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Publications Will Be 
Released at Reunion 

For years, members of the 
Family has asked for ANY ki
nd of information on the fa
mily as a whole. Finally, 

Woodham Association 
Will Be Incorporated 

as a direct result of crea
tion of the Woodham Family 
Association, we will have 

The Woodham Family Association will become fully est
ablished as a permanent, incorporated organization i n order 
to give us legal status through plans now underway. 

At the same time, we are also moving to establish the 
Woodham Foundation, a non-profit, tax-exempt organization. 
The Foundation will be able to provide research and protect 
family records for decades to come. 

the first publications ever 
t ssued on the Woodham fami
ly, covering all of us. 

We plan to have not one 
but three publications rea
dy for issue at the Nation
al Reunion in May. These 
will be~ booklet giving a 
(Continued on page 2) 

Initial steps to incorporate the Association and to est· 
ablish the foundation were made at the first business meet
ing of the Woodham Family Association, held last fall 1n 
Atlanta. At the urging of everyone present, it was de~ided 
to form a corrmittee to take over responsibility of incorp-
orating the Association and (Continued on page 5) 

Woodhams Will Hold 
Second National Reunion 
If you think the First Woodham National Reunion was big, 
then just wait until this Memorial Day weekend! We are now 
working on plans to make it the biggest and best family re• 
union in the South. 

The Second National Reunion will again be held in Euf
aula, Ala. We have reserved the Lodge at Lakepoint State 
Park and will have use of its convention facilities ·as well 
as a pavillion in the picnic area. 

This year, only the cookout Saturday night and the big 
picnic SUnday will be held 1n the picnic area. All other 
activities will be held in the Lodge's airconditioned con
vention rooms. The family ~•cords will be displayed in a 
conference room and formal lectures on ·family history will 
also be held there Saturday and Sunday. 

The Woodham family Association will hold its formal me
eting also in the Lodge imnediately after th~ Sunday picnic 
along wi~ other activitie1. 

Since many people will arrive Friday, we plan to start 
that night with a supper in (continued on page 5) 

South Carolina 
Reunion A Success 

BISHO?v'IW, S.C.- A state
wide reunion of South Caro
lina Woodhams was held near 
here last August, with more 
than 200 people attending. 
It was the first time ever 
that a reunion has been helci 
for the entire Family in the 
state. 

The gathering was held in 
Lee State Park on Lynch's 
River, the heartland of the 
ancestral home for most of 
the Family. 

The reunion created a 
great deal of enthusiasm 
and family members called 
for making it an annual ev
ent. Woodhams and descend
ants from South Carolina's 
(continued on page 4 



PUBLICATIOOS ••• cont. 
history of the family, a 
Woodham Family Index and the 
Woodham Photo Album, Volume 
1· 

The Index is our pride 
and joy. This will be a pr
inted and updated version of 
the index which you saw at 
the National Reunion. More 
than 4,000 Woodhams are li
sted. It is not just an in
dex, however. In fact, no 
other similar index exists 
on any family. Robert Earl 
has worked on this for over 
two years. 

The Woodham Index will 
help you trace any Woodham's 
direct line back 325 years 
to the founder of our fami
ly in America, Thomas Wood
ham (I) -- in just five 
minutes! 

The Woodham Photo Album 
is a collection of about 
150 photos of family memb
ers from throughout the na
tion. The pictures will 
range in age from 102 years 
old to the present and will 
represent a broad section 
of the Family. One of the
se will be published every 
year from now on. 

So far, we have only ab
out 60 orders for the Family 
History. We had announced 
the booklet would be print
ed for two purposes: to ra
ise funds for research (buy 
more records, etc.) and to 
provide a publication to an
swer some of the many ques
tions everyone has about our 
family's past. With only 
60 requests, we failed to 
meet this goal. 

Although we did not take 
orders ahead of time on the 
Index and Photo Album, we 
are going to take a chance 
and print them anyway. We 
are negotiating.with a pri
nter to get them done on 
credit. 

* * * 

Woodham Heritage ... 
Edward Woodham Jr . ... 

Revolutionarv War Soldi~ 
At least six Woodhams are known to have served as soldiers 
when the American Colonies fought for their independence 
from Britain during the Revolutionary War. Two of these, 
George and Richard, were from Virginia. Robert was living 
in Maryland and was killed. The others were brothers from 
Dobbs Co., N. c.: Edward Junior, Etheldred and Frederick. 

Only one of these six, Edward Woodham Jr., is known to 
have had male descendants. Edward Jr. was born in Surrey 
County, Va. about 1746, son of Edward Woodham Senior and 
his wife, Eleanor. He was the grandson of Thomas (II). 

Shortly after he was born, the family moved to North 
Carolina, where they settled on the Tar River in Granville 
County. Land deeds confirm this. The family stayed there 
until Edward Sr. obtained a land grant during 1756 for land 
in what was then Johnston County. This area later became 
part of Dobbs County and is today part of Lenoir Co., N.C. 

During Colonial times, every able-bodied man was obligat
ed to serve in the local militia. Edward Sr. and his three 
sons were members of the militia from the time they were of 
age. Several documents prove their loyal service to America 
during the Revolutionary War. 

Many Woodhams have attempted in the past to find an ance
stor who served during the War but failed because they loo", 
for sources in Washington, D.C. However, the records areV 
the North Carolina State Archives at Raleigh, N.C. because 
they are state records, They include an original roster of 
the Dobbs County Regiment of Militia dated 1781 with the name 
of Edward Sr. listed among those men "too old or infirm" to 
serve on active duty. Edward Jr. was among the active sold
iers. 

In addition, several pay receipts are on file in the 
Archives, Two of these are for Edward Jr., dated 1777 and 
1781. Another roster of men who volunteered for duty in the 
Continental Arrey is also on file, listing Edward Jr. 

Official Publication of the 
Woodham Family Association 
P.O. Box 1916 
Smyrna, Georgia 30081 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor and Publisher 

Published at Atlanta, Georgia. Subscription included with 
membership in The Woodham Family Association. 
Association annual membership: $10. 



JTIBUARIES. 

,heel Woodham, 
•~rch of Family, 
)ies in Ozark 

>ZARK, Ala.- Louis Shelly 
."Sheal") Woodham, on of 
;he oldest members of the 
loodham Family, died in 
lzark, Ala. 28 Oct. 

Uncle Sheal was 87. He 
,as born 12 Feb., 1893 in 
lale County, the oldest 
:hild of Jasper Richard 
loodham and Laura Florida 
loodham. He was the grandson 
>f Ed,·1ard Christopher Wood-
1am and Edward Harley Wood-
1am Jr. 

He was a retired farmer, 
;nd lived in Dale Co. all 
1is life. 

Burial was in the Ewell 
;emetery of Dale Co. 

He is survived by his 
•ife, Mrs. Pearl Harris 
Needham; two sons, Richard 
~ Woodham, Ozark and 
R0-.;rt Jefferson Woodham, 
Panama City, Fla.; two sis
ters, Mrs. Mae Phillips and 
~rs. Minnie Lou·Beverett, 
both of Midland City, Al a.; 
two brothers, Homer Robert 
Woodham Sr. ard Ray Moses 
Hoodham, both of Ozark; and 
four grandchildren. 

* * * 

J.B. Woodham, Sr. 
Dies in Marion, S.C. 

~ARION, s. c.-Joseph Bletc
her Woodham Sr., 74, died 
here 25 Pee. 

He was born in 1905 in 
Lee County, s.c., son of 
Dr. Jehu Middleton Woodham 
and Olivia Boyd. He was a 
graduate of Clemson Univ. 

Joseph is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Elsie M., of 
~ond, Va.; a daughter, 
i1._), Annapolis, Md.; and 
two sons, J. B, Jr., Rich
mond and Jede M., South 
Hill, Va. 

* * * 

John L. Jackson 
Dead After Long Illness 

DONALSONVILLE, Ga.-John Lu
ther Jackson, husband of 
Florence Woodham, died after 
a long illness in the VA 
Hospital in Augusta, Ga. on 
7 Feb. He was 60. 

A native of Seminole Co., 
Ga., he was a veteran of 
WI/ II. He was employed for 
several years with Southern 
Airways at Bainbridge Air 
Base, Ga. before being dis
abled. 

He had resided in Albany, 
Ga. for many years. 

Burial was in Corinth Ba
ptist Church Cemetery, Iron 
City, Ga. 

He is survived by his 
wife Florence; a daughter, 
Dina Joy, Leesburg, Ga.; 
two grandchildren; and a 
sister. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Woodham 
. Die in Henry County 

ABBEVILLE, Ala.-We regret 
to announce the deaths of 
Charles Samuel Woodham and 
his wife, Lottie Belle. 

Mrs. Lottie, age 79, 
died at Dothan, 2 Sept. 

She is survived by three 
daughters and two sons by 
a former marriage. She was 
a retired florist. 

Charles died 30 Oct. at 
the home of hi! son in 
Cumming, Ga. at the age of 
82. He was born 14 Nov., 
1896 in Richland, Ga., son 
of Samuel Fletcher Woodham 
and Alice V. Flinn. He liv
for many years in Edison, 
Ga. He was a veteran of 
WW I and was a retired boo• 
kkeeper. 

Funeral was held at Mars 
Hill Church in Edison with 
burial there. 

He is survived by a son, 
Pete Woodham, of Cu11111ing, 
Ga. and two grandchildren. 

* * * 

Pearl Mae Woodham, 
Covington Matriarch 

OPP, Ala.- Pearl Mae Woodh
am, one of the oldest memb
ers of the Family in Cov
ington Co., died here 23 ftug. 
She was 90. 

Aunt Pearl was a grand
daughter of John Ylesley, one 
of the two brothers who bro• 
thers who founded the Cov
ington Co. branch of the 
Family. She was the daughter 
of William Aris Woodham and 
Mary Anne Savannah Driggers 
and was born 18 Feb., 1889. 

Burial was in Opp Ceme
tery. 

She was the widow of Alex 
Atwell. She is survived by 
one daughter, Sybil Atwell 
Rooks, High Springs, Fla.1 
seven grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. 

* * * 

Mrs. Mancil Woodham 
Passes Away in Dothan 

DOTHAN, Ala.- Mrs. Samantha 
Vann Woodham, 71, died here 
22 June. 

She was the wife of 
John Mancil Woodham and had 
been married for almost 52 
years. 

Burial was in Ashford 
Cemetery, Ashford, Ala. 

Survivors are her hus
band; a brother, half-bro• 
ther and a half-sister. 

* * * 

Mrs. Vera 8. Woodham 
Dies in Dale County 

SKIPPERVIU.E, Ala.- Mrs. 
Vera Brown Woodham, age 70, 
died in Ozark 7 Dec. 

She was the widow of 
John Lewis Woodham. She 
Was a native of Dale Co. 

• and a member of Wesley Cha
pel. 

Burial was in Dykes Cem
tery, Dale Co. 

* * * 



John M. Mears, 
Prominent Teacher, 
Dies in Florida 

RIVIERA BEACH, Fla.- John 
Miriam Mears Sr., 77 • died 
in West Palm Beach 0 ~ 5 Feb. 

He was the husband of 
Nuna Ruth Woodham of Dale 
~ 0 • • Ala. John was a nat
ive of Jackson Co,, Fla. 
He was a graduate of Fla. 
State Univ. and a teacher 
for 38 years. He was a 
veteran of WVI II. 

Survivors are his wife 
Ruth; and a son, J.M. Jr. 

• * * * 

James M. Wo11dham, Jr. 
Dies From Accident 

BISHOPVIU.E, S.C.- James 
Moore Woodham Jr. died here 
5 Sept., just a few days 
before his 20th birthday, 
in an accident. 

Jame was the son of J.M. 
Woodham Sr. and Mrs. Keven 
Bromstead. He was a·grad
uate of Lee Academy and was 
e~ployed with Woodham Bros. 
Farm here. 

Burial was in the Sava
nnah Church Cemetery. 

He is survived by his 
parents; a sister, Sharon 
Renee; two. half-sisters 
and two half-brothers. 

* * * 

Mrs. Cleo Woodham 
Buried in Hartford 

HARTFORD, Ala.- ,Mrs. ·c1eo 
Stewart Woodham, 80, died 
24 Jan., in Dothan. She 
was the widow of Robert 
Bentley Woodham. 

A native of Geneva Co., 
she had taught school for 
several years in Hartford. 

Burial was in Hartford 
Cemetery. 

She is survived by four 
daughters, Mary, Margaret 
Lenora, Sarah Elizabeth and 
Mrs. s. w. Williams; and a 
son, James William Woodham, 
Chicago, Ill. 

* * * 

Thelma Woodham 
Dead at Age 79 

ABBEVIU.E, Ala.- Thelma 
Woodham, 79 1 died here 3 
July. She was the wife of 
Floyd A. Carr Sr. 

Thelma was a native of 
Henry Co. and the daughter 
of John Wesley Woodham and 
Susie M. Searcy. 

Burial was at Mt. Enon 
Cemetery, Edwin, Ala. 

She is survived by her 
husband; a daughter, Wil
mouth, Chattanooga; two sons 
John Wesley ("Jack"), Abbe
ville and Floyd A. Jr., of 
Chattanooga. 

* * * 

Mrs. Wyndell R. Woodham 
' Henry County Native 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Mrs. Joan 
Shelly Woodham, 42, wife 
of Wyndell Ray Woodham, died 
here 12 Sept. 

She was born in 1937 in 
Henry Co., Ala. She atten
ded Newville High and Troy 
State Univ, and worked for 
the Alabama Dept. of Indus
trial Relations. 

Survivors are her husb
and; two daughters, Raye Ann 
and Paige; a son, William 
Bradley ("Brad") Woodham, 
all of Dothan; her mother 
Mrs. Jewell Hicks, Newville; 
six sisters and one brother. 

Burial was in Gardens of 
Memory, D.bthan. 

* * * 
Mac McClenny 
Dead at Age 81 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Lee J. ("Mac") 
Mcclenny, Bl, died here 21 
Oct, He was the husband.of 
Cina Greene Woodham. 

Mac was a native of Hen
ry Co. and lived here for 
the past 50 years. He was 
associatied with Standard 
Oil for 35 years until his 
retirement. 

Burial was at Beulah Bap
tist Church Cemetery in 

Dothan, 
Survivors are his wife 

Cina; two sons, Gaston McCl
enny, Summerville, s.c. ard 
A.G. McClenny, Dothan; a 
daughter, Mrs. Tate (Grv' 
O'Brien, Dothan. 

* * * 

SOUTH CAROLINA REUNION 

(continued from page 1) 
The reunion created a 

great deal of enthusiasm 
and family members called 
for making it an annual ev
ent. Woodhams and descen
dants from South Carolina's 
clan came "home" from Jac
ksonville, Atlanta, Colum
bia,s.c. Lithonia, Ga, and 
many other cities. 

A big picnic was spread 
at noon. Anyone who went 
home hungry must have been 
on a diet. 

The matriarch of the Fa
mily, Mrs, Zada Vioodham, 
was the center of attention 
At age 98, she is the q. ,JS 
known Woodham today, Sffl!!"' 
is the widow of Horace 
Greely ("Bub") Woodham of 
Lee Co,, s. C. 

The Second South Carol
ina Woodham Reunion will be 
held Aug. 10, at Lee State 
Park. 

MARSHALL COUNTY REUNION 
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 20 

ALBERTVILLE, Ala.- We are 
proud to announce the birtl 
of another new Woodham re
nion, this one for all of 
the family from Marshall C, 

Loyd L, and Buddy Wood
ham have organized a comm
ittee to work on the reuni 
~n •. For further info:rl .I" 
ion, contact Loyd at l~ 
Walnut St, or Buddy at Rt. 
5, Box 339; Albertville, 
Ala. 35950, 



INCORPORATED (Cont. from page 1) 
setting up the foundation. 

Charles ("Chu~k") Cron of Atlanta (son of Lois Dale 
Woodham of Iron City, Ga.) volunteered to serve as chair

rtan of the Corporation and Foundation CoD111ittee. Loyd Lee 
' bodham and Lester Clyde Woodham Sr. ("Buddy"), both of 

Albertville, Ala. and Francis L. Woodham of Lugoff, S.C. 
are among the members named to the conmittee. 

Incorporation of the Association is a necessary action 
as many family members have pointed out. Since operation 
of the Association involves collection and expenditure of 
funds and we must deal with businesses (printing our family 
magazine and other publications and other activities), we 
must have legal status. 

In addition, the Association will be able in the future 
to acquire and own real estate and other property as a corp
oration. This will allow us to acquire and preserve family 
cemeteries as well as develop a permanent headquarters for 
the Association and the Woodham Library and Archives. 

The C011111ittee will draw up a Constitution for the Asso
ciation and draft a charter for the Foundation. These will 
be s•1bmi tted for Family approval at the National Reunion. 

* * * 

The business meeting was very productive with good ideas 
being brought up. Several people from Georgia, Alabama and 
South Carolina attended. 

Association President Robert Earl Woodham told the group 
~I'm going to just sit back and keep quite. I want to hear 

;our ideas and your suggestions for the Association." 
Loyd led the group in suggesting that one of the most 

important steps which should be taken as soon as possible 
is to have the Association chartered as a corporation ".,, so 
that we can legally do business," He also urged that comm
ittees be formed to work on Family projects, with an organ
ization of both local and national conmittees. The group 
agreed there is a definite need for committees in every 
community where there is a large number of the Family. 

These coamittees will work on such projeGts as collect-
ing information on the family from family members, librar
ies, courthouses, cemeteries and other sourcesJ.organizing 
local reunionsJ raising funds for these projects; locating 
and preserving Woodham gravesites and homesteads; the Nat
ional Reunion; and other programs. 

* * * 

REUNION (cont. from page 1) 
the Lodge resturan~ at 7 P.M,, followed by a social gather
ing on the Lodge patio. Registration will begin at the Lo
dge Saturday at 10 A.M., with a social gathering all morning. 

Memorial Day weekend is always a big one for tourists in 
the Eufaula area because of Lake Eufaula, so you MUST make 
reservations wel.l ahead or you won't find a room! We have 

~eserved all of the rooms at the Lodge, so when calling th-
, 1re, please tell them yo~• 'Ire with the Woodham reunion. If 

they are already full, th~~ get in touch with one of the pr-
.ivate motels uptown. You also MUST make reservations for a 
camping space. 

Woodham Photo 
Album Planned 
f\o\e of the most important 
projects we will ever under
take is the preservation of 
our family's treasured old 
photographs. We first had 
in mind to copy and make a 
negative of every photo of 
every member of the fanily. 

However, after a year and 
a half of this, we can easi
ly see this method is simply 
too expensive for our limit
ed budget. 

We therefore came up with 
the idea of printing a photo 
album periodically. This· 
project will allow u~ to pre
serve our photos and the cost 
can then be shared by 11s all, 

The photo albums will be 
notebook size, B½" X 11" and 
will contain about 40 pages. 
All pictures will be printed 
in black and white, since the 
cost of full color is several 
hundred dollars extra. 

From three to four photos 
will be reproduced on each 
page for a total of about 
160 pictures. We are inclu
ding both very old and rece
nt pictures, The oldest will 
be 102 years old. Some will 
be group pictures and others 
will be of individuals, 

With +.he printing of these 
photo albums, all the family 
can now share these precious 
pictures of our ancestors. 
No longer need we fear that 
a picture of our parents or 
grandparents will be lost, 
since there will be many oth
er copies available. We plan 
to place copies of the album 
in several state arcnives for 
safe-keeping. 

Cnly a limited numoer of 
the Woodham Photo Album, 
Volume I. can be printed si
nce we do not have any idea 
of how many will be taken by 
the Family. The cost will 
depend upon our final layout 
which has not been determin
ed yet. 



We realize the gasoline situation is going to cause pro• 
blems 10 PIJ!ASE start planning early and save up that trav
eling money 10 you can attend. 

To make the National Reunion a sucvwas, Wllt are going to 
need the help of a lot of people. We need volunteers to 
help on several reunion co111Dittees. These will include a 
Reception Conmittee whose duties will be registration of th• 
family and registration of members of the Association. We 
need people to serve on Saturday and others for Sunday. 

Next, we need several people to chaperone swillllling part
ies for children and one for teenagers Saturday afternoon 
and a young people's party Saturday night. If you can help 
with these and other projects, please contact Association 
Secretary Diane Woodham at this address a Mrs. Diane Plauche' 1 
1715 B Gahagan Rd.J Signal Mountain, Tenn. 37377. 

To make ro<111 or cottage reservations, call NOi'1 Lakep
oint State Park Lodge (205) 687-8011. F~r camping space, 
call this number or write Superintendent, Lakepoint State 
Park, Rt. 2, Box 94J Eufaula, Ala. 36027. Eufaula also has 
several motels uptowns Holiday Inn (call your local number 
or toll-free (800) 238-8000)1 Lake Eufaula Motor Lodge (205) 
687-48111 Chewalla Motel (205) 687•2477J Town Terrace Motel 
(205) 687-24571 and Rebel Motel (205) 687-3502. 

* * * 
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Mrs. Zada Woodham 
Celebrates 100 Years 
BISHOPVILLE, s.c . - - Mrs. Zada 
Woodham celebrated her 100th 
birthday here 8 May . She is 
the oldest member of the 
Woodham family . 

Unfortunately , Mrs. Zada 
had to mark this historic o
ccasion while in the hospit
al for tests. She is also 
Lee Co .' s oldest citizen and 
one of the area ' s most admi
red folks . 

She was born in Lee Co . on 
8 May, 1881, daughter of Jo
seph and Sarah Mozingo. She 
married Horace Greely ("Bub" 
Woodham in Jan ., 1902. Bub 
was son of Asa Edward Woodh
am Sr . and Elizabeth Bruce . 

Zada and Bub had three ch
ildren, a daughter , Christi
ne and two sons who died as 
small children . They have a 
grandson, Billy McIntyre , of 
Sumter , and t wo great grand
children. 

Mrs . Zada lives with her 
daughter , Mrs . Chris tine Be
as l ey here. HAPPY BIRTHDAY , 
Cousin Zada and many more ! 

Woodham Family Holds 
Third National Reunion 

EUFAULA , Ala . --Woodhams from nine states attended the third 
annual Woodham National Reuni on here on Memorial Day weekend 
at Lakepoint State Park . Headquarters for t he reunion was 
the Holiday Inn overlooking Lake Eufaula . About 100 kinfolk 
were on hand Saturday·, coming from as far away as Missouri , 
Arkansas and Maryland . 

Mrs . Gussie c . Woodham Mathison of Clayton, Ala . was again 
the oldest family member present . She is 96 . The oldest man 
attending was J . J . Steel , 78 , of Dothan . 

The reunion committee changed tradition this year and held 
business meetings and elections on Saturday. About 7.0 paid 
members of the

0

W~odham Family Association were present late 
Saturday evening when elections were held . • 

A barbecue was held Sunday in Lakepoint State Park, with 
cooking provided by Mrs . Lois Woodham Cross of Iron City , G
a .; Tom L. Woodham , Midland City, Ala . ; Charles Cross, Rosw
ell , Ga .; Marjorie and Candy Johnson, Opp , Ala. 

Woodham National Reunion 
Committee Being Formed 
The 1982 Woodham National Reunion will be held at Marianna 

Florida , on Memorial Day weekend . A National Reunion Commi
ttee of volunteers is being formed to organize activities 
and make arrangements . 

Everyone who wants to be on tne National Reunion Commi ttee 
i s invited and urged to do so . The more who participate , the 
more fun it will be. If you can serve as a chaperone for ki
ds parties; on picnic arrangements ; or other activities , pl
ease write now and let us know: Woodham National Reunion c
ommittee, Box 7597 , Atlanta, Ga . 30357 . 

Headquarters for the National Reunion will be •the Marianna 
Holiday Inn . Activities will begin at the motel Friday, 21 
May. There will be no "business " meetings. Instead, we are 
planning an o l d-fashioned family reunion for renewing old 
family ties , meeting and getting to know " new" relatives. 

A big picnic will be held at Fl orida Caverns State Park on 
Sunday , 23 May . The park includes camping , caverns, swimming 
beach and many recreation fac i l i ties . This area is great f
or planning a vacation , with Panama City Beach just an hour 
away. Lake Seminole is just a few minutes away. 



Editorial 
Research Center 1\ reds 
Copy, !\1imo !\1achinrs 

We are starting a campaign to raise funds 
for a copying machine or some kind of print
ing machine. With such a ·machine, we could 
think of printing the WOODHAM JOURNAL as oft
en as once a month. Such a machine would co
st between $4,000 and $6,000. If we can rai
se enough funds for a down payment, we will 
try to buy a machine on credit. 

Such a machine would not only allow us to 
print more and larger WOODHAM JOURNALS but 
it could also be used to print many booklets, 
phamplets, letters, family information sheets 
stationery and many other things. 

Contributions to the American Family Herit
age Institute for purchase of such a machine 
will be tax exempt, since we are a non-profit 
agency charted by the State of Georgia. This 
will get us on the road toward becoming a fi
rst-class national center of family history. 

Contributions may bt made as memorials to 
loved ones and will be recognized in future 
publications. If you can give to this proj
ect, make your checks our to the American 
Family Heritage Institute so they will be tax 
exempt. Please help as best you can. Thank 
you and God bless you. 

* * * * * * * • 

With this issue, you will find we have ch
anged the name of our newsletter back to T\ , 
WOODHAM JOURNAL. It will continue the ori9"""' 
nal newsletter founded by Robert Earl Woodham 
in 1979 and the WOODHAM COUSINS. The JOURNAL 
is no longer connected with the Woodham Fami
ly Assoc. Membership in that group does not 
include this newsletter. As a result of bei
ng unable to get funds from the secretary and 
treasurer to print newsletters during the pa
st year or funds for any other purpose, Robe
rt Earl Woodham has resigned as President of 
the Woodham Family Association. He has also 
resigned as a member of the Association along 
with many other family members. 

If you want the JOURNAL continued and if y
ou want research on both living Woodhams and 
our ancestors to continue, then we need your 
help. The financial burden is just too much 
to carry alone. The JOURNAL will be publish
ed by Robert Earl for the rest of his life. 
It is the only link between all the Woodham 
Family. We are working very hard to build 
this link and unify our family. We can't do 
this alone. We need both your moral support 
and your financial help. If you are proud 
of your Woodham heritage and want to see ur 
preserve it, then support our effort with U 
subscription. 

Official Publication of the 
American Family History Institute 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor 

Published at Atlanta, Ga. Subsc
ription, $10 a year. The Woodham 
Journa, Box 7597, Atlanta, Ga. 
30357. 



Florida Woodhams 
Hold First Reunion 
BRADENTON, Fla.-- The desce
ndants of Isaac Newton Wood
ham held the first West Cen
tral Florida Woodham Family 
Reunion here 11 Oct . with a 
large crowd attending from 
several states . 

Newton was born in 1887 in 
Geneva Co. , AJa . and moved 
to Manatee Co ., Fla. about 
1927. He and his wife Mary 
Christian Efurd had five ch
ildren . 

The reuni on was held at 
the Manatee County Historic
al Village. 

Among those attending were 
(top row in picture)Denni s 
King, husband of Donna Wood
ham; William Miller Jr., hu
sband of Robbie Woodham; Ku
rtis Woodham; daughter of 
Sandra Woodham Ogline; (4th 
row) friend; Susan Woodham 
Bossler; Pamela Woodham; Ron 
Ogline, hus. of Sandra Wood-

am; Eugene Woouham ; Helen 
Woodham , widow of Dewey; Ch
arles Rinehart , hus. of J ean 
Woodham; Michael Woodham; R
ay King; (3rd row) Richard 
Woodham; friend; Sandra Woo
dham Ogline; Jean Woodham R
inehart; Ji 11. W. Woodham, w
ife of Michael , Margie Mc. 
Woodham, wife 0[ Samuel; (2-
nd row) Donna Woodham King ; 
Joan :~oodham Gibbs; two dae
ghters of Sandra W. Rinehart ; 
Angela Rinehart ; (back row, 
kneeling) Frances Woodham , 
wife of Eugene; son of Sand
ra Rinehart; Gerald Bassler; 
Robbie Woodham Miller; Samu
el c. Woodham; (front , knee
ling) friend; Sharon King , 
dau. of Donna W. King ; Jole
en Mosley; Beverly Woodham ; 
Kristy Miller; Shawn Miller ; 
and Patricia Woodham. 

* * * 
DOTHAN , Ala . --Bert and Chris 
Woodham , sons of John Doyle 
Woodham and his wife , Sara 
Lois, recently won honors at 
the Dist. II 4-H roundup at 
Troy , Ala . Keep up the good 
work , boys . 

* * * 

Tococobe Fa rms Is 
Outstanding Farm 
Of the Year in Lee 
BISHOPVILLE, S.C . - - Tococobe 
Farmshas won recognition as 
the "Outstanding Cooperator" 
of Lee County, S.C . for 1980 
at the r ecent Membership and 
Awards program of the Lee 
County Soil and Water and 
Conservation District . 

Tococobe Farms is a farm 
coop owned by Harris Middle
ton ( "Jack" ) Woodham , hiss
on E. E. ("Skeet") Woodham 
and son-in-law, Pete Beasley 
husbaPd of Virginia Woodham. 

The farm's name Tococobe 
indicates the emphasis upon 
tobacco , cotton, corn and b
eans . 

Not to be outdone in the 
growing business , the women 
of this family have founded 
the Tococobe Greenhouses. 
Jack ' s wife , Ruth, their da
ughter Virginia and daughte
r - in- law Wanda (wife of Ske
et) , got togethere last win
ter and turned Ruth ' s hobby 
of growing greenhouse plants 
into a full-fledged business 
that now includes four gree
nhouses and a yard full of 
plants. And they are getti
ng a lot of help from the g
randchildren. 

Tococobe Farms is located 
i n the heart of "Woodham Co
untry". They can look out 
over farmland which Woodhams 
have tilled since the 1780 ' s . 
Just across the road is the 
Woodham Cemetery. 

* * * 
HEADLAND , Ala. -- Richard De
rrick Woodham and his wife 
Joyce Cobb Woodham announce 
the birtb of a son , Derek 
Shaun , born 28 May, in Doth
an . Richard i s the son of 
Jack Woodham and Quinta Dell 
Kirkland Woodham of Headland 
and grandson of the late Lee 
Woodham Sr . and Mrs . Fannie 
Woodham of Midland City . Jo
yce is daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs . R. E. Cobb . 

* * * 

BISHOPVILLE, S . C.-- J ulie C
aro l Woodham and her husband 
Charles Albert Huggins anno
unce the birth of a son, Ca
rl Albert Hugqins , born 18 
Feb. 

HARTSVILLE , S.C.-- Julie Ca
rol Woodham and her husband 
Charles Albert Huggins anno
unce the birth of a son , Ca
rl Albert Huggins , born 18 
Feb . Julie is the daughter 
of Milton Josey ("Joe ") Woo
dham . 

* * * 



OBITUARIES ... 

Mittie E. Woodham 
Family Historian 

BRANDON, Fla.-- Mittie Euge
nia Woodham died here 15 Ap
ril, at the age of 86. 

Mittie was born 16 Jan.,. 
1895 in Greene County, Ga., 
daughter of John Edward Woo
dham Jr. and Maria Josephine 
Clifton. In 1902, her fami~ 
ly moved to Telfair Co., wh
ere Mittie became the first 
telephone operator in the a
rea, operating the telephone 
exchange ~ut of her home. 

When her brother, William 
Lee Woodham, died in 1942, 
Mittie took over the task of 
raising his six chilclJ:en. 

She had been very active 
for several years in family 
research on the Woodhams. 
Since retirement, she had 
lived in Brandon with her 
niece, Mrs. Mary W. Powell 
but remained active in maki
ng lap warmers for area nur
sing home patients. 

Burial was at Millwood 
Cemetery in Reddick, Fla. 

Survivors include two 
nieces, Mrs. Mary Powell, 
and Mrs. Lois w. Goebel, 
Zephyrhills, Fla./ and two 
nephews, Reuben Leonard 
Woodham, Blairsville, Ga. 
and Guy M. Woodham, Miami. 

* * * 

Chester A. Cohron 
Dies In Opp, Ala. 

OPP, Aia.-- Chester A. Cohr
on died here 26 June, at age 
74. He was the husband of 
Willa Ree Woodham. 

He was a L1ative of Excel, 
Monroe Co., Ala., where he 
was born 4 Mar., 1907. He 
was a veteran of WW II and 
was a cabinet maker. 

Burial was in Peaceful Ac
res Cemetery. 

Survivors include his wife 
Mrs. Willa Ree Woodham Cohr
on of Opp; and two brothers. 

* * * 

Mrs. William I. Woodham 
Buried at Hartford, Ala. 
HEADLAND, Ala.-- Mrs. Eva 
Ruth Powell Woodham died he
re 7 Mar., at the age of 80. 
Mrs. Ruth was the wife of 
William Ivey ("Willie") Woo
dham. 

Mrs. Ruth was born in Ski
pperville, Dale County, but 
reared in Hartford. She was 
the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Charles B. Powell. She mar
ried Willie Woodham at Hart
ford on 27 Jan., 1921. They 
had lived in Dothan for sev
eral years and here for the 
past 16 years. 

Burial was in Hartford Ci
ty Cemetery. 

Survivors include her hus
band; and one son, Ivy Powe
ll Woodham, Florence, S.C.; 
2 granddaughters, Mrs. Lydia 
Woodham Parrish, Greenwood, 
s.c. and Mrs. Patricia Wood
ham Pierce, Florence; six 
great grandchildren; a sist
er, Mrs. Fred Griffin, Head
land. 

* * * 
Myrtie 
Dies in 

Bell Woodham 
Geneva, Ala. 

GENEVA, Ala.-- Mrs. Myrtie 
Bell Woodham Hughes died in 
Wiregrass Hospital here 6 

April at age 79. 
Myrtie was born 28 Dec., 

1901 near Slocomb, daughter 
of John Talbot ("Bud") Wood
ham and Nancy Jane Dean. She 
married Grover C. Hughes, 
who served as Geneva County 
Sheriff and was a well-known 
merchant. 

After his death, Myrtie 
owned and operated a childr
ens store in Geneva. She a
lso served many years as a 
member of the Geneva Co. Bo
ard of Registrars. 

Burial was in Sunset Mem. 
Gardens here. 

Survivors include 2 sons, 
Joseph Hughs, Geneva, and 
John Earl Hughes, Atlanta; 
a sister, Mrs. Tessie Hundl
ey, Slocomb; a brother, Wil
liam Dorsey Woodham, Columb
us, Ga.; and 6 grandchildren. 

* * * 

WEDDINGS, ENGAGEMENT 

WOODHAM - DOUCETT V 
BISHOPVILLE; s.c.-- Thomas 
Hearl Woodham and Donna Ren 
ee Doucett were married at 
Savannah Advent Church in 
Stokes Bridge Community on 
25 May. 

He is son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alston Wesley Woodham II of 
Ashland Community and grand 
son of the late Thomas Char 
les ("Jut") Woodham and Mrs 
Georgia Woodham. Donna is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
J.,mes T. Doucett of Bishopv 
ille. 

Thomas is a graduate of 
the Univ. of South Carolina 
and is employed with his fa 
ther and uncle of B&R Farms 
in Ashland. 

* * * 

WOODHAM - PHILLIPPI 

ANDALUSIA, Ala.--Jerome Y 
Woodham and Brenda Phillipp 
were married here in June. 

Jerome is son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Tase Woodham o: 
Florala. He is presently a 
student at Wallace Jr. Coll· 
ege. He is the grandson of 
John Nelson Woodham. 

* * * 

WOODHAM - MILLER 

BOONE, N.C.-- Mr. and Mrs. 
James Robert Woodham of Har
tsville, s.c. announce the 
engagement of their daughte, 
Susan to Donald Lee Miller 
of Boone. 

Susan is a graduate of Ap· 
palachian State University 
in Boone and is presently m• 
anager of Business Services 
here. She is the granddaug
hter of Hugh Boyd Woodh~ , 
Sr and Jannie Segars. '-J 

Donald is owner of MECO E· 
lectric of Boone. 

The wedding is planned fo1 
8 Aug. at Kelleytown Baptis1 
Church near Hartsville. 

* * * 



Order Woodham Books Now 
~ have tried very hard i n 

e last several months t o 
raise funds to get two ver y 
important books published 
on the Woodham family. The 
response has been very poor . 
The cost of printing the 
"WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX" wou
ld be several hundred doll
ars for 200 copies and the 
estimated costs for the 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM " 
ranges from over $1 , 000 up 
to $1 , 500 . The orders we 
have so far would p ay for 
l ess than one- tenth of thi s 

WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY 

WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM 

cost . For some , this amount may s eem small but for us to bear alone is j us t imposs ible . Unl 
ess enough orders are receiv~d in the next two months, we will have to forget trying to pres 
erve your Woodham photographs. 

If you a re proud of your Woodham family and want to help us preserve our heritage , we urge 
you , PLEASE or der these books NOW . Delay can mean these wonde rfu l book s will not be printed . 

The WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX has about 10 , 000 Woodham names. We hav e tried to list every known 
Woodham since t he year 1656 t o the present . With this index , you can trace your direct fami 
ly back to the first Woodham in America . You can learn who each ancestor was , when and where 
they were born and who their father was . It is the result of more than 27 years of research . 
~he I ndex took more than five years t o complete . 

The WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM would contain about 150 pictures of Woodhams , some that are over 
~00 years old . Many of these pi~tures are no longer owned by Woodhams. It would r epresent 
the Family from many states . Our dream i s to publish a photo album o nce a year from now on 
as the only way we can financially afford to preserve our treasured Woodham pictures . 

We are also going to print more copies of the WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY booklet . About 100 
copies disappeared at the 1 980 nati onal reunion , so many of you did not r eceive a copy. We 
will print only the number of copies order ed this time. 

We also urge your support of this family newsletter with your subsc riptions . Since we are 
no longer connected with t he Woodham Family Assoc. , we must depend upon your help t o p ay for 
this newsletter. This issue i s being p a i d for personally by Robert Earl Woodham . I f you 
would like to receive THE WOODHAM JOURNAL in the future , we need your financial support thro
ugh a subscription. 

The JOURNAL also needs your support with news items . PLEASE clip and send to us all obit
uaries on Woodhams , along with the name and date of t he newspaper from the top of the page. 
We would great l y appreciate it if you would clip every newspaper article , b i g or little , on 
any Woodham for us . These are also preserved in our Woodham Family records . 

I n the last two years , we have tried to send a newsletter to e very Woodham family member 
that we know of to s pread word about the national reunion. With over 1 , 500 known Woodham ad
dresses , we can no l o nger do this . In the future, the JOURNAL will go only to subscribers . 

NAM._ _______________ _ 

ADDRESS. _ ____________ _ 

CITY-- ~ -------------
STAT._ _________ _ -'IP ___ _ 

Pl ease send a subscription 
to the WOODHAM J OURNAL at 
$10 a year 
Please send copies of 
the WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX 
at $25 each . 
Please send copies of 

CLIP AND MAIL 
TO : 

Woodham Journal 

Box 7597 
A tlanta. Georgia 30357 

the WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM . $10 ea . 
Please send copies of 
the WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY . $7 ea . 



NOTES .... 

IISHOPVILLE, s.c.--The 3rd annual South Car
>lina Woodham Reunion will be held here Sun
lay, 9 Aug., at Lee State Park. Registration 
,ill begin in the moring and highlight of the 
reunion will be a big picnic at a park pavi
llion. Please bring a picnic basket. Co-c-
1airmen for the reunion are Mrs. H. M. "Jac
c-;.

11 (Ruth) Woodham, E. E. 11 Skeet 11 Woodham and 
~arion Woodham, all of Bishopville, 
~IDLAND CITY, Ala.--Mrs. Martha Woodham, wi
fe of Kenneth Michael Woodham, has been ind
acted into the Kappa Delta Pi national honor 
3ociety at Troy State University. 
f>.NDALUSIA, Ala. --Jerome James Woodham was a
mong 29 students at Wallace Jr. College who 
were named to the Who's Who Among Students 
in American Junior Colleges. He was also n
amed to the President's List with a perfect 
grade average for the fall quarter. 
BISHOPVILLE, s.c.--Evelyn Rebecca Woodham h
as received her degree from Winthrop College 
in Rock Hill, S.C. Rebecca is daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ray Woodham. 
BISHOPVILLE, S .C. --E .E. "Skeet" Woodham and 
his wife have been named to the Farm Adviso
ry Council by Farm Journal Magazine. 

'1l4t •oob4am Journal 
Box 7597 

Atlanta. Georgia 30357 
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Mr. and Mrs. Alton Graves Woodham celebrat
ed their 50th wedding anniversary ~nniversary 
recently with a big reception held for them 
by their foster children at Mt. Pleasant (Wig
gins Chapel) Baptist Church. More than 300 
well-wishers from the Wiregrass area, Atlanta, 
Tifton and Donalsonville, Ga. and Maryland at
tended. 

Hosts were their foster children, Mrs. Jua
nita Neal, Mrs. Jerry Ann Crews and Billy Joe 
Johnston. Graves Woodham and Spella Johns+~, 
were married in Houston County 17 Oct~, 1v 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PA ID 

Smyrna, Ga 

PERMIT NO. 166 



mht lflnnbham Jnttmal 
News of the Woodham Family of America 

Vol. 49, No.+ Official Publication of the Woodham Family Club fr!., 1983 

OLDEST WOODHAM DIES 

BISi-iOPVILLE, S .C. - - Mr s . Zada 
Eelzonia Mozingo ~oodham, the 
~oodham Fami l y ' s ol dest mem
ber, di ed he=e 1 tee ., 1982, 
at age 101 . 

Zada was t he wiC:ow of Hor 
ace Greel y ( "Bub" ) Woocham, 
who died i n 1940 . She was a 
native of present Lee County . 

She was al so the oldest 
citizen of Lee County and it 
had become tradi t i onal f or 
f ol ks here t o help her cele
brat e her birthdays with ca
rds, l etters and gifts . The 
occasion was al so marked for 

ny year s by f eature arti c
. in l ocal newspapers. 
She and Bub had two s ons 

who di ed as childr en; she i s 
sur vived ~ya daughter , W.rs . 
Chris t ine Beasley , Eishopvi l 
le; sister , Mr s . Vallel a 
Ki ng ; grandson r aised i n the 
home , W. j . "Sill y" McI ntyre; 
2 gr eat grandchi l dr en; anci a 
great , great grandch ild . 

Buri al was at Hebr on Bapt
ist Church Cemet er y . 

* * * 

IF YOU NEED AN 
FOR MISSi l'iG rnE 
REUNION , DON ' T USE 

EXCUSE 
NATICNAL 

CHURCH 

Many ~oodhams i n t he past 
have del ayed comi ng t o the 
Nati onal Reunion or ~i ssed 
Sunday all together because 
t hey " cculcn ' t mi ss church" . 

I f you believe i n t he 
Bi bl e , you should heed al l of 

~ t each:~gs and not just 
~~me of them. It is fine t o 
attend your chur ch 51 week
ends a year but j ust ONE sh
ould be set as ide for YOUR 
FAMILY. (Cont . on page 6 ) 

Woodham National Reunion 
l,lARihr!tJA, Fla . - - The fifth annual \\oodham National Eeunion 
wil l be he_d again t hi s Memor ial Cay weekend in Marianna , Fl o
r ida , just s outh of. Dothan , Al a. Headquarter s will again be 
at the ~iar i anna P.oliday I nn , on U. S. P.wy . 90 east of dovmtcvm . 
Act ivities will get underway there Friday night , 27 May, at 
e PM . The Woodham National Reunion v,as f ouncied in 1979 when 
Vloodhams from 18 s t ates all over the nation joi ned together . 
This wi l l be our fifth cel ebration- -let ' s make it the biggest ! 

A gathering will be hel d at the Holiday Inn all c!ay Satur day 
star ting at 9 AA\ . The t:radi tional f2mily pi cnic will be hel d 
Sunday at Fl or:ca Caverns State Park on Jackson Co . Hwy . 167 
ncr th of town (f ollow the signs) . Festivit :. es SunC:2.y wi ll be
gin at 9 : 30 FJ\l with the j'.)icn::. c at noon . 

Vie have a l \'1ays hac: a big turnout of ?eopl e hungry to know 
r.iore about their Hoodham family her itage . 1.'1e started so,nething 
las t year that proved very popul ar and a l ot cf fun . Each per
son present got a chance to ~ind out how they are r el ated to 
c'.? nyone else i n the family . " I have al \:ays wan".:ed to know hm·, 
we wer e relatec , " has been hear d manv t i mes . 

Usi!lg a big chalkboard, 2obert Ea~l wrote out the facts and 
c1agramed it so everyone coul d understanc easi l y hm·i they were 
related and how they were cescended from the first V,oocham in 
A:neri ca . He tol d something about each generation . Those att
ending lef t w::.th a better understanding that we are ki nfo l ks 
and al l part of the same f amily . --

We will co the same thing this year on Saturday afternoon . 
2obert Earl wi l l answer any questions an~ use f amily r ecord s to 
hel p s how and explain about the fami l y . He wi l l br i ng as many 
toodham family r ecords as possibl e to the r eun:.on . 

Ee sur e and bring al ong your family Eibl e , photo al bums , ol d 
farm t ools, l ar ge framed pi ctures, old qui l ts , ant iques , pict 
ur es of ~·Joocham homes , cld deeds , hand::iade i t ens , cld clothes 
(~randma ' s shawl er Grandpa ' s old coat ) , mi l itary r ecor ds , old 
letters , marriage licenses , newspaper articles and other items 
to show during the reunio~. Many fo l ks brought these for the 
first reunion and that is ~hat hel ped make it so exciting . Many 
of us saw pictures of our grand~arents or yreat grandparent 5 
:or t he first time . Let ' s share these again . 

The Qathering a t the Holiday I nn Saturc ay will l ast al l day , 
creaki ng at noon for di nner and 6 FM for supper . The Inn h2. s 
a good resturant and others are located al ong US 90 , i ncl udins 
steakhouses and hamburger spots . The mct el su=rcun: s a swimming 
pool; pal m trees and f l o1•;ers :.take it 2 beauti:ul spot to r e l ax . 

Fl o=:da Caverns State ?ark , where we wi l l picni c Sunday , is 
one of Fl ori0a ' s top tou=ist attr actions . Its main fe atur e ar e 
l ighted caverns wi t h guided tour s . 
(Continued en back page) 



Research 

ViHAT IT MEANS TO YOU 

Too many of us think "family research" is ju
st about the past--our ancestors and the facts 
about them. Wrong! It takes research to le
arn something "new" also. Look at the probl
em for instance, if you wa.nted to organize a 
national reunion. Eefore you can invite your 
relatives, you must find out who anc' where 
they are. This requires research. 
To locate more than 3,000 V,oodhams and desc
endants who we now have addresses for, it 
took years of very hard work. Through hund
reds of letters and phone calls over the years 
we finally created a mailing list of a few 
hundred families. Next came hundreds of hours 
work in libraries all over the South. We 
made xerox copies of hundreds of telephone 
books and city directories to get addresses. 
Since people move often, we must repeat this 
every year when nev: books come out. he coll
ected an enti:-e "book" with about 1,000 phone 
and directory book copies, costing an average 
15¢ to 20¢ a page and up to $2.00 a page if 
we had to write an out-of-town library to get 
a copy--not to mention the cost of trips to 
all those libraries. 
All this work r..eans you know only about the 
Woodhams who a::-e listed--mostly men. To get 
addresses for married women, you must 'JO to 
courthouse records and learn who they married; 
that could take a lifetime of work! By now, 
you may have guessed it takes far more res
earch to learn about our living relatives 
than about family history. 
What does all this research on livinq relat
ives mean to you? It means you are able to 
have a national reunion anc. celebrate an ev
ent few families are privileged to enjoy; we 
are blessed with the chance to share our kin
ship through a national family club anc a M
tional family newsletter. Without such res
earch, we could never have held a truly nat
ional reunion nor set up a national club and 
newsletter. 
There are still Hundreds of Woodham families 
across the nation who we have not been able 
to contact yet. They have never heard of the 
reunion nor our family club, much less about 
our family history. Why? It takes money-
plain and simple. Postage or rhone calls to 
reach them would take a lot of money and we 
don't have it to spend. Just to get word to 
the 3,000 Woodham families we already know of 
about the reunion every year has become too 
expensive for us to handle. We are having to 
send word to fewer and fewer people. And the 
less who know, the less "national" the reunion 
will become. 

Vlhy spend a11 this space explaining research? 
Because we have been criticised in the past 
for devoting time, effort and money to 
"research". "We 're not going to spend money 
on research about dead folks. The money's 
going on the reunion and what's left over, V 
the newsletter," I was told. When I tried to 
explain "research" also was for livino relat
ives, so they could be located and told about 
the national reunion and our family organizat
ion, I was told ''V,e already have enough people 
coming to the reunion anyway." 
Until I die or am disabled, it will always be 
my goal to keep on locating and contacting 
Woodhams and descendants to tell them about our 
Woodham National Reunion, our heritage and to 
learn more about our family. 
* * * * * * * * * 
OLDEST WOODHAM DEED RECORDS ARE IN N. C. 

The oldest deed records we have located on our 
Woodham ancestors in America are in North Car
olina. Although the Woodhams lived in Virginia 
for many years before moving to N.C., most of 
the earliest records for the 1600's have been 
destroyed. Vie know they owned land in Virginia 
but haven't located any deeds there yet. 
Edward Woodham Senior apparently acquired land 
in Granville County, l'C sometime in the 1740'~. 
He witnessed a deed there, 6 Apr., 1748, in U 
which John Rackley sold land to james McCat
tens. 
A deed dated 6 Dec., 1756, in which Joseph 
Bridges sold land to james Wilson, mentions 
that the land joined "V,oodhams anc Cooks" 
lines on Tar River". 
We have never located a deed or a land grant 
where Edward bought or was granted this farm 
in Granville County, nor when he sold it. We 
hope some day to be able to do more research 
on this and possibly locate some deeds. How, 
ever, it now appears that Edward never regist
ered his deed, something early pioneers often 
failed to do when they did not remain on the 
land very 1 ong • 
Unfortunately, all the records with but a few 
exceptions of Dobbs County, NC have been lost. 
Edward moved from Granville County to Dobbs 
about 1757, where he obtained a land grant 
of 104 acres. A survey of this farm, dated 
2 Sept., 1757, is the first we have for our 
Vloodham ancestors in America. In 1757, this 
area was part of Johnston County but soon be,
came part of the new Dobbs Co. Later Dobbs 
was split and the area where Edward Jr. livev 
is part of Lenoir County.today. 
A few land grant records are all we have left 
today to show the Woodhams owned land in Len
oir Go. We hope to.do more research on their 
neighbors there and their land records to le
arn more about the Woodhams themselves. 

o.,,. ........ t") 



OBITUARIES ... 

Mr. & Mrs. LESLIE B. WOODHAM 

~HAN, Ala. -- Mrs. Mary 
Frances Gassett Woodham died 
here 8 Dec., 1981 at age 69. 

A native of Ski~perville, 
she had lived in Dothan the 
past 28 years. She married 
Leslie Bernard Woodham on 18 
Oct., 1931 and they had rec
ently celebrated their 50th 
anniversary. 

Burial was in Memory Hill 
Cemetery here. 

Leslie Bernard Woodham 
died here 14 Aug., 1982. He 
was 77, 

Leslie was born 19 Aug., 
1904 in Henry Co., son of 
Hillary Hopewell Vloodham and 
Nancy Ella Peebles. He was 
a veteran of both 'IIW II and 
the Korean War. He retired 
from the Arrey. 

Burial was at Memory Hill 
Cemetery. 
~ Leslie and Mary Frances 

.e survived by daughters, 
Mrs. Sylvia Graves, Dothan, 
and Mrs. Harriett l,\ctermott, 
Mahattan, Kan.; son, Marion 
H. Woodham, Dothan; sisters, 
Mrs. Alice Tew, Ozark, Mrs. 
Pauline Henderson, Clayton, 
and Mrs. Irene Armstrong, 
Atlanta; brothers, Gerald 
("Bue") Woodham, Brooksville, 
and Jack H. v,oodham, Tavares, 
Fla.; 13 grandchild=en; 7 
great grandchildren. 

* * * 

Mrs. JAMES WOODHAM 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. -- Mrs. 
Ruth Hicks Woodham, 71, died 
in Dothan 5 Dec., 1982. 

Ruth was the wido•I! of 
James lJ'icociham,. who died in 
1963. She was a lifelong 

~ident of Dale County, 
' .'abama. 

They had no children. 
Burial was at Mt. Pleas

ant (\'Jiggins) Church. 
* * * 

MURRAY F. WOOHAM Sr. 

BENNETTSVILLE, SC -- Murray 
Fleming Woodham Sr,, 85, died 
here 6 Aug., 1982. 

Murray was born 18 Oct., 
1895 (June,1894), in present 
Lee Co,, SC, son of Early w. 
Woodham and Lourenia Jane 
Woodham (both mother and fa
ther we,ce Woodham .. 

He was a veteran of the 
Army during i'iorld l'iar I and 
was retired from Baro Wood 
Co. He was a member of Heb
ron Baptist Church, Lee Co. 

Burial was in Sunset Mem. 
?ark here. 

Survivors include his wi
fe, Mrs. Eernice Gainey Wood
ham; daughters, Mrs. Betty 
Lou Lee, High Point, NC and 
Mrs. Thelma Ruth Coulbourne, 
Rutherford College, NC; sons, 
Murray F. lloodham Jr. and 
Arthur Lawton Woodham, 3enn
ettsville; sister, Mrs. Lou
ise Mixon, Hartsville; 12 
grandchildren; 12 great 
grandchildren. 

* * * 
EDWIN PRICE GRICE Senior 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. -- Edwin 
?rice Grice Sr., 71, died 
here 2 Dec., 1982. 

Edwin was the husband of 
Annie Merle Woodham. A nat
ive of Hartford, he had liv
ed in Nor::ian Park, Ga. for 
about 20 years before moving 
to Midland City. He was a 
retired sales manager for 
Brown Mfg. Co. 

Burial was in Midland City 
Cemetery. 

Survivors include his wife 
Mrs. Annie :,\erle Woodham Gr
ice, :1lidland City; daughters, 
Mrs. Nan Langston, i~oul trie, 
Ga., Mrs. Lenora Baker, Mid
land City and Mrs. Mickey 
Walker, Byron, Ga.; sons, Rev. 
Edwin P. Grice Jr., Haleyvil
le, Robert E. Grice, Troy and 
:>avid L. Grice, Midland City; 
three sisters; 18 grandchild
ren; 2 great grandchildren. 

* * * 
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RAVEL HOWARD WOODHAM 

LONGVIEW, Tex. -- Ravel 
Howard Woodham died here 8 
Feb,, 1983 at age 50. 

A native of Cleburne Co., 
Arkansas, he was the son of 
Beecher Foney Woodham and 
Nancy Victoria Vihite. He 
was a construction worker and 
formerly lived in Banner, Ark. 

Survivors include daughters 
Mrs, Pelma Sue Hunt, Greers 
Ferry, Mrs. Patty Sue Davidson, 
Searcy, Mrs, Polly Sue Lietak
er, Flora and Lina Margaret 
Woodham, Seattle, Wash.; brot
hers, Duale Eric Woodham, Ban
ner and Eben w. Woodham, New
port. 

Burial was in Miller Ceme
tery, near Ida, Ark. 

* * * 
Mrs. MYR1LE WOODHAM GAMBLE 

HEADLAND, Ala. -- Mrs. Myrtle 
Jane Woodham Gamble, 85, died 
in the Tumbleton Community 17 
May, 1982. 

Myrtle was born in Nov., 
1896 in Houston Co., daughter 
of Johnathan F. Woodham and 
Lucy E. Trotter. 

She was the widow of Will
iam C. Gamble. 

Survivors include sons, 
C. J. ("Jack") Gamble, Dothan 
and John E. Gamble, Cottondale; 
four grandchildren; two great 
grandchildren; brothers, Alto 
Graves Woodham and James l'i. 
Woodham, both of Dothan. 

* * * 
Mrs. CLI:FORD E. WOODHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC Mrs. Annie 
Laurie Beasley Woodham died 
here 31 July, 1982, at age 78. 

Annie Laurie was a native 
of Lee County and was the dau
ghter of Aurella Woodham and 
William B. Beasley. She was 
the wife of Clifford Edward 
Woodham. 

She attended Columbia Col
lege. 

Surviving are her husband, 
Clifford E. Woodham; daughter, 
(Continued on next page .•• 



OBITUARIES, continu~d ••• 

Mrs, Carolyn Clanton, Bish
opville; sisters, Mrs. Sara 
Boyd, Kansas City, li,o. and 
Mrs. Jane Duke, Bishopville; 
brother, F. M. Beasley, Bi
shopville; and a grandson. 

* * * 
JASPER R. V,CODHAM Jr. 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. -- Jasper 
Richard V, oodham Junior, 57, 
died in Dothan, 23 June, 
1982. 

He was born 24 Feb., 1925 
in Dale Co., son of Jasper 
R. V,oodham Sr. and Mary 
Alice Marshall. 

He was employee by Couch, 
Inc. since 1943 and was a 
Superintendent of eonstruct
ion for the company. 

Survivors include his wife 
Mrs. Wynelle Overton V,oodham; 
daughters, Mrs, Kai Davis, 
Dothan and Cindy V,ooc'ham, 
Midland City; sons, Jasper 
Richard Woodham III, Columb
us, Ga., Kenneth /.',ichael Wo
odham, Dothan and bobby Lynn 
Woodham, Midland City; sist
ers, Mrs. Edna Miller, Col
umbus, Ga., Mrs. Wand a Payne, 
Ozark, Mrs. Betty Sue Jones, 
Brookhaven, Miss. and hlrs. 
Ruth Jackson, Midland City; 
brothers, Roy T. ••oodham, 
Napier Field, Joseph Earl 
Woodham and billy Charles 
Woodham, both of Dothan and 
Richard Thomas Woodham, Eu
faula; four grandchildren. 

* * * 

JAMES ViCXJDHM! 

CLAYTON, Ala. -- James 
("Jim") Woodham died 20 Jan., 
1982. 

Born 29 Mar., 1904 in He
nry Co., he was the son of 
Joseph Hillary Woodham and 
Mary Ida Ow~ns. 

Survivors include his wi
fe, Mrs. Maude B. Walker 
Woodham; daughter, Mrs. Jim
mie Sue Farmer, Clayton; 
son, Billy Woodham, Dothan; 
brother, John D. Woodham, 

Anniston; four grandchildren. 
* * * 

Mr. & Mrs. B. T. WOODHAM Sr, 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla, -- Benj
amin Tillman Woodham Sr. died 
here 18 Feb., 1982, at age 
91. 

A native of Lee Co., S.C., 
Ben was the son of Charles B. 
V,oodham and Anna Mozingo. 
He had lived in Jacksonville 
for more than 50 years. 

Mrs. Sarah Edna McFadden 
Woodham Sr., died here 8 Dec. 
She was the widow of Ben and 
survived him 10 months. 

She was a native of Buena 
Vista, I.la, 

Surviving are sons, Benj
amin Till:nan Woodham Jr., 
Anniston, 1'.la., and Sanford 
George and Edward L. Vioodham 
of Jacksonville; six grand
children; five great grand
children. 

Both Ben and Sarah were 
buried at Evergreen Cemetery 
here. 

* * * 
Mrs. TESS Ii: WCODHAM HUNDLEY 

HARTFORD, Ala. -- Mrs. Tessie 
Inez Woodham Hundley, 83, 
died in Dothan 6 Feb,, 1982. 

Born 22 Feb,, 1898 near 
Slocomb, Geneva County, she 
was the daughter of John Tal
bot Woodham and Nancy Jane 
Dean. She was a member of 
Union Baptist Church for more 
than 60 years. She was the 
widow of Frank H. Hundley. 

Survivors include daught
ers Mrs. Winnie Wertz, Cott
onwood, Mrs. Adrian Roper, 
Columbus, Ga,, Mrs, Myra Jean 
Cantrell, East Point, Ga., 
and Mrs. Katheryn Hughes, 
Havana, Fla.; sons, Ray H, 
Hundley, Panama City, Fla., 
John E. Hundley, Hartford, 
and Frank Hundley, Lynn Hav
en, Fla,; brother, William 
Dorsey Woodham, Columbus, 
Ga,; 21 grandchildren; 29 
great grandchildren. 

Burial was at Union Bap
tist Church Cemetery. 

* * * 

LOYAL HENRY WOODHAM 

CONCORD, Ark. -- Loyal Henry 
~-oodham, 59, died in Arkansas 
6 Dec., 1982. 

Loyal was born 3 Aug., lV 
in Cleburne County, Arkansas, 
son of Beecher Foney Woodham, 
a native of Shelby County, Ala. 
Loyal was a great, great grand
son of Ira Woodham, a native of 
South Carolina and son cf Aris 
v;oodham Sr. 

Loyal was a retired farmer. 
Survivors include brothers, 

Du ale Eric Woodham, Concord, 
Ebben Viinford v:oodham, Newport 
and Ravel H. Woodham, Longview 
Tex. (now deceased). 

* * * 
LEWIS WOODHAM 

OZARK, Al a. -- Lewis Woodham, 
54, died in the Ewell Commun
ity at his home 5 June, 1982, 

Lewis was born in Dale Co., 
6 Jan., 1928, son of Bartow E. 
Woodham and Eva Preston. He 
was a deacon of Chalkhead Ba~ 
tist Church and a member of V 
the Ozark Masonic Lodge. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 
Emogene L. Strickland Woodham; 
daughter, Mrs. Norma Jean Hil
boldt, Ozark; son Terry L. Woo
dham, Midland City; sister, 
Mrs. Ruth Balkcom, Midland 
City; four grandchildren. 

* * * 
W,rs. LEOTIS WOODHAM VARNUM 

DOTHAN, Ala. -- Mrs. Leotis 
Woodham Varnum, 76, died here 
2 Jan., 1982. 

Leotis ("Dump") v1as born 
10 July, 1902 in Dale Co., 
daughter of John Edward Wood
ham and Ola Spivey. 

She is survived by her hus
band, Cas M. Varnum, Dothan; 
sons Edward, Billy Jean and 
Y, il liam Royce Varnum, all of 
Dothan; brother, William Andr~ 
Woodham ( now deceased), DotJU 
five grandchildren; 8 great 
grandchildren. 

Burial was at Memphis Bapt
ist Church Cemetery. 

* * * 
Continued on next page.,_ 
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DOUGLAS RUSSELL WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala, -- Douglas Russell 
~ham, 58, died 2 Aug., 
hd2. 

He was the son of Wesley 
Alver Woodham and Ona Pearl 
Skinner. He was a veteran of 
World War II, 

Surviving are his mother, 
Mrs. Ona Woodham, Ozark; sis
ters, Mrs. Clyde Maund, Oz
ark, Mrs. Doris Akers, Ann
iston and Mt-s. Mavis Wright, 
Midland City; brothers, Tho
mas E. Woodham, Ozark, J, C, 
Woodham, Enterprise and H. 
Luther Woodham, Panama City, 
Fla, 

Burial was at Chalkhead 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 

* * * 

Mrs, FANNIE \,OODHAM KENDRICK 

TIFTON, Ga. -- Mrs, Frances 
Belle ("Fannie") Woodham 
Kendrick died about Dec., 
~2 at a nursing home here, 
~- age 91, 

Fannie was born 12 Dec., 
1891 in Marshall Co., Ala., 
and was the last surviving 
child of Edward D, Woodham 
and Susan A, Owens. She was 
the widow of Thomas F. Kend
rick. They moved to Tift Co. 
in 1923. They had seven ch
ildren, five survive. 

