
mode :.t Book r.:.. CDt f::.ni ched. ]]e,~ e co fi.:li .;'~ · ;; _ vll . 

Should be out __,ettin& a hole pack of l a·;yers but hate 

publicity, don•t really like to get out o~ the house much 

r nd p8oples re- a ct ions can be r ather ·weird , yhov; . 

KEEP UP HE GOOD /ORK .•• /ILL HTE A VERY CHl!:".l!.'P.FUL 

L 1:SR SOON' l:D C \TCH YOU UP ON SOXE OF THE I ORE CURP.E a' 

NE 13 · . • • like, ,Jeannie, rlJ'. duu 0 hter , just bou 0 ht her u edclin5 

dress ... J erri Lynn c me do,·n and uot ue out of ja.il ..• the 

children s eem to think there i s no w·';f they c n _Jossibly 

do anythin g to me for \;hat happened ..• self u.efcnse ... but 

a mon ey fight is ,·,hat they may be under rating ... • I really 

on I t see ho,·; they could possibly h ave the n erve to d0ny 

tho thi n_;s ho did anyhov: . . . 

:rius . .Ala. State Fair tomorrow for my t wo c hildren . 

I promised to t c.ke them and really must no m· tter how I feel . 

I hate me \7hen I don ' t feel my bust nd .lon •t w"' nt my 

ner;ative clur-;p to 1~ub o:: f on you • .. . ,J~' the -::o:y , I n ovar 

found an easy "'aY to do c?Jl D1dex :or a Book ·hich is 1.•hat 

I as ,,orking on day before yesterday ... . I hate a n I IiDEX ••• 

rt ' s not fun •.. • I :J.lvniy s loved research ,md finding nevi tl.ings 

much better that stu_~_:-y old Viri ting anyho i. ....• 

Oh , you hnd a lovely birchday ... I ot swall thin5s from 

t he c!.ildren nd cards 1 ut :.:y ..... irthd~. P.f,,t:,~1.,n t from Ed,1ard 
~~ and Gr a c e Key (h.._ ;;rote the t,·;o ~&y ::ooks) ,,as ~10 . 00 and I 

put (':43 . 00 or r ~ther 42. • nd. some od~. c "'nts \;ith it and 

bouLht a beautiful s a t . . c n lesticL"' and c-.nterpiece d CN\.; 

marblb, cut ~lass cryst c:.l ~ t ear-drops a1~ound che base i;hai:, 

match ,,&} the c .ldlt::ot icks .. brassplcted .:.nd. uith a roy-:1 crest 

..,nd cro n ·.esic...n•. very elaborate scroll • ork but delic2,te .... 

it ' s an oluer set I found nnd loved atthe Antique shop aut 

not quite antiq_ue •... . i t goes with my antique ulasG coll1~c tion 

rnd the f amily glas.3 cmtique pieces ... a ctually , I r:as in jail 

you see on .. -;y irthd.:-.y .. ,h8 26th ..• My hush nd died in the 

HospitrJ. on the 25th s o, I \l&ci L .. te in celebra tin5 ..• 
A belated happy i:~hday to you , dear Robert Earl ~~d ~ay 

you have the h a :::,iest dciy of your life, eac.,:_ t,.nd every day 
of the year . Glad you have a lovt!ly Jirl to make your life 

·<:.,,_· t to s .nd •v 
even happie r ... . ··.rrite ae;ain l a ter , couldn ' t 

l nv de.__' 1,,. 
·-- -v.nr' :::.n, l wcys , 1 c. •• 
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Hello- o- o Cousin, 

Will answer your welcome letter that came in today and 
extend congragulations on the new books and photo albums. 
Proud of your dedication and success, dear Robert Earl . 
Looking f orward to receiving my copies of your firs t Turnage 
book and the Turnage Photo Album. r •ve only paid for those 
two but will want a copy of all the others later, you know. 
Just great to bear from you. 

Glad you wrote when you did. My 11 year old daughter and 
I are moving out t o Dallas, Texas for awhile in March and 
will drop you a letter from there so as not to lose contact. 
Always thrills me to haar from you. I have t wo daughters, one 
married and one single; a 19 year old son, Joey .Allard s t at
ioned in the Nave there; an Aunt (Rene Ward) and my friends 
and cousins, Edr ard and Grace Key Sr. , he wrote the two 
"Key Family Books", you remember . All in Texas. 

