 
moving to Darlington District. Josey was active in Darlington District as a 
teacher at the Cross Roads School H ouse in 1843, and served as Deputy 
Sheriff in 1858.4 He later served the M ethodist Church for years to come as 
an exhorter, deacon, and an elder. Galloway, a class leader, was born 
November 4, 1820, the son of George and Susannah Galloway.5 He followed 
his father as a servant of the Lord at Wesley Chapel. Pipkin married Phariba 
Beasley6 and to this union were born ten children. Pipkin Galloway served 
Wesley Chapel as a leader even after his enlistment as a soldier in the Civil 
War. 

One of the two ministers assigned to the circuit in 1841, Rev. Lark O'Neal, 
was removed by the presiding elder in the spring of the year.7 No indication 
of the problem is given in the circuit minutes. O 'Neal had served the circuit 
the previous year. 

Tne regular camp meetings at the Gully were noted in 1841 and 1842. 
" Thundering Jimmy" Jenkins gave his last report of a Gully camp meeting 
after nearly forty years of periodic attendance. H e reported that in September 
of 1841, he spent a Sabbath at the Gully camp meeting. 

Here I saw some of my old friends and children in the Lord. On Sunday I 
preached from 1 Tim. iv., " The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the last days 
some shall depart from the faith," &c. I think the subject was suited to the 
occasion.' 

Rev. Lewis Scarborough, the sole circuit minister on the Darlington 
Circuit in 1842, wrote a glowing account of the camp meetings held on the 
Darlington Circuit in the Southern Christian Advocate. An eight day camp 
meeting at Philadelphia Church in July saw the conversion of seventeen 
people. "Our Campmeeting held at the Gully was remarkably glorious in its 
concluding services." At a two day meeting at Mt. Carmel sixty-five individu­
als were admitted on trial. Scarborough acknowledged the role of the local 
preachers in these successes. "The local preachers have had a heart to work 
in the Lord's vineyard, and their labours have been exceedingly blessed." 9 

In the routine business of the circuit in 1842, J.F.A. Elliott was recom­
mended by the society at Newman Swamp for a license to preach. After 
examination by Presiding Elder Charles Betts, Elliott was licensed to preach 
on March 5, 1842. Elliott, in later years, became associated with Wesley 
Chapel and served its members in the same manner. At the same conference 
held in March, the question of how to divide the parsonage between the 
church at D arl ington Court Hou:;e and the Darlington Circuit was discussed. 
The church at Darlington, once a member of the circuit, was now a station, 
with its own minister. It remained a station until 1844, when it returned to the 
Darlington Circuit for fi fteen additional years. A proposal by the congrega­
tion at D arlington Court H ouse was discussed and a counter proposal by the 
churches on the ci rcuit was considered. No decision was reached concerning 
the parsonage at this time. 10 



" .. . Their Labours Have Been Exceedingly Blessed." 65 

On September 10, the Third Quarterly Conference was held at Wesley 
Chapel. An unusual number of disciplinary matters were taken up by the 
thirty officials present. Perhaps the topic of Rev.JamesJenkins'sermon at the 
Gully camp meeting the previous year had a ring of truth to it, ... " that in the 
last days some shall depart from the faith." Rev. Lewis Scarbrough requested 
that Hester Dowling of the Philadelphia Church be expelled, being charged 
with "Bastardy." The conference unanimously gave its consent. Lemuel 
Skinner, a member of Hebron, appealed his conviction and expulsion by a 
church committee of telling falsehoods concerning Sister Martha Mixon. 
Skinner expressed sincere regret for this deed and asked to remain in the 
church. This request was granted by the conference. The conference also 
recommended that Asa Woodham, Alexander Skinner, McKenzie Mozingo, 
Matthew Harrell, Middleton DuBose, and Nicey Alexander come before the 
society and ... "acknowledge that if they have done or Said any thing to the 
injury of any person, they are sorry." All of the latter, except Middleton 
DuBose, were members of Hebron Church. Because of the disciplinary 
actions taken, the conference had to adjoin twice before all the licenses of 
local preachers, exhorters, class leaders, and stewards could be completed.11 

The last official business of the conference in 1842 centered around the 
recommendation of preachers to the South Carolina Conference for deacon's 
orders and admission to the itinerancy. Milby Mixon, a local preacher at 
H ebron the past four years, applied for a recommendation to the next South 
Carolina Annual Conference for deacon's orders. The circuit conference 
granted his request. Spencer Atkinson of Sardis Church, asked for a recom­
mendation for admission into the itinerancy. The conference refused his 
request. 12 

The D arlington Circuit embarked in a new direct ion in 1843 under the 
direction of Rev. Joel Wilson Townsend, circuit preacher. Townsend, forty­
three years of age, was a native of Marlborough District, South Carolina. First 
licensed to preach in 1822 and admitted as an itinerant minister in 1823, 
Townsend served the South Carolina Conference as an effective minister for 
twenty years prior to his assignment to the Darlington Circuit. He assumed 
this position grieving the loss of his wife of fifteen years, Mary. Mary 
Townsend died the previous year, 1842.13 At the First Quarterly Conference 
of 1843, held at Philadelphia Church, it was moved that an auxiliary of the 
Missionary Society of the South Carolina Conference be formed on the 
Darlington Circuit. A committee composed of Rev. Joel Wilson Townsend, 
Robert Campbell , and William Brockinton was formed to study this pro­
posal. At the T hird Quarterly Conference held at Wesley Chapel on August 
5, 1843, the commiuee presented a proposed consti tution for the Missionary 
Society 10 the thirty- two members present. Five officers and twelve managers 
constituted the leadership of the society. Dues were se t at fifty cents a year, 
or a lifetime membership for five dollars. The conference approved the 
constitution and elected William Brockinton, president; Middleton DuBose, 

!I ., 
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parcel of land. The deed designated the land ... "for the use and benefit of 
said Church & Camp ground .... "" Perhaps the size of the renewed camp 
meetings required the purchase of the additional acreage.Joseph and Clarissa 
A. Hendrix, who lived adjacent to the church, were able to sell a small portion 
of their farm to enable Wesley Chapel to meet the needs of the campground. 
Increasingly the campground hosted larger gatherings. 

Rev. Hamer was assisted on the circuit during 1875 by Rev. William 
Wesley Williams. Williams was born in Richland District on July 24, 1848, the 
son of John Pritchett Williams and Nancy Leitner Williams. Al the age o[ 
eight, the family moved to the city of Columbia to take advantage o[ the 
educational opportunities available there. Williams attended Columbia High 
School and was taught by a local Methodist minister, F.W. Pope. Unfortu­
nately, Williams' education was interrupted by the Civil War and he was 
denied the opportunity to attend college. In the [all of 1865, at the age of 
seventeen, Williams was able to secure a job in a mercantile establishment. 
Soon he became aware of the calling of the Lord, and devoted more attention 
to religious activities. On November 14, 1874, Williams was licensed to preach 
and by the end o[ the year was admitted on trial into the South Carolina 
Conference. The Darlington Circuit was the first appointment [or the young 
preacher." 

Rev. Williams proved to be an able assistant to Rev. Hamer. He was 
described as a clear Gospel preacher who won the love and confidence o[ the 
Methodists on the circuit by his Christian life and sincere purpose to serve 
God. Williams, to compensate for his lack o[ education, applied himself to a 
course o[study first outlined by a former pastor, Rev. W.D. Kirkland. Over 
the years a considerable library o[ religious books was acquired as Williams 
continued his study. Despite this collection o[books, Rev. Williams was, first 
and foremost, a student of the Bible. The friendships Williams made on the 
Darlington Circuit during his one year of ministry there continued over many 
years. On December 26, 1878, Williams married a native of Darlington 
County, Laura King.50 

A significant loss occurred within the Wesley Chapel family on February 
25, 1875. Eliza Virginia Jones, daughter o[ Rev. Simpson Jones and his wife 
Mary F. Jones, died al the age o[ twenty. She was born, August 18, 1854, 
during Rev. Jones' first assignment to the Darlington Circuit. During her 
father's periodic ministry on the circuit, the members of Wesley Chapel 
watched Eliza grow into young womanhood. The Jones family; as well as the 
community at large, mourned !he death of Eliza Virginia Jones. She was 
buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery." 

In accordance with the laws o[ the state of South Carolina, Wesley Chapel 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South applied for a state charter on August 13, 
1875. Thirty individuals signed the petition presented to the stale: Lewis 
Lawson, W.R.S. Lawson.Stephen Wesley Harrell, Ira Martin Harrell, Nahum 
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Galloway, Green Watford, Williams Best, Joseph Rhodes King, Rufus T . 
Galloway, Samuel S. Dowling, J.C. Clements, James Register, D .G. DuBose, 
Charles Talley Harrell, William L. Galloway, Henry Loyd, McKenzie Moz­
ingo, Thompson G. Harrell, LP. Zimmerman King, Jesse Parrott, James N. 
Ingram, H. Miller, S. Miller Harrell, Calvin R. King, Robert K. Kea, Hugh 
Middleton Woodham, S. Best, E. Loyd, J.B. Truett, and Jacob Truett.52 

Most of these men were representatives of families that had served the old 
Gully Church for well over a generation. Wesley Chapel had long counted 
among its family members of the Harrell, Lawson, Galloway, Best, Clements, 
Register, and L oyd families. Relative newcomers were also listed on the 
charter application. Green Watford's association with Wesley Chapel may 
have been the result of his marriage to Rebecca Clements.53 The King 
brothers, Joseph Rhodes King and Calvin R. King, were no strangers to 
Methodism on the Darlington Circuit. Their grandfather, William (Factory 
Billy) King, was considered the patriarch of Snow H ill Methodist Church. 
D.G. DuBose, James N. Ingram, H. Miller, Robert K. Kea,J.B. Truett.Jacob 
Truett, and their families made substantial contributions to Wesley Chapel 
for the remainder of the nineteenth century and into the twentieth century. 

The remaining gentlemen listed on the petition for a church charter were 
all members of sister churches on the Darlington Circuit in 1875. Samuel S. 
Dowling was a representative of Philadelphia Church, formerly Dowling's 
Meeting House. The Dowling family was among those first counted as 
Method ists in Darlington County. McKenzie Mozingo had long been associ­
ated wi th Hebron Methodist Church as a local preacher. Mozingo was listed 
briefly as a member of Wesley Chapel during the 1880's,54 but was buried at 
Hebron, indicating he never fully disassociated himself from that church. 
Israel Pinkney Zimmerman King, brother of Joseph Rhodes K ing and Calvin 
R. King, was a member of Snow Hill Methodist Church for many years. He 
later moved his membership to Damascus Methodist Church near Hartsville. 
Jesse Parrott was a member at Bethel Methodist Church. Hugh Middleton 
Woodham represented Hebron Methodist Church. The Woodham family 
could look back on the efforts of Ariss Woodham to promote Methodism in 
the old Pee D ee Circuit and Lynches Creek Circui t in the early 1800's with 
pride. 

At end of 1875, the Darlington Circuit was split by the South Carolina 
Conference. Hebron and Cypress were taken from the Darlington Circuit 
and united with U nion, Prospect, and Hebron of the Chesterfield Circuit. 
This new circuit was called the Hebron Circuit. So much dissatisfaction was 
expressed by the members of Hebron and Cypress Churches of Darlington 
County, that these churches were removed from the newly formed Hebron 
Circuit in 1876. H ebron was returned to the Darlington Circuit. This circuit 
now consisted of Wesley Chapel, Hebron, Snow Hill, and Damascus. Cypress 
joined the Lower Darlington Circuit with Bethel, Philadelphia, and Newman 
Swamp.55 
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continued to grow in size during Hamer's tenure on the circuit.65 

Rev. Thomas W. Munnerlyn returned to the Darlington Circuit in 1878. 
Nearly two decades earlier Munnerlyn had served as the junior preacher on 
the circuit under the leadership of Rev. Paul Franklin Kistler. Rev. Munner­
lyn reported that the Sunday Schools did not begin their sessions this year 
until March 1. Munnerlyn stated that the schools were in "tolerable good 
shape" ,66 but felt if the older members of the church were to take a greater 
interest, the schools could be greatly improved. The minister also reported 
that there was a great need for a revival of religion on the circuit.67 

Wesley Chapel was the host to many secular as well as religious activities 
during the summer and fall of 1878. On Saturday, August 10, the campground 
at Wesley Chapel was the site of a military festival. The day began with a 
baseball game between the Gully (Wesley Chapel) and Cypress teams at 
nearby Harrell's Mill. The Gully team was victorious by a score of twenty to 
seven. At eleven A.M., people from the surrounding area began to gather at 
the campground. A visitor described the scene. 

A more lovely place than the Gully Camp Ground in Summer could not be 
found in the County of Darlington, and possibly not in the whole stale .... The 
magnificent snow-white church-building, situated as it is on a cozy little hill, 
overspread by a grove of stately oaks, and encircled by a little village of neatly­
constructed tents, here you find a picture of wealth, romance and moral beauty 
combined.68 

At noon Mr. Gibbs of Stokes Bridge delivered an address on soldiery. Maj. 
Albertus Chambers Spain was called on next and gave a speech on the 
subjects of education, agriculture, and the military. Afterwards the crowd 
brought their prepared lunches out for a grand picnic. A military parade 
concluded the festival at the Gully Campground." 