Survivors include daught
ers Mrs. Ralph Sumner, Enig
ma, and N1rs. T. E. Watson, 
Tifton; sons, T. Laverne Ken
drick and Sebrun O. Kendrick, 
both of Tifton; 20 grandchil
dren; 25 great grandchildren; 
and four great, great grand
children. 

Burial was at Oakridge 
Cemetery here, 

* * * 
Mrs. VENNIE WOODHAM CRAWFORD 

~CME, Ala. -- Mrs. Vennie 
Mae Woodham Crawford, 66, 
died in Dothan 20 Nov., 1981. 

She was born l Aug., 1915 
in Dale Co,, daughter of 

James Edward Woodham and 
Aurelia Scott. 

Surviving are her husb
and, Theron Welton Crawford; 
daughters, Mrs. Emmie Coe, 
Slocomb, Mrs. Peggy Brace
well, Headland and Mrs. Mae
lynn Hatfield, Hartford; 
brothers Clinton Woodham, 
Dothan and Edwin Woodham, 
Headland; 9 grandchildren; 
7 great grandchildren. 

Burial was at Union Bapt
ist Church Cemetery. 

~- * ·>e-

WILLIAM ANDER WOODHAM 

DOTHAN, Ala. -- Viilliam 
Andrew (liilliam "Ancler") 
Woocham, 72, died here 14 
Aug., 1982, 

Ee was born 3 Feb., 1910 
in Houston Co., son of James 
Edward Woodham and Pe net te1 
Jane Bolton. He was a ret
ired employee of the Fasco 
County, Fla. Fair Assoc. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs, Lula Mae Sanders Wood
ham; daughter, Peggy Ann 
Woodham, r:othan; son, i',ill
iam Arthur lloodham, r:othan; 
two grandchilcren. 

Eurial was at Memphis 
Baptist ChuYch Cemetery. 

* * * 

HERBERT PATTERSON 

tOTEAN, Al a. -- Herbert 
Patterson, 61, died here 20 
Nov., 1981. 

He:,:bert was the husbcnd 
of Vernell Woodham. He was 
born 15 Oct., 1922 in Dale 
Co.; he was a \Wi II veteran 
and a retired U.S. Mail car
rier after 23 years service. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Vernell Woodham Patter
son; daughter, ~:rs. Brenda 
Sue Weeks, tothan; a sister 
and a brother. 

Eurial was at i,:emory Hill 
Cemetery here. 

* * * 
Mrs. HOMER R. WOODHJIM Sr. 

OZARK, Ala. -- Mrs. Mallie 
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Jewell Skipper Vioodham, 85, 
died here 20 Jan., 1982. 

She was the wife of Homer 
Robert V,oodham Sr. She was 
born 16 Nov., 1898, daughter 
of Bud Skipper and Nannie Bl
ackmon. 

Surviving are her husband, 
Homer R. Woodham Sr., Ozark; 
daughters Mrs. Maxaline Good
son and Mrs. Louise DiGraziano 
both of Ozark and Mrs, Imogene 
Bartlett, Montgomery; a son, 
Homer Woodham Jr., ~adcliff, 
Ky.; seven sisters, four bro
thers; five grandchildren; 2 
great grandchildren. 

Burial was in ilestview Cemt
ery here. 

* * * 
BASCOM HENRY CU.PK 

DOTHJI.N, Ala. -- Bascom Henry 
Clark died he:,:e 25 Oct., 1981 
at age 73. 

He was the husi:;and of Edna 
Mae Vioodham, A native of Hen
ry Co., he moved to Dothan in 
1928 and retired fro~ Sears in 
1962 after 17 years there, 
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 
Edna Woodham Clark, Go than; 
daughters, M!'s. Jur:e C. Hale, 
Naperville, Ill and Dr. Sandra 
deCvies, Ncobile; 2 grandchild-
ren. 

Burial was in Gardens of 
l,iemory here. 

* * " 
NEWSPAPER GBITUARI2S O!J CUR 
FAMILY SHOULD EE PP.ESERVED 

If you know of a Woodham or 
descendant of the family who 
died in the last year anc their 
obit was not in this issue, it 
is because YOU faileci to let us 
know. PLEASE help us preserve 
newspaper obituaries on the fa
mily by clipping them, along 
with the name and date of the 
newspaper, and send to us. Th
ese are preserved ir: our Wood
ham National Library along with 
other important reco:::ds. Tell 
us about thei::: work, church, 
clubs, military, etc. to inclu
de in the obituary, 



Weddings 
WOODHAM - BURNETT 

DOTHAN, Ala. -- James liorman Woodham and Cyn
thia Yvonne Burnett v,ere married here 30 July, 
1982. 

James is the son of James Edward and "'rar,
ces Skinner Woodham of Dothan. Cynthis is 
the daughter of Mr. & 1/,rs. P.obert Earl Burn
ett, I;o-than. 

WOODHAM - BO?.LAND 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. -- Starla Marie iioodham 
and t. al lace Comer :SorlanC III were ;narried at 
Sylvan Grove 21 Aus., 1981, 

Starla is the daughter of ?illy o. and Rose 
Marie Paramore WooC:ha,r, of illidland City. \':all
ace is the son of Mr. & Mrs. liallace c. Bor
land II of Pinckard, 

liOODHAM - CCCHRAN 

DOTHAN, Ala, -- Melvin Woocham Jr, and Rhonda 
Kay Cochran were married in Cottonwood, Ala. 
12 Dec., 1981, 

Melvin is the son of i.'ielvin anci V,anda Jar.es 
Woodham Sr. of Dothan. ll."10nda is the daughter 
of Mrs. Margie Cochran of Cottonwood and Billy 
E. Coc!-iran, Lathan. 

1/iOODHAM - PERKINS 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala, -- Celia Kim (Kim) Woodham 
and kiike Perkins of Montgomery were r..arried 
19 Mar., 1983. 

Kim is the daughter of t;lr; & i\rs. Kenneth 
Michael Woodham Sr. of j\iicilancl City, ll\ike is 
the son of Mr, & Mrs. Don Perkins, Tamps. 

\rJOODHAM - HA.'lVISON 

EIGHT MILE, Ala. -- Gary Benjamin r,ooC:ham and 
Cindy Irene Harvison were married here 17 Apr., 
1982. 

Gary is the son of i,\r. and Mrs. L. K, Wood
ham of Florala. Cindy is the daughter of Mr. 
& Mrs. Alton Harvison of Eight Mile. 

v:oornw.1 - FISHER 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. -- Lettie Sue i;ioodham and 
David Fisher v1ere married in the Echo commun
ity 20 Feb., 1982, 

Sue is the daughter of 
ward Woodham and Mrs. 

the late Herbert Ed

Dorothy Monk. 
the son of Mr. & Mrs. Donald Fisher, 

David is 

Ozcrk. 

WOODHAM SPAGNOLI\ 

COLUl,:J3IA, S.C. -- Andrew Dowling Hooc!ham Jr, 
of Bishopville, s.:::. and Diane Marie Spagnq_ , 
of Columbia were married here 19 June, 1982Y 

Andrew is the son of A, Dowling and Mary 
Ida Warner Woocham Sr, of Bishopville. Diane, 
formerly of Miami, is the daughter of /;ir, c. 
Mrs. Rebert Carl Spagnola of Columbia. 

WOODHAM SNON 

DOTHAN, Ala. -- Valer:.a Woodham and Mark 
::Wayne Snow were married at Bay Springs 26 
Feb,, 1982, 

Valeria is the caughter of \'iilliam Frank
lin and Virginia Gdledge WooC:ham of Dothan. 
;,',ark is the son of r1;r. and Mrs. J~ L. Snow 
of Newton. 

ViOODHAM - SKINNER 

J:OTHAJ;, Ala. -- Brian Eugene V,ooc'ham and 
Marquitta Skinner were married here l Apr., 
1982. 

Brian is the son of Archie Deland and 
Mary Louise Waller v:oodham of Dothan. !,iarq
ui tta is the daughter of ~lr, & J.\:cs, Cli:'ford 
H. Hodge of Eufaula. 

V 
IIOODHAM BENTON 

DOTHAN, Ala, -- Raye Ann 1',oociham and Stanley 
:»1ayne Benton were i'.larried here 10 July, 1982. 

Raye Ann is the daughter of Viyndell Ray 
Woodham and the late Mrs. Joan Shelly Woodham 
of Dothan. Stanley is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Ira Comer Benton of Columbia, Ala. 

Married 50 Years 
BISHOPVILLE, S. C. -- Harvey wBose Woodham 
and Joyce Gatlin Woodham celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 18 July, 1982, They 
were married 23 July, 1932 in Lydia, s. C. 

Harvey and Jc,yce have two daughters, Lillia 
Harvey Woodh ar.-i (Mrs . H. J. Moore ) and Peggy 
Joyce Hoodham (Mrs. J. L. Fields). 

P.O'li DID T:-JEY KEEP THEM STRAIGHT ? 

Louella Cornelia ("Ella") Woodham was the 
daughter of John Edward Woodham, Ella, bornY, 
also married John Ecward Woodham. Confusing? 
She ma:cried her 2nd cousin, son of John 
Wesley Woodham, Fortunately, Ella's husband 
called himself Edward. They had at least 
nine children but no surviving sons. 



DON'T USE CHURCH, cont. 

We cite the Book of Job, from 
the Bible, chapter 8: 8, 9; 
"For enquire I pray thee, of 
I".. former age, and prepare 
, .. yself to the search of the 
fa:bhers. 

For we are but of yester
•day, and know nothing, because 
. our days upon earth are a sh

adow." (King James version) 
There are many ether refe

rences in the Bible command
ing strong links with your 
past and present family ties. 

Come renew the ties to 
your family and make the bond 
a strong one. 

Make the little effort it 
takes and BE IN MARIANNA, 
FLORIDA ON MEMORIAL DAY WEEK
END!! 

HELP SPREAD THE WORD 
ABOUT THE NATIONAL REUNION 

We have the na~~s and addres
ses of more than 3,000 Wood
,...,s and our descendants, In 
, .. e past, we have tried to 
send as many as possible a 
copy of THE WOOtHAM JOURNAL 
in orcer to get word to them 
about our annual National Re
union. We can no longer aff
ord to do this. This would 
take over $600,00 just for 
postage alone! This also 
means YOU will have to help! 
Take the time to write or 
call all the relatives you 
know of (and remember--you 
don't have to "know" them if 
they are a Woodham! ) . Ask 
them to do the same, If you 
can, make a xerox copy of 
this newsletter and send al
ong, A national reunion is 
the one time of the year that 
we c-;;;;-and should all be to
gether. A lot of our loved 
ones have died since cur 
first national reunicn--it 
~ also the last time many 

us saw our parents, bro
thers and sisters alive and 
all together. This should be 
a time to remember, for both 
you and your children. 

* * * 

BILLY ECSEL WOODHAM 
ELECTED COUNTY COi/MISSIONER 

OZARK, Ala. -- Billy Edsel 
Vloodham, a newcomer to polit
ics, has been elected Comm
issioner to represent the 3rd 
District on the Dale County, 
Ala. County Commission, This 
is the local governing body 
in Alabama. 

Edsel beat out two other 
candidates last summer to 
gain a berth in a run-off 
election against a strong in
cumbent. In the run-off last 
Septe~~er, Edsel's bid to un
seat his opponent proved suc
cessful by a vote of 1,899 
for Edsel to 1,642 for his 
opposition. 

It was a lcng and hard st
ruggle for Edsel, hampered 
by a tragic accident in which 
his daughter Amy, 15, suffer
ed a broken pelvis and was 
hospitalized for several 
weeks. Edsel and other fam
ily members took turns stay
ing with her night and day. 

Edsel is the son of Her
mon Woodham and Blunia 
Grantham. A native of Dale 
County, he is married to 
Myra Earlene (Earlene) Murray 
and they have two daughters, 
Wendy Renee and Amy DeLane, 

Our heartiest congratulat
ions and best wishes for a 
successful tenure in office. 
Those of you living in Dale 
County should give our kins
man all your support. 

* * * 
TAKE OFF GEORGE WINDHAM 

Through our continuing family 
research, we have discovered 
new evidence on George Wind
ham Woodham Sr. of Charleston 
S.C. Please remove George 
from your family sheets as a 
son of Edward Woodham Junior. 
We ~earned George is not a 
part of our "branch" but one 
of the "latecomers" to Amer
ica. We discovered an obit
uary on George. We hope our 
research will help solve more 
questions on our past. 

* * * 
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NOTES .... 

SO\IE WOODHAM FACTS ... 

There are two Robert Michael 
Woodhams. The fat hers of both 
are named Robert Woodham also! 
There have been four different 
Robert Earl l\oodhams. I was 
born in Seminole Co,, Ga. An
other one, from Florida, was 
married in Seminole County. 

TI'/0 PP.ESBYIE5.IAN MINISTERS 

The vast majority of Woodhams 
are Baptist or Methodist so it 
is unusual to find one who is 
a Presbyterian minister but 
we have two: Robert Michael 
Woodham and Michael C. V,oodham. 
Another Robert Vioodham is a 
minister in the Assembly of 
God Church. 
Our "Woodham Family Index" has 
83 known Robert Woodhams. 

PEARL WHO ? 

Pearl Woodham, Covington Co,, 
Ala,, married B. E. Creel and 
became Pearl Vlooc:ham Creel. 
Pearl Creel cf Barbour Co., 
Ala. married Eugene D. Woodham 
and became Pearl Creel Vloodham. 
Pearl Indiana Creel of Barbour 
Co. married V/illiam Fletcher 
\foodham--you know the rest! 
Pearl Creel and B. E, Creel 
are sister and brother and 
Pearl Woodham and "Gene" Weed
ham are first cousins, once 
remo•,ed. Confused? It took 
me years to figure it out. 

HE'S DEAD I'M NOT ! 

I once called Jack Woodham in 
Opelika, Ala. ~ihen he saic' he 
was born 1929 in Covington Co, 
Ala., I thought I was talking 
to a ghost! It turned out 
there were two Jack Woodhams 
born in 192;;;-both in Coving
Co •. I v1as once told "The 
woods in South Alabama are so 
full of Woochams, you' 11 never 
straighten 'em out." It has 
not been easy! 

* * * * * 



\',E MAY NOT BE PRETTY-
BUT VIE I RE l,OOD!-'.A/11 ! ! 

You can easily see that this 
issue of your WOODHAM JOURNAL 
is not as "pretty" as some in 
the past. Until we can afford 
to buy a used IBM typewriter 
to type the newsletters on, 
we will have to settle for 
this. For a year, we rented 
a typewriter. A recent model 
now rents for $75.00 a month, 
','.e just don't have that kind 
of money anymore. Nor can v,e 
afford to have the type set 
by a typesetting company. It 
costs from $35,00 up a page, 
not including the cost of 
printing the newsletter. 

In the future, we w~ll get 
the newsletter produced any 
way we can. This one is being 
xeroxed. Someday we hope to 
be able to buy a xerox mach
ine ( about $3 ,ooo now). Our 
main goal no\",' rr:ust be to get 
a typewriter, followec' ty a 
copying machine. Vii th these 
two, we can write ~nd print 
all our own newsletters and 
small books in the future. 

We are al so going to have 
to cut down on the number of 
copies we mail out, You can 
help by making copies of this 
issue and ~ailing it to rel
atives, so they can h,•ar ab
out the National Reunion. 
lfo just don't have the money 
for postage to send it to 
everyone, 

Official Publication of the V 
Woodham Family Club of America 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor 

Published at Atlanta, Ga. Subscription included with 
membership in the Woodham Family Club of America. Mem
bership dues: $10 a year. Subscription for non-members 
$10 a year. The Woodham Family Club, Box 7597, Atlanta, 
Ga. 30357. 

Reunion Continued from page 1 ••• 
Take the cavern tour--you'll enjoy it. The large park also in
cludes a beautiful spring with crystal clear water and a beach. 
A lifeguard is on duty so bring your bathing suit. Nature tr
ails wander through the semi-tropical setting. An 19 hole golf 
cours and othe:r attractions make the park a fun place. The 
park has good camp sites. Make reservations: Florida Caverns 
State ?ark, 2701 Caverns Road, it.arianna, Fla. 32445. 

Mc.rianna is located on Interstate Hv.y. 10, a main route and 
because of this, motels and campgrounc's fill up most weekends, 
especially holiday weekends. Last year, several families <'\._ ; 
long distances only to discover they could not get a motel r'!l'os 
or campground, So MAKE RESERVATIONS as soon as you can. The 
Marianna Holiday Inn (904/526-3251) will oe headquarters. Othe:r 
nearby motels include the Quality Inn ( 904/526-4311); \ties tern 
~,otel ( 904/526-3710); Robin Hood Inn ( we think they have ki tch
ennettes) ( 904/482-8076); Sandusky Motel ( 90'1/482-4973) _ 

Two private campgrounds are available: Arrowhead Campgrounds 
located on a crystal clear lake (904/482-5583); and KOA Camp
grounds (904/482-3881), Follow the signs to the left Sunday 
for the picnic area. 

IDlyt •noblyam Journal 
Box 7597 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 
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OLDEST 
RECORD 

WOOOHAM MILITARY 
IN AMERICA FCUND 

The oldost military rocord 
.,v .. r found on any of our 
Woodham ancostors was roc
.,ntly locatod by Rob,.rt 
Earl. To., documont is a 
mustor roll of-Colonial Mi
litia from Edgocomb0 County, 
N. c. It is not dat.,d but 
is for about tho yoar 1755 
or oarlior. Ono of tho mon 
listod is Fdward Woodham. 
This is Edward Senior, anc-
.. stor of about 99 p.,r cont 
of tho Woodhams from tho 
South. Until now, I had no 
idoa Fdward Sr. had livod 
Wdg.,combo Co.• NC w .. 
( l givo you moro informa
tion about this in a lator 
issu ... Prior to tho 1760's, 
tho numb~r of rocords on our 
Woodham ancostors can just 
about bo countod on on .. hand, 
th.,y aro so fow. Finding a 
"n.,w" rocord dating from tho 
colonial poriod baforo Amor
ican indopondonco is a roal 
caus., for colobration! 

I cannot afford to got a 
Xorox copy of this documont 
right now, so ploaso don't 
ask for copios yot. Wo will 
got a copy as soon as w .. can. 
It is on,. of tho most import
ant rocords oVor discovorod 
on our family. 
* * * * * * 
WOODHAM NATIONAL Rl'UNION 

Wo aro still waiting on word 
from Shoraton Inn about us .. 
'li,..a mooting hall for Sunday. 
,r '\annot find a picnic ar .. a 
and will havo to forogo that 
this y~ar. Inst.,ad, wo will 
moot and oat thoro on Sunday 
IF wo can got tho room as w., 
roquost .. d sovoral Wooks ago. 
* * * * * 

National Family Club 
What doos a national family club for all momb~rs of tho Woodham 
family in Amorica moan to you? A family club is tho ono and 
only thing that ovon has a chanco of bringing our family togoth
.,r. Whon you havo hundrods of rolativos scattorod from coast to 
coast, it is hard just to locato thorn all. Cortainly it isn't 
oasy to bring us all togoth~r, Whan most of tho Woodhams in 
on., county do not oV<>n know oach othor, much loss undorstand Wo 
aro all rolativns, a family club is tho only answor. Ono porson 
surnly can't do it alono. Robort l'arl sponds about 60 to 70 
hours a W<>ok on all this family "work" but that is not .,nough. 
And it is just a hobby for Robort Earl--he is a voluntoor and is 
not paid ono cont for his work • 

Robort Farl was criticiz..d a fow yoars ago for wanting to sp
ond mon.,y on "r.,soarch". It camo from folks who thought that 
moant looking for doad rolativos. Wo hav .. SoVoral thousand fam
ilios on our mailing list. Thoro ar" many othors waiting to bo 
addod to this list as soon as wo g.,t a mailing addross for thorn. 
Right now, if w., sont a lottor to ,.v,,ry Woodham and doscondant 
in tho country that Wo havo addrossos for, SoVoral hundrod would 
b . .- r,.turnod bocauso of addross changos. All thoso roturnod nows
lottors and mail moan wastod monoy on postago, printing, otc. 
Any timo Wo sond out largo numb .. rs of nowslotters, Wo can oXpoct 
10 to 20 por cont will bo roturnod. Y .. s, it takos rosoarch just 
to havo a mailing list. It must bo updat.-d ofton but it somo
thing Wo cannot afford now. Nor can Wo spnnd monny Wo don't 
havo to writo tho hundrods of rolativos whom Wo havo novor cont
actod boforo. It would tako sovoral hundrod dollars for postago, 
pnvolopos, papor, otc. just to contact tho onos Wo havon't roach
od boforo. With fowor and fowor contacts, it is only prodictablo 
that fnwor and fowor rolativos will show up oach y~ar at tho 
annual National Rounion. 

As Wo got roady to go into our sixth yoar, Wo n~.,d to Sorious
ly ask oursolvos this quostion; "What do .. s a national family 
club m .. an to you?" It is tim., to tako stock in oursolvos and in 
our family club. It is your family and YOUR family club! 

CONT/lCT MADE WITH ANOTHER "LOST TRIBE" OF WOODHAMS 

As soon as I finished th<> story on pag., 2 about a "Mystory Wood
ham", I r .. coi vod a long distanco call from Wanda Loo Woodham Wi
lliams of Arkansas--on .. of tho vory samo "lost tribo" of Wood
hams I was writing about! Sh., is a daught.,r of Oscar L. Woodham, 
son of Francis Marion Woodham. Oscar movod from Alabama to Ark
ansas with his fath~r in tho 1890's. 

This branch of tho Woodhams lost contact with most of tho 
rnst of tho family ov~r tho yoars and havo no idna thoro ar., 
hundrods of oth .. r rolativos around tho country. Nor had thoy 
hoard of tho Woodham National Rounion and nothing about thoir 
history. Anothor lost tribo roturns to our Woodham family fold! 



"MYSTERY'' WCCOHAM IDENTITY REVEALED BY 
MEMBER OF ONE "LCST TRIBE" OF WOODHAMS 

By Robert Earl Woodham 
Over tho yoars, thorp havo bnon many casos 

whore trying to idontify a particular Woodham 
has prov.,d an aggravating probmo, both for 
our anc,,stors and for living rnlativ.,s. Somo 
of thos" puzzlos can bo solvod just by call
ing or writing an unidontifi,.,d Woodham. That 
isn't as oasy as it sounds, ospocially whnn 
you considnr thoro ar0 hundrnds in our family 
who I still havo not contactod. I had to 
stop making long distanc,, calls yoars ago bo
causo of tho nxponso. For othors, Wo simply 
cannot got a comploto mailing addross. For 
tho rnst, it would tak., SnVnral hundrod dol
lars for postage, onvolopos, otc. to roach 
thorn by mail. 

Occasionally I do havo a major streak of 
luck. Many branchos of our family havo sp
road all OVor tho country. Ovor thn yoars, 
thoy lost contact with othnr Woodham rolat
ivos and today know nothing about thoir hist
ory or othnr living Woodhams, Many aro in 
isolatod rural parts of Alabama, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, TonnoSSno, Toxas and othor arnas. 

Back in tho ml.d-1970' s, I callod a family 
of Woodhams in rural Arkansas who ar., part 
of on., of our "lost trib.,s". Unfortunatoly, 
I forgot to got mailing addrossos, so I co
uld nov,r got back in touch. Ono of tho 
storios th,,y told mn was that a Woodham who 
was not a mombor of thoir immodiato family 
had loft Cloburno County, Ark, many yoars 
ago and gono to t~o d.,lta cotton country of 
Missouri. To.,y could not rnmorrbor a namo. 

In 1981, William 'F'.Ugono ("Gono") Woodham 
of Parma, Missouri attondod tho Woodham Nat
ional Rounion and I again talkod to him ab
out this puzzlo. I had told him of this 
oarlior by phono and lnttnr but ho said hn 
had novor known anothor family of Woodhams 
in Missouri~ 

Aftor Gone's dnath last ynar, I corrosp
ondod with his son Mil ton eug0 no Woodham of 
Colorado Springs and told him tho story. 

A fow months ago, I finally madn contact 
by lott"r with anothor m.,rrbor of tho "lost 
tribe" from Cloburno Co,, 'F'.bon Winford Wood
ham, Eben and his wifo Holon havo boon vory 
h~lpful in providing information on this 
branch, In ono of thoir lottors, an aftor
thought was addod at tho bottom of a pago: 
tho William eugone Woodham, whoso obituary 
had boon in "THE WOODHAM JOURNAL" had once 
livod with eb.,n's fathnr wh .. n Gono was a 
toonagor but loft and wont to tho cotton 
rogion of Missouri. 

Aftor all thoso ynars puzzling over tho 
"othor" Woodham in Missouri, it turnod out 
to bo G.,nel Neithor Gono nor I pVor thought 
thoy wor" talking about him. 

Anothor family "myst .. ry" sol vod ! 

Married 50 Years 
ASHFORD, Ala.--Grac .. Woodham and her husband 
Floyd Knight Colobratod thoir 50th wodding ann
ivorsary horo with a big rncoption at thoir homo 
on 12 F,,b., sponsorod by thoir daughtor, Marv·. 
Elizaboth, 

,, 

About 200 rolativos and frionds attondod tho 
colobration and paid thoir rospocts to tho 
couplo, 

Mattio Graco Woodham and William Floyd Kni,:ht 
woro marriod 10 Fob,, 1934 in Ozark, Ala. Our 
warmost congragulations to you both! 
* * * * * * * * 

YIEDDJNGS 
VIOCDHAM ALLISON 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala:-Barry Dean Woodham of Birming
ham and Laura Donisn Allison of Montgomnry woro 
marriod 25 Fob,, in Montgomory, 

Barry is tho son of Mr. & Mrs, Colon Doan 
Woodham, Birmingham. Ho is tho grandson of Rov. 
and Mrs. Losli.. Dowling Woodham Sr., Clayton and 
Mrs, Howard Horno, Louisvillo. Ho attondod tho 
Univorsity of Alabama. 

Laura is tho daughtor of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Russoll Alison, Montgomory. Sho is tho grand
daughtor of Mr, & Mrs. Quinn Borland, Hartford 
and Mrs. Robort McLanoy, t/,ontgomory. Sho is a 
graduato of tho University of Alabama, 
* * * * * * * * 

COPieR DONATED BY ALBERT EARL WOODHU 

At the last Woodham National Rounion in Marian
na, cousin Albort Earl Woodham of Cottonwood, 
Ala. donatod his copying mac. ino to us, Ho had 
bought a now ono and docidod that rath,,r than 
trado in his old modol or soll it, h,, would do
nato it to us. 

It is tho samo modol as ono donatod to us in 
1978 by othor family rolativ,-s. Unfortunatoly, 
thoso aro oloctrostatic copiors, roquiring pio
c,-s of nogativo and positivo papor to mako ono 
copy. It is good for "homo us .. " but not the 
kind that Wo can USo to copy nowslottors or co
urthouso documonts on, It somotimos takos five 
or six trios to got a good copy, Tho papor tu
rns yollow aftor about throo years, 

Wo groatl y approciato Alb-rt I s thoughtfullnos 
and gonorosi ty. Vlo wish moro Woodhams would 
think of thnir family this way. 
* * * * * * *~ 
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VARIETY CF 
TOOLS FOR 

RECORDS 
KN<l'/ING 

BECCME IMKlRTANT 
OJR WOODHAM F MIIL Y 

A carpent"r cannot build a hous., without tools nor can a musician c~ .. atp 
music without th,, "tools" of his trad.,, To know and undnrstand a family, 
Wo must also havp tools, A largp varioty of public docum,,nts and porsonal 
rpcords ar" th" tools of trado for a family historian, 

Whon porsonal mombory of a gonoration dios out, tho only way to loarn d .. tails 
about th,,m is from public documonts and writton porsonal rocords, Without 
som., kind of rocord, thor,- is no way of pVon knowing whothor thoy aro whit., 
or nogro, much loss whP.thor thoy ar,- part of our family, 

To know an ontirp family such as tho Woodhams, Wo must colloct many diffor
ont typos of rocords, Unloss somoono tolls you, tho only way to discov~r who 
a Woodham marriod is to find a marriago licons,,, Vory ofton howovor, marriag" 
lic 0 nsos simply do not .,xist: many courthous.,s hav., boon burnnd and public 
rocords lost for othor r.,asons, In South Carolina, wo fac., thn problom that 
marriag., liconsos w.,r., not roquirpd until tho turn of this contury, In South 
Alabama, whorP tho largpSt numbor of our family havo boon concontratod now for 
150 yoars, throo of th., countios havo lost all th~ir oarly rocords in firos, 

Whon a marriag,, lic.,nso do,-s not oxist, somotimo wo can loarn who tho spous., 
and childron worp from a public documont such as a dood or will, Wh,,n a por
son diod, tho rpcords of his ostat., ofton list tho surviving family, Surpris
ingly, dopdS havp bnpn Ono of our host sourc,,s of information on tho family. 
Boforo thoy dio, many pooplo divid., thoir proporty among thoir hoirs and gon
prations lator, this d.,.,d bocom.,s tho only r,,cord of all tho mombcrs of thoir 
immodiato family, In many casos, childron aro givon land or othnr proporty 
through doods and Wpro not m.,ntionod in thoir paront's lator wills bocauso 
thpy had alroady rocoivod thoir portion of tho ostat.,, 

Military rocords hav,. provod a vory valuablo sourc., of information, For tho 
1700's and lSOO's, land r.,cords (doods, wills, .,tc,) and military rocords aro 
th., only public rocords which still oxist today for most of our ancostors. 
Tho rocont discovory of a military rocord is th" first and only cluo so far 
that our ancostor livod in Edgocomb., County, N.C. for a briof timo, Ponsion 
r,.cords of votorans ofton namo mombors of thoir familios. Must~r rolls of 
army and militia units somotimo givo ago, whoro born, occupation, physical 
d.,scription and othor information, 

Sinco 1900, wo aro blossod with a much biggor varioty of rocords, Birth and 
d.,ath rocords bogan about tho timo of World Viar I in most stat-,s, Thoso toll 
us th,, namo of paronts, whon and whoro born and whon and whoro diod, If yofur 
groat grandparonts diod about 1914 and DO ono alivo today knows whoro thoy aro 
buriod, got a doath Cortificato: it namos th,, Comotory and location, Mor,, 
pooplo acquirpd Bibl,.s aftor 1900 and rocordod family information in thorn, 
Nowspapors chang.,d tromondously aftor WI/ I and startod printing obi tuarios on 
most poopl" who diod in thoir community, Thoso may toll you who thoir par~nts 
w,,ro, whon th.,y woro born and whoro and thoir spouso and childron and othor 
rolativos, Papors also startod printing w.,dding noticos and births, othnr 
good sourcos of information. 

Various clubs (Masons, otc,) and churchos also can havo rocords 
Anothor sourcp of "printod" info is your rolativos' tombston.,s, 
only placp you will find thoir birth and doath datos, 

that holp us, 
It can bo tho 

All thoso rocords ar,. m.,r0 ly pioc0 s of a biggor puzzl.,, Alano, thoy moan lit
tl.,, Togothor, th0 y form an ovorall picturo showing a singlo family--spanning 
moro than 325 yoars of Amorican his or 
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·.·.Obituarte 
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Mrs. HERBERT WOCDIW>\ 

IRON CITY, Ga;-- Mrs. Joh
nnle Ruth Barbr.,y Woodham 
di.,d in a Tallahassoo, Fla. 
hospital 16 Sopt., at agp 
71 • Shp was thn wif" of 
H.,rb.,rt Woodham. 

Sh., was born 9 May, 1912, 
in Houston Co., Ala., daugh
tor of Claronc., Barbr.,y and 
Birdi., Smith. Sh., livod in 
Sominolo County, Ga. for th., 
past 54 y.,ars. Sho and H .. r
b.,rt w,,r., marri .. d 2 May, 
1931 in Donalsonvi11.,. 

Burial was at Corinth Bap
tist Com.,tory hor.,. 

Survivors includ., hnr hus
band; two daughtnrs, Botty 
Ann Woodham Crowdor, Jack
sonvill.,, Fla. and Mrs. Max
in, Woodham Hill, Thomasvil-
1.,, Ga.; sist.,r, Mrs. v .. rna 
Spoon .. r, Jacksonvill.,; fivo 
grandchildr.,n; 3 gr.,at gran
dchildr.,n. Sh., was tho aunt 
of Woodham Historian Rob .. rt 
Earl Woodham. 
* * * 

HCl'IAAD EARL wroDHAM 

HAARISBURG, Ark.--Howard 
Earl Woodham died 17 S.,pt. 
at ag., 69. 

Howard was born 9 May, 1914 
in Cross County, Ark., son 
of William Sh.,rman Woodham 
and Ada Mae Hondorson. Hp 
was a r.,tir .. d farm.,r and m.,
mbor of th., Church of Christ, 

Burial was at M.,morial 
Park in Harrisburg. 

Surviving ar .. his wif.,, 
Mrs. Josophin., Worl.,y Wood
ham; a daught .. r, Mrs. B.,lin
da J.,an Woodham Wallaco, Ha
rrisburg; a brothnr, Horshol 
William Woodham, Ch.,rry Val-
1.,y, Ark.; 4 sist .. rs, Mrs. 
Ma., Hogan and Mrs. Addi., Ez
ell, Vlynnp, Ark, Mrs. Dottio 
Cas.,y, H.,th, Ark. and Mrs. 
Loroa Nowlin, N.,w Albany, 
Miss.; four grandsons, 
* * * 
Mrs. JAMES EDWARD WOODHAM 

ECHO, Ala.-- Mrs. Laudie 

Hancock Woodham diod in Oz
ark 30 Oct., at ag., 84. Sh., 
was th., widow of Jam.,s Ed
ward Woodham. 

Ludie was born 7 Nov., 
1898, daught.,r of Josoph & 
Molli., Hancock. 

Burial was at Christian 
Hill C.,m.,tary • 

Surviving ar .. st .. psons l'd
win Woodham, Hoadland and 
Clinton Woodham, Dothan and 
stopchildr.,n by hnr first 
marriag.,; a sistor, Mrs. 
Effie Sp.,ignnr, G.,nova. 
* * * 

JESSI! EDWARD WOODHAM 

PHENIX CITY, Ala.--Jessio 
edward Woodham diod h.,r., 18 
D.,c., at ago 57. 

Jossi., was born in Dal., 
Co,, Ala. 8 July, 1926, son 
of Molton Woodham and Lina 
Bortha EUdora Tharp.,. H., 
was omployod by Fi.,ldc:rost 
Mills in Columbus and was a 
m .. mb.,r of Chalkhoad Baptist 
Church in Dalo Co, H., was 
a Mason. 
Burial was at Lakovi .. w Gar
d .. ns, Ph .. nix City. 

Suvivors includ., his wifo, 
Mrs. B.,tty Williams Woodham; 
a son, Edward Michapl Wood
ham, Columbus, Ga,; sist.,rs 
Mrs. !'v.,lyn Knight, Columbus 
and Mrs, P.,ggy Harbort, H.,
adland, Ala.; brothnrs, Loon 
Woodham, Lak.,land, Fla, and 
Jamos D. Woodham, Ph.,nix 
City; two grandchildron, 
* * * 

CAMMIE WroDHAM 

Survivins ar~ his wif.,, lt,rs. 
Martha ( "Sistor") Smith Woodham; 
daughtors,;c!Mrs. Ruth Woodham 
Sottlos, Tifton, Ga. and Mrs1 , 
Ruby Woodham Stinson, Abbovi~ 
Ala,; sons Jack Woodham Sr,, 
Columbia and Jam"s Alan Woodham, 
Montgomory; half-sister, Mrs, 
Myra Mills, Avon Park, Fla,; and 
half-broth~r, Dan Antloy, Avon 
Park; 13 grandchildron; 5 groat 
grandchildron. 
* * * 

Mrs, AIJAA WOODHAM WATKINS 

DONALSONVILLE, Ga.-- Mrs, Alma 
Skinner Watkins diod horo 18 
Doc. at ago 79, 

Alma was tho widow of Borloy 
L.,o Woodham and H, W, Watkins, 
Sho was born 12 Fob,, 1904 in 
Dal,. Co., Ala. Sho livod in 
Dothan, Ala, for 25 yoars bofor., 
moving horo oight yoars ago. 

Burial was at Corinth Baptist 
Church Co~~tery, Dalo Co, 

Survivors includo daughters Mrs 
Flowors Smith, Donalsonvill., ,--! 
Mrs. Francns Shoa, Dotroit; V 
John T, Woodham, Phonix City, Al, 
sistors, Mrs. Cnio Woodham, Mid
land City, Ala,, Mrs. Mozoll., 
Moor.,, Dothan and Mrs. Lucille 
Stockos, Slocomb; 20 grandchild
ron; 28 groat grandchildron, 
Sho also had sons W, L,, Robort 
R. and Sam, all now doCnaSod. 
* * * 

CHARLIE LUTilER WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala,--Charlie Luthor Vlood
ham, 85, diod in !ufaula, Ala,, 
11 Nov, 

Charlie was born 17 May, 1898 
in Dalo Co., son of Gillum David 

COLUMBIA, Ala.--Cammie Woodham and Mary c. Eilry, H., 
Woodham di.,d 23 Doc., at agp was a rotirod farm..r, 
75. Burial was at Mt, Carmol Moth-

Cammi., was born in Houston odist Church Com..t"ry, 
Co., Ala, 25 Sopt., 1907, son Surviving aro his wifo, Mrs, 
of Josoph J, Woodham and Nora Julio Doll Woodham; sistors, Mrs. 
Wright, Ho liv.,d most of his Priscilla Woodham Griggs and M~<s, 
lif,. in Tumbl oton Community Mary Morott, both of Ozark; bU 
of Honry Co, H.. was a rotir- th .. rs John Richmond Woodham, Mo-
.,d farmor. ntgomory, Porry Gillum Woodham, 

Burial was at Tolbart Baptist Tuskogop and Josoph Molton Viood-
Church ~m,.t..ry, zam, Ozark, * * 
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NOTICE 

We have been having lots of 
trouble with our mail for the 
past several months. Due to 
a whole series of gross err
ors by the Post Office, most 
of our mail was returned, so
m@ "lost" and the rest was 
withh@ld for up to four mon
ths until Janu~ry. By mis
take, our old box was rented 
out to someone else, then we 
W1>re given a "new" one. For 
the next four months aft1>r 
th@Y gav@ us the new box, we 
n@ver got hardly any mail at 
all, Th@n through another 
one of their @rrors, they
"clos,.d" the "n,.w" box--be
fore we ever got a chance to 
~ it! Now, they promise 
r 1t their mess is smlved and 
we won't have any more prob-
1 .. ms and given us still anot
her "npw" box number ( P.O. 
Box 7446). Plpase take note 
and spread the word- about 
this change of address. The 
whole idea of getting a box 
in the first place was to 
have a permanent mailing add
ress, Now, through thPir bl
unders, we have had three 
addresses in the last few 
months! We have demanded an 
investigation. In the mean
time, don't forget the new 
box numb,.r: 7446, 

* * * * * * 
WH1oRE ARE YOUR KIN BURIED 

In the next few issues, we 
are going to have articles 
about cemet,.ries where Wood
NS are buried, If you know 
'1woodhams buried in unmark
ed graves, PLEASE let us know 
their-names, dates of birth -
and-death and the name of the 
cemetory and its location, 
We can then include these un
marked graves along with info 
.r;: ___ ---1. ..1 L---.!' _,. -

News of the Woodham Family of America 

Official Publication of the Woodham Family Oub 

Woodham National Reunion 
DOTP.AN, Ala.:- YI,- are now making-plans for--our 1984 Woodham 
National Reu~ion which will be held this y6ar in Dothan, Alabama. 
Dothan_ is the h"art of "Woodham Country", th,. c,.nter of the 
largPst concentration of Woodhams In the nation~ 

To .. re are more Woodhams and dpscendants- of the family in Dothan 
than any oth.,r community--anywhprp! There arp also largp numb~rs 
of our family in °ach of the surrounding counti .. s in Alabama Ge
orgia and Florida. For this reason, we pick,,d Dothan for our 
sixth annual Woodham Family National R,-uhion, Sitp of our h.,ad
quarters will be th,. Shpraton Inn Mot.,l. Mak,- your rpservations 
now and rememb .. r how folks couldn't find rooms for the past two 
y .. ars. We still have not found a sitp for the big Sunday picnic. 
If you have any id,.as for this site, plpas,. let us kne1,11. 

1983 WOODHAM NATIONAL REUNION 

MARIANNA, Fla.-- The Y/oodhams h,,ld their fifth annual Woodham 
Family National Rpunion in Marianna, Florida during th,, Mpmorial 
Day Wpekend, A large numb .. r of relatives enjoy,-d the c .. lebrat
ion. They came from Darlington, South Carolina; Atlanta; Iron 
City, Albany, Brooks, Columbus, Thomasville and othpr areas in 
Georgia; Apopka, Bolle Glade,-Chipl,-y, Lak,.land, Panama City, 
Palatka, Cypress and oth .. r ar.,as in Florida; Dothan, Andalusia, 
Clayton, Opp, Texasville, Slocomb, Ashford, Cottonwood, Midland 
City, Ozark and oth .. r ar .. as in Alabama; and oth .. r r .. gions. 

Folks gath .. red at the Marianna Holiday-Inn Friday night and 
all day Saturday for socializing and .. specially to 1,,arn more 
about th,.ir Woodham family heritage. Rob .. rt Earl brought many 
family recordsfrom the Woodham National Library that again pr
oved to be a big attraction. 

As he did the previous y .. ar, Rob .. rt Earl conduct,,d a Spssion 
to show how evpryon., pr,.sent was relat .. d to .,ach othor and to 
other Woodhams. Using a chalkboard, this was .. asy to understand. 
Highlight of the r .. union for many was the-annual all-day gath .. r
ing and picnic held Sunday at Florida Cav.,rns State Park near 
Marianna, The food was wond,-rful and no one could have gone 
home hungry. 

Sevoral cousins brought-family photos, -many dating back to -the 
1890' s. One "picture" drPW a lot or att .. ntion: Winnie Hundley -
Wertz of Cottonwood, Ala. brought on., of the framed picturps she 
made with floral ribbons from hPr moth .. r's run .. ral. Shp took 
ribbons from .. ach wreath and made a "picture" for all the child
ren of the late Tessie Woodham Hundley. 

Late Saturday pvening, PPrcy Hamilton of Palatka, Fla. arrived 
aftpr spending thp-day at the Florida Folk F,-stival wh,-rp he pl
ayed with a bagpipe band. He was still in his Scottish uniform 
and we wprp tr.,ated to a p~rformancp-on his bagpipps. He was 
born in Covington Co., Ala. and is retir,-d from the "Florida Ti~ 
mes Union" of Jacksonville and now· is a reportpr in Palatka, 

411 h!:11~ !:I ....,,..,.,,,4 +-;m.... =an.4 m!llnu w,.,...,.. +-J,,,,..,....., fn.,.. +h.-.i,-. fi-r~+- vi~it • 



OBITUARIES ... 

(1:DITOR'S NOTE1 Due to a lack 
of funds, we are not able to 
have enough pages to carry all 
the deaths since our last iss
ue. We will try to carry the 
rest in the next newsletter.) 

MR. & MRS. ALVA L. WOODHAM SR. 

BISHOPVILLE, S. G.-- Alva ~
slie Woodham Sr. died here 12 
Apr., 1983 at age 92. 

Alva was born in Loe Co., 8 
July, 1890, son of Willis Jo
sey WoGdham and Jane Dalrym
ple. ~ was a retired farmer 
and cotton buyQr. ~ was a 
vet•ran of W'II I and served as 
a past command•r of American 
Legion Post 92 here and was 
honored with a life memb•r
ship. He was a 32nd degree 
Mason, a Shriner and member of 
the Lion's Club. 

Alva's wife, Vera, died here 
28 Aug. Mattie v.ra Chappell 
was born 26 Oct., 1895 in Ri
chhnd Go., SC. 

Both w•re buried at Bethle
hem Cemetery here. 

They are survived by a dau
ghter, Mrs. Margery Jeffords; 
and two sons, Willis Josey 
Woodham, Bishopville; and 
Alva L. Woodham Jr., Columbia. 
* * * 

BOB WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.-- Bob Woodham, 
82, died here 23 May, 1983. 

Bob was born l Apr., 1901 at 
Capps, H•nry Go., Ala., son of 
Joseph J. Woodham and Nora 
Wright. He lived most of his 
life in Webb before moving to 
Ozark in 1973. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Mrs. Rosa Woodham, Ozark; dau
ght•rs Mrs. Myra Nell Roberts, 
Midland City and Mrs. Martha 
Robinson, Dothan; sons Robert 
Woodham, Ozark; Travis and 
Harold Woodham, Dothan; step
sister, Mrs. Myra Mills, Avon 
Park, Fla.; step-broth•r, Dan 
Antley, Avon Park; 12 grand
children; 23 great grandchil
dren. 
* * * 

FANNIE WOODHAM REAGAfJ 

COLEMAN, Ga.-- Fannie Lee 
Woodham Reagan died in Colum
bus, Ga. 13 Apr., 1983, at 
age 83. 

Fannie was born 1 S~pt., 
1899 in Stewart Co., Ga., da
ughter of Samuel Fletche~ 
Woodham and Alice V. Flinn. 
She was the widow of George 
D. Reagan. • 

Survivors include daughtors 
Mrs. Frances Sandars, Arling
ton, Ga., Mrs. Hazel Winfrey, 
Houston, Tex. and Mrs. Hilda 
Fowler, Columbus; sons, Jamas 
w. R.agan, L•xington, NC and 
Kenneth Reagan, Prattvill•, 
Ala.; 19 grandchildren; 25 
gr.at gr•ndchildren; and 22 
gr•at great grandchildr•n• 

Burial was at Mt. Hebron 
Baptist Church Gemet•ry in 
Stewart County. 
* * * 

GONORA VIOODHAM BROPHY 

'l'EQU~STA, Fla.--G.raldin!' 
Gonora Woodham Brophy died 
19 May, 1983. 

Conora was born 20 Nov., 
1935 in Dale Co., Ala,, dau
ghter of Pilly o. Woodham and 
Mattie Wanona Woodham. Sh• 
was the wife of Gilbert T. 
Brophy. She was an English 
teacher at Jupiter High Sch
ool. She was a graduate of 
Barry College, Miama and h•ld 
graduate degr••S from P.abody 
Golleg,., Nashville, Tn. and 
Nova Univ., Ft. Laud•rdale. 

Survivors include her husb
and; daught•r 1:rin Woodham 
Brophy, both of Tequ.sta; 
sist@rs Mrs. Ruth M,,ars, Ri
vie!'a B.aach, Fla., Mrs. Ja
ckie B.anr:~tt, Miami, t/irs. 
Paul in~ Marsh•ll and l\~irs. 
Mildred D~GIS!-', Midland City, 
M:rs. Corri~ Paramor•, Maria
nna, Fla., f!Lrs. Run.-11 Clark, 
Dothan, and Mrs. Shiiron Snow
den, Savannah, Ga.; broth•rs 
Pilly Oakland Woorlham and 
Mich.a~l Ylcodham, Midland 
City. 

Burial w;is at Sylvan Gro
ve Methodist Church Gemet. 
* * * 
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Mrs. THCMAS EWELL WOODHAM 

BONIFAY, Fla.-- Mrs. Iris 
Pauline Faircloth Woodham 
di .. d 13 Aug., at h•r horn ... 

Pauline was born in Holmesv 
Co., Fla. 5 May, 1903, dau
ght•r of Richard All•n Fair
cloth and Arki,.-Avi@ Murphy. 
Sh• was th@ wife of Thom.s· 
!'Well ("Tom") Woodham. She 
.nd Tom had just lost a son, 
Dorsey Port•r Woodham, who 
drowned in May. 

Survivors include her hus
band, Tom; daught .. rs, Mrs. 
Iris Matthews and Mrs. Jean 
'Ellenburg, Bonifay; sons Del
mer D. Woodham, Morgantown,NC, 
Willard Y. W8odham, Cypress, 
Cecil P., Richard A. and Dean 
Woodham, all of Bonifay; bro
thers William Faircloth, Bon
ifay and Lewis Faircloth, Mi
ami; sist•r, Mrs. L•ssie Kel
ly, Blountstown; 20 grandchil
dren; 15 gr.-at grandchildren. 

Burial was at Union Hill 
G•met•ry, Holmes County. 
* * * 
DORSEY FORT<:R WOODHAM V 

BONIFAY, Fla.--Dorsey Port,.r 
Vloodham di!'d in May, 1983 of 
a drowning accid .. nt. 

Dors•Y was born 23 Mar., 
1934 at Bonifay, son of Thomas 
FWell Woodham and Iris Pauline 
Faircloth. 

No oth•r details availabl!' 
to us. 
* * * 
VI ILL IAM EUG!:N'E WOODHAM 

PAP.MA, Mo.--William Eugene 
Woodham died 14 Nov., 1982 at 
Gape Girardoau, Mo. 

Gene was born 23 Nov., 1911 
at Blocton, Bibb Co.,.Ala., 
son of JamAs Lafayptte Wood
ham and Lilly Leona Williams. 
He was a 32nd dogrpe Mason, 
membor of the Scottish Rite 
and a farmer. l _j 

At th@ third Woodham Natio,,,.,.. 
al Reunion, Gene was elpcted 
i membAr of the board of dir
ectors. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Mrs. (cont. on page 4) 



OBITUARIES ... 

:EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to a lack 
,f funds, we are not able to 
1• enough pages to carry all 
ti i:leaths since our last iss-
1e. We will try to carry the 
r•st in the next newsletter.) 

AR. & MRS. ALVA L. WOODHAM SR. 

3ISHOWILLE, S. C.-- Alva L•
slie Woodham Sr. died here 12 
~pr,, 1983 at age 92. 

Alva was born in L•e Co,, 8 
July, 1890, son of Willis Jo
sey Wolldham and Jane Dalrym
Jle. H,. was a retired farmer 
and cotton buy.r, He was a 
.ret-ran of WV/ I and served as 
a past command .. r of American 
Legion Post 92 here and was 
~onor,.d with a life memb•r
ship, He was a 32nd degree 
~ason, a Shriner and member of 
the Lion's Club. " 

Alva's wife, Vera, died here 
28 Aug. Mattie v .. ra Chappell 
•as born 26 Oct,, 1895 in Ri
:~nd Co., sc. 
( ith w•re buried at Bethle

~e,u Cemetery here, 
They are survived by a dau

;hter, Mrs. Margery Jeffords; 
and two sons, Willis Josey 
Woodham, Bishopville; and 
Alva L. Woodham Jr., Columbia. 
* * * 

BCE WOODHAM 

DZARK, Ala.-- Bob Woodham, 
B2, died here 23 May, 1983. 

Bob was born 1 Apr., 1901 at 
:apps, Hanry Co., Ala., son of 
Joseph J. Woodham and Nora 
Wright, He lived most of his 
life in Webb before moving to 
Ozark in 1973. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Mrs. Rosa Woodham, Ozark; dau
ghters Mrs. Myra Nell Roberts, 
Midland City and Mrs. Martha 
Robinson, Dothan; sons Robert 
Woodham, Ozark; Travis and 
!f"tld Woodham, Dothan; step
s.~~er, Mrs. Myra Mills, Avon 
Park, Fla.; step-brother, Dan 
Antley, Avon Park; 12 grand
children; 23 great grandchil
dren, 
* * * 

F ANNii:, WOODHAM REAGAfJ 

COLEMAN, Ga.-- Fannie Lee 
Woodham Reagan died in Colum
bus, Ga. 13 Apr., 1983, at 
age 83. 

Fannie was born 1 S~pt., 
1899 in Stewart Co., Ga., da
ughter of Samuel FletcheT 
Woodham and Alice V. Flinn. 
She was the widow of George 
D. Reagan. " 

Survivors include daught•rS 
Mrs. Frances Sand•rs, Arling
ton, Ga., Mrs. Hazel Winfrey, 
Houston, Tex. and Mrs. Hilda 
Fowler, Columbus; sons, JamAs 
W, R .. agan, L•xington, ?C and 
Kenneth Reagan, Prattvill•, 
Ala.; 19 grandchildren; 25 
gr~at grandchildren; and 22 
great great grandchildren. 

Burial was at Mt. Hebron 
Baptist Church Cemet•ry in 
Stewart County. 
* * * 
CONORA WOODHAM BROPHY 

T!:QUeSTA, Fla.--Geraldine 
Conora Woodham Brophy died 
19 May, 1983. 

Conora was born 20 Nov., 
1935 in Dale Co., Ala., dau
ghter of Pilly o. Woodham and 
Mattie Waaona Woodham. Sh., 
was the wife of Gilbert T. 
Brophy. She was an ~nglish 
teacher at Jupiter High Sch
ool. She was a graduate of 
Barry College, Miama and held 
graduate degr .. es from P.abody 
College, Nashville, Tn. and 
Neva Univ., Ft. Laud.rdale. 

Survivors include her husb
and; c:aught .. r ':rin \·/oodham 
Brophy, both of Tequ•sta; 
sist<!rS Mrs. Ruth M<>ars, Ri
vi~ra B0 ach, Fla,., f .• {rs. Ja
ckie E~nriett, Miami, r,'irs. 
Paulin<! Marshall and Mrs. 
Mildred Deas!', Midland City, 
Mrs. Corri~ ?aramor"!', Maria
nna, Fl~ •• fArs. Run.-.11 Clork, 
Dothan, and Mrs. Sh.aron Snow
d,.n, Savannah, Ga.; broth-rs 
Pilly Oakland Woodham and 
Mich.ael Woodham, Midland 
City. 

Burial Wis at Sylv«n Gro
ve Methodist Church Cem!!t, 
* * * 
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Mrs. THQ.\AS !=.VIELL WOODHAM 

BONIFAY, Fla.-- Mrs. Iris 
Pauline Faircloth Woodham 
died 13 Aug., at her home. 

Pauline was born in Holmes 
Co., Fla. 5 May, 1903, dau
ghter of Richard Allen Fair
cloth and Arkie -Avie Murphy. 
Sh., was the wife of Thomas 
F.we 11 ( "Tom") Woodham. She 
and Tom had just lost a son, 
Dorsey Port .. r Woodham, who 
drowned in May. 

Survivors include her hus
band, Tom; daughters, Mrs. 
Iris Matthews ,md Mrs. Jean 
Ellenburg, Bonifay; sons Del-
111er D. Woodham, Morgantown,NC, 
Willard Y. W:odham, Cypress, 
Cecil P., Richard A, and D.,an 
Vloodham, iill of Bonifay; bro
thers William Faircloth, Bon
ifay and L.,wis Faircloth, Mi
ami; sister, Mrs. L .. ssie Kel
ly, Blountstown; 20 grandchil
dren; 15 gr.at grandchildren. 

Burial was at Union Hill 
Cemet,,ry, Holmes County, 
* * * 

DORSEY R:>RT':R WOODHAM 

BONIFAY, Fla.--Dorsey Porter 
Woodham di .. d in May, 1983 of 
a drowning accid .. nt. 

Dorsey was born 23 Mar .• 
1934 at Bonifay, son of Thomas 
F.well Woodham and Iris Pauline 
Faircloth. 

No oth•r details available 
to us. 
* * 
WILLIAM EUG!:NE WOODHAM 

* 

PAP.MA, Mo,--William Eugene 
Woodham died 14 Nov., 1982 at 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

G.,ne was born 23 Nov., 1911 
at Blocton, Bibb Co.,"Ala., 
son of Jam~s Lafay~tte Wood
ham and Lilly Leona Williams. 
He was a 32nd d~gr~e Mason, 
membnr of the Scottish Rite 
and a f armer • 

At the third Woodham Nation
al Reunion, G~ne was plected 
a memb•r of the board of dir
ectors. 

survivors include his wife, 
Mrs. (cont. on page 4) 



DEATHS, cont, from pg, 3 

Bonnie Woodham; daughter, 
Mrs, Brendil Huffstutler, M;;il
den, Mo,1 sons Milton l:Ugene 
Wosdham, Colorado Springs, 
Colo, and Jerry Vance Woodham, 
St, Louis; sisters Mrs, Opal 
Wilsen and Mrs. Billie Stan
ley, Munford, T"nn .• nd Mrs. 
Mildrpd Bullock, Fort Walton 
B"ach, Fl.,; brothPr Gl!'n 
Woodh;;im, Malden; .nd six 
grandchildren, 

Burial was at Bprnie Cew~
tery, Malden. 
* * * 

NOTES 
DEBBIE WINS SCHOLARSHIP 

DOTHAN, Ala,--Debbie Woodham, 
17 year old d;;iughter of Mr, & 
Mrs, Calvin C, Woodham, won i 
two y .. ar full scholarship to 
George Wallace Corrrnunity Coll
ege at Dothan. 

She was presented the award 
by the Dothan Service League 
for her outstanding scholar
ship at Rehobeth High School, 
where she gradu.ted fourth in 
her class in 1983. Debbie 
was a member of the National 
Honor Society, president of 
the Science Club, captain of 
the Scholars Bowl and Prep 
Bowl, secretary of Student Co
uncil, member of FHA, FBLA, 
BASIC, tl-e Math Team and Eng
lish Team, At Honors Day 
Ceremonies, she received cer
tificates for achievem .. nt in 
seven ireas, Debbie also finds 
time to serve as organist and 
substitute pianist at Open Do
or Baptist Church wh"re she is 
a member and Te"n Class secre
tary-trt"asur,,r, 

She plans to work toward a 
BS degree in nursing ;;ind bp
come a registered nusre, 
Good luck, o~bbie! 
* * * 

TRACEY WINS SCHOLARSHIP TOO 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala,-- Tracey 
Diane Woodham has won a G.C. 
Wallace leadPrship scholar
ship to Troy State Univ, 

Tr.cey is daughter of Mr, & 
Mrs. Rex Woodham of Dale Cou
nty and a 1983 graduate of 
Dale County High School, where 
she was a spnior class secre
tary, membPr of the Beta Club 
and president of the Student 
Government Association. Good 
luck to you also, Tracey! 
* * * 

W!:DDINGS 

WOODHAM SK':L TON 

OZARK, Ala,-- Wendy Renep 
Yloodham and Rornlld Gordon 
Skelton Wpre married at Chal
khead Baptist Church on 30 
Dec,, 1982, 

Wpndy is the daughter of Mr, 
and Mrs, 1:dsel Woodham, She 
is a 1982 graduate of Carroll. 
High Scholl here, 

Ronald is the son of Mr, & 
Mrs, Gordon Skplton of Ozark, 
He is a graduate of Carroll
High School and attPnded th!' 
Alabama Aviation and Technical 
College, 
* * * 

WOODHAM PF.RKINS 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala,-- Celia 
Kim Woodham and Michael And
rew Perkins were married here 

Wlft •nnhlf am Jnumal 
Box 7446 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

19 Mar., 1983, 
Kim is the daughter of Mr. 

& Mrs, Kenneth Michapl Woodham 
Sr, 

Micha.,l is th1, son of Mr, & 
Mrs. Don H, Perkins of Tamu 
Fla. 

* * * 
WOODHAM WONG 

BISHIP\/ILL~, SC--Margaret Kat
herine Woodham and Steven Allor 
Wong were married 24 Sept, 

Kathy is the daughter of Mr, 
& Mrs. Willis Josey Woodham Sr, 
She is a graduate of Anderson 
Junior College and University 
of South Carolina, She is a 
writ .. r for the Sumter Daily 
Item in Sumter, SC, 

Steven is the son of Mrs. 
Mary Plattenburger of Fort Mill 
and~. W. Wong of Fort Laud~r
dalp, He is also a graduate 
of the USC School cf Journal
ism and is an editorial assist• 
ant at the univ.,rsity. Th1 
couple is residing in Columbia, 
* * * 

WOODHAM CARROJ,...,, 

COLUMBUS, Ga,-- Jackson Mill· 
ard ("Jack") Woodham Jr.and 
Lana Carroll were married in 
Sept,, 1983, 

Jack is thp son of Mr, & 
Mrs, Jack Woodham Sr. of Fort
son, Ga, 

Lana is daught .. r of Mr, & 
Mrs, Don Carroll of Columbus, 
* * * 
PLEASE!!! Send us information 
on family deaths, weddings and 
other important hipppnings, foi 
the n .. wslett .. r and to preservp, 

u 
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Woodham Family Will 
Hold National Reunion 
NOTES. ... 

B ISHOPv ILLF. , S. C • - - Mrs • Ru th 
Woodham has boon oloctod as 
troasuror of tho Loo County 
Council on Aging for tho com
ing y"ar at a mon ting in Apr
il . Tho Council has 980 mom
bors. Ruth is thn wifo of H. 
M. ( "Jack") Woodham. Sho is 
an activo supportnr of tho 

(' 
South Carolina Woodham R,-un
ion which Wo foundod in 1979 . 
* * * 
OZARK , Ala . - - Er andy ~i lboldt 
has won socond placo in a 
district-widn compotition am
ong junior high school stud
onts in Southnast Alabama for 
composition . Shn is a stud
ont at D. A. Smi th School and 
daught--r of Nor ma J,-an Vlood 
ham and hor husband V, . ! . 
Hilboldt Jr . of Ozark. 
* * * 
ARKANSAS-- \'/" notod in our 
last issuo t hat Wo had final 
ly r ocoiVnd contact from mom
bnrs of a branch of Woodhams 
in Ark ansas who havo b,-,-n out 
of touch with tho rost of t hn 
Family for Woll OVnr half a 
Contury . Thoy aro doSCnnd
ants of Francis Marion Wood
ham who sottlod in Cloburno 
County, Ark . in tho l ato 
1 890 ' s • 

Wo havo rocoiv,-d word from 
ovon moro of this branch s in
Co our last rnport . Thoy arn 
surprisod to l oarn th,..r,.. aro 
so many oth"r Woodhams around 
tho country and nagor to l o
arn mor ,- about thnm. 

"Lot us go to Dothan . 
So Josoph wont af t ,-r his brothors and fou nd 
thnm at Dothan . " G,-nosis 37 : 17 

DOTI-I.AN , Ala .--D,-scnndants of t ho Woodham family from through
out tho nation wil l c onvono hnro 26 and 27 May for th,-ir sixth 
annual V1oodham National R,-union. 

Dothan is thn h--art of "Woodham Country" . Th,., city and tho 
tri- stato arna around it i s homo for moro mnmb"rs of t hn Fam
ily t han any oth"r r ogion in tho nation . It is also "homo" for 
many rnlati vos now transplantod all ov,-r tho country. Dothan 
is tho l arg,-st city in thn r"g i on . It and adjoini~g arnas of 
Southwnst C:norgia and Panhandlo Florida contain hundrnds of 
Vloodham cinSCo ndants . This makns Ccthan an id..-al si to for our 
s ixth ~oodham Family National Rounion . 

Hnadquartors of t ~o Nat ional Rounicn for 26 May will bo tho 
Shnraton Inn Motol , 2195 Ross Clark Circlo , Southnast at tho 
intor soction of U. S. Hwy . 431 South, tolophonn (205 ) 794- 8711 . 