Saw Rudolph Turnage and his wi.fe and family the other day. 
He is not looking well and she is in a wheel chair, totally 
helpless now. Both in their 70 ' a I believe. Since they 
have always been active in all r e-unions, you have probably 
met them at one time or another. Hear Ma Mattie Turnage is 
doing well . • about 93 this s u er I think. Received a letter 
and inviatation both Thanksgiving a~d Xmas from her daughter, 
Billie Rachle Caudill , Chunky , Miss . but v,e stayed quietly at 
home . Had children and families home on and about Thanks
giving and just my 11 year old, Jo- Ella and I for XMas. 
My oldest daughter , Jerri Lynn (MU) Daniel Borgman re- married 
after being divorced 2 years (for your f amily records) t o 
Russ Brown. He was with the F. B. I . for 10 years ( her first 
husband was also with the F. B. I . if you remember) and also 
in banking accounting. They are setting up their own 
business in private assistance accounting in one of their 
properti es near their ranch. They seem very happy t ogether. 
Their son , my grao:.d- son, Robert Borgman, is r eally growing. 
Time flies to rapidly. All other children are fine. My son, 
(eldest) and his wife have a new baby boy, naJI1.ed Jason and 
I ' m over-joyed. My second daughter and her husband, Bennett 
Dubson returned to Middletown , New York near the home of his 
parents and just bought a new home there. She ' s still working 
as a legal secretary and loves it . 

As for mysel f , I've been sitting at home pinchine pennies 
for the up- comin& mo ve to Dallas and little else so cannot share 
vrith you any personal happy news as you share& your sucess with 
me in your letter. Even though you are forever busy and happy 
that way , remember I love you and share the Turna.e and Woodham 
fami 1 i ea pride in you and your accomplishments. Keep up the 
good work and stay happy l 

As Ever, 
Mary Campbell 
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Dear Robert Earl, 

Thinking of you and ho11ins yc.u h.: ve wonderful 
holidays and a very happy Xl-1a s . Miss hearing from you 
and wonder often exactly what. you are doing. 

I 1 ve been staying quietl y a t home and gluing me 
back t o£et her . All of the pieces left fit f airly ~ell 
but s ome f ew seem missing. Kever answer the door any 

rJor ~. Even the chi ldren must ha ve a s ecret pass- word .•• 
or almos t anyhow. Feel s good to jus t r el ax and s t ay 
home and not see anyone ~t tll. Someday , I'll f eel 
inclined to re- j oin t he human r ace I hope . Did get out 
a nd enjoy a little res earch a couple o f ~eeks ago . 
puttin& the f inishinc touches on r;.y s econd book , ~hen 
for a br i e f e.dendum ( addelll.dum) and t hrough. 

Bet you have been working and up to your ears in 
r esearch and recording. Take time t o ea t :;;roperly p_nd 
s queeze the girls .. . . well-1-l, relaxation i s good f or 
you and you need proper nourishment. 

About a month ago , DeeDea Turnage Mituhell and 
:family all came in t o ~:a.Mat t i e ' s c:,nd \:e all 6ot t ocet hcr. 
She gave me Mr s . St aley ' s addres s and I got t heir 
Newspaper . want ed to see if i t v,as anythinG like yours 
and \iha t they had to say preteinin.e; to the f.:rcily . ':11 e 

Newslett er is similiar t o yours and enjoy,;;;d r:· -:at tie • s 
pict ure in ther e and those of DeeDea , Bi llie .Rachel, 
Marth~, thPi r f •. rd.. l ies ; and other kin I knew who atten ded 

the last r e- uni on . 

Feels peaceful here s i nce the Gre.ncl Jury r eturned the 
11uo True Bi l l 11 and drop1Jed the }:ur cler charges against me. 
The f amil y of my deceased husbe.nd is f i z h tin._: for hi, :1on ~y 
though ugnd I ' ll be r elie ved when that too is in the past, 
then I can t otal ly relax . Hate dissontion, viol ence , 
.9ubli cit y , a nd hag.::,l ing, not to ment i on publicity. Wish 
I were there to give you a hand 1:i th t ha t typing! Do 

wr i t e when you have time. 1Sain, Happy Holidays to a 
very specio.l :w:c~.;on ••• 

r:issing you ... 
Mary Luther 
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Dear Robert Earl, 

Rather under the weather with some sort of horrid virus 

but could not v1ait another day to at least drop r:. note ""nci. 

s e::, hello and IT WAS 10ITDERFUL HE.A.UNG FROM YuU • • STJC~I 

A LOV~~LY long letter e.nd I ' m so happy for you to hear you 

have been doine; so 1.'iell ""nd h:-..ving such wonderful sucess 

in your ·m-k o..nd rese,.rch .•.. know the old money pinch thoush . 