The regular camp meeting was held at the campground during late August 
and early September.'° The Third Quarterly Conference met in conjunction 
with the camp meeting, renewing a custom practiced before the Civil War. 
The Sunday Schools of the circuit were reported to be strong with over 200 
children in attendance. McKenzie Mozingo and Joseph Hendrix both re­
ceived a renewal of their licenses to preach." 

Wesley Chapel was the site of two other noteworthy events during 
September and October of 1878, the Democratic Club of Lydia meeting" and 
the Special County Fair. Political meetings were common at the church. The 
campground was a convenient site to host large numbers of people. The 
organizers of the Special County Fair ,J .W. Beasley, T.J. Price, T.J. Bell,John 
W. Woodham, and Alonzo W. Parrott, invited all interested citizens to exhibit 
their colts on Saturday, October 5. Local military units were invited, as well 
as the Timmonsville brass band.73 The campground was increasingly the 
center of social activities for the entire western portion of Darlington County 
during the late 1870's and early 1880's. 
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• Wesley Chapel was able to overcome the division resulting from the 
departure of Rev. Peyton Green Bowman. During the period 1873-1878, able 

1Jlinisters such as John Boykin Campbell, Simpson Jones, and Lewis Meyers 
}Iamer enabled Wesley Chapel and the Darlington Circuit to recover from 
·'the unusual events surrounding Bowman's ministry. These ministers, with 
··the advice of the local leadership, saw the wisdom of resurrecting the camp ,. 
·meeting as a means of bringing a spiritual revival to Wesley Chapel and the 
'-Darlington Circuit. The circuit responded to the return of the camp meeting 
.. with an increase in membership. However, the success certain aspects of the 
'camp meeting enjoyed, would eventually lead to its permanent abandon­
- ment. A slow change was enveloping society as a whole. Again Wesley Chapel 
i would need to adapt its ministry in response to the changing needs of its 
• members. 

V 

V 

V 
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Wesley Chapel and McKenzie Mozingo were renewed by the Third Quar­
terly Conference.10 

"The Gully Camp Meeting will open tomorrow night, 26 instant." 11 Thus 
reported the September 25, 1879 issue of the Darlington News. Once again the 
faithful from the Darlington Circuit, and beyond, descended upon the 
campground to continue a tradition which began in 1802. Another tradition, 
although not nearly as old, continued again this year. The Quarterly Confer­
ence of the Darlington Circuit met at Wesley Chapel during the camp 
meeting, on September 27. The custom had developed over the years to meet 
the Third or Fourth Quarterly Conference in conjunction with the annual 
camp meeting. J.C. Stoll, the presiding cider; Rev. David D . Dantzler, the 
preacher in charge; and visiting minister Rev. Simpson Jones represented the 
South Carolina Conference. Officials of the Darlington Circuit present 
included Hugh Middleton Woodham, W.G. King, John W . Terry, J.E. 
Woodham, E.D. Wright, W.R.S. Lawson, Stephen Wesley Harrell, T:c. 
Clements, Ira Martin H arrell , and Rufus T. Galloway. The five last named 
gentlemen represented Wesley Chapel. Rev. David D . Dantzler reported 
that the general condition of the churches on the circuit was good. A special 
meeting had been held at each church and fifty-seven had been received into 
membership. Most of these new members joined the society at Damascus.12 

One of the more notable additions to Wesley Chapel's membership rolls 
during the late summer of 1879, was Cato A she Seabrook, the principal of 
Epworth Academy.n Seabrook, a native of Charleston, was a highly re­
spected educator. He was described as . .. "a gentleman of culture and a good 
teacher .. . " who taught the students of Epworth . . . "not only reading and 
writing but the higher branches of English and the languages."" Seabrook 
took an active part in Wesley Chapel 's Sunday School program, eventually 
serving as its secretary.15 

The Quarterly Conference also heard reports from Rev. Dantzler con­
cerning the Sunday Schools of the circuit and a recent death. Sunday School 
attendance was reported to be 200, with thirty-five officers. Dantzler re­
ported, probably with some measure of regret, that there was some inclina­
tion to discontinue the Sunday Schools during the winter months. Dantzler 
noted that the church at Snow Hill lost a trusted leader to death during 
August, John W. King. King had long served as a Sunday School superinten­
dent at Snow Hill. The conference votea to reserve·a page in the minute book 
to King's memory.16 

The stewardship report for the year 1879 was bright, at least from Wesley 
Chapel's point of view. The church was assessed $303.70 for support of the 
ministry and $61.99 for support of missions. Collections exceeded the amount 
assessed by $1.45. In addition, the four churches on the circuit contributed 
$35.00 to the Sunday School program and $360.00 to the building of a new 
parsonage. The circuit owned property consisting of the four churches and 
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the campground. All were considered to be in good condition and valued at 
$6,000. Stewards for the upcoming year included J.C. Clements, W.R.S. 
Lawson, and RufusT. Galloway of Wesley Chapel; Hugh Middleton Woodham 
and J.E. Woodham of H ebron; John W. Terry and Wiley Scarborough King 
of Snow Hill; and E.D . Wright of Damascus. J.C. Clements was also elected 
district steward . Trustees for the parsonage property were also elected: 
W.R.S. Lawson,J .C. Clements,] ohn E. Woodham, Wiley Scarborough King, 
and E.D. Wright.17 

The decade of the 1880's saw the demise of the camp meeting at the Gully 
Campground. The actual date of the last camp meeting cannot be determined 
with accuracy, but it can be written that this institution did not survive into the 
last decade of the nineteenth century.18 Its decline was not immediately 
recognized by all. Rev. John W. McRoy, later a minister on the Darlington 
Circuit, described the 1880 camp meeting at the Gully for the Southern 
Christian Advocate. 

The services were a1tended by thousands, and I never saw belter order. The 
people were sorry to see the meeting close ... the alter was thronged hour arter 
hour .... 19 

McRoy related that thirteen ministers, including one Presbyterian minis­
ter, were present to serve the spi ritual needs of the vast crowds.20 

An entirely different opinion of the same camp meeting was given by 
Thompson G . Harrell, a long time member of Wesley Chapel. H arrell's reply 
to McRoy's description of the camp meeting could be considered an obituary 
of camp meetings at the Gully. 

I have been 1cn1tng at the Gull) occasionally for nearly fifty years . 
noticed all through the I August] meeting, duringsen·iccs at the stand, the young 
people coupled orr, naunt1ng round and round, back and forth, to the great 
annoyance or the services at the stand, and to the universal mortification or the 
tent holders. I have ... heard at l!!asl a dozen or the tent holders express 
themselves as utterly opposed to so much promenading at camp-meetings, and 
if there is no way to stop it, they will desist from tenting hereafter. It reminds me 
of the Scotch Fairs we used to have in North Carolina .... In newly, thinly se1tled 
countries where churches arc few and far between, camp-meetings are produc­
tive ... but here where we arc in convenient distance of five or six churches ... 
many think that they are productive of more harm than good to our church. I 
remember from forty to fifty years ago, in the days of Father Jenkins, Charles 
Betts, and others, at our church at camp-meeting, hundreds were converted and 
joined the church. You say, no display among the tenters; they were poor 
homespun people; occupied clap-board tents.some of them covered with brush; 
eat their meals spread on a cloth in the tent on the straw; no flaunting around; 
the people went there to do and get good. Now ... our dressing must be of the 
finest material; our tables groaning under the weight of luxuries ... and the 
strictest etiquette observed throughout the meeting.21 

In the Gully's long history of camp meetings, it was not unusual 10 have a 
disruptive elemen t present. During the last few years of the Gully Camp 
Meeting the officials of the campground read from the stand a list of rules at 
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seventy-two scholars enrolled at the beginning of the term. By the middle of 
May, enrollment had surged to ninety-five. Under Rev. McRoy's leadership, 
Sunday School usually began with a hymn followed by a Scripture reading. 
The Sunday School lesson was next taught in the various classes by the 
teachers. Dismissal was preceded by the reading of the Apostles' Creed. The 
program continued to be strong until the early fall, when the attendance 
began to drop substantially." 

The spring and summer of 1882 saw several changes in the membership of 
Wesley Chapel. One member was lost to death and twomembersmoved from 
the Wesley Chapel area and withdrew their membership. Elizabeth C. 
Harrell, the wife of Ira Martin Harrell, died June 19, 1882, after a long illness. 
Harrell, fifty-eight years old, had long been active at Wesley Chapel." 
Thompson G. Harrell, son of Spencer Harrell and a trustee at Wesley Chapel, 
moved with his family to Florida during the summer of 1882. J. Wesley 
Beasley was elected at the Fourth Quarterly Conference to fill the vacancy 
created by Harrell's departure.'° Robert C. Galloway, the son of James and 
Elizabeth Galloway ,51 withdrew his membership from Wesley Chapel during 
this same summer after a move to Darlington. Galloway had joined the 
church under the ministry of Rev. David D. Dantzler in 1879." 

Rev. John W. McRoy made note of the death and burial of a long time 
Methodist during July of 1882, Mrs. Rebecca Mason. She died at the home of 
her son-in-law, Rev. James T. Kilgo." Rev. Kilgo served Philadelphia Meth­
odist Church, among others, of the Lower Darlington Circuit. Mrs. Mason 
was born on November 15, 1803, in Fairfield District, South Carolina. She 
married Rev. Washington Mason on June 22, 1826. Rev. Mason died early in 
life, leaving his widow with three young children to raise. Upon her death on 
July 8, Mason had been a devoted member of the Methodist Church for over 
sixty years. "She was buried at Gully Campground .... She was the oldest 
member of Bethel Church, Fairfield Circuit. ... "54 Because Philadelphia 
Church did not have a cemetery, it was the practice during most of the 1800's 
tJ bury those persons associated with that church at Wesley Chapel. 

Wesley Chapel ushered in a new year in· robust health. The church could 
boast 189 lay members, 2 local preachers, and 106 pupils in its Sunday School 
program. The sanctuary was valued at $2,500 and the campground facilities 
were valued at an additional $500. During 1882, the members of the circuit 
contributed $17.15 for camp meeting purposes. No other mention of a 
possible camp meeting occurs. The.circuit parsbnage, located adjacent to the 
Wesley Chapel church grounds, was worth $1,000.15 Rev. Alex W. Moore 
served the Methodists on the Darlington Circuit during 1883. Moore was first 
admitted to the South Carolina Conference in 1864, and served the Methodist 
Church until his location in 1885."The year proved to be an eventful year for 
the Methodists of Wesley Chapel and the circuit. Wesley Chapel, under 
Moore's leadership, saw the demise of its sister society, Snow Hill. At the 
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same time, Wesley Chapel welcomed into membership some of those dislo­
cated by Snow Hill's passing. Wesley Chapel's Sunday School program was 
also the beneficiary of the talents of two young men not previously associated 
with the church. 

Rev. Alex W. M oore was warmly welcomed into the circuit parsonage by 
the members of Wesley Chapel and the circuit. For the second year in a row 
the parsonage was warmed by a b lazing fire in the fireplace and the dining 
room table piled high with food in anticipation of a new minister 's arrival. 
Rev. M oore was favorably impressed by his welcome. The faciliti es of Wesley 
Chapel and the prestige of the campground also impressed M oore. He 
described the scene in a letter to the Southern Chris1ian Advoca1e soon after 
his arrival on the circuit. 

T he church buildings arc large and commodious. Wesley Chapel, at the 
Gully, is one of the largest edifices of the kind I have seen in the country; and 
I am told that it is pretty well filled, even on ordinary occasions. The camp­
ground was admirably located, ten years ago, through the foresight and energy 
ofBro.J.B. Campbell. ... The arbor is large, and covered with shingles; the tents, 
which are numerous, are weather boarded. From the back piazza of the 
parsonage we look out upon the church and campground, located in a grove of 
oak and pine. G reat multitudes have been wont to assemble here, from this and 
neighboring counties, on campmeeting occasions.n 

The stewards wasted no time in meeting with the new minister to attend to 
some of the pressing needs of the Darlington Circuit. On January 6, 1883, the 
Board of Stewards met at the parsonage with Rev. Moore. W.R.S. Lawson 
and J.C. Clements of Wesley Chape l, were elected chairman and secretary, 
respectively. O ther members present included John E. Woodham, H..!:!&_h 
M iddleton Woodham, and L.D. King. The salary of the minister was set at 
$800 for the upcoming year , an increase of$25 over the previous year's salary. 
The most important business taken up by the board concerned the member ­
ship of Snow H ill and D amascus churches. The stewards signed a peti tion 
recommending the membership of the two churches unite at Parrott's X 
Roads (Parrott 's Cross Roads) to establish a new church at that place.58 This 
decision led to the disbandment of Snow H ill. Damascus Methodist Church 
was able to continue to operate for another decade, until most of its members 
united with Wesley Methodist Church in Hansville. 

The establishment of a new church at Parrott's Cross Roads moved swiftly. 
At the First Quarterly Conference held on February 10, at D amascus, the 
plans for unification of the churches were discussed. A committee was 
appointed from officials of the Darlington and Lower D arlington Circuits to 
discuss the possibility of conducting preaching at the schoolhouse located at 
Parrott 's Cross Roads. The officials of the Lower Darlington Circuit were 
consulted with the view that the membership of Bethel Church, from that 
circuit, would also benefit from a new church at Parrott's Cross Roads. O n 
February 24, Rev. Moore organized a society at Par rott's Cr oss Roads w i th 



142 History of Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church 

The Fourth Quarterly Conference of the Darlington Circuit passed the 
following resolution upon the death of Lewis Lawson: 

Whereas, Bro. Lewis Lawson, who was a member of this Quarterly Confer• 
ence for a half Century, filling the various offices in the gift of the Quarterly 
Conf. with a fidelity worthy a devoted servant of Jesus Christ, the Great Head 
of the Church, has been removed from the Church Militant of the Church 
triumphant. 