Activiti,-s will takn placn all day Sat urday in a m,-nting room 
at thn Sh,-raton . Rogistration will bngin at 10 AM . 

V,.. will brnak for dinn"r at 12 noon . Plnas" nat tognthor at 
tho motol rosturant. Vlo r --conv,-nn at 1 FM for a gath"ring . 
Thn aftornoon will bo dnvotod t o 1,-arning mor,- about "ach othor 
and how wn aro all r nl atod . Rob-rt r. arl wil l again domonstrato 
how oach ono pr,-snnt is rnl at nd to othnr Woodhams, a program 
that has provod vnry popul ar for thn last two ynzrs. Family 
rocords will also co on displ ay . 

Plnaso bring your fami l y photographs, ~hoto albums , Ei blos , 
old farm tools , old quilts , handmado clothns and othnr hoir
l ooms to display both Saturday and Sunday . 

A guicod tour will loavn tho Shnr aton Inn at about 5 FM 
Wo will visit at loast onn Sito in 1-0tr.an, t hn Woodham Family 
Comotory in N,-wton and possibly oth"r sitos . Dross casual 
and como along for an onjoyablo outting. 

Thn traditional family picnic and gath~ring will bo hold all 
day Sunday (27 May) at Cothan 's Landmark Park . This bnautiful 
non- profit park is l ocat,-d north of Ross Cl ark Circlo on U. S. 
Hi ghway 431. 

Registration will bogin at Landnark Park at 9 AM . Sring a 
picnic casknt and all ycur fanily. V/,.. will spr,-ad tog,-thor 
at noon; don ' t forgot ico and drinks . Admission to t h,.. park 
i s $1 for adults and 50 c,-nts for childron . 

Your National Roun:on is hnld only onco a y-ar . Is that too 
much timo to giv,- for your fami l y? Makn an offort and com,- . 



CAN YOU LEND A HELPING HAND? 

Hav@ you over stoppod to wondnr what all 
it takos to knnp your family club working? 
Or what it takns to put on your Vloodham 
National Reunion ov~ry yoar? Wp all havo 
our own worrins with bills, jobs, otc but 
takn just a momont and lond an oar, Fow 
rnlativos ovon think about tho National 
rounion until tho last minuto, Ev@n fowor 
bothor to wondnr what it takos to organizn 
it, Still loss of us roally put forth any 
offort for tho rounion othor than coming, 
Only a handful activoly holp by tolophoning 
or writing kinfolk and urging thorn to attend, 
In spito of tho fact it takos so littln just 
to call or writo a lnttor, 

Somebody must do tho work. That som~ono 
is glad to do it but ho can't carry tho fin
ancial burdon alono, Tho bnst way to gnt 
word to thousands of doscondants about tho 
National Rnunion onco a ynar is through this 
nowslottor, Tho labor to writo it, put it 
togothor and ~ot it mailod is donatod but it 
takos hard cash to got it printod and moro 
to mail it, To sond ono copy a yoar (about 
tho rounion) to oVnry rnlativo Wo havo mail
ing addrnssos for would tako $700,00 to 
$1,000,00--just for postage alono! It makos 
sonso that if somoonn doosn 't hoar about tho 
Rounion, thoy can't como, Not to montion if 
thoy don't know about tho Woodham Family Club, 
thoy can't join and support all its work, 

But tho Rounion is just QJ1e part of all our 
offorts. Thoro aro tho day to day tasks such 
as answoring mail, writing kinfolks wo havo 
novor rnachod boforo, kooping family records 
curront and gathoring now information, Sounds 
simplo? Try it without supplios and "tools" 
and Soo how really hard it is! 

Wo uso a typowritor ribbon onco a Wonk 
($2,59), typing corroction fluid ($1,20), 

·pilos of typing papor, stationory, hoavy duty 
papor to tapo historical documnnts and rnc
ords on to put into notobooks, onvolopos, 
razor blados to cut out itoms, scotch tapo, 
notobooks ($3-$6), photo albums, pons and pnn
cils, plastic COVorings, foldors, staplos, 
gluo, spray gluo, typosotting, postago, rubbor 
bands, xorox copios, papor halo roinforcors, 
printing, poncil sharponor and a zillion othor 
littlo and big things, A faw poopla can't 
shoulder tho burdon of all this cost alona. 

Horp is an idoa of just~ of our basic 
n~odsc 

WOODHAMS DONATE $5,000 FOR PICNIC SHED 
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Bob Eaton of lhe Pike Lions Club [right] accepts a check from the 
descendants ol Aris and Amanda Woodham f<;r the con1tructlon ol a 
picnic shelter at the club's Liliey Springs facility. 

Family Donation Makes Possible 
New Picnic Shelter At Lifsey Springs 

a1ter.d the reunion 
from South Carolina. 
Alabama, and as far 
away as Iowa and 
Washington. 

first Sunday of June. 
The family began 

1ormulat1ng plans to 
raise the necessary 
funds. Ever~· avenue of 
funel raising was ex
ploreel and 1es1ed: lhe 

V 

On Tuesday, April 5 
a dream came true for 
the descendants of Aris 
and Amanda Wilson 
Woodham. That was 
the day a check was 
presented to the Pike 
County Lions Club for 
the construction of a 
famt!y picnic shelter at 
the Club·s LItsev 
Springs recreation faci
lity so tha1 a reunion 
could be held !here 
each year. 

In 1978. one hundred 
years alter the death of 
Amanda V-.'1lson \'\food• 
ham. these de
scendants held their 
f1rs1 reunion at the 
Lions Cluo recrea!ion 
facll1ty a! Li1sey 
Springs The reunion 
was so successiuI that 
the family deci::led to 
try to l1r,d a oermanent 
place for the annual 
gathering. In talking 
with members of the 
Pike County Lions '::lub 
an agreement was 
reached that the family 
would rc\ise the neces
sary funds to build a 
pIcnIc snelter such as 
tho~e Ihal are atrcady 
a1 the site. It would be 
donated to the Lions 
Club with 1he ;:,rov,sIon 
that the shelter would 
be. reserveel for the 
Woodham Family Re
uni::in e3ch yec\r on 1he 

sale. of kitchen kriive.s, I , 
raf1!1ng of quilts. and'-" 
donations from family 
members Th,g one plan 

On September 3. 
1840. Aris Woodham 
and Ama'lda Melvina 
Wilson were united In 
marriage in Pike Coun
ty with Judge Lifsey 
officiating Aris and 
Amanda lived In the 
Eppinger's community 
and raised a family 
there. Today 1here are 
more than forty dif
ferent surnames of the 
descendants, names 
including Gibson, Sal
ter, Butler, Townsend, 
Drake, Kent, Vessel, 
Skipper. and many 
more Tr,i:y co~P. 10 

1hat got the b.'.lll rolltng 
was conducling yard 
sales. Yard sales were 
helel 1wice each y1=ar at 
1he home of one ol 1he 
members In LaGranae. 

The goal Was 
reached on this last 
Easter weekend. The 
family wtH now have a 
permanen1 place to 
gather so that they may 
honor thetr anceslors 
and sha~e love and 
respect for one anoth
er. The family pray!' 
lhal 1h1s deed wdl nelp 
lo perp<Huale the cause 
of family unity and 
restore the moral fiber 
lha! helps everyone to 
recognize and appreci
ate 1hc,, hc,r1ta9e 

· , Official Publication of the 

it 
Woodham Family Club of America 

--_,... Robert Earl Woodham U 
~ Editor 

M,,mborship: $10 
Club, Box 7446, 

a ynar. Woodham Family 
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copying machino ($1,500 to $2,400), our most 
urg~nt nood. A usod, roconditionnd Xorox of 
tho typo wo dosparatoly nood would bo about 
$2,200, With our own copior, wo could print 
tho nawslottnr on it and much moro oftnn, Wo 
could also print (continu0 d on pago 4) ..,_ ____ ,:___:...,:.,;..;.;.;.:.:.;.:.:..:::_:::.:..,::.::,::.::.._.:..:.... __ pago 2 



·Draft Registration 
WffiLD WAR I SF.LEC TIVE SERVICE RECORDS 

Military records of ovory kind aro important itoms to prosorvo on our fami l y . Until 
World War I, f 0 w r ecords woro kopt on mon in mil itary sorvico and much of t hos o that 
Woro writton havo boon l ost OVor tho yoars . 

Conscription, or drafting mon into militar y Snrvico , has boon practicod by nati ons 
sinco civi l ization hogan. Dr afts Wnro USod during tho War Botw-rn tho Stat ns ( 1861-
1865) by both tho Confndnrato Statos and tho northnrn govnrnmnnt . Howov~r, World 
War I was tho first timo in our nation's history that nv~ry ablo- bodind man was r oq
quirod by law to actual l y rngist-r for t ho draft and compl otn r ocords kopt . A Sol oc
tivo Snrvico law was passoe 18 May, 1917 and rogis tration hogan soon . Al l mnn botWnnn 
agos 18 and 45 had to sign up. Moro than 24,234 , 021 mon rogist-rod dur ing tho war. 

Not all thoso mon s-rvod in thn armod forcos but t ho fac t ovrry man had to r ogi stor 
moans today Wo havo rocords on moro of our ar.c~stors t r. an for any othn r provi ous por
iod in our history . ~ach man had to fill out a Sol octivo Sorvicn card. I ovon found 
ono card on a young man who was in a coma and dying . His doctor fill~d out thn card . 
Each card listPd tho man ' s namo , dato of birth, ago and addross. 

Thn cards varind in stylo during tho war and somo had moro information than othnrs . 
Most givo tho man 1s occupation, noxt of kin, marital status, numbnr of dopondants, 
omployor and whnro born. 

It is romarkablo for many of us to l oarn from thoso SS c ards that somo of our grand
fathors or groat grandfath-rs, who wo know only as old-rly, groy hairod mon , actually 
had blond , rod or dark black hair . I novnr know my mother's fathnr was rnd hoadod 
until I found his SS c ard! 

Thoso WW I SS cards aro val-
uablo t o us today for many ro
asons. First, t hoy aro rocords 
from an important poriod in our 
Nat ion's history . Thny aro al 
so prncious to us for giving 
us raro information on so many 
of our ancnstor s . For many 
Woodhams , t hoy aro t ho only 
public documont rnmaining today 
which show this information . 

Many of thoso Sol nctivo Snr
vico cards aro for mnn born in 
tho 1870 's and today ropr~sont 
ancnstors born Woll ovor a 
hundred yo ars ago . 

Tho cards aro t hn only cluo 
as to whon many of our ancest
ors Woro born . 

Tho draf t car ds for t ho on
tiro nation aro s torod at tho 
National Archives and Records 
Contor in At l anta . Tho cards 
havo bnon microf i lmed and now 
officials say tho originals 
may bo dostroyod to "savo 
spaco . " 

Tho Family Club is trying to 
mako xorox copins of t ho orig
i nal cards boforo thoy aro d-s
troynd bnC2USo t ho microfilm 
t urnod out bad and copins can
not bo mado from much of it 

REGISTRATION CARD 
- -- ---

RACE 

,~- -N~-- -I 7 

--
l ,;di•n White Oriental 

,<: CilfKn I Nsaritiu■ 

v I I ' 
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- 1 - ··· -
, "''" '" 8,orn I N atuuli1~d I Citi••ft fir r,,_hrf , r_lattt,-_ln~rin dnlaranl N•n• 

I B r re J:c·urrut . MAJmlr cfccbr•nl 
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SAM L. WOODHAM 

HARTSVILLE, &:--Sam L. Wood
ham di..c! h,,ro 28 July, 1983 
at ago 74. 

Sam was born in Loo Co . 21 
Sopt., 1908, son of John Ed
ward ( "Alabama John") Wood
ham and Laura G. Hall. Ha 
was a grandson of William 
~dward Woodham of I...,o Co . and 
Dalo Co., Ala . and Mary Ann 
Martha Sogars. 

Sam was a r otirod omployoo 
of Byorly Hospital. 

Burial at Savannah Advont 
Chri stian Comotnry in Lno Co. 

Survivors incl udo sistors 
Mrs. Thoo Lang , Bishopvillo 
and Mrs. Ru th Lockott , Hart
svilll!I. 
* * * * * * 
Mrs. Wt:SLEY ALVER WOODHAM 
MIDLAND CITY , Ala.--Mrs. Ona 
Pearl Skinnpr Woodham dil!ld in 
April, at ago Bl. 

Sho was tho widow of Wosloy 
Alvor Woodham. Ona was born 
2 Apr., 1902 in Dalo Co. Sho 
and Wosloy had 8 childron . 

Burial was at Chalkhoad 
Baptist Church Comotory. 

Surviving aro daughtors Mrs. 
Clydo Maund , Ozark, Mrs . 
Doris Ackors, Anniston and 
Mrs. Mavis Wright, Midland 
City1 sons J . Clayton Woodham, 
Entorpriso, Torrmy ~. Woodham, 
Ozark and H. Luther Woodham, 
Panama City, Fla.; two sist
ors1 23 grandchil dr,,n and 
SoVoral gr-at grandchildron. 
* * * 
Mrs. L~STER LAFAYETTE WOODHAM 
COLUMBUS, Ga.--Mrs . Joan Yawn 
Woodham, 56, d ied 21 Apr. 

Joan was born 21 Apr., 1927 
in Amoricus, Ga., daughtnr of 
Mr . & Mrs. T. M. Yawn. Sho 
was tho wif o of L. L. ( "F ato") 
Woodham and an omployoo of 
Bibb Mfg. Co. 

Survivi ng ero hor husband; 
sons Tyrono Koith Woodham, 
Richard eugeno Woodham and 
RonniA Potty, all of Columbus, 
and Michaol J. Woodham, Phon
ix City; dauqhtor, Janio 
Potty; 2 sistors; a brothor ; 
and sovoral grandchildron . 
* * * 

"TCX)LS" TO WORK WI'n-1 ••• cont. from Pago 2 

small booklnts and books on it, such as t:-in"WOODHAM FAMILY 
INDEX". This would b• tho bnst "tool" wo could havn to holp 
rounito our family . As a bonus , wo could uso it to copy imp
ortant histor i cal docurn,,nts in courthouso s around thn nat i on . 
offico typowritor ( usod , $600 to 3800) . Wn nood a good , USod 
IBM offico typnwrit-r or oquivol~n t typo brand . Wn do about 
twico tho amount of typing in a Wn-k as thn avnrago bus innSS 
offico typist . Wo critically n,-,-d a sturdy , bu-s inoSS offico 
typowritnr to handlo this load of typing and to mar.o our nows
lottnr and pormanont rocords l ook half docont . 
notobooks (wo could usn 50 right now ) Many of our procious 
family r ocords f rom all OVnr th~ nation must now bn stornd in 
boxos bocauso Wo just don't havo th~ monoy to sparo for noto
books, scrapbooks and photo albums. 
odds and onds Wo nnod h- avy duty papnr, scotch tapo and papnr 
holo roinforc-rs, typing pap~r , stat ionory, onvolopns , typowr
itor ri~bons to k-op working. 
bookcasos 1 filing cabinots and dnsk (usod offico dask, $75 to 
$100 1 usod filing cabinots, $45- $65) Wo aro in diro nnod of a 
usod offico dosk to work on. Right now, all your work i s dono 
for you on an old 1950's droSSor that's way too smallf Wn nood 
moro bookcasos to storo our family rocords as wnl l as onn or 
two moro filing cabin~ts. 
IS THt:RE SO/IEONE AMONG ALL TI-IE WOODHAM FAMILY WHO CAN 
BUY US A COPYING MACHINE? 

We do not ask for a gift--moroly a loan. If you can afford 
to buY, us a usod copi~r, th,.. family club wil l ropay you ovnr 
tho noxt fivo y~ars or so with annual paym~nts. 

Our nood for a copying machino is 90 groat that i t can Vnry 
woll mnan tho d iffor ... nco of survival or d~ath of our family 
club and thn Woodham National Rounion. Q.ir f uturo, good or bad, 
doponds on having thn basic t ools to work with. With good tools 
Wo En, rounitn our fami l y . Without thorn, our hands arn tiod. 

Robort Earl i s morp t han willing to supply all thn work. But 
ho noods tho "tools" to work with . You must supply th~m. 

JOIN THE WCO')HAM FAMILY CLUB ••• 

Wo urgo you to join t hn Woodham Fami ly Club and support 
our purposo and goals. Your annual mnmb-rship duos of 
$10 will holp support this family nowslntt~r, tho Woodham 
National Rounion , r osoarch on our family, purchaso of his
torical rocords, postago and tho supplios Wo must havo . 
If you think our purposa and goals ar ... worthwhilo, th ... n 
holp by joining th,.. Club. If you havo not ronownd your 
mombnrship for somo timo, it only maans Wo can do los s 
for you. Wo no nd your continuod m~mbnrship ov ... ry yoar . 

Wo also urgo you to ord~r a copy of tho WOCOHAM FAMILY 
INDi::X. W .. havo triod to list ovory Woodham in Amnrica, 
from tho yoar 1655 up to tho pr-sant . It can bo usod to 
traco tho dir 0 ct family lino of all Woodhams back t o our 
first Amorican ancnstor. Tho prico is $25 wh ich was Sot 
by voto of tho family at a rounion . It is a non-profit 
projoct. Wo cannot print this until wo havn ,-nough funds 
to pay th~ printing cost (or buy a copi~r to do i t ) so 
ploaso ordar now. 

Sond your chocks for m~mbnrship and books to: 
Woodham Family Club 
P. O. Box 7446 
Atlanta . Goor gia 30357 

Pago 4 
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<"Family Affair_' 
By Robort Garl Woodham, Editor 

In the good old days , familios holpnd oach 
othor with quilting partios , corn huskings, 
poa shollings , houso and barn raisings. Wo 
still havo barboCUos, shownrs, block partios, 
fund raisors and lots of wondorful occasions 
to holp oach othor . 

Woll , kinfolks , Wo aro proud to announco 
TH!! bridal - shower, corn husking and fish fry 
of all timo for tho Woodham family! A strong 
offort has bogun to raiso monoy for a copying 
machino to print our nowslottors, books and 
copy family r ocor ds . This is tho most imp
ortant st"P takon by our family sinco th~ 

tional Rounion was foundod in 1979 . 
Our "party" has alr--ady b 0 9un , thanks to 

~ousin Adrian Hundloy Ropor , daught"r of tho 
lato Tossio Inoz Woodham • .Adrian wantod to 
do somothing as a momorial to h"r mothor and 
a tributo to tho family. Sho visitod Robnrt 
narl and saw the mountain of rocords ho has 

Cam paign Begins To 
Buy Copying M_achine 

colloctod and saw ho urgontly no~dod docont 
"tools"--a copying machino and typowritor--to 
USo in his volunto~r work for tho family . Ho 
said th" most important n"od was a copior, si
nco Wo could print a larg --r n"wslott--r onco a 
month for moro rolativ"s; Wo could print books 
such as tho ''WOODHAM FAMILY INOOX". Adrian de
cidod this would boa wond ,_rful momorial. 

Robort Rarl tried for almost four ynars to 
buy a usod copi"r and offi co typowrit,-r. Ho 
work--d ~ yoars as a labor "r, cut living oxpon
sos to tho bono but still camo up $1,000 short. 
Ho didn't givo up hop~ but tho offort suro got 
boggod down. Whon hop" lookod dimmor than 
ovor, Adrian camo along . 

Sho shoppod around and bought a usod copi~r 
for $350. It is a 1973 modol , costing $1,600 
now. Unfortunat-- ly, wo could not g- t it to 
work prop,-rly. Wo al so facod tho probl om that 
it prints on only onn sido of spocial pap--r . 
To g~t it factory (cont. on pago 4) 

Family's Reunion ls First Class 
DOTiiAN, Ala .--Woodhams from throughout tho 
South gathorod horo Momorial Day Wo"kond 

for thoir s ixth annual Woodham Family 
National Rounion. 

Dothan was soloctod this yoar bocauso it 
is homo of moro Woodham rolativos than any 
othor city in th" nation. An al l-day gath
oring was hold on Saturday at t ho Shoraton 
Inn Motol . 

A largo numbor of r~lativos onjoyod an 
aftornoon program during which Robort ~arl 
identifiod how oach P"rson th--ro was rolat
od to ono anothor. Many walkod in as total 

. angnrs but soon discov"rod a hall full 
or kinfolks. This program has bocomo tho 
most popular ov"nt during tho last thro,
National Rounions. Robort ~arl uses a 
chalkboard and r ocords to show oxactly how 
ovoryono is r olatod. 

t?ben W. and Holon Woodham of Nowport , Ark
ansas trav .... lod th" gr--atost distanco for tho 
rounion . It was thoir first rounion and cam0 

only a fow months aft-r th,-y mad~ contact with 
Robort Earl . They w"ro surprisod to l "arn thny 
woro part of such a big family aft"r growing up 
as part of a small 11 lost" branch of tho family 
in Arkansas . 

Lillio Albio Woodham, 92, (Mrs . L. A. Pov1ors) 
of Midland City, Ala . was tho oldost rolativo 
attonding tho rounion . Among tho oth"r Sonior 
kinfolks was Floronco H"stor ("Hot") Woodham 
(Mrs. Bryant M. Andrnws), also of Mi dland City • 
Aunt Hot, at 84, is a groat groat grandmothor. 

Sunday's gath~ring and ~1cnic was hold at 
Dothan's now Landmark Park, a vory nico attract
ion . Tho 1985 Woodham National Rounion will bo 
hold again at Dothan and at Landmark Park . 
Start making plans now to attond! 



Woodham Heritage ... OUR 
NAMES ••• 

By Rob.,rt Earl Woodham 
The Woodham Family Historian 

Considoring th,, fact th"r" hav .. b .. .,n l"ss than 12 0000 Woodham and Woodhams (with an S) in 
Am,-rica sinco th" 1600's (a "small" family comparnd to most), w .. havo an uncommon family nv 
I grow up in Southwost Goorgia knowing f.,w Woodhams. Ev"n aft,-r I did loarn of a f.,w othor 
Rob 0 rt Vloodhams, I was stil 1 conf idont thnr" couldn't bo another Robort t!arl. Imagino my 
shock to l"arn thnro w .. r .. thr"" othors, on" of whom marriod in Sominole County, Ga.--whero I 
was born! To dato, I hav .. found 83 Robert Woodhams! And that donsn't includ" middle namns. 

To,. most popular namns in our family aro John ("Johnny") ( 123 known) and Mary ( 179). -Oth-
0 rs includ .. (first namos only) Jamos ("Jim", "Jimmy") 99, William ("Will", "Willio") 98, Ann 
( "Annio") 63, Martha 55, Elizabeth 48, Thomas 41, Franc"s ( "Fannio") and Francis (maln) 35, 
Charl.;,s 34, Margar,-t ("Maggi .. ") 32, Nancy 32, Susan 30 and 28 l"dward and 4 Edwin. 

The popularity of nam .. s chang .. s with timo. Thus, Minnin (20) was popular in thn 1880's 
but non .. ar" known born sine .. thn 1920's. All 29 Michanls wor,- born sine .. 1940. Many Wood
hams hav .. bo,-n namod for popular leadors, "ntnrtainm .. nt figurns, .. tc.: Woodrow Wilson 2, B"n
jamin Tillman 3, G .. org" Washington 4 0 John Wayno 3, Calvin Coolidgn 2, William Cody 3, o .. woy 
3, Robort Loo 5, John Wosloy 13, Andrnw Jackson, Chost"r Arthur, Ulyssos Grant, Bustnr Brown, 
Johnny Mack, Martin Van Buron and Grovor Clnvoland. -

w,,. also havn our shar" of unusual nam .. s: Talitha Cumi, Vacubi, Acw"n Euleno, B-echnr Fon,-y, 
Athanasius, Plin.,y Othol , Arado::-ia, Fonzor Loo, Evitus Mylus, Shofn~r Alfonsa, Rnodus Ozias, 
H0 ssi<> Joshua, Mallio Maxalin .. , Hoyt Lathaniol, Cora Juanz .. tta, Wright Plnasant, Elzie Vadis, 
Pryor Z..mri, Zada B.,lzonia, nruna Buena Vista, Houghlon Mildridg .. , v .. to Clinton, Pilly Outh .. r, 

. Z..nobia Aurora, Blunia, Phoriba Lazinia, Hiram Dnllon Sw ...... ny, Zinnamon Solli", Louj~ania Vad
: ,.11a, Lootis, z.,1ma Una, Roaola and v.,,,tus Lonwood, to namn a fow. Tho long,-st nam" I know 
' of is Asa Flinn Wilson Q. B.,aty--known as "B.,aty W." Woodham. 
• Wo aro just as bad about nicknam"s as othor familios, v: ... hav" tho usual Bill, Jimmy, Jo.,, 
: E .. tty, Kati., and Charl"Y and a lot of unusual onos: Sek (Escar Verbio), Atha (Athanasius), 
• Doll Baby, C. C. (Cdward Christopher), Topp<>r, z..,,, SkMt, Boat, i-iappy, Woody (many), Pinch. 
: Bunk, Borry (Asbury and l!mberry), Dogo and Boo. Wo hav" badly corrupt .. ct soma nam.,s: Billy U 

Joo (William Jos .. ph), Ac.,y, Acin, Auzy, t!zzie (Asa), Billy Auzy {William Asa), Garlny Ozios 
(Isaiah), Lizzi,,, Liza (tlizabeth), Causnl (Casw,,11), Ollon (Allnn), Hurlio, Hollio (Hillary 
& Harloy), Cph, Olphy (Thoophilus), Jo., Anni" (Joanna), Orris (A-is), Yuol, Euel (t:w.,11), -

i Gag .. (Micajah), Lauri., Aco (Asa Lor.,nzo), Athan Nathan G,,hu ( Athimatius Jnhu), Lanny (!!laini,), 
i Alston (Austin), Mod" (Mos"s) and many oth.,rs. 
1 Th"r" aro 10 known Jam,-s !ldward Vioodhams. Six of th~s" hav,- fathnrs nam,-d Bill !'-dward, Joh 
: Edward, James £dw2rd (2) and Jess,- !'.dward. Tuer" havo bnnn 22 John '!:dward, 5 with fathers 
' namod John. In 1913, two John Hnnry wnro born; in 1929, two Jack wnrn born, both in Covingto 
! Co., Ala.! Thnro hav,, b""n at lnast 8 nam .. d John Thomas. In tho 1970's, I mad .. many long-
; distanco calls to g,-t family information. I was fac"d with chaos trying to "idnntify" many of 
! th .. m or ancostors who had similar namos. I n~od"d to straight,-n th"m out fast to savo "xpnn-
i sivo phon" tim... I startnd to mak" an ordinary list of all Woodhams that might som.,day bo tho 
: ind,-.x of a book on our family. So many r,-lativos with th" sam,- first nam,- .,y,,ntually bd mo 
i to add morn and mor., information. 
. ~hat r 0 sultod is a totally uniqu., typo of indox, diff,-ront from any oth"r ovnr publishod on 
: any family. Th" systom I invont<>d lists .,v,-ry pnrson with tho samo family namo, giving full 

nam .. s, nicknamos and maidon nam .. s of wiv,,s. Sine .. many of us go by middlo namns or nicknam,-s, 
it is cross-r.,f.,roncod with all thos,- I know of. Tho y .. ar and placo born is list.,d and th" 
fath .. r or husband. Vii th this ind.,x, you can trac .. any Woodham' s dir .. ct family lin" all th" 

, way back to our first anc .. stor in A!norica. You can also loarn how you aro rnla,tod to ov .. ry 
' : othor v:oodham. 
, Th" Indox (about 120 pag .. s) has som .. 7,000 listings, incl~ding cross rofor~ncns. It do~s 
i not includo .. vory Woodham. Th .. r~ ar" still many scattnr,-d around tho nation that I hav" not 
'b 0 .. n abln to contact y,-t and somo who ar .. too stuck up or lazy to bother sonding family info~~ 
mation. Howov .. r, it is still th" most comprnh .. nsivo family indox over compilnd on an ontiV 
family. -

Th,. "WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX" will be print"d just as soon as w .. ar,- abl,- to buy tho copying 
machin ... Any profit from this projoct will bo usod to buy mor .. family rocords, supplios, .. tc. 
To .. prico of $25 por copy was sot by family vot" at a South Carolina rnunion. 

w., urg .. you to ordor your copy NOi. 5,,nd your ch .. cks to Rob~rt Earl Woodham, P.O. Box 
7446, Atlanta, Ga. 30357. 



tsoITOR'S NOTE: PLEASE care 
onough to lot us know whon 

~oodham or doscondant 
~ _os.) 

CHRIS 5'Wl!NDSEN 

TARPON SPRINGS, Fla.--Chris 
Swendson dind 14.Mar. at ago 
88. Ho was tho husband of 
Minnio gl~ira Woodham, a na
tive of G,,n,-va Cou~ty, Ala. 

Chris was born 2 Fob., 
1896. Ho and Minnio had 
livod in Florida for many 
yoars. 

Burial was at Cycadia Com
otory, Tarpon Springs. 

Surviving aro his wifo, 
Minnio; and a son, John Ca
rl ("Poto") Sw.,,nds"'n, Oc
ala, Fla. 
* * * 

CODI?! CECIL WOODHAM 

TEXASVILLE, Ala.--Codie 
r"'fil Woodham, 76, diod in 

3irmingham hospital on 
31 May. 

Codio was born 8 Sopt., 
1907 in Barbour Co., Ala., 
son of Lovin Oscar Woodham 
and Mabol Adams. Ho was a 
r otirod farmor and m"'mbor 
of Toxasvillo Mothodist 
Church. 

Burial was at Toxasvillo 
Cnmotory. 

Survi vors includn his wifo 
Mrs. Ruby Kato Bryan Wood
ham; son Josoph Cocil Wood
ham, Montgomory; daughtrr, 
Mrs. Kathy Juno Woodham Wh
oat, Birmingham; sistor, 
Mrs. Mazol Boyd, Toxasvillof 
brothers, Losli"' Dowling 
Woodham Sr.,-!. W. Woodham 
Sr. and Barney M. Woodham, 
all of Trxasvillo; and a 
grandson. 
* * * 

S. Wl!SLEY A. WOODHAM 

MIDUND CITY, Afa.--Mrs. 
Ona Pearl Skinnor Woodham, 
81, diod horo in ~~ril. 

Ona was born 2 Apr., 1902 

in Dalo Co., daughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs. Charlos Skinnnr. Sho 
was tho widow of Wosloy Alvor 
Woodham and was a mombnr of 
Chalkhoad Baptist Church. 
Sh" and w_,.sloy had 5 sons and 
3 daughtors. 

Burial was at Chalkhoad. 
Surviving aro daughtors 

Mrs. Clydo Maund, Ozark, Mrs. 
Doris Ackors, Anniston and 
Mrs. Mavis Wright, Midland 
City; sons, J.C. Woodham, 
Bnterpriso, Tommy E. Woodham, 
Ozark and H. L. Woodham, Pan
ama City, Fla.; 23 grandchild
ren; and sov~ral groat grand
childr 0 n. 
* * * 

WINS MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 

IRON CITY, Ga.--Suzanno Loguo 
was awardod a two-yoar schol
arship to Chipola Junior Col
logo of Marianna, Florida. 

Suzanno is daughtor of Buryl 
and Kathryn Cross Loguo and 
grandd aught~r of ~mory and 
Lois Woodham Cross, all of 
Iron City. She is tho gr oat 
granddaughtor of tho lato Mr. 
& Mrs. John Wosloy Woodham. 

Suzanno, a 1984 graduato of 
Sominolo County Hi gh School, 
Donalsonvillo, won t ho schol
arship through auditioning. 
Suzanno has bnon activo in 
music throughout hor high sch
ool yoars. Sho was accompan
ist for tho school chorus f or 
four ynars and has playod at 
concerts, All St ato compotit
ion, this yoar's Stat P Clinic 
and won first placo in tho ro
gion as a sophomoro and socond 
placo in hor juni or and s"'nior 
y~ars. Sho is listod in Who's 
Who in Music. 

A mombor of Friondchip Moth
odist Church, Suzanno . also 
Sorvos as tho pianist for tho 
youth and chancol choirs. Sho 
also plays for t ho Iron City 
Mothodist Church. 

Suzanno studiod piano th~ 
last f our yoars undor Roy Bnard 
Jr. of Colquitt. Hor scholarsh
ip is in appliod piano. Cong
r agulations, Suzannol! 
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Wedllings 
WOCDHAM - W It!HE 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Kennoth Mac 
Woodham and Rosomario Wi~ho 
Wnro marriod in Wobb 9 Juno. 

Konnoth is tho son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Johnny Mack Woodham of 
Dothan and grandson of Mrs. 
eunice Woodham of Gon.,,va Co. & 
tho lato Oloy Lro Woodham. 

Rosomario is daughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs. Raymond A. Wioho of of 
Wnbb and granddaughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs. Hnnry Vlioho and Mr. & 
Mrs. G. w. Suggs. 

Konnoth is a 1981 graduato 
of Dothan High School and is 
omployod with Saliba Construc
tion Co. horo. 
* * * 

WOODHAM - MASON 

BISHOWILLE, SC--Evelyn Rob
occa Woodham and Allon Dalo 
Mason w~ro marriod at Hobron 
Mothodist Church, 30 Juno. 

Rnbocca is th~ daughtnr of 
Mr. & Mrs. Charl ns Ray Wood
ham of Stokos Bridgo Commun
ity and granddaughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs. Charloy Woodham. 

All on is son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Charlr s- n. Mason of Johnson 
City , Tenn. 

Rob~cca is a graduato of R. 
E. Leo Acadomy and Winthrop 
Collogo. Allon is a graduato 
of Scionc"' Hill High School 
and rmployod with Chuck Mason 
2quipment Sal ~s, Johnson City. 
* * * 

WOODHAM - Kil'KJ 

CONY!!RS, Ga.--Gary Ler Wood
ham Jr. and .Shorry Lynn King 
Woro marriod h~ro 29 July at 
First Baptist Church. 

Lr n is th~ son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Gary L"'o Woodham Sr. and gr
andson of Mr. & Mrs. Fonzor 
Lon Woodham, Conyors. 

Shorry is tho daughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs. Wayno Molvin King and 
granddaughtor of Mr. & Mrs . 
Horbort Hall King. 
* * * 



COPYING MACHIN!! ... 
( cont. from pago 1) r"condition,-.d would 
cost too much monoy. 

So wo havo docid~d to l"t this bo tho 
start of a major drivo to buy tho kind of 
copi"'r Wo d"sp,-.rat"lY nood . 5oforo, Rob
er t ~arl tri~d buying a us,..,d XRrox copior 
costing $1 , 400 to ov"r $2,000 . Now, Sha
r p has como out with Ono o: tho lowRst 
pric,d machinos ovor at 51 , 145 that will 
do l"VRrything Wo n"od •. 

V, o n"od pr op,-r tools to forgo a un: tod 
family. \'/,.., cannot omphas:zo th"' n,-od for 
a copior onough . Without tho tools to 
work with, wo will for ov,..r r,-.main a scat
tc-rod and dividod fa□ily; oach going th
oir Soparato way , forgotting our horitago 
and losing sight of family tiRs. to can 
bunp along as Wo havo so :ar, without any 
prospoct of a unitad family for 9on-r at
ions to como or, wo c an do our :air sharo 
and t ako that st""P NOA' . 

Y.'i th a copi"r , Wo can s prnad knowlRdgo 
among th" family o: our horitago and dis
covor tho moaning o: boing ?art of a 
F N,',I:..Y. 

~drian will bo in char~" o: this fund 
rais~r . Thanks to this wondc-rful and 
ca:-ing cousin, v1o arc- now on tho road to 
putting tho :amily club on its :,.. ,.., t . Ou:
goal is about Sil,200, th~ cost of buying 
tho Sharp copior and somo suppli,-s ( soo 
tho ad on this pago) . It is light onough 
to tak,.. to courthous~s, otc . to copy fam
ily rocords Wo cannot afford to buy. 

Givo a gif t of prido and dignity to 
your childron to como--tho knowl udgo th,-.y 
aro part of a proud and wondorful family! 
Donations can bo mad" as momorials in 
momory of both living and ci,..,c~asod lov~d 
onos . Wo will print all momorial s in tho 
nt>WSl otte-r . 

ca~ING AS SOON AS v~ GET A COPIER: 
an 8 page fa□ily nowslott--r ov,.,ry month ! 
Tho "Woodham Family Ind ox"; and a book on 
V1oodhams in tho armod f orcr-s from Colon
timos up to tho prosont ; a book of Wood
ham c"mot"ry r"cords; ono on family Bibl~ 
rocords ; and ono with copios of historic 
family r"'cords from th" 1700 ' s and l BOO ' s . 

Sond your donations dir~ctly to and 
mak,, chocks to: M:-s . Adrian Rop,-,r, 3845 
17th Avo., Columbus, Ga. 31904. 

AMY CROt'INED "MISS NEWTON" 
NEWTON, Al a .--Amy Camille Woodham was cr
ownod "Miss N"wton" during a roc,-nt pag
oant horo . Amy is daught~r of Jam"s Tal
madgo Woodham and lv'1rs . Martha Enfinger . 
Shn will rr-pr,.,sont N"wton in th"' National 
P"anut f,.,s t ival . Good looks to you! 
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.. 
Sharp's new Z-60 is the small business 
copier that's big on features. • 

It used to be that a lot o f 
small businesses, like yours, 
couldn't afford to buy a top 
quality, professional copier. 

If you wanted copies, you 
had to leave your office and 
find the nearest pay copy 
machine. 

Well, the days of second 
rate inconvenient copies are 
over, because Sharp has just 
introduced the amazing Z-60. 

The Z-60 can do nearly 
every copying job you'll ever 
reed, and more. Cost per 
copy will astound you when 
you compare the Sharp Z-60 
to its closest competition. 
You can maintain and service 
it yourself. And, best of all 
you can afford to buy one. 

• Copies on all types of paper, 
film, card stoc.k; labels, and 
even on both sides of the 
paper. 

• Copies from size 2x31n• up to 
10 X 14". 

• Copies in black, red, blue and 
brown. 

• Does multiple copying from 1 
to 19 automatically. 

• Self-diagnostics. 

• Easy access clam shell design. 

• Can be set-up, serviced and 
maintained by owner. 

• Fits on a desk-top, and weighs 
only53Ibs. 

Come in For a free 
demonstration, today. You'll see 
why you'll never have to leave 
your office for a copy again. 

ZfiO 
zeno 

systems 

Wqt Jlloobqam Journal 

Robert Earl Woodham 
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Family pride OK again, 
so go ahead, cultivate it 

Many of us in tooay' s generation are proud 
of our Woi:xlham ancestors and heritage. Now, 
we are discovering the true meaning of Family 
by taking part in a campaign to help preserve 
the memory of those rrothers and fathers as 
well as help make us one Family again. 

Sorrehav, sonewhere, all those WOOdham rroth
ers and fathers who have gone on before us-
for the past 330 years--knav this. You can 
better believe they are might proud of their 
kinfolks today who are taking part and doing 
their share. 

The Woodham Family Club's canpaign to buy a 
copying rrachine isn't just a whimsical wish 
for a fancy piece of equipment. The hard fa
cts of life are we have a family of several 
thousand people divided and so scattered from 
coast to coast that they no longer have any 
inkling of kinship; there is no way possible 
to rerrold us into one family again without a 
lot of hard work AND decent tools to work 
with. 

Not everyone can afford to donate rroney but 
still want to help. Nora Murl ( "Nonie") 
Woodham (Mrs. Nonie Dorsey) is a retired ho-

usewife living alone on a sma

'lhe follcwing relatives have made contributions to buy 
a copying rrachine for the Woodham Family Club as of 

ll Social Security incane near 
Henderson, Tex. Nonie used her 
talent and flair for naking be
autiful hand-crocheted items the end of December: 

OUR GOAL: $1,150 

Mrs. Adrian Roper, ColU!lIDUs, C--a. 
In Merrory of her rrother, Tessie I. Woodham Hundley 
(a used copier, costing $350 which we will repay 
Adrian for; the copier will be used as trade-in) 

Mrs. Lula Woodham WOOdham, Opp, Ala. 
Eugene M. Woodham, Bradenton, Fla. 
Robert Alan Woodham, Kingsport, Tenn. 
William T. Enfinger, Columbus, Ga. 

In Memory of his grandrrother, Tessie Woodham 
Mrs. Inez Enfinger Frizzell, Montganery, Ala. 

In Memory of her grandm:Jther, Tessie Woodham 
Mrs. Winnie Wertz, Cottonwood, Ala. 

In Memory of her rrother, Tessie I. Woodham 
William Allen Woodham, Ia.Grange, Ga. 
Charles R. Simrrons, Thorrasville, Ga. 

In Memory of his grandfather, Wright Pleasant 
Woodham 

H. L . vkxxlham 
Robert Earl's rrother's family 
Robert Earl Woodham, Atlanta, Ga. 

In Memory of his father, Rufus Woodham 
plus cost of printing and nailing 4,500 

$30 
$10 
$25 
$10 

$25 

$25 

$25 
$25 

$25 
$15 
$40 

$200 

newsletters 

-------□ 
0 $480 $1,550 

to rnake a donation. With thread 
given her by friends, she dev
oted alrrost three rronths work 
to crochet very teautiful af
ghan spreads. As of this writ
ing, we have just received a 
second one. These will be au
ctioned off at our next Wood
ham National Reunion and the 
proceeds added to the copier 
fund. This effort reflects 
Nonie 's talent as well as her 
devotion to our family. Nonie 
gave of herself; the kind of 
gift you give with love--the 
greatest gift of all. Because 
of declining health, Nonie roa
de and sent the afghans early. 

"You said to wake the afg
han for next May. Honey, I 
may not be here then, so here 
it is. Every stitch is 1-ove 
for you all. May Gcd bless 
you all. " , she said. 

Our goal is to raise about 
$1,550, enough to buy one of 
the cheapest copiers capable 
of doing what we need and to 
help repay Adrian. 
(cont. on page 3) 



Donations 
The Woodham Family Club was blessed with a 

lot of love and devotion during 1984. Kin
folks showed their love for our Woodham fam
il y through donations of several kind: a few 
gave rroney to help pay for supplies, print
ing, postage, etc. ; sare actually donated 
supplies; others gave not only rroney but al
sc energy and talent to honor their relativ
es through the Family Club. 

Alma Woodham Mathis, Chipley, Fla., brou
ght a scrapbook, notebook, photo album and 
other items we sorely needed, to the Nation
al Reunion in May. Mrs. Winnie Wertz, Cot
tonv.,:x:d, Ala., couldn't attend (dental sur
gery) but sent along a whole bagful of sco
tch tape, pens, pencils, envelopes, rubber 
bands, paper hole reinforcers and other su
pplies we use every day. 

Relatives at the annual South carolina 
Woodham Reunion in Bishopville donated $50 
to use on expenses and research. Several 
attending the National Reunion at Dothan 
alsc contributed rroney. 

~.rs. Janice Yarnell, Columbus, Ga., vis
ited Robert Earl and contributed file fol
ders, paper, envelopes, starrps and other 
supplies we also use daily. ~.rs. Adrian 
Roper, Columbus, donated starrps. Adrian 
took a look at all the work going on by 
Robert Earl for our family and quickly 
saw the urgent need for a copying rrachine. 
She began a search and eventually acquired 
a used rrodel for $350 (originally $1,600) 
and took it to Robert Earl in Atlanta. Un
fortunately, we couldn't get it to work. Ev
en if it were DEM, we couldn't print news
letters or srrall books since it is a liquid 
developer copier, using special paper. For 
newsletters and books, we need one that oo
pies on both sides of plain paper. 

Adrian's efforts got the ball rolling, th
ough and thanks to her, we are no,; in the 
midst of a fund raising campaign to buy a 
cheap m::rlel copier capable of doing what we 
need. 

Adrian also found Robert Earl working up 
to 16 hours a day on "family work" on a 2 
foot high chest of drawers, not big enough 
for a typewriter and open book. She told 
her daughter, Mrs. Sandra I.a!bardi. Sandra 
located a desk and she and her husband dev
oted hours to refurbish it. They took a fu
ll sized door, covered it with forrnica and 
turned it into a large desk top. For the 
past 25 years, Robert Earl has used borrow
ed desks, dressers, apple crates, the tiny 
chest and the floor to work on. 'Ihis is the 
first tine in his life we have ever had a 
desk to call our own. 

. Now, your familf work--answering rrail, ty
ping records, putting together and addressing 
newsletters and other work, can be done much 
faster and far rrore canfortably! 

last but not least, SOIT'eOne cane by Robert 
Earl's !!'Other's hare in Columbus and dona~ 
a boxful of notebooks and file folders. ff.is 
~ was in the hospital and his stepfather 
failed to get the nane of the person. So all 
we know is that "sareone fran way off" brought 
them by. 

All these donations are needed--every day-
to do our work for the Club. We, speaking for 
all the Wocrlharn family, are proud of you; we 
are humbly grateful to all these thoughtful 
and considerate relatives. Thank you all! 

LE'ITERS ..• 

OPP, Ala.--We are glad to hear that Lula Cla
re Gil?hrist of ~sylvania was able to spe
nd Christmas holidays with her rrother, Mrs. 
Lula t'klodharn Gilchrist Woodham. Clare is a 
teacher. Lula is back on the go now after a 
hospital stay in November. 

CLAY'lDN, Ala.--Sorry to hear fran Estelle th
at hubby Everett Wade v;\JOdham Sr. has been 
ill now for over a year. Poor health kept 
them from coming to the National Reunion anc1 
they ~ure did ~ss seeing everyone. We bofV 
you will be going strong again soon. 

KINGSPORT, Tenn.--"'Ihank you for continuing to 
send rre the "JOURNAL". I keep every one of 
them. You are a remarkable person! Sareday 
I hope to attend a reunion & meet you. 

Robert Alan Woodham 
Kingsport, Tenn. 

BISHOPVILLE, sc--Millicent Skinner was elected 
Secretary for the 1985 S.C. W:x:rlham Reunion 
and reports the 1984 reunion was a success. 

Andrew Woodham was elected president and 
Mrs. Jack (Ruth) Woodham, vice president. The 
next reunion is to be 11 Aug. at Hebron Meth
odist Church in the Stokes Bridge Ccnmunity. 

Millicent Skinner 
Hartsville, SC 

OZARK, ~---Mrs. Ruby Wocxfuarn Knight reports 
36 relatives attended the annual reunion of 
descendants of John Alexander Wcx:xfuarn. 

"We had a great tine," she said. Gene Sne
llgrove of catoosa, Okla. traveled the great
est distance. 'Ihe reunion is now held eveJl ~ 
year at Guntersville State Park in north Alr." 

Mrs. Ruby Knight 
Ozark, Ala. 

SEND US YOUR FAMILY NEWS FOR Tr;E NE.WSIEITER! ! 

n.,,,....,,,... ') 



1Dtnt1t11 
(Editor's note: only the 
following deaths have been 

~rted to us since our 
' !st issue. l 

R. V. KNIGHT 

OZARK, Ala.--R. V. Knight, 
69, died 3 Oct. He was the 
husband of Ruby lee Wood
ham. 

R. V. was born 20 Jan. , 
1915 in Barbour Co. , son of 
J. s. Knight and Henrietta 
Teal. His friends and fam
ily knew him as "Bibb". 
Since retirerrent, Bibb and 
Ruby had traveled extensiv
ely and enjoyed "roughing" 
it in their carrper. Bibb 
was a Deacon in the First. 
Baptist Church here. 

He and Ruby were rrarried 
20 Mar. , 1937. 

Burial was at Woodlawn 
Gardens, Ozark. 

Survivino are his wife; 
daughter, Mrs. Alicia 

,-,=:ton, Mobile; sisters, 
_ s. Annabel Riley, Abbe

ville and !!'rs. Phil Coop
er, Clayton; brother, W. F. 
Knight, Ashford; and two 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

Mm. SAMUEL B. WXJDHAM 

COTIDNWXlD, Ala.--Mrs. Cha
rity Ward Woodham, 86, died 
4 Oct. in Dothan. She was 
the widow of Samuel Bassett 
Woodham. 

Charity was born 2 Aug. , 
1898 in Henry Co. , daughter 
of Robert David Ward and 
SUsan L. Galloway. She 
was a member of Cottonwood 
First Baptist Church. Cha
rity was struck by an auto
rrobile and died fran her 
injuries. 

Burial was at Cottonwood 
~tery. 
,- --isurviving are a son, Al

bert Earl W::x:Jdham, Cotton
wood; daughter, Mrs. sue 
Baxley, Cottonwood; four 
grandchildren; four great 
grandchildren. 

Mrs. WILLIAM ARIS WX:OHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--Mrs. Josie Bever
ett Wocdham, 94, died 3 Sept. 
She was the widow of William 
Aris Woodham. 

Josiephene ("Josie") was 
born 5 Oct., 1889 in the 
F.cho Catmuni ty, daughter of 
John Beverett Jr. and Sarah 
Newton. She rrarried William 
on 17 July, 1904. She and 
William had seven children. 

She was a member of Mt. 
Car!rel Methodist Church. 

Burial was at Mt. Camel. 
Surviving are daughters, 

Mrs. Flossie Younis, Ozark, 
Mrs. Fla~ers Jenkins, Iake
land, Fla. and Mrs. Migonet
te Williams, Longwood, Fla.; 
son, Ben H. Woodham, Midland 
City; seven grandchildren; 
five great grandchildren. 
* * * 

Mrs. ALTON GRAVES WXJDHAM 

DOI'HAN, Ala.--Mrs. Spella Jo
hnson Woodham, 87, died 3 Oct. 
She was the wife of Alton Gr
aves Woodham. 

A native of Dale Co., Spella 
retired in 1962 after 40 years 
as a school teacher. She was 
a graduate of Troy Normal Col -
lege (Troy State Univ.) , a mem
ber of the Retired Teachers 
Assoc. and Mt. Pleasant (Wig
gins) Church. 

Burial was at Mt. Pleasant 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Surviving are her husband; 
foster daughters, l-',rs. Juanita 
Neal and Mrs. Jerry Ann Crews, 
both of Dothan; foster son, 
Billy Joe Johnston, Pensacola; 
seven foster grandchildren. 
* * * 

HISTORIC RECORDS AVAILABLE 

COPIER CAMPAIGN (cont. trom pg .LJ 

A family newsletter is one of 
the best ways to keep each other 
info:rned about what is going on 
in the family. It is also the 
best way to make us one family. 
Gathering and preserving histor
ic d=rents and records on liv
ing relatives is the only way 
to know and understand we are 
all part of one family. Srrall 
books are the only way to spread 
this knowledge arrongst the fam
ily. We desperately need a cop
ier capable of doing this. It 
is a big job and it takes the 
right kind of tool to do it. 

Robert Earl is providing the 
volunteer labor--all you have 
to do is furnish the tools. 

The Woodham Family Club needs 
your help. Don't let the eff
ort to unite our family wither 
on the vine. 

Cousin Eugene M. Woodham of 
Bradenton, Fla. couldn't have 
put it any better when he said 
bluntly: 
"I.et• s get this show on the 
d--- road! If you are a Wood
ham, you' 11 understand those 
lines above!" 

If you can help, send your 
donations to Mrs. Adrian Roper, 
3845 17th Ave., Columbus, Ga. 
31904. 

You can make your donations 
in merrory of a deceased loved 
one or as a ITEITOrial to a liv 
ing relative. These ITEITOrials 
will be printed in the newslet
ters. 

We will hold an auction at 
our next l'klodham Family National 
Reunion in Dothan, Ala. on Mem
orial Day weekend. If you can 
donate items to auction, please 
do so. These can be hand-made 
items, handcrafts, paintings, 
sewing work, etc.; antiques, 
or any thing you can give. 

Over the years, Robert Earl ~ * * 
has provided numerous relat- fort. However, following a vote 
ives copies of historic docu- of the Board of Directors in 
rrents to help them gain rremb- 1979, a small charge of 50¢ a 
ership in the Daughters of the page for the xerox copies is 
Confederacy, Daughters of the rrade, to cover the cost of the 
American Revolution and other copies and have a few cents le-
clubs or just for the pride of ft over to add rrore research. 
having records on their ances- We have records dating fran 
tors. Robert Earl does not the 1700's up to the present 
charge relatives for this ef- available for copying. Page 3 _____ ..::,.:..:..... _____ _:_::__..:._ ____ ..... 



Weddings_ 
WXDF.AM -- MASON 

BISHOPVILLE, SC:--Evelyn Rebecca 
WOOdham and Allen Dale Mason 
~e married at Hebron Method
ist Church 30 June. 

Evelyn is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Ray Woodharn 
and the granddaughter of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Woodham and the late 
Charlie Woodham. 

Allen is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
C. E. Mason, Johnson City, 'fu. 

Evelyn is a graduate of Win
throp College. The couple will 
reside in Hartsville. 
* * * 

vrnDHAM GCXX>SON 

OZARK, Ala.--Kimberly Denise 
Woodham and David E. Gocdson 
were married 21 Sept. at Chalk
head Baptist Church. 

Kim is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. David Ladair Woodham and 
granddaughter of Joseph M. 
W:lodham and the late Mrs. Gla
dys Woodham. 

Kim attended G.C. Wallace 
State College, Dothan and Pr
ince Institute, Montgarery. 

David is the son of Mr. & 
Mrs. H. L. Goodson. He is the 
grandson of Harer Woodham Sr. 
and the late Mrs. Mallie J. 
W:lodham. 

* * * 

W'.XIDHAM -- WARR 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Willis Josey 
Woodham Jr. and Katherine Ham
er Warr were married at Bethle
hem Methodist Church 15 Dec. 

Willis is the son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Willis Josey Woodham Sr. 
and the grandson of the late 
.Mr. & Mrs. Alvah L. Woodham Sr. 

Katherine is the daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Warr. She is 
a graduate of the Univ. of So
uth Carolina. 

Willis is a graduate of Wof
ford College. The couple will 
reside in Columbia, SC. 

* * * 
PLEASE! ! Care enough to let us 
know when a Woodham gets marr
ied! 

"vrnDHAM FOOrBI\LL 

Ever since Cousin Wally 
Woodham graduated from Leon 
High School in Tallahassee 
and went on to play big-tine 
football at Florida State 
University, one of his old 
cross-state rivals in Pensa
cola has l::een earning up in 
the world of football. 

Woodham High School has ju
st won its second Florida Cl
ass AAAA state championship 
in the last three years. Du
ring those three years, Wood
ham High has corrpiled an out
standing record of 35-1. Th
eir defense allowed only 5.5 
points per game this year. 
The school is narred for Jes
se W:xldham Jr. , fonrer Esca
mbia Co. School Superinten
dent, a native of Covington 
Co., Ala. 

At least two Woodhams are 
current! y serving as high 
school football ooaches. Al
bert R. Woodham has l::een 
head coach at Albany P.igh 
School, Albany, Ga. now for 
several years. Coach Al's 
Indians finished this year 
with a winning season, no 
easy task in Southwest Geor
gia's Region lMA, one of 
the toughest in Gecrgia. 

Another Woodham left Euf
aula, Ala. a few year' s ago 
to coach at Greenville, Al. 
We read he had a fine first 
season there but unfortun
ately we have never had any 
contact frcxn him so we can't 
report rrore. 

Sorry also we can't report 
either on whether any IlHOb
ers of our family played 
ball this year or not. No 
one has let us know. 
* * 

ANY WXJDHAM PREACHERS ? 

We will hold a church ser
vice at our W:lodham Nation
al Reunion this May, to be 
held at Landmark Park in 
Dothan, Ala. Are there any 
Woodham ministers vmo will 
volunteer to lead us. 

* 

vnlDHAMS HOID ANNUAL 
REUNION IN OPP, ALABAMA 

OPP, Ala.--The annual family 
reunion for descendants ofl ~ 
John Wesley and Am3nda w:xx,,.,,, 
ham attracted 102 relatives 
here Labor Day weekend. 

Perry Dillard of Pittsburg, 
Pa., traveled the greatest 
distance to the reunion. 

An indoor "picnic" with 
great family cooking was held 
at Opp Middle School. 
* * * 

LENDING A HELPING HAND ... 

HARTSVILLE, SC:--Most of us 
have becare familiar with the 
Ronald M:::Donald Houses locat
ed in rrajor nedical centers 
across the country. They are 
the ones shown on TV, sponsor
ed by McDonald's (hamburger) , 
for families to stay in mile 
relatives are hospitalized. 

'Ihe RM Houses are staffed 
with volunteers. 

When Cousin Ruth Woodham 
Lockett of Hartsville, wasl j 
visiting with her husband ~ 
the VA Pavillion in Columbia, 
SC, she heard on the radio 
that the Ronald M:::Donald Ho
use was looking for volunt
eers. 

Ruth had plenty of experie
nce in working for Dr. Byerly 
and Byerly Hospital for 20 
years and a nursing hare. So 
she knew mat rrost families 
are going through vmo have se
riously ill relatives. "I 
thought this would really be 
good for rre because I was so 
down at the time," Ruth said, 
referring to her own husband' ~ 
illness. 

During its first year of 
operation ending in May, the 
RM House had rrore than 1, 500 
guests from 37 of 46 counties 
in sc; and seven other states. 

Ruth has l::een doing her pa
rt ~o help make life for v· 
easier. 

Ruth is a great grandrrother 
with a special kind of heart. 
She CARES! "I just love it. 
It' s a hare away from hare". 



By Robert F.arl vb:ldham 
The Woodham Family Historian 

Many \'l:x:x:lhams and descendants today are living on land acquired in the 1800' s as a state 
and grant or a federal hanestead. M::>st of us have no idea hcM these farms and hane sites 

carre into the family. 
Originally, all the land in Alabama was owned by the State of Georgia. Georgia ceded 

her western territory to the federal governrrent. After that, the land was distributed by 
the governrrent to settlers as horresteads or outright cash sales. These were sold at very 
low cost to encourage settlers to rrove to the frontier. 

We know that Woodhams received state land grants in North carolina, Georgia and Texas. 
Serre won their land in Georgia in lotteries held to distribute land taken from the Indians. 
WOOdhams also received federal horresteads in Florida, Alabama and perhaps other states. 

The oldest Woodham land grant rec=d we have found is a survey plat for 104 acres of land 
in the Colony of North carolina, dated 2 Sept., 1757, when Edward 'l\b:xlham Senior filed an 
application for a land grant. The land was in Dobbs (now Lenoir) County. 

The first harestead in Alabama for our family was wade by Aris W:Jodharn Jr. He filed for 
a harestead in Dale County on 23 Mar., 1836. His uncle, Edward Harley Woodham Sr. , filed 
for one in Dale Co. on 14 Apr., 1836 and Aris' brother, Athanasius, filed on 12 Nov. in 
Henry County. 

In Alabama and sare other states, Federal land Offices disposed of public land through 
cash sales and low-priced hanesteads. Aris Jr. paid $105 for his 80 acres. 'Ihe price of 
federal horresteads varied over the years, from as low as 25 cents an acre to al:out $1.25 
an acre. By knowing when they acquired the land, it halps us learn when our ancestors 
first settled in an area. Pioneers would rrove into an area, locate vacant land and settle 
on it. It might be several rronths or over a year before they finally bought or actually 
obtained legal title to the land. 

Unfortunately, federal land records of Arkansas, IDuisiana and sare other states are not 
listed alphabetically. The only way to locate the records is to know the section, range 

il""Wld township numbers of the land. So we have • not been able to l=ate any in those or any 
stem states so far. 

I I 
I 
I 
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NCJrICE 

OUr biggest expense for the Woodham Fam
ily Club is postage. Spending 20¢ for a 
letter won't sound like rruch to rrost of 
you but our postage bill runs several hun
dred dollars a year. So far, the incare 
frcm club rrembership dues has not been en
ough to pay this expense. The difference 
has been paid by Robert Earl. 

Postage will go up to 22¢ for a letter 
and newsletter in February. Since we be
gan in 1979, postage has gone up frcm 15¢ 
to 22¢. What's a few pennies, you say? 
When we mail a newsletter to every W:xidharn 
relative we have an address for, it cost 
about $525 in 1979. Next rronth, it will 
oost about $770--a whopping increase of 
$245 just for one issue. Needless to say, 
we can't send a newsletter to everybody 
every tine. 

Add to that, postage for regular corres
pondence and you have one heck of a post
age bill. If we cut down the letters we 
write to just 100 a rronth, that would st
ill be $264 a year. 

Please, in the future, when you write us, 
send along a long, self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. This will certainly help us 
cut down on our postage bill. 

CLUB MEMBERSF.IP GROWS 

Mernlcership in the v<'.JOdharn Farnil y Club 
has reached the largest number this year 
since 1981. As of December, we now have 
54 paid rrembers and one life honorary mem
ber. Our fiscal year begins at each Nation
al Reunion held every Merrorial Day in May. 
Since we still have five more months, the 
outl=k is good for the family club becan-
ing a healthy, growing organization again. 

In 1981, when the club split up, we had 
to start all over again--without funds to 
work with. lack of funds cut the frequency 
of newsletters down severely as well as the 
number of copies we could print. Without 
enough newsletters, many relatives did not 
renew rremberships and very few new ones we
re added. 

In 1984, we sent out two mass mailings 
of newsletters to more than 2,500 relatives 
and it sure has helped. It was expensive 
but it has rre.de the difference. 

As of n=, we have rrembers for 1984-85 
who live in Alabama (26), Georgia (9), Fl
orida (5), South Carolina (3) , New Jersey 
(1) , Kansas (1), Arkansas (3) , Texas (2) , 
Pennsylvania (1), Arizona (1) and Califor
nia (1) . We are also counting as rrembers 
those relatives who have sent in donations 
to buy the copying machine. 

Paae 

NOTES .. -.. 

"Eere is my membership dues and I am look
ing forward to the "Index" ... 

I have an announcenent of a new Woodham l ~ 
descendant. Callie Victoria Gay, born J~ 
15, 1984 to S:irrone and Philip Gay of Gray, 
Ga. Callie is the great granddaughter of 
the late Callie Florence vbodham and Angus 
Elmer Simrons of Opp, Ala., the great great 
granddaughter of George and Balla Woodham of 
Opp and of course the great great great grand
daughter of John V€Sley and Amanda Ard Wood
ham. 

Oh, yes, I am the grandrrother and Simone is 
my daughter. 

Really l=king forward to one day attending 
the National Reunion. " 

Sara Keogh 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

"This year the Woodham Family Reunion falls 
on the same day as the Cochran's, at Falling 
Waters, at Chipley, which we will attend. 

I hope you will be able to carry the Wood
ham Club on to "bigger & better". I enjoy 
reading the JOURNAL, & I'm proud to be a 
"Woodham If • 

Mrs. Wade Cochran 
(Mary Cpal Woodham) 

Panarre. City, Florida V 
Caught off guard again! The Lynn Woodham 

I had wondered about for sore tine, in Dent
on, Tex. turned out to be a "mister", not a 
"Ms.". i,;e finally Ire.de contact with Lynn 
William Woodham, son of Robert Haskew Wocx:lham 
of Clarke Co. , Ala. Lynn sent in farnil y in
forrre.tion on himself and has joined the Fam
ily Club. Thanks for the info and for your 
support, Lynn. 