Many things in genealoe;;y C "".n be done ,:ith no or very little 

money but with a little money most of it can be done so- o

much faster .. . likP. spending t,10 mnutes instead of 45 in !1and 

COJying documents und $1 . 00 or less to machine copy them. 

I do hope you ~e t the money for those much needed machines . 

Howard and Cec e?? Never met or heard from thelil except thru 

MaMattie and them .• . had too r.:iany personal !Jrotlems. ,;o .... ldn 1 t 

live •, ith my husband for the l ast couple of years and his 

ide9. of a rippin good ti.me was to CD me out , park the car in the 

r10ods , hold me at gun point anG. 1:,he children for hours , kidna 

my baby , b:eaak my j an , lso extensive but goo d dent al work 

that took woe.ks •.• when he caur;ht me asl eep , I was Gick in oed 

r:ith radiation s ide effects , and hand- cu .. .'fed me to the bed for 

hours , the noose he pat around my ned was ti.;ht ; the • .hip 

marks on my back took 3 r,eeks to hcal ..• the authorities took 

X- rays and pictures that time ... the double bladed axe he stood 

over me v;i th still lives forever in slow motion in my dreams .. 

a l ways lifting to"ard nm over and over .. • all the other thinss 

he did to me f or over 5 hours neren ' t very nice you cen bet . 

I coul .... ...;o on and on but \':hy bother ... . s..,lf defense but hc,res 

the clincher .•.. $50, 000 . 00 estate invo lvt.d . • Will malie out years 

ago before pot Md alcohol ..,ot his n:ind .• • to me . HO./EVER , his 

l awyer won ' t even discuos the affair (:Jill) ... said on phone th!lt 
he ·.rould do everything he could ~o _;et me convict ed .•• if 

convicted, he said that lega lly I ,oul t.: no t Get one penny . 

~o- o-, ::. ~' c ;. r::on e:y fi...,ht ~.cti.!.e;lly not 1·e2.lly important tl1at 
I 1':Ld """ ·y L,1 :..n__: J.e..;< 1:.:; ; nc.i. .in eVC.L'Y <Jtl.t.l' \, ~ to , voi<' \ l , t 

happened . ... :iis distant lr..in lu,re .. a ve his lawyer and r eally 

if you ·.:ant me to be :.on-::st , I ' m too Eick to actually t;ive 

a ----. God kno"s ;"Ihat they uill come up ith for that kin~ 

vi;,s r still .. o rk in Genealogy ,1hen I can • • • 2nd of money . • • • . .u , 



Dear Robert Earl , 

Meridian, Viss. 
March of 198~ 

I 1 m tired but want to get this on off to you so forgive 
mistakes . Haven ' t heard from you in ages . Pope this finds 
you well and in the best of spirits . 

I ' m coing as wel l as the Doctor ' s think possibly under 
the existin6 circtl!llstan.ces and thi- childr(;n ar e fine . My 
older children have bven coming home frequP.ntly lately. I 
have three married and settl ed and 2 daughters 6rown .:md 
working bes ides the 2 at home with me . 