Resolved l 11 That we feel and express our graditude to our Heavenly Father, 
whose providence brought in our midst one whose influence, and labor have 
largely contributed to building up Methodism in the Darlington Circuit, and for 
the grace which comforted and sustained him through a long and useful life and 
supported him in death. 

Resolved 2nd That in the death of our brother [we] are low with humble 
submission to the will of Him who does all thing.s for the best. 

Resolved 3rd That a copy of this preamble and rcsol u tion be sent to the family 
of the deceased, and to the S.C. Advocace, and to the Christian Neighbor for 
publication. 

October J8'h, 1884 
E.T. Hodges 
Oliver Parrott 
Williams Best85 

Stephen P. Galloway also died during 1884, at the age of fifty-five. 
Galloway was born August 26, 1829. In the decade prior to the Civil War he 
served Wesley Chapel as a class leader. During the war Galloway fought as 
a private in Company G of the 21" Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers. 
He was buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery adjacent to four of his children.86 

In the midst of these deaths, Wesley Chapel, and the entire South Carolina 
Conference, continued preparations for the celebration of Methodism's 
centennial year in the state. The celebrations on the Darlington Circuit 
centered on two services held at Wesley Chapel. The first centennial event 
scheduled to be held at Wesley Chapel was a district wide mass meeting. This 
was followed a month and a half later by a special Children's Centenary Day."' 
Before Wesley Chapel and the Methodists of the Darlington Circuit observed 
these occasions, the pastor and Professor Samuel Herbert Zimmerman were 
invited to participate in centenary events in Bishopville. On June 21, both 
men were present at a program hosted by the Bishopville Sunday School. 
Zimmerman opened the program with a lesson entitled, "A Black Heart 
Verses a Pure One." After a short talk by another invited guest, Elwyn 
Rogers, Rev. E.T. Hodges delivered the centenary address. Tiie hour long 
address impressed those present, even to the point that the teachers and 
students were seen taking notes.88 

The centennial celebration at Wesley Chapel was well planned and well 
attended. The gathering took the form of a mass meeting. Rev. Frank H. 
Wood of the North Carolina Conference was the guest minister on the day of 
the celebration, August 9. Rev. Wood ... "preached a powerful sermon to a 
large and appreciative congregation, setting forth the peculiar and distinctive 



"Where the Angels Will Be the Tent Holders" 143 

doctrines and policy of the Methodist Church. "89 The second part of the 
centennial observance occurred September 27. Wesley Chapel designated 
that Saturday as Children's Centenary Day. The results of the children's 
celebration was described as ... "both pleasant and profitable."90 Special 
collections were taken during the centennial observances. J.C. Clements was 
elected treasurer of the Centenary Fund. The first money collected was 
appropriated to the building of a servant's house on the parsonage property .91 

The work of the church did not cease after the hundredth anniversary of 
South Carolina Methodism. Each subsequent year added to the luster of 
Methodism in Darlington County. As 1885 began, Wesley Chapel continued 
to encourage its members to be ever faithful in the Lord's work as it had done 
the previous ninety-six years. Officers of the church for this year included 
Joseph Hendrix, local elder, Stephen Wesley Harrell , trustee, Ira Martin 
Harrell, trustee and steward, W.R.S. Lawson, trustee, steward, and class 
leader, J. Wesley Beasley, steward and Sunday School superintendent, 
Williams Best, steward, C.T. Harrell, steward, Thomas D. King, steward and 
trustee, J .C. Clements, steward and trustee, Samuel Herbert Zimmerman, 
class leader, Dr. William L. Galloway, class leader, R.M. Galloway, class 
leader, Albert Hart Best, class leader, and J. W. Stuckey, class leader. Real­
izing that one of the keys to a successful church was the continued improve­
ment of church property, the trustees of Wesley Chapel purchased and 
installed two new coal stoves during the winter of 1885. The trustees also took 
steps to improve the cemetery grounds.92 

The circuit continued to give its attention to the Snow Hill property during 
1885. A committee of five was appointed to confer with the trustees of the 
Snow Hill property. J.C. Clements, J.E. Woodham, Stephen W. Harrell, 
W.R.S. Lawson, and John W. Terry served on this comminee. The ultimate 
goal of the comminee was the sale of the property.93 

Attendance at worship services continued to be good during 1885, but the 
minister saw the need for some improvemen1. Rev. Hodges felt that ... "there 
is need of more spirituality, more family prayer, and a higher appreciation of 
the church conference. "9

' Wesley Chapel's membership grew steadily during 
the year. During 1885, Henry 8 . Skinner, Louisa F. Skinner, Mary E. Howle, 
Lizzie S. Zimmerman, Ellerbe E. King, Elias Reddick, Sarah Reddick, and 
Fifine Parrott joined with Wesley Chapel.95 

Two deaths struck the membership of Wesley Chapel during 1885, one an 
infant full of promise, and one a leader who had de\'Oted most of his adult life 
to the service of God at Wesley Chapel. ll1e infant daughter of Samuel 
Herbert and Lizzie S. Zimmerman died during 1885, leaving the stunned 
parents to cope with the lost of their first born child. Rev. Hodges was called 
upon to conduct the funeral services of the child. One year earlier he had been 
called upon to marry the Zimmermans. A simple marker in Wesley Chapel's 
cemetery marks 'her res11ng place: "Infant dau . of S.H. & LS. Zimmerman 
1885. "96 
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\le Wesley Chapel took the first steps toward the establishment of a perma­
'nent cemetery association during the summer of 1887. On July 14, a group of 
fodivduals interested in the preservation and upkeep of Wesley Chapel 

· Cemetery met together at the church. J.C. Clements was elected president 
and Samuel Herbert Zimmerman was selected as secretary of the Wesley 

• Chapel Cemetery Association. Rev. Simpson Jones made a motion that a 
committee be appointed to insure that the cemetery was properly maintained 
for the coming year. J.C. Clements, WilliamJ. Oates.James Register, W.R.S. 
Lawson, and Lemuel E. Watford were appointed to this committee. A 
committee, consisting of Dr. Henry J. Lee, Thomas H. Parrott, and Craven N. 
Oates, was also appointed to draw up bylaws for the association. The bylaws 
later adopted listed the duties of the officers, procedures relating to the 
cemetery assessments, the upkeep of the cemetery, the annual meeting date, 
and how deep graves should be dug (four and a half feet). The first meeting 
of the Wesley Chapel Cemetery Association adjourned after agreeing to 
meet again in 1888, on the third Sunday in July.113 

The years 1879 through 1887 saw Wesley Chapel slowly disassociate itself 
from the institution that first brought notoriety to the Methodists of Darling­
ton County, the camp meeting. No doubt the decision to discontinue this 
annual event was difficult, but the members of Wesley Chapel realized that 
it was no longer effective in bringing God's message to sinners. Perhaps Rev. 
John W. McRoy saw the future of the camp meeting in 1880, when he wrote 
of leaving the Gully Campground: 

... who could be associated with the Millers, Lucascs, Kings, Craigs ... 
Galloways, Parrotts, Woodhams, Lawsons, Stewarts, Wallaces, and DuBoses, 
and the rest, without feeling sad at parting, and earnestly hoping to meet again, 
if not in this life,on the great camp-ground where Jesus will be in charge, where 
the angels will be the tent holders, and where all will be shaded by the tree, and 
watered by the river of life. 114 

The use of the revival soon demonstrated that the same results could be 
achieved without some of the problems that came to be associated with the 
camp meeting. The Methodists of Wesley Chapel were active on other fronts 
as well. The church sanctuary was remodeled and a new parsonage built in 
time for the centennial celebrations held at Wesley Chapel. Wesley Chapel, 
as well as the other churches on the Darlington Circuit, enjoyed a vigorous 
Sunday School program. This program became the focus of much time, 
attention, and financial consideration. The positive results of the Sunday 
Schools were not long in coming. Samuel Herbert Zimmerman, Sunday 
School teacher and leader, left Wesley Chapel and became a Methodist 

• minister in later years. Albert Hart Best, a student in Wesley Chapel's Sunday 
School Bible Class also devoted his life to the Methodist ministry. The 
benefits of this instruction to the children of the church could not be denied . 

. It is good that the Sunday School activities trained the children of the church 
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Chapel. He became conscious of the Lord's call into the ministry at an early 
age. After attending Vanderbilt University and Wofford College, Best was 
admitted on trial into the South Carolina Conference in November, 1889. In 
1891, Best was ordained a deacon in Darlington by BishopGranbery. Bishop 
Hargrave ordained Best an elder in 1893. Best married Lillie Andrews of 
Darlington County, February 25, 1890. Seven children were born to this 
union, Louise, Marvin Andrews, Robert Henry, Alliene, Lillie, Albert Hart, 
Jr. and Susan. Lillie Best died December 13, 1911. Rev. Albert Hart Best 
married his second wife, Mrs. M. Ella (Smith) Littlejohn, on June 22, 1915. 
Best was active as a minister until 1922.1111 

With the demise of the annual camp meeting, the Methodists of the 
Darlington Circuit enlisted the services of another weapon in their arsenal, 
the revival. During the first two weeks of July, 1886, a revival was held at 
Wesley Chapel. Two visiting ministers assisted Rev. Hodges in the services, 
Rev. Martin Luther Banks and Professor V.C. Dibble. During the first week 
of the revival, Rev. Banks conducted four services. The results were encour­
aging. The altar was crowded with those in need of prayer. Professor Dibble 
of Trinity Methodist Church in Charleston, was the guest speaker the second 
week of the revival. Fifteen individuals applied for membership during the 
two week revival. The revival next visited Hebron, with Professor Dibble 
again serving as guest minister. Rev. Edward Toland Hodges followed up the 
success of the revival with a number of visits to the homes of members to 
encourage the establishment of family altars. Because of his devotion and 
labors on the Darlington Circuit, the Quarterly Conference voted the pastor 
a three week leave of absence as a token of their appreciation.'"' 

As 1886 came to a close, the Methodists on the Darlington Circuit were 
enjoying great success. The Sunday School program reached record atten­
dance, 402 students and twenty-nine teachers. There were 460 individuals 
who were members of the churches on the circuit, and the spiritual condition 
of those members was greatly improved. Ten infants and forty-six adults were 
baptized during 1886 on the circuit. The sanctuary at Wesley Chapel was 
reported to be in good condition with a value of$2,500. The trustees reported 
the parsonage to be in fair condition and valued at $1,200.110 

The work of Rev. Edward Toland Hodges was not yet complete on the 
Darlington Circuit. His final year on the circuit saw a continuation of the 
successes of 1886. The dedication of Rev. Hodges,to the Sunday School 
program continued to show results. Attendance increased to450"students and 
teachers on the circuit. The members of Wesley Chapel also showed an 
interest in a Sunday School program located at Lydia. The congregations at 
worship services were encouraging. New members continued to join and the 
financial condition of the churches on the circuit remained strong.111 A revival 
was again held at Wesley Chapel. Rev. John W. Murray of the Lower 
Darlington Circuit conducted several services during August.112 

V 
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amount of attention from the members of the circuit. The minister felt that the 
study of the catechisms by the students would pay substantial benefits.69 The 
Darlington Circuit was able to pay in full its missions' apportionment by mid­
March. Rev. Bethea had encouraged the members of each Church to give to 
the missions program by circulating literature and preaching on the impor­
tance of foreign and domestic missions.70 

The First Quarterly Conference of 1893, which actually met December 31, 
1892, considered a request by William Augustus Massebeau to be licensed as 
a local preacher. Massebeau was examined by the conference and unani­
mously approved as a local preacher/ 1 Massebeau was admitted into the 
South Carolina Conference in November, 1893 as an itinerant minister.72 

The Darlington Circuit lost two stewards and a trustee to death during the 
first three months of 1893, John W. Terry, John E. Woodham, and Elias 
Grantham. Of the three officials, Terry was active in Wesley Chapel, while 
Woodham and Grantham were associated with Hebron. John W. Terry was 
born in Richmond County, North Carolina, December 8, 1830. Terry was 
converted and joined the Methodist Church in 1850. For many years Terry 
was associated with the society at Snow Hill, then with Wesley Chapel. Terry 
served Snow Hill for several years as Sunday School superintendent and was 
active at the time of his death as a steward of Wesley Chapel.John W. Terry 
was survived by a wife and five daughters; three sons predeceased their 
father.73 The epitaph on Terry's tombstone read: 

MODEST AND UNASSUMING IN HIS DEVELOPMENT. 
FAITHFUL AND HONEST IN HIS DEALINGS, 
HE LIVED RESPECTED AND DIED LAMENTED' ' 

Spring was a busy time fo r the members of Wesley Chapel. Easter services 
at Wesley Chapel were well attended. 1l1e church was decorated beautifully 
for the special service. Rev. Bethea preached a sermon from Matthew 28:6. 
Miss Mary Harrell, Wesley Chapel's organist, provided appropriate music for 
the occasion.75 In May, Wesley Chapel purchased a handsome communion 
service on which the church's name was engraved.76 

The Darlington Circuit again proved to be the training ground for future 
Methodist ministers. The Third Quarterly Conference of the Darlington 
Circuit unanimously granted Russell Easterling Mood a license to preach 
June 30, 1893. Mood had joined as a mem.ber of. the circuit by transfer of 
certificate in the latter part of 1892.77 Russell Easterl;ng Mood was born in 
Georgetown, the son of Rev. John A. Mood and his wife, Mary Easterling 
Mood. During his youth, before starting school, Mood was taught to read the 
Bible by his parents. He later attended the Bennettsville Academy and 
Wofford College. After graduation from Wofford College, Mood served as 
principal to several different schools including Blenheim High School, St. 
George's Collegiate Institute, and Summerton High School. Mood came to 
Darlington County as principal of the Union Academy. Mood expressed a 
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desire to become a Christian educator and to cultivate the entire personality 
of his students. Mood later moved to Marion County and was recommended 
to the South Carolina Annual Conference by the Blenheim Circuit. He joined 
the South Carolina Conference as a minister on trial in 1894.78 

One of the highlights of the year for the Darlington Circuit occurred 
Sunday, October 15, the dedication of the new Methodist Church at Ashland. 
People from all sections of Darlington County, as well as persons from 
neighboring Chesterfield, Kershaw, and Sumter Counties, were in atten­
dance. Rev. J.C. Kilgo of Wofford College preached the sermon of dedication 
to the large crowd of 400 persons gathered. Rev. Kilgo used John 1:14 as his 
text. The sermon was equal to the occasion. The dedication was especially 
joyous to the members of the church present. The new church was dedicated 
without the shadow of debt over it. The new church took the name Corinth." 