Lynn W. Woodham 
Denton, Texas 

"I am not sending this check for all of 
that wonderful material because we are so fl -
ush but because you have done such a wonderfu 
piece of work (work capitalized) on the Wood
ham family. I could not send a check large 
enough to cover the hours and days I ~ you 
have given to this research. 

The details are mind-boggling. 
verance required is unbelievable. 
be an exceptional person." 

The perser
You must , 

Mrs . t-",ary Wilson 
Pasadena, California u 

Don't you just love to get those kind of 
wonderful letters! If only they were all 
that nice but we do have our share of black 
sheep in the Woodham family? . 
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Woodham Family Will 
Hold N atio_nal Reunion 

1st WOODHAM NATIONAL REUNION, 1979, EUFAULA, ALA. 

ampa1gn _ o BuJ 
Copying Machine 

The Woodham family might be slow as heck sometime 
but at least some of us are faithful and determin
ed! So far, we Woodhams haven't been able to move 
mountains yet but we sure are giving it a good 
push! 

The Woodham Family Club's fund-raising campaign 
has been underway now for nine months and we still 
have a long way to go before we can buy a copying 
machine. But we are getting there, thanks to the 
determined efforts of some kinfolks who are proud 
to call themselves part of this family. 

They want the rest of the world to know we 
odhams CAN work together and get great things 
ne. A few relatives have shown a lot of gumption 

by taking hold and doing far more than their share. 
This is the most important project the Family Club 
has ever undertaken since we began in 1979--a pro
ject that can mean the difference of remaining as a 
(cont. on page 3) 

DOTHAN, Ala.--we're hav
ing a big to-do! Throw 
the younguns in the back 
seat, a picnic basket in 
the trunk and come along! 

The Woodham family is 
holding their seventh 
annual Woodham National 
Reunion. 

Don't make excuses; 
when it comes to your fam
ily, there are no excuses. 
Just come. 

Our Woodham National 
Reunion traditionally br
ings relatives from th
roughout the nation. So 
far, we have had kinfolks 
from about 23 states"at
tend, from as far as Cal
ifornia. we are again 
expecting folks from all 
over the country. 

This year's reunion has 
been altered at the last 
moment. The motel we ex
pected to use all day 
Saturday told us at the 
last minute they were al
ready booked up. We can
not find another meeting 
room free so we are not 
holding any events on 
Saturday. 

All activities will ta
ke place Sunday, 26 May, 
at Dothan's Landmark Park. 
The park is located just 
north of the circle ex
pressway, on u.s. Hwy. 
431, west of the road. 

Registration will be
gin at 9 AM. A church 
(cont. on page 3) 



Honor Roll 
The followinq relatives have made contributions to our campaign fund 

to purchase a copying machine as of the first of April: 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford 1':. Woodham, Tampa, Florida 
In Memory of his parents: Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christine Efurd 

Mrs. Alma Woodham Mathis, Chipley, 
In Memory of her parents: Luther 
and Flossie Ivenora Burdeshaw 

Florida 
Luny Woodham 

$50 

$30 

Mr. & Mrs. Waco Taylor, Andalusia, Alabama $20 
In Memory of his mother, Nancy Edna Woodham (Mrs. W.J. Taylor) 

Mrs. Jane Adrian Hundley Roper, Columbus, Georgia $25 
In Memory of her mother, Tessie Inez Woodham (Mrs. F.H. Hundley) 

Mr. & Mrs. E. B. (Winnie) Wertz, Cottonwood, Alabama $25 
In Memory of her mother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Mrs. Inez Enfinger Frizzell, Montgomery, Alabama $25 
In Memory of her grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

William T. Enfinger, Columbus, Georgia $25 
In Memory of his grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Charles R. Simmons, Thomasville, 
In Memory of his grandfather, 

Georgia 
Wright Pleasant Woodham 

!-!rs. Nonie Murl 1"1oodham Dorsey, Henderson, Texas 
In Memory of her parents, James Harley Woodham 
and Mary Catherine Mullins (Nonie has also donated three 
hand-crocheted afghans to be auctioned at the Reunion) 

Mrs. Norma T. Parrish, Columbus, Georgia 
In Memory of her husband, Rufus Woodham 

Mrs. Lula Woodham, Opp, Alabama 
In Memory of her father, George Benjamin Woodham 

H. L. Woodham, Columbus, Georgia 
In Memory of his parents, James Henry Woodham 
and Eula Aldonia Whitlock 

Robert Alan Woodham, Kingsport, Tennessee 
In Memory of his parents, John Will Woodham 
and Wilma Baisden 

Herbert 
In 
and 

C. Woodham, ,Dighton, Kansas 
Hono~ of his parents, Arthur Jehu Woodham 
Robbie Nae Barnes 

Eugene Maxwell Woodham, Bradenton, Florida 
In Memory of his parents, Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

William Allen Woodham, LaGrange, Georgia 

2 

$25 

$10 

$40 

$10 

$15 

$10 

$25 

$25 

$25 
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HONOR ROLL lcontinued from page 2) 

(a Christmas present to Robert Earl and donated in Bill's name 
In Memory of his parents, Ressie Joshua Woodham Senior 
and Nettie Bryant Hasty) 

Mrs. Mary Wilson, Pasadena, California $25 
(a present to Robert Earl and donated in Mary's name) 
In Memory of her great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham 
(Mrs. Gilbert Evans) 

The Enfinger Family: $15 

Robert Earl's mother's family: 

Robert Earl Woodham, Atlanta, Georgia 

$70 

$1,150 
In Memory of his father, Rufus Woodham 
(also donation of cost for printing and postage for 
several thousand family newsletters) 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 

OUR NEW GOAL: (Minimum) 

$1,650 

$2,000 

EDITOR'S NOTE: When our faithful but very old (more than 30 years old, 
in fact) typewriter finally fell apart recently, we were forced to buy a 
typewriter capable of doing all the typing we have to do every day. We 
bought a used IBM office typewriter, about 15 years old, at a cost of 
$425. We were forced to finally give up on our old manual typewriter when 
the keys started corning off. Getting a "new" office machine finally allowed 
us to type the Woodham books, something we could not do on the old one. 

The cost of the typewriter has been added to our new goal for the fund
raising campaign. Robert Earl paid for the new typewriter out of what he 
had already donated toward purchase of the copying machine. 

Campaign (cont. from page ll 
lackluster organization with not 
much of a future in sight, or we can 
get on the ball and put the right 
kind of tools in Robert Earl's hands 
to make this a strong enough family 
club to last long after we are all 
gone. It is your choice. 

Robert Earl has vowed to eat only 
one meal a day, cut his own hair, go 
without new clothes, entertainment or 
anything else for himself until we 
have a copying machine. 

What will you do for YOUR family? 
Your donations can be made in mem

ory of a deceased loved one or as a 
memorial to a living relative. Please 

~ve us the details on.this. All 
r ~ntributions will be printed in the 

tamily newsletters. Send your don
ations to: Mrs. Adrian Roper, 3845 
17th Ave., Columbus, Ga. 31904. 

Thanks to all who have helped so far~ 
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REUNION cont. from page 1) 
service will be held in the restored 
church at the pari, starting at 10 AM. 
We will hold a family gathering in the 
church at 11 AM and break for a picnic 
at noon. 

Following our picnic, we will hold 
a family auction-sale. Bring anything 
you like to donate for this sale: it 
can be any kind of handcrafts or store
bought items, as well as homebaked 
goodies such as cakes, pies, cookies, 
etc. Cousin Nonie Woodham Dorsey has 
donated three beautiful hand crocheted 
afghans to be sold. If you are good 
at making toys, woodwork, sewing, paint
ing, etc., please bring something to 
donate. We will also have a drawing 
for a beautiful quilt. All proceeds 
will be used toward purchase of a cop
ier for the Club. 

Robert Earl will be at the Day's 

Inn Saturday night. 



Honor Roll 
A special tribute should be paid to our cousin Nonie Murl Woodham 
Dorsey of Henderson, Texas. Nonie was among the first to respond when 
we announced a fund-raising campaign to buy a copying machine for the 
Family Club. 

Nonie, a widow, lives on a small Social Security check--her only income. 
Although she was not able to contribute money, Nonie wanted earnestly to 
help as best she could. None has a talent--she is a real artist with a 
needle. For many years, she has been making hand-crocheted afghans for 
friends and neighbors. These folks give her thread to make them with 
and Nonie turns the plain thread into a work of art. 

So Nonie went to work and produced not one but three afghans. These 
will be sold at the National Reunion and the proceeds donated to the 
fund campaign. Thank you so much Nonie! She stated they were " ... made 
with love for you all." 

Nonie M. Woodham Dorsey, Henderson, Texas hand-made afghan 
Mary c. Woodham 
hand-made afghan 

In Memory of her parents, James Harley and 

In Memory of her brothers James Adus and 
John Dalton Woodham and her sister, Lottie 
Lorena ("Rena" ) 
In Memory of her grandson, Burt Ellis Dorsey hand-made afghan 

IDruths 
PERRY GILLUM WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--Perry Gillum 
Woodham died 31 Oct. at 
age 80. 

Perry was born 24 Dec., 
1903 in Dale County, son 
of Gillum David Woodham 
and Anna Lenorah Peacock. 

Perry was a veteran 
of World War II. He was 
a member of the Echo 
Masonic Lodge. 

Burial was in Westview 
Cemetery here. 

Surviving are his 
wife, Mrs. Flossie w. 
Woodham; step daughters 
Mrs. Virginia Weeks, Oz
ark and Mrs. Frances 
Grantham, Columbus, Ga.; 
sister Mrs. Mary Morrott, 
Ozark; brothers Joseph 
Molton Woodham and John 
Richmond Woodham (since 
deceased), both of Ozark. 

* * * 

Mrs. GERALD w. WOODHAM 

LAND 0 1 LAKES, Fla.-
Mrs. Exie Lois Walker 
Woodham died 23 Mar. 
at age 70. 

Masonic Nursing Home. U 
John was born 9 Mar., 

1896 in Dale County, Ala. 
son of Gillum David 
Woodham and Anna Lenorah 
Peacock. He was a member 
of the Echo Masonic Lodge. 

Exie was born near He served with the Civil-
Blue Springs, Ala., dau- ian Conservation Corps 
ghter of Warren E. Wal- during the 1940's. 
ker and his wife Althea. Burial was at Mt. Car-
She had lived in the mel Methodist Church. 
Tampa area for 10 years. Surviving are sisters, 

Surviving are her hus- Mrs. Mary Morott, Ozark 
band, Gerald Weems Wood- and Mrs. Priscilla Griggs; 
ham; daughter, Mrs. Judith brother, Joseph Molton 
Hyder, Tampa; son, Gerald Woodham, Ozark. 
L. Woodham, Land O'Lakes;* * * sister, Mrs. Ozie w. 
Woodham, Clopton, Ala.; 
four brothers, Lury, Will
iam, Cecil and Cary Wal
ker; 7 grandchildren; 2 
great grandchildren. 
* * 

JOHN RICHMOND WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--John Rich
mond Woodham, 89, died 

* 

6 Apr. in the Montgomery 

JOHN DAVID WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.~-John David 
Woodham, 43, died 14 Feb. 

Burial was at Ozark 
Cemetery. 

Survivors include hi1;\...., 
wife, Mrs. Mattie Pearl 
Woodham; sons Lennie.and 
Bradley, Dothan, and Will
iam, Indiana; mother, Mrs. 
Lucile Woodham, Dothan; 
sister, Mrs. Betty Baxley; 
~--L~-- ~-L- •~---•~--~~-



NOTES .... 

REUNION IN GERMANY 
While we are holding 

our National Reunion on 
'°"morial Day weekend in 
' Jthan, another reunion 

of sorts will be taking 
place in W. Germany. 

Clifford N. and Jack
ie Woodham of Tampa, 
Fla. are now visiting 
their son David E. and 
his wife. David is in 
the military service, 
stationed in Germany. 
* * * 
GET WELL SOON ... 
Herbert Woodham of Iron 
City, Ga. has been very 
ill recently and at 
last word was in the 
hospital again, follow
ing an earlier stay. 

Herbert has been in 
very poor health since 
the death of his wife, 
Johnnie Ruth, l½ years 
ago. He is the son of 
John Wesley and Lillie 

~e Woodham. 
We hope you will be 

well and active again 
soon, Uncle Herbert. 
* * * 
REMEMBER REUNION 
* * * 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GUS~ 

Guthrie Welborne 
Woodham Sr., known to 
family and friends as 
"Daddy Gus", is on the 
mends following a re
operation at a Columbia 
hospital. 

Gus celebrates his 
96th birthday 22 May. 
Happy Birthday and many 
more! 
* * * 
SICKNESS WON'T STOP HER 

We are also sorry to 
hear that Lois Woodham 
(Mrs. Emory cross) of 
Iron City, Ga. has been 

~n ill health lately. 
r~But poor health won't 

Let Lois stop her gard
ening. Lois and Emory 
have made an annual 
tradition of having one 

of the best gardens in 
Seminole County, Ga. 

Hope the summer weather 
wiJl bring better days 
for you, Aunt Lois. 
* * * 
MORE INFO SENT IN 

A new-found friend 
and possibly relative, 
Mrs. Dorothy Keith of 
Pasadena, Calif. has 
sent in more detailed 
information on a family 
Bible that lists the 
birthdates of Aris 
Woodham Senior and his 
wife Rachel and all th
eir children. Dorothy 
has also revealed in
formation which indi
cates Rachel may have 
been a Beasley rather 
than a Richardson. The 
question will require a 
great deal more research 
when we can go to South 
Carolina again. 
* * * 
MOVES TO WASHINGTON 

David Hulon Woodham, 
formerly of Dothan, Ala. 
and Atlanta, has moved 
to Washington, DC. We 
wish you success in your 
new work and life 
there, David. Dav
id is • the· son of 
James Fletcher and 
Sallie Woodham of 
Dothan, Ala. 
* * * 
HITTIN' THE TRAILS 

Adrian Roper, dau
ghter of the late 
Tessie Inez Wood
ham, is on a vac
ation cross-coun-
try trip. She 
sent a card from 
Laredo, Tex. and 
was on her way to 
San Francisco and 
other sites. They 

on the birth of their 
first child, Andrew Dowl
ing Woodham III. 

The advertisement below 
appeared in the "Lee Co
unty Observer" newspaper 
in Bishopville, announc
ing the good news. 
* * * 

WEDDING 
WOODHAM BURDESHAW 

OZARK, Ala.--Eula Mae 
( 11 Dina") Woodham and John 
Emory Burdeshaw were mar
ried here 14 Feb. 

Dina is the daughter of 
the late Daniel Eli Wood
ham and Mrs. Eula v. Har
rell of Echo, Ala. She 
is a graduate of Carroll 
High School here and of 
Wallace Junior College, 
Dothan. She was employed 
by Ala. Air National Gu
ard until the wedding. 

John is the son of Mr. 
& Mrs. J. D. Burdeshaw 
and is employed by Ala. 
Air National Guard also. 
The couple will reside in 
Camp Springs Community 
near Columbia, Ala. 

It's 

A 

Boy!!![ 
€ Congtatulations 0 

will be home for 
the reunion. 
* * 

IT'S A BOY! 
Congragulations 

* 

to Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 
Dowling Woodham Jr. 

of Bishopville, SC 
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Andrew & Diane 
And Much 

Happiness To 
t!fJOAndrew Ill-"'===~ 



At this year's National Reunion, we 
are going to turn some very serious 
business into a lot of fun. As part 
of the Family Club's effort to raise 
funds to buy a copying machine and 
typewriter, we are holding a family 
auction-sale. 

PLEASE try to bring or send some
thing to be sold. You can donate 
handcrafts, baked goods, antiques or 
store-bought items. 

We already have three very beaut
iful crocheted afghans made by Nonie 
Woodham Dorsey of Henderson, Texas. 
Such afghans sell for $100 or more 
at Atlanta flea markets and other 
places. They represent a great deal 
of talent, patience, artistry and es
pecially love on the part of Nonie. 

So that we can really get into the 
spirit of things, we need someone in 
the family who has some experience 

Official Publication of the Woodham Family Oub 

News of the Woodham Family of America 
- -

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor and Publisher 

Woodham Family Journal 
P.O. Box 7446 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 
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SALE! 
at holding an auction. This is a crv 
ce to show your stuff! We need volun
teers. If we can't find an auctioneer 
in the family, we will settle for just 
a sale and still have a lot of fun. 

If you can sew, crochet, knit, bake, 
do woodwork, make pot~ery, ceramics, 
do leatherwork, carpentry or any other 
kind of handcraft, you are urged to do
nate items to this sale. If you can 
make such things as toys, quilts, furn
iture, clothing, spreads, bookcases, 
pottery, ceramics; if you like to bake, 
bring along cakes, pies, cookies and 
other goodies; if you have a green th
umb, bring potted plants; if you love 
painting and sketching, bring your art 
work. 

All proceeds will be used to help 
us buy a copier. The auction-sale will 
take place at 1 PM following the fam
ily picnic at Landmark Park. 

,-.r ' ,,,, m. great ticket price for $1 
A drawing will be held at the NationU 
Reunion to pick the lucky winner of a 
very beautiful quilt. 

The multicolored quilt was sewn by 
Adrian Hundley Roper of Columbus, Ga. 
and her sisters Winnie H. Wertz of Cot
tonwood, Ala. and Kathryn H. Hughs, Tal 
lahassee, Fla. One of Adrian's daugh
ters helped by sewing the fringe and 
other children helped by selling tick
ets, making it a real family project. 

You can buy tickets for the quilt 
at just $1 each. You can purchase as 
many tickets as you like. 

This is something you can cherish 
and hand down in your family for gen
erations to come. All proceeds go to 
help the Club buy a copier. 

Send your checks to: Adrian Roper, 
3845 17th Ave. Columbus, Ga. 31904. 

j:-,_ • "°"· 

-- ..... 
• I .· 



''Family Of The Year'' 
f~o annual awards have been estab
lished by the Woodham Family Club 
and will be presented for the first 
time at this year 's Woodham National 
Reunion in Dothan , Alabama. 

The "Family of the Year" Award 
will be presented each year from now 
on t o an outstanding family group : 
a husband and wife team or the ch
ildren of a particular couple. The 
awards will honor their overall ex
ceptional achievements as a family . 

In particular , the awards will 
recognize: 

• outstanding accomplishment in 
civic and family affairs 

, devotion to community, friends 
and neighbors 

• loyalty, devotion and contin
to the Woodham 

ARABELLA WOODHAM and daughter 
Beulah , .May, 1941 
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The "Member of the Year" Award 
will be presented annually to the mem
ber or members who have shown except
ional loyalty and service to the Wood
ham Family Club. 

Specifically, the award will honor~ 

• outstanding service to the Wood
ham Family Club through specific 
projects and programs 

• devotion to and love for our 
Family 

• respect for and service to our 
Family Club's purpose and goals . 

The "Member of the Year" Award wil l 
be the highest and most respected hon
or the Woodham Family can pay to a 
relative . 

The next issue of the family news
letter will carry a special article 
about the winners of these two awards. 

One of the many "missing" family gr
oups of the Woodham family is that of 

Arabell a Woodham . This is a classical 
situation whereby relatives move to 
different parts of the country and th
eir descendants lose contact with the 
rest of the family. 

Arabella was born in 1868 in Chamb
ers County , Ala., daughter of Aris and 
Amanda Wilson Woodham. Aris was the 
son of Edward and Clarissa Woodham. 
Aris lived most of his lie in s.c ., 
Upson Co ., Ga. and Heard Co ., Ga . 

The courthouse in Heard Co., where 
Arabella grew up, burned in the 1890's 
and all records were lost . Because of 
this , we know very little about the 
daughters of Aris . 

Fannie Belle Woodham Kendrick , a dau
ghter of E . D. Woodham and granddaughter 
of Ari s , said Arabella married Joe Mc
Whorter and lived at Bowdon, Ga . 

If you are aware of any living des
cendants of Arabella and Joe Mcwhorter , 
please let us know . we do not know 
any of her children . 
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~ 
Chris moved to frontier Cherokee C~ 

Tex. in the early 1850 1 s and later to 
Anderson Co., Tex. before moving back 
to Dale Co. about 1860. 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Woodham Family Historian 

To most folks today, Edward Christ
:opher ("E.C. II, "C.C. 11

, "Chris") 
Woodham would not seem a very note
worthy person. He probably wasn't. 

He did not accumulate great wealth. 
He never accomplished anything extra
ordinary. He never gained fame. He 
was illiterate. He was a farmer on 
a modest sc.ale and a typical South
erner of his time ... what you might 
call the "average Joe". 

Yet were it not for Chris Woodham, 
several hundred descendants would 
not exist today. He was born about 
1824 in what is no Lee County, SC, 
son of Aris Woodham Jr. When just a 
boy, Chris came with his father and 
family to the frontier of Southeast 
Alabama. He grew up in Dale County. 

He married Joanna ("Jody", "Jodie", 
"Joe Annie") Riley, daughter of John 
and Mary Riley. They had at least 
ten children: 

Cynthia (born 1845); John Wesley 
(b. 1847), married Eliza A.; Moses 
("Mode") (1848-1907), m Elizabeth 

V. Peacock; William (1850); Ira Ed
ward (1854~1938) m Millie Ann En
finger; Thomas L. (1856-1891) m 
Nellie E. Enfinger; Joseph Chris
topher ("Joe") (1858-1945) m Rhoda 
Mae Andrews; Uriah Daniel (1861-), m 
Sarah Frances Woodham, daughter of 
Presley Nelson Woodham; Jasper Rich
ard (1863-1936) m Laura F. Woodham, 
daughter of Edward Harley Woodham 
Jr.; and Carrie Elizabeth (1864-), 
m J.B. Andrews. 

Nothing else is known of Cynthia, 
William and Carrie. John Wesley 
died young in the 1870's I believe. 
The remaining six sons produced a 
large number of descendants, scat
tered throughout the nation today. 
Joe moved to Rapides Parish, La. in 
the 1890's and has many descendants 
today in Louisiana and Texas. The 
other children of Chris remained in 
Alabama. Chris and Joanna had at 
least 64 known grandchildren and 
more than 200 great grandchildren. 
And therein lies Chris' claim to 
destiny. By sheer numbers, the des
cendants of Chris have ensured cont-
inuation of the family name. 
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He was drafted into the Confederate 
Army in 1863 and on 11 Oct., at age 40, 
was enlisted in the "Henry Pioneers", 
Company G, 15th Alabama Regiment of 
Infantry. During the War Between the 
States, a man could pay someone else 
to take their place. On 15 Aug., 1864, 
Chris' son John Wesley enlisted as a 
substitute for his father. John's age 
was first listed as 16, then struck 
through and listed as 17. The Army 
kept Chris anyway. He served in Tenn
essee and Virginia. Chris' brother, 
Ira Aris, enlisted as a substitute for 
Chris and died in a yankee prison at 
Elmira, NY. 

After the war, Joanna and Chris sep
arated. He turned over their farm to 
her and his children. On 30 Oct., 
1867 at Bainbridge, Ga., he married 
Louesta Kennedy and moved to central. 
Florida. U 

My great uncle, Lon Woodham, told 
me that when he was about 6 or 7 years 
old, he went with his father Ira Ed
ward to visit his grandfather Chris 
at Arcadia, Fla. This would have been 
about 1907-8. Lon said he could rem
ember that Chris had "two boys". 

To date, I have not been able to 
learn any more information about his 
children by his second marriage. 

No one has been able to tell me 
when or where Chris died nor where he 
is buried. Since I have never been 
able to visit that area of Florida to 
do research, Chris' later years still 
remain a mystery. 

Apparently the shock of divorce and 
remarriage caused a complete severance 
of most relations by the family. 

Joanna remained in Dale Co. with her 
children. One of the oldest deeds on 
record in Dale Co. is one dated 1876, 
when Chris signed over the farm to 
Joanna. The Dale courthouse burned V 
the 1880's and all records were des
troyed. This deed was re-recorded 
after the fire. Jodie is buried at 
the Woodham Cemetery at Newton. 



HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

EDWARD CHRISTOPHER ( "Chris", "E.C.", "C.C." WOODHAM Date May, 1985 

1824 Where 

Where 

Where 

Darlington (now Lee) County, S. C •Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

Florida Address P. O. Box 7446 

When Buried Florida City Atlanta State Ga. 30357 
-------------------

When Married (1) ca 1844 (2) 30 Oct.1867whm Sl) Dale Co.Ala (2) Bainbridge ,Ga. 
Other Wives 
Numb« 1,2,etc. ( 2) Louesta Kennedy 

His Fath°' ARIS WOODHAM 
Iii, Grandfather ARIS _ WOODHAM 

JUD j OT His Mother's l\1aiden Naml" ________________ _ 

Senior m, Gnrnrlmoth« RACHEL BEASLEY 

This infonnation obtained from 

Dale County, Ala, Vital Records 
Dale co., Ala. Deed Records 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME (1) JOANNA ( "Jodie", __:'irody", "Joe Annie" l RILEY 
Decatur Co., Ga. Vital Records 

" 

When Bom 

When Died 

18 November, 1814 (20) Whm Darlington (now Lee) Co., s_. c. u.s. Census, Dale Co., Ala. for 
1850, 1870, 1880 

3 April, 1890 Where Dale __ CoulltY,_ Al<!l;,ama 

When Buried-,----------------- Whm Woodham Fami J y Cemetery. Qa J e ca Confederate Military Records 
Other Husbands 11 

Numberl,2,etc. --------------------------------------- Riley's Genealogical Survey" 

Her Father JOHN RII,EY Her Mother's Maiden Name MARY ( "_Poll:,r") Florence Hester Woodham 

Her Grandfather ______________ _ Her Grandmother -------------------- -l~•~P~o~JN~o=o~d=b~a~m=------------
Male CIULDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN State WHEN DIED or (In order of birth) Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED -• 

F 1 CYNTHIA ( "SINTHIA 11
) WOODHAI 1845 

Who 
Dale Ala. When 

M 2 JOHN WESLEY WOODHAM 1847 II 
Who ELIZA I\ 

II 187 When 

WhoELIZl\.BETH :,i'IRGINIA PEAC 
M 3 MOSES I "Mode" l WOODHAM 18 Jan. ,1848 " II 8 Oct.1907 When ca 1873 

r:ocK 

Who 
M 4 WILLIAM WOODHAM 1850 n II 

When 

3 Oct.1931 
WhoMII,I,IE ANN ENFINGER 

M 5 IRA EDWARD WOODHAM 31 Jan •• 1854 Cherokee Texas When ~;:ii 1877 
Who NELLIE E. ENFIN~EE 

M 6 THOMAS L. WOODHAM 4 Apr. ,1856 " " 19 Auql89' When l < .Tn l" l R7 < 
Who BHOD~ MAE ANDRE:t!S 

M 7 JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER ("Joe" 27 Oct.,1858 Anderson II 15 Janl945 , Q7f; When --
Who SARAH FRANCES WOODHAM 

M s URIAH DANIEL WOODHAM 13 Mar. ,1861 Dale Ala. 19 When l 7 - r. 1881 
Who I,IIUB/1 F'T.nRTnA WOODHAM 

M 9 JASPER RICHARD WOODHAM 1 Mar .. 1R63 II II 30Sentl936 When 7q - . "~ ~" l R92 
Who ,I B 8NQRENS 

F lO CARRIE ELIZABETH ("Carv") 1864 II n 19 When '"' 
r,, ____ ..... __ , nr, n 

Who 
11 (children bv 2nd marriacre When 

12 at least two sons) Who 
When 
Who 

M 13 WOODHAM 18 Fla. When 

C r Who -M 14 WOODHAM 18 II l ---When 



In Seareh of History 

N ewspapers are the only daily record of our lives available to everyone. 
They are the best source of history of a community. One of the major goU 

als of the Woodham Family Club is to gather and preserve a copy of every type 
record we can find on our family, including newspaper and magazine articles. 
PLEASE help us in this effort. Clip out articles you see in your hometown 
paper which even mention a Woodham or descendant and send to us. If you have 
old articles you have saved over the years, PLEASE make xerox copies and send 
these to the Family Club. 

These newspaper articles are preserved in our Woodham Family National Lib
rary along with our other family records. We now have more than 30 notebooks 
and scrapbooks full of news articles. They are arranged bu subject: books of 
marriage notices, engagements, two on society news, military news, the Woodham 
National Reunion, three on school news, three on sports, two of obituaries and 
many on regular news. 

Over the years, Woodham Family Historian Robert Earl Woodham has spent hund
reds of dollars to buy copies of newspaper articles from courthouses, libraries 
and archives. Some copies cost $5 a page. These articles can be used by fut
ure generations to remember and learn more about us today. 

We consider newspaper obituaries to be one of the most important kind of re
cord we preserve on the Family. We want to get copies of every obituary ever 
written on every Woodham in the nation. Most obituaries include a person's age 
and sometimes their date of birth; this may be the only record we can find ab
out when and where a person was born. From obituaries, we can also learn what 
church relatives were members, organizations and clubs they belonged to, if 
they were a veteran, employment and most important of all, a list of their sur
vivors. The passing of time fades memory and who a relative's sisters and bro
thers and chidren were and who they married can be forgotten. An obituary U 
preserves this information. 

PLEASE clip every news article you see and send to us. Make copies of old 
ones you have. 

Woodhams will 
gather Sunday 

A state-wide family rewiion 
for the Woodhams of South 
Carolina will be held Swiday, 
Aug. 19 at Lee State Park. 

All Woodhams and their 
descendants are invited to 
attend the all-day conclave. 

Everyone is asked to bring 
a picnic basket for a picnic to 
be held in the park's picnic 
area. The activities will begin 
at 10 a.m. with a social 
gathering lasting witil noon. 
The picnic will begin at noon, 
with everyone spreading 
together. 

Everyone is also urged to 
bring their family Bibles, old 
and recent photographs, 
obituaries and other family 
records to display during the 
reunion. Robert Earl 
Woodham, president of the 
Woodham Family 
Association, will have a 
display of several thousand 
Woodham records collected 
over a period of more than 20 
years. A copying machine will 
also be on hand so the 
Association can copy family 
records that family members 
bring to the reunion. 

THE LEE COUNTY MESSENGER, Bishopville, S. C. 

Be sure and clip 
the name and date 
of the newspaper 
as shown here. 
This will tell 
future generat
ions when and 
where an event 
took place. In 
the case of obit
uaries, it will 
tell when a per
son died. This 
is called a 
"dateline". Clip 
it from the top 
of the page of 
the newspaper. 
It is like the 
"reference" at 
the back of a 
book, telling 
where the info 
was found. 

Wednesday, August 15, 1979 

~ 
10 

Mrs. Llllte Mae Woodham ~ 

Mrs. Lillie Mae Woodham, .75, g 
of Iron City, passed away Wed- !:., 
nesday afternoon In a Marshall- ~ 
ville nursing home after a lengthy i 
illness, ;-

She was a native of Dale Coun- -
ty, Ala, and daughter of the late ~ 
Charlie Sanders and Nancy Ar- ;... 
rington Sanders and widow of :; 
John Wesley Woodham, t 

Funeral services were held '-' 
Frida~• afternoon at the Iron City ~ 
Baptist Church, with Rev. Luther ~ 
Hastey officiating. Intermentfol
lowed in the Corinth Cemetery 
with Evans Funeral Home dtrect-
~g. ~ 

Survivors include three sons, " ;;i Hubert Woodham andBlllyWood- c. ., 
ham, Iron City, Henry Woodham, ;:i 
Ft. Myers, Fla.j two daughters, """' 
Mrs. John L. Jackson, Albany ~ 
nnd Mrs. Emory Cross, Iron ; 
City; one brother, Noah Sanders, ~ 
St. Petersburg, Fla.; one sister, V 
Mrs. QuUlte Baker, F"'rt Myer&. :. 
Fla.j 13 grandChildren and 11 g-reat ::;: 
grandchildren~ '° 

Pallbearers were c. s._Wad'."'_ 
dell, Ed Ard, Slim Ausley, Pryor 
Lane, James Allgood and Junior 
Bowen. 



Dedication to family marks day 

your own Family Reunion. 

---Jffttmill! 
THE 

"FAMILY REUNION" 
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pq 
~ REMEMBER REUNION! ~Iii 

~v PLAN YOUR ~ 
MEMORIAL DAY 

0 
PICNIC AROUND ~ 

your fa1nily [ 
'<l 

Daddy, 
Uncle, 

Sister, Brother, Children, 
Grandchildren, Cousin ... 

Granny, Granddaddy, 

That's what it's all about folks ... your Woodham National Reunion 
is about YOUR Family! 

Your NATIONAL reunion should be the most important event of the 
year for you. It's the one weekend a year set aside for your 
Family. Is it too much to ask to give just one weekend a year 
to your Family? 

If you need an excuse, then take off and go fishing; by all means, 
keep up that "perfect attendance" at church--never mind a "perfect 
record" with your family; if you don't care, then go to the beach 
or just make up an excuse. But if you do CARE ... corne join your 
folks. It just may be the last time yousee a loved relative. 

Bring Marna and Daddy; bring the children--they should get to know 
your brother's and sister's chidlren better, not to mention all 
their other relatives. Make a real family affair of this wonderful 
event. Make every Woodham National Reunion something to remember 
the rest of your lives. 
Dothan, Alabama; Landmark Park on U.S. 431; Sunday, 26 May, 1985 

· Do yourself a··favor ... get in on it-! 
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Family Photo Albun1 
Send Family Pictures 

-~ ,..J' 

~,~_,,,., ·--
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i 
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Mama and Daddy are long dead now. Do you find it becoming harder ( J 
to descrLbe how they looked to your grandchildren? It would be much -i 
easier if you had pictures of them but those were all lost. How many j 

times did you say you were going to copy them but never got around to 
it. Now it's too late and time is dimming memory. 

The Woodham Family Club has just published our first "Woodham Family 
Photo Album, Volume I". This is the first phobo album ever published 
on the Woodham family. We hope it will become an annual tradition; 
we are planning to publish a volume of photos every year from now on, 
to be issued at every annual Woodham National Reunion each May. 

The purpose of the albums are to collect and preserve as many pict
ures of our Family as we can before they become lost to future genera
tions, Such pictures are among our most treasured family legacies and 
must be preserved. Printing a family album so all can share them is 
the only way the Family Club can afford this expensive program. 

The photo albums were conceived by Woodham Family Historian Robert 
Earl Woodham as the most economical way of copying, preserving and 
making family photos available to all the family. Robert Earl has 
been collecting Woodham family photos for years in an effort to preserve 
them, He is trying to get pictures of every Woodham relative. 

We urge you send us copies of pictures to preserve in the Family Lib
rary and to print in future volumes of the Woodham Family Photo Album, 
We especially want copies of very old pictures. In many cases, only 
one copy of a picture exists for relatives who are dead. Before they 
become lost, we want to copy and preserve them. 

See page 13 to order your copy of the Photo Album. 

, ? 



Order Woodham Books Now 

We are proud to ann
ounce " THE WOODHAM FAM-
ILY INDEX" has been 
printed and the "WOOD
HAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM" 
Volume I, is being pre-
pared for printing. 

Both these books wi
ll be available at this 
year ' s Woodham National 
Reunion at Dothan , Ala . 

To save money and be 
abl e to afford t o get 
t hem printed , we are 
having a quick- copy pr-
inting company print 
them on a high- resolut-

WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY 

WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM 

ion copying machine rather than having them printed on a printing press. It 
means the photos in the Photo Album wi ll not be as perfect as if negatives and 
plates were made and printed on a press . However , the cost of this is entire
ly beyond our financial means. The quick- copy process is far better than not 
doing anything about trying to preserve our family ' s treasured p ictures. 

We have printed about 15 extra copies of the " INDEX". We will also print 
about a dozen extra copies of the "PHOTO ALBUM". 

You can pick up your copies of these books at the National Reunion to be 
ld in Dothan 25 and 26 May . The family will have an all- day gathering at 

_ dlldmark Park on U. S . Highway 431 north of downtown , on Sunday , 26 May . The 
books will be available then . For those of you unable to attend the National 
Reunion, we will reserve your copies and mail them to you after the Reunion. 

" THE WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX" is the first index of its kind ever published on 
any family in the world . It is unique in that it is not only a list of al l 
the known Woodhams in our family but also in the unusual fact anyone can use 
it to trace the direct ancestry of any Woodham whose roots are in the South . 
All the Woodhams listed are direct descendants of Thomas Woodham (I) , the first 
Woodham to come to America , and their wives . 

The INDEX contains more than 7,000 listings . It lists t he year each person 
was born , where they were born and their father ' s or husband ' s name . It is 
the result of more than 30 years research by Robert Earl Woodham , the Woodham 
Family Historian . It contains every known Woodham from the year 1656 to 1984. 

The " WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM", Volume I, will contain more than 100 pho
tos showing more than 200 Woodham relatives from many states. The oldest pic
ture was made in 1878. The other pictures range in age from the 1890's up to 
the 1980's . 

We will reprint the booklet, "Woodham Family History", an introduction to 
our family 's history . However, this will not be done until after the National 
Reunion. We will print only the number of copies ordered so you must order 
your copy in advance . 

If you have not ordered your copy of these three books yet , we urge you to 
do so now. Only a limited number of copies are being printed of each one . 
The costof the INDEX was voted upon at a family reunion in South Carolina . 

We also urge you to join or renew your membership in the Woodham Fami l y 
.ub for 1985 . Annual membership dues are $10 and include a subscription to 

this family newsletter . Make your checks for membership dues and for the ab
ove books payable to : Woodham Family Club . 
" WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX" ... $25 ; "WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM " . .. $10 ; "WOODHAM 
FAMILY HISTORY" ... $7 . 

13 



~oo~qant 
Jffamil~ Q.Tluh of J\meri.ca 

Founders and Sponsors of: 

~oohqam ~ational ~union 
~oohqam ~ational ~ihrarl! 
'ffiqe ~oohqam Jlourna_l 

If you are a Woodham, descendant or spouse of a Woodham, you are invited 
and urged to join and support YOUR family club. 

The Woodham Family Club is a non-profit, national family club for all 
members of the Woodham family. The Club is the only national organization 

V 

in America devoted to presering our family's heritage and reuniting our 
family. Work began on the club in 1978; it was formally inaugurated in 1979 
by Robert Earl Woodham, the Woodham Family Historian. He has spent thousands 
of hours and thousands of dollars and more than 30 years on his hobby of fam~ 
ily research. He volunteers his time and effort for the Club--he receives 
no pay for up to 60 hours a week or more on "family work". 

Robert Earl founded and sponsored the Woodham Family National Reunion in 
1979, holding the first event at Eufaula, Alabama. He also established the 
Woodham National Library. Our Family Library contains thousands of records 
and historic documents on Woodhams and descendants. It is the largest 
collection of information ever gathered on our family and includes inform
ation on thousands of Woodham marriages, census records, .deeds, military 
records, newspaper and magazine articles, obituaries, wills, cemetery and 
death records, photographs and much more. We gladly share this with you. 

The Woodham Family Club's main purposes are: V 
(1) to gather and preserve our family history and information on living 

relatives; 
(2) reunite our scattered Family and inform all relatives about our 

mutual kinship, 
Our main goals are: 

• collect Woodham Family information, records and photographs; 
• preserve these in our Woodham National Library; 
• sponsor the Woodham Family National Reunion; 
• sponsor a national family newsletter ("The Woodham Family Journal"); 
• sponsor publication of books and photo albums to preserve our family 

history and make it available to all who want to know about their 
heritage. 

In order to do all this work for you, the Club must pay for such things as 
stationery, typing paper, pens, glue, typewriter ribbons, envelopes, liquid 
typing correction fluid, notebooks, staples, rulers, felt pens, art supplies, 
plastic covers, mail box rental, printing, postage, purchase of family records 
xerox copies, razor blades, folders, stamp pad, typesetting, printing and 
postage for the newsletters and a host of other items. It isn't easy without 
your help. 

Our Woodham Family Club projects are sponsored through your annual member
ship dues and donations. If you are proud to be a part of the Woodham 
family--SHOW IT! Join and support your Woodham Family Club; take a part in 
your family and do it with pride! PLEASE ... renew your memberships every 
year. 

Annual membership dues are $10. Send your membership dues to: V 
Woodham Family Club, P.O. Box 7446, Atlanta, Ga. 30357 
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Fill Out Your Family Sheets 

!!PLEASE!! 

Are you proud to be a part of the Woodham Family? 

Most of us take our family for granted. We are 
close to our brothers and sisters until we leave 
home and set up our own homesteads. After that, 
we drift apart. By the time our own children grow 
up, they barely know the children of our brothers 
and sisters. 

Very few of us are aware of the fact we are all 
part of one family. And as we become more and more 
scattereaacross the nation and even to foreign 
countries, we grow even further apart. Funerals 
have become the only times for family gatherings. 

One of the main purposes of the Woodham Family 
Club is to gather and preserve information on our 
Woodham family from its beginnings in America in 
the 1650's up to those born today. The baby born 
into our Family yesterday is now a part of our 
"family history". 

We are trying to gather and preserve all this 
family history, with information on every Woodham 
and descendant since 1650. 

On the next page, you will find one of our standard 
family sheets. We are trying to complete one of 
these on every Woodham and descendant who lived 
to be an adult. 

PLEASE ... take the time to fill out this family 
sheet on your own immediate family; make some 
xerox copies of it and fill out one on your Woodham 
parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, your 
married children, grandchildren and your aunts and 
uncles; and return these to us. 

We now have several thousand of these family 
sheets on our family. However, there is still 
much work to be done to gather information, especially 
on relatives born in the last 50 years. 

Please ca:tt:e enough about your family to take 
an active,,part in this project. Every time a Woodham 
dies, a piece of our history is lost forever. 
Don't let this happen to you. 

15 



HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

When Buried __________________ _ 

\\'hen Married 
Other Wive, 
Number 1,2,etc. 

His Father 

His Grandfather 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

When Buried ____________________ _ 
Other Husband& 
Number 1,2,etc. 

Her Father 

Her Grandfather 

Mak CIULOREN or (In order of birth) e 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

II 

12 

13 

14 <... 

Where 

Wht're 

Where 

Where 

Ilis Motht'r 1s Maiden Namt' 

His Grandmother 

\\'here 

Where 

Where 

Her Mother's Maiden Name -------------------
II er Grandmother ________________________ _ 

Date 

Compiler 

Address 

City State 

This information obtained from 

WOODHAM F'Al'ltILY CLUB 
P. 0. Box '1446 

Atlanta, Georgia 30367 

WIIEN BORN WHERE BORN State WHEN DIED 
Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRJED 

~>= 
Who 
When 

Who 
When 

Who 
When 
Who 
When 
Who 
When 

Who 

When 

Who 

When 
Who 
When 

Who 
When 

Who 
When 
Who 

When 
Who 

When 
Who 
When 

l Who r 
When -



IDht Bnnhham inurnal 
News of the Woodham Family of America 

Vol. 6 No,l Official Publication of the Woodham Family Oub Sopt,. 11984 

<-Family Affair' 
By Robort llarl \'loodham, • Editor 

In the good old days, familios holp~d oach 
othor with quilting partios, corn huskings, 
poa shollings, houso and barn raisings. Wo 
still havo barboCUoS, show~rs, block partios, 
fund raisors and lots of wondorful occasions 
to holp oach othor, 

Woll, kinfolks, wo aro proud to announco 
TH!! bridal ·shov,,.r, corn husking and fish fry 
of all timo for tho Woodham family! A strong 
offort has bogun to raiso monoy for a copying 
machino to print our nowslottors, books and 
copy family rocords. This is tho most imp
ortant st 0 p takon by our family sinco th~ 

Jll.i,tional Rounion was foundod in 1979, 
f 'I Our "party" has alr•ady bogun, thanks to 
cousin Adrian Hundloy Ropor, daught0 r of tho 
lato Tossio Inoz Woodham, Pdrian wantod to 
do scmothing as a momorial to h,r mothor and 
a tributo to tho family, Sho visitod Rob,rt 
~arl and saw the mountain of rocords ho has 

Campaign Begins To 
Buy Copying Machine 

colloctod and saw ho urgontly noodod docont 
"tools"--a copying machino and typowritor--to 
uso in his volunto,r work for tho family, Ho 
said th• most important n,od was a copior, si
nco Wo could print a larg-r n°wslott-r onco a 
month for moro rolatives; Wo could print books 
such as tho ''W(X)DHAM FPMILY INDEX", Adrian de
cidod this would bo a wond,rful memorial, 

Robort garl tried for almost four yoars to 
buy a usod copior and offico typowrit,r, Ho 
workod ~ yoars as a labor0 r, cut living oxpon
sos to tho bono but still camo up $1,000 short. 
Ho didn't givo up hop 0 but th, offort suro got 
boggod down. Whon hop- lookod dirmnor than 
ov0 r, Adrian camo along, 

Sho shoppod around and bought a usod copi-r 
for $350, It is a 1973 modol, costing $1,600 
now, Unfortunat-ly, Wo could not g-t it to 
work prop-rly, Wo also facod tho problom that 
it prints on only ono sido of spocial paper, 
To get it factory (cont. on pago 4) 

Family's Reunion ls First Class 
DOIBAN, Ala,--Woodhams from throughout tho 
South gathorod horo Memorial Day Wockond 
for thoir sixth annual iloodham Family 
National Rounion. 

Jothan was snl.,ctod this yoar bocauso it 
is homo of moro Woodham rolativos than any 
othor city in the nation, An all-day gath
oring was hold on Saturday at tho Shoraton 
Inn Mot!'!ll. 

A largo number of relativos onjoyod an 
aftornoon program during which Robort marl 
identifiod how oach porson thcro was rolat

A to ono anothor, Many walked in as total 
r 1rangors but soon discovcrod a hall full 

of kinfolks, This program has bocomo tho 
most popular ovont during th 0 fast throe 
National Rounions, Rob-rt ~arl uses a 
chalkboard and records to show oxactly how 
ov~ryono is rolatod. 

Eben W, and Holon Woodham of Nowport, Ark
ansas travolod the gr-atost distancn for tho 
rounion, It was thoir first rounion and camo 
only a fow months aft 0 r th-y made contact with 
Robort l!arl, They woro surprisod to l 0 arn th 0 y 
woro part of such a big family aft 0 r growing up 
as part of a small "lost" branch of th" family 
in Arkansas, 

Lillio Albio Woodham, 92, (Mrs. L. A, Powors) 
of Midland City, Ala, was tho oldost rdativo 
att~nding th~ r~union. Among the oth~r s~nior 
kinfolks was Floroncn H0 stor ("Hot") Woodham 
(,,\rs. Bryant M, Androws), also of Midland City, 
Aunt Hnt, at 84, is a groat groat grandmothor, 

Sunday's gath 0 ring and ~1cnic was hold at 
Dothan's now Landmark Park, a vory nico attract
ion, Tho 1985 Woodham National Rnunion will bo 
hold again at Dothan and at Landmark Park, 
Start making plans now to attond! 



Woodham Heritage ... OUR 
NAMES ••• 

By Robert Earl Woodham 
The Woodham Family Historian 

Considoring thP fact thoro havo boon loss than 12,000 Woodham and Woodhams (with an S) in 
Am~rica sinco th" 1600's (a "small" family compar"d to most), wo havo an uncormnon family mi. J 
I grow up in Southwost Goorgia knowing fow Woodhams. Even aft~r I did l"arn of a fow otho:r:'-' 
Robort Woodhams, I was still confid"nt thoro couldn't bo another Robort Earl. Imagino my 
shock to loarn th,,ro woro throo othors, ono of whom marriod in Sominolo County, Ga.--wh"ro I 
was born! To dato, I havo found 83 Rob"rt Woodhams! And that doosn't includo middl" namos. 

Tho most popular namos in our family aro John ("Johnny") (123 known) and Mary (179), ,,Oth
ors includo (first namos only) :Tamos ("Jim", "Jimmy") 99, William ("Will", "Willio") 98, Ann 
("Annio") 63, Martha 55, l!lizabeth 48, Thomas 41, Franc .. s ("Fanni.,") and Francis (mah) 35, 
Charl;:;s 34, Margar .. t ("Maggio") 32, Nancy 32, Susan 30 and 28 Edward and 4 Edwin. 

The popularity of namos changos with timo. Thus, Minni,, (20) was popular in tho 1880's 
but nono aro known born sinco th" 1920's, All 29 Micha,,ls Woro born sinco 1940, Many Wood
hams havo boon namod for popular l"adors, ont"rtainmont figuros, otc.: Woodrow Wilson 2, Bon
jamin Tillman 3, Goorgo Washington 4, John Wayno 3, Calvin Coolidgo 2, William Cody 3, Dowoy 
3, Robort Loo 5, John Wosloy 13, Androw Jackson, Chostor Arthur, Ulyssos Grant, Bustor Brown, 
Johnny Mack, Martin Van Buron and Grovor Cl"voland. -

Wo also hav" our sharo of unusual namos: Talitha Cumi, Vacubi, Acwon Euleno, B~"ch~r Fonoy, 
Athanasius, Plin .. y Oth"l, Aradoria, Fonzor L""• t!vitus Mylus, Shofner Alfonsa, R"odus Ozias, 
Hossio Joshua, Mallio Maxalino, Hoyt Lathaniol, Cora Juanzotta, Wright Ploasant, Elzie Vadis, 
Pryor Z,,mri, Zada Bolzonia, Emma Buena Vista, Houghlon Mildridgo, Voto Clinton, Pilly Outhor, 
Zonobia Aurora, Blunia, Phoriba Lazinia, Hiram Dollen Swo"ny, Zinnamon Sollio, Loujoania Vad
olla, Lootis, Zolma Una, Roaola and Vootus Lonwood, to nam" a f.,w, Tho longost nam" I know 
of is Asa Flinn Wilson Q. Boaty--known as "B ... aty W." Woodham, 

w., aro just as bad about nicknamos as oth"r familios, v: ... hav;. th,; usual Bill, Jimmy, Joo, 
Botty, Kati .. and Charloy and a lot· of unusual on,-s: !!ck (Escar Verbio), Atha (Athanasius), 
Doll Baby, C, C, (!!dward Christopher), Toppor, Z..o, Skoot, Boat, Happy, Woody (many), Pinch, 
Bunk, Borry (Asbury and Ernberry), D .. go and Boo. Wo havo badly corruptod somo nam .. s: Billy, , 
Joo (William Josoph), Ac,.y, .Ac10, Auzy, l!zzie (Asa), Billy Auzy (William Asa), Garloy Ozi.,s'-' 
( Isaiah), Lizzio, Liza (!!lizabeth), Causol (Caswoll), Ollon (Allon), Hurlio, Holli<> (Hillary 
& Harloy), Oph, Olphy (Thoophilus), Joo Annio (Joanna), Orris (A-is), Yuol, Euel (Ewell), • 
Cag .. (Micaj ah), Laur:f,. Ac,, (Asa Loronzo), Athan Nathan G .. hu (Ath~natius Jnhu), Lan .. y (!!laine), 
Alston (Austin), Mod" (Mos.,s) and many oth.,rs. 

Thor" ar;, 10 known Jam0 s Edward Vioodhams, Six of thes<> hav ... fath"rs nam"d Bill !".dward, Joh 
Edward, James Edward (2) and Jesso Edward. Thero havo boon 22 John Edward, 5 with fathers 
namod John. In 1913, two John H<>nry woro born; in 1929, two Jack wor,- born, both in Covingto 
Co., Ala.! Th"ro havo boon at loast 8 namod John Thomas. In th .. 1970's, I mado many long
distanc" calls to got family information, I was fac"'c! with chaos trying to "ic!ontify" many of 
thorn or anc .. stors who had similar namos. I noodod to straighton thorn out fast to savo oxpon
sivo phon" tim... I startod to make, an ordinary list of all ~:oodhams that might somoc!ay bo th .. 
indox of a book on our family. So many rolativos with tho sam<> first namo .. v .. ntually lod mo 
to add moro and moro information. 

What rosultod is a totally uniqu .. typo of indox, diff,-r.,nt from any othor over publishod on 
any family. Tho systom I invontod lists ovory p<>rson with th<> samo family namo, giving full 
nam,,s, nicknamos and maidon namos of wiv<>s, Sine .. many of us go by middlo namos or nicknamos, 
it is cross-r,,foroncoc! with all thoso I know of. Tho yoar and placo born is listod and tho 
fath .. r or husband. Vii th this ind,,x, you can trac,, any Woodham' s diroct family lino all tho 
way back to our first ancostor in Amorica. You can also loarn how you aro rolatod to ovory 
othor Woodham, 

Tho Indox (about 120 pagos) has somo 7,000 listings, including cross roforonc .. s. It doos 
not includo .. vory Woodham. Thoro ar" still many scatt,-r"d around tho nation that I hav" not 
b0 on ablo to contact yot and somo who aro too stuck up or lazy to bothor sonding family infor
mation. Howovor, it is still th" mo~t comprohonsivo family indox ovor compilod on an ,-nti~ , 
family. '-' 

Tho "WOODHAM FAMILY IND!!X" will be printed just as soon as wo ar,- abl" to buy th" copying 
machin"• Any profit from this projoct will b,. used to buy moro family r .. cords, supplios, otc. 
To,. prico of $25 por copy was sot by family voto at a South Carolina rounion. 

w,. urg,. you to ord .. r your copy N()i, S..nd your chocks to Rob,-,rt l!arl Woodham, P.O. Box 
7446, Atlanta, Ga. 30357. 
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tmDITOR'S NOTE: PLEASE care 
onough to lot us know whon 
~oodham or doscondant 
f 1s,) 

CHRIS Stl!!NDSEN 

TARPON SPRINGS, fla,--Chris 
Swendson dind 14 Mar, at ago 
88, Ho was tho husband of 
Minnio Elmira Woodham, a na
tive of Gonnva County, Ala, 

Chris was born 2 Fob,, 
1896, Ho and Minnio had 
livod in Florida for many 
yoars. 

Burial was at Cycadia Com
otory, Tarpon Springs, 

Surviving aro his wifo, 
Minnio; and a son, John Ca
rl ("Poto") Swondson, Oc
ala, Fla, 
* * * 

CODI!! CECIL WCXlDHAM 

TEXASVILLE, Ala,--Codie 
w.cil Woodham, 76, diod in 
f "irmingham hospital on 
31 May. 

Codio was born 8 Sopt., 
1907 in Barbour Co,, Ala,, 
son of Lovin Oscar Woodham 
and Mabol Adams, Ho was a 
rotirod farmor and mombor 
of Toxasvillo Mothodist 
Church. 

-Burial was at Toxasvillo 
Ct',mj!!,tory. 

Survivors includ,- his wifo 
Mrs, Ruby Kato Bryan Wood
ham; son Josoph Cocil Wood
ham, Montgomory; daughtnr, 
Mrs. Kathy Juno Woodham Wh
oat, Birmingham; sistor, 
Mrs, Mazol Boyd, ToxasvilloJ 
brothors, Loslio Dowling 
Woodham Sr.,-·I!. W. Woodham 
Sr, and Barney M. Woodham, 
all of T,-xasvillo; and a 
grandson. 
* * * 

r\;. W!!.SLEY A. WOODHAM 

MIDJ.J,.ND CITY, Aia,--Mrs, 
Ona Pearl Skinnor Woodham, 
81, diod horn in ,',pril, 

Ona was born 2 Apr., 1902 

in Dalo Co., daughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs, Charlos Skinnnr, Sho 
was tho widow of Wosloy Alvor 
Woodham and was a mnmb"r of 
Chalkhoad Baptist Church, 
Shn and Wosloy had 5 sons and 
3 daughtors. 

Burial was at Chalkhoad. 
Surviving aro daughtors 

Mrs, Clydo Maund, Ozark, Mrs, 
Doris Ackors, Anniston and 
Mrs. Mavis Wright, Midland 
City; sons, J.C. Woodham, 
!nterpriso, Tommy E, Woodham, 
Ozark and H. L. Woodham, Pan
ama City, Fla,; 23 grandchild
ren; and sov~ral groat grand
childr .. n, 
* * * 

WINS MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 

IRON CITY, Ga,--Suzanno Loguo 
was awardod a two•yoar schol
arship to Chipola Junior Col
logo of Marianna, Florida, 

Suzanno is daughtor of Buryl 
and Kathryn Cross Loguo and 
granddaughter of Emory and 
Lois Woodham Cross, all of 
Iron City. She is tho groat 
granddaughtnr of tho lat" Mr, 
& Mrs. John w.,sl,-y Woodham. 

Suzanno, a 1984 graduato of 
Sominolo County High School, 
Donalsonvillo, won tho schol
arship through auditioning. 
Suzanno has b,-on activo in 
music throughout hor high sch
ool yoars. Sh., was accompan
ist for tho school chorus for 
four years and has playod at 
concorts, All Stato compotit
ion, this yoar's Stat; Clinic 
and won first placo in tho ro• 
gion as a sophomoro and socond 
placo in hor junior and s"nior 
y~ars. Sho is listod in Who's 
Who in Music. 

A mombor of Friond•hip Moth
odist Church, Suzanno. also 
Sorvos as tho pianist for tho 
youth and chanc .. 1 choirs. Sho 
also plays for tho Iron City 
Mothodist Church, 

Suzanno studiod piano tho 
last four yoars undor Roy Beard 
Jr. of Colquitt. Hor scholarsh
ip is in appliod piano. Cong
ragulations, Suzanno!! 

Weddings 
WOCDHAM - W It.HE 

DOTHAN, Ala,--Kennoth Mac 
Woodham and Rosomario Wioho 
woro marriod in Wobb 9 Juno, 

Konn.,th is th" son of Mr. & 
Mrs, Johnny Mack Woodham of 
Dothan and grandson of Mrs. 
~unice Woodham of Gonova Co. & 
tho lato Oloy L.,,. Woodham. 

Rosomario is daughtor of Mr, 
& Mrs, Raymond A. Wioh" of of 
Wobb and granddaughtor of Mr, 
& Mrs, Honry Wioho and Mr. & 
Mrs. G. W. Suggs. 

Konnoth is a 1981 graduato 
of Dothan High School and is 
omployod with Saliba Construc
tion Co. horo. 
* * * 

WOODHAM - MASON 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Evelyn Rob
occa Woodham and Allon Dalo 
Mason Woro marriod at Hobron 
Mothodist Church, 30 Junn, 

R.,bocca is th" daughtor of 
Mr. & Mrs. Charl"s Ray Wood
ham of Stokns Bridgo Commun
ity and granddaughtor of Mr. 
& Mrs. Charloy Woodham, 

All"n is son of Mr, & Mrs. 
Charl"s a, Mason of Johnson 
City, Tenn. 

Robocca is a graduato of R. 
2. Leo Acadomy and Winthrop 
Collogo, Allon is a graduato 
of Scionco Hill High School 
and employod with Chuck Mason 
Equipment Salos, Johnson City. 
* * * 

WCODHAM - KI~ 

CONY!!RS, Ga,--Gary L~., Wood
ham Jr, and_Shorry Lynn King 
Woro marriod h"ro 29 July at 
First Baptist Church, 

Lee is tho son of Mr. & Mrs, 
Gary Loo Woodham Sr. and gr• 
andson of Mr. & Mrs. Fonzor 
Loo Woodham, Conyors, 

Shorry is tho daughtor of Mr, 
& Mrs, Wayno Molvin King and 
granddaughtor of Mr. & Mrs. 
Horb.,rt Hall King, 
* * * 



COPYING MACHIN!! ••• 
(cont. from pago 1) roconditionod would 
cost too much monoy. 

So wo havo docidod to lot this bo tho 
start of a major drivo to buy tho kind of 
copior wo dosporatoly nood, Boforo, Rob
ort l!arl tried buying a usod X~rox copior 
costing $1,400 to ovor $2,000, Now, Sha
rp has como out with ono of tho low~st 
pricod machinos ovor at $1,145 that will 
do ov~rything Wo nood •. 

Wo nood propor tools to forgo a unitod 
family, Wo cannot omphasizo tho nood for 
a copior onough. Without tho tools to 
work with, wo will forov~r romain a scat
torod and dividod family; oach going th
oir Soparato way, forgotting our horitago 
and losing sight of family tios. Wo can 
bump along as wo havo so far, without any 
prospoct of a unitod family for gon•rat
ions to como or, wo can do our fair sharo 
and tako that stop Ncm. 

With a copior, Wo can sproad knowl~dgo 
among tho family of our horitago and dis
covor tho moaning of boing part of a 
FAMILY. 

Adrian will bo in chargo of this fund 
raisor. Thanks to this wondorful and 
caring cousin, wo aro now on tho road to 
putting tho family club on its foot, Our 
goal is about $1,200, tho cost of buying 
tho Sharp copior and somo supplios (soo 
tho ad on this pago), It is light onough 
to tako to courthousos, otc. to copy fam
ily rocords wo cannot afford to buy, 

Givo a gift of prido and dignity to 
your childron to como--tho knowl...dgo thoy 
aro part of a proud and wondorful family! 
Donations can bo mado as momorials in 
momory of both living and docoasod lovod 
onos. Wo will print all momorials in tho 
nowslottor, 

COvlING AS SOON As WI! GET A COPIER, 
an 8 page family nowslottor ovory month! 
To., "Woodham Family Indox"; and a book on 
Woodhams in tho armod forcos from Colon
timos up to tho prosont; a book of Wood
ham Comotory rocords; ono on family Biblo 
rocords; and ono with copios of historic 
family rocords from tho 1700's and lSOO's. 

Sond your donations diroctly to and 
mako chocks to: Mrs, Adrian Rop,,r, 3845 
17th Avo,, Columbus, Ga, 31904. 

AMY CROONED "MISS NEWTON" 
NEWTON, Ala,--Amy Camille Woodham was cr
ownod "Miss Nowton" during a rocont pag
oant horo. Amy is daughtor of Jamos Tal
madgo Woodham and Mrs, Martha Enfinger, 
Sho will roprosont Nowton in tho National 
Poanut Fostival. Good looks to you! 

SUND.Av:, AUGUST 19: 1984 :,'.mbt. At1n1t1a(iralirmitASt1dv.iST1nrrro 
' _;, ,, .,.·· 

•• · Sharp~s new Z~60 is the smitl'bu'siriess 
• . copier that's ljig on feaiu~e,s.: ,: .· • ;; :: • •• 

It used to be thal a lot of 
small businesses, like yours, 
couldn't afford to buy a top 
qualit): professional copier. 

If you wanted copies, you 
had to leave your office and 
find the nearest pay copy 
machine. 

Well, the days of second 
rate inconvenient copies are 
over, because Sharp has just 
introduced the amazing Z-60. 

The Z-60 can do nearly 
every copying job you11 ever 
,:,eed, and more. Cost per 
copy will astound you when 
you compare the Sharp Z-60 
to its closest competition. 
You can maintain and service 
it yourself. And, best of all 
you can afford to buy one. 

• Copies on ·a.ii types of Pa~r; 
film, card stock; labels, and 
even on both sides of the 
paper. 

• Copies from .size 2~ 311.a:II!' upto, 10x14". • · · • · ... 

• Copies in black, red, blue and 
brown. . 

• Does multiple copying from 1 • 
to 19 automaticaU¥ 

• Self-diagnostics. 
• Easy access clam shell design. 
• Can be set•up, serviced and 

maintained by ownea. •. 
•·Fits on a desk-top, and weighs 

only 53 lbs. • • • ' 

Come in For a free z···fi· o· ·.·. 
demonstration, today. You'll see. -
why you'll never have.to leave • . . . 
your office for a copy again. · •.. • · • 
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Woodham National Reunion 

DOTHAN , Ala.--The 7th annual Woodham 
National Reunion attracted an excit
ed crowd of Woodham relatives to 
Landmark Park in Dothan , Alabama on 
Memorial Day weekend . 