Al l of m:y children loved the work I did in Geneal ogy . Thats 
the main reason I enjoyed working and writing their f an ily 
histories of .'!..LL family lin :ls for each of them. They do 
share ~nether of my hobbi es though ... very avidly •.. thats 
the f amily treasures , heirlooms, ANT I Ques . I nave many antiques 
of many kinds, glassware , furniture, Books, and many other 
~hings thou;h not a lot of any one thing ... some of a lot 
of different kinds of things . The family picture collection 
;;oes to my eldest daughter ( she I s -che one out in Texas ,, ho 
has orked for the F. B. I . for several years) .. she gets all 
of the older Albums . I didn ' t have a great number of pictures 
on the TurnaE;e f ~_mily line ( making those I did have and do 
have e~en dearer) and sent you some of those older ones . ·lso 
lent you some of the more r ecent ones which by the way , I 
dent have copi es of the older or newer ones that I lent to 
you . Luckily , I thou6ht to keep a list of all of the 
pictures we sent to you . Jerri Lynn wasn •t too happy when 
I let you borrow those . However , I assured her that you 
weren ' t trying to rob the Turna.se f amilies and relations of 
their few older treasured pictures but were trying to pre
serve them forthe future . At any rate we both thought you ' d 
publish by l ast June as you said you intended doing at that 
time and that you would return all pictures shortly after
wards . It ' s been almost a year and I do have to have those 
pictures I l ent to you back now. I ' m heart- broken f or you 
that you could not get enou0 h backing to publish as I know 
it meant so 1.iuch to you and it would have meant a lot to me 
and mrtny other f amily members also . If you ' d like , you can 
make copies of the pictures I lent to you before you send 
them back to m;,. Some v10re awfully dim -i:hough but I di dn I t 
know if you could use them or not . If you don •t want copies, 
just return them. As to the f30 . 00 I 111ailed in l ast year for 
the 11Tribune 11 , the "Turnage Booklet" , and the "Turnage 
Photo Album" , you are welcome to keep the money . I did 
r ecieve one "Turnage t,Tewsletter during the last yea:r sinc e 
I paid m:y membership fees last May . It ' s a very treasured 
one and worth every penny of the ';10 . 00 to me ! I always 
loved your wor k . Maybe even that very small amount will 
in some lit tle way help ith what you are doing or what 
you did do . Are you still working in Genealogy??? 
I really must have the pictures back though . Jerri Lynn 
considers them and the Albums a part of her inheritance . 
we don ' t have many Turnage pictures myhow. The l "'st of 
this letter may help explain why the decision that I 
must have them now . 



A little news .• haven •t seen much of MaMattie and family 
lately •.. b en since XMas holidays . Ho· ,ever , DeeDea phoned 
a few days ago; she was in for the School Spring holidays . 
She invited us down to MaMattie ' s for dinner ; also invited 
us to ~o up to '.'lest Point , Miss . to visit with Cousin 
Willie and \'/esl-,y Turnage and their families . Had to turn 
both inviatations down though . Really didn 1 t feel up to it . 
Good days come and go . Tha..se Radiation side effects last for 
several years afterwards and somet imes for a life- time ; thats 
after the a ctual treatments . Have fel t more like myself 
the past few weeks but still not moving any unountains . 

Cousin Rudolph Turnage and his wife ( Rudolph is the 
son of Elisha (Elijah) Arthur Turnage s r . ) moved into their 
new home a couple of miles from me ..• they moved in from 
Ala. where they have l ived for the past several years and 
stopped for a visit . Really enjoyed seeing them •. they are 
both dears . 

Talked to sue Skelton Compton bEiefly the other ni6ht . 
She is doing :tine and f amily . 

So- o I spend my spare time l abeling Antiques here at 
home and older pieces , writing down their histories for the 
children, etc . It is an endless DUO€ ( t oo tired to correct ) 
task, it seems . Of course I have small collections of 
everything from perfune bottles ; some old needlework , lovely 
old glass ; old marble pieces ; (even an authentic collection 
of 11 Indian 11 art ifacts) ; old shoe horns . I collect everything 
and I do mean everything. ".'e have some few pieces from 
Great Grand.Mother Susan Turnages estate , some pieces (variety) 
from Grandmother Mary Ida Turnages estat e (you see the 
pictures c;o along with the other things actually) , of 
course my Mothers estate . My present husband bou6ht in 
some nive pieces from his Mothers and al so his Uncles 
estate (though his Mother is alive, shes literally a l1;ving 
ve~etable) and his Uncle is deceased. He l et me keep those 
even though we are seperated ... besides Antiques and 
Genealogy bor e him litaerally to tears . This old place is 
very l arge and ol d and I don ' t believe I ' ll finish sorting 
and noting things for the next 4 months . The chil dren have 
already taken many things \11ith them. However , I am al so 
re- finishing some Antiques and near- Antiques and did you know 
that is a very tedious AJlT??? There was a wee bit of resto
ration work required on some few things . It ' s hard sortin 
out the JUNK from the interesting, the near- Antique , and the 
true Antique . Haven ' t even started on the Books. I n Books , 
anything prior to the earliest 1920 1 s you know is Antique or 
old ... val ue depending on kine of Book you know •.. have quite 
a few over 100 years old .. a few of them the most desirable 
kind. Of Course I collect Antique snuff Bottles too , don •t 
ever doubt it . Have some l ovely furniture bought during t he 
Worl a War 11 also . Furniture, alas, must be 100 (some f ew 
pieces acceptable at 90 yrs . ) 11e c1.rs old to "Antique" . Have 
some family piec es in t he 4.ntique group . Glass- qare must 
be only 50 years ol d and Silver is another story ... good 
general rule of thumb . 