Corinth's beginning was encouraging in other ways as well. Dedicated 
workers, W.V. Moore being the most noteworthy, ensured that the church 
met the needs of Methodists in the Ashland community. Moore organized 
Corinth's first Sunday School nearly six months prior to the official dedica­
tion of the church. Nearly fifty students were in regular attendance. Moore 
took the position of superintendent of the Sunday School and ensured its 
success."'The religious zeal at Corinth did not end with the dedication service. 
The week after the service protracted meetings were held at the church with 
a great crowd in attendance. The altar was surrounded by many penitent 
individuals." 

Rev. Bethea, as he concluded his work on the Darlington Circuit, left with 
a feeling of accomplishment. The programs of the circuit had been strength­
ened under his stewardship. Membership increased with revivals at each 
church adding to the ranks of the believers as well as nourishing the faith of 
the committed. Bethea also saw the establishment and completion of a new 
Methodist church in the Ashland community, Corinth. Wesley Chapel re­
mained steadfast in the work of the Lord and looked forward to continued 
growth in the years to come. 

The Darlington Circuit was fortunate to receive Rev. Pierce Fleming Kilgo 
as its minister during the years 1894 through 1897. Pierce Fleming Kilgo was 
born in Cokesbury, South Carolina, May 18, 1867, the son of Rev. James 
Tillman and Catherine Kilgo. After an education in the public schools of 
South Carolina, Pierce Fleming Kilgo attended Wofford College. Soon after 
graduation from Wofford in 1888, he married Nellie Bethea. Kilgo was 
conscious of a call to the ministry at an early age. At the age of ten, Kilgo 
joined the Methodist Church in Bishopville, South Carolina. A year before 
his graduation from Wofford, Kilgo was licensed to preach. In December, 
1888, he was admitted on trial into the South Carolina Conference. Prior to 
his appointntent to the Darlington CircuiL, Rev. Pierce Fleming Kilgo served 
Lancaster, Greenwood, and Cheraw." 
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the agricultural interests of the county during his life of active public service.19 

Among the first new members welcomed to Wesley Chapel by Rev. Davis 
was the Hay family. Reuben Hay, Sarah E. Hay, and their children, Sallie E. 
and Clarence B. Hay, joined the church by transfer of their certificates.20 

Rev. Davis had only been in Darlington County for a short period of time 
when he was called upon to preach the funeral of one of Wesley Chapel's 
leaders, W.R.S. Lawson. Lawson died March 22, 1899. William Robert 
Spencer Lawson was born December 25, 1831, the son of~ and Helena 
Harrell Lawson. Lawson's wife of nearly twenty-six years, Julia Ann, died the 
previous year.21 W.R.S. Lawson had been a member of Wesley Chapel for 
fifty-two years. Lawson followed the example of service to Wesley Chapel set 
by his father, Lewis Lawson, and grandfather, Spencer Harrell. W.R.S. 
Lawson served as Sunday School superintendent, trustee, and steward. For 
over twenty years, Lawson held the office of chairman of the Board of 
Stewards. The Third Quarterly Conference of the Darlington Circuit meeting 
at Wesley Chapel passed a resolution concerning the death of W.R.S. 
Lawson. This resolution read in pan: 

.. . he was .. . always ready and willing to give his best energies to the cause 
of the Master; Therefore, be it 

Resolved ... That this church and charge has sustained a most grievous 
deprivation, his family an irreparable loss, and the community deprived of a 
most useful and worthy citizen.22 

As spring began, Rev. Davis worked with the members of the circuit to 
establish and publish a preaching sched ule for the churches of the Darlington 
Circuit. Rev. Davis preached at Wesley Chapel the first three Sundays of each 
month at 11:00 A.M. On the first and third Sundays of each month, Rev. Davis 
preached at Hebron at 3:30 P.M., and on the fourth Sunday, preaching was 
held at Hebron at 11:00 A.M. Preaching was scheduled at Ashland on the 
second and fourth Sundays of each month at 3:30 P.M.13 

The annual Sunday School Convention was held at Cypress Church May 
16-18, 1899. The Sunday Schools of the Darlington Circuit were well repre­
sented at this convention. Rev. Davis presided over a session held on 
Wednesday, May 17, entitled, 'Parental Training, How, when, where, and 
why?' He also delivered the sermon at the Wednesday evening gathering.2A 

Rev. Davis gave special praise to the Sunday School programs of Wesley 
Chapel and Ashland during the Second and Third Quarterly Conferences. 
The Wesley Chapel program increasecl its -enrollment and ,seemed to be 
maintaining the interest of the children. The children of Wesley Chapel had 
donated $2.86 to mission work through the Sunday School. The program had 
recently been upgraded by the addition of several new teaching positions and 
the purchase of new maps at a cost of $10.00. The enrollment of the Sunday 
Schools at Ashland exceeded that of the church. The superintendent of the 
Ashland school, P.P. Bethea, complained that the attendance was not as good 
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as it should have been. Davis felt the spiritual life of the circuit was not as good 
as it could have been either. If he could have made changes in the members 
spiritual lives, he would have given ... "the church of God and her interests 
a larger place in many minds than it seems now to have."" 

The passing of the older generation continued on the Darlington Circuit 
during 1899. Two of Hebron's most respected leaders, Hugh Middleton 
Woodham and local preacher, McKenzie Mozingo, died during the year. 
Both men had served Methodism at Hebron Church for several decades. The 
entire circuit mourned their passing.26 

The Lydia community was shocked by the death of one of its most 
prominent citizens, Dr. Henry J. Lee, on October?. The events leading to his 
death created sensational headlines in the county newspapers. On Thursday, 
October 5, Dr. Henry J. Lee was mortally wounded by his son, Dr. Maxcy 
Gregg Lee. The elder Lee lived for two days after the shooting. During this 
time Lee stated that his son deliberately shot him after an argument. During 
a drunkened rage Dr. Maxcy Gregg Lee had threatened to kill the Lee's 
housekeeper. When Dr. Lee admonished his son, he was shot with a shotgun. 
Shortly before his death, Dr. Lee told an attending physician, Dr. R.B.R.C. 
Wallace, "'Maxcy shot me wilfully and deliberately."' Dr. Henry J. Lee was 
born in Sumter District on October 2, 1829. He was the son of Oran D. and 
Susan McKenzie Lee. Early in his life, his parents moved to the Stokes Bridge 
area of Darlington District. Lee graduated from the South Carolina Medical 
College in 1854. Dr. Lee moved to the Lydia community and became a 
partner of Dr. Christopher J. Flinn. In 1856, Dr. Lee married Olivia Lavinia 
Perry of Lancaster District, South Carolina. The couple were parents to eight 
children, Fannie, Henry J.,Samuel Henry DLXon, Maxcy Gregg, George 0., 
Susan Olivia, Robert Edward, and Fitzhugh. During the Civil War, Lee 
served in the 21" Regiment of South Carolina Volunteers, eventually obtain­
ing the rank of Lieutenant. After the war, Lee served his community in a 
variety of ways. He represented Darlington County in the South Carolina 
General Assembly from 1892 to 1893. Funeral services were held for Dr. Lee 
at Wesley Chapel on Sunday morning, October 8. He was buried in Wesley 
Chapel Cemetery with full masonic honors. Dr. Maxcy Gregg Lee was tried 
and convicted for the murder of his father. He was sentenced to life in the 
penitentiary." 

In November Rev. Davis looked back on his year of service to the 
Methodists of Wesley Chapel, Hebron, and Ashland. The circuit's general 
condition was as good as he had seen it during his limited stay. The circuit 
continued to emphasize its Sunday School program. Over 270 students were 
enrolled at the three churches under the supervision of twenty-eight teachers 
and officers. Recently $44.00 had been expended on literature for the 
children. Wesley Chapel had held its Rally Day with good results. Steward­
ship for the mission's program was encouraging to the minister. Davis left the 
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from Lumberton, North Carolina. In addition, Colin M. Best and W.L. 
Crosswell transferred thei r certificates to Wesley Chapel during February 
and March, respectively. The pastor was somewhat disappointed in the 
progress Methodism had made at Philadelphia during the winter months. 
Rev. Mason admonished the membership of Philadelphia concerning atten­
dance at Sunday worship. Mason contended that there were more nonmem­
bers in attendance at Philadelphia than members on some Sundays, ... "a fact 
that should cause us some concern & self examination."19 

Wesley Chapel continued to emphasize its ministry 10 the young people of 
the church during the spring of 1912. The children participated in special 
exercises on Easter Sunday as well as an Easter egg hunt.2D Miss Agnes 
Reynolds, Miss Dosia Register, Miss Nannie Loyd, Joe Reynolds, and John 
David Taylor attended a joint meeting of the Woman's H ome Mission 
Society and the Epworth Leagues of the Florence District in Lamar on June 
7 through 9. The delegates heard reports from several individuals familiar to 
the Methodists of the Darlington Circuit including Mrs. Jane Wait and Miss 
Bettie Lawson. Rev. William Augustus Masse beau delivered a sermon to the 
assembled delegates on the importance of the Woman's Home Mission 
Society.21 The Sunday School program lost an important asset in May, its 
superintendent, W.B. Carns and his wife. Professor Carns, the principal of 
Epworth School, left the area Lo take another position. The Sunday School 
program under Carns had expanded and made use of the graded system. 
Attendance increased with a new emphasis on classes suited to the church's 
adult members. The ministry to the adults resulted in three Adult Bible 
Classes. Only a few years before in Wesley Chapel's history the minister was 
lamenting the fact that few if any adults participated in the Sunday School 
program. Under the leadership of Professor Carns, and others, the program 
began to reach far beyond its traditional juvenile base. The Third Quarterly 
Conference designated Luther Fields as the new Sunday School superinten­
dent and James R. Register as his assistant.U 

With each passing year, the summer re\"ival became more of a tradition at 
Wesley Chapel. The revival of 1912 saw many backsliders renew their 
commitment to the church. Rev. Mason fel t the entire membership was 
brought into a closer relationship with Jesus Christ. Eleven new members 
were brought into the membership of Wesley Chapel during this revival on 
profession of faith: Sadie Jo rdan, M. Martin H&rrell, Jessie King, Pearce Lee, 
H e nry Lee Bass, A lma M unn, Win~ton Melton, Clarence Lee, Maxie Nor­
wood, Belle Spradley, and R oland Register. Previously, five members joined 
Wesley Chapel by transfer of the ir church letter: Dr. Jehu M. Woodham and 
his wife, Olivia Woodham, Martha Privette Munn, Mattie Garner Gandy, 
and David B. King. The spring and summer also proved to be a time for infant 
baptisms. Thirty-six infants were baptized by the members of Wesley Chapel 
and Philadelphia during this period, including Edward Racine Mason, the son 
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of Rev. and Mrs. Mason. "May we, the officials; members, and pastor, take 
these whom God has entrusted to our keeping, and rear them up in His 
nurture, and for his service."23 

As Rev. Mason ended his last year on the circuit, he reflected upon the 
accomplishments of Methodism at Wesley Chapel. The Epworth League of 
the church had increased its membership from seventeen to fifty-two. The 
league met twice monthly and had developed plans to designate a room as 
their own. The newly organized Wesley Bible Oass boasted sixty-one members. 
This class also resolved to devote one Sunday each quarter to a mission study. 
Chr istian education was evident in the children's Sunday School program. 
The new sense of excitement for the Sunday School program could be seen 
in the Sunday School's new motto, "Every member a member of our Sunday 
School. "2A Several of the young adults continued their education in college: 
Joseph B. Reynolds, Wofford College, Foster Lee, the University of South 
Carolina, Mona Pate, Lander College, Efford Pate, Clemson University, and 
Fila Suggs, Coker College. The congregations at Wesley Chapel had in­
creased to their greatest level since Rev. Mason's arrival on the circuit. 
Spirituality and the placement of family altars in the home had also increased 
during Mason's two years on the circuit. The importance of missions' work 
was not lost on the members of Wesley Chapel. The Home Missionary 
Society with eleven members and the Women's Foreign Missionary Society 
with twenty-four members had recently combined at the church. The money 
from the dues and the projects of the societies was forwarded to aid the cause 
of missions in South Carolina and around the world. Rev. Mason left Wesley 
Chapel and the Darlington Circuit confident that the work of the Lord had 
progressed during his two year tenure.25 