Woodham relatives from Florida , 
Texas , Georgia and Alabama attended 
the seventh edition of our family's 
national gathering . They came from 
such communities as Columbua, Albany 
and Atlanta , Ga . ; Montgomery, Ozark, 
Huntsville , Midland City , Mobile, 
Newton, Newville , Andalusia, Cotton
wood , Ashford, Headland , Ala .; Waco 
and Moody, Texas ; Apopka, Panama 

ty, Chipley and Lakeland, Fla. -
Just to name a few . 

The food these Woodham kinfolks 
cook up gets better every year . 
There is nothing that can take the 
place of a good old- fashioned fam
ily picnic. Relatives spent the 
day renewing old family ties and 
meeting new kinfolks . 

A new innovation this year was 
our first family auction , hel d to 
raise funds to purchase a copying 
machine and typewriter for the Wood
ham Family Club . Relatives donated 
handcrafts and other items . Robert 
Earl stayed busy talking " family" 
(as usual) for so long that he let 
a lot of folks slip off home before 
he got the auction underway. 

Despite the fact we couldn ' t find 
an auctioneer among the family , 
everyone had a good time and many 
carried home some great bargains . 

Among those who donated crafts 
were : Nonie Woodham Dorsey (Hender

n, Tex . ) 3 hand- crocheted afghans ; 
_ma Woodham Mathis (Chi pley, Fla. ) 

a hand- crocheted afghan , 2 pair of 
handmade bedroom shoes and a room 
refreshener doll ; Marie Woodham 
Wells (Midland City , Ala . ) 2 sets 
of handmade place mats. 

Ruby Woodham Knight (Ozark, Al . ) 

PICNICKERS AT 7th NATIONAL REUNION 

3 refrigerator towels , a crocheted tis
sue cover and a nylon pillow case ; 
Pauline Woodham Marshall (Midland City , 
Al a . ) place mats and napkins; Anni e 
Laurie Donaldson (Andalusia , Ala . ) a 
framed picture which she painted; Mary 
W. Brown (Montgomery , Ala . ) handmade 
place mats , coasters and hot pads ; Mr . 
& Mrs . Waco Taylor (Andalusia , Al . ) a 
handmade hol iday "kissing ball" made 
of nuts , shells , burrs and other items. 

We are proud to announce the first 
family auction brought in a total of 
$191 . 00 t o our fund campaign. In add
ition , we had a total of $230 . 00 in 
donations . 

A family of descendants of Edward 
Harley Woodham Jr . made an extra spec
ial donation : they gave a Gestet ner 
mimeograph machine to the Family Club, 
valued at several hundred dollars . 
Laura and Bill Roy , Roxanne and Richard 
Coy, all of the Montgomery area , made 
the donation (see the Honor Roll on 
page 3) . Another highlight was the 
drawing for a handmade quilt donated by 
(continued on page 6) 



B~R~!!t~~r~~!odham, President ; Woodhltami§!!~ right 
There comes a time in every person's life when y ou must stand up for what 

is right and speak out against wrong . Families must stick together- -this is 
what I have been preaching for years. But when some kinsmen wrong other kin
folk , then we must denounce such acts lest the wrong fester and its corrupt
ing influence further divide our family . 

Such a time has now come. I must take a stand along with many others who 
voice their strong complaints against the actions of those kinfolks who met 
at Eufaula , Ala . in May and gave away hundreds of dollars donated to the 
Woodham family. The small number of kinfolk attending voted to turn over 
all the money in their treasury--well over one thousand dollars- -to the 
Gideon Bible Society. 

This was announced in a letter sent to some Woodham relatives . I have not 
seen the letter and have been told only its highlights which are: the remain
der of a small group of relatives who broke away from the rest of the family 
back in 1981 decided to dissolve what was left of their group , the Woodham 
Family Association Inc. (Ala.) . That group took control of the treasury in 
1980 and refused to allow any funds for family research, to buy more family 
records , to print the family newsletter, for postage or anything else . They 
retained control of the treasury funds when most of us walked out and star ted 
all over. That group printed a few newsletters. They sponsored a family cook
book with a lot of hoopla .over their proposal to offer scholarships with the 
profits . They sold advertisements and took donations . 

No scholarships were ever awarded . The people who paid for the cookbooks 
thought they were giving money to benefit the WOODHAM family . 

Those folks who paid cash to advertise in the cookbooks also thought they 
were doing something good for the WOODHAM family. 

Those of you who donated funds for a family reunion thought you were help 
ing your family . 

All the hundreds of dollars that group collected "for the Woodham family" 
has never bought one single family record to be preserved; al l that money 

f has never copied one single family photo to preserve for future generations; 
~ the money you gave will never be used for another Woodham family reunion; the 

money will never be used to sponsor books about our family; nor will it ever 
help restore a single Woodham cemetery or grave . In fact , not one cent of 
all that money you gave will ever benefit our Woodham family. 

The handful of relatives responsible for this act have shocked the rest of 
the family . Everyone we have heard from has questioned their motives . There 
were no "good" intentions on their par t when they took this large amount of 
money--given by Woodhams for the Woodham family--and turned it over to anoth
er organization. I frankly believe this was done out of pure spite . 

This group did accomplish something: they destroyed the first national fam
ily club ever founded for our family . They also succeeded in dividing the 
Woodham Family; and they disgraced themselves and brought shame on a ll our 
family . 

Woodhams have reacted so far with expressions ranging from shock , disgust , 
outrage and several who said they were just plain "mad as hell''. Right is 
right and wrong is wrong. No amount of sugar syrup can cover up the foulness 
of this deed . The Woodham family has been lied to and ripped off : in legal 
parlance, it's called " theft by deception" . 

If you have given money to that group in the past , intending it to be used 
for the benefit of the Woodham family, you have the right to demand your money 
be returned to you: if you gave them money to join the Association ; if you 
gave money for a cookbook ; if you advertised in the cookbook ; if you donated 
mo ney for a reunion; or any other k i nd of donation, you have the r ight to 
p r otest this deceitful use of your money . 

Th e last officers of this group that we know of were Marjorie Johnson, Pat 
Woodham and Cupidean Dubose, a l l of Opp , Alabama . 



Honor Roll Give to the Memorial Fund 

The campaign to purchase a copying machine and a used typewriter for the 
Family Club has finally gotten into second gear: we are beginning to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel . Thanks to a lot of warm- hearted kin
folks who are proud to be a part of this family and who care a great deal 
about what the Woodham Family Club is trying to do for our family , we will 
soon reach our fund goals. 

The copier ,will be used to print our family newsletters in the future , 
as well as to copy family records in courthouses , libraries, etc. which we 
cannot now afford to buy copies of. It will also be used to copy these 
records to send to family relatives. Owning our own copier can mean we 
can print the newsletters much more often. 

The following have made contributions to our fund campaign as of December: 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford N. Woodham , Tampa , Florida 
In Memory of his parents : Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

Mrs. Norma T. Parrish 
In Memory of her husband , 

Columbus , Georgia 
Rufus Woodham 

Mrs . Alma Woodham Mathis Chipley , Florida 
In Memory of her parents: Luther Luny Woodham 
and Flossie Ivenora Burdeshaw 

Mrs . Adrian Hundley Roper Columbus, Georgia 
In Memory of her mother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Mr. & Mrs. E. B. (Winnie) Wertz) Cottonwood, Alabama 
In Memory of her mother , Tessie Inez Woodham 

Mrs. Inez Enfinger Frizzell Montgomery, Alabama 
In Memory of her grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

William T. Enfinger Columbus , Georgia 
In Memory of his grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Herbert C. Woodham Dighton, Kansas 
In Memory of his parents , Arthur Jehu Woodham 
and Robbie Mae Barnes 

Eugene Maxwell Woodham Bradenton, Florida 
In Memory of his parents, Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

Mrs. Nonie Murl Woodham Dorsey Henderson, Texas 
In Memory of her parents, James Harley Woodham 
and Mary Catherine Mullins (Nonie also donated three hand
crocheted afghans to be auctioned) 

$50 

$100 

$30 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$10 

Charles R. Simmons Thomasville , Georgia $25 
In Memory of his grandfather, Wright Pleasant Woodham 

Brady & Nellie Woodham Apopka, Florida $25 
In Memory of his father , Evitus Mylus Woodham 

(continued on page 4) 



HONOR ROLL (continued from page 3) 

William Allen Woodham LaGrange, Georgia $25 
(a Christmas present to Robert Earl and donated in Bill's name) 
In Memory of his parents, Ressie Joshua Woodham Senior 
and Nettie Bryant Hasty 

Robert Alan Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Wilma Baisden 

Kingsport, Tennessee 
John Will Woodham 

H, L. Woodham 
In Memory of his 
and Eula Aldonia 

Columbus, Georgia 
parents, James Henry Woodham 
Whitlock 

Mrs. Lula Woodham Opp, Alabama 
In Memory of her father, George Benjamin Woodham 

Mr. & Mrs. Waco Taylor Andalusia, Alabama 
In Memory of his mother, Nancy Edna Woodham Taylor 

Mrs. Laura v. Hatfield Headland, Alabama 
In Memory of her mother Mattie Lee Woodham Cutchens 

Pat & Marjorie Woodham Moody, Texas 
In Memory of his father, Jesse Ellison Woodham 

Laura & Bill Roy and Roxanne & Richard Coy, Montgomery, Alabama 
A Gestetner mimeograph machine (worth several hundred dollars) 
In Memory of Edward Harley Woodham Jr. 

Mrs. Ruby Woodham Knight Ozark, Alabama 
In Memory of her husband, R. V. Knight 

Van Marlow Woodham Lakeland, Florida 
In Memory of his father, Evitus Mylus Woodham 

Thomas Latrelle Woodham Midland City, Alabama 
In Memory of his father 
John Wesley Woodham 

Lee Woodham Sr. and of his uncle 

George D. Adams Huntsville, Alabama 
In Memory of his grandmother, Lucy Jane Woodham Smith 

Foy Woodham Dothan, Alabama 
In Memory of his parents: Wiley Eveatus Woodham 
and Mary Leanora ("Nora") Fuller 

Mrs. Sara E. Woodham Conroy Morris Plains, New Jersey 
In Memory of her parents William Terrell Woodham 
and Eva Mae Howell 

Mr. & Mrs. H. M. ("Jack") Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina 
In Memory of his parents: Earnest Edward Woodham 
and Era Esther Moore 

Fred s. Woodham Brooks, Georgia 
In Memory of his father, Owen Frederick Woodham 

Mrs. Martha Nell Adams Thompson 
In Memory of her grandmother, Lucy Jane Woodham Smith 

'---.L·----~ -- ---- ~\ 

$10 

$15 

$10 

$20 

$10 

$10 

$25 

$20 

$50 

$50 

$40 

$50 

$35 

$25 

$10 



HONOR ROLL ( continued from page 4) 

Mr . & Mrs . H. M. ("Jack " ) Woodham Bishopville , South Carolina 
In Memory of his parents: Earnest Edwar d Woodham 
and Era Es ther Moore 

Mrs. Ida H. Rhea Jonesboro , Louisiana 
In Memory of her mother , Cora Anna Woodham Holladay 

Mr . & Mrs . A. Dowl ing Woodham Sr. Bishopvil le , South Carolina 
In Memory of h i s parents : Guthrie W. Woodham Sr . 
a nd Eva Etta Dowling 

Homer Woodham Sr . Glenmora, Loui s iana 
In Memory of his parents: Bartow William Woodham 
and Ruth Vi o l e t Neal 

Mr s . Mar y Wi l son Pasadena, California 
(a present to Robert Earl and donated by him for her) 
In Memory of her great grandmother , Sarah Ann R. Woodham 

Herbert c . Woodham Dighton , Kansas 
In Memory of his parents : Arthur Jehu Woodham 
a n d Robbi e Mae Barnes 

The Enfinger Family 

Robert Earl ' s mot her ' s family: 

Robert Earl Woodham Atlanta , Georgia 
In Memory of his father , Rufus Woodham 
(includes funds spent o n printing, postage , newsletters , 
a used typewriter , office supplies, research , etc . ) 

e tc. 

Memorial Stresses Family 

$35 

$25 

$1 0 

$15 

$25 

$25 

$15 

$675 

$2 , 500 

When you make a donati on to the Woodham Fami ly Club 's campaign fund to buy 
a copying machi ne, you should remember that you are giving TO your own 
family FOR your family . You wi ll be helping further our goals of p r eserv
ing our family's heritage and reuniting our relat ives all over t he nation . 
Please make your donations as a memorial t o your loved ones or as a tribut e 
to living relatives (tell us who they are and how you are related to them) . 
Send your copier donations t o: Mrs . Adrian Roper , 3845 1 7th Ave ., 
Columbus , Ga . 3190 4. 

SUSAN WINS SCHOLARSHIP 
ECONOMY , Pa .--Susan Lyn Woodham won 
the Sherry Berkowitz Memorial Scho
larship last spring at the Univer
sity of Pittsburgh , Pitt sburgh , Pa. 

Susan is the daughter of Nicholas 
and Linda Woodham of Economy , Pa . 
She is the granddaughter of George 
Dowdy Woodham and Anna Zawosky . Born 

r"\3 July, 1964, Susan is a 1982 grad
.ate of Ambridge High School. She 

has been named to the dean ' s list 
each term. Susan is now in her sen-
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ion year at Pitt. She was elected 
last school year as president of Delta 
Delta Delta Sorority . 

The scholarship is presented by 
the De l ta Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta 
National Honor and Professional Assoc. 
in Education , the Delta Delta Delta 
Scholarship and the Pittsburgh Alum
nae Panhellenic Scholarship . 

Susan is also a member of Rho Lamb
da , the Mortar Board and is an under
graduate teachi ng assist ant . She plans 
to t each secondary math after coll ege . 



REU~ION. (cont. from page 1) 
Adrian Roper of Columbus, Ga. This 
beautiful piece was a real family 
project: Adrian, her sisters Winnie 
Wertz, Cottonwood, Ala. and Cather
ine Hayes, Tallahassee, Fla. all 
worked on the quilt. They sold raf
fle tickets for $1 each and raised 
$219.00. Tom Latrell Woodham, Mid
land City, Ala. was the lucky win
ner; when he bought his tickets, 
Tom decided that in case he did 
win, he would donate the quilt to 
be raffled off again next year. 

Our thanks to Adrian Roper and 
Winnie Wertz for all their work in 
registration, enrolling members in 
the Woodham Family Club, taking up 
donations, handling the sales during 
the auction and all the other work 
they did. It does take work to have 
a family reunion; it takesvolun
teers like Adrian and Winnie to 
make it possible. 

Our thanks to all of you who gen
erously donated your time and talent 
to make the crafts for the auction. 
All those beautiful items represent 
a lot of hours of work as well as 
skill. 

Relatives thought the family 
auction was such a good idea that 
it should become a permanent part 
of the National Reunion as a way 
to help finance reunion expenses. 
The items for sale are far more 
valuable to us than something you 
buy from a store because they are 
made with loving care by Woodham 
relatives. That makes them real 
treasures we can be proud of. Look 
forward to the family auction every 
year from now on! 

Another treat was the release 
of two books prepared by Woodham 
Family Historian Robert Earl Wood
ham. Copies of the Woodham Family 
Index and the Woodham Family Photo 
Album, Volume I were distributed. 
The Index contains several thousand 
names of Woodhams. The Photo Album 
contains pictures of Woodham rel
atives from throughout the nation. 
The pictures range in age from the 
1880 1 s to the 1980's. we will pub
lish an album annually from now on, 
to be released every year at the 
National Reunion. 

Adrian and Winnie are making 
arrangements for the 1986 Woodham 
National Reunion to be held at 
Eufaula, Alabama on Memorial Day 

weekend. We hope to have our gather
ing Saturday at the Holiday Inn down
town and the Sunday gathering at the 
picnic area of Lakepoint State Park. 
Headquarters will be at the Holiday 
Inn. Start now making your plans tV 
be there. This resort area offers a 
lot to do, so bring the kids and make 
a fun weekend of it! 

Quilt Raffle 
The quilt made by the family of Adrian 
Roper and won by Tom Latrell Woodham 
was in turn donated back to the Club 
to be raffled again. We have raised 
$219.00 so far on the sale of tickets. 

The quilt was hand
made by Adrian, with 
help from her sisters 
Winnie Wertz and Cath
erine Hayes. It is a 
"flying geese" design. 

The quilt will make 
a beautiful addition 
(and conversation piece) for any home; 
it will also be a proud heirloom you 
can hand down in your family. 

All proceeds will be used to help 
buy a copying machine for the Club. l J 

You can order raffle tickets for~ 
each from: Adrian Roper, 3845 17th 
Ave., Columbus, Ga. 31904. 
(you can order as many as you like) 

WINNING TICKET DRAWN 
Unfortunately, we did not get the name 
of the young relative who drew the 
ticket. 



Obituaries 

A DITOR ' S NOTE: it is 
e policy of your fam

ily newsletter t o print 
obituaries on every mem
ber of our family who 
dies. When you hear of 
a Woodham relative's 
death , PLEASE let us 
know so we can add this 
to our family records 
and print i t i n the news
letter. Following are 
the only deaths report-
ed to us since May) 

HERBERT WOODHAM 

IRON CITY , Ga .--Herbert 
Woodham died at a Donal
sonville hospital 24 
June at age 69 . 

Herbert was born 18 
July , 1915 in Dale Co ., 
Ala ., son of John Wesley 
Woodham and Lillie Mae 
Sanders. Herbert had 

·ved in Seminole Co . 
~nee 1926 . He was a 

retired contractor and 
farmer . He was the wid
ower of Johnnie Ruth 
Barbrey , who died in 
1983 . 

Burial was at Corinth 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
near here. 

Survivors include dau
ghters Mrs. Betty Ann 
Woodham Crowder , Jackson
ville, Fla. and Mrs . 
Maxine Woodham Hill , 
Thomasvi l le ; sisters , 
Mrs . Lois W. Cross , Iron 
City and Mrs . Florence 
w. Jackson , Albany ; bro
thers, J . Henry Woodham , 
Columbus and Billy J . 
Woodham, Iron City ; 4 
grandchildren; 3 great 
grandchildren . 
* * * * * 

JAMES ARTHUR WOODHAM 

ATLANTA, Ga . --James 
Arthur Woodham , 86 , died 
here 26 June . 

Jamie was born 12 Sept. , 

1898 near Opp, Covington 
Co . , Ala ., son of James 
Hillary and Macedonia L. 
C. ("Kate") Benton Wood
ham . Jamie was a reti red 
salesman . He had lived 
i n Atl anta since before 
WW II . He married Lois 
Moore in 1920 in Coving
t o n Co . They had one 
daughter , Jane, who died 
in 1 966 . 

Burial was at Fl ovilla 
Cemetery , Flovilla , Ga . 

Survivors include his 
wife , Mrs . Lois Woodham , 
Atlant a ; and several ni
eces and nephews . 
* * * * * 

GUTHRIE W. WOODHAM Sr . 

BISHOPVILLE , SC--Guthrie 
Welborne ("Gus") Woodham 
Senior died here 20 Sept., 
at age 96. He was one 
of the oldest male Wood
hams in the us . 

Gus was born 22 May , 
1 889 in what was then 
Darlington Co . , now Lee 
Co . , SC , son of Charl es 
Welborne and Nancy Hearon 
Woodham . 

Gus attended Wofford 
Fitting School and was a 
graduate of Poughkeepsie 
Business School , Pough
keepsie , NY. He founded 
G. w. Woodham & Sons 
Insurance Agency here and 
was active in the busi
ness and civic affairs 
here for several decades. 
He had served as a trust
ee of Bethlehem Meth
odist Church and was a 
member of the church ad
ministrative board since 
1913. 

Gus married Eva Esther 
Dowling in 1915. She 
died in 1962. He later 
marri ed Lillian Rogers . 
Gus and Eva had 2 sons. 

Burial was at Bethlehem 
Cemetery here. 

Surviving are his wife , 
Mrs . Lillian Woodham; son , 
Andrew Dowling Woodham 
Sr.; 4 grandchildren; 3 
great grandchildren . 
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MELVIN LADON HILL Jr. 

THOMASVILLE , Ga .--Mel
vin LaDon (_"Me l" ) Hill 
Junior d i ed her e 3 
June at age 25. 

Me l was born 1 8 Oct., 
1 959 , s on of Maxine 
Woodham and Mel vin 
LaDon ( " Don") Hi ll Sr. 
He was t he grandson of 
the l ate Herbert Wood
ham and Johnni e Ruth 
Barbr ey , of Seminole 
Co. , Ga . Hi s grand
fat her Herbert died 21 
days lat e r. 

Mel was a car penter 
and was a member of 
Dawson Street Methodist 
Church here . 

Buri al was at Laurel 
Hi l l Cemetery here . 

Survivors include a 
son , Michael Lee Hi l l; 
his parents ; s i sters, 
Mrs . Faye Hill Culpep
per, Marietta, Ga . and 
Susan Hill , Thomasville; 
grandmother , Mrs . Min
ni e Lee Hill , Donal son
vill e , Ga . 
* * * * * 

Woodham Honored 
BISHOPVILLE , SC--Ang
ela Miche l le ("Shell") 
Woodham has won the 
Robert Taylor Riley 
Memorial Scholarship 
presented to an out
standing student at 
Francis Marion College 
in Fl orence , SC . 

Shell i s the daughter 
of Mr . & Mrs . John 
Wesley Woodham Jr. of 
Lee County, SC . 
* * * * * * * * * 
OZARK, Ala.--Stephanie 
Woodham was chosen as 
one of five members of 
the Carroll High School 
Band to participate in 
honors band competition 
at Jacksonvi l le State 
Univ., Troy., along 
with outstanding stud
ents from Ala.. & Ga . ; 
they formed the South
erners Honors Band. 



Weddjnge 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: when a 

Woodham relative becomes 
engaged or gets married, 
PLEASE let us know. All 
engagements and marriages 
are printed free in the 
family newsletter) 

WOODHAM SMITH 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Jill 
Renee Woodham and Scott 
Smith were married at 
Sylvan Grove Methodist 
Church near here 15 June. 

Jill is the daughter 
of Kenneth Michael (Mich
ael) and Martha Burgess 
Woodham Sr. She is the 
granddaughter of the late 
Pilly Outher Woodham and 
Mattie w. Woodham and 
Mrs. Gladys B. Green and 
the late Hansel Burgess. 

She is a graduate of 
Auburn University where 
she was chosen an Out
standing Young Woman of 
America. She is employed 
by the Dale Co. Board of 
Education. 

Scott is the son of Dr. 
George Smith of Linville 
and the late Mrs. Peggy 
Bowen Smith. At the 
time of the wedding, he 
was a student at Auburn, 
where he was chosen as 
Outstanding Young Man of 
America. 
* * * * * 

WOODHAM TIMMONS 

* 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Margaret 
DeeAlice Woodham and 
Karl Stuart Timmons were 
married here at First 
Baptist Church 29 June. 

Dee Alice is the dau
ghter of Leslie Gregory 
and Nancy H. Woodham. 
She is the granddaughter 
of the late Leslie Eng
lish Woodham and Mrs. 
Pansy Woodham Hatfield 
of Bishopville. 

DeeAlice is a graduate 
of Francis Marion College 
in Florence where she re
ceived a BS in elementary 
education. 

Karl is the son of Mr. 
& Mrs. F. D. Timmons Sr. 
of Sumter and grandson 
of Henry D. Timmons. He 
is a graduate of Hill
crest High School and is 
employed by Bendix Corp. 

The couple will reside 
in Pinewood. 
* * * * * 

CROSS CARTER 

* 

ATLANTA, Ga.--Paul Wesley 
Cross and Kelly Alisa 
Carter were married at 
Clairmont Presbyterian 
Church 18 May. 

Paul is the son of 
Charles E. Cross Sr. of 
Albany and Mrs. Gayla 
Cross, Chamblee. He is 
the grandson of Mrs. 
Lois Woodham Cross and 
w. Emory Cross of Iron 
City and Mrs. J. R. Lee, 
Donalsonville. He is 
a graduate of Sequoyah 
High School and is em
ployed by Allstate Bus
iness System here. 

Kelly is the daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Billy C. 
Carter of Chamblee. She 
is a graduate of Sequoyah 
High School and employed 
by Mission Insurance Co. 

The couple is residing 
in suburban Atlanta. 
* * * * * 

WOODHAM CLARK 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Carol Page 
Woodham and John Lawren
ce Clark were married 
here 16 Mar., at Ridge
crest Baptist Church. 

Carol is the daughter 
of Hiram D. and Carolyn 
Davis Woodham Jr. She 

* 

was born 14 Jan., 1954 in 
Anchorage, Alaska. She 
is the granddaughter of 
the late Mr. & Mrs. Hiram 
Dellon Woodham Sr. 

John is the son of 
n 

Mr. & Mrs. John Clark. 
The couple honey

mooned in Florida and 
reside in Midland 
City. Both are empl,-·•
ed by Sony Corp. V 
* * * * * 

WOODHAM ELLIS 

BRADENTON, Fla.--Bev
erly Elaine Woodham 
and Roger Keith Ellis 
were married here at 
Bayshore Baptist Church 
14 Sept. 

Beverly is the daugh
ter of Mrs. Helen 
Vaughn Woodham and the 
late Dewey Woodham. 
She was born 9 Dec., 
1964. 

Beverly is the grand
daughter of the late 
Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christian 
Efurd. 
* * * * * 
JEFFORDS THOMAS 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--PatV 
rick Marion Jeffords 
and Tenya Marie Thomas 
were married here at 
the Presbyterian Church 
30 Nov. 

Patrick is the son 
of Margery Louise Wood
ham and her husband, 
Hugh Hamilton Jeffords. 
He is the grandson of 
the late Mr. & Mrs. 
Alva Leslie Woodham Sr. 
and the late Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas L. Jeffords of 
Florence. 

Tenya is the daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 
William Thomas Jr. 

Patrick attended 
Bishopville High School 
and the Univ. of South 
Carolina. He is now 
employed by the SC Tax 
Commission. Tenya ~ . 
a graduate of Franc~ 
Marion College and is 
now employed by the 
South Carolina Dept. 
of Social Services. 
* * * * * 



LETTERS 
11 Thank you so much for sending me 

the April , 1985 issue of the Woodham 
ily Journal . We received it re

~~ntly and are enclosing dues. We 
attended a reunion several years 
ago at Lee State Park (Bishopville, 
SC) , but have not been aware in time 
of those in recent years to be able 
to attend them. Clearly this is 
our fault but we are anxious to be 
on the active mailing list. My 
mother is Theo Woodham Cook and her 
father was Laurie Asa Woodham . We 
look forward to your publication 
in the future. Is the Woodham 
Family His tor y still avai lable? 11 

Sarah Welch 
Hartsville , South Carolina 

"I want you to know that I re
ceived the books ... I appreciate 
your sending them so much . I wanted 
them to be printed during my life
time and I'm getting up there in 
age as I'll be 85 on Thanksg iving 
Day , Nov. 2 8. 

We do app reciate the many, many 
urs of research that you have put 

and the hardship you have endured 
in tracing down the family history. 
My family knew so little about the 
older family members ." 

Mrs . Loral D. Woodham 
Guntersville , Alabama 

"We have really enjoyed looking 
thru the books . I know you are 
very proud of them. They certainly 
represent much work. We will trea
sure them-=our family also . 

we had a wonderful visit with our 
son & daughter- in-law in Germany 
They took lots of time off & we . 
visited six countries. Our favorite 
was Southern Germany & Austria ." 

Mrs . Clifford N. Woodham 
Tampa, Flori da 

"On Saturday night Sept . 21 , I 
had the pleasure of visiting in the 
home of Winnie (Hundley) Wertz and 
h e r husband . We a11 had a very 1ove
l time but the most outstanding 

ing to me was the fact that she 
... anded me all of the Woodham history 
she has and allowed me to l ook at 
them. She had loaned me the Wood-

ham family Histo r y first edition 
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May, 1980 at an earlier date. 
I know so little about mother's fam

ily even though some of the names I do 
remember. 

My maternal grandmot her was Hester 
Ann Woodham . She died very young when 
my mother was 10 years of age. 

The past Dec. 3, my mother died at 
the age of 80+. 
... I can hardly wait to have them 
(Woodham books) as I have an aunt who 
will talk to me about the names. My 
aunt will turn 85 on Oct . 8. 

Thanks for the effort you have made 
to let the Woodham Family know more 
about their history. Wish I could 
have known this earlier so mother & I 
could have discussed it ." 

Mrs . Hester Wells 
Chip l ey , Florida 

"I am working on researching my hus
band's family lines and recently re
ceived your address. My husband, 
Delmer O. Thompson , is the son of 
Linnie Woodham Thompson. Laura V. 
Hatfield was kind enough to l et us 
look at her Woodham Family Index . 

I am enclosing $10 for membership in 
the Woodham Family Club . I would also 
like to know what books are available 
to purchase . I am really interested 
in the (books) ... " 

Mrs . Barbara Thompson 
Nicevi lle , Florida 

"Sure hope you had a good reunion in 
Dothan in May . 

We are going this week (July 19 & 
20) to Guntersville for my grandfath
ers Family Reunion (John Webster Wood
ham) . It is ver y good to be able to 
see my cousins and I really appreciate 
what you have done to pull the family 
together. 

We will be in Atlanta the afternoon 
of July 21 and on Monday . I would 
love to talk to you if possible ... En
closed is check for my dues , Famil~ 
Index & Family Album." 

Gene Snellgrove 
Catoosa, Oklahoma 

"Am sending a check for $25--$10 
for dues and $15 to go on the copy 
machine in memory of my father who 
passed away Feb. 25, 1982. I r etired 
from my job Aug . 23 of this year ... 

Homer Woodham Sr . 
Glenmora , Louisiana 

(We would like to hear from YOU , too) 



''Family Of The Year'' 
The Woodham Family Club's first 
"Family of the Year" and "Member of 
the Year" awards were presented this 
year at the Woodham National Reunion. 

The two awards were established to 
honor members of the Club and other 
relatives who have shown their de
votion to our family. 

The "Member of the Year" Award 
recognizes relatives who are current 
members of the Woodham Family Club 
that have exhibited strong support 
for the purpose and goals of the 
Club. Winners will be those who 
(for example): help recruit members 
for the Club; help with fund drives; 
do volunteer work at family reunions; 
help gather information on living 
relatives and inform them of the 
purpose and activities of the Club; 
encourage relatives to attend local 
reunions and the Woodham National 
Reunions; lend active support to 
Club projects; and other efforts 
that might help the Club be a strong, 
active organization. 

Our "Family of the Year" award is 
given to a family unit of several 
relatives (who are not necessarily 
members of the Club) in recognition 
of their outstanding service to 
their Family and/or community. This 
could be a family who has won recog-

ADRIAN ROPER PRESENTED AWARD BY CLUB 
PRESIDENT ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

nition in such fields as community l J 
service, education, business, etc., 'W' 
well as service to their own family. 
For example, a family who has been ch
osen as "Farm Family of the Year" 
or a family in which several members 
have obtained college degrees, a fam
ily that has provided cemetery care 
for several years, a family who active
ly sponsors regular family reunions. 

The winner of the first "Member of 
the Year Award" is Nonie Murl Woodham 
Dorsey of Henderson, Texas. Nonie was 
born 1 Sept., 1900 in Nacogdoches Co., 
Tex., daughter of James Harley Woodham 
and Mary Catherine Mullins. Nonie, a 
widow, now lives alone and devotes her 
time to crocheting, gardening and help
ing neighbors. She makes beautiful 
afghans for elderly folks, friends and 
donated three of these to the Club for 
the auction and made a present of anot
her one to Robert Earl "for all the 
hard work you have done for our faplily" 

Adrian Hundley Roper, Columbus, Ga., 
has worked diligently for a long tim~ 
now in support of the Woodham Famil:l:V 
Club. She and her family are winners 
of the "Family of the Year" award. She 
got our campaign to buy a copying mach
ine going when she donated a copier in 
1984. She and her sister Winnie H. 
Wertz, Cottonwood, Ala., devoted a 
great deal of time to the Woodham Nat
ional Reunion this year and are in 
charge of arrangements for the 1986 re
union. Both of them and another sis
ter, Catherine Hayes of Tallahassee, 
Fla. sewed a handmade quilt and then 
sold tickets at $1 each to raise funds 
for the copier. Adrian and Winnie al
so have been active in helping toga
ther family history for the Club's 
family library. They are all children 
of Tessie Inez Woodham Hundley. 

Nominations Due 
Nominations are now due for the 1986 
"Member" and "Family" of the year 
awards, to be presented at the Woodv 
National Reunion. Send in your nomi
nations now: describe the person (s) 
and tell why you think they should be 
recognized and the activities to be 
honored (their community service, Club 
service, etc.) . 
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If you are a Woodham , descendant or spouse of a Woodham, you are invited 
and urged to join and support YOUR family club . 
The Woodham Family Club is a non- profit, national family c lub for all 

members of the Woodham family. The Club is the only national organization 
in America devoted to preserving our f amily 's heritage and reuniting our 
family. Work began on the club in 1978; it was formally inaugurated in 1979 
by Robert Earl Woodham , the Woodham Family Historian . He has spent thousands 
of hours and thousands of dollars and more than 30 years on his hobby of fam
ily research. He volunteers his time and effort for the Club--he receives 
no pay for up to 60 hours or more a week on "family work" . 

Robert Earl founded and sponsored the Woodham Family National Reunion in 
1979 at Eufaula , Alabama . He also established the Woodham Nat ional Library . 
The Library contains thousands of records and historic documents on Woodhams 
and descendants . It is the largest collection of information ever gathered 
on our family and includes information on thousands of Woodham marriages , 
military records , newspaper and magazine articles, census records, deeds, 
wills, obituaries , cemetery and death records , photographs and much more . We 

ladly share the information and records . 

The Woodham Family Club's main purposes are : 
(1) to gather and preserve our family history and i nformation on living 

relatives ; 
(2 ) reunite our scattered Family and inform all relatives about our 

mutual kinship . 
Our main goals are : 

• collect Woodham Family information, records and photographs; 
• preserve these records in our Woodham National Library ; 
• sponsor the Woodham Family National Reunion; 
e sponsor a national family newsletter (THE WOODHAM FAMILY JOURNAL) 
• sponsor publication of books and photo albums to preserve our fam

ily history and make it available to all our family . 

In order to do all this work for you, the Club must pay for such things as 
stationery , pens , glue, t yping pape~typewriter ribbons, enve l opes , postage , 
printing , mail box rental, plastic covers , notebooks, staples , rulers, felt 
pens , art supplies , typing correction fluid, fo l ders, stamp pads , typesetting , 
printing and postage for newsletters, razor blades , xerox copies, purchase of 
family records and much more . It isn't easy without your help. 

Our Woodham Family Club projects are sponsored through your annual member
ship dues and donations . If you are proud to be a part of the Woodham family 
then take part in your family's club and do it with pride! PLEASE ••• renew 
your membership everyyear. Annual membership dues are $10 . Send your 

ernberships to: 

WOODHAM FAJ1~LY CLUB 
P.O. Box 7446 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 
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South Carolina Reunion 
BISHOPVILLE , SC--The 7th annual South 
Carolina Woodham Reuni on attracted a 
capacity crowd here to Hebron Meth
odist Church . Relatives from South 
Carolina and Georgia attended . 

Club President Robert Earl Woodham 
founded the reunion in 1979 . It is 
held in Lee County where our fami l y 
has lived since the 1780 ' s . 

Gary Woodham , 90 , and Mr s. Ruth 
Hanvey were the oldest kinfolks at 
the reunion ; " Drew" Woodham and Caro
line Boles Terry were the youngest . 
Robert Earl Woodham and James Wes t vik 
of Atlanta , Ga . traveled the greatest 
distance . A big picnic dinner cover
ed several tables . 

Ruth Woodham presented everyone 
with a gift and a good laugh with 
such ditties as a pepper plant " for 
the Woodham with the hottest lips". 

Andrew served as chairman of the 
1985 reunion with Mrs . Ruth Woodham 
as vice chairman and Millicent Skinner 
secretary- treasurer . Gregg Woodham 
will head the 1986 August event , with 
Ruth as vice chairman and Rebecca 
Terry as secretary- treasurer . 
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A photographic heritage for all generations. 
Several years ago Robert Earl began 
a personal effort t o gather and p r e 
serve photos of every Woodham re l a 
tive ; i t soon became t oo expens i ve 
for one person to acc omp l ish . When 
the family club was o r g anized in 1979 , 
this became a major club project . 

Very few of us are lucky enough to 
have a family picture taken before 
1930; al l the Woodham pictures taken 
before 1900 would probably f i ll onl y 
one album . As the old sayi ng goes : 
" a picture is worth a t housand words". 
Can you tell your grandchildren what 
your parents looked l ike? 

Slowly but s ure l y our fami ly photos 
are disappearing . Fires, floods and 
~ idents are destroying these family 
, ~asures every year but far more are 
being " lost" as they pass through 
generations of descendants who no 
longer know who they were and are 
eventually discarded . 

We must make a de t ermi ned effor t to 
preserve a s ma ny family pi ctur es as 
we can find . The only way we can aff
ord thi s f i nancially i s to publish a 
family phot o a l bum as often as possible , 
hopeful l y every year. With al l the 
fami l y shari ng this cost , copies of 
pictures that wi ll be lost s omeday can 
be preserved for future generations . 

We are now wor king on the second vol
ume of t he Woodham Family Photo Album . 
It will be re leased at t he National 
Reunion in May . You can help u s pre
serve YOUR family pictures by sending 
us copies of these to keep in the 
Woodham Nation a l Li brary and to print 
in future editi ons of the Photo Album . 
We want pictures of you and copies of 
older photos a s we l l -.-Order your copy 
of the 1986 Woodham Photo Album , Vol. 
II for $10 (add $1 for postage) from : 
Woodham Fami ly Club, P . O. Box 7446, 
Atlanta , Ga . 30357 . 

Qui It Raff le o 0 0 for $1 
You can be the proud owner of a real 
Woodham family heirloom--and at the 
unbelieveable bargain price of just 
$1. We are sel l ing raffle tickets 
for the beautiful quilt donated by 
Mrs. Adrian Roper last year . 

The quilt will be raffled at the 
National Reunion in May . You do not 
have to be p resent to win . Proceeds 
from sale of the tickets will go to 
the Club 's campaign fund to buy a 
copying machine . 

We raised $219 from ticket sales 
on this quilt last year . Torn Latrelle 
W odham of Midland City , Ala . won the 

lt and donated the quilt back to 
b~ raffled again . 

The quilt is a beautiful work of 
art : it is made in a " fly ing geese " 
design and was hand sewn by Adrian , 

with help from sis t e r s Winni e Wer tz 
and Kathry n Hayes . They are all daugh
ters of Tessie I . Woodham Hundley . 
Adrian is an accomp l ished quilt maker 
and has produced many examples of this 
art . It will be a proud addition to 
any home, more especially because it 
was sewn by a relative! 

Each ticket you buy (and you can buy 
as many as you like) gives you a chance 
to win this valuable quilt . Each o ne 
also means your family club will be 
Sl closer to our goal of getting a 
copying machine! 
Order tickets at 
$1 each from Mrs . 
Adrian Roper , 
3845 176h Ave ., 
Columbus , Ga . 
31904 . 
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Honor Roll 
The following relatives have made contributions to our campaign fund 

to purchase a copying machine as of the first of April: 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford N. Woodham, Tampa, Florida 
In Memory of his parents: Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christine Efurd 

Mrs. Alma Woodham Mathis, Chipley, 
In Memory of her parents: Luther 
and Flossie Ivenora Burdeshaw 

Florida 
Luny Woodham 

$50 

$30 

Mr. & Mrs. Waco Taylor, Andalusia, Alabama $20 
In Memory of his mother, Nancy Edna Woodham (Mrs. W.J. Taylor) 

Mrs. Jane Ad:ll'ian Hundley Roper, Columbus, Georgia $25 
In Memory of her mother, Tessie Inez Woodham (Mrs. F.H. Hundley) 

Mr. & Mrs. E. B. (Winnie) Wertz, Cottonwood, Alabama $25 
In Memory of her mother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Mrs. Inez Enfinger Frizzell, Montgomery, Alabama $25 
In Memory of her grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

William T. Enfinger, Columbus, Georgia $25 
In Memory of his grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Georgia Charles R. Simmons, Thomasville, 
In Memory of his grandfather, Wright Pleasant Woodham 

Mrs. Nonie Murl vloodham Dorsey, Henderson, Texas 
In Memory of her parents, James Harley Woodham 
and Mary Catherine Mullins (Nonie has also donated three 
hand-crocheted afghans to be auctioned at the Reunion) 

Mrs. Norma T. Parrish, Columbus, Georgia 
In Memory of her husband, Rufus Woodham 

Mrs. Lula Woodham, Opp, Alabama 
In Memory of her father, George Benjamin Woodham 

H. L. Woodham, Columbus, Georgia 
In Memory of his parents, James Henry Woodham 
and Eula Aldonia Whitlock 

Robert Alan Woodham, Kingsport, Tennessee 
In Memory of his parents, John Will Woodham 
and Wilma Baisden 

Herbert 
In 
and 

C. Woodham, ;Dighton, Kansas 
Hono~ of his parents, Arthur Jehu 
Robbie Mae Barnes 

Woodham 

Eugene Maxwell Woodham, Bradenton, Florida 
In Memory of his parents, Isaac Newton Woodham 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

William Allen Woodham, LaGrange, Georgia 

2 

$25 

$10 

$40 

$10 

$15 

$10 

$25 

$25 

$25 



HONOR ROLL, continued 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford N. Woodham Tampa, Florida $50 
In Memory of his parents, Isaac Newton Woodham and 
Mary c. Efurd 

Mr. & Mrs. Waco Taylor Andalusia, Alabama $20 
In Memory of his mother, Nancy Edna Woodham (Mrs. W. J. Taylor) 

Charles R. Simmons Thomasville, Georgia $25 
In Memory of his grandfather, Wright Pleasant Woodham 

Mrs. Nonie Murl Woodham Dorsey Henderson, Texas $10 
(also donated three hand-crocheted afghans to be auctioned at 
the last National Reunion) 
In Memory of her parents James Harley Woodham 
and Mary C. Mullins 

H. L. Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Eula Aldonia Whitlock 

Robert Alan Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Wilma Baisden 

Mrs. Lula Woodham 
In Memory of her father, 

Herbert C. Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Robbie Mae Barnes 

Eugene Maxwell Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Mary C. Efurd 

Columbus, Georgia 
James Henry Woodham 

Kingsport, Tennessee 
John Will Woodham 

Opp, Alabama 
George Benjamin Woodham 

Dighton, Kansas 
Arthur Jehu Woodham 

Bradenton, Florida 
Isaac Newton Woodham 

$15 

$10 

$10 

$25 

$35 

William Allen Woodham LaGrange, Georgia $50 
(two Christmas presents to Robert Earl and donated by him 
to the fund) 
In Memory of his parents, Ressie Joshua Woodham Senior 
and Nettie Bryant Hasty 

Mrs. Laura v. Hatfield Headland, Alabama 
In Memory of her mother, Mattie Lee Woodham Cutchens 

Pat & Marjorie Woodham Moody, Texas 
In Memory of his father, Jesse Ellison Woodham 

Laura & Bill Roy and Roxanne & Richard Coy, Montgomery, Ala. 
A Gestetner mimeograph machine (worth several hundred dollars) 
In Memory of Edward Harley Woodham Jr. 

van Marlow Woodham 
In Memory of his father, 

Mrs. Ruby Woodham Knight 
In Memory of her husband, 

(continued on page 9) 

Lakeland, Florida 
Evitus Mylus Woodham 

Ozark, Alabama 
R. V. Knight 

3 

$10 

$10 

$20 

$25 



(EDITOR'S NOTE: please let 
us know when a relative 
in our family dies, so we 
can include this infor
mation in our family re
cords and print it in 
the family newsletter, 
It is a pity and a shame 
when our relatives die 
and their obituary does 
not appear in their own 
family newsletter. The 
only way we can know 
about a death is for 
you to tell us, ) 

Mrs, JOHN F. WOODHAM 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala,--Mrs. 
Willie Mae Marshall 
Woodham, 85, died 19 
Oct. She was the widow 
of John Franklin Woodham, 

Willie was born in 
Dale County and had lived 
here all her life, She 
was a member of Cedar 
Grove Baptist Church, 
She and John had 11 child
ren. 

Burial was at Corinth 
Free Will Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Dale County. 

Survivors include sons 
James o, Woodham, Napier 
Field, William F. Woodham, 
Lakeland, Fla, and Rex E,,. 
Woodham, Midland City; 
daughters Ouida Woodham, 
Montgomery, Mrs. Myra 
Nell Brown, Smiths, Mrs. 
Thelma Garrett, Levit
town, Pa., Mrs, Elnor 
Black, Monona, Iowa, 
Mrs, Virginia Spencer, 
Columbus, Ga. and Mrs. 
Johnnie Merker, Jackson
ville, Fla,; sister, Mrs, 
Ethel Herndon, Bartow, 
Fla,; 22 grandchildren; 
9 great grandchildren. 
* * * * * * 
CLIFFORD EDWARD WOODHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Clifford 
Edward Woodham died 19 

Feb, at age 84, WILLIAM DORSEY WOODHAM 

COLUMBUS, Ga,--William 
Dorsey Woodham, 81 died 
here 18 Dec. 

Clifford was a natives_ 
of Lee County. He was 
born 18 Feb,, 1902, son 
of Asa Lorenzo ("Laurie 
Ace") Woodham and Susan 
Rogers, He was a retired 
carpenter and member of 
Hebron Methodist Church. 

Burial was at Hebron 
Church Cemetery, 

Survivors include a 
daughter, Mrs. Carolyn 
Clanton, Bishopville; 
sisters, Mrs. Theo Cook, 
Darlington and Mrs. 

Dorsey was born 6 OV 
1904 in Geneva County, 
Ala., son of John Talbot 
Woodham and Nancy Dean. 
He was a retired farmer 
and had lived here since 
1945. 

Burial was at Parkhill 
Cemetery here. 

Sarah Hearon, Bishop
ville; and a grandson. 
* * * * * * 
PRISCILLA WOODHAM GRIGGS 

OZARK, Ala,--Priscilla 
D, Woodham died 27 May, 
1985 at age 94, 

Surviving are his wife 
Vera; sons William Leon 
and Luttrell D, Woodham, 
Columbus; daughters Mrs. 
Wilma Johnson, Mrs. Von
cil Ferrell and Mrs. 
Maureen Woodill; 8 grand
children; 6 great grand
children. 
* * * * * * 

Prillie was born in E. W. "MONK" WOODHAM Sr. 
Dale County, daughter of 
Gillum David Woodham and CLAYTON, Ala.--Everett 
Mary C. Riley. She later Wade ("Monk" ) Woodham 
adopted the name Priscil- Senior died 16 Nov. at 
la. She was a graduate age 79. 
of the Baptist Collegiate Monk was born 11 ApM 
Institute of Newton, Ala. 1906 in Barbour County, 
and taught school at Mo- son of Levin Oscar Wood
bile, Thorsby, Ala,, ham and Mabel Adams. He 
Washington and New Orle- worked for 16 years for 
ans. She was married to the Barbour County Board 
James F, Griggs, After of Registrars, He also 
his death she moved to worked as a field rep-
Washington and attended resentative for the Bar-
Catholic University. bour County Terracing 

Priscilla wrote a 9 Association. 
page booklet "More Hist- Monk was a charter 
ory of the Woodham Fam- member of the Woodham 
iZy in Dale County, Family Association, 
Alabama" which was print- Burial was at Texas-
ed in 1970, in which she ville Cemetery. 
related the history of Surviving are his wife. 
her grandfather William Estelle; son Everett 
Edward Woodham's family. Wade Woodham Jr,, Bart
This was the first book- lesville, Okla.; sister 
let ever printed on the Mrs, Mazelle Boyd, Texas· 
Woodham family. ville; brothers L, D •. 

Burial was at Westview and Barney Woodham, both 
Cemetery here. of Texasville; 3 grand-

Survivors include a children. 
sister, Mrs. Mary Morrott; * * * * 
brothe4 Joseph M, Woodham. 
* * * * * * VERNELL WOODHAM PATTERSOI 

KEMEMBER YOUR REUNION!! DOTHAN, Ala,--Vernell 

A 



OT/BUARIES ... cont. 

Woodham died here 20 Nov. 
at age 54. 

Vernell was born 13 
. , 1931 in Jakin, Ga., 

daughter of William Cody 
Woodham Sr. and Bertha 
Howell. She was the 
widow of Herbert Patter
son. Vernell was head 
cashier at Gaylord's 
Department Store before 
retirement. 

Burial was at Memory 
Hill Cemetery here. 

Survivors include a 
daughter, Mrs. Brenda 
Sue Weeks; mother, Mrs. 
Bertha Woodham; brother 
w. c. Woodham Jr., Live 
Oak, Fla.; sister, Mrs . 
Shirley Gouge, Dothan; 
2 granddaughters. 
* * * * * 

Mrs . LEE WOODHAM Sr. 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala .--Mrs. 
Sarah Francis ("Fannie " ) 

ith Woodham died 24 
~.;:b ., at age 87. 

Fannie was born 12 
June, 1898 in Barbour 
County . She was the 
widow of Lee Woodham Sr. 
She and Lee had 5 child
ren, including a son, 
Lee Jr. who died in 
World War II. 

Fannie was a housewife 
and a member of Concord 
Baptist Church. 

Burial was at Concord 
Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include sons 
Jack Woodham, Edward J. 
Woodham and Thomas 
Latrell Woodham, all of 
this area; 7 grandchild
ren; several great grand
children. 
* * * * * * 
ROBERT VELMA WOODHAM 

.HO, Ala. --Robert Velma 
Woodham , 71, died 7 Sept., 
1913 in Dale County, son 
of Raymond Leroy Woodham 
and Anna Estelle Andrews . 

He was a retired _employee 
of Dolly Madison Indust
ries. He was a veteran 
of World War II . and a 
member of New Hope Free 
Will Baptist Church . 

Burial was at New Hoper 
Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife 
Mrs. Frances Kirkland 
Woodham; daughter Mrs. 
JoAnn Ammons, Midland 
City; 2 grandchildren . 
* * * * * * 

ROY TALMADGE WOODHAM 

NAPIER FIELD, Ala. --Roy 
Talmadge Woodham, 64, 
died in a Birmingham hos
pital 2 Aug . 

Roy was born 25 Aug., 
1920 in Dale County, son 
of Jasper Richard Woodham 
Sr. and Mary A. Marshal 1. 
He was a retired home 
building contractor. 
When Napier Field was in
corporated in 1968, he 
was named its first mayor 
and was elected to a full 
term in 1970. 

Roy was a veteran of 
World War II and a member 
of Midland City Baptist 
Church. 

He was a charter member 
of the Woodham Family 
Association. 

Burial was at Gardens 
of Memory Cemetery near 
Headland. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Mrs. Frances Meeks 
Woodham; daughter, Mrs. 
Linda McKnight; sons 
James T. Woodham and Roy 
Asher Woodham, Midland 
City; sisters, Mrs . Bet
ty Jones, Brookhaven , 
Miss., Mrs. Edna Miller , 
Columbus , Ga. and Mrs. 
Ruth Jackson, Dothan; 
brothers J. Earl Woodham 
and Billy Charles Wood
ham, both of Dothan and 
R. Thomas Woodham, Eu
faula; 7 grandchildren. 
* * * * * * 

REMEMBER YOUR REUNION ! 
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JAMES MYZELL WOODHAM 

DOTHAN, Ala.--James Myz
ell Woodham, 73, died 
here 19 Oct. 

James was born 4 Oct., 
1912 in Houston County, 
son of Johnathan F. 
Woodham and Lucy E. 
Trotter. 

James was a veteran of 
12 years in the Army, in
cluding service in World 
War II. He was a retired 
Civil Service employee 
and a member of Heritage 
Baptist Church. 

Burial was at Memory 
Hill Cemetery here. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Ruth Woodham; a 
brother, Graves Woodham; 
neices and nephews. 
* * * * * * 

NOTES ... 

We are sorry to hear of 
the accident in which 
Robert Christoper ("Bob") 
Marshall was seriously 
injured but g lad to hear 
he is recovering . Bob 
is the grandson of Paul
ine Woodham Marshall of 
Midland City, Ala. He 
graduated from Auburn 
Univ. in June, 1985 and 
soon afterward while in 
Tampa, Fla. for a job 
interview, was injured 
in a water ski accident. 
He has enrolled at Aub
urn again. Good luck! 

Another grandson of 
Pauline's, David Jackson, 
has also graduated from 
Auburn in August and is 
now a sales representa
tive for Mobay Chemicals 
and living in Raleigh, 
NC. Two young men to be 
proud of, Pauline! 
* * * * * * * 
BISHOPVILLE,SC--Mary Dee 
Alice Woodham and Angela 
Michelle Woodham . both · 
made the Dean's List at 
Francis Marion College of 
Florence for Spring ,1985. 



~oohqttm ~critngc 

.Q:..EVERAL hundred descendants of 
"J1' the Woodham family can trace 
their ancestry to Asa Woodham, one 
of only two male Woodhams to stay 
in South Carolina when the rest of 
the family moved to the "western 
frontier" in Alabama during the 
1830's. 

Asa and his brother Stephen re
mained in the Stokes Bridge Comm
unity throughout their lives. They 
were later joined by their nephew, 
John Edward ("John Alabama") who 
was the only Woodham to move back 
to S.C. from Alabama. 

Asa was a son of Aris Woodham 
Senior and Rachel Beasley. He was 
born 3 July, 1795 in that part of 
Darlington County which later be
came part of Lee County. When Aris 
Sr. died, he willed his wife and 
son Asa the homeplace and another 
tract of land totaling 234 acres; 
Aris also left Rachel and Asa the 
Woodham grist mill and cotton gin, 
two very profitable businesses in 
that age. His grandfather Edward 
Woodham Junior also helped Asa get 
started with gifts, including sev
eral slaves. 

Asa married Elaine Elizabeth 
("Laney", "Lanie") Dubose about 
1820. She was a daughter of Peter 
Dubose Jr. and Elaine Worthington. 
Asa and Laney had at least 10 child
ren (see family sheet). Their old
est child, Mahalia, died in child
birth at age 16. A son Jehu, also 
apparently died young; daughter 

by 
Robert Earl Woodham 

Woodham Family Historian 

Marjorie Ann ("Marjary") also died V 
young. Asa's son Jarrett (Jarot, Jar
et, Jared) had only one son. Nothing 
is known of Asa's daughter Mary except 
that she married a Mixon. Pheriba 
Jane (Fereby) married Simpson Skinner 
and had at least 7 children (sons Asa 
Edward, Thomas and William Skinner). 
Hugh Middleton and his wife had no sur
viving children. They raised his nep
hew Jehu Middleton Woodham. Johnathan 
Edward and Sarah Martin Bruce had at 
least 12 children with two dying as in
fants and another daughter dying young. 
Harriett s. ("Hattie") and her husband 
William E. Hearon had 4 children (Nan
cy Elaine married Charles Welborn 
Woodham). 

Asa left a considerable estate to 
his family. On the 1860 US Census, 
he is shown with real estate valued 
at $5,250 and personal property worth 
$11,980--well above average for that 
time in Darlington County (average 
real estate was less than $1,000 and 
most people had less than $500 wort\._) 
of property) . 

Asa is buried in the historic Wood
ham Family Cemetery, located on land 
willed to him by his father. His 
tombstone has been destroyed along witr 
most others so we do not know when he 
died. From his estate records, we 
know he died about Dec., 1870 or Jan., 
1871. From the existing records I 
have found on Asa, he appears to have 
been a highly respected member of his 
community. An ancestor we can all be 
proud of. 



HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

ASA WOODHAM Date 19 86 

3 July, 1795 Where Darlington(now Lee) County.s.c Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

When Died (ca Dec, ,1870 or Janl87ll.vhere present Lee County, South CarolinMddm, P.O. Box 7446 

When Buried _______________ _ 

WhenMarried circa 1820 
Other Wives 
Number 1,2,c:tc. 

HilFather ARIS WOODHAM Senior 

Hit Grandfather EDWARD WOODHAM Junior 

Where Woodham Cemetery, Lee County. SC 

Where l)arlington County. South Carolina 

City Atlanta s1,1e Ga. 3035] 

This infonnation obtained from 

HisMother',MaidenName RACHEL BEASLEY Arj s Woodham Family Bible 

His Grandmother -=E:.:L:::E:cA=N,_,O'°'R,.,_ __________ _ 

WIFE' s MAIDEN NAME ELAINE ELIZABETH (" Laney" , "Lanie" ) DUBOSE 

Darlington co.,sc Wills(Arisl 

Darlington Co.,Estate Records 

When Dom 1803 Where P.resent Lee County r South caroJinaDarlington Co, SC Deed Becords 

187- Where Present ----------------When Died Lee CountY.!_ s.c. "Dubose Genealogy" 

When Buried _________________ Where Woodham Cemetery, Lee County. sc 
Other Huabandt 
Number 1,2,etc. 

1820, 1830, 1840, 1850, 1860 

Her Father 

Her Grandfath, 

PETER 

PETER 

l)UBOSE Junior HerMother',MaidenName ELAINE WORTHINGTON 1870 US Census of Darlington 

-- DUBOSE Senior Her Gnndmoth, " 
Co,, SC .. 

..... ClllLDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN State WIIENDIED 
or (In order of blrth) Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED - . 
F 1 MAHALIA(Mahaley) WOODHAM 15 Jan.,1821 Darlington s. 

Who CHRISTOPHER C, MIXOI .N 
c. 6Julyl837 When~;:1 1835 

Who .Y AEGENT ELI Z8BETH KEI,I,' 
M 2 JARRETT (Jaret.Jaret) 1823 (now part of " lOct.1864 When ca 1848 

Who SIMPSON SIS Il:J:NI:. E F 3 PHERIBA JANE (Fereby) 1825 Lee County) " When ca 1843 
Who MARJORIE ANNE, SKINI 

M • EMBERRY WOODHAM 28Sept.,1826 " " } <llnN] 878 When ,.,,. I860 
NER 

Who never married 
F 5 MARJORIE ANN ( "Marj ary") 1827 " " 111,;.1 When 

Who MIXON 
F MARY WOODHAM 182- " " 6 When 

Who CHAEITY ANN KELLY 
M 7 HUGH MIDDLETON WOODHAM 1830 " " 188- When 

Who SARAH MAETIN BBl!CE 
M 8 JOHNATHAN EDWARD WOODHAM 11 Nov .. 1832 " " 22Feblq93 When ca 1855 

Who NILI,IAM E HEARON 
F 9 HARRIETT S. ("Hattie") 1835 " " ca 1910 When ca 1855 

Who never mai::i::ied? 
M 10 JEHU WOODHAM 1837 " " ~~ l R ,;_ When 

Who 
11 When 

Who 
12 When 

Who 
u - When 

\. \. Who I 
14 Wh .. n -

r--



Weddings_ 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you 
hear of a relative get
ting married or engaged, 
please let us know so we 
can enter this informat
ion in our family re
cords as well as print 
it in the family news
letter, We can't know 
this unless you tell us. 
It is a shame for such 
wonderful events not to 
be in YOUR newsletter!!) 

WOODHAM SMITH 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala,--Jill 
Renee Woodham and Scott 
Griffin Smith were mar
ried at Sylvan Grove 
Methodist Church near 
here 15 June, 1985, 

Ji-1 is the daughter 
of Kenneth Michael 
(Michael) and Martha 
Woodham, She is the 
granddaughter of the 
late Pilly 0, and Mattie 
Woodham, 

Scott is the son of 
Dr, George Smith of 
Lineville and the late 
Mrs, Smith 

* * * * * * 

MORGAN SISSON 

DOTHAN, Ala,--Martha 
Jill Morgan and Doyle 
Dewain Sisson were mar
ried here 26 Oct. at 
First Methodist Church, 

Martha is the daughter 
of Patsy W-odham and her 
husband R. L. Morgan of 
Dothan and the grand
daughter of the late 
Johnny Christopher Wood
ham of Opp, Ala, and 
Mrs. Cleone Woodham. 

Martha is a graduate 
of Riley College and is 
now enrolled at Troy 
State Univ.-Dothan. 

Doyle is the son of 
Mrs. Mary F. Sisson of 
Columbus, Miss. 

* * * * * * 

* 

* 

Couple Observes 
50th Anniversary 

WOODHAM CL£NNY 

TEXASVILLE, Ala,--Annie 
Grace Woodham and her 
husband George Edward 
Clenny celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 
here at the Texasville 
Club House with a recep
tion hosted by their six 
children. 

Grace and George were 
married 20 Oct,, 1935. 

Grace is the daughter 
of Asa Jehu ("Acy") 
Woodham and Daisy C. 
Adams. 

A large crowd of 87 
relatives and friends 
attended the reception, 
coming from as far as 
Texas. Congragulations! 
* * * * * * * 

we are thankful for all 
the information on our 
ancestors sent in by 
relatives and friends 
in recent months. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Kelly Van 
Staaveren of Alexandria 
Va. and St. Augustine, 
Fla. has sent us a great 
deal of info on the 
Kelly/O 1 Kelly/Kelley 
family of Darlington/ 
Lee Counties, SC. Many 
of our family have mar
ried into this family 
since the mid-1800's. 
We know of at least 21 
Kellys who have married 
Woodhams with hundreds 
of descendants today, 
Elizabeth hopes to write 
a book on the descend
ants of this family. 
She is concentrating on 
the descendants of David 
Kelly, which include 
the wives of Jarrett and 
William Edward Woodham. 
we wish her well in this 
endeavor, 
* * * * * * 
If you have never sent 
us information on your 

family, please do so!! 

R 

* 

WOODHAM WINS 
SCHOLARSHIP 

V 

OZARK, Ala.--Amy DeLane 
Woodham has continued 
her high scholastic ach
ievements since enter
ing Wallace Community 
College of Dothan. Amy 
graduated from Carroll 
High School here in 1985 
with honors and won an 
academic scholarship 
to Wallace. Her high~ j 
grades during the falr
quarter earned her a 
place on the Dean's 
List. While in high 
school, Amy was on the 
yearbook staff, in the 
Honors Program, was pre
sident of the Art Club 
and member of the FBLA 
and Bi-Op Club. She is 
also a member of the 
Ozark Misses Club and 
the choir of Chalkhead 
Baptist Church. 

Amy is the daughter 
of Edsel and Earlene 
Woodham. 
* * * * * * 

WOODHAM BOOKS 

We still have a few 
copies of "THE WOODHAM 
FAMILY INDEX" and the 
booklet "WOODHAM HISTORY 
left. The INDEX can ' 
used to trace the ancU. 
try of Woodhams back to 
the first one in America 
write us if you would 

like to order a copy. 
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HONOR ROLL (continued from page 4) 

George D. Adams Huntsville, Alabama 
In Memory of his grandmother, Lucy Jane Woodham Smith 

Thomas Latrelle Woodham Midland City, Alabama 
In Memory of his parents, Lee Woodham Sr. 
and Sarah Francis (."Fannie") Smith and his uncle, 
John Wesley Woodham 

Brady & Nellie Woodham Apopka, Florida 
Evitus Mylus Woodham 

Mrs. 