Don ' t wantto bore you but have done little new in 
Gcne~Ou'Y iL .:.;OL.1.t.. -:.,iJ "- • •• . o-o juc:.:t ..,Lei.•:...r..__, , hat I !:iavc 
UE- 1.-r.. c.,e,-i_i c...• $ince you O\•·e me three letters, I "'onrier oft en 
··liy j ou .so quietly dror ped out of our "Corresponcbn cen but 



r a ther supposed it was becau se you \'Jere .so LuGy \.i tl! your 
wor k OR you ' d totally despaired end GIVEN UP your vo rk . 
Hi:1ve nissed yru. ···:..sl :..I!_; you tl~e v·.,~·~• :;t..st c: ~;ve:r-yt l ··.1:0 

always . If you ha.ave a few minutes , drop me a line ·::hen 
you return the pictures . : ven if you still intend to publi~1 
at a future date , I ' d rather you return the pictures now . 
That will make that dau.:;hter of mine most happy ••• she ' s a 
lovely but very firm reinded young woman . And I will feel 
much bet t a r to h3.ve them to go along \'LL th the other family 
items to pass on to the children .•• 'lll of that •as only 
mine to love and enjoy for this 6eneration ; to care for and 
to give to my clildren . 

I I m exhau sted . T•,,_ve to t ake the child!'";D (my youngest 
t 10) in to the Dr . tomorrow. Then home ••• also expecting 
two of my daut_;hters in next month and many things I woul d 
like to hry_ve done before they get here •.• we spend hours 6oing 
thru things these days ·.,hen they come in . 

I have the ruost charming 11near- Antiq_ue 11 ironing board 
( 11/oo d of course , • ·ith V!OOden legs) that I want to re- finish 
and of cource I have the Ol d Flat- Iron also . One of the many 
things that will be 11Antiaue 11 within the childrens life-
time that aren •~ quite Antique now. 

Hoping to hear from you , 
l'ary . 



Hello-0- O-0- O Cousin Robert Earl , 

Have missed hearing from you7 Whc. tcha been doin?? 
'/hen are the new Books due out . The la st letter I got 
fro-n you w~s full of too many disasters , dear one . You 
must for&ive me but I I ve had my share of u~s and downs 
eoin ' on here . Viruses for the children, ice storms, (I ' m 
fine thouch ... just my nerves are kinda fr~~ile at this 
point) . 

Haven ' t done any research in weeks but hope to soon . 
Didn ' t have long in Jackson at the Archives and worked 
in the Civil Jar . Co_ied all of the Turnages who 
fou5ht in the Civil war . 

Other than Carmel Turna6e , my Great rreat Grandfather 
from Leake County , "iss . , there were two other 
':'urnage men who enlisted in LeaKe County , Hiss . One was 
Elisha Turnage (probabl~ the son of Elisha Sr . ,uid brother 
to Carmel) ~nd the other who enlisted from Leake Courrty , 
Miss . was L . ':urna&e . • "HC was :3 . Turnage , do you 
kno u??? Also , do you know if that Elisha (above) as 
Carmel ' s brother .•. he did have a brother named Zlisha 
Jr . for sure . ish you would help me there if you could. 

How are things with you at present? Did you 0et 
all of the finances straightened out? I ~sked Billie 
Rachle for a copy of Howards Newsletter but she said 
she did not have one . Don ' t see them very often but 
then winter keeps us all r ather close. Are JOU feeling 
well? You never did answer my last letter but then I 
took it for granted that you were "Tail over ':'ea- Ket tle11 

( as the old saying goes) trying to get everythin~ 
straightened out . '/ell- 1- 1 6ood luck 3.nyho w, I think 
very few of us truly ever catch up or 6et strai6htened 
out in this World and rather wonder at times if the 
next orld will be as hectic ! 

DO 1/RITE ... I 1 ISS YOU ... even thou0 h I .'{IlOW you are 
so very busy .vith so many things . May this tiny 
missile find you happy , content , and well . 

My Love, 
Mary Luther . 



~uLd ~ / »~, 
t1"c.ud0v/ /y/7/ 