Rev. Reuben Wilson Humphries ministered 10 the Darlington Circui t for 
four years, 1913 through 1916. He was the eldest of Milton W. and Mary G. 
Humphries' seven children. Humphries was born in Union, South Carolina, 
D ecember 9, 1878. He obtained his early education from the Union city 
schools. After graduation from high school, Humphries entered Presbyterian 
College in Clinton, South Carolina. The year 1896 proved to be one of the 
most important of Humphries' life. On June 11, he graduated from Presby­
terian College. Almost immediately after his graduation, he was licensed to 
preach. On October 14, Reuben Wilson Humphries married Miss Florence 
Chandler of Kingstree, South Carolina. To complete an eventful year, the 
South Carolina Conference yea r appointed Rev. Humphries as a supply 
minister for 1897. Humphries brought a special talent to the Darlington 
Circuit, the special ability to minister and give guidance Lo the young men of f the community.z,, 

ii As Rev. Humphries began his duties on the Darlington Circuit, an aged 
. .t member of the Wesley Chapel congregation died, Nancy Register. Nancy 
~ Register was born in 1830, 1he daughter of Abel and Nannie Rcgister.2

' The 
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Register family had long been associated with Wesley Chapel. Nancy Regis­
ter died December 23, 1912. She was buried in the Wesley Chapel Cemetery.28 

At the last Quarterly Conference of 1912, the stewards and trustees for 
1913 were elected. M embers of the Board of Stewards from Wesley Chapel 
included: J.C. Clements, Clarence D. Lee, Luther Fields, Marion D. Stokes, 
Robert L ee Melton, John T. Suggs, Charles S. Register, James R. Register, 
Eli W. Register, Phillip H. Tedder, George 0 . L ee, and Charles W. Galloway. 
Philadelphia members of the board were: John C. D owling, Thomas E. 
Woodham, W.P. DuBose, Samuel Truett, and J.M . Yarborough. Five men 
from Wesley Chapel served on the Board of Trustees: J.C. Clements, Clar­
ence D . Lee, Benjamin Sydney Josey, John A . Fields, and Laurie William 
Redick. Francis Asbury Dowling, W.P. DuBose, J.E. Sumner, and J. Sam 
Howle represented Philadelphia on the Board of Trustees. Luther Fields 
continued to serve Wesley Chapel as Sunday School superintendent and J. 
Sam H owle served Philadelphia in the same capaci ty. Rev. Humphries 
depended upon these men to assist him in the implementation of various 
programs on the circuit during 1913.29 

Rev. Humphries was not able to accurately determine the state of 
Methodism until he had served the circui t for several months. On April 12, at 
the Second Quarterly Conference at Philadelphia, Humphries reported on 
the state of the churches on the circuit. He found the general state of the 
churches encouraging. The services were well allended, the missionary 
societies were doing good work, and the officials were efficient and faithful. 
The Sunday Schools were organized into missionary societies and sent a 
monthly contribu tion to support the work of a missionary in Brazil. Rev. 
Humphries did find some fault with the state of the church. "The supreme 
need of the hour is a deepening of the spiritual tone of the church."30 

Periodically Wesley Chapel expanded its regular programs to involve 
more and more people in the work of the church. During the late spring and 
early summer of 1913, the church instituted aJuniorEpworth League. Wesley 
Chapel did not neglect its established programs. The Children's Day festivi­
ties raised $21.00 for the cause of missions. The Women's Home and Foreign 
Missionary Society had a surplus of $100.00 after conference commitments 
had been paid. This was expected to increase after the L ayman's Rally Day 
was held.31 

Rev. Humphries was not the only minister concerned about the lack of 
spirituality among his parishioners .. The Florence District of the South 
Carolina Conference, of which· the Darlington Circuit was a part, also ad­
dressed this lack of spirituality at its May meeting. The Florence District 
Conference passed a resolution urging ministers to emphasize evangelism. 
June 15 through June 22 was set aside as a week of prayer wi thin the district 
that God may continue to exhibit his saving grace.32 

Wesley Chapel's lone local preacher, Charles W. Galloway, continued to 
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play an important role within the area. Galloway often performed marriage 
ceremonies for young couples within the Lydia area and conducted funeral 
services. He traveled outside the bounds of the Darlington Circuit to minister 

' the Gospel to neighboring Methodist churches. Elim Methodist Church 
benefited from Galloway's talents on a hot Sabbath during mid-July. Gal­
loway journeyed to Elim and delivered a sermon to the gathered congrega­
tion.33 

As the summer ended and fall approached, Wesley Chapel did not 
interrupt its ministry on the Darlington Circuit. Rev. R.E. Turnipseed 
returned to the church on Sunday, September?, to conduct a series of services 
in connection with the church's revival. Rev. Turnipseed was a favorite 
among the people of Wesley Chapel. Wesley Chapel in an effort to involve the 
children in the revival services, held "Decision Day" on the first day of the 
revival.34 November 2 was a meaningful day for the members of the Junior 
and Senior Epworth Leagues of Wesley Chapel. On this day the Florence 
District secretary visited with the young people and presented a program to 
each group. The senior group heard the secretary deliver an address entitled, 
"The Third Department. " The junior group enjoyed an address entitled, 
"The Junior and Seniors ofTomorrow."35 

As 1913 ended, Wesley Chapel could look back on the year with pride. 
Almost every phase of the church 's ministry continued to grow, Sunday 
Schools, Epworth L eagues, and the Women's Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society. Church members were present in large numbers during Sunday 
worship services. The church had gained several new members during the 
year: Florence Chandler Humphries, Florence Wilson Humphries, Gilliam 
Gee Humphries, Barney A . Hobson, Mary Jane Hobson, Thomas B. 
Holcombe, lrane McKiney Holcombe, C.F. Burgdorf, B.F. King, William 
Hampton Blackwell , and Clifton G alloway.1o The church also lost a well liked 
gentleman during 1913, J. Ferdinand Galloway. Galloway was a veteran of 
the Civil War and a member of Wesley Chapel in good standing upon his 
death on August 16. He left his wife, Maggie F. Galloway and five children: 
Maggie Witherspoon, Sue Jordan, Minnie Galloway, Lewis Duncan Gal­
loway, and F. Middleton Galloway.37 He was buried in Wesley Chapel 
Cemetery. 

The new year , 191.t, saw Wesley Chapel participate in many district wide 
activities. Rev. Humphries was active at the district level as secretary of the 
Florence District Conference. Many of the decisions and resolutions passed 
by the conference were later put into effect by the Methodists of the 
Darlington Circuit. 1l1e minister was not the only one active from Wesley 
Chapel at the district level. John David Taylor, former president of the 
Wesley Chapel Epworth League, shared his experiences as president with 
other churches in the district. In an effort to duplicate the successful Wesley 
Chapel Epworth program, Taylor was asked to visi t a number of rural 
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Therefore be it resolved: 
First, that his removal from o ur midst will leave a vacancy that wiU be deeply 

felt by all members of the Board of Stewards; and that we deplore the loss of J.C. 
Oements with deep feelings of regret, softened only by the confident assurance 
that his spirit is with those who having fought the good fight here, are enjoying 
perfect happiness in a better world. 

Second, that the efforts put forth by him in the building up of the community, 
by service, contribution and counsel will be held in grateful remembrance.• 

Rev. Rhoad met for the first time officially with the members of the 
Quarterly Conference at Wesley Chapel on February 11. Presiding Elder 
Rev. Elbert L. McCoy was also in attendance at this meeting. The new pastor 
was able to report that the size of the congregations had doubled since the 
December Annual Conference. The stewards reported that $2,400 had been 
set as the pastor's salary for 1922. This amount was to be divided between the 
two churches with Wesley Chapel responsible for $1 ,440 and Hebron respon­
sible for $960. Luther Fields of Wesley Chapel was selected as a delegate to 
the District Conference, in addition to Ernest E. Woodham and Asa Edward 
Mozingo of Hebron. The pastor reported that Mrs. Rhoad and three of their 
children had joined the fellowship of Wesley Chapel. Wheeler A. Rhinehardt 
and Ethel D. Rhinehardt also joined the membership of the church by 
transfer of certificate.9 

The membership of Wesley Chapel was engaged in several notable activi­
ties during the winter and spring of 1922. The church welcomed Dr. E.W. 
Sikes, president of Coker College, on Sunday, February 26. Dr. Sikes ad­
dressed the Men's Bible Class during Sunday School on the subject of the 
Disarmament Conference. His lecture gave a description of the conference 
and the results that could be expected from the gathering. During the worship 
service, Dr. Sikes spoke to the congregation concerning John Wesley. The 
unusually large crowd listened intently to the address on the founding father 
of Methodism. A large delegation from Wesley Chapel attended the Sunday 
School Convention in Bishopville on Friday, April 7. On April 9, several 
members of the church heard the noted black minister, Rev. Richard Carroll, 
preach at Josey Chapel in Lydia. During May, several members of Wesley 
Chapel attended the District Missionary Convention in Sumter. Wesley 
Chapel was filled to capacity on Mother's Day. A committee met members of 
the arriving congregation at the door and pinned roses on those individuals 
who arrived without a flower. The Men's Bible Class counted fifty-three 
present. Total Sunday School attendance was 267. Rev. Rhoad delivered an 
excellent sermon entitled, "Mother, Home, and Heaven." The following 
Sunday, May 21, services were not held at Wesley Chapel because of the 
graduation exercises at the high school. A commencement sermon was 
preached by Rev. Adolphus P. Turner of Mount Elon Baptist Church.10 

The members of the Quarterly Conference met July 29, at Wesley Chapel. 
Rev. Rhoad reported that Mr. A.W. Ayers, the Epworth League field 
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' secretary of the South Carolina Conference, visited Wesley Chapel on July 9. 
Ayers aided the young people of the church in the organization of the 
Epworth League. The league's attendance suffered during and immediately 
after the World War. Francis Marion Oates was elected president of the 
Epworth League for the remainder of 1922. Rev. Rhoad reported that Miss 
Minnie Galloway moved her membership from Wesley Chapel during the 
third quarter by certificate. The major interest of the conference evolved 
around the status of the ongoing business transaction undertaken by the 
church with Benjamin Sydney Josey. Previously the church purchased the 
parsonage from Josey and decided to sell him a tract of land adjacent to the 
church. The account was still outstanding, and the Quarterly Conference 
gave the Wesley Chapel Church Conference the authority to ... "balance 
accounts with B.S. Josey for parsonage as far as it will doso, if it is decided by 
church conference that it is the proper thing to do."" 

The autumn proved to be a period of growth for Wesley Chapel. Ten new 
members joined the church on October 8, by vows: Irene Rhinehardt, Bessie 
Leola Holcombe, Mary Elizabeth Holcombe, Margaret Witherspoon, Mary 
Katherine Brooks, Troy Adams,JulianStith,Jack Truett,Jack Edwin Suggs, 
and Eula Louise Suggs. Mr. and Mrs. J. Leland Gilmore joined the church on 
the same date by transfer of their certificate. Rev. Rhoad added even more 
members to the church roll on October 29: Heyward Truett, Annie Lee Suggs, 
Ruth Stewart, Mary Stewart, Sara Helena Register, Alma Truett, Lavelle 
Galloway, M.D. Stokes, Jr., R. Strom Fields, Annie King, Melissa Harrell, 
Selima Galloway, Christine Adams, Edith Rhoad, Alwin Rhinehardt, Harley 
S. Stewart, Herbert Galloway, Robert Fields, Edel Norwood, Louise Nor­
wood, Maggie Redick, and Howard Tedder. Mrs. Foster P. Lee, Lide Nor­
wood, Mrs. Tom Lee, and A.H. Best were enrolled during November of 1922. 
One member of the church transferred during the fall, Mrs. Hattie Stokes.12 

Thus a true revival is in progress each Sunday at Wesley Chapel, as should 
be the case, and the live interest manifested is in evidence not only on the part 
of those just uniting with the church, bu ton the part of the general membership, 
who deeply appreciate Rev. Rhoad as a pastor and as a minister, and whose 
church loyalty renders Wesley Chapel an institution of unusual strength in the 
way of social efficiency and of real religion. 13 

The Women's Missionary Society and the Epworth League gave their 
yearly report to the officials of the charge gathered at Hebron on October 9. 
Miss Dosia Register, treasurer of the organization, reported that the Wesley 
Chapel Auxiliary was active with forty-seven members. The membership 
sent a total of $123.80 to the conference treasurer during 1922. The Epworth 
League reported thirty-one members. A.H. Best, Jr. was elected as president 
of the league for the coming year. "The outlook for a wide awake league at 
this place is very good indeed. "14 

V 

V 

V 
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and trustees for the upcoming year, 1924. Francis Oates, Wheeler A . 
Rhinehardt, Henry Lee Bass, Luther Fields, Charles S. Register , Dorsey A . 
DuBose, A. Theodore Register, William A sbury Suggs, Whiteman Melton, 
and George C. Best were elected to represent Wesley Chapel on the Board 
of Stewards. Trustees of church property elected from Wesley Chapel were 
Joseph B. Reynolds, John G . Suggs, Barney Fields, J.L. Blackman, and 
Benjamin Sydney Josey. Parsonage trustees from Wesley Chapel included 
Luther Fields, James R. Register, and Dorsey A. DuBose. W.B. Carns was 
again selected to supervise the Sunday Schools of the church.23 

Rev. Rhoad was appointed to the Wesley Chapel and Hebron Charge for 
another year. The year 1924, proved to be one of his most memorable years 
of service to the Methodist Church. The ongoing dispute between Wesley 
Chapel and one of its trustees, Benjamin Sydney Josey, erupted during the 
year after simmering under the seemingly tranquil surface for several years. 
The dispute had its origins in 1920, when the church decided to acquire a new 
parsonage and make repairs on the sanctuary. The church decided to buy a 
house from Josey located near Lydia to use as a parsonage. Soon afterwards, 
Wesley Chapel put up for sale three acres of land on which the Epworth 
School stood. Josey was the highest bidder for the property. Josey paid the 
church twenty percent of the $2250 purchase price, $450. As part of the 
agreement between the church and Josey, the Library Hall was to be moved 
or torn down by the church. It is not clear why the church agreed to move or 
tear down the Library Hall. The building was located on land donated to 
Wesley Chapel by Ira Martin Harrell. 