In Memory of his father, 

Sarah E. Woodham Conroy 
In Memory of her parents 
and Eva Mae Howell 

Fred s. Woodham 
In Memory of his father, 

Morris Plains, New Jersey 
William Terrell Woodham 

Brooks, Georgia 
Owen Frederick Woodham 

Mrs. Martha Nell Adams Thompson 
In Memory of her grandmother, Lucy Jane Woodham Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. H. M. ("Jack") Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina 
In Memory of his parents, Ernest Edward Woodham 
and Era Esther Moore 

Homer Woodham Sr. 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Ruth Violet Neal 

Glenmora, Louisiana 
Bartow William Woodham 

$50 

$50 

$25 

$50 

$25 

$10 

$35 

$15 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Dowling Woodham Sr. Bishopville, South Carolina $10 
In Memory of his parents, Guthrie w. Woodham Sr. 
and Eva Etta Dowling 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Dowling Woodham Sr. Bishopville, South Carolina $25 
In Honor of Robert Earl Woodham, Woodham Family Historian 

Mrs. Pasadena, California Mary Wilson 
(a present to 

Memory of her 
Robert Earl and donated by him for Mary in 
great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham 

James Ople Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Willie Mae Marshall 

Mrs. Pauline Woodham Marshall 
In Memory of her parents, 
and Mattie w. Woodham 

Midland City, Alabama 
John Franklin Woodham 

Midland City, Alabama 
Filly O. Woodham 

$25 

$50 

$10 

Mrs. Estelle Woodham Texasville, Alabama $15 
In Memory of her husband, Everett Wade ("Monk") Woodham Sr. 

Mrs. Judy Woodham Price Bishopville, South Carolina 
In Memory of her parents, Asa Edward Woodham 
and Ara Leila Smith 

Foy Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Mary L. Fuller 

Dothan, Alabama 
Wiley Eveatus Woodham 

9 

$15 

$40 



HONOR ROLL, (continued from page 9) 

Mrs. Frances Woodham Young 
In Memory of her parents, 
and Mary Anna Hagler 

Littlerock, California 
Auzy Woodham 

$25 

Mrs. Hester Wells 
In Memory of her mother, 

Chipley, Florida 
Pauline Hartzog Lucas 

$25 

Mrs. Lillie Bell Dean $10 
In Memory of her sister, Pauline Hartzog Lucas 

Mrs. Catherine Warren $10 
In Memory of Pauline Hartzog Lucas 

Mrs. Ida H. Rhea Jonesboro, Louisiana $25 
In Memory of her mother, Cora Anna Woodham Holladay 

Robert Earl's mother's family 

The Enfinger Family 

Robert Earl Woodham 
In Memory of his father, 
(funds spent on printing, 
office supplies, etc.) 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Rufus Woodham 
postage, newsletters, 

$675 

$15 

circa $3,000 

a used typewriter, 

CORRESPONDENCE 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Ray M. and Mellona 

Woodham, Midland City, Ala. lost 
their beautiful and historic home 
in a fire 14 Dec.--built in lB00's) 
"Thank you for your concern about 
Mama and Daddy ... We saved the Bibles, 
a few photos that was on the TV and 
was so grateful that Daddy remember
ed to get the picture of the house 
that you mentioned in your letter. 
Daddy saved the old pictures be-
cause they were Inan old trunk. 
Of course, we did lose some old 
pictures that were hanging on the 
walls. There were several old 
pieces of furniture that belonged 
to my grandparents that I am so 
sorry to give up. It was such a 
loss. We are still having problems 
accepting the loss. My grandmother 
(Mrs. Lillie Woodham Powers) died 
Dec. 15, 1984. Also on Monday, 
January 27, 1986, my Aunt Mae 
(Woodham) Phillips lost her husband 
Kermit. This is Daddy's sister, 
Mae. 11 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Patricia Shipman 
Ozark, Alabama 

10 

"Just a few words to let you know what 
has happened to us. When I wrote you 
last, Everette was sick. He was siv 
for over two years after the doctors 
told us his troubles ... he passed away 
Nov. 16, 1985. I am doing OK. I 
sure do miss him but he was in an aw
ful condition ... we have missed you 
and the reunions. I always enjoy read· 
ing the Family JourriaZ." 

Mrs. Estelle Woodham 
(Mrs. Everette Wade Woodham Sr.) 
Clayton, Alabama 

* * * * * * * 
"Sending along a check for $25 in 
memory of Mr. & Mrs. Auzy Woodham. 
our family or at least 5 of us got 
together at Billies this past summer. 
Boe, J. T. & Grant didn't make it. 
There were several of daddy's grand
children there and 6 great grandchild
ren. In 1981, all of us were together 
at Hazel's for the 1st time since I 
was probably not more than 5 years 
old. Thank you for what you are doing 
for the Woodham Family Club." 

Mrs. Frances Woodham Young 
Littlerock, California 

V 
(keep those wonderful letters coming, 

we love to hear from you and about 
what's going on with you. 
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Founders and Sponsors of: 
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'filqe ;31111oobqnm 3lournnl 

If you are a Woodham, descendant or spouse of a Woodham, you are invited 
and urged to join and support YOUR family club. 

The Woodham Family Club is a non-profit, national family club for all 
members of the Woodham family. The Club is the only national organization 
in America devoted to presering our family's heritage and reuniting our 
family. Work began on the club in 1978; it was formally""inaugurated in 1979 
by Robert Earl Woodham, the Woodham Family Historian. He has spent thousands 
of hours and thousands of dollars and more than 30 years on his hobby of fam~ 
ily research. He volunteers his time and effort for the Club--he receives 
no pay for up to 60 hours a week or more on "family work". 

Robert Earl founded and sponsored the Woodham Family National Reunion in 
1979, holding the first event at Eufaula, Alabama. He also established the 
Woodham National Library. Our Family Library contains thousands of records 
and historic documents on Woodhams and descendants. It is the largest 
collection of information ever gathered on our family and includes inform
ation on thousands of Woodham marriages, census records, .deeds, military 
records, newspaper and magazine articles, obituaries, wills, cemetery and 

_peath records, photographs and much more. We gladly share this with you. 
nThe Woodham Family Club's main purposes are: 

(1) to gather and preserve our family history and information on living 
relatives; 

(2) reunite our scattered Family and inform all relatives about our 
mutual kinship. 

Our main goals are: 
• collect Woodham Family information, records and photographs; 
• preserve these in our Woodham National Library; 
• sponsor the Woodham Family National Reunion; 
• sponsor a national family newsletter ("The Woodham Family Journal"); 
• sponsor publication of books and photo albums to preserve our family 

history and make it available to all who want to know about their 
heritage. 

In order to do all this work for you, the Club must pay for such things as 
stationery, typing paper, pens, glue, typewriter ribbons, envelopes, liquid 
typing correction fluid, notebooks, staples, rulers, felt pens, art supplies, 
plastic covers, mail box rental, printing, postage, purchase of family records, 
xerox copies, razor blades, folders, stamp pad, typesetting, printing and 
postage for the newsletters and a host of other items. It isn't easy without 
your help. 

Our Woodham Family Club projects are sponsored through your annual member
ship dues and donations. If you are proud to be a part of the Woodham 
family--SHOW IT! Join and support your Woodham Family Club; take a part in 
your family and do it with pride! PLEASE ... renew your memberships every 
year. 
~ Annual membership dues are $10. Send your membership dues to: 

Woodham Family Club, P.O. Box 7446, Atlanta, Ga. 30357 

11 



Send Family -Pictures 
Only you can help us preserve your 
Woodham family photos. Send us copies 
of your pictures. Shown above is 
Marcus Morton Woodham Sr. and son 
John Webster Woodham, ca 1950. 

~oohqam 
JJ;nmill:! (!Ifuh of J\mericn 

P.O. Box 7446 
Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

,.,. 
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Off"ldal PubUallon al the Woodham FamDy Club 

Nrws of th, Woodham Family of Ammca 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor 11114 Publisher 

Woodham Family Journal 
P.O. Box 7446 

Atlanta, Georgia 303S7 
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News of the Woodham Family of America 

Vol. 8 No. 1 Official Publication of the Woodham Family Oub Oct., 1986 

Dreams Come True! 
4 fter 300 years of moving a c ross America with the frontiers and becoming more 
fl and more scattered , the Woodham family now has a chance of reuniting as 
one family . The firs t major step toward this goal was taken when we organized 
the Woodham Family Association. 

At l ong last, your family club now has some decent tools to do the work 
needed to make us a real family once a gain. The campaign to buy a used type
writer and copying machine ended recently with purchase of a new copier . Until 
now, we simply could not afford to reach relatives scattered all over the 
country with newsletters often enough to impress upon them what we are trying 
to do . Since the only results of the club's work that most relatives see is 
the family newsletter, it became urgent for us to print it more often and get 
it to more relatives. Our small membership couldn ' t afford the big printing 
cost to do that. 

Nor could we afford the cost of buying copies of family records from court
~uses all over the country , some of which charge up to $6 for one page . Now 

we can take our own copier to most places (a few won't let us because they 
"lose money " ). Without such records, we don 't know WHO our kinfolks are . 

Few people rea lize what all this means to our family . However, r esults from 
what we can now accomplish will be felt and remembered by our fami l y for gen
erations to come. The books we can now wor k on will preserve information for 
the future and help more relatives know and understand each other and our 
ancestors . They will know that Woodhams everywhere are all blood relatives 
and part of one family . Our mothers and fathers will not be forgotten. 

This is just the beginning . Now the effort and "work" moves into high gear . 

Woodham National Reunion 
EUFAULA , Ala.--The eighth annual 
Woodham Family National Reunion 
convened at its original site here 
Memorial Day weekend . 

Kinfolks from Alabama, Louisiana , 
Georg ia , Texas and Florida joined 
the celebration. A crowd of relat
i ves met for a Sunday gathering 
25 May in the picnic area of Lake
point State Park on Lake Eufaula . 

....,Ihey had a wonderful picnic meal, 
' "1joyed meeting new relatives and 

renewed old friendships . 
A wide array of handcrafts and 

plants was on sale with the proceeds 
going toward purchase of a copy ing 
machine , Very beautiful hand cro-

cheted sweaters, p illows and other 
handsome items went for bargain prices 
all made and donated by Woodham rel at
ives to help their family club . A 
total of $297 . 75 was collected on 
sales . Thi s idea has p roved so succ
essful (and fun!) that we plan to keep 
up these sal es of handcrafts at every 
National Reunion. Folks feel pride in 
giving something they make and others 
appreciate it more as a result . 

The 1987 Woodham National Reunion 
wi ll be he l d here at Lakepoint again. 
The main day will also be t he Sunday 
before Memorial Day . Start making 
p lans now to attend and enjoy thi s 
special event . 



Honor Roll Give to the Memorial Fund 7 
The Memorial Fund campaign by the Family Club to raise money for a copying 
machine and used typewriter has ended with success. Few of you will ever 
understand what this means for our family. Your grandchildren for genera
tions to come will know, however. Finally, we are capable of doing the 
work necessary7:oreach our goals of reuniting our scattered relatives and 
of gathering and preserving our family heritage. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all of you who donated money, those who 
made items for sale at the reunions and everyone who devoted their time and 
energy to this project. We want to especially thank Mrs. Adrian Hundley 
Roper of Columbus, Ga. who initiated this project and who served as head of 
the campaign fund. Without her, we would still be "wishing". 

Donations in memory of loved ones were made by the following relatives: 

Mrs. Norma T. Parrish 

Mr. 

In Memory of her husband, 

& Mrs. Clifford N. Woodham 
In Memory of his parents: 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

Mrs. Adrian Hundley Roper 
In Memory of her mother, 

Columbus, Georgia 
Rufus Woodham 

Tampa, Florida 
Isaac Newton Woodham 

Columbus, Georgia 
Tessie Inez Woodham 

Mrs. Alma Woodham Mathis Chipley, Florida 
In Memory of her parents: Luther Luny Woodham 
and Flossie Ivenora Burdeshaw 

Mrs. Inez Enfinger Frizzell Montgomery, Alabama 
In Memory of her grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

William T. Enfinger Columbus, Georgia 
Iri Memory of his grandmother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Herbert C. Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Robbie Mae Barnes 

Dighton, Kansas 
Arthur Jehu Woodham 

Mr. & Mrs. E. B. (Winnie) Wertz Cottonwood, Alabama 
In Memory of her mother, Tessie Inez Woodham 

Eugene Maxwell Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

Bradenton, Florida 
Isaac Newton Woodham 

Charles R. Simmons Thomasville, Georgia 
In Memory of his grandfather, Wright Pleasant Woodham 

Brady & Nellie Woodham 
In Memory of his father, 

Apopka, Florida 
Evitus Mylus Woodham 

$100 

$50 

$25 

$30 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

$25 

Nonie Murl Woodham Dorsey 
(Nonie also donated three 
In Memory of her parents, 

Henderson, Texas 
hand-crocheted afthans 
James Harley Woodham 

$10 
to be auctioned) 

and Mary Catherine Mullins, 

2 
(continued ... 



HONOR ROLL continued from page 2 

William Allen Woodham LaGrange, Georgia 
Ca Christmas present to Robert Earl and donated 
In Memory of his parents, Hessie Joshua Woodham 

$25 
in Bill's name) 
Senior 

"'-. and Nettie Bryant Hasty 

Robert Alan Woodham Kingsport, Tennessee 
John Will Woodham In Memory of his parents, 

and Wilma Baisden 

H. L. Woodham Columbus, Georgia 
parents, James Henry Woodham 
Whitlock 

In Memory of his 
and Eula Aldonia 

Mrs. Lula Woodham Opp, Alabama 
In Memory of her father, George Benjamin Woodham 

Mr. & Mrs. Waco Taylor Andalusia, Alabama 
In Memory of his mother, Nancy Edna Woodham Taylor 

Mrs. Laura v. Hatfield Headland, Alabama 
In Memory of her mother, Mattie Lee Woodham Cutchens 

Pat & Marjorie Woodham Moody, Texas 
In Memory of his father, Jesse Ellison Woodham 

Laura & Bill Roy and Roxanne & Richard Coy, Montgomery, Alabama 
A Gestetner mimeograph machine (worth several hundred dollars) 
In Memory of Edward Harley Woodham Jr. 

I"',, Mrs. Ruby Woodham Knight Ozark, Alabama 
R. V. Knight In Memory of her husband, 

Van Marlow Woodham Lakeland, Florida 
In Memory of his father Evitus Mylus Woodham 

Thomas Latrelle Woodham Midland City, Alabama 
In Memory of his father 
John Wesley Woodham 

Lee Woodham Senior and of bus uncle 

George D. Adams Huntsville, Alabama 
In Memory of his grandmother, Lucy Jane Woodham Smith 

Foy Woodham Dothan, Alabama 

Mrs. 

In Memory of his parents, Wiley Eveatus Woodham 
and Mary Leanora ("Nora") Fuller 

Sara E. Woodham Conroy 
In Memory of her parents 
and Eva Mae Howell 

Morris Plains, New Jersey 
William Terrell Woodham 

$10 

$15 

$10 

$20 

$10 

$10 

$25 

$20 

$50 

$50 

$40 

$50 

Mr. & Mrs. H. M. ("Jack") Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina $35 
In Memory of his parents Earnest Edward w-odham 
and Era Esther Moore 

Brooks, Georgia f°""I Fred S. Woodham 
In Memory of his father, Owen Frederick Woodham 

Mrs. Martha Nell Adams Thompson 

In Memory of her grandmother, Lucy Jane Woodham Smith 

3 

$25 

$10 



HONOR ROLL, continued from page 3 

Mrs. Ida H, Rhea Jonesboro, Louisiana 
In Memory of her mother, Cora Anna Woodham Holladay 

Mr, & Mrs. A. Dowling Woodham Sr. Bishopville, South Carolina 
In Memory of his parents Guthrie w. Woodham Sr. 
and Eva Etta Dowling 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Dowling Woodham Sr, Bishopville, South Carolina 
In Honor of Robert Earl Woodham 

Homer Woodham Senior Glenmora, Louisiana 
Bartow William Woodham In Memory of his parents, 

and Ruth Violet Neal 

Mrs. Mary Wilson Pasadena, California 
(a present to Robert Earl and donated by him for her) 
In Memory of her great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham 

Herbert C. Woodham Dighton, Kansas 
Arthur Jehu Woodham In Memory of his parents, 

and Robbie Mae Barnes 

Mrs. Hester L. Lucas Wells Chipley, Florida 

Mrs, 

In Memory of her grandmother, Hester Ann Woodham Hartzog 

Frances Woodham 
In Memory of her parents, 
and Mary Anna Hagler 

Littlerock, California 
Auzy Woodham 

$25 

$10 V 

$25 

$15 

$25 

$50 

$25 

$25 

Mrs. Zenobia Woodham Pensacola, Florida $29 V 
In Memory of her husband, Grady Cecil Woodham 

James Ople Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Willie Mae Marshall 

Dothan, Alabama 
John Franklin Woodham 

$50 

Mrs. Lillie Bell Lucas Dean $10 
In Memory of her grandmother, Hester Ann Woodham Hartzog 

Mrs. Catherine Warren $10 
In Memory of her mother, Hester Ann Woodham Hartzog 

Mrs, Estelle Woodham Clayton, Alabama $15 
In Memory of her husband, Everette Wade ("Monk") Woodham Sr. 

Mrs. Judy Woodham Price 
In Memory of her parents, 
and Ara Leila Smith 

Eugene Maxwell Woodham 
In Memory of his parents, 
and Mary Christian Efurd 

Bishopville, South Carolina 
Asa Edward Woodham Senior 

Bradenton, Florida 
Isaac Newton Woodham 

Mrs. Pauline Woodham Marshall Midland City, Alabama 
In Memory of her parents, Pillie o. Woodham 
and Mattie w. Woodham 

Mrs. Rhea Woodham Compton Decatur, Georgia 

In Memory of her parents, Robert R. Woodham Sr. and 
Lena L. Kelly 

4 

$15 

$10 

$10 

$15 

V 



HONOR ROLL continued from page 4 

William Allen Woodham LaGrange, Georgia $25 
tanother Christmas gift to Robert Earl and donated for Bill) 

I"'\ 
In Memory of hi.s parents, Mr. & Mrs. Ressie J. Woodham Sr. 

Robert Earl Woodham Atlanta, Georgia about $3,500 
(money donated during the campaign by Robert Earl and used to 
print newsletters, books, mailing newsletters, office supplies, 
daily postage, to buy copies of family records, research trips and 
for the copier and typewriter) 
In Memory of his father, Rufus Woodham 

J. B. Daughtry -Doth.an, Alabama - $50 
In l1en.ory of his grand.raother, Nellie Woodham Daughtry 

WOODHAM Pictures of loved ones 
are among our most 
precious possessions. 
Long after they are 
gone and memories have 
faded, a photograph 
can bring back thoughts 

F 
• I of home and family. For those of us who never saw 

a m·1 y a grandmother or uncle, a picture preserves their 
features. All too many of us have suffered the loss 

. of family pictures. A few have watched helpless as 
~ photos were destroyed by fire or storm. Most of us 

however, have "lost" family pictures because they 
were handed down to sisters and brothers. After a 

Photo 

Album 

few generations, the owner may not even know who 
people in the photos are. 

Robert Earl began collecting Woodham family pho
tos many years ago in an effort to preserve them 
for future generations. He realized soon that one 
person or even a small family club cannot afford 
to make negatives and copies of photos of every 
living and dead relative. Even then, all the family 
would not be able to share these pictures, 

Thus was born the idea of printing a family photo 
album--every year. An annual photo album can be 
handed down generation to generation; it can have 
pictures from every "branch" of the family; and the 
cost can be shared by us all. You can help in this 

in this important project. Send copies of youv pictures, especially older 
ones. If you do not have copies and can not have copies made of very old 
photos, we will be glad to return these to you after the albums are printed. 
We want to print pictures of all periods, recent and very old ones. You do 
not have to order a copy of the albums in order to have your pictures printed 
in them. These are family albums--not just for those who can afford them. 

You should order your copies of the 1986 photo album now. We hope to 
complete the 1986 album in time for Christmas; we hope to start working on 

-the 1987 album after the first of the year. 
~ Send your pictures and order your copies of the 1986 Album from: 

Woodham Family Association, P.O. Box 7446, Atlanta, Ga. 30357. 

1986 Woodham Family Photo Album: $10 (plus $1 posteige) 

5 



by 
Robert Earl Woodham 

Woodham Family Historian 

Very often, the only remains of a person's life is their grave marker. 
This is especially true of many ancestors during the 1800 1 s and of rela
tives who died young. As a result, a tombstone may be the only evidence 
of the life and death of our kinfolks. 

Since one of the main goals of the Family Association is to preserve 
memory of our relatives, we must therefore gather information from every 
source. Not only must we gather this information but we must make sure 
it is passed on to future generations. 

V 

Birth and death records were not begun in the South until well after 
World War I; many people died or were born without a death or birth cer
tificate being filed. If they never married, owned land or left an estate, 
no courthouse record may have been left by them. Many courthouse records 
have been destroyed by fire and thus records that did exist may have been 
lost. Dale County, Alabama has the largest concentration of Woodhams in 
the nation. All courthouse records there prior to 1880 were destroyed; 
the oldest records in Covington, Coffee, Geneva and Randolph counties, 
Alabama have also been destroyed. 

All too often, our ancestors were buried in graves with only simple 
wooden crosses or stakes to mark the site. I recall a few years ago when 
some unthinking folks called themselves "cleaning up" a cemetery in Cov
ington County, Ala. They removed all the rotting wooden crosses--dozens 
of them because they didn't look "pretty", I suppose. Later, the church 'v 
tried to make a survey of all the lots where someone was buried but could 
not because so many wooden markers had been removed. 

Even stone or cement tombstones are not "permanent". I have seen thou
sands of tombstones so worn that inscriptions can no longer be read, 

not even the names. As if the natural elements wearing down tombstones 
were not enough, we also have to contend with largescale destruction of 
entire cemeteries today. The oldest marked Woodham graves in America were 
destroyed a few years ago when someone leasing the property removed all 
the historic grave markers and plowed over the cemetery. Only parts of 
two tombstones have been preserved. Developers throughout the nation are 
wiping out cemeteries every day in spite of laws against this desecration. 

You can help us preserve cemetery records on your relatives by visiting 
graveyards in your area and copying down inscriptions to be preserved in 
the Woodham Family National Library. Do not copy such phrases as "Rest 
in Peace", etc. but do copy everything else. Copy the tombstones of every 
Woodham and descendant of a Woodham in the cemetery, including Woodham 
women, their husbands and children. Please give directions to the ceme
tery from the nearest town, What county it is inr the full name of the 
cemetery or church and the date you took the census (or list of burials). 

From time to time in the future, we will print lists of burials in the 
family newsletter. Although most of the cemeteries in Alabama, Georgia 
and South Carolina with large numbers of Woodham relatives have already U 
been copied by Robert Earl, there is still much to be done. There is no 
way we can afford to visit Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi and 
other states to get cemetery records; and one person cou·il.dn' t do this in 
one lifetime anyway, even if the money were available. We must have your 

help or information on Woodham burials will be lost--every day. 

r 



Graveyards 

Woodham Cemetery 

Location: 
Newton, Alabama (Dale County) 
next to former Hunt Army Airfield 
on Dale Co. Hwy. 18, s of us Hwy. 
231 (census, 1978) 

{All information listed as shown on tombstones unless shown within 
parenthesis { ). Information in parenthesis was obtained from public re
cords and interviews with various relatives. There are numerous unmarked 
graves in this cemetery; if you know of a Woodham relative buried there 
but not listed here, please let us know. This cemetery is located on land 
which was once part of the Aris Woodham Junior farmstead.) 

WOODHAM, 

{space) 
(adult) (?) 
(space) 
(adult) 
(adult) 

J • R. 

I"', WOODHAM, 

(adult) 

(WOODHAM) 

II 

(WOODHAM) , 

II 

" 

DOUGHERTY, 

" 

STEVENS, 

" 
" 

II 

" 

Joe Annie 18 Nov. , 1814 3 Apr., 
wife of 
(Joanna 

C. C. Woodham 
Riley, wife of Edward Christopher Woodham) 

{unmarked grave) 

(unmarked grave) 
(.unmarked grave) 
(initials on a small wooden marker) 

p. N. 26 Feb., 
Woodham) 

1813 17Feb., 
(Presley Nelson 

{Nancy Elizabeth, wife of Presley N., unmarked grave) 

(Aris Junior) 
{unmarked grave) 

(Caron H.) 
{unmarked grave, 

(Steven Moses) 
(unmarked grave) 

(1801) 

(1810) 
wife of Aris Jr.) 

(Apr., 1834) 

(Sarah Amanda Galloway) (Dec., 1834) 
{unmarked grave, wife of Steven Moses Woodham) 

(186 8) (Perry Caswell Sr. 
(unmarked grave, unverified) 

Nellie 
wife of M. H, 

20 Aug., 1838 
(Nellie Woodham, dau. of 

M. H. 
(l1aj or Holland 

20 Aug., 
Aris Woodham 

21 Nov., 
Woodham) 

25 Dec., 1825 
Dougherty, husband of Nellie 

M, E. 1862 
wife of w. H. 

(adult) (unmarked grave) 
Cora 1895 

dau. of w. H. & M. E. Stevens 
w. s. 1887 

son of w. H. & M. E. Stevens 
{adult, unmarked grave) 

7 

1890 

1900 

(1880) 

(187-) 

(190-) 

( 1914) 

(1932) 

1910 
Jr.) 

1906 

1900 

1911 

1918 



WOODHAM FAMILY CEMETERY, continued from page 7 

STEVENS, 
" 

D. 
Sarah 

wife 

Franklin 
M, 

of D, F, 

1853 
1848 

1911 
1920 

V 
STEVENS, Wiley 11 Oct., 1815 age 84 yrs. 

"a believer in the Primitive Baptist Faith" 
" Mary 15 Nov., 1820 age 75 yrs. 

BRACKIN, 

CANNON, 

BAGWELL, 
" 

REYNOLDS, 

BAGWELL, 

ENFINGER, 

" 
" 

GLOVER, 

BAULDREE, 

ACRE, 

(adult) 
(adult) 

wife of Wiley 

Ella 
dau. of w. J. & N. H. 

(adult, unmarked grave) 

Mattie 
wife of J, T, Cannon 

(adult, unmarked grave) 

13 Apr., 
Brackin 

13 Aug., 

1891 

1865 

c. G. 
A. 

15 June, 1845 
Martha 

(Martha Ann Stevens, 
15 June, 1851 

dau. of Wiley & Mary 

Jimmie 20 Mar., 1898 

R, R, 13 Mar., 1813 

Anna 27 Jan., 1891 
wife of H. J. Enfinger 

child of H. J. and Anna Enfinger 
child of H. J. and Anna Enfinger 

M, H. 22 Apr., 1911 
(adult ? , unmarked grave) 

J, o. aged ahcmt 51 

... . ory (worn) 30 Aug,, 1821 
(J. D. 

(stone foot marker with initials only) 

(unmarked grave) 
(unmarked grave) 

15 Feb,, 

14 Aug., 

23 Sept., 
30 Nov., 

Stevens) 

2 Oct., 

Oct., 

28 May, 

l Dec., 

1905 

1894 

1916 
1908 

1898 

1886 

1915 

-V 

1912 

1891 

The land where the Woodham Family Cemetery is located was owned by the 
Woodham family for many decades. It is no longer owned by the family now. 
Although established as a family cemetery, friends and neighbors of the 
Woodham family who were unrelated by blood, have also been buried there 
No burials have been made there as of 1986 for several decades. 

We hope some day to have a family club strong enough to be able to buy 
this land and preserve our family's cemetery. V 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE : if a 
Woodham relative has be
come engaged or married 
and their announcement 
does not appear here, it 
• because you d i d not 
~ke the effort to send 

us word. We try to put 
news about all our rel
atives ' marriages, etc . 
in the family newsletter . 
Clip any notices you see 
in your local newspaper 
and send these to us or 
write and tell us.) 

Weddings 

MOORE BURNHAM 

BISHOPVILLE,SC--Johnnie 
Belinda Moore and Thomas 
Daniel Burnham were mar
ried at Savannah Advent 
Church here 6 June. 

Johnnie is the daugh
ter of Betty Jo Woodham 
and her husband Bernard 
B. Moore . She is a 

A randdaughter of the 
1te Arthur and Johnnie 

1'1ae Woodham. She is a 
graduate of R.E . Lee 
Academy . 

Thomas is the son of 
Mrs. Mary A. Penley of 
Pensacola , Fla. and Ray 
c . Burnham , Brewton , 
Ala. He is a graduate 
of Washington High Sch
ool in Pensacola. He 
is currently in the US 
Navy serving aboard the 
USS John Rodgers ship . 
* * * 

WOODHAM WRIGHT 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Will
iam Patrick Woodham and 
Candace Lyn Wright were 
married here 19 July at 
Frazier Memorial Metho
dist Church . 

Patrick is the son of 
elate Robert Samuel 

.,oodham and Mrs. Virginia 
Mann Woodham of Roanoke, 
Ala . He is the grandson 

of the late Samuel Bas-

set. Woodham and Charity 
Ward Woodham of Houston 
Co., Ala. 

After a wedding trip 
to Mexico , the couple 
is residing in Wetumpka . 
* * * 
Engagement 

WOODHAM DRIGGERS 

BISHOPVILLE,SC--Mr . & 
Mrs . Mack T . Driggers of 
Florence , SC, announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter Gail Drigger s 
Morgan, to Marion War ner 
Woodham. 

Marion is the son of 
Andrew Dowling Woodham 
Sr. and Mary Ida Warner . 

Marion is currently em
ployed by G. W. Woodham 
& Sons insurance and real 
estate agency here. He 
has attended Francis 
Marion College in Flor
ence . 

The wedding will take 
place 24 Jan. at Central 
Methodist Church in 
Florence . 
* * * 
NOTES. .... 

OZARK , Ala .--Billy Edsel 
Woodham sought re- elect
ion as a County Commiss
ioner of Dale County in 
the recent Alabama elect
ions. He has served as 
Commissioner from the 
3rd District for the past 
three years . Edsel is 
a Dale Co . farmer and 
very active in community 
affairs, serving as a 
director of the Dale Co . 
Farm Bureau, member of 
the executiv e board of 
Dale County Hospital . 

Sorry, but we haven't 
heard how the election 
turned out. Hope you 
have many more terms , 
Edsel! 
* * 
DULUTH, Ga .--Robert 

Stephen Noodharn and his 

9 

* 

Pamela Harris of Duluth 
are t he p r oud new par
ents of a son , Nickolas 
Stephen Woodham , bor n 
13 July . Grandparents 
are Robert Earl Woodham 
and Mrs . Betty Dubose 
and maternal grandpar
ents , Mr . & Mrs . Norman 
Harri s . 
* * * 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Starla 
Marie Woodham and her 
husband Comer Borland of 
Midland City have a son, 
Aris Comer Borl and, born 
here 10 Jan . 

Grandparents are Mr . & 
Mrs . Pilly O. Woodham of 
Midland City and Mr . & 
Mrs . Wallace c. Borland 
of Pinckard. 
* * 
OZARK , Ala . --Mrs . I-1yra 
Earlene Woodham is now 

* 

a senior student at Troy 
State University at Troy , 
Ala. Myra was inducted 
into Beta Phi honor soc
iety during her junior 
year . Members of the 
s ociety must achieve a 
scholastic standing in 
the top 20 percent of 
their class. Myra is 
the wife of Edsel Wood
ham of Ozark . 
* * 
BISHOPVILLE , SC--Mrs. 

* 
Ruth Woodham won the 
horticulture sweepstakes 
at the recent Lee County 
Cotton Pickin' Festival . 
Ruth is very active in 
her garden club and in 
area flower shows . Ruth 
is the wife of H. M. 
"Jack" Woodham . 
* * * 
MIDLAND CITY, Ala .--The 
1985- 1986 Outstanding 
4- H' er of the Year Award 
was presented to Tanya 
Denise Woodhar.\ and Becky 
Woodham . They were re
cognized at the annual 
awards p r ogram last sp
ring . Both Tanya and 
Becky won competition in 
several different fields . 

Keep up the good work! 



Obituaries 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: if a 
Woodham relative has 
died recently and their 
obit has not appeared 
in the newsletter, it is 
because we wern't noti
fied. When you learn 
of a death in the family, 
PLEASE let us know. It 
is a crying shame when 
a Woodham relative dies 
and their obit isn't 
in their own family 
newsletter--that is the 
whole purpose of your 
newsletter--for news 
abour YOUR family.) 

THEO EMMA WOODHAM 

HARTSVILLE, SC--Theo 
Emma Woodham died here 
5 Aug. at age 78. She 
was the widow of Dan 
Rushton Cook. 

Theo was born 15 Aug., 
1907 in Lee County, dau
ghter of Asa Lorenzo 
("Laurie Ace") Woodham. 
and Susan Lillian Rog
ers. She attended Cok
er College here and was 
a retired accountant for 
Jordan Motors. She was a 
member of Bethlehem Me
thodist Church. 

Burial was at Bethle
hem Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include a 
daughter, Mrs. Sarah 
Welch, Hartsville; sis
ter, Mrs. Sarah Woodham 
Hearon; 3 grandchildren; 
6 great grandchildren. 
* * * 

LOTTIE MYRL WOODHAM 

ATLANTA, Ga.--Lottie 
Myrl (Myrl) Woodham died 
here 23 April. She was 
60. 

Myrl was born 3 Mar., 
1926 in Slocomb, Ala., 
daughter of John Early 
Woodham and Walcie Lee 
Ballard. She married 

James Olon Polston 27 

Nov., 1943. 
Burial was at Eternal 

Hills Memory Gardens in 
Chamblee, where Myrl 
and Olon resided. 

Surviving are her hus
band of Chamblee; daugh
ters Mrs. Linda Bowen, 
Chapel Hill, NC and Mrs, 
Rebecca Dally, Social 
Circle; sons Dr. J. T. 
"Tim" Polston, Logans
ville and Kevin B. Pol
ston, Chamblee; sisters 
Mrs. Marie Woodham Bol
den and Mrs. Jane Wood
ham Bass, both of Grace
ville, Fla., Mrs. Arie 
West, Bonifay, Fla,; 
brothers John Dougal 
Woodham, Tallahassee, 
Fla., Jack W. & Wendell 
Woodham, both of Grace
ville and Paul A. Wood
ham, Chipley, Fla.; 7 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

TULLIS CLINTON WOODHAM 

HEADLAND, Ala.--Tullis 
Clinton Woodham died in 
Dothan 18 Jan. at 75. 

Tullis was born 21 
Nov,, 1910 in Houston Co,, 
son of William Harvey 
Woodham and Mattie Mur
dock, He was a retired 
brick mason and farmer. 
He was a member of the 
Beulah Baptist Church 
north of Dothan where he 
lived most of his life, 

Burial was at the 
Beulah Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Verneda Davis Wood
ham; a son, Wyndell Ray 
Woodham, Dothan; a sis
ter, Mrs. Marie Kirk
land, Cowarts; 3 grand 
children. 
* * * 

BETTIE KELLEY JACKSON 

HARTSVILLE, SC--Mrs. 
Bettie Kelley Jackson, 
97, died here 9 Mar. 

Bettie was born in 

1889, daughter of Elaine 

, n 

Elizabeth ("Lannie") 
Woodham and Roberts. 
Kelley, She was a grand
daughter of John Edward 
Woodham and Sarah Bruce. 

She was a retired sv· 
clerk and a member of 
John Wesley Methodist 
Church. 

Survivors include a 
sister, Mrs. Annie Seg
ars, Hartsville; nieces 
and nephews. 

Burial was at Westview 
Cemetery here. 
* * * 

Mrs. HENRY M. WOODHAl-1 

NEWVILLE, Ala.--Mrs, 
Virginia Goodman Wood
ham died in Dothan 28 
Jan. at age 75. She 
was the widow of Henry 
Malcolm Woodham. 

Virginia was born in 
Barbour County, Ala.; 
she had lived in Henry 
Co, since 1923 and was 
married to Henry in 
1927, Virginia was a 
member of Balkum BaptU 
Church. 

Burial was at Balkum 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Surviving are a dau
ghter, Betty Woodham, 
Newville; son, James 
Edward Woodham, Headland; 
stepdaughter, Mrs. Myrtle 
Woodham Schofield, 
Quincy, Fla.; 3 sisters; 
2 grandchildren; 2 great 
grandchildren; one step 
great grandchild. 
* * * 

THELMA INEZ WOODHAM 

APALACHICOLA, Fla,--Thel
ma Inez Woodham died 
13 May at age 72. She 
was the widow of Stephen 
Sylvester Tarentino. 

Thelma was born 6 Sept. 
1913 in Geneva Co., A]~., 
daughter of Mr, & Mrsl....J 
Luther Luny Woodham, 

Burial was at Chestnut 
Cemetery, Surviving are 

a son, Stephen Tarention. 



~oohlram 
Jlf amilt! Qlluh of ~meri.ca 

Founders and Sponsors of 
~oobqZim !JZitionZil ~union 

~oohqZim !JZitionZil Jljibrnrl? 

'<Irqe ~oohqZim JjournZil 

If you are a Woodham , desce ndant or spouse of a Woodham , you are invited 
and urged to join and support YOUR family club. 

The Woodham Family Club is a non-profit, national family club for all 
members of the Woodham family. The Club is the only national organization 
in America devoted to presering our family ' s heritage and reuniting our 
family. Work began on the club in 1978; it was formalry-inaugurated in 1979 
by Robe rt Earl Woodham , the Woodham Family Histori a n. He has spent thousands 
of hours and thousands of doll ars and more than 30 years on his hobby of fam
ily research. He volunteers his time and effort for the Club--he receives 
no pay for up to 60 hours a week or more on " family work ". 

Robert Earl founded and sponsored the Woodham Family Nation a l Reunion in 
1979, holding t he first event at Eufaula, Alabama . He also established the 
Woodham National Library. Our Family Library contains t housands of recor ds 
and historic documents on Woodhams and descendants. It is the largest 
collect ion of information ever gathered on o ur family and includes inform
ation on thousands of Woodham marriages , census records , .deeds, military 
records , newspaper and magazine art icles, obituaries , wills, cemetery and 
death records, photographs and much more . We gladl y share this with you . 

The Woodham Family Club's main purposes are: 
(1) to gather and preserve our family history and information on living 

rel atives; 
(2) reunite our scattered Family and inform all relatives about our 

mutual kinship. 
Our main goals are: 

• collect Woodham Family information , records and photographs ; 
• preserve these in our Woodham National Library; 
• sponsor the Woodham Family National Reunion; 
• sponsor a national family newsletter ("The Woodham Family Journal"); 
• sponsor publication of books and photo albums t o preserve our family 

history and make it available to all who want t o know about their 
heritage. 

In order t o do a ll this work for you , the Club must pay for such things as 
stationery , typing paper, pens , glue, t ypewriter ribbons , envelopes , liquid 
typing correction fluid, notebooks , staples, rulers , felt pens, art supplies, 
p lastic covers, mail box rental , printing , postage , purchase of family record~ 
xerox copies , razor blades, folders, stamp pad, typesetting, printing and 
postage for the news letters and a host of o ther items. It isn't easy without 
your help. 

Our Woodham Family Club projects are sponsored through your annual member
ship dues and donations . If you are proud to be a part of the Woodham 
family--SHOW IT! Join and support your Woodham Family Club ; t ake a part in 
your family and do it with pride! PLEASE ... renew your memberships every 
year. 

Annual membership dues are $10 . Send your membership dues to : 

Woodham Family Cl ub , P.O. Box 7446, Atlanta, Ga . 30357 
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Quilt winner 
The now famous quilt which we sold 
raffle tickets for last year and 
again this year has finally found a 
permenent winner, J.B. and Bessie 
Daughtry of Dothan, Ala. J.B. is 
the son of James Wilburn Daughtry 
and grandson of Nellie Woodham and 
Major Holland Daughtry. 

Ticket sales this year totaled 
$131 and $219 last year--all of 
which was donated toward purchase 
of our new copying machine. 

The quilt was sewn by Adrian 
Hundley Roper of Columbus, Ga. dau
ghter of Tessie Inez Woodham and 
Frank H. Hundley. The quilt was 
turned into a real family affair, 
with sisters Mrs. Winnie Wertz and 
Mrs. Katheryn Hayes also working on 
it. Adrian spent a weekend with 
Winnie in Cottonwood, Ala. and 
Kathryn came up from Tallahassee, 
Fla. They spent much of the week
end sewing on the quilt while the 
menfolk did the kitchen work. 

They turned out a quilt that any
one would be proud to own. 

~oooqttm 
Jlf nmi! g <1I!uh nf J\niericn 

P.O. Box 7446 
Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

The project was dreamed up by Adrian 
as a way to help raise funds for the 
copying machine. She and other mem
bers of her immediate family and th
eir children all sold tickets at $1 
each. At the first drawing last V 
year during the Woodham National Re
union, Thomas Latrell Woodham of Mid
land City, Ala. won. He said he had 
never won anything like that in his 
life and had to leave the reunion 
early because of working the night be
fore. He said in case he did happen 
to win, to donate it back to the fam
ily club and raffle it again. 

This act of love by Adrian was a 
fitting memorial to Tessie Woodham 
Hundley by her children and grand
children. She would be very proud of 
you all. 

"Dear Cousins, 
We were pleased to receive the quilt. 

It is so pretty and matches the decor 
of our bedroom so good that we can't 
turn it back as the man did last year. 

Therefore, we are enclosing a check 
for $50 to help on the purchase of 
the duplicating machine.·• 

Best wishes, J.B. & Bessie" 

BULK RATE 
U, S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
AVONDALE ESTATES, GI\ 

PERMIT NO. 42 

V 
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Woodham Family Association 
The Woodham Family Association is a national, non-profit family club for all 
descendants of the Woodham family in America. We need a family club to 
preserve our family's heritage and help reunite our scattered relatives. 
WHAT WE DO: the Association sponsors the Woodham Family National Reunion, 
this national family newsletter, the Woodham Family National Library and 
research to know who we are. The research is basic to everything: you can't 
have a "family" reunion unless all the people are kinfolks and know it; we 
can't locate and contact relatives all over America without research. 
HOW WE DO IT: all the work that goes into the annual reunion, gathering fam
ily records, printing the newsletters and other projects is donated. No one 
gets paid--we are all volunteers who work for love of our family. The cost 
of the reunion, newsletters, office supplies, buying copies of family records, 
correspondence and a host of other expenses is paid for with your annual 
family club membership dues and donations. 

The family club needs your continued support--every year. The Woodham 
National Reunion should be the single most important event in our lives. It 
is the one time of the year set aside for all of us to come together: cousins, 

~rothers, sisters, parents, children, grandchildren. This is the biggest 
thing that holds us together. If you don't support the Association, that 
means fewer newsletters will be printed and that in turn means fewer people 
will hear about the reunions. Without your financial support every year, 
it also means less to spend on finding scattered relatives and less to buy 
records to learn about ourselves. 

The Woodham Family Association's main purposes are to: 
(1) gather and preserve our family history and information on 

living relatives 
(2) reunite our scattered family and inform kinfolks about our 

relation 
Our main goals are to: 

• collect Woodham family records, information and photographs 
• preserve these in the Woodham Family National Library 
• sponsor the Woodham Family National Reunion 
• sponsor a national family newsletter to keep us informed 

about each other 
• sponsor publication of books and photo albums to preserve 

the memory of our parents back to the first ones and to 
make this information available to all who want it 

JOIN THE WOODHAM FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

""' EVERY Woodham and EVERY descendant of a Woodham is urged to join and support your Woodham Family Association. 
A subscription to this family magazine is included with each membership. Your membership will provide more support for 
the magazine and also help support more research on the family and other programs. Annual membership dues for adults is 
$10; for children I 7 and under, $5. Fill out the form below and send with your check or money order payable to Woodham 
Family Association. We urge every member of every family to join and support our cause. 



Honor Roll GivetolheMelttoriaIFnnd 7 
We are proud to announce purchase of our own copying machine! This newslet 
ter was printed on our new copier. It is a plain paper copier, one of the 
lowest priced desktop models and not capable of large volume printing. Only 
a limited number of newsletters will be sent to members and a few former mem
bers this issue. The value of the copier and some supplies for it was more 
than $2,000. Our thanks to Adrian Hundley Roper of Columbus, Ga. who headed 
up the campaign to raise these funds. And our grateful thanks to all of you 
who donated your money and efforts to this wonderful cause. 

On the way home from last year's National Reunion, Adrian suggested we con
tinue the fund-raising campaign with a new goal to purchase a computer,'fam
ily records, etc. Then last winter, I was able to use a computer for two 
months. In that brief time, I discovered just how valuable a computer could 
be for us. I began entering information from the "WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX" into 
the computer and quickly learned we could "find" information much faster; 
numerous tedious jobs could be done in seconds by a computer, such as a mail
ing list, searching for information, tracking down particular ancestors and 
so forth. Our family club handles more information than many small businesse 
and as a result, a great deal of time is wasted on such jobs--time we could 
spend doing other work: work that could produce more books, more research 
for you. The campaign is already underway with donations from Robert Earl's 
mother's family. Help us make this effort a fitting tribute to our loved 
ones and provide a legacy of our heritage for the children to come. Make 
your donations in memory of a deceased loved one or in honor of a living rel
ative. Give full names and how you are related. 

The following members of the Woodham family have made donations toward 
purchase of a computer, family records, etc. 

Mrs. Judy Woodham Price Bishopville, South Carolina $50 
In Memory of my parents Asa Edward and Ara Leila Smith Woodham 

James w. Shaver Trenton, South Carolina $10 
In Honor of my mother, Modelle Ethel Woodham (Mrs. C. W. Shaver) 

Mrs. Norma T. Parrish Columbus, Georgia $20 
In Memory of my husband, Rufus Woodham 

Robert Earl Woodham 
In Memory of my father, 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Rufus Woodham 

$100 

A wards Program 
Retiring isn't easy for some of our 
kinfolks, especially if they have 
led a full life. Such a person is 
Lillian Maezelle Woodham 0£ Barbour 
County, Ala. Maezelle is the dau
ghter of the late Levin Oscar and 
Mabel Adams Woodham and widow of 
John Robert (n Bob") Boyd Sr. She 
was recently honored by the Alabama 
Resource and Leadership Development 
Program with its 1986 Leadership 
Award. The program is sponsored by 
the Alabama Cooperative Extension 
Service, Business Council of Alabama 

2 

and Liberty National Life Insurance 
Co. and annually honors an outstand
ing leader from each Alabama county. 

Maezelle is a retired school teach
er and she and Bob operated a rural 
general store near Texasville until 
his death in 1967. Maezelle and son 
Johnny then operated the store until 
she "retired" again. Now, Maezelle 
only has time for the Homemaker's 
Club (22 years), working as a poll 
election official, school activitieU 
volunteer fire department, nutrition 
program, community clubhouse and so 
much more. She is also a strong sup-
porter of the Association and Reunion. 



(EDITOR'S NOTE: if your 
loved one's obituary does 
Rt appear i.n the family 
,. ,ws letter, i.t is because 
you did not tell us. Ple
ase clip all newspaper 
obits and the name and 
date of the paper and 
send to us to preserve; 
if you hear of any death 
in the family, tell us) 

WILLIAM EMORY CROSS 

IRON CITY, Ga,--William 
Emory cross died 22 Jan., 
in a Dothan, Ala. hos
pital at age 73, He 
was the husband of Lois 
Woodham. 

Emory was born in 
Seminole County, Ga. on 
19 Aug., 1913, son of 
w. B. Cross and Mary 
Etta Drake. He was a 
retired contractor and 
carpenter. Emory was 
well known in the tri-
~ate area as a Sacred 

irp singer and was act
ive in the Wiregrass 
Area Singing Convention 
for many years and ser
ved as president. He and 
Lois were married 22 Oct., 
1938 and were parents of 
four children. Their 
son Joseph died in 1966 
while in the Air Force. 

Burial was at Corinth 
Baptist Church here. 

Survivors include his 
wife Lois; daughter Mrs. 
Kathryn Cross Logue; sons 
Charles E. Cross Sr., 
Atlanta and J. Darrell 
Cross, Bascom, Fla.; 7 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

BRADY WOODHAM 

APOPKA, Fla.--Brady wood
~ died here 16 Sept., 
,. 185 at age 74. 

Brady was born 16 May, 
1909 in Geneva Co., Ala., 
son of Evitis M. & Ethel 
May White Woodham. He 
was married to Nellie 

Shoemaker in 1932 at Or-. 
lando. He was a member 
of the Woodham Family 
Association and support
ed the National Reunion. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Nellie Woodham; 
sons Guy Woodham and 
Robert B. Woodham. 
* * * 
Mrs. JESSEE. WOODHAM 

AVON PARK, Fla.--Mrs. 
Thelma Mae Cutchen Wood
ham died 3 Oct .. 

Thelma was the widow 
of Jessie Ellison Wood
ham. She was born 25 
Dec., 1905 in Dale Coun
ty, Ala., daughter of 
T. c. & Minnie Cutchen. 
Thelma and Jessie had 
five children. 

Burial was at Concord 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
near Newville, Ala. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Pat T. Woodham, 
Moody, Tex. and earl E. 
Woodham, Avon Park; 7 
grandchildren, 12 great 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

YORK WOODHAM 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--York 
Woodham died here 25 
July, 1986 at age 66. 

York was born 31 July, 
1919 in Clarke County, 
Ala., son of Richard Agee 
Woodham and Bessie York. 
He was a veteran of Wo
rld War II and served in 
the Army in France. He 
worked for many years 
as a fireman for Maxwell 
Air Force Base here. 

Burial was at Greenwood 
Cemetery here. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Verna M. Woodham; 
daughter, Mrs. Jean Wood
ham Jackson; son Richard 
York Woodham, Wetumpka; 
sisters Mrs. Virginia 
Woodham Greene and Mrs. 
Elva Woodham Hoven, both 
of Jackson, Ala.; bro-
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the.rs R, A. Woodham 
and George F, Woodham 
both of Coffeeville, 
Ala., Hugh Woodham, 
Jackson Ben E. Woodham 
Sr., Montgomery and 
Emelle D. Woodham 
South Beach Daytona, 
Fla.; one granddaughter. 
* * * 

CLYDE WOODHAM MAUND 

OZARK, Ala.--Clyde 
Woodham Maund died in 
Dothan 25 Nov. at age 
67. 

Cylde was born in 
Dale County, daughter 
of Wesley Alver Wood
ham and Ona Pearl Skin
ner. She was the wid
ow of Elmer s.c. Maund. 
They were married in 
1935. She was a member 
of Chalkhead Baptist 
Church. 

Burial was at Chalk
head Cemetery. 

Surviving are daugh
ters Mrs. Margie Wright, 
Mrs. Janice Shaw, Mrs. 
June Beasley and Mrs. 
Jane Roberts, all of 
Ozark; son Eugene Maung, 
Ozark; sisters, Mrs. 
Mavis Woodham Wright, 
Midland City and Mrs. 
Doris Woodham Akens, 
Anniston; brothers J.C. 
Woodham, Clayhatchee, 
Luther Woodham, Panama 
City, Fla., tommy E. 
Woodham, Ozark; 17 
grandchildren; 3 great 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

DOTTIE WOODHAM CASEY 

HETH, Ark.--Dottie Rea 
Woodham Casey died 22 
Dec. in West Memphis 
at age 89. 

Dottie was born 27 
Oct., 1902 in Poinsett 
County, Ark., daughter 
of William Sherman Wood
ham and Ada Mae Hender
son. She was the widow 
of Lee Jessie Casey. 
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Dottie was a homemaker 
and a member of the church 
of Christ in Hughes, Ark. 

Burial was in Tyre 
Cemetery. 

Survivors include 
daughters Mrs. Ouida 
Dean, Chesterville, Mo. 
and Mrs. Ida Lee Patter
son, Heth; son w. c. 
Casey, Heth; sisters, 
Mrs. Addie Woodham 
Ezelle, Wynne and Mrs. 
Lorea Woodham Nowlin, 
New Albany, Miss.; 
brother, Hershel Wood
ham, Cherry Valley; 
13 grandchildren; 22 
great grandchildren. 
* * * 

GARY WOODHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Gary 
Woodham died 2 Jan., at 
age 91, one of the old
est Woodham men today. 

Gary was born 4 Jan., 
1897 in Lee County, son 
of John Wesley Woodham 
and Anna Jane Folsom. He 
was a farmer and lived 
in one of the oldest 
Woodham homes still in 
use in America, which 
had been the home of his 
parents. 

He was a charter mem
ber of the Woodham Fam
ily Association. Gary 
was a veteran of the 
Army in World War I and 
a member of Savannah 
Advent Christian Church. 

Burial was at Savannah 
Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include 
seven nieces. 
* * 

NOTES .... 
OZARK, Ala.--Edsel Wood
ham won re-election to 
his second term as a 
Commissioner from the 
Third District on the 
Dale County Commission. 
Edsel, like his Woodham 
ancestors before him, 

* 

is a Democrat. Among im
provements during his 
first term was more pav
ing of Dale's many dirt 
roads, 

* * * 
BRINSON, Ga.--Our many 
thanks to James William 
and Joy Woodham of Brin
son, Ga. for their ef
forts for the family. 
Joy and James visited 
courthouses in Colquitt 
and Bainbridge, Ga. to 
get xerox copies of mar
riage records for Miller 
and Decatur Counties. 
The oldest records they 
obtained were two from 
the year 1867. 
* * * 
TROY, Ala.--Stephanie 
Leigh Woodham has been 
chosen as a member of the 
Troy State University 
Collegiate Singers. She 
recently participated in 
the group's 1987 tour, 
including Disneyworld, 
Daytona, Perry, Ormond 
Beach and Lake Wales, 
Fla. She was named to 
the Dean's List for the 
Fall Quarter. Stephanie 
is daughter of Robert 
Edward (Edward) and Hel
en Woodham. 
* * * 
OZARK, Ala.--Becky Wood
ham has won the 1986-87 
Member of the Year award 
for the South Dale Jun
ior High School A 4-H 
Club. We think Becky 
is daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Daniel Woodham. She is 
also an AB Honor Roll 
student. 
* * * 
IRON CITY, Ga,--Suzanne 
Logue is a member of the 
Florida State University 
Chorus at Tallahassee 
where she is a junior. 
Suzanne recently partic
ipated in a concert con
ducted by Robert Shaw, 
director of the Atlanta 
Symphony with the 400 
voice group. She is the 
daughter of Catherine 
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and Buryl Logue and 
granddaughter of Lois 
Woodham Cross, all of 
Iron City, 
* * 
OZARK, Ala.--Jeff wocU 
ham won a technical 
scholarship to attend 
Wallace State Junior 
College in Dothan last 
summer. He was an hon
or student at Carroll 
High School shere he 
was a member of the 
band, VICA Club and 
Drafting Club. He also 
has served as Sunday 
School superintendent, 
yough leader, youth 
visitation leader and 
sings in the choir at 
Mt. Carmel Methodist 
Church. He is the son 
of Edwin and Janice 
Woodham. 
* * * 
EUFAULA, Ala.--After a 
highly successful six 
years as head football 
coach of the GreenvilJe 
High School Tigers, V 
Wayne McCoy Woodham 
took over in spring of 
1986 as head football 
coach at Eufaula High 
School. When Wayne 
went to Greenville in 
1980, the Tigers had 
posted a dismal record 
of 1-19 for the last 
two seasons. He turn
ed the program around 
and in the next six 
years, Greenville bo
asted a record of 63-
14 and earned five 
trips to the Alabama 
High School Athletic 
Assoc. playoffs for the 
state championship. 
Wayne spent four years 
as defensive coordinat
or at Eufaula before 
going to Greenville. 
* * * 
If you see a news ar~ , 
icle on a Woodham ret,.J 
ative, clip it (and the 
name and date of the 
paper) and send to us. 
Tell us the news! 



Family ReunionHeld 
FAULA, Ala. --About 60 faithful 

vvoodham relatives made the pilgri
mage to Lakepoint State Park on 
Memorial Day weekend for the 9th 
annual Woodham Family National 
Reunion . It wasn't our biggest 
reunion but it might well be the 
wettest. A quick shower hit just 
before dinner . Then , just as we 
were finishing the picnic , a heavy 
downpour struck and washed out the 
gathering totally. 

We did not even finish regist
ering everyone, much less get any
thing done about memberships for 
the coming year . We ended up 
with only 3 members joining the 
Association for this year . 

The lack of family newsletters 
may also have hurt attendance . Un
fortunately , Robert Earl was work
ing seven days a week , 11 hours a 
day for some time before the re
union and was unable to prepare 
newsletters--not to mention a lack 

funds to mail them. 
In spite of the rain, we did 

have a good time seeing each other . 
Woodham relatives from Tennessee, 
Texas , Alabama , Georgia and Flor
ida attended . Pat and Margie 
Woodham and two friends of Moody, 
Texas traveled the furthest . 

A beach party for the kids and 
young folks was enjoyed briefly 
until it too, was washed out. 

This was the ninth time the Wood
ham family has gathered on a nat
ional scale since the founding of 
the Woodham National Reunion by 
family historian Robert Earl Wood
ham in 1979. That first national 
gathering was also held at Eufaula ' s 
Lakepoint State Park. The site is 
a favorite because it is a major 
resort park near the heart of 
"Woodham Country" , an area contain
ing the largest number of Woodham 
relatives in the nation . 

After using the name "Woodham 
amily Club " briefly , the organ
~ation has resumed the name we 

negan with : Woodham Family 
Association . Robert Earl contin
ues as its president . If you have 
not joined this year , please do so, 
we need your continued support. 
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Family Prepares 
For Celebration 

Next year , we will celebrate our 10th 
anniversary of the National Reunion 
and the Association . We are already 
working on plans to make it a big one. 

We will try to f ill both Saturday 
and Sunday wi th activities at Lake
point Park and in downtown Eufaula. 
Some of the events we are planning 
are beach parties for young people , 
poolside parties, cookouts Friday and 
noon Saturday and perhaps a fish f r y 
Saturday night, as we l l as the trad
itional p icnic Sunday , entertainment , 
a bazaar and sale, sightseeing trips, 
seminars on family history and a party 
and fireworks Saturday night . 

If you play an instrument, we urge 
you to attend Saturday night to help 
with entertainment. Plans are not 
definite yet -but we are thinking of 
a party , entertainment and fireworks 
at the amphitheater in downtown Eu
faula on Saturday night , along wi t h 
a pool party at the Eufaula Inn (form
erly the Holiday Inn) across the road. 

Eufaula is a wonderful place for a 
weekend holiday and Memorial Day week
end is the first big holiday of the 
summer . Lakepoint Park has a l odge 
with rooms overlooking Lake Eufaula 
as well as cottages and campgrounds . 
It also has a l arge beach , boat mar
ina, tennis courts , riding stables, 
indoor and outdoor pools , resturant, 
game room, lounge and more . You can 
rent boats for fishing or skiing . 

Next door to the park is the famous 
Tom Mann ' s museum and fish aquarium . 

Eufaula has numerous antebellum and 
late 1800's homes open for tours . It 
a lso features huge Lake Eufaula, great 
for fishing, boating o r just plain 
sightseeing . Do your grocery/picnic 
shopping at Woodham ' s IGA Supermarket. 

Our first National Reunion was the 
biggest but unfortunately , many who 
came haven ' t been back since . You 
are missing a lot! Some of you have 
not seen your brothers , sisters or 
cousins since 1979 and t hat i s a pity . 
Don 't wait for funerals to see your 
kinfolks--that is what reunions are 
for and why they are happy occasions! 
Start making plans now to be in Eu
faula in 1988 and bring your k i ds , 
parents, grandparents and urge your 
other kin to join in also . 



Order Woodham Books Now 
V 

Preparation for the first 

ily's history is now un-
book on our Woodham fam- I 
derway. At the first WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY ; 
Woodham National Reunion, .:.-;~-
we asked the crowd if 
they wanted a small book- ~---------------'-----'-------------,

1 

let on our history to I WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM , .. ,• "fill in" until we could ~-i;" 
prepare and print a "real" 
history. They did, so we L.--------------"""".""---------"""".""-~ 
printed a small booklet 
in time for the next re~ 
union in 19 80. 

The "WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" will be the first full-fledged book 
ever written on the Woodhams in America. It will be at least 100 pages of 
B½" X 11" sized pages (this page size). It will have a soft cover and 
spiral binding (similar to the "WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX"). It would cost sev
eral thousand dollars to print a hard-bound book--something we cannot hope 
to afford. 

The "History" will emphasize the period from 1655 to the lB00's. Later 
books will cover our history for more recent times. We will show you how 
our ancestors began as pioneers from staid old England who started off life 
in the wilderness of Colonial America's frontier along coastal Virginia. 
You will see your school history books unfold before you as your ancestorsV 
actually lived it. 

The book will contain copies of historic Woodham documents dating back to 
the 1700's. These will include Colonial land grants and military records 
on our ancestors during the Revolutionary War. We will also reproduce many 
wills, deeds, estate records and other records from the lB00's. You will 
see a "deed of gift" by a man nearing the end of his life and who begins to 
divide his property among his children before he dies. He bestows a slave 
upon his "beloved daughter" as a gift. 

The book will also contain numerous family group sheets with detailed in
formation on individual families, including when they were born, married 
and died, parents and children. The book will be fully indexed to help 
you find particular people. 

You will find these documents and records highly revealing and thoroughly 
interesting. You will find the old-fashioned spelling and language of the 
records sounding strang but you will also find they help bring our fathers 
and mothers of long ago alive for us today. We hope the book will give you 
a greater understanding of our past and a better insight into our future, 
while instilling a sense of pride in you for your Woodham heritage. 

The "WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" will 
as we have enough orders to pay for its printing. 
this book, especially older photos. 

be printed just as soon 
Send us pictures for 

We will print these books just as quickly as we have raised enough funds 
to pay for their printing costs. They don't print such books on "credit" V 
so your help is needed to get this important project completed. The 
sooner you order your copies, the quicker they get printed! 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, VOLUME I" $20 plus $1 postage 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" $10 plus $1 postage 
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Weddings 
WOODHAM JESSE 

THAN , Ala .--candace 
Alisa Woodham and Bryan 
Christopher Jesse were 
married here 15 Aug. , 
at Selma Baptist Church . 

Candace is the daugh
ter of Howard Earl Wood
ham of Dothan. She is 
the granddaughter of 
Joseph Harold Woodham 
and the late Flora Mae 
Woodham. 

She is a graduate of 
Northview High School 
here . 

Bryan is the son of 
Mrs . E . C. Bates and 
Carl L. Jesse . He is a 
graduat e of Northview 
and is employed in con
struction . 
* * 

WOODHAM SMITH 

* 

(""{U,LAHASSEE , Fla .--Char
_es P. Woodham and Sher
ri Blithe Smith were 
married 22 Nov. at Kill
earn Methodist Church. 

Charles is the son of 
John Dougal and Bobbie 
Peel Woodham. He is the 
grandson of the late John 
Early and Walcie Lee 
Ballard Woodham of Gen
eva County , Ala . and 
Holmes County , Fla. 

Sherri is the daughter 
of Mr . & Mrs . Lomax 
Smith of Tallahassee. 