The church did delay in giving Josey a deed to the property. The delay was 
caused by the refusal of one of the church trustces,John W. Reynolds, to sign 
the deed conveying the property to Josey. The property in question was 
originally sold to the church by Joseph and Clarissa Hendrix in 1874. The deed 
contained the phrase: 

To have and to hold forever fort he use and benefit of said Church and Camp 
ground, and we hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns forever to defend unto the said trustees and to their successors in office 
the .. . tract of land.2' 

John W. Reynolds married Mary Alice H endrix, the daughter of Joseph 
and Clarissa H endrix. John W. Reynolds and his wife Mary Alice, either 
believed the wording of the 1874 deed precluded the. church from disposing 
of the property, or were unwilling to dispose of the proper ty sold the church 
by the Hendrix family. John W. Reynolds, as a successor in office to the 1874 
trustees, decided not to sign the deed to Josey _:i.s 

The deed was signed by J.C. Clements, Barney Fields, Benjamin Sydney 
Josey, and J.L. Blackman, trustees of Wesley Chapel, and dated June 1920. 
The signature of John W. Reynolds does not appear on the deed. The deed 
was finally delivered to Josey more than three years after the transaction. 
Josey recorded the deed in Darlington on November 28, 1923.26 
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. Despite the delivery of the deed to Josey, there continued to bea great deal 
'of antagonism between some of the officials of Wesley Chapel and Benjamin 
. Sydney Josey. A final settlement of the financial aspects of the transaction 
had not yet taken place. The First Quarterly Conference of 1924, decided to 
_appoint a committee, made up of members from Wesley Chapel and Hebron, 
to ... "settle the parsonage and church matters. That the said committee be 
authorized to employ, if necessary, legal assistance." The trustees of the 
parsonage and church were instructed to sign all deeds agreed to by the 
committee. The committee was asked to report their findings to the Second 

. Quarterly Conference. No agreement reached would be final unless agreed 
upon by the conference.27 

On April 27, a church conference was held at Wesley Chapel. The church 
voted eighty-seven to zero to move the parsonage from its location to a 
location close r to the church. The church decided to forego the purchase of 
the parsonage from Josey. A verbal report was made to the Second Quarterly 
Conference by the committee on May 10. The nature of the report was not 
recorded, but apparently no suitable agreement was reached between the 
committee and Benjamin Sydney Josey. Charles W. Galloway made a motion 
that Benjamin Sydney Josey and J .L. Blackman be removed from the Wesley 
Chapel Board of Trustees. The motion was voted upon by the officials present 
and passed. A second motion was put forth by Galloway that James R. 
Register and Luther Fields be removed from the Board of Trustees of the 
parsonage. This motion also was approved by the assembled members of the 
conference. To fill the vacancies created by the vote to oust Josey and 
Blackman from Board of Trustees of Wesley Chapel, the conference elected 
Ellie P. Galloway and Lee Melton. Marion D. Stokes and Brantley F. Melton 
were elected to fill the vacancies on the Board of Trustees of the parsonage. 
The conference also appoinied a Parsonage Building Committee. The 
members of the committee were: Brantley F. Melton, Willie Lee, Henry Lee 
Bass, William Asbury Suggs, Marion D. Stokes, and Wheeler A. Rhinehardt 
of Wesley Chapel and John C. Gatlin, Charles H. Kelley, and Ernest E. 
Woodham of Hebron.2.8 

The relationship between Wesley Chapel and Benjamin Sydney Josey 
continued to worsen. A Special Quarterly Conference was held at Wesley 
Chapel on July 30. Presiding Elder Rev. Elbert L. McCoy served as chairman 
of the conference. In addition to Rev. Rhoad, the fo llowing officia ls of the 
Wesley Chapel and Hebron Charge were present: A. Theodore Register, 
Marion D. Stokes, John C. Gatlin, William Asbury Suggs, John G. Suggs, 
Wheeler A- Rhinehardt, Francis Oates, Henry L. Bass, Ernest E. Woodham, 
Ellie P. Galloway, William T. Taylor, Joseph 8. Reynolds, Charles W. 
Galloway, Barney Fields, Robert L. Melton, Brantley F. Melton, Charles S. 
Register, George C. Best, and Mattie Taylor. The following resolution was 
made and unanimously adopted by the conference: 
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been in declining health for several years, his death on Friday, December 30, 
was unexpected. Rhinehardt was survived by his wife, Ethel DuBose 
Rhinehardt, and four children, Alwin Rhinehardt, W.A. Rhinehardt, Jr. , 
James Rhinehardt, and Irene Rhinehardt. Wheeler A. Rhinehardt was 
buried in Wesley Chapel Cemetery in services conducted by Rev. Godbold, 
assisted by Rev. A.C. Magee of Mount Elon Baptist Church.90 

On January 5, 1939, the ladies of Wesley Chapel celebrated the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Women's Missionary Society in South Carolina. Mrs. 
Emmett Adams served as hostess of the event. She was assisted by Margaret 
Lee, Helen Lee, Doris Adams, and Carolyn Adams. After the guests were 
served refreshments, Doris Adams sang a song accompanied instrumentally 
by Christine Adams. Readings were given by Margaret Lee and Helen Lee. 
The highlight of the program was a paper presented by Mrs. Erin W. Register 
on the history of the auxiliary at Wesley Chapel. Register outlined the 
contributions of the auxiliary during its nearly one half century of service to 
Wesley Chapel: 

The value of our society cannot be estimated. We have helped lo build a 
church, buy a piano, carpel, ... chairs, and light plant, and other furnishings . . .. 
We have helped wi th the parsonage furnishings and given or our time [and) 
money to community social work. Our pledge for Foreign M issions have [sic) 
increased each year. . .. We now have two circles, Jane Waite and Detty Josey 
meeting each month in the homes and membership of 40 .... 91 

Rev. Godbold and the officials of the charge also began the new year with 
a good outlook. The stewards of the charge worked with the pastor in setting 
a budget. The pastor's salary and the benevolences were paid from this 
budget. Again the charge tried to successfully introduce the envelope system 
to the membership of Wesley Chapel and Hebron. The introduction of this 
system was greeted with some support by the membership. Some families 
used the envelopes each week, some every other wee k, and some fami lies 
used it monthly. The pastor was hopeful the congregations would accept this 
system. The First Quarterly Conference elected four additional stewards 
from Wesley Chapel on January 29, 1939. Clifton Galloway, Harley S. 
Stewart, Luther Fields, Jr., and Jess Taylor were asked to serve on the Board 
of Stewards. In addition, Francis M. Oates agreed to serve as acting superin­
tendent of the Wesley Chapel Sunday Schools. Rev. Godbold reported 
several membership changes to the First Quarterly Conference. In addition 
to the death of Wheeler A. Rhinehardt.and J ameS'Raleigh Register, Godbold 
reported the loss of Lester Watford to death. Seven members of Wesley 
Chapel transferred their membership from the church by certificate: Mr. and 
Mrs. Otto Roy Fields, Roy Fields, Jr., LuEllen Fields, Mr. and Mrs. J.R. 
Boykin, and Mrs. Bessie Josey. Two individuals joined Wesley Chapel during 
this period, Mrs. Clifton Galloway and Mrs. Troy Privette.92 

Two members of the Wesley Chapel family died during the fi rst three 
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months of 1939, Mattie J. Blackwell, and Eliza J. Suggs. Mattie J. Blackwell 
was born in North Carolina, August 23, 1865, the daughter of John and Sarah 
Ann T erry. She died at her home near Lydia on February 25, after a long 
illness. H er family moved to Darlington County after the Civil War and 
.became active members of Snow Hill Methodist Church. After the demise of 
Snow Hill the Terry family moved their membership to Wesley Chapel. 
Mattie J. Terry first married George King and was married second to Willie 
H. Blackwell. Mattie J. Blackwell was survived by her husband as well as four 
children by her former marriage: Maxie King, Belton King, Mrs. Arthur 
Newsome, and Mrs. Mattie Newsome.93 Eliza J. Suggs, the widow of John T . 
Suggs,died March 8. She was born, February 6, 1860, thedaughterofNicholas 
and Mary Mixon Best. Suggs was survived by five daughters; Bessie Josey, 
Fann ye Mae Suggs, Mamie Stewart, Lois Suggs, Phila Chandler; and one son, 
William Asbury Suggs.94 

A s winter gave way to spring, Rev. Godbold reported that the condition 
of Wesley Chapel's Sunday Schools showed marked improvement. Various 
classes sponsored regular worship programs. This increased interest and 

' attendance at Sunday School. The church also observed Missionary Sunday 
every fourth Sunday with the offering submiued to the Board of Christian 
Education. The stewards were encouraged wi th the conunued good response 
of the congregation to the envelope system. Two special services were held 
Sunday, April 9, Easter Sunday. Church School Day was observed during the 
morning, and during the evening the young people presented an Easter 
pageant.95 

During the spring and summer of 1939 the membership of Wesley Chapel 
and H ebron discussed the possibility of erecting a new parsonage. These 
discussions culminated in the formation of several commiuees to proceed 
with the planning and building of the parsonage and the collection of the 
necessary funds. The members of the Designing Commiuee were Rev. 
Godbold, Mrs. H . Marvin Mozingo, of Hebron, and Mrs. Evelyn Oates, of 
Wesley Chapel. Asa Edward Mozingo, of Hebron, and Homie M . Kelley and 
Luther Fields, Sr., of Wesley Chapel, served a~ members of the Building 
Committee. Rev. Godbold also served on the Building Commiuee as an ex 
officio member. The members of the Collecting Commiuee from Wesley 
Chapel were: Clara Mozingo, Johnnie E. Mozingo, Harley S. Stewart, Alwin 
Rhinehardt, and Luther Fields, Sr. Mrs. H . Marvin Mozingo, Mrs. Charlie 
Woodham, and Mrs. Eva Gatlin, of Hebron, agreed to also serve on tne 
Collecttng Committeel:utherF°ields, Sr. served as chairman of these com­
mittees wi~h Charles S. Register acting as secretary. The committees esti­
mated that the cost of the new parsonage would be at least $1,500, excluding 
the lot. The charge hoped to collect $500 from the membership of the rwo 
churches. Wesley Chapel members were responsible for contributing $330, 
With H ebron responsible for 1he balance o f$170. A deadline ofScp1embcr 15, 

-
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The activities of the church continued despite Rev. Scott's impending 
departure. The M . Y.F. of Wesley Chapel stepped up its activities during May. 
Bessie King gave a series of programs on "Friendship" during the month. She 
was assisted by Peggy Ann Mozingo, Frances King, Marie Taylor, Janice 
Privette, and Uldine Privette. Representatives from Wesley Chapel's M. Y.F. 
attended the Sumter District M .Y .F. Rally at Bethlehem Methodist Church 
in Bishopville, May 11. Frances K ing, Bessie King, and Marie Taylor were 
elected to district wide offices by those in attendance. Rev. Scott welcomed 
eight new members in to the membership of Wesley Chapel on June 13: Emily 
Faye Byrd, Della Rochelle Moore, Wilhelmina Pate, Leon Privette, Jr., 
Barbara Lee Redick, Dorothy F. Tedder, Tommy L. Tedder, and Clinton A . 
Woodham. The W.S.C.S. held its meeting during June. The topic of June's 
meetmg was "Alcoholism. "93 

Rev. Scott 's ministry to Wesley Chapel came to a close in the summer of 
1948, however his service to the Methodist Church continued for many years. 
Scott moved his family to the community of Alma, in western Nebraska. The 
Scotts served the Methodist Church in Nebraska until the summer of 1953, 
when they transferred to the Virginia Conference. One year after the transfer 
to Virginia, Rev. Scott was appointed to the Conference Board on Town and 
Country Work'. He continued in this capaci ty for thirteen years. In 1967, Rev. 
Scott returned to the active ministry. In subsequent years he served various 
churches in Virginia before retir ing at age sixty-five. The Scons spent most of 
their retirement years in Courtland, Virginia at a reti rement home for 
Methodist ministers.94 

A s Rev. Scott and his family departed for Nebraska, the Wesley Chapel 
and H ebron Charge welcomed Rev. Edward Laney Davidson into its midst. 
Edward Laney Davidson was born September 9, 1924, in Cheraw, South 
Carolina. He was the son of James Edward and Cynthia Aline Laney 
Davidson. Davidson auended the public schools of Cheraw and graduated 
from Cheraw High School in 1941. He continued his education at Bob Jones 
College in Cleveland, Tennessee during· the years 1941 through 1944. He 
transferred to Wofford College in 1944 and graduated in 1945. Davidson 
attended Dallas Theological Seminary, 1945 through 1946, and Candler 
School of Theology, Emory University, 1946 through 1948. He received his 
B .D. degree from Emory University in 1948. Davidson was first licensed to 

preach by the Florence District Comminee_in Darl ington oi:i September 3, 
1943. He was admi11ed on trial into the South Carolina Conference and 
ordained a deacon on October 29, 1948. Prior to his service on the Wesley 
Chapel and H ebron Charge, Rev. Davidson served as a supply minister to 

Bethune and Inman Mills of the South Carolina Conference and to Cusseta 
of the South Georgia Conferencc.95 

One day before Rev. Davidson's arrival , the Third Quarterly Conference 
met at Wesley Chapel under the leadership of Rev. J.T. Peeler, district 
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l'superintendent. The conference selected Alec Mozingo as a delegate to the 
f Annual Conference with Harley S. Stewart serving as an alternate. Rev. 
tnavidson began his service to the Methodists of the charge on July 13. 
i, Davidson considered himself an evangelistic minister and encouraged indi­
! viduals to make a personal committment to Jesus Christ. Rev. Davidson was 
i soon adopted by the Methodists of the Wesley Chapel and Hebron Charge. 
: Because of his young age and bachelor status, the new minister was asked 
f often to eat in the homes of the parishioners. Among those who regularly 
: extended invitations to Rev. Davidson were the families of John and Bessie 
• L. Norris and Luther and Annie S. Fields." 