The couple honeymooned 
in Cancun , Mexico and 
now reside in Miami ~ 
where Charles is employ
ed by Shaw Industries. 
* * * 

WOODHAM CHALKER 

~ THAN, Ala .--Paige Wood-
~m and Ralph David Chal

ker were married here 13 
Dec . , at Lafayette Street 
Methodist Church . 

Paige is the daughter 

of Wyndell Ray Woodham 
and the late Joan Shelly 
Woodham. She is the gra nd
daughter of Mrs . Verneda 
Woodham and the late Tul
lis Woodham of Headland 
and Mrs . Jewell Hicks . 

Paige is a 1984 grad
uate of Northview High 
School and a 1986 grad
uate of Wallace Community 
Coll ege . She is employed 
by Whatley Supply Co . 

Ralph is the son of Mrs . 
Mary Chalker and the l ate 
B. C. Chalker Jr . 

Ra l ph attended Jeff 
State Junior College in 
Birmingham and Wallace 
College . He is employed 
by Bondy ' s Ford here . 
* * * 

WOODHAM MORGAN 

BISHOPVILLE , SC--Marion 
Warner Woodham and Gai l 
Driggers Morgan were mar
ried 24 Jan . , at Cent ral 
Methodist Church in Flor
ence, SC. 

Marion is the son of 
Andrew Dowling Woodham 
Sr . and Mary Ida Warner 
Woodham of Bishopville . 
He is the grandson of the 
late Guthrie W. Woodham 
and Eva Etta Dowling . He 
is a graduate of Sumter 
Academy in Sumter and 
attended Francis Marion 
College in Florence . He 
is an employee of G. w. 
Woodham & Sons Insurance 
Agency here . 

Gail is the daughter 
of Mr . & Mrs . M. T. 
Driggers Jr . of Florence 
and is employed by Dr . 
T . V. Holt. She attend
ed Florence- Darlington 
Technical College. 
* * 

WOODHAM FRIEDMAN 

WESTPORT , Conn. --Mildred 
Jean Woodham and Harold 
Friedman were married 13 
July , 1986 . 

J~an is the daughter 
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* 

of ±he late Mr . & Mrs . 
Marcus Morton Woodham 
Sr. of Geneva County, 
Al abama . 

She is a 1 946 grad
uate of Auburn Univer
sity where she has 
since been a frequent 
lecturer . Jean has be
come a famous scul ptor 
and recipient of 31 
awards for her art work . 
She has exhi bits in 42 
museums and gal l eries . 
She has 1 40 sculptures 
in bot h public and 
private col lections . 
She won the 1985 Finch 
Award, Art of the 
Northeast USA , present
ed by the Museum of 
Modern Art and the 
Connecticut Academy 
Prize for Sculpture . 
She has been featured 
in several books and 
in film and video done 
by the Connecticut 
Public Te l evisi on, Am
erican Art Archives 
and Smithsonian Instit
ution . 

Jean is the mother of 
two daughters by a pre
vious marriage and one 
grandson. 
* * * 

IN THE NEWS . .. 
Adrian Hundley Roper of 
Columbus , Ga . was re
cently featured in a 
newspaper co l umn by 
Doug Wallace , a Columbus 
TV star . Adrian told 
of her mother , the late 
Tessie Inez Woodham 
and her collection of 
buttons . Tessie saved 
buttons, zippers and 
the best parts of old 
clothes . At her death , 
Tessie left about " a 
half gallon" of buttons 
which a daughter used 
to make "button pict
ures " with. She gave 
each of Tessie ' s kids 
a picture to remember 
their mother by . Adrian 
is retired in Columbus . 



South Carolin=! Reunion 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--The 9th annual 
South Carolina Woodham Family Re
union will be held here at Hebron 
Methodist Church 9 Aug. 

The reunion is held every year 
in Lee County, where our Woodham 
family has lived since the 1780's. 
It was founded in 1979 by Woodham 
Family Association President Robert 
Earl Woodham. 

The reunion always features a pic
nic or covered dish dinner. It has 
been held at Lee State Park and at 
the American Legion hall. Hebron 
Church is in the heart of the area 
where Woodhams and their descend
ants have lived for generations. 
Some of the farm land here has been 
in our family for 200 years. 

Bring a covered dish dinner for 
the gathering and your whole family. 
Unfortunately, Robert Earl did not 
write down the officers of the re
union for this year during last 
year's reunion. Apologies, folks! 
For information on the reunion, 
call Mrs. Ruth Woodham (Mrs. H. M. 
"Jack" Woodham). 

Letters 
We have finally made contact with 
a branch of the Woodham family 
that moved to Florida from Alabama 
during the 188D's. Arland Bryant 
Woodham, son of Edward Harley Wood
ham Jr. and his first wife, moved 
from Dale County, Ala. to Polk Co
unty, Florida sometime in the 1880's 
and for several decades now, this 
branch has been out of contact 
with the rest of the family. Ar
land married Susan Mann and they 
had eight children. In 1974, I 
contacted on of them by telephone, 
John Bryant Woodham Sr. He died 
in 1977 and I have not had contact 
with any others from this family 
since then until recently. His 
sister Eunice, heard of us and 
wrote. "I'm the only one in my 
family that is left, also was the 
youngest. I'm trying to contact 
as many (as possible) of my bro
thers and sisters to get their 
history in and will send it all in 
in. There were eight of us, four boys 
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and four girls so there will be a 
goodly number of children and grand
children. 

Since I lost my Father when I was 
four years old, I'm really excited 
in getting to know my relatives ... V 
I won't be able to come to the reun
ion this year but will make plans to 
attend next year." Eunice wrote. 

We made contact with James William 
and Joy Woodham of Brinson, Georgia 
last fall by a very round-about way. 
Joy read an article in the "Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution" written by Will
is J. Woodham of Bishopville, sc. She 
wrote him concerning Woodham family 
history and he sent her our address. 
James was born in Hartford, Ala. and 
they had lived in Chicago before re
tiring to Brinson. 

Joy and James have since become 
active in helping gather information 
and documents on our family. 
Another example of the fact there are 
a lot of people who want to know 
about their past and their living re
latives; and of why we need a family 
club to make this possible. 

n• 
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Remember your loved ones 
with a timeless memorial 

Oct., 1991 

1
1'\1' lieu of floweTs, donations may be made to ••• ". 
~,~ This Teq ues t is being heard mo re and more of ten to day as many p eo

p le find a lasting tribute to the memory of theiT loved ones pTe
ferable to wilting floral wreaths. 

" 
When our relatives die, most of us don't want their memory to fade; we 

want our own mothers and fathers to be remembered and loved by our own 
grandchildren. 

Every day you can read newspapeT obituaries that request relatives and 
friends to make donations to a specific public service, church or favorite 
charity--in lieu of or rather than, flower wreaths for the funeral, In re-

f"'\ent months, obituaries of Woodham relatives have been seen which call for 
donations to such organizations as the American Red Cross, Arthritis Foun
dation, Michigan Humane Society, retirement homes, American Heart Associat
ion, building funds, church and private cemeteries, local rescue squads and 
many others, 

• 

NOT ONE have ever Tequested donations foT our very own Woodham Family 
Ceme teTy ! 

Why should dogs and cats in ~ichigan, a building fund, health society or 
any other organization be more important than the holy burial grounds where 
our ancestral mothers and fathers rest? 

There are millions of other people in America who make donations for dogs 
and cats, the Red Cross, churches, etc. but only Woodham Telatives can be 
expected to take care of their own family cemeteTies. No stranger nor any 
other family is going to do it for us. FAMILY is supposed to come first 
befoTe anything but that is no longer tTue in an age when greed has replaced 
family love. 

All these organizations aTe fine and worthy of attention. 
moTe important than youT own family . 

But none are 

Both the Dale County Woodham Cemetery at Newton, Alabama and the Woodham 
Cemetery near Bishopville, South Carolina became all but forgotten because 

~o recent burials have been held at eitheT one, As a result, even most of 
' 1he grandchildren of those buTied there have died and thus relatives today 

no longer remembeT these ancestors. The Dale County Woodham Cemetery became 
overgTown while the South Carolina Woodham CemeteTy was plowed over. 

continued on page 2 



IN LIEU Of,,,continued from page 1 

Restoration work began in Nov,, 
1987 on the Alabama cemetery which 
was. founded in the 1840's or earl
ier by the Woodham family on Wood
ham land, A permanent Cemetery 
Committee was formed to sponsor 
restoration and provide future 
maintenance. 

Restoring the cemetery was not 
easy. A small but devoted group of 
Woodham relatives and descendants 
of friends and neighbors buried 
here worked very hard, donating 
their labor and funds. 

Among the accomplishments so far: 
Cleanup. Numerous organized 

cleanings were held with up to 30 
or 40 people (some as old as 91) 
taking up tools to chop down under
growth, weeds and vines that choked 
the site, Although some graves were 
surrounded by bricks, they could 
not be seen because of years of 
accumulated dead leaves and vines. 

Fence. A chain link fence was 
erected around the cemetery with 
all labor donated by descendants 
of folks buried here. Cost: about 
$2,000. 

Sign. A beautiful wrought metal 
sign was manufactured at a cost of 
$750. It states "Woodham Cemetery, 
Founded 1847". This forms an arch 
over the gateway entrance, 

Water well. A water well was 
drilled and a pump installed to 
provide water for the lawn and flo
wers as well as drinking water. 

Picnic shed. A picnic pavillion 
was constructed this spring so that 
gatherings of the family and friends 
can be held on the site. It was 
completed just in time for the sec
ond Decoration Day. This is an 
annual event now, sponsored by the 
Cemetery Committee to honor our re
latives buried here; graves are 
marked with flowers and an old
fashioned picnic is held. The pic
nic shed has a cement foundation 
and was constructed by relatives 
with their donated labor. 

Rest rooms. Two rest rooms and 
a septic tank were installed, They 
are part of the picnic shed and 
help make public gatherings such 
as Decoration Day possible and 
help accommodate out of town vis-

itors. 
Tombstones. Ten new tombstones 

have been erected on graves which had 
none. Three of these mark the graves 
of Aris Woodham Jr., Athanasius Wooq , 
ham and their uncle, Edward H, Wood-V 
ham Sr. Every Woodham descendant with 
ties to south Alabama is a descendant 
of one of these three men. Unknown 
graves have been marked temporarily 
with painted cement blocks. 

Landscaping. A nice grass lawn 
has replaced the jungle of weeds and 
vines. It took three plantings due 
to drought and a flood, Fifty azal
eas and numerous other shrubs and 
ornamental trees·have been planted. 
Many more are planned now that water 
is available. 

A few kinfolks have said they were 
not interested in taking part in re
storing the Woodham cemeteries. Most 
of these used the feeble excuse they 
did not know the people buried there. 
Sadly, there are a lot of Woodham 
relatives who don't know who their 
ancestors were--and don't give a hoot. 
If they don't give a confound who 
their great grandparents were, they 
certainly don't care whether their 
graves are kept decent. V 

The next time a Woodham relative 
dies, remember the FAMILY first and 
memorialize their memory with a don
ation to the two Woodham cemeteries. 

No work has been done yet on the 
Woodham Cemetery near Bishopville, 
SC. A chain link fence will be need
ed, tombstones for all graves, includ
ing the "motcher" and "father" of .!!.!J. 
the Woodhams from the South, signs, 
flowers and other basic necessities 
to get the site restored, 

There are only a small number of 
Woodhams left in Lee County: they 
cannot do this job alone. If you are 
a descendant of a Woodham, this is 
YOUR family cemetery. We need your 
help to make this a respectable ceme
tery once again. 

The Alabama Woodham Cemetery Comm
ittee is now headed by Thomas Letrel 
Woodham. Donations for this cemetery 
can be made direct to him at: Route 
2, Box 213, Midland City, Ala. 36350. 

Donations for the South Carolina 
cemetery where our founding fathers U 
and mothers are buried can be made to 
the Woodham Family Association, PO 
Box 1321, Dothan, Alabama 36302, 
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NOTICE 
BEWARE!! Another shyster outfit has sprung 
up to prey upon the public's hunger for 

l"'""\owledge about their family herita~e f?r 
.. ews of their living relatives. This time 
it is a "pickpocket" organization called 
"The Family News" and operating out of 
Midvale, Utah. 

They are selling subscriptions to a new 
newsletter called "The Woodham Family News" 
which they claimed would contain Woodham 
news obituaries, weddings, family history, 
etc.' They are also selling "The National 
Registry of Living Woodhams, 1991 Edition". 

Well, their first newsletter which we 
have just received doesn't have a single 
word about any Woodham. Dated "Summer, 
1991" at Midvale, Utah, this publication 
turns out to be a worthless piece of trash. 
There isn't a single obituary; not one 
wedding announcement; nor one word of 
fact about our family history. 

And their "National Registry of Living 
Woodhams" turns out to contain a lot of 
dead, not living, Woodhams. It is merely 

~ NOTICE 
~obert Earl Woodham has suffered a series 
of heart attacks which almost cost him 
his life this past spring. Robert Earl 
is our Woodham family Historian and 
Woodham Family Association President. 

Robert Earl, a resident of Dothan, Ala., 
was rushed by ambulance to Southeast Ala
bama Medical Center where he remained in 
the emergency center for 13 hours before 
he was finally stabilized enough to be 
transferred to the hospital's intensive 
care unit. He stayed in intensive care 
for about two weeks. He underwent a 
cardiac angioplasty operation to relieve 
the heart attack's cause: collapsed 
blood vessels in the heart. 

His doctor would not allow him to re
turn to work for 11 weeks after he was 
released from the hospital. His hospital 
bills have reached $44,000 and his doctor 
bills are just under $6,000. 

Robert Earl "retired" from his journal
ism career several years ago so he could 
devote more time to his hobby of family 

,....,.story. To support himself while he 
.oes this hobby "work", he has worked as 

a security officer in Atlanta, Georgia 

where he lived sever¥1 years and in 

a list of names and addresses they got from 
telephone books and nothing else. As for it 
being a 111991 Edition", this too, is mis
leading. Our Woodham family Histori~n, 
Robert Earl Woodham, is listed in this Reg
istry, with an address he moved from back in 
early 1987. He has lived in Dothan, Alabama 
since February, 1989. Several dozen of the 
"Living" Woodhams listed have been dead for 
up to 10 years or more. 

This kind of ripoff has been going on for 
many years, starting back in the 1960's. 
One of the most notorious and probably the 
worst has been Beatrice Bailey Inc. of Penn
sylvania. This organization sold "Family 
Heritage" books purporting to be your family 
history but which actually contained nothing 
more about your family than a list of names 
and address from telephone books. These 
"heritage" books were being sold for $29.95. 
The company has been ordered to cease oper
ations by several states. They have changed 
names several times. 

This new outfit in Utah is made of the same 
cloth. They are not related to the Woodham 
family and should be regared as crooked. 

Dothan where he has lived since 1989. The 
security work allows him to take his "home
work" to the job and work on it there. He 
can get a lot of family work done while earn
a living. 

However, the doctor said Robert Earl has 
been "pushing" himself too much and too hard. 
In order to save money that could be spent on 
our family history and the Association, Rob
ert Earl has lived several years on two sand
wiches a day, as well as ~one without things 
most people consider necessary. 

As a result of all this, Robert Earl won't 
be able to spend nearly as much of his own 
money on Woodham Family Association efforts 
in the future. Such things as the newsletter 
will have to be cut back. In the past, he 
has spent much of his own money on printing 
and postage to send newsletters to as many 
relatives as he could afford. That was the 
only way to get word to them about the nat
ional reunion every year. You can't have a 
"national" reunion if kinfolks scattered 
around the nation don't know about it. 

In the future, the success of the Woodham 
Family Associaiton w~ll have to depend upon 
the entire family and not just upon the work 
of one person. One person can't do it all 
alone. A heart attack which almost killed 
Robert Earl has proved that. 
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by 
Robert Earl Woodham 

Woodham Family Historian 
-v 

THOMAS L. WOODHAM, DALE COUNTY, ALABAMA FARMER 

11'T"'homas L. Woodham lived to be only 35 years old but his legacy will be 
"1,/felt by the Woodham family for generations to come. He became a prom

inent Dale County, Alabama farmer with hundreds of descendants living 
today in about half of the states in the nation. 

Thomas L. Woodham was born 4 Apr., 1856 in Cherokee County, Texas. He 
was the son of Edward Christopher ("Chris", "C.C.") Woodham and Joanna 
(."Joe Annie", "Jodie") Riley. Both Chris and Joanna were natives of Old 
Darlington County, SC (the area which is today part of Stokes Bridge Com
munity of Lee County). Chris moved his family to Cherokee County, reexas 
during the 1850s where Tom and his brother Ira Edward were born and later 
moved to nearby Anderson County, Texas where their son Joseph Christopher 
was born. They later moved back to Dale County. 

Thomas L. was a grandson of Aris Woodham Junior and his first wife 
Rachel Richardson, both born in Stokes Bridge Community, SC. Aris Jr. 
was the son of Aris Woodham Senior and Rachel Beasley. 

Tom's mother Joanna was the daughter of John and Mary (''Polly") Riley. 
In 1867, Chris left Joanna and his family when Thomas was only 11 years 
old. Chris married Louesta Kennedy and moved to south Florida. Joanna 
raised her children and lived on their farm until her death in 1890. Joanna 
is buried at the Woodham Cemetery near Newton in Dale County. 

Thomas L. grew up in the ''Woodham community'' on his mama's farm along 
Woodham Road where the Woodhams had first settled in the early 1830s. To\...) 
married Nellie E. Enfinger on 13 July, 1873 in Dale County. She was born 
1 Aug., 1856 in Dale County, daughter of Ellis Enfinger and Matilda 
Tiller. Nellie was a granddaughter of Cornelius Enfinger. 

Thomas was a farmer all his life. He applied for a US h-0mestead on 7 
July, 1879. This was for the northeast quarter of Section 23, Township 
Five, Range 25, located north of Corinth Baptist Church and southwest of 
Mt. Carmel Methodist Church. He moved onto this 160 acre farm on 1 Jan., 
1880. On 5 Dec., 1886, Thomas bought a US homestead in the west fork of 
Choctawhatchee River in the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of 
Section 22, TS, R25. Thomas also bought several other tracts of land on 
the north and south sides of Woodham Road (Dale County Highway 20). At 
one time or other, he owned several hundred acres of land. 

After his father Chris left Joanna and the children and married another 
woman, Chris turned over their farm to Joanna. Thomas L. also acquired 
much of this farm, located south of Woodham Road. Part of Chris and Jo
anna's farm is still owned today by their grandchildren. 

Nellie and Thomas L. had 11 known children, all born in Dale County. 

Lucy Jane, the oldest child, was born 3 May, 1874. She married William 
Simeon (l'Sim") Smith 22 May (also as 24 July), 1892. Their children were: 
Sherman, Nellie Beatrice, Mittie, Viola Isabelle, Minnie Mabell, Willie 
Dell, Tera, Corn, Spurgeon, Talmadge and Naomi. Lucy died in 1933 and Sim 
in 1942. They are buried at Mt. Carmel Methodist Church Cemetery. 

Elizabeth ("Lizzie"), the second child of Thomas L., was born 17 Feb.µ 
1876. She married Robert Edward Bull about 18.96. They had 10 children: 
the first was an infant, born and died in 1897, Sarah Ann, Alma Alpheus, 
Cody Jackson, John Thomas, Raymond, Nellie Mae, Noah and Robert. Most of 
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Lizzie's children changed their names from Bull to Marshall, Lizzie died 
1 July, 1924; she and her husband are buried at Mt, Carmel Church, 

William Aris, the third child, was born 23 Nov., 1878. He married 
_,Josephine C'Josie"l Beverett, 17. July, 1904. Their children l,rere; Flo
( isie, Dewey (died as an infant), Flowers, George Allen Sr,, Helen, Ben 

Hill and Mignonette R. William Aris died 19 Sept,, 1954 and is buried 
at Mt, Carmel. 

John Franklin, the fourth child, was born 30 Oct,, 1879. He married 
Willie Mae Bttll, daughter of William B, Bull and Lucetta Parmer. Their 
children: James Ople ("Jim"), Myra Nell, William Franklin, Franklin Dee, 
Elnor, Thelma, Oval, Vii,; fi.nia, Rex Edward, Johnnie Mae and Mary Ouida. 
John Franklin died 7 Apr,, 1964 and is buried at Corinth Free Will Bap
tist Church Cemetery in Dale County, 

Jasper Richard Woodham Senior, 5th child, was born 12 Sept,, 1881. He 
married first to Essie Myers 17 Dec,, 1910, They had a child who died 
as an infant, Essie died not long afterward and both are buried at the 
Woodham Cemetery, Jasper married second to Mary Alice Bull on 5 Dec,, 
1917, Alice was the daughter of Henry Bull and Sarah Emeline Enfinger, 
Their children were Edna Florence, Roy Talmadge, Wanda Wilma, Jasper 
Richard Jr,, Joseph Earl (Earl), Richard Thomas (Thomas), Betty Sue, 
Nellie Ruth (Ruth) and Billy Charles, Jasper Sr, died 23 May, 1943 and 
is buried at Midland City Cemetery. 

Thomas Daniel, the sixth child, was born 26 Dec., 1883 and died 2 Nov. 
1884, This child was buried at Mt. Carmel. 

Minnie Anzilla, seventh child, was born 8 Sept., 1885. She married 
~eneral Noah Parmer on 27 Apr., 1904. Their children: Jewel Mae, Del

~his Jacob, Ruby Nell, Henry Wilson, John Houston, Edna Pearl, Marjorie 
Woodham, James Porter, Uoseph Davie and Minnie Florine, Minnie died 
18 July, 1938 and is buried at Hillcrest Cemetery, Quincy, Florida, 

James Edward ("Jim") Woodham Senior, the eighth child, was born 27 
Oct., 1887. Jim married Lucille Collins 14 Oct,, 1917, Their child-,
ren: James Edward Jr,, John Clinton (died child), Robert Douglas (Doug
las) and two daughters whose names are unknown to us, Jim died 11 Mar., 
1955 and is buried at Campbellton Cemetery in Jackson County, Florida, 

Lottie, the ninth child, was born 27 Jan., 1889, She married Henry 
Jacob Parmer 26 Jan., 1908. Her children are unknown. She died 12 
Nov., 1915 and is buried at Mt, Carmel, 

Estelle Camilla (Camilla, "Carmela") and her twin sister, Della, were 
the last children, born 3 Oct., 1890, Camilla married William Joseph 
("Joe") Bond, Their children: Dexter Delmus, Edna Earl, Queen Evelyn, 
Joseph J, ("Joe"), John Oakley and Jimmy Frank, Camilla died 16 Apr., 
1963 and was buried at Bay Springs Baptist Church southwest of Dothan 
in Houston County, 

Della ("Dell") married Kimber Tee Garner on 22 Apr., 1906. Children: 
Thomas Abram ("Tom"), Will Leon, T. J., Lottie, Ruth and Woodrow Wilson. 
Dell died 2 Sept., 1959 and is buried at Headland Baptist Church Ceme-

1"""\tery in Henry County, Alabama. 

Thomas L. Woodham died 19 Aug,, 1890 and was buried at Mt, Carmel 
Cemetery, Nellie died 11 Jan,, 1925 and was buried beside her husband. 
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HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

When Buried 

4 

19-

THOMAS L. 

A_p_ril 1856 

August 1 1891 

WOODHAM Date 1991 

When: Cherokee County, Texas Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

Where Dale County, PO Box 1321 

Where Mt, Carmel Methodist 
----,,--------------

When Marric d 13 July, 1873 Dale 

Alabama Addr<.1 

Cemetery, DaleCity 

Alabama 
State 

Where County, 
This information obtained horn 

Other Wive, 
Number 1,2,etc. 

HitFather EDWARD CHRISTOPHER WOODHAM HuMother'1MaidcnName JOANNA RILE)'. ''Genealogical Survey of Beat 
Nine, Dale Co. ,Ala. 11 E.T.Riley HitGrandfathcr ARIS WOODHAM Jr. Hi1Grandmother RACHEL RICHARDSON 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME NELLIE E. 

WhenBom 1 August, 1856 

When Died 11 January, 19 25 

When Buried 
Other Hu,;bandi 
Number 1,2,etc. 

Her Father ELLIS ENFINGER 

Her Grandfather CORNELIUS INFINGER 

...... CIULDREN or (In order of birth) ---- . 
F 1 LUCY JANE WOODHAM 

F 2 ELIZABETH ("Lizzie") 

M 
5 

WILLIAM ARIS WOODHAM 

M 4 JOHN FRANKLIN WOODHAM 

M s JASPER RICHARD WOODHAM Sr. 

M 

ENFIN(';ER 

Where Dale County, 

Where Dale County, 

When: Mt. Ca rme 1 Cemetery, Dale 

Her Mother', Maiden Name MAT I L DA 

Her Grandmother 

WHEN BORN WHERE BORN State 

Alabama 

Alabama 

Co, 

TILLER 

Mt. Carmel Methodist Church 
Cemetery tombstone records 
Dale Co., Ala. 

1870 Dale Co., Ala, (census) 
1880 " II 

1900 " (Nellie & children) " 

1910 " 
Dale Co,, Ala, Deed records 

WHEN DIED 
Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED 

1874 Dale Ala. 1933 Who WILLIAM SIMEON SMITH 3 May, 
When 22 Mav. 1892 

17 Feb.,1876 " " lJuly,1924 Who ROBERT EDWARD BULL 
When 

23 Nov,, 1878 " " Who JOSEPHINE BEVJl!l.llII 19Septl954 When 17 Julv 1904 

" " 7Apr, 1964 
Who WILLIE MAE BULL 30 Oct., 1879 
When 

12 Sept, 1881-, " " 23Mar,1946 Who ]'.!ARY ALICE BUJ,I, 
When 5 December. 191 7 

" " 
Who died infant; buried l:lt, 

h:l 
ll> 

"" f1> 

°' 

6 THOMAS D, WOODHAM 26 Dec., 1883 2Nov. 1884 When Carmel Methodist Chur ch 

7 MINNIE ANZILLA WOODHAM 8 Sept.1885 II " 18July 19 38 Who GENE!l.Al, !'IQAli EABMllB F 
Whe- 27 Aoril. 1904 

l
b"J' , .. :6 II II Who L!!!,U,Lll COLLINS M a JAMES EDWAR - '-ijo DHAM Sr. 27 Oct. ,1887 11Marl955 

When 14 October 1917 

WOODHAM 27 Jan. ,1889 " II Who HENRY JA!,Q]l EABMEB F g LOTTIE 
12Nov,1915 When 

\<;ami1-1-a) 
Who WILLIAU .IQS EEll BQ!:lD F 10 ESTELLE CA!-;!ILLA . WOODHAM 3 Oct,, 1890 II " 16Apr.1963 Whco 15 December. 19 1 1 ~- - • -- , 
Who KIMBER TEE GARNER F 11 DELLA ("Dell") WOODHAM 3 Oct,, 1890 " II 2Sept.1959 22 Anri 1 1 Q/16 When 

12 
Who 

When 

Who 15 
When r 
Who "' 14 .. 
When 



Woodham National Reunion 
Lack of interest and family support caused 

f"°', cancellation of the Woodham National 
Keunion this year. 

Only a handful of relatives turned out 
last year; two car loads came from Jackson
ville and south Florida and others came 
from Georgia. Only two people from Ala
bama showed up. 

Our president, Robert Earl Woodham, suf
fered a heart attack (life threatening) 
in April and was not released from the 
hospital until two weeks before the normal 
date of the reunion this year (Memorial 
Day weekend, usually the last weekend in 
the month of May). 

As a result, there was not enough time 
nor did he have the money, to hold a 
national reunion this year. 

The lack of support for a national re
union and other Family projects appears 

Woodham Books 
~he long-awaited FIRST comprehensive 

book on the history of the Woodham Fam
ily is almost ready for publication. 

This first book on our family will 
the earliest known history of the Woodhams 
and will include copies of original 
records from England, our Motherland, 
dating back to the lSOO's and 1600's. 

You can still order a copy of the 
book but they must be paid for in ad
vance 9 so that we can finance the 
printing costs of the books. 

We also hope to publish a second volume 
of the "Woodham Family Photo Album" 
soon. 

If you want a copy of these books on 
your family, you must order and pay for 
them in advance. After they are printed, 
the cost for a copy will go up. 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY ~20 

WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM, Vol.II $20 

Add $2 for postage for each book 

.-:,end your orders to: Woodham Family 
r \ssociation, PO Box 1311, Dothan, 

Alabama 36302. 
Order your copies NOW!! 

to be a symptom of an insidious illness that 
has infected our nation now for more than 10 
years. As families have spread apart all 
over the country, so have our family ties 
been lost. A dark cloud of greed for money 
and personal interest has invaded our nation 
and with it has come a degeneration of love 
and respect for our parents, our grandparents 
and our sisters and brothers., 

The vast majority of the large number of 
Woodham relatives over age 65 who attended 
the first National Reunion in 1979 have died 
since then. Unfortunately, their children 
and grandchildren are not interested in get
ting together any more, now that Mama and 
Daddy are gone. 

No one can force you to come to a family 
reunion nor to love your family. We won't 
try to have another Woodham National Reunion 
until at least four years from now. If 
the next one is successful, then we might 
try holding one every five years or so after 
that. That is, if we are living theu. 

II 

~oolllptm Jlf nmil~ ]ournnl 

Official Publlcatlon of the 

Woodham F arnily Association 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor and Publisher 

Published at Dothan, Ala. 
Subscription included with 
membership in Woodham 
Family Association. Annual 
membership dues: $10. 

~ 
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WOODHAM GRANTHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Angela Michelle 
Woodham and Thomas Randall Grantham 
were married at the Kellytown Bap
tist Church in the Kellytown Comm
unity near here 17 Nov., 1990. 

Angela Michelle ("Shell") Wood
ham was born 4 Apr., 1966 in Flor
ence and has lived all her life in 
Lee County. She is the daughter 
of John Wesley Woodham Jr, and 
Glori a Dianne (Oil anne) Smith. She 
is the granddaughter of the late 
John Wesley Woodham Sr, and Mrs. 
Margaret Ruth Mozingo Woodham of 
Lee County. She is the great grand
daughter of W, Austin ("Alston") 
Woodham and Mamie Eliza Moore. 

Shell is a graduate of Robert E. 
Lee Academy in Bishopville and 
Francis Marion College from which 
she earned a B.S. degree in elem
entary education. 

Thomas Randall is the son of 
William Levern Grantham and Ms, 
Wanda Lewis Grantham. He is a 
graduate of Bishopville High 
School and is currently serving 
in the US Navy. 
* * * 

AMMONS JOHNSON 

MIDLAND CITY, ALA.--Anita Gail 
Ammons and Christopher Daniel 
Johnson were married at New Hope 
Free Will Baptist Church near here 
8 March, 

Gail was born 18 Dec., 1972 in 
Ozark and is the daughter of Jo 
Ann Woodham and Jerry Max Ammons. 
She is the granddaughter of the 
late Robert Velma Woodham and Mrs, 
Sarah Frances Kirkland Woodham of 
Dale County and of Zariah A. (l'Zay") 
Ammons and Lydia Sewell. She is 
the great granddaughter of Raymond 
Leroy Woodham and Anna Estelle 
Andrews and of Sarah Jane Woodham 
and Thomas F. Ammons, 

Gail was a senior at Dale County 
High School at the time of the 
wedding. She is listed in ".Who's 
Who in American High Schools" and 
was active in several clubs. 

Christopher is the son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Gerald Johnson of Napier Field 
and the grandson of Mr. & Mrs. Mon
roe Watson and the late Mr. & Mrs. 
Grady Johnson of Enterprise. He is 
a graduate of Dale County High Sch- U 
col and employed by Cherokee IGA. 

* * * 
WOODHAM DANSBY 

DOTHAN, Ala,--Jeffery Timothy Woodham 
and Laura Jill Dansby were married 
here in July. 

Jeffery was born 5 Feb., 1966 in 
Dothan and is the son of Jesse Elton 
Wrn dham and Bessie Lou Moss. He is 
a grandson of Mrs. Quillie B. Thames 
Woodham and the late Ford John Wood
ham of Houston County, He is a great 
grandson of William Washington Wood
ham and Jessie G. McDraney. 

Jeffery is a graduate of Wicksburg 
High School and attended Wallace Col
lege here and Auburn University. He 
is a Warrant Officer in the US Army 
and presently a helicopter pilot in 
South Korea. 

Laura is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs, 
Leon Dansby of Ozark and the grand
daughter of the late Mr. & Mrs, UluV 
0, Dansby. She is a graduate of the 
University of South Alabama in Mobile 
where she received a B.S. degree in 
nursing, She is employed at South
east Alabama Medical Center here. 

* * * 
WOODHAM GILLEY 

HEADLAND, Ala.--Jeffrey Todd (Todd) 
Woodham and Paula Celeste Gilley were 
married at Blackwoods Congregational 
Christian Church near here 14 Sept. 

Todd is the son of Roger Dale Wood
ham of Daphne, Ala. and Mrs. Barbara 
Sheffield Downing of Midland City, He 
is a grandsBn of Edward J. Woodham 
and the late Mrs, Vanarah Tew Woodham 
of Midland City and a great grandson 
of Lee Woodham and Sarah Frances Smith. 

Todd is a graduate of Headland High 
School and is attending Wallace Coll
ege in Dothan. He is majoring in an 
EMT paramedics course and is employed 
with the Dale County Rescue Squad i~ . 
Newton. \..I 

Paula is the daughter of Mrs. Betty 
Jean Chancey of Headland and the late 
Harvey Gilley of Slocombo She is a 
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Weddings continued 

granddaughter of ~ey, Joe and Mrs, 
Gissendanner of Sloco~b and Kr, & 

-i,rs. Jack Gilley of Wicksbnrg. 
r 1 Paula is a graduate of Headland 

also and is attending Wallace Coll
ege. She is employed with Denton 
Road Child Care center in Dothan. 

* * * 
WOODHAM CHERRY 

SLOCOMB, Ala.--Jerry LaDon Woodham 
and Sonia Marie Cherry were married 
11 Oct. at Bethlehem Baptist Church 
in Dothan, 

Jerry was born 18 Dec., 1959 and 
is the son of Ponie B. Woodham and 
Dessie Mae Spears of Slocomb. He 
is a grandson of Willie Ernest Wood
ham and Linnie Carroll and a great 
grandson of Andrew Jackson Woodham 
and Eliza Ann Richardson. 

Jerry is a 1978 graduate of Slo
comb High School and received an 
associate's degree in ETM para
medic from Wallace College in Dot
han. 

Sonia is the daughter of Mr. & 
'"'1rs. Victor Cherry of Midland City. 

~he is the granddaughter of Mrs. 
Josephine Cherry and the late Joseph 
Cherry of Bluefield, Va. and Mr. & 
Mrs. K. O. Newsome of Panama City. 
Sonia is a graduate of Dale County 
High School and Wallace College 
where she received an associate de
gree in nursing. She is employed 
at Southeast Alabama Medical Center. 
* * * 

WOODHAM MURPHY 

OZARK, Ala.--Michael David Woodham 
and Melanie Murphy were married 7 
Sept. at Post Oak Baptist Church 
here. 

Michael was born 21 July, 1970 
in Ozark and is the son of David 
LaDair Woodham and Shirley Lucille 
Bright. He is a grandson of Joseph 
Molton Woodham and the late Gladys 
Tharpe. He is a great grandson of 
Gillum David Woodham and Annie 
Lenorah Peacock. 
~ Michael is a graduate of Carroll 

High School in Ozark and Wallace 
College of Dothan where he received 
an associate's degree in mechanical 

drafting. He is employed as a mech
anical draftsman with Gates Power 
Drive Products in Dothan, 

Melanie is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs, Ronald E, Murphy of Ozark and 
a granddaughter of the late Maxwell 
Gilmore and of M rgan Murphy and the 
late Mrs. Mary Murphy. Melanie is a 
graduate of Carroll and attended 
Wallace also. She is transferring to 
Troy State University at Dothan. Mel
anie works for Child Development 
Center in Dothan. 

* 

INFANT 
DIES 

* 

iruths 
JOSHUA DUSTIN WOODHAM 

IN BIRMINGHAM HOSPITAL 

* 

PHENIX CITY, Ala.--Joshua Dustin Wood
ham, day old son of Edward Michael 
("Mike") Woodham and Teddi Spangler, 
died in a Birmingham hospital 11 Nov., 
1990. 

Burial was at Lakeview Cemetery 
in Phenix City. 

Survivors are his parents of Phen
ix City; sister, Christy; brother, 
Michael; grandmother, Mrs, Jessie 
Edward (Betty) Woodham, Phenix City. 

Joshua was a great grandchild of 
the late Molton W~odham and Lina Ber
tha Eudora (''Dora") Tharpe of Dale 
County, Ala. 
* * * 

Mrs. 
Senior 

ADOLPHUS BLACK WOODHAM 
DIES IN FLORIDA 

NOMA, Fla.--Mrs. Pernie Estelle Sams 
Woodham, 80, died 2 Jan. at a Bon
ifay, Florida hospital. 

Pernie was born in Lawrence County, 
Ala., daughter of Mr. & Mrs. T. J. 
Sams. She was married to Adolphus 
Black ("Adolph", "A.B,") Woodham 24 
July, 1927 in Birmingham, Ala. Adolph 
died in 1979, 

Pernie was a homemaker and a member 
of the Assembly of God church. 

Burial was at Noma Cemetery. 
Survivors include her son, Adolph 

B. Woodham Jr., Noma; brothers T. C. 
Sams, Pell City, Ala.; Howard Sams, 
Birmingham; sister Mrs. Mary K, 
Honneycutt, Talladega, Ala. 
* * * 
continued on next page ... 

Page 9 



continued 

JOHN HENRY WOODHAM, 
COUNTY NATIVE, DIES 

SEMINOLE 
IN COLUMBUS 

COLUMBUS, Ga.--John Henry Woodham, 
77, died here 17 April at a nursing 
home. 

Henry was born 18 Dec., 1913 at 
Newville, Ala., son of John Wesley 
Woodham and Lillie Mae Sanders. He 
was a grandson of Ira Edward Wood
ham and Millie Ann Enfinger of Dale 
County, Ala. and a great grandson 
of Edward Christopher Woodham and 
Joanna Riley. 

Henry moved to Seminole County, 
Ga. with his parents to a farm near 
Iron City and spent much of his 
life there. He lived for several 
years in Florida before moving to 
Columbus 15 years ago. 

Henry was married first to Verna 
Mae Barnes. They had four children, 
including a son Kenneth Earl who 
died in a car wreck in 1958. 

Henry farmed for several years 
before entering construction work. 

He married Mrs. Willa Lucille 
Bloodworth Brown in 1976. 

Burial was at Corinth Baptist 
Church in Iron City, Ga. 

Survivors include his wife Willa 
of Columbus; a daughter Evelyn of 
Florida; sons Ronald Douglas ("Ron
nie'') Woodham,.Jacksonville, Fla. 
and Phillip Woodham. 

* 
WARDEN 
GRANDSON 

* 
W. ("Pappy") 

OF MARGARET 
SHIRLEY, 

WOODHAM 

* 

SURFSIDE BEACH, SC--Warden W. 
("Pappy") Shirley, 90, died 29 Apr. 

Pappy was born in Lee County, SC, 
son of Burrell Anderson Shirley and 
Ida McKenzie. He was a grandson of 
Margaret Mahalia ("Duck") Woodham 
and James Elias fillirley and a great 
grandson of Stephen Woodham and 
Permelia Moore. 

Pappy was the retired owner ~f. 
Shirley's Barber Shop. He was a 
member of Hebron Methodist Church 
near Bishopville. 

Burial was at Savannah Advent 
Christian Church near Bishopville. 

Survivors include a son, Robert 
(''Bob'') Shirley, Hartsville; bro
ther, Ted Shirley, Morganton, NC. 

* * * 

TEE ("Junior") WOODHAM 
IN ALABAMA AFTER LONG 

Jr. DIES 
ILLNESS 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. --Tee (."Junior") 
Woodham Jr. died 9 April in a Dothaq J 

hospital after a long illness. He ......,, 
was 63. 

Junior was born 5 June, 1927 in 
Dale County, son of Thomas ("Tee", 
''T.") Woodham Sr. and Lela Mae Wald
ing. 

Junior was a veteran of the US Navy 
during World War II and the Korean 
War. He suffered a stroke in 19 76 
and had been disabled since then. 

Junior was employed for 13 years 
with Dolly Madison Industries until 
his retirement. He lived in the 
Midland City area most of his life. 

Burial was at Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church north of Midland City. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Lanie 
Ann (Ann) Watson Woodham; a stepdau
ghter, Sybil Jenkins; stepsons Char-
les and Eugene Walker, Dothan and 
Robert Walker, Elba; mother, Mrs. 
Lela Walding Woodham, Ozark; sister, 
Mrs. Mary M. Woodham German, Ozark; 
brother, Wyndell Woodham, Midland City. 

* * * 

EDWARDINE SKINNER MARSHALL, 
RETIRED SCHOOL TEACHER 

v 

BISHOPVILLE, sc--Mrs. Edwardine Skin
ner Marshall died 10 July. 

Edwardine was born in Richland Co
unty, SC, daughter of John Creighton 
Skinner and Martha Estelle Stork. She 
was a granddaughter of Elizabeth El
aine ("Lanie") Woodham and Asa Edward 
Skinner. Lanie was a daughter of 
John Wesley Woodham and Mary Josey. 
Edward Skinner was a son of Pheriba 
Jane Woodham and Simpson Skinner. 

Edwardiue was a retired school 
teacher. 

Burial was at Greenlawn Cemetery at 
Columbia, SC. 

Survivors include a sister, Mrs. 
Gedelle Skinner Culpepper, Lee County; 
and a niece, Mrs. Hester Gail Sapaugh,: 
Norcross, Ga. 

* * * 
WILLIAM LUTHER 

• HENRY COUNTY, 
WOODHAM, RETIREDu· 

ALABAMA JUDGE 

ABBEVILLE, Ala.--William Luther 
(continued on next page) 
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mrntq.a continued 

(."Bill")_ Woodha\11, J9, died at a 
nursing ho\'!le here after a long 
illness. 

r', Bill was born 5 Dec., 1911 in 
the Edwin Community of Henry Coun
ty, son of William Yletcher Wood
ham and Mary Jane Danzey. He was 
a grandson of William Jackson 
("Bill") Woodha1l\ and Mary Wright 
and a great grandson of James Wood
ham Senior and Nina. James was a 
son of Athanasius Woodham and 
Ma-ry Kelly. 

Bill graduated from Blue Springs 
High School and attended Campbell 
Business College and Jones Law 
School in Montgomery. He served as 
administrator of the federal Agri
cultural Adjustment Administration 
in Henry County from 1934 to 1938. 

From 1939 to 1949, Bill served 
two terms as Henry County Tax Col
lector. He then became Auditor for 
the Pea River Electric Cooperative 
for two years and later a public 
accountant in his insurance and 
accounting firm for 14 years. 

In 1964, Bill was elected Probate 
-:fudge of Henry County and was re-
r 11ected for a second term. In 

Henry County, the Probate Judge 
also assumes the office of Judge 
of the Juvenile Court. The Probate 
Judge also automatically becomes 
chairman of the County Commission, 
the governing body of the county. 

Bill was elected sec etary-treas
urer of the Alabama Tax Collectors 
and Assessors Association. In 
1974, he was elected president of 
the Alabama Association of County 
Commissioners. 

Under his administration as Henry 
County Judge, the county construc
ted a new courthouse building in 
downtown Abbeville and a new county 
jail. All county emjloyees were 
placed under the State Retirement 
System, a new county road shop and 
12 new bridges were constructed on 
county roads. Bill also served on 
the President's federal Commission 
for Hiring the Handicapped. After 
his retirement in 1977, he was el-

~cted president of the Alabama Re
tired Probate Judge's Association •. 
During World War II, he served as 
ihi-·Heiry County chairman of the 

War Finance Committee. 
Bill was also active in community 

affairs: he was a past president &.f 
the Abbeville Chamber of Commerce, 
past president of the Abbeville Ki
wanis Club and also served as Lieu
tenant Governor 6 ; the Alabama Dist
rict of Kiwanis International. 

Bill was a member of Mt. Enon Prim
itive Baptist Church in the Edwin 
Community where he was a deacon and 
former clerk. 

Bill married Mary Jane Danzey 6 
Jan., 1935. They had six children, 
including twin sons George Danzey 
who died in 1940 and James Luther 
who died in 1941. 

Burial was at Abbeville Gardens of 
Memory Cemetery. 

Survivors include his wife of Abb
eville; daughter Sarah Evelyn Wood
ham Williams, Maryville, Tenn.; sons 
William Lee Woodham and Charles Win
chell Woodham Sr., both of Abbeville 
and Franklin Eugene ("Gene") Woodham, 
Pelham, Ala.; eight grandchildren. 
* * * 

JAMES EDWARD WILLIAMS, HUSBAND 
OF ANNIE MYRLE WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--James Edward (''Ed'') 
Williams, 73, died 11 Sept. at his 
home in Dale County. 

Ed was born 11 Sept., 1919 in 
Early County, Ga., son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Sam A. Williams Sr. 

Ed married Annie Myrle Woodham 27 
Oct., 1956. Annie Myrle li!s the dau
ghter of Joseph Molton Woodham and 
Gladys M. Tharpe and a granddaughter 
of Gillum David Woodham and Annie 
Lenorah Peacock. 

Ed retired in 1980 after 35 years 
with B. F. Williams Construction Co. 
He was a member of Hillcrest Baptist 
Church. 

Burial was at Chalkhead Baptist 
Church Cemetery near here. 

Survivors include his wife of Dale 
County; son, Joseph Edward ("Eddie") 
Williams; two sisters and two bro
thers; two grandchildren. 

* * * 
JACK HOWARD WOODHAM 
FLORIDA; HENRY CO. 

DIES 
ALA. 

IN 
NATYITE 

TAVARES, Fla.--Jack Howard Woodham 
(continued on next page) 
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died in Florida about three months 
ago at age 80. 

Jack was born 10 Aug., 1911 in 
Henry County, Ala., son of Hill-
iary Hop ewe 11 ("Hope") Woodham and 
Nancy Ella Peebles. He was a grand
son of Joseph John Woodham and 
Epsy T. Truitt and a great grand-
son of Reddick Woodham and Clarissa 
Goff, His great great grandfather 
was Athanasius Woodham. 

Jack was a veteran of the US Army 
during World War II. He served as 
a 1st Sergeant and a truck driver 
in Normandy, France and in the 
Rhineland and the Ardennes, 

Jack married Minnie Lou Henderson 
in Miami, Fla. 9 Apr., 1956. They 
had two children. He lived in 
Hialeah and the Miami area most of 
his adult life. 

The exact date of Jack's death 
and place of burial and other de
tails are unknown to us. 

Survivors include his wife; dau
ghter, Sue Ellen Woodham; a son, 
Leslie Howard Woodha~; sisters Mrs. 
Pauline Woodham Henderson, Clayton, 
Ala, and Mrs, Alice Woodham Tew.and 
Mis. Irene Woodham Armstrong, 

Snellville, Ga. 

JAMES 
DOTHAN 

FLETCHER WOODHAM, LIFELONG 
RESIDENT, DIES AT 86 

DOTHAN, Ala.--James Fletcher (Fletc1V 
er) Woodham, 86, died here 22 Oct. 

Fletcher was born 1 Jan., 1905 in 
Houston County, son of Wiley Eveatus 
Woodham and Mary Leanora Fuller. He 
was a grandson of James Travis Wood
ham and Harriett Brewer and a great 
grandson of Reddick Woodham and Clar
issa Goff. 

He was employed with the City of 
Dothan for about 30 years until his 
retirement in 1972. He was a member 
of Beulah Baptist Church here where 
he was honored for having the longest 
continous membership recently. 

Burial was at Beulah Cemetery. 
Survivors include two sons, James 

Webster Woodham, Dothan, and David 
Hulon Woodham, Washington, DC; six 
grandchildren; four great grandchild
ren; sisters Mrs. Oma Greene Woodham 
McClenny and Mrs. Opa Geraldine Wood
ham Thornton, both of Dothan and Mrs, 
Opal Woodham Cochran, Panama City; a 
brother, Travis Foy (Foy) Woodham, 
Dothan, Fletcher's wife, Sallie Ma~ , 
Roney, died in 1981 '-" 

Woodham Family Association 
PO Box 1321 

Dothan, Alaba1na :u;:102 
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Don't let family memories die 
For many of us , a walk through a cemetery is full of memories , of Mama 

and Daddy and grandmothers and grandfathers . A visit to their graves 
brings back fond memories of granny in the kitchen cooking our favorite 
food; of Mama always there to take care of us; Daddy ready when we needed 
a shoulder (or money or the car) ; those fishing trips and tall tales with 
granddaddy . Yes , for those who still love, the tombstones are not just 
stones and slabs but the resting place of our l oved ones . 

Sadly , our grandchildren have no memory of our grandparents . Nor will 
their grandchildren have any memory of us . For them , the graves won ' t even 
be "real" people--just names on stones (IF there are stones ! ) . As the 
sense of "family" dims in this high- tech age , each new generation cares less 
for their relatives and ancestors while family va lues , like our ancestors , 
are becoming a thing of the past . 

Unfortunately , too many people today are more concerned about trips to 
the beach , a new car or boat than about whether their grandparents have a 
simple tombstone to mark their resting place . Even less concern is shown 
or ancestors we never knew-- the parents of our g randparents--without whom 

,e wouldn ' t be here . 
For those who have worked so hard to restore and preserve the Woodham 

Family Cemetery near Newton , Alabama , these ugly trut hs are all too real . 
Dozens of people in the Wiregrass area of Alabama , Florida and Georgia have 
been contacted personally or otherwise to inform them of the restoration 
work on THEIR family cemetery and seek their help . All too often , a feeble 
promise is the only response . 

However , for a handful of black sheep , there is even an outright reject
ion. One reputed Woodham (a well- to- do owner of a Dothan plumbing company) 
stated flatly " I ' don ' t know any of those people and I don ' t . really care . 
I ' m not interested . " Another Woodham (who drives a Cadillac) said she 
would rather spend money on the living rather than repair her grandparent ' s 
graves . Some kinfolks who "aren ' t interested'' show up in church every Sun
day- -pillars of their church . When reminded of God ' s Law given to Moses t o 
"Honor thy father(s) and thy mother(s)" and numerous Biblical commandments 
to " know thy fathers and honor their memory ", one such relative quickly 
stated " That ' s from the Old Testament . The coming of Christ made i t a ll 
irrelevant ." I had never thought of God like a human being who changed his 
mind from day to day . If there is no love of family in the heart of a per
son , no amount of effort will persuade them to take care of thei r own fam
ily graves- -not even the Bible . 

Being part of a family carries with it certain responsibilities : a father 
and mother have obligations for their children . Likewise , children have 
responsibilities for their parents; brother for brother and sister : grand
children for grandparents . Those of us who still cling to old-fashioned 
_amily values don ' t have to be asked for help when it comes time to tend 
our ancestor ' s graves . Those who shirk this family duty don ' t deserve the 
right to bear the family name. 

May God have mercy on their heartless souls and may their mothers and 
fathers of genera tions past forgive them . (continued on page 2) 



DESCENDANTS TRYING ... continued from page 1 

Whether these mothers and fathers have been dead 100 years or more, we 
still must respect their memory--and their resting places. 

The Woodham Cemetery at Newton, Alabama is the resting place of three V 
couples (among many others) who just happen to be the Founding "Mothers" 

and "Fathers" of ALL the Woodham descendants from South Alabama (including 
all_Woodham rel~tives from Houston, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Barbour, Coffee ana 
Covington counties), panhandle Florida and Southwest Georgia. If your an
cestors are from this area, one of these three couples are your ancestors. 

The couples, Edward Harley Woodham Sr. and his wife Sarah Dowling; Aris 
Woodham Jr. and his second wife Caron Riley; and Athanasius Woodham and his 
second wife, are the founders of our family in this region. Few Woodham 
descendants today are even aware they existed, much less that we share their 
blood and enjoy life as a result of their labor and love. 

Even more importantly, the Woodham Cemetery near Bishopville, South Caro
lina contain the graves of Edward Woodham Junior and his wife Mary. Edward 
Jr. and Mary are the Founding Father and Mother of some 99 per cent of the 
Woodham family from the South, including hundreds of kinfolks living up 
north and out west whose parents or grandparents were born in the South. 

This pioneer hero and his wife no longer have a tombstone on their graves. 
Not only are their graves unmarked but their graves and those of other rel
atives at the cemetery near Bishopville are being desecrated. The cemetery 
is plowed over and crops grown there every year. 

It is sad enough to believe the founders of such a large family could be 
forgotten, yet they haven't so much as a simple gravestone to memorialize 
them. Our whole family must bear this awful shame. No descendant of the 
Woodham family can hold their head high until this humiliating disgrace 
has been ended. 

The Woodham Cemetery at Newton now has a chain link fence for protection• 
it has been thoroughly cleaned and a nice grass lawn now grows; a handsomeV 
sign has been placed over the gate. A water well is being added so we can 
plant flowers and shrubs; before long it will be a garden paradise we can 
all be proud of! 

Our attention now must focus upon putting forth equal efforts to restore 
and preserve our Woodham Cemetery at Bishopville. Even more of an effort 
will be required here than at Newton, for almost all the tombstones at the 
cemetery have disappeared. These must be replaced. We must erect a chain 
link fence for protection also. This will be more costly than at Newton 
because we won't have relatives to put up the fence for us, meaning the 
cost will be several hundred dollars more. The fence alone could cost 
$3,000 or more. Two tombstones, for Edward Jr. and Mary and for Aris Sr. 
and his wife Rachel, will probably cost $1,500 or more. 

What does the future hold for the Woodham family? Is the love of family 
lost for us--only to be replaced by lust for money? Are the blood ties of 
family to be replaced by computer numbers? Is this our destiny? Only you 
can decide this. Would you rather be a WOODHAM or a number? 

We ceased to be a "family" long ago when our relatives drifted apart and 
lost knowledge that we are all part of one family. We were given another 
chance in 1979 when we came together for a National Reunion--the first in 
our history--after being scattered apart for more than 300 years. 

Let us not lose this second chance to be a real Family. Stand up with 
dignity; take pride in the fact your are part of the Woodham Family and 
honor it! 
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Woodham Books 

If you would like to have a copy of 
the first history book ever written 

on your Woodham family, then read the 
rest of this page. If you don't give 
a hoot about your family history and 
could care less whether a Woodham 
history ever gets printed, then read 
no further. 

tf lfonhltmn 2:-, 

It took the Association about four years to raise enough money to print 
the first two books we sponsored, the "Woodham Family Index" and 
"Woodham Family Photo Album Volume I" .. So many relatives don't under
stand the fact that we cannot print a book without first having the money 
to pay for printing costs. No family club can go to a printing company 
and beg to to get books printed on credit. 

So many kinfolks have written and said "please reserve me a copy" or 
"I want a book as soon as they are printed". They don't stop to think 
who is going to pay to print their books for them. It sure would be 
nice if we could "print now and pay later" but that is not the way the 
business world works. We have to pay as we go. 

There has never been a comprehensive history book written on our fam
ily (the little booklet printed in 1980 doesn't count--we said at the 
time that was just to "tide us over" until we could get a book compiled). 

The "Woodham Family History Volume I" will start with our earliest 
history in England during the Middle Ages. It will concentrate on our 
English ancestors and family up to the year 1700. It will then take up 
with the first Woodham to come to America about the year 1655 and cover 
the Colonial history of our family. The book will show how we are all 
descendants of this one man and how his descendants fought for American 
independence from England and created a new nation. It will reproduce 
many old documents on our family, some several hundred years old. Our 
next book in the future will take up where this one leaves off. 

The "Woodham Family Photo Album Volume II" will have photos of living 
and deceased relatives from all over America. Some of these pictures 
were taken in the lB00's. 

When these books are printed depends entirely upon you. The sooner 
you order and pay for your copy, the sooner we will have funds to pay 
for printing them. If you want a Woodham history book then you must 
order and pay for it now. Not a year from now or six months. If only 
50 relatives pay for a book by the end of the year, that is how many 
will be printed. 

The prices listed below are for current members of the Woodham Family 
Association (who have paid their membership dues in 1989). For non
members, please add $10 for each book. 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I 11 

"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" 
$20 plus $2 postage 
$15 plus $2 postage 

Please send your orders to: 
Woodham Family Association 
PO Box 1321 
Dothan, Alabama 36302 



iraths 
(EDITOR ' S NOTE: p lease write and 
tell us about all deaths in the 
family. When you see an obituary 
of a Woodham relative in the paper , 
clip it out along with the name and 
date of the paper from the top of 
the page and send to us to preserve 
and so we can print the information 
in the family newsletters) 

FLORENCE HESTER ("HETTIE") WOODHAM 
ANDREWS DIES AT AGE 90 

OZARK , Ala .--Florence Hester 
( "Hettie") Woodham Andrews died 
here 6 March at age 90. 

Hettie was born 6 August, 1899, 
in Dale County, Alabama , daughter 
of Ira Edward Woodham and Millie 
Ann Enfinger. She was the grand
daughter of Edward Christopher 
("Chris", "C. C. ") Woodham and 
Joanna Riley and a great grand
daughter of Aris Woodham Junior 
and Rachel Richardson , natives of 
Lee County , South Carolina (old 
Darlington County) . 

She was the 11th of 12 children 
and the last surviving child of 
Ira E . and Millie . 

Hettie married Bryant Mason 
Andrews 22 Sept ., 1916. They were 
parents of five children, includ
ing two daughters who died young . 

Hettie was a lifelong resident 
of Dale County with the brief ex
ception when her parents lived 
near Attapulgus, Georgia . She 
was a housewife and also farmed . 
In recent years, due to ill health , 
she had resided with her daughters 
at Midland City and Ozark . 

Hettie was an avid family member 
who provided our family historian 
with valuable information on the 
family and detailed background on 
the Woodham Cemetery. She recall
ed attending funerals there as a 
child before World War I . 

Hettie was a member of the Wood
ham Family Association . 

Survivors include her daughters, 
Mrs . Florine Andrews Weed , Midland 
City and Mrs . Maxine Andrews Gayles 
Ozark ; son Paul Andrews , Midland 
City; 10 grandchildren ; 23 great 
grandchildren; and 14 great great 
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grandchildren. 
Burial was at Midland City Cemetery. 

* * * 

Mrs. WILLIAM 
AT PANAMA 

ALTON 
CITY, 

WOODHAM 
FLORIDA 

DIES 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. --Mrs. Gussie Mae 
Crook Woodham died at a nursing home 
here 28 Apr., 1989 at age 82. 

Gussie was the widow of William Al
ton Woodham who died in 1977. They 
were married 3 July, 1939 in Geneva 
County, Alabama . 

Gussie was born in Geneva County, 
daughter of A. J . and Mott Crook . She 
taught school for 26 years before her 
retirement . Her husband also was a 
teacher . 

Burial was at Hurricane Methodist 
Church near Hartford, Alabama. 

Survivors include daughters Mrs. 
Emily Woodham Myers , Panama City and 
Mrs. Starlia Ann Woodham Hartzog , 
Wicksburg , Ala .; two grandchildren; a 
brother and two sisters . 
* 

Mrs. WILLIAM 
RESIDENT OF 

* 
JARRETT 

BRISTOL, 
WOODHAM, 
FLORIDA 

* 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.--Mrs . Mi ttie Vashti 
( " Mi t") Kelley Woodham died here in 
(Oct.?) 1989 , aged 85 . 

Mittie was born 3 Nov., 1904 in 
Barbour County, Ala ., daughter of 
Aaron F. Kelley and Matti e Sheehan . 
She married William Jarrett ( "Jart") 
Woodham 2 July , 1922 at Ozark , Ala. 
They were parents of 11 children, in
cluding two who died young . They 
moved to Calhoun County , Fla . in 1935 
and later to Bristol . Her husband 
was a son of Gillum David Woodham and 
grandson of Wil liam Edward Woodham, a 
native of Lee county , SC and later 
resident of Dale County , Ala. 

Burial was at Mitchum Cemetery in 
Bristol, Fla . 

Survivors include daughters Mrs . 
Betty V. Woodham Linzy, Tallahassee, 
Mrs . Juanita A. Woodham Marshall, 
Dade City, Fla. and Mrs . Mary Jane 
Woodham Dawson, Bristol; sons Robert 
Benning Woodham, Augusta , Ga., Billy 
R. Woodham and William Henry Woodham 
both of Bristol, James Edward Woodh 
of Dallas, Tex. and Tom w. Woodham, 
Lawton, Okla .; 31 grandchildren; 27 
greatgrandchildren. 
* * * 
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WOODHAM, WIDOW 
WORTHY, DIES 

OF 

HARTFORD, Ala.--Lessie Bea Woodham 
Worthy, 82, died at a Jackson Co., 
Fla. nursing home 6 July, 1989. 

Bea was born in Henry county, 
Ala., daughter of Hillary Hopewell 
Woodham and Ella Harrison. She 
was a granddaughter of Reddick 
Woodham and Clarissa Goff and a 
great granddaughter of Athanasius 
( "Atha" ) Woodham. 

Bea had lived in Hartford since 
early childhood. She was a member 
of the Order of Eastern Star, Bull
ard Chapter# 457, member of Esto 
Baptist Church where she taught 
Sunday School. 

Bea married T. Barney Worthy 29 
Jan., 1928 in Houston County, Ala. 
He preceeded her in death. 

Burial was at the Esto Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Geneva County. 

Survivors include daughters Mrs. 
Betty Pippin, Hartford, Mrs. Sue 
Champion, Macon, Ga. and Mrs. 

,__.Martha Johnson, Pensacola; a son, 
' "I'homas C. Worthy, Hartford; sister, 

Mrs. Vassie Woodham Ryster, Tav
ares, Fla.; 10 grandchildren; and 
five great grandchildren. 
* * * 
THOMAS EDWARD WOODHAM, 
DIES AT PANAMA CITY, 

WWII VET 
FLORIDA 

PANAMA CITY, Fla.--Thomas Edward 
("Woody") Woodham, 66, died here 
15 June, 1989. 

Woody was born 29 Dec., 1922 in 
Birmingham, Ala., son of Dottie 
Midget Woodham and Nannie Lee Win
gare. He was a grandson of Edward 
Harley Woodham and Harriet Cotton. 
He was a great grandson of John 
Robert Woodham and Emma Gray of 
Dale County, Alabama. 

Woody married Dorothy Lucille 
Wylie during World War II in Cas
per, Wyoming. They had one son. 

Woody served in the US Army dur
ing World War II and the Korean 

~War. He married Betty Jean cosh
.ott in 1958. 

He was a former co-owner of 
Leasure Used Cars here and a mem-
ber of Callaway First Baptist. 
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Surviving are his wife; daughters 
Mrs. Pamela Sue Woodham Hemwatanachai 
and Shelly Woodham, Panama City; son 
William Glenn ("Billy") Woodham, 
Panama City; 2 grandchildren. 
* * * 

LAMAR STEPHENS WOODHAM Senior, 
ALABAMA HIGHWAY ENGINEER & VET 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Lamar Stephens 
Woodham Sr., 66, died here 12 Nov., 
1989. 