The Wesley Chapel M.Y.F. met with Rev. Davidson on July 25, at the 
church. The group listened to a program presented by Marjorie Kelley, 
enjoyed fellowship, and were led in prayer by Rev. Davidson. Rev. Davidson 
enjoyed a special rapport with these young people. He was only slightly older 
than the members of the M.Y.F. and was readily accepted into their midst." 

On October 10, Robert G. Fields, a member of Wesley Chapel, died in an 
automobile wreck near Lee's Crossroads. Fields operated a store in Lydia at 
the time of his death. He was born July 14, 1911, the son of Barney and 
Blanche Huggins Fields. On December 24, 1931, Fields married Annie Lee 
Suggs. Robert G. and Annie Lee Fields were the parents of two sons, Robert 
Lee (Bobby) Fields and William (Bill) Gettys Fields. Funeral services were 
conducted by Rev. Davidson and former minister Rev. Ernest Stackhouse 
Dunbar of Bennettsville. Fields was survived by his widow, two sons, parents, 
and three siblings." 

Nominations for the year 1948-1949 were presented to the Fourth Quar­
terly Conference meeting in mid-October at Hebron. Strom Fields was 
nominated to serve on the Board of Stewards of the church by the Quarterly 
Conference. Homie M. Kelley and Luther Fields replaced Charles H. Kelley 
and Barney Fields on the Board of Trustees. The leadership of the Sunday 
School at Wesley Chapel remained unchanged with the exception of the 
general superintendent. Hallie DeWitt replaced Strom Fields in that position. 
Eloise Kelley Bass, the recent bride of Harry Lee Bass, agreed to serve as a 
teacher in the Junior Department of the Sunday School. Edith Adams 
continued to serve the church as communion steward during 1948-1949. The 
brief ministry of Rev. Davidson on the charge was now at an end. He 
continued to serve the South Carolina Conference for over four decades. 
Wesley Chapel would not forget this young minister. During the ministry of 
Rev. Charles Herbert Boulware and Rev. Clifton Eugene Jones, Davidson 
returned to the church to conduct revival services." 

Rev. Charles Shuford Felder served the Wesley Chapel and Hebron 
Charge during the 1948-1949 year. Felder was born June 24, 1877, near 
Pinewood in Clarendon County, South Carolina. He was the son of Charles 
Richard and Mary Margaret Shuford Felder. Young Felder fell the influence 
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PosT WAR GROWTH 1950-1956 

Wesley Chapel took several positive steps over the course of the next few 
years. The church had certainly matured during its numerous decades of 
service to the Methodists of Darlington County. Many citizens of the Lydia 
community continued to look to the church as a foundation for their lives. 
Membership and participation grew at Wesley Chapel to the point that 
several major changes to the facilities were considered by the membership. 
The church also undertook a change in its status within the South Carolina 
Methodist Conference. As in the past, Wesley Chapel continued to reach out 
to the many different groups within the community with wide ranging 
programs. A period of growth and development was underway. The church 
was again blessed with strong leadership that used foresight to guide its 
decisions. The membership responded to this leadership in a positive way. 
They assured the success of the changes that were underway within the 
church. The ministers that served the church during this period cannot be 
ignored. Their dedication to the work of the Lord and concern for the cause 
of Methodism within the community inspired the people of the church to 
meet new challenges. 

The members of the Wesley Chapel and Hebron Charge welcomed Rev. 
Kayton Spencer Carmichael into their midst as the 1950-1951 conference 
year began. Carmichael was born at Fork, in Dillon County, South Carolina, 
on August 5, 1889. His parents were Gilbert and Florence Rogers Carmichael. 
Young Carmichael attended the Fork Grammar and High School. Upon 
graduation from high school he enrolled at Massey Business College. He later 
attended Wofford College in 1921. On January 27, 1915, Carmichael married 
Annie R. Gaddy. They became the parents of five children: Alton Channing, 
Marsden Beverly, Emma-Lou, Kayton Spencer, Jr., and'William Wayne. 
Carmichael first joined the church in 1904. He experienced a true conversion 
four years later. Carmichael was not called to the ministry until 1918. He was 
first licensed to preach by the Marion District Conference on April 27, 1921. 
In December of the same year Carmichael was admitted on trial by the South 
Carolina Conference. In November and December of 1923, respectively, 
Rev. Carmichael was received into the full connection and ordained a deacon. 
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Carmichael's ordination as an elder occurred in Darlington on November 29, 
1925. Prior to his appointment to the Wesley Chapel and Hebron Charge, 
Carmichael served Lynchburg. Rev. Carmichael's doctors urged him to 
conserve his strength during his ministry in Lydia. During this time, his wife 
became his closest companion assisting him in many ways.1 

The Carmichael family was made to feel at home by the members of the 
sister churches, Wesley Chapel and Hebron. The Carmichaels moved into the 
parsonage on November 8, and received the traditional warm welcome the 
Methodists of the area reserved for new ministers and their families. Rev. 
Carmichael found strong leadership in place at both churches. The leadership 
of Wesley Chapel anticipated a productive year. Members of the Board of 
Stewards from Wesley Chapel for the 1950-1951 year were: Clarence Emmett 
Adams, Edith Adams, George Best, Robert Byrd, Milton Campbell, Luther 
Fields, Strom Fields, Ellie P. Galloway, Claude Hill, Homie M. Kelley, 
Thomas Kelley, Belton King, George Moore, Alec Mozingo, Lawrence 
Norwood, Francis M. Oates, Leon W. Privette, Harley S. Stewart, James 
Stewart, and Jesse Taylor. Hallie DeWitt served as Sunday School superin­
tendent. The Board of Trustees from the church included: Ellie P. Galloway, 
Rivers L. Kelley, Luther Fields, Homie M. Kelley, Johnnie E. Mozingo, and 
Harley S. Stewart. Grace Askins Galloway presided as president of the 
W.S.C.S. and Betty Lou Privette served as president of the M.Y.F.2 Rev. 
Carmichael soon called upon these leaders, as well as o ther members of the 
congregation, to put forth their best efforts to ensure the successful comple­
tion of the planned Educational Building and ·the regular programs of the 
church. 

As the pastor and his fam ily settled into the parsonage, the Wesley Chapel 
family was struck with several deaths. Within five weeks four members of the 
church were lost to death, Foster P. Lee, John Wallace Davis, Nannie Parker 
Davis, and Too.mas E. Woodham. Lee,a veteran of World War I and a former 
member of the General Assembly, died November 12, at his home in Lydia. 
He was born July 13, 1895, the son of George 0. and Helen Harrell Lee. 
Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Carmichael with burial in the 
Wesley Chapel Cemetery. Lee's widow, Margaret Harvey Lee; daughter, 
Helen Harvey Williams; and mother were among surviving family members. 
John Wallace Davis died on November 27, at the age of seventy-seven. Davis 
and his wife, Lillian S.A. Davis, joined Wesley Chapel during the tenure of 
Rev. James E. Scott, Jr. Davis was buried in the Mount Elon Baptis t Church 
Cemetery. In ,addition to his wife, he was survived by six children, nine 
grandchildren, a brother, and a sister. Nannie Parker Freeman, aged sixty­
one, died Wednesday, December 6. She was born in the county, a daughter 
of John Q . and Mary Oates Parker. Freeman was survived by her husband, 
Wesley H amer Freeman, and three foster children, Patty Jo Gainey, Robert 
K. Kea, and Tracy Kea . Funeral services were held at the church conducted 
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by Rev. Carmichael, Rev. William Roy PhiUips, Rev. William Lycurgus 
Parker, and Rev. G.M . Profitt. Burial was in Wesley Chapel Cemetery. 
Thomas E. Woodham, of Oates, died at the age of seventy-two one week 
later, on Wednesday, December 13. Woodham left a wife, Annie Bell 
Grantham Woodham, nine children, and a host of grandchildren and great 
grandchildren as surviving family members. Rev. Carmichael conducted the 
funeral at Wesley Chapel assisted by former Wesley Chapel minister, Rev. 
Charles Shuford Felder of Manning. Thomas E. Woodham was buried in 
Hebron Cemetery.3 

The pastor and his family were surprised by the members of Wesley 
Chapel and H ebron wi th a pounding during the Christmas holidays. Al­
though the recent deaths within the church helped Rev. Carmichael become 
acquainted with the membership of the church, the pounding served the same 
purpose under much more pleasant circumstances.' 

A s the new year began, the officials of Wesley Chapel began to pursue in 
earnest the new construction approved by the church on July 16, 1950. The 
cost of the new building was estimated at $22,000, with an additional $2,000 
required to make the approved improvements to the existing church building. 
The proposed design of the new building drawn by Carl Newsome, Jr. showed 
a two story facility with separate rooms for the ever expanding children's and 
young people's Sunday School classes, a kitchen, an assembly area, and 
bathroom facilit ies. By January 31, the members of Wesley Chapel had raised 
$3,000 in cash and had pledges of an additional $2,000. Additional funding 
was sought by the church's legal counsel, Jerome F. Pate, from the Board of 
Missions and Church Extension of the Methodist Church. The Board of 
Missions and Church Extension, due to limited funds, was unab le to be of 
assistance to Wesley Chapel at this time. The officials of the church, led by 
Building Committee Chairman Harley S. Stewart, sought the necessary funds 
locally. The commiuee also considered measures that would reduce the cost 
of the new construction to the church.~ 

As the Building Commi1tee struggled with the problem of a loan for the 
proposed construction and remodeling, the activities of Wesley Chapel 
continued as they had for numerous years before. The Sunday School 
program of the church surged forward as average attendance approached 200 
per Sunday. An appreciable increase was noted at worship servi ces also. The 
three circles of the W.S.C.S. were active during the ea_rly 1)10nths of 1951 with 
a series of meetings and activities. Wesley Chapel gained a new member 
during February, Mrs. Russell Booth. One member transferred her certifi­
cate during March, Lillian S.A. Davis.6 

Death took a member of the Wesley Chapel community during February, 
Dora E. Pate. Pate was born December 25, 1868, in the Cypress section of 
D arlington County, the daughter of John H. and A lice Galloway Huggins. 
She became the wife of Dove Segars Pate and joined into membership with 
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Wesley Chapel, by transfer of certificate, on March 10, 1895. A widow for 
·over thirty years, Pate raised a large family of children in the Methodist 
Church. She had been in declining health for several years prior to her death 
on February 18. Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Carmichael at 
Wesley Chapel, assisted by Rev. Bertie Snow Hughes of Lamar Methodist 
Church and Rev. Llewellyn E. Pope, Jr. of Trinity Methodist Church in 
Darlington. Pate was buried next to her husband in Wesley Chapel Cemetery. 
Seven children survived to mourn their loss: Jerome F. Pate, Mona Furman, 
Efford H. Pate, Willie L. Pate, Cecil P. Pate, Olin Hazel Pate, and Faye Pate.' 

As spring began, Wesley Chapel experienced a substantial growth in 
membership. The church received fifteen new members into membership. 
Those joining the church by profession of faith and transfer of certificate on 
April 8 were :Mrs. Murray Byrd,EdgarHendrix, Henry Timmons (Tim) and 
Bunnie Clanton Thomas, Catherine Register, L.D. and Dorothy Galloway, 
Elva Dudley, Doris Ann Dudley, Lois Stewart, Frank Butler Stewart, Wil­
liam George and Vivian Newsome, and George Everette and Alice Newsome. 
Rev. Carmichael also used this Sunday to baptize a number of infants: Nancy 
Carroll Thomas, James Roddy Register, Wilson (Bill) Norwood, Terry 
Register Thomas, and Mitchell Hill. Spring also brought the annual revival to 
Wesley Chapel and a renewal of faith. Rev. Llewellyn E. Pope, Jr. of nearby 
Darlington was invited to share a series of sermons with the Methodists of the 
Lydia community. The week long revival began on Monday, April 16. Wesley 
Chapel again opened its doors to new members upon the completion of 
revival services. Frances Best, Clyde R. and Margaret Carter, Clyde R. 
Carter, Jr., Lou Ellen Norwood, Eleanor Norwood, Nina Jo King, Mr. and 
Mrs. H.H. Sartor, and John Harrison Sartor joined the church during this 
period. One member was lost during April by transfer of certificate, Charlotte 
Mae Mims.8 

In the midst of Wesley Chapel's revival, the membership was reminded of 
mortality of the flesh and the immortality of the spirit. Steward Belton King 
died April 20, after an illness of several weeks. He was fifty-nine years old. 
King was born in Darlington County, the son of George and Mattie Terry 
King. King married Alma Kelley. In 1919, Belton King joined Wesley Chapel 
Methodist Church. Rev. Carmichael and Rev. E.M. Leonard, Jr., pastor of 
Mount Elon Baptist Church, conducted funeral services at Wesley Chapel. 
He was burieil in Wesley Chapel Cemetery. In addition to his wife, King left 
three daughters, Annie McFarland, Frances King, and Bessie King, and one 
son, George King.' 

The Building Committee had worked through the late winter and early 
spring on securing a local loan and reducing the cost of building the new 
addition to the church. The committee was successful on both counts. With 
the permission of the Quarterly Conference, partial financing ($12,000) was 
obtained from Mutual Savings and Loan Association in Hartsville. The 
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ship included: Mr. and Mrs. Joe Askins, Joyce Marie Askins, Betty Jean 
Blackwell, Wade Hampton Blackwell, Stephanie Burch, Christopher Steven 
(Steve) Burch, Robert Henry Byrd, Jr., Larry Ray Chapman, Richard 
Cooley, Winston Cooley, James Luther Fields, Jane Elizabeth Fields, Rich­
ard Strom Fields, Brenda Annette Galloway, Julia Ann Kelley, Thomas H. 
Kelley, Mary Ann King, Billy Sherwood Mahn, Carl W. Newsome, III, John 
Norwood, J r., Della Marie Norwood, Wilson C. Norwo~d, Ronald Page, 
Charles Chandler Peel,J oseph Boyd Stewart, Jr., Judy Mane Stewart, Alben 
Tedder, James Stanley Tedder, and Mciver Emberry Woodham. Several 
joined Wesley Chapel by transfer from other churches. A listing of these 
individuals include: Frankie Bass, Boyd Copeland, Annie S. Fields, Windal 
Leslie Galloway (Buddy), Mrs. Billy Sherwood Mahn, Lila Norwood, Pearl 
Norwood, Mrs. Ralph Page, Emma Stewart, Betty Walters (Mrs. William D. 
Walters), Dora Melton Stackhouse, and Betty Walters (Mrs. Carroll Wal­
ters).39 

Rev. Brooks recorded the loss of two church members during the spring, 
Ruth Stewart Jordan and Dora H. H owell.Jordan transferred her member­
ship to Trinity Methodist Church in Darlington. Dora H. Howell died on May 
26, at her home at the age of ninety. In her death Wesley Chapel was reminded 
of its proud Methodist heritage. Dora H. Howell was born Martha Endora 
Alberter Hendrix, on February 3, 1863, within sight of Wesley Chapel. Her 
father ,Joseph Hendrix, and grandfather, Ephriam Hendrix, were well known 
local ministers at Wesley Chapel. She married Hardy Howell and together 
they became the parents of a large family of children. Hardy Howell died in 
1937. Funeral services were conducted in the church of her father and 
grandfather, Wesley Chapel, by Rev. Brooks and Rev. Dallas L. Mackey. She 
was laid to rest near the graves offive predeceased children in Wesley Chapel 
Cemetery. Two sons, Grady and Gary Howell; two daughters, Elizabeth 
Howell and Hattie Gray; and a host of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
and great-great grandchildren survived.40 

The Official Board of Wesley Chapel struggled with financial concerns 
during the latter part of the conference year. At the June 5 meeting, Treasurer 
James H. Kelley reported that the Mother's Day offering of $135.00 had been 
sent to the Epworth Children's Home. Kelley also reported that Wesley 
Chapel faced several bills that needed to paid, including bills for the new 
chairs in the Educational Buildi ng, a new mimeograph machine, and various 
conference apportionments. Ashland and Hebron Chmches contributed 
their financial share for the recent improvements made to the parsonage. It 
was decided that the Finance Committee should meet and report to the next 
meeting concerning the financial health of Wesley Chapel. The Official 
Board set September 27 as homecoming for Wesley Chapel. It was hoped that 
a drive coinciding with homecoming could substantially reduce the Educa­
tional Building debt. Hallie De Witt agreed to supervise the preparations for 
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''church's homecoming activities.•1 

" e Official Board met again on September 3. Again the financial condi-
-•• of the church was the paramount concern. The church still faced the bill 
the new chairs and other accumulated bills. In addition, the church owed 
•. Brooks one month's salary and needed to raise over $600 to pay the 

• erence apportionments. The members of the board present agreed to 
the necessary funds to meet these obligations by the end of the 

erence year. It was suggested that an up-to-date accounting be printed in 
' church bulletin to inform the congregation of the financial condition of 
• • church. A motion was made and passed that $300 raised from the 
•• ming homecoming day be set aside as a reserve fund for the treasurer. 
~ would enable him to pay various bills when they came due. James H. 
fidieypointed out that Wesley Chapel was paying the entire premium for the 

• nage's insurance. This matter was referred to the trustees of the 
•· onage in an effort to seek a equatable solution.'2 

'''The last quarterly conference of the 1952-1953 year was held at Wesley 
• pel on September 13. Rev. Brooks reported that attendance had de­
., ased slightly during the summer, but that interest in the work of the church 

. •• tinued to be strong. The minister reported the loss of one member of 
[Wesley Chapel by death, William Thomas Tedder. Tedder was born October 
,22, 1878 in Darlington County. He married May Bell Andrews on January 31, 
[_1907, and became the father of a large family of children. Tedder was a 
isuccessful farmer and was active in agricultural circles. After several years of 
';_declining health, William Thomas Tedder died on August 14, 1953. In 
;·addition to his widow, Tedder was survived by four sons; Howard, Cole L., 
':Foster, and Stanford; and three daughters, Gladys Beckham, Bonnie Polson, 
)Dd Odelia Moulton. Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Brooks with 
:burial in Wesley Chapel Cemetery." 
'.l,' • The membership of Wesley Chapel was able to meet the church's financial 
:_obligations by the end of the conference year. The church made payments on 
;-,the Educational Building debt totaling $2,495, leaving a balance of$7 ,735. An 
\additional $1,000was spent by Wesley Chapel on other capital improvements 
•,:lo the parsonage and the church building. Despite difficulties during the 
::,SWnmer months, Rev. Brooks' salary and the conference apportionments 
)

111ere paid in full by the churches of the Lydia Charge. The officials of Wesley 
:,(l1apel felt that continued improvements to the facilities were in order when 
i'hl;Y met on October 18. The Official Board gave Frances King permission to 
'f~ funds to purchase an organ for the church. King was given one year to 
;\,~ the necessary money. When the fund raising was completed, a commit­
}~would be appointed to purchase the organ. A tentative budget for the 
•a,i -1954 year was submitted by the Wesley Chapel Finance Committee, 
~ W.Newsome,Jr.,JamesH. Kelley, Harley S. Stewart, and Rev. Brooks. 
:;.,esley Chapel's portion of Rev. Brooks' salary remained at $2,500. Addi-
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'on these cards was slightly changed from the previous year. Rev. Boulware 
brought the subject of the spring revival before the Official Board. An all out 
effort would begin on January 1, 1961, to prepare the church for this revival. 
A "Church Attendance Crusade" was to begin with the new year and would 
be promoted from the pulpit, through the church bulletin, and by sending 
cards to absent members. The minister suggested that a song leader be 
employed for the revival. The board delayed action on this matter until a 
future date.72 

As 1960 gave way for 1961, Rev. Boulware recorded the membership 
changes that had occurred during his short time in Lydia. The church regained 
the membership of the Beckham family during the second half of 1960. 
Thurell Beckham and Kathryn Beckham moved their certificate to Wesley 
Chapel. Forrest Clinton (F.C.) and Mary McCoy Wyont, and their children, 
Larry Clinton Wyont, Linda Wyont, and Charles Wyont, transferred their 
certificates of membership to Wesley Chapel. Rev. Boulware also noted the 
addition of his family to the membership roll of the church. Four departures 
occurred since Rev. Boulware assumed the ministry of Wesley Chapel: 
Myrtle Hatchett, William Harvey Hatchett, Edell A. Stewart, and Geraldine 
Dudley Petty." 

The upcoming revival continued to occupy the officials of the church at 
their January and March meetings. The revival was scheduled for March 20 
through March 26. The leadership decided that Rev. Boulware would be 
asked to preach during this revival. Carolyn Quick's services were engaged as 
song leader during the week long services. The board also dealt with other 
items of interest at these two board meetings. Glenn Best was appointed a 
trustee to fill the term of Luther Fields. Various repairs and improvements to 
the church property was handled by the membership of the board. The 
Wesley Fellowship Class was given permission to install a light at the front of 
the church. Repairs to a leaking roof and to the church pews were approved." 

In addition to the spring revival, the church participated in other notewor­
thy activities. Regular Family Night Suppers, M.Y.F. meetings, district youth 
gatherings, and pulpit exchanges with Mount Elon Baptist Church served to 
bring the membership Wesley Chapel together in a common ministry. Partly 
through the annual Easter sunrise service with Mount Elon Baptist Church, 
Rev. Boulware developed a close friendship with Rev. Thomas T. Faucette.75 

Lula Taylor Haynes died at the age of sixty on February 15, 1961. She was 
the daughter of William T. and Elizabeth Hudson Taylor. Haynes was a 
member of the Ladies Bible Class. She was survived by her second husband, 
B.A. Haynes, and two sons from her (irst marriage to George Maxie King, 
Hampton King and George Maxie King, Jr. and four grandchildren. In 
addition, five sisters, one brother, and three stepchildren survived. She was 
buried next to her first husband in Wesley Chapel Cemetery in services 
conducted by Rev. Boulware." "We shall always remember her staunch 

--
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character , her sincerity, her generosity, and above all her loyalty to her Lord 
and His Church. "n 

The status of the budget was the subject of most of the discussion at the 
April meeting of the Official Board. It was reported that the church needed 
$2,400 by June 24 in order to meet all its obligations. The Finance Committee 
was asked to send a letter to each church member asking that those who had 
not met their pledges to please do so before the end of the conference year. 
H arley S. Stewart made a motion that was seconded and approved by the 
members to keep the pastor's salary at the same level for the 1961-1962 year. 
Trustee Johnnie E. Mozingo reported that the new section of the cemetery 
had been marked off into two and four grave plots for sale to the membership. 
The price of the two grave plots was $20, with the large plots selling for $35. 
In other business, Rev. Boulware introduced Annette Galloway, president of 
the M.Y.F. Galloway gave the board a report on the activities of this 
organization.78 

Clarence A . Burkett died May 16, al the age of seventy-one. Rev. Boul­
ware and Rev. Thomas T. Faucette, pastor of Mount Elon Baptist Church, 
conducted the services from the chapel of Brown-Pennington Funeral H ome. 
Burkett was buried in St. Matthews Methodist Church Cemetery. He was 
survived by his widow, Lucile Dampier Burkett.79 

Wesley Chapel participated in an area baccalaureate held at Bethlehem 
Methodist Church in the Byrdtown community on Sunday, May 21, 1961. 
Rev. Boulware delivered the sermon to the assembled graduates, parents, 
and friends. Graduating from Hartsville H igh School from Wesley Chapel 
were: D oris Ann Dudley, Annette Galloway, Judy Kelley, Mary Elizabeth 
Stewart, Lynn Thomas, and William D. Walters. Wesley Chapel also honored 
graduates from Lamar H igh School: Dickie Fields, Joe Plummer, Joe Ste­
wart, Jr., and Mack Woodham.80 

With the end of the conference year quickly approaching, Rev. Boulware 
compiled the yearly statistical report for Wesley Chapel. The total member­
ship of the church had increased by four to 466 during the 1960-1961 year. 
Three new members had been added by vows, Reba Best, Dorothy Elizabeth 
D eWitt, and Joe Allen Smith. Sunday School attendance, under the leader­
ship of Johnny Suggs, continued 10 improve. The Sunday Schools boasted an 
average attendance of 205. The M. Y.F. of Wesley Chapel was in a healthy 
state with fifty members. Sixty-five younger chi ldren of the church attended 
the annual Vacation Bible School. Attendance during Sunday worship 
services remained strong during the first year of Rev. Boulware's ministry. He 
repor ted that an average of 190 people were in the congregation on Sunday 
mornings. The stewardship of the church was strong despite earlier difficul­
ties. The pastor's salary was fully paid and the church met its conference 
obligations. The parsonage debt was reduced by $2,000, and as 1961-1962 
began, stood at $7,000.81 
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