"Jabbo" was born 28 Oct., 1924 near 
Opp, Ala., son of Jesse James Woodham 
and Edrie Stephens. He was a grand
son of Malachi Wilson Woodham and a 
great grandson of John Wesley Woodham. 

He was an alumnus of Auburn Univer
sity and had been an engineer with 
the Alabama Highway Department since 
the late l940's. 

He interrupted his education at 
Auburn to serve in World War II. He 
married Mary Elizabeth ("Betty") 
Tucker 14 Apr., 1946 in Montgomery. 
They were parents of three children, 
one dying young. 

Burial was at Greenwood Cemetery 
here. 

Survivors include his wife Betty; 
daughter, Sarah Elizabeth Woodham 
Hodges, Montgomery; son, Lamar s. 
Woodham Jr., Montgomery; four grand
children; stepfather, Tom Espy, Luv
erne, Ala.; brother, Tom Espy Jr., 
Montgomery. 
* * * 

Mrs. JOHN SEARCY WOODHAM DIES 
AT ABBEVILLE, ALABAMA 

ABBEVILLE, Ala.--Mrs. Carolyn ("Dutch") 
Weems Woodham died here 2 March at 
age 82. She was the widow of John 
Searcy Woodham. 

Dutch was a native of the Edwin 
Community of Henry County, Ala. 

She married John Searcy Woodham 
21 May, 1931. He was a son of John 
Wesley Woodham and Susan M. Searcy 
and a grandson of James Asa Woodham 
and Josephine Owens. He was a great 
grandson of Athanasius Jehu Woodham 
Senior and Gemima Meadows. 

Dutch and John lived in Ft. Deposit, 
Ala. for many years until after he 
died in 1976, when she returned to 
Henry county. 

Burial was at Abbeville Cemetery. 
Survivors include a sister, Mrs. 



Alice W. Price; a half-sister, Mrs .. 
Doris Waters; brother, Robert T. 
Weems. 
* * * 

JOHN THOMAS WOODHAM, 
CONTRACTOR AND WW II 

PHENIX CITY 
VETERAN 

PHENIX CITY, Ala.--John Thomas 
Woodham, 69, died here 23 March. 

John was born 26 July, 1921 in 
Dale County, Ala., son of Burley 
Lee Woodham and Alma M. Skinner. 
He was a grandson of Walter Lewis 
Woodham and Mary Lillian Grantham 
and a great grandson of Daniel 
William Woodham and great great 
grandson of Aris Woodham Jr. and 
Caron H. Riley. 

John served in the US Army dur
ing World War II and was a dis
abled veteran. He was a retired 
painter-contractor. 

John married Julia L. Herbert 
25 Oct., 1941. They had three 
sons before her death. He married 
Sible Estelle Dixon in 1950 and 
they had a son and daughter. He 
married Mrs. Flora Ward in 1977. 

Burial was at Lakeview Memory 
Gardens Cemetery, Phenix City. 

Survivors include a daughter, 
Mrs. Cathy Lynne Woodham Muldrew, 
Phenix City; sons L. Kenneth Wood
ham and John Stephenson ("Steve") 
Woodham, both of Phenix City and 
John Wayne Woodham, Dothan; sis
ters Mrs. Frances Woodham Shea, 
Detroit, Mich. and Mrs. Flowers 
Woodham Smith, Jakin, Ga.; 19 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

or. 
OF 

JAMES 
THEO 

W. LANG, HUSBAND 
WOODHAM DIES IN SC 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Dr. James W. 
Lang, BO, died here 1 October. 

A native of New York, he was 
the son of James White Lang and 
Martha Finn. He was a veteran 
of the US Navy and served aboard 
the USS Wisconsin. He had served 
as a minister of the Anglican 
Church and was a member of First 
Nazarene Church. 

He was married to Theo Elizabeth 
Woodham in 1964. She is the dau
ghter of John Edward ("Alabama 
John") Woodham and Laura G. Hall· 
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and a granddaughter of William Ed-
ward Woodham and Mary A.M. Segars. 
She is a great granddaughter of 
Edward and Clarissa Woodham and a 
great great granddaughter of Aris 
Woodham Senior and Rachel Beasley. V 
They lived in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. 
for several years before moving to 
Bishopville. 

Burial was at Florence National 
Cemetery, Florence, SC. 

Survivors include his wife, Theo; 
a daughter, son, stepdaughter, step
son; 9 grandchildren; 3 great grand
children. 
* * 

RUBYE WOODHAM JONES DIES IN 
COLUMBUS, GEORGIA HOSPITAL 

COLUMBUS, Ga.--Rubye Woodham, 70, 
died here 2 September. She was the 
wife of Jack Jones. 

* 

Rubye was born 19 Oct., 1921 in 
Dale County, Alabama, daughter of 
Ithimer Earl Woodham and Essie Jewell 
Horne. She was the granddaughter of 
Stephen Ellison Woodham and Mahulda 
Hobbs and a great granddaughter of 
William Edward Woodham. 

Rubye had lived inColumbus for 45 V 
years and was a retired supply clerk 
at Fort Benning. She was a member 
of Calvary Baptist Church here. 

Burial was at Parkhill Cemetery. 
Surviviving are her husband Jack; 

daughter, Mrs. Betty Jean Anderson, 
Lakeland, Fla.; son Bobby J. Jones, 
Columbus; sisters, Mrs. Jewell Mae 
Woodham Corley, Dothan, Ala. and Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Woodham Danford, Carroll
ton, Ga.; four grandchildren. 
* * * 

CHARLIE TEE WOODHAM KILLED 
ASSAILANT IN DALE COUNTY, 

BY 
ALABAMA 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Charlie Tee Wood
ham, 28, died of gunshots at the home 
of his estranged wife's brother near 
here 7 September. 

Charlie was born 10 Jan., 1961 in 
Dale County, son of Charles Edward 
Woodham and Syble Sydney Skipper. He 
was a grandson of Tee Woodham Sr. and 
Lela Mae Walding and a great grandso1 , 
of Walter Lewis Woodham. Charlie ha'-' 
lived in the Midland City area all 
his life and was a painter. 

Burial was at Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church north of Midland City. 
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Survivors include a daughter, 
Brandi Nicole Woodham; son, Charles 
Leon ("Charlie T.") Woodham; mother, 

~s. Bob Powell, Midland City; 
grandmother, Mrs. Lela Woodham, 
Midland City; half brother, Edward 
Dean Chance, Headland. 

* * * 
PAUL ALLEN WOODHAM, GENEVA COUNTY 
NATIVE, DIES IN CHIPLEY, FLORIDA 

CHIPLEY, Fla.--Paul Allen Woodham, 
56, died here 16 Jan., 1990. 

Paul was born 16 Sept., 1933 at 
Slocomb, Ala., son of John Early 
Woodham and Walcie Lee Ballard. 
He was a grandson of John Talbot 
Woodham and Nancy Jan Dean and a 
great grandson of John Robert 
Woodham and Sarah Dowling. 

Paul was a veteran of the Viet
nama War when he served with the 
US Navy. He had been a resident 
of Graceville until moving to 
Washington·-·county 20 years ago. 
He was a member of Shiloh Baptist 
Church and a supervisor with the 

~xtension Service. 
Burial was at Shiloh Cemetery. 
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. 

Murnice Johnson Woodham; daughters 
Mrs. Debbie Woodham Knerr, Orlando 
and Mrs. Paula Woodham Ellis, 
Chipley; sisters, Mrs. Marie Wood
ham Bolden and Mrs. Jane Bee Wood
ham Bass, both of Graceville and 
L. Arie Woodham West, Bonifay; 
brothers John Dougal Woodham, 
Orlando, Jack Wallace Woodham and 
Wendel Watez Woodham, both of 
Graceville; 8 grandchildren. 
* * * 

Weddings 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you hear of 
a marriage in the family, PLEASE 
let us know. If you see a wedding 
or engagement notice in the news
paper, please clip it out, along 
with the name and date of the paper 
from the top of the page and send 

~to us to preserve in the Family 
-Library and so we can print it in 

the family Newsletter). 

VAN WINKLE KENNEDY 
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SEARCY, Ark.--Rebekah Van Winkle and 
Byron Kennedy were married here 9 
Dec., 1989 at Fosters Chapel Miss
ionary Baptist Church. 

Rebekah is the daughter of Mrs. 
Dolores Lavelle Woodham Van Winkle 
and Robert Van Winkle. She is the 
granddaughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ebin 
Winford Woodham of Newport, Arkansas. 
She is the great granddaughter of 
Beecher F. Woodham and Nancy Victoria 
White and a great great granddaughter 
of Francis Marion ("Frank") Woodham, 
a native of Monroe County, Alabama who 
later resided in Shelby County, Ala. 
and Cleburne County, Arkansas. 
* * * 

WOODHAM WALSINGHAM 

ATLANTA, Ga.--Timothy Woodham and 
Vickie Walsingham were married in 
suburban Atlanta 14 Feb., 1989. 

Timothy, born 14 Oct., 1959 in 
Birmingham, is the son of James 
Butler Woodham and Mrs. Joyce Mayfield 
Ford of Lawrenceville, Ga. He is a 
grandson of the late Jesse Burl Wood
ham and Mrs. Edna Butler Woodham of 
Lawrenceville. Tim is the great 
grandson of Edward Harley Woodham and 
Harriett Cotton. 

Tim is a graduate of Duluth High 
School and is employed at the Facil
ity Police Department of Georgia Reg
ional Hospital, Atlanta. 

Vickie is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Lewis Walsingham of Jackson, Ga. 
and formerly of Decatur, Ga. She is 
a graduate of Southwest DeKalby High 
School, Decatur and is employed in the 
Volunteer Services and Chaplaincy 
office of Georgia Regional Hospital. 
* * * 

HARTZOG HALCOMB 

WICKSBURG, Ala.--Sabrina Ann Hartzog 
and David Brian Halcomb were married 
at Hurricane Methodist Church near 
Hartford 30 Sept., 1989. 

Sabrina is the daughter of Starlia 
Ann (Ann) Woodham and her husband, 
Charles Wayne Hartzog Sr. of Wicks
burg corrnnunity near Dothan. She is 
a granddaughter of the late William 
Alton Woodham and Gussie M. Crook and 
a great granddaughter oa Asa Edward 
Woodham. 

David is the son of Roland and 
Cindy Halcomb of Dothan. 



Weddings continued 

After a wedding trip to Destin, , 
Fla., the couple resides in Dothan. 
* * * 

WOODHAM WELCH 

OZARK, Ala.--Lisa Woodham and Dar
rell Lynn Welch were married at 
Ewell Baptist Church near here 
14 Oct., 1989. 

Lisa is the daughter of Richard 
Louis Woodham and Sandra Jean 
White. She is the granddaughter 
of the late Louis Shelly Woodham 
and Mrs. Pearl Harris Woodham of 
Ozark. She is the great granddau
ghter of Jasper Richard Woodham 
and Laura F, Woodham. 

Lisa is a graduate of Auburn 
University where she received a 
BS degree in business with a major 
in marketing. She is employed by 
Project Cure in Dothan. 

Darrell is the son of Mrs. Marnie 
Welch and the late Joseph M. Welch 
of Skipperville. He is a graduate 
of Carroll High School in Ozark. 
* * * 

WOODHAM MCCLENNY 

WICKSBURG, Ala.--Christopher Doyle 
Woodham and Kerry Mcclenny were 
married 5 Aug. at Bay Springs Bap
tist Church near here. 

Chris is the son of John Doyle 
Woodham and Sara Lois Carpenter 
of the Wicksburg Community. He is 
the grandson of the late Ford John 
Woodham and Mrs. Quillie Thames 
Woodham and a great grandson of 
William Washington Woodham and 
Jesse Gertrude McDraney. 

Kerry is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Larry McDlenny of Dothan. She 
is the granddaughter of the late 
Jack MCClenny and Mrs. Daisy Mc
clenny of Fadette. 
* * * 

WOODHAM SPENCE 

DOTHAN, Ala,--Debbie Lynn Woodham 
and Alan Keith Spence were married 
22 September at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church here. 

__ _Debbie is the daughter of Calvin 
Coolidge Woodham and Edith Ray 
Harrison of the Rehobeth Commun-
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ity. She is a granddaughter of Will
iam Earnest Woodham and Lennie Car
roll and a great granddaughter of 
Andrew Jackson Woodham. 

Debbie is a graduate of Rehobeth U 
High School and Wallace Community 
College where she received an Assoc
iate degree in nursing and of Auburn 
Univeristy, Montgomery, with a BS in 
nursing. She is employed as a regis
tered nurse at Flowers Hospital here. 

Alan is the son of Mr. & Mrs. James 
Donald Spence of Hattiesburg, Miss. 
He is a graduate of Mississippi state 
university with an electrical engin
eering degree and is employed by Ala
bama Power Co. as an electrical eng-
ineer. 

After a wedding 
Tenn., the couple 

trip to Gatlingburg, 
resides in Dothan. * • * 

WOODHAM PITTMAN 

EUFAULA, Ala.--Larry Kenneth Woodham 
Jr. and Wanda Pittman were married 

* 

23 June at White Rock Baptist Church. 
Larry is the son of L. Ken Woodham 

Sr. and Connie Elliott of Phenix 
City. He is a grandson of the late 
John Thomas Woodham and a great gran<\...) 
son of Burley Lee Woodham. 

Wanda is the daughter of William 
Pittman of Eugaula. 

The couple is residing in Eufaula. 
* * * 

McKNIGHT WILLIAMS 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Frances Melissa 
McKnight and Ronnie Michael Williams 
were married 3 November at Napier 
Field Baptist Church. 

Melissa is the daughter of Linda Re
becca Woodham and Carlton Graham Mc
Knight. She is the granddaughter of 
the late Roy Talmadge Woodham and Mrs. 
Frances Merle Weeks Woodham of Napier 
Field. She is the great granddaughter 
of Jasper Richard Woodham Sr. and Mary 
Al.ice Bu11. 

She is a 1988 graduate of Oak Crest 
Private School and is employed with 
Tee Pee Child Care. 

Ronnie is the son of Mr. & 
nie Ford Williams of Mid1and 
is a graduate of Dale County 
School of Midland City. 

Mrs. Ron
City. Hfi. , 
High \,_,I 

Ronnie is employed by Pernco Aero
plex. 

* * * 



W oodha~ H_eritag~ ... · 
Edward Woodham Jr .... by 

Revolutionary War Soldier 
Robert Earl Woodham 

Woodham Family Historian 
--- ~----- - --

If you find a Woodham today whose roots are in the South, the chances 
are they will be a descendant of Edward Woodham Junior and his wife 

Mary. This is fantastically mind-boggling when you consider there are 
literally thousands of Woodhams and Woodham descendants today scatter
ed throughout the United States and many foreign countries. 

About 99 per cent of all Woodhams in America today are descendants 
of Edward Jr., including ALL the Woodhams in Alabama, south Carolina, 
Mississippi, LOuisiana, Texas, Arkansas and most of those in Georgia 
and Florida as well as hundreds more scattered from Connecticut to 
California. Excluded are a handful of others, descendants of Woodhams 
who came to America much later than our ancestor and who settled in 
Illinois and other northern states; and the Woodhams's (with an "S" on 
the end) who settled in Michigan. 

Since we are all descended from this couple, it makes us all part of 
one family--hard to believe when you look at the sheer numbers just in 
the Wiregrass region alone (Alabama-Georgia-Florida). This area is 
full of Woodhams, Woodham women and their descendants. 

Edward Woodham Junior was no ordinary man. He was something very 
special--one of the rare breed of men who occasionally change the des
tiny of the world. He was one of those special men who actually made 
the United States an independent nation. School kids learn about 
George Washington and his efforts to win American independence but it 
was the pioneer patriots like Edward Jr .. who fought on the front lines, 
giving their blood and sweat to create the world's first true democracy. 

We honor the memory of George Washington as the Founding Father of 
our nation. Sadly, very few Woodham relatives even know who Edward 
Woodham Jr. was--much less honor his memory as the Founding Father of 
our family. 

Edward Woodham Jr. was born 1746 in Prince George County, Virginia 
along the historic James River near Richmond. This county was formerly 
part of Charles City County. Our first Woodham ancestor in America 
settled in the area during the mid-1600's. Edward Jr. was the son of 
Edward Woo'dham Senior and Eleanor (Lockett ? ) • 

Edward Senior moved his family from Virginia to the frontier 
Carolina and settled first on the Tar River during the 1740's. 
1750's, he had settled in what was then part of Dobbs County. 
he lived is today part of Lenoir County, near LaGrange, NC. 

of North 
By the 

Where 

As he reached manhood, Edward Jr. acquired a land grant in 1766 from 
the Royal Colonial government; his grant was near his father's farm 
on Falling Creek near LaGrange and Institute. 

When the Revolutionary War for Independence broke out in 1775, Edward 
Jr. was a living participant in one of our nation's most dramatic his
torical periods. He became a member of the Dobbs County Regiment of 
the North Carolina Militia. In 1781, Edward Jr. became one of the 
handful of men who served in the Continental Army--our nation's first 
"national" army, commanded by General George Washington. 

After the Revolutionary War and after the death of his father, Edward 
Jr. moved his family and mother to the sparsely settled frontier region 
of Darlington County, South Carolina. Today, this area is part of the 
Stokes Bridge Community of Lee County near Bishopville. It took years 
of hard wor.k to clear the virgin forests and drain swamps for crop land. 

Unfortunately, most of the early public records of old Darlingto~ 
county were destroyed, including the earliest deeds. However, a list 
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WOODHAM HERITAGE, continued from page 9 

of deeds recorded in 1794 shows that Edward Jr. bought and sold land 
in 1793. In 1797, he sold 100 acres to his son-in-law John Alexander 
who married his daughter Mary. Numerous other deeds recorded show 
Edward Jr. owned several small plantations and slaves. Edward became 
prominent in the business life of the community as well as a leading 
farmer when he built a grist mill on a small stream on one of his farms 
Grist mills were vital then so people could grind corn and other grain 
for meal and flour. 

Very little is known of Edward's wife Mary: so far, I have been un
able to discover who her parents were nor even her maiden name. Nor do 
we know all the children of Edward Jr. and Mary. The first census of 
the US taken in·l790 listed only names of heads of households. The 
census showed two males over age 16, two males under age 16 and seven 
females as well as 8 slaves in the household of Edward. 

Only two sons are known: Aris Woodham Senior and Edward Harley Wood
ham Senior. Only three daughters are known: Louisa, Mary ("Polly") 
and Eleanor. The census therefore indicates at least two daughters, 
possibly three, and perhaps one son who have not yet been identified. 
The name Edward has been in our family ever since the l600's. When 
Edward H. reached manhood, his father was often called Edward "Senior" 
and Edward H. sometime listed as "Junior", creating some confusion. 

Aris Sr. was apparently the oldest child of Edward Jr. and Mary. He 
was also probably the first to marry (1791). Louisa married first to 
Andrew Caten (Cotton, Cawton, etc.) and after his death to a Wiggins. 
Mary ("Polly") married John Alexander about 1795; she had several 
children, including some who moved to Wiregrass Alabama. Eleanor moved 
with her husband Daniel Hearon to Louisiana and died there. 

Edward bought a plantation across Lynches River in 1807 and moved 
there. He then sold three small plantations to his son Aris Sr. in 
1808, including his homeplace and grist mill. Both his original home
place and his new farm were located in present Lee County. He lived 
there until his death. 

Edward gave several of his grandchildren property and slaves to get 
them started in life, including children of Aris and Mary. Edward 
Senior and his wife Eleanor (Lockett?) had a daughter Mary, born 7 
May, 1741 in Virginia. This may very well be Mary Wiggins to whom 
Edward Jr. gave a slave in his will dated 1820. Mary Wiggins was a 
widow at the time and lived near Edward. However, she died not long 
after Edward and the slave was subsequently returned to his estate as 
per his will. Mary had one son, Daniel Wiggins who moved to Alabama 
with the Woodhams. 

Aris Sr. had 11 children: Louisa Dupree died young and nothing is 
known yet of John. Asa, Stephen and Margaret remained at Stokes Bridge 
Community and have many descendants there today. Edward (Aris' third 
son) was the first to leave home and moved to Washington County, Ga. 
where he died young leaving three or four orphans. His descendants 
settled in Georgia, north Alabama and Arkansas. Ira and Pheriba 
( "Fereby") settled in Conecuh County, Ala. Rachel moved to Butler 
County, Ala. Athanasius and Aris Junior moved to Southeast Alabama 
(the Wiregrass) with their uncle, Edward H. Sr. and other relatives: 
surprisingly, the vast majority of people with the Woodham name today 
are descended from these two brothers and their uncle who settled near 
Dothan, Alabama. This region has the largest concentration of Woodhams 
in the nation today. 

Edward Junior's mother Eleanor was probably the first ~ember of the 
family to be buried at the Woodham Family Cemetery, established on his 
farm between 1800 and 1810. His son Aris Sr. died in 1818 and was 
buried there also. Edward Jr. was buried there in·l820 and his wife 
Mary sometime between 1826 and 1830. 
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EDWARD WOODHAM Junior (later Senior ) October , 1990 
HUHAND'S NAMlt Dalt 

When lom 1746 Where Prince George County , Virginia Compila Robert Earl Woodham 

When Died 
August, 1820 Where Sumter (now Lee) County, s .c. Addnv PO Box 1321 

Wbco Buried Whcrc 
Woodham Cemetery, Lee County,SC Oty Dothan St.u,Ala 36302 

circa 1760 1 
S Whcrc Dobbs (now Lenoir) County, N. C. Thu information obLalncd from 

HI, fatbcr ______ w_o_o_D_HAM __ s_e_n_i_o_r_ 1111 Molhcr', Maiden Name ELEANOR (LOCKETT ? ) North Carolina Military Records 
------------ N. C. Land Grant records 

Hil Crandlatbcr ___________ _ H.11 Cnndmolhcr _______________ -----------------
Darlington Co ., SC Estate Records 

WIP'~' S MAID&N NAMII 
MARY " Polly" ) 

----------------- -------------- will of Edward, 1820 
WbmBom 

Whco Died 

___________ 1_7_4-__ Whe,c 

(after 1826) 1826- 1830 Wbc,c 
-----------------Sumter County , South Carolina 
Woodham Cemetery, Lee Co ., SC 

Darling ton Co. , SC Deed recor ds 

Whco Buried ______________ Where 
OtbaHwband.o 
Nwnhcr 1.2, etc. --------------------------------

Sumter Co ,,SC Deed Records 
1790, 1800 Darlingto n Co . SC 

Her father ______________ HcrMolhcr'al,bjdu Namc ___________ _ 18 l O, 1820 Sumter Co . SC(census) 

Ila Cnndlalhcr Her Cnndmolhcr 

MM< 

or 
~-ffl•" 

M 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

Clm.DRLN WHI.H BORN WHER.EBORN State WHENDU:D 
(In ordu o f birth) Day Monlh Yeaz Cily County or Country Day Month Y eaz MARJUED 

ARIS WOODHAM Sr , 3 July, 1771 Dobbs 11Junel81! Who tu>\..11.1:.L BEA!::iLEY 
I N. C. When H Feoruarv, I 79! 

2 LOUISA WOODHAM 177- (now II 
Who l l )ANDREW CATENCCAWTO 

part o f 18 When ( ~ j WIGGINS 

WOODHAl,I 177- Lenoir Co . ) II 18 Who IJUSEPH STEPHENS 

N) 

., ) Sr. 

' 
♦ 

' 
6 

7 

• 
9 

When 

WOODHM' 177- II II Who 

When 

MARY WOO DHAM 1777 II II 1856 Who JUHN A.Lls=UJ:;I< 
When c!rcl!: I795 

WOODHAM 177- II II Who 
When 

(?) WOODHAM 178- II II Who 

Whm 

EDWARD HARLEY WOODHAM Sr . 26 June , 1785 Darlington s .c. 18Octl865 Who SARAH DOWLING 
When circa 

(now Lee) Who 
When 

' 

Revo lutionary War Pay Re cei p t issued to EDWARD WOODHAM (Junior) 
on 22 Feb., 1 777 for his services as a soldier in the Dobbs County , 
North Carolina Regiment of Militia , for 40 shillings . It is signed 
by his next-door ne i ghbor, Richard Caswell, who became a Genera l in 
the America n Army a nd the first American Governor of North Carolina . 
Original on file at t he North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh . 
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Golden Anniversary 
Celebrated 

MILLER CARTER 

COLUMBUS, Ga.--Two sisters and two 
brothers recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary here. 

Ara Miller and her sister Lou Kay 
Miller were married in 1940 to two 
brothers, Willie and Aaron Carter 
at Graceville, Florida. Ara and 
Lou Kay are daughters of Mary Esther 
Woodham and her husband Angus Mill
er and granddaughters of Walter 
Young Woodham of Dale County, Ala. 
and Holmes County, Florida. 

Ara and Lou Kay grew up at Slo
comb, Ala. Lou Kay had six dates 
with Aaron when they decided to 
get married. The date of their 
marriage was only the third time 
Ara had ever seen Willie but they 
decided to make it a twosome wed
ding. Both couples lived here and 
worked for Bibb Mill. When Willie 
retired, he and Ara moved back to 
Chipley, Fla. Lou and Aaron still 
live here. Some 200 relatives and 
friends helped the couples cele
brate their anniversary. 

Woodham Family Association 
PO Box I 321 

Dothan, Alabama 36302 

Official Publication or the 

Woodham Family Association 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor and Publisher 

Published at Dothan, hlG. 
Subscription included v:ith 
membership in Woodham 
Family Association. Annual 
menbership dues: $10. 
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Only quick support can save 

Woodham Cemetery 
For ~ale: one used family cemetery. 

Price: $10,000. 

Sound like a weird story from one 
of those supermarket magazines? Not 
really; no matter how bizaare the 
idea, it's all true. In those dumb 
stories, the crazy things always 
happen to people no one ever heard 
of. This time, the horrible real
ity has come home to haunt our own 
family. 

f'°""1 Land around the Woodham Family 
-emetery near Newton, Dale County, 
Alabama was recently sold by the 
Crooks family who had owned it for 
many years. The buyer is Wade 
Keller, an Ozark accountant. 

We received a letter from Keller 
which appeared to offer the Cemetery 
for sale. We sent a four page letter 
to him asking for clarification and 
more information. To date, we have 
not had a reply. 

We published a story about this in 
our last newsletter. The day after 
she got her newsletter, Mrs. Ruby 
Woodham Knight of Ozark called Keller 
to talk about the cemetery. Keller 
asked Ruby if she wanted to buy the 
Cemetery. 

"What is your asking price?" Ruby 
asked him. "Well, I haven't set a 
price but James Woodham bought some 
land in the area ... I think I did make 
him a price of $10,000," cont. on pg 2 



CEMETERY ... continued from page 1 

Keller answered. 
"TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS!", Ruby 

said unbelievably, "Yes", Keller 
replied, 

(see excerpt from Ruby's letter on 
page 3) 

We are now confronted with a per
son unrelated to our family who 
claims to "own" the sacred burial 
ground of our Woodham mothers and 
fathers. He is openly and actively 
trying to "sell" the Cemetery, His 
opening asking price (to Ruby) is 
$10,000. 

The next thing is: what do we as 
a family do? 

The first steps have already been 
taken; a committee of local relat
ives was formed in November at a 
meeting of descendants of people 
buried at Woodham Cemetery. The 
second meeting on 19 Nov. brought 
together 32 people. The third 
meeting in December attracted only 
14 people. 

The committee decided upon an 
immediate cleanup of the Cemetery. 
According to J. B. Daughtry of Dot
han, about 25 men, women and child
ren met on 5 Dec. and began work on 
cleaning the site. (MANY THANKS!) 

However, we cannot stop our efforts 
with a cleanup. Much more must be 
done to preserve our family's ceme
tery; we must act now to make sure 
our family graveyard will be safe 
for generations to come, 

James Crooks and his sister, Mrs. 
Gaynell Crooks Dildy, whose father 
bought the 130 acres surrounding the 
cemetery many years ago, stated 
their father never believed he 
"owned" the cemetery. They told 
Ruby they did not believe they 
owned it either and had not intended 
for it to be included in the deed. 

We will hold discussions at the 
Woodham National Reunion in Eufaula 
on Memorial Day weekend on this 
problem, both Saturday and Sunday. 

We will consider such questions 
as permanent ownership of the Dale 
County Woodham Cemetery, acquisit
ion and restoration of the South 
Carolina Woodham Cemetery and a 
permanent maintenance fund for both 
cemeteries. Please try to attend 
these talks on the cemeteries, 
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Woodhams Organize 
A call to arms to save our Woodham 

Family Cemetery has proudly reapr~ 
its first reward: a group of concerd....) 
descendants has begun an intensive 
effort to clean the graveyard of grass, 
underbrush and small trees that had 
overtaken the area. 

According to cousin J. B, Daughtry, 
the "point man" who got things going 
is James o. Woodham. He was elected 
chairman of the group. There are two 
James O. Woodhams in the area, so we 
don't know yet which one he is. 

Mrs. Ben H, (Juanita Carroll) Wood
ham was elected secretary-treasurer 
and Edsel Woodham was named co-chair
man. Juanita is the daughter of the 
late Ada Elizabeth Woodham. 

Woodham Cemetery includes several 
burials of other families who may or 
may not be related to Woodhams. They 
include Enfinger, Stevens, Bagwell, 
Brackin, Baldree, Glover and others. 

Several of these may have been just 
friends and neighbors--not actually 
related to us. Several descendants 
of the Bagwell and Stevens families 
have participated in the meetings aV 
cleanings. Strong support has come 
from descendants of Nellie Woodham 
and her husband Major Holland ("Fox") 
Daughtry, both buried here. 

Descendants at the last two meetings 
have come from Midland City, Hartford, 
Ozark, Dothan, Enterprise and nearby 
communities to show their support. 

The committee has voted to erect a 
new fence around the cemetery. Accord
ing to Mrs. Florence ("Hettie") Wood
ham Andrews, the present fence was 
built several decades ago. The build
er was unaware at that time of sever
al graves not marked with tombstones 
and when putting up the f~nce, left 
these graves outside the enclosed 
area. Hettie recalled "a mother and 
her two babies" and others who are 
buried north of the present fence. 

If you are a Woodham descendant, it 
is your responsibility to help main
tain this cemetery. You shou Id not 
have to be asked. 

For further info on committee 
efforts, call Juanita Woodham at Mi~ 
land City, 795-6156; James o. Woodham 
at Ozark, 299-6361; or Edsel Woodham 
at Ozark, 774-9508. 



Letter: 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: the following is excerpted from a letter by Mrs. Ruby 

woodh.am Knight, Ozark, Alabama; 14 Nov., 1987) 

"'- "When I got your newsletter (same day) I called Wade Keller to inquire 
about the cemetery down here. He did have it for sale--He asked if I 
wanted it for myself and I said "no" but I was interested to know about 
it. I asked "What is your asking price?" He said, "Well, I haven't set 
a price but James Woodham bought some land in the area---I think maybe I 
did make him a price of $10,000." I said, "TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS!" He 
said "yes". I could not believe I had heard him correctly but I had. I 
told him there was no Woodham that I knew of that had that kind of money 
nor would they spend it that way. He said two or three times--"What do 
you think they would pay. Would they make me an offer, what about the 
Woodham organization?" I assured him I could not answer his questions 
but I did not think anybody would make an offer because his price was so 
high nobody could or would even think about that. Wade is in my church 
and seems like a real smooth operator--! was surprised that he would even 
be involved in trying to "sell" a cemetery much less trying to hijack 
the prospective buyers. 

The next night, J.B. Daughtry from Dothan called me. He had talked 
to maybe Edsel, Rex and Ben (.I think). He suggested offering Wade $1,500 
for the one acre cemetery and one additional acre to make Woodham Park. 
I told him I was not interested in making any offer at all--First, the 
cemetery would be all that anybody could keep up and I thought if no offer 
was made to buy--the cemetery would still belong to the Woodham family-
you don't sell cemeteries. I think Wade got the impression from 
somebody t~the Association maybe had money and would pay a big price 

""-. for the cemetery--he' d make enough off the sale to pay for some of the 
acreage he bought. I assured him the Assn. had no money and would not 
be buying that. 

When the Star came out this week this notice was in it. I called 
Juanita Woodham and she said nobody was going to pay Wade anything but 
they were going to clean it up and fence it and that was that. 

James Crooks and his sister Gaynell Dildy sold Wade the land and they 
are both my friends. I had dinner with them last night and they said 
their Daddy bought the land many, many years ago (they are my age and 
grew up next door to the cemetery). The cemetery was there all the time 
and their Daddy did not consider that he owned the cemetery nor did they 
consider that they sold Wade the cemetery because they did not own it. 
Wade can't sell something he does not have a title to. Gaynell said her 
Daddy had 130 acres of land. u.s. Govt. took 100 acres that they wanted 
for a landing field. She was almost sure the deed they gave to Wade 
read "29 acres, more or less--she said we always thought the "more or 
less" allowed for the one acre cemetery to be deleted from the 130 acres. 
Anyway, I don't think he will do anything to the cemetery but Juanita 
says they are going to clean it up." 

Taken from: "West Florida Foot
prints" a genealogical magazine 
and submitted by Mrs. William J. 
(Delene) Woodham Jr. of Pensacola. 

""-. "A Descriptive Tombstone Epitaph 
of 1825" 

Here lies a poor woman, who al
ways was tired, 
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She lived in a house where help was 
not hired. 

Her last words on earth were: Dear 
friends, I am going 

Where washing ain't done, nor sweep-
ing, nor sewing; But everything there 
is exact to my wishes; For where they 
don't eat, there's no washing of dishes" 



T he Woodh~ family n~ :1:.:~ o?,~:~: crises ever. One wood- I 
ham family cemetery has already been destroyed and the remaining fam

ily cemetery now faces a similar danger. 
The Woodham Family Cemetery in Dale County, Alabama is in the midst of 

a controversy because Wade Keller (not a relative) has bought land around 
the cemetery and now claims to "own" the cemetery itself. He is trying to 
sell the cemetery to the highest bidder and has asked for $10,000. This 
shyster is out to make a sleazy profit from the resting bodies of our 
relatives. 

This family cemetery was founded well over 100 years ago. The Woodham 
Family Cemetery in Lee County, South Carolina was founded more than 175 
years ago. Both these cemeteries were founded by Woodhams on Woodham farm 
land as private, family burying grounds. 

The South Carolina cemetery was founded just before or just after 1800, 
on the farm of Edward Woodham Junior (father of about 95 per cent of our 
family). Edward sold the farm to his son, Aris Woodham Senior who died in 
1818 and was buried in the cemetery. Edward was laid to rest there in 
1820; both their wives also lie there. The land has been in the Woodham 
ever since and is today owned by a daughter of Charles Ray Woodham. Burials 
were held there for more than 100 years. 

We printed a story about this crisis in our last newsletter. At that 
time, we had less than 20 members (with current dues paid) of the family 
club and an almost empty treasury. In spite of that, copies of that news
letter were sent to BOO families (that is all I could afford to print and 
mail) all over America. We asked relatives to please contact us about the 
cemetery. 

Only three people wrote us and one other tried to telephone us so far 
about this urgent problem. There have been three local meetings on the 
cemetery. We have reports on the last two: only 32 people turned out for 
the second gathering and just 14 for the last one. Almost half those were 
from the Stevens and Bagwell families--not the Woodhams. 

That leaves a heck of a lot of Woodham relatives who found some kind of 
excuse not to take part. What kind of excuse can hide the shame and dis
grace of anyone who will not stand and fight for their mother's and 
father's graves? There is nothing more sacred to us as a whole family than 
the burial sites of our ancestors and relatives. Since the beginning of 
civilization, the living have held these holy grounds as a sacred trust 
for the next generation, preserving and protecting them. Until now. 

This is a new age, an age of greed, lust for money and quest for power. 
No longer does "family" come first. Today, a new car, expensive vacation 
or anything else is more important than family. Once, Americans looked 
forward to family gatherings with happiness and cherished memories of those 
reunions with warm joy. Now, people would rather go to the beach or use 
any kind of excuse ("I can't spoil my attendance at church.") rather than 
attend a family reunion. 

If we can't find love among us for our living relatives, we sure aren't 
going to find any love for them when they are long dead. I had expected 
Woodham relatives to really unite for the first time and stand together; 
to make a holler heard across the country against such a shameful threat 
to a burying ground. 

It is a crying shame when a family cannot unite and stand together at 
least in times of crisis. Make no bones about it; this is a crisis and 
there is a threat. This character wants to sell the cemetery. You can 
better believe it: if a wealthy Arab or Japanese (or American) developer 
wanted the land for any reason--our family's cemetery could "accidentally" 
disappear overnight. 

(continued on next a e) 



EDITORIAL ... continued from page 4 

It can't happen, you say? Hogwash, it happens every day. In fact, in 
growing areas (.such as Atlanta) , it happens s~veral times a day l !he 
small fines they might have to pay means nothing compared to the big fast 
bucks "developers" can make by getting rid of a cemetery. 

we have already witnessed the total destruction of the Woodham Family 
Cemetery in our ancestral home in South Carolina. This sacred site was 
used as a hog pen1 The tombstones were ripped up and thrown away. Only 
two tombstones survive--broken into small pieces. It can't happen? It 
HAS happened. The site was plowed over and is still being plowed over, 
with crops grown on the graves of our relatives. 

This sacrilege must not be allowed to happen in Dale County and it must 
be stopped in South Carolina! 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 
We must acquire a clear and permanent title to both Woodham cemeteries; 

we must establish a permanent fund for their maintenance; local committees 
must take active roles in keeping both cemeteries cleaned and maintained; 
tombstones should be restored and new ones for unmarked graves erected. 
The South Carolina cemetery should be fully restored, with tombstones to 
replace those destroyed. 

Local authorities (tax assessor and Probate Office) must be notified of 
the existance of these cemeteries. This will officially register them as 
legally protected sites and remove them from taxation. 

If you have any of that old-fashioned Woodham grit and gut left, now is 
the time to stand up and show it. Let's unite as one family and stand to
gether and show the world we still have some of that pioneer family spirit. 

A new series of books 
We are now working on the first comprehensive history ever written on our 
Woodham family. It will be the first of several history books we hope to 
print. It will be printed as soon as we have enough orders to pay printing 
costs. This book will deal with our family's earliest history in America, 
as well as a brief section on our family's beginnings in England. It will 
cover the period from the 1650's into the lB00's. 

We will reproduce copies 
of many historic documents 
from the 1600' s, 1700' s and I ,,, 
lBOO's, including deeds, WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY .i. 
wills, estate records, home-
steads and land grants, etc.~----,----------------,-----------_! 
It will have copies of the . · :. • ·. · • • "·''".?. -:,~,'}:,.:,,J,n1.A:\};,".c•i::,;>•;.,.<,,;,., •. .,, r' ·,· 

oldest known Woodham Bible I , .. 
records; the olde7t_known WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM 
Woodham letter; military 
records from the Revolution-.._....,,.,,,....,..--------------------,,,.,,..,.--=---~ 
ary War; Colonial deeds and ).:;l~\t:_-,;:~~--,'.:-~_:_ ·u,:-,·' '.??~'-~~:'' -:·~- ·u:·~-i~t-:;trr~!;J~~:l~{),·;,;,/.:i_·';._'J{~-.. :\~}.:_:)lt".·•t~:~~-.:._r.{-:"• 
land grants from North - • • • • 
Carolina and Virginia. 

The prices below are for members of the Woodham Family Association. For 
non-members, please add $10 for each book. Send your orders for books to: 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" 

Woodham Family Association, PO Box 7446, 
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$20 plus $1 postage 
$10 plus $1 postage 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 



W oodb3m Heritage ... by 
Robert Earl Woodham 

Woodham Family Historian 

Very little is known about Frederick Woodham and his descendants yet whatU 
we do know reveals a large number of relatives, spread all over the 

nation. 
Frederick was born 6 June, 1806 in that part of Darlington County which 

is today part of Lee County, South Carolina. He was the first child of 
Edward Harley Woodham Senior and Sarah Dowling and a grandson of Edward 
Woodham Junior and Mary. 

Frederick married about 1829-30 to Mary Ann Pollard. Their first three 
children were born in Darlington County. The family lived in the Stokes 
Bridge community (north of present Bishopville), along Lynch's River. The 
first record found on him is the 1830 US Census of Darlington County. The 
Census shows he and Mary were living near his father, Edward H. Sr. 

When a large group of Woodhams and their relatives left South Carolina 
in late 1835 and headed for the frontier of Southeast Alabama, Frederick 
and Mary were among them. There must have been a large wagon train full of 
relatives and friends, for they included Frederick's family, his father 
Edward H. Sr. and his children, Edward's nephews Athanasius and Aris 
Woodham Jr,, several Alexander cousins who were children of Mary Woodham 
and John Alexander as well as other relatives. 

Most of Edward's family settled in Dale County, including Frederick. 
Unfortunately, the Dale County courthouse burned in the early 1880's and 
all public records were destroyed. As a result, I have never found any 
deeds, will or other public records on him. The only other record found 
so far is where he appears on the 1840 and 1850 US Census of Dale County. 

Mary and Frederick had at least 10 children: Richard E.L., Hillary Hope
well, John Wesley, Sarah Ann Elizabeth, Eleanor Dupree ("Elende-"), Elisha\. , 
R,, Aris Athanasi us, Hester Ann, Andrew Jackson ("Jack") and Wright Pleas- '-' 
ant,. ("Right" ,"Writie"). I have found no records on Sarah nor Eleanor and 
do not know if they married or not. 

Aris A. enlisted in the Confederate Army during the War Between the States 
and died as a soldier, 4 June, 1864. 

Frederick's oldest child, Richard, became a Dale County Deputy Sheriff. 
A letter from Richard written 1 Oct., 1858 is the oldest letter from a 
Woodham that we have a copy of. It was written to his uncle, Calvin Rhodes 
in Darlington County, SC. Richard had two daughters who died as infants. 

Hilliary's known children were Mary Jane, Susan s. and Clarissa C. 
John Wesley and Sarah Ward's children were: Albiner, Marietta ("Mary"), 

Johnathan Frederick, Hester Ann and Daniel Elie. 
Elisha's children were: Ella, Martin Monroe, Henry Clayton Sr., Charles 

Wesley ("Bunk"), Tollie, Roberta Lee ("Bertie"), Forest and Lillie Estelle. 
Andrew Jackson lived most of his life in Dale County but moved to Geneva 

County in the 1890's. Children: Ml.ry ("Molly"), John Edward, Frances ("Doll") 
("Doll"), Lucy, Sarah Ann ("Sally", "Sal"), Evitus Mylus e'Elve"), Daisy, 

Edward, William Earnest ("Will") and Claude Marvin. 
Wright P. moved to Clarke County, Ala. and married Sarah Jane Coate there. 

Their children were: Simeon William R., Lenora Janette ("Nora Jane"), 
Cordelia ("Delia"), Keener Jackson ("Kuner John"), Richard Agee, Jesse 
Carmichael Sr., Margaret Estell ("Maggie"), Leslie Raymond, Ruby Naomi, 
Hannis Taylor and Norman Frederick. 

The sheriff of Henry County levied upon Frederick's farm and it was sold 
in Sept., 1853. He may have died that summer or was already sick. Where 
he is buried is unknown. V 

Mary Ann obtained a federal homestead of 40 acres on 17 Oct., 1854 and 
another homestead in 1855. She married John Golden in 1858. 
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IUSBAND'S NAME 

When Hom 

When Died 

FREDERICK 

6 June£ 1806 

1854 

When Buried ___________________ _ 

When Married Ca -=1~8'-'3"-"0 __ _ 
Other Wives 
Number 1,2,ctc. 

His Father EDWARD HARLEY WOODHAM Sr. 
m,Grandfath« EDWARD WOODHAM Junior 

WIFE' s MAIDEN NAME MARY ANN 

WOODHAM 

11'1,m Dar lingj:on (Lee) Coun ty..,____li..£.,_ 

\\'here 

Where 

Dale County. Alabama 

Whm _Darlington County, South Cara] i oa 

His 11other's ri.taiden Name- SARAH DQWT,TNG 

llis Grru1dmother -~M=A=R=Y~----------------

PQLLARD 

1988 
Date ----=----c-:--:--~--,---

ROBERT EARL WOODHAM Compiler 

Address 

City Atlanta State Ga. 

Tliis information obtained from 

"A Dowling Family o:I: the J,ouj:H' 

1959 

Powell A. Woodham, 1963 

When Bom 

When Died 

----------~1=8-=l,_,5,_ ___ Whm Darlington (now Leel ca , SC 
Where 

Where 

1830 Darlington Co. ,sc (census) 

1840, 1850 Dale Co., Ala. (cenSJl) 

-

When Buried -,------------------
Other Hu,~mds 1 2) JOHN GOLDEN Number 1,"-,etc. _,_ - - married 23 Feb •• 1858 in Henry Ca 

Henry Co. , Ala. Deed 

1854 Henry Co., Ala. 

rerords 

(Mary Ann) 

Her Father Iler Mother's Maiden !'.ame __________________ _ 1855 " ("" homestead) 

lier Grandfather lier Grandmother ______________________ _ 

Male CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN State WHEN DIED or (In order of birth) Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED . 
- - - -

Who ELIZABETH ANN MII,LEI 
M 1 RICHARD EDWARD L WOODHAM 29 Dec., 1830 Darlinqton s.c. 186- When 13 Octol->or. l Ri;Q 

F. 

Who I BENITER 
M 2 HILLARY HOPEWELL WOODHAM 1832 /now oart of " 1 A7- \\'hen,..,,. l 849 

M 3 JOHN WESLEY WOODHAM 1833 
Who SARAH !ti/IE~ 

Lee Countvl " l DQ < When Ca 18 9 
Who 

F 4 SARAH ANN ELIZABETH 1835 Dale Ala. When 
Who 

F 5 ELEANOR DUPREE (.Elender) 1838 " " When 

Who FRANQES EI,I Z&J;!Wl:H J:lQNLl 
M 6 ELISHA R. WOODHAM 1841 " " 8Feb.l892 When -- 186A 

JM, 

Who never married; died a! 
M 7 ARIS ATHANASIUS WOODHAM 1842 " " 4Junel 0 t:;4 WhenConfederate soldier 

s 

Who HENEY SMITH 
11.'1 8 HESTER ANN WOODHAM 1845 " " \\11en 13 Seoternber. J 867 

Who ELIZA ANN BI CHAil DS !ll M 9 ANDREW JACKSON ("Jack") Dec., 1849 " " 191 When ca 1867 
Who Sl,RAH .IANE CQATE M 10 WRIGHT PLEASANT ("Right") is Apr. ,1850 " " 15Octl932 When 17 November. 1878 
Who 

11 When 
Who 

12 
When 
Who 

13 When 

\. l Who T ---14 When ..... 

,-



Give to the Memorial Fund 

When it comes to dealing with information on several thousand people, you 
either get an office full of secretaries or, if you are a family historiarU 
doing volunteer work for a small family club, you settle for a computer. 

The "work load" reached the point of being a full-time job several years 
ago. There is no "job" and no paid staff--all our work is done by family 
volunteers. Nobody gets paid for all this. 

We now waste hundreds of hours on manual work that could be done in sec
onds by a computer. Our mailing list alone now takes several days of work 
every year. That could be done much quicker and easier with a computer. 
The time we save could be better used on more family work, especially con
tacting "missing" relatives who have never heard of our National Reunion 
or the family club. We could do a hundred times more research with a com
puter. Research isn't just on dead ancestors. We must do research to 
learn about living relatives, locate and contact them. We desperately need 
this tool to get us out from beneath a mountain of paperwork that is wasting 
too much of our effort. Please contribute toward this goal so we can do 
even more for you. 

Your donation should be made as a memorial to a deceased loved one or in 
honor of a living person. The following relatives have donated to date: 

Donations • Made in Name of Loved Ones 
James w. & Joy Woodham Brinson, Georgia 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

In Honor of Robert Earl 
for the Woodham family 

Woodham for all the work he has done 

Rhea Woodham 
In Memory of 
Lena Kelly 

Compton Decatur, Georgia 
my parents, Robert R. ("Bob") Woodham and 

Frances Woodham Young 
In Memory of my parents 
Mary Anna Hagler 

Littlerock, California 
Auzy (Asa) Woodham and 

Mrs. Zenobia Woodham Pensacola, Florida 
In Memory of my husband, Grady Cecil Woodham 

Herbert c. Woodham 
In Memory of my parents 
Robbie Mae Barnes 

Dighton, Kansas 
Arthur Jehu Woodham and 

$100 

$25 

$10 

$20 

$50 

Photo of a story which appeared in 

V 

MOBILE WOODHAM REUNION 

MOBILE, Ala.--The children and many 
descendants of Auzy (Asa) Woodham 
and Mary Anna Hagler met here Labor 
Day weekend for a reunion. J.T., 
Grady, Hazel, Grant M. Sr., Billy 
Auzy, Harley Wayne, Lester and 
Francis, along with many of their 
children and grandchildren took part 
in the gathering. Francis reports 
about 50 attended a dinner. This 
family was originally from Geneva 
County, Ala. They came from as far 
as California and Texas. 

an Ozark, Ala. newspaper 25 July,1928 
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Public Working of 
Woodham Cemetery 

V,:l' ar" requl'!<lt'll lo announct' that 
lht're wilt be a workini: o( th<' \\'ood-1 
hain l"f'Mll'lery the (1rt.t S.:1.turJay In 
Au rust. 

All partiet h ■ Ying lo\·ed ont'!I at 
I rest here are urg\'d to be pr"'io .. nl or: 
j this day or h■ \"l' a hand to toke thc-ir 
, rlacc, 

i --------
THE SOUTlf£RN S1 AR 

WED~ESDAY, JULY ZSTH. 1t:t 



fflrtttfyn • • · 

_!NOTE: if a relative's 
~ituary does not appear 

Ln the family newsletter, 
it is because no one took 
the effort to tell us. 
Please, when you hear of 
a death in the family, 
write and tell us. If 
you see an obit in your 
newspaper, clip it and 
the name and date from 
the top of the page and 
send this to us.) 

DORIS WOODHAM JOHNSON 
DIES IN MICHIGAN 

GRAND BLANC, Mich.-
Doris Janet Woodham died 
11 Oct. here at age 65. 

Doris was born 21 Sept. 
1922 in Coffeeville, 
Ala., daughter of Keener 
Jackson Woodham and Ruth 
Emma White. She was the 
granddaughter of Wright 

J""\].easant Woodham, who 
' eft Dale County in the 

1870's and founded a 
branch of the family in 
Clarke County, Alabama. 

Doris was married in 
Pascagoula, Miss. 2 Nov., 
19 45 to Floyd James (Jim) 
Johnson Jr. They would 
have celebrated their 
42nd anniversary in Nov. 

Doris was a charter 
member of the Woodham 
Family Association. She 
and her family attended 
the first Woodham Nation
al Reunion in Eufaula, 
Ala. by motor home. 

She was a member of 
Holy Family Catholic 
Church here. 

Burial was at Ever
green Cemetery here. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Jim; daughter, 

.J::ars. Alyce Jeanette (Jan) 
ruhnson Canada, Burton, 

Mich.; son, Richard James 
Johnson, Byron, Mich.; 
sisters, Mrs. Leslie 
Woodham Bullard and Mrs. 

Mary Woodham Thornton, 
both of Mobile, Ala., 
Mrs, Betty Woodham Can
non, Lynchburg, Va., 
Mrs. Bobbie Jean Wood
ham Middleton and Patsy 
Woodham, both of Coffee
ville, Ala.; brothers, 
Wright Pleasant (_"Happy") 
Woodham, Tallahassee, 
Fla., Shofner A. Wood
ham, Coffeeville, Rober~ 
Shafer Woodham, Sylvia, 
NC and Jack Woodham, 
Mobile; one granddaugh-
ter. 
* * * 
BILLIE WOODHAM STANLEY, 
ONE OF THE "LOST BRANCH" 

MUNFORD, Tenn.--Billie 
M. Woodham died here 
4 Sept., age unknown. 

Billie was the daugh
ter of James Lafayette 
Woodham and Lillie Leona 
(Leona) Williams. Her 
father was from Shelby 
County, Ala. She was 
the granddaughter of 
John Nelson Woodham, 
only son of Ira and 
Amelia Woodham. 

Billie had lived in 
the Memphis, Tenn. area 
since the 1930's when 
she and a sister sett
led there. 

Nothing is known of 
her immediate family 
except that she had at 
least one son (name 
unknown). Other surviv
ors include sisters 
Mrs. Opal Virginia Wood
ham Wilson, Munford and 
Mrs. Mildred Woodham 
Bullock, Ft. Walton 
Beach, Fla.; brother, 
Glen Vance Woodham, 
Malden, Missouri. 

No other details 
known. 
* * * 

MARCIA JO WOODHAMS, 
NATIVE OF MICHIGAN 

NEW LONDON, Texas-
Marcia Jo Woodhams died 
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died here 22 Nov. from 
injuries suffered in 
an auto accident. She 
was 31. 

Marcia was born 28 
June, 1956 in Travers 
city, Mich., daughter 
of Martin Woodhams. 

She had lived in New 
London since 1979 and 
was married to Larry 
Smires. She was a grad
uate of Kalkaska High 
School in Michigan and 
worked for McDonald's 
in Henderson, Tex. She 
was a member of First 
Baptist Church in Kil
gore. 

Survivors include her 
husband Larry; daughters 
Sherry Lynn and Angela 
Marie Smires; both of 
New London; father and 
stepmother, Martin and 
Linda Woodhams, Kalkas
ka, Mich.; sisters Mona 
and Michelle Woodhams, 
both of Michigan; grand
mother, Mrs, Julia 
Woodhams, Kalkaska. 
* * * 

HENRY CLAYTON WOODHAM Jr. 
POWER COMPANY EMPLOYEE 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--
Henry Clayton ("Woody") 
Woodham Jr. died 10 
Nov., age 65. 

Woody was born 4 May, 
1922 in Dale County, 
son of Henry c. Woodham 
Sr. and Willie Orice 
Hughes. He was a grand
son of Elisha R. Woodham. 

Woody had been an emp
loyee of Alab.,11Power Co. 
for many years as an 
electrician and lineman. 
He married Imogene Jus
tice here 11 Nov. 1949. 

Burial was in Ever
green Cemetery here. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Mrs. Imogene J. 
Woodham; daughter, Mary 
Joy Woodham, Selma; sis
ters Mrs. Syble Woodham 
Watkins and Bertha Wood-
ham, both of Montgomery. 



.Letter 
(excerpts) 

"You asked me once how my father 
and his sisters and brother came to 
live in Tennessee and Missouri. I 
have been talking to my aunt Billie 
and uncle Glen about that, and will 
pass on what I have found out. 

My grandfather (James L. Woodham) 
was a coal miner in Alabama. At some 
point in the early 1920's, when the 
coal fields played out, he moved to 
Kentucky and took his wife and fam-
ily with him. At that time, there 
were 4 kids; Dad (Gene), Opal, Billie, 
and Glen. In 1923, another one was 
born, my aunt Mildred. There was a 
twin also, who along with grand
mother died in childbirth complicat
ions. With no one to care for the 
kids, Grandfather took them to 
grandmother's parents, who had a 
farm around Greenpond, Alabama. Dad 
apparently did not stay there too 
long, and took off on his own at 
about the age of 12. Dad's brother 
Glen was taken in by another family 
and he stayed with them for a number 
of years. Aunt Opal and Aunt Billie 
apparently stayed on with their 
grandparents and various uncles and 
aunts (all named Williams). 

With no real home, Dad drifted 
around working at various jobs. He 
wound up in Arkansas working in the 
cotton fields and in a cotton gin, 
for a rather wealthy family named 
Stillman. Sometime in the very early 
1930's, about 1931 or 1932, the 
Stillmans moved to southern Missouri 
where lots of newly drained and clear
ed swamp land was being opened up for 
farming. Dad moved with them and 
continued to work for the Stillmans 
for a number of years. Sometime 
about 1934, he met and married Edith 
Byrd. I was born in 1936. In 1944, 
Dad bought 160 acres of farmland and 
started farming on his own. I be
lieve that he had "sharecropped" for 
the Stillmans for a while too before 
that. After buying the farm, we 
never moved. Dad lived on the farm 
for the rest of his life, until he 
died in 19 82. 

Back to Glen, Dad's brother 
Sometime in the early 1930's, he 

followed Dad to Arkansas, looking for 
work. By that time, Dad was already 
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in Missouri, but Glen found someone 
who knew where Dad was, and followed 
him to Missouri. Glen didn't stay 
long, and returned to Alabama for a 
while. A few years later, he went 
back to southern Missouri (Peach or-V 
chard) to visit Dad again. This time 
he stayed. As he said, there was no 
other family ties, so he just stayed 
near Dad. He has lived in the near 
vicinity ever since and still farms 
a small plot of ground near Malden. 

Back to the girls (Dad's sisters) 
Sometime in the early 1930's, grand

father (James L.) had a homestead on 
some ground somewhere in the Arkansas 
Ozarks. The two oldest girls (Opal & 
Billie) were young adults by this 
time, and were with their father in 
Arkansas. Something happened (I'm 
still researching what) and he lost 
the homestead and the girls started 
back to Alabama to one of their un
cles. They stopped in Memphis to 
spend the night in a boarding house. 
The woman who ran the boarding house 
offered both of them jobs there in 
the borading house, cooking, serving 
food, etc. Since they had no real 
place to go, they stayed and just 
never left. I think it was about tl . 
time Glen moved to Missouri to stay'-' 
that they all managed to reestablish 
contact and know where all their 
brothers and sisters were. I have 
not been able to learn a lot about my 
aunt Mildred (the youngest). I don't 
know who raised her or how she came 
to be separated from the other girls. 
If I have ever see her, I do not re
member it ... so far as I know, she 
still lives in Fort Walton Beach, Flo
rida ... 

That is kind of a summary of what I 
have been able to dig up. I hope you 
found it worthwhile ... 

Robert Earl, this letter has been 
on my desk for some time now while 
I've been recovering from surgery ... 

It is my sad duty to tell you that 
Billie died. I have not been able to 
obtain a copy of the obituary. What I 
know: Billie M. (Woodham) Stanley, 
daughter of James L. Woodham (deceased) 
sister of Gene Woodham (deceased), 
died on Sept. 4, 1987 at Memphis, 
Tenn. following heart surgery complU 
cations. Buried at Munford, Tenn." 

Hilton Eugene Woodham 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 



,-.... CHALKHEAD BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY 

(census taken 1978) on Ala. Hwy. 27 
Ewell Community 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

WOODHAM, 

MAUND, 
WOODHAM, 

SCOTT, 

GRIFFIN, 
Di LEONE, 

SMITH, 

Dale County, Alabama 

J. w. 
Elmedia V. 
M. p • 

56 Co., 5 
E. A. 

Raymond L. 

HOBBS 

Group MTD 

Anna Estell 

Carl 
Cora 
Lloyd 

Wesley 
Ona 

o. 
F. 

A. 
P. 

James Olen 
Jeanette 

17 Oct., 
5 Mar., 
4 Feb., 

(World War I} 
17 Feb., 

1857 
1862 
1894 

1903 

30 May, 1893 
15 Sept., 1893 

4 Feb., 
6 Oct., 

31 Jan., 

27 July, 
2 Apr., 

1887 
1892 
1922 

1898 
1902 

22 Sept., 1922 
25 Apr., 1931 

Guy T. 
Pvt. u.s. Army, 

15Aug., 
World War I 

1894 

Willie L. 
Syble D. 

married 23 Mar., 1944 

Hermon 
Blunia 
infant son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Hermon Woodham 
Imogene 

Marion Alonzo 
Mittie E. 
Lewe F. 
Lydia Mae 

wife of Lewe Woodham & 
E. Ewell 
Lewe Woodham 

William 
Lillie 
infant 

Virgil 
WOODHAM 
son 

30 Jan., 1923 
24 Dec., 1928 

17 Oct., 1900 
29 Sept., 1900 

30 Jan., 1929 
10 May 1 1925 

5 July, 1870 
12 May, 1873 
12 Aug., 1905 

8 Jan., 1907 
Ewell Griffin 

26 Apr., 1913 
30 June, 1969 

1876 
1879 

14 Jan., 
6 July, 

13 Oct., 

29 Aug., 

1938 
1942 
1918 

1912 

13 Feb., 19 72 
21 Jan., 1958 

18 Dec., 
6 Oct., 

18 Mar., 

6 Aug., 

1966 
1966 
1941 

1973 

10 Mar., 1973 

13 Mar., 1976 

3 Nov., 1967 

25 July, 
23 May, 

1 Feb., 
11 Apr., 

1 Sept., 
21 Mar., 

2 Nov., 

3 Feb., 

1963 
1965 

1929 
1927 

1903 
1923 
1959 

1970 

1911 
1927 

-1908-

r",_ GRANTHAM, Malcolm P. 14 June, 1912 
25 Nov., 1907 

19 Sept., 1974 
Verlon W. (WOODHAM} 
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70th Birthday Party 
COLUMBUS, Ga,--For most folks, we 
are lucky to get a "happy birthday" 
from someone to mark the occasion 
but for Adrian Hundley Roper, her 
70th birthday was a real spectacular 
one, Relatives came from all across 
the country to help her celebrate. 

Her children planned a surprise 
party, held at the home of daughter 
Janice Enfinger Yarnall. They got 
a party hall at an apartment com
plex and filled the place up. 

Some 73 people signed the register, 
They came from such areas as Havana, 
Fla. San Francisco, Calif., Phenix 
City, Ala., Atlanta, Ga., Montgomery, 
Seale and Hartford, Ala,, Panama 
City and Tallahassee, Fla., Midland 
and Roopville, Ga,, Houston, Texas, 
and Fort Walton Beach, Fla., to 
name just a few. Five of Adrian's 
brothers and sisters, plus her child
ren and grandchildren were on hand 
for the big event, Adrian is the 
daughter of the late Tessie Inez 
Woodham of Geneva County, Alabama, 

"Happy Birthday, Adrian! " 

P.O. Box 7446 
Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

Good News 

WEAR THE RED AND WHITE 
Be sure and have something red and 
white--our family colors--to wear aµ 
the 10th Anniversary Woodham National 
Reunion on Memorial Day weekend at 
Eufaula. Our family symbol is the 
Woodham white rose, so try to wear 
one on Sunday also. 

* * * 
WOODHAM IS LEGION AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Margery Louise Woodham Jeffords 
has been installed as the president 
of Bishopville, SC American Legion 
Auxiliary for 1987-88. Her install
ation was held 8 Oct. at a meeting 
of the Auxiliary. Margery is the 
daughter of the late Alva Leslie 
Woodham Sr. and the wife of Hugh 
Hamilton Jeffords, 

* * * 
HE'S IN THE MARINES NOW 

Chris Currie left Columbus, Ga. for 
a period of special training at Camp 
Lejeune, NC. He recently completed 
basic training in the US Marines, 
Chris is the son of Mrs. Sandra E. 
Lombardi and grandson. of Adrian Hund
.ley Roper of Columbus. He is the V 
great grandson of Tessie I. Woodham. 

V 
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10th Birthday Party 
Next May, we will celebrate our 10th annual Woodham Family National Reunion. 

we hope this memorable occasion will be one of our biggest and best re
unions ever. We urge you all to attend and bring the kids! 

Plans are underway now for a full Holiday Inn) in downtown Eufaula. 
two days of activities, to be held at We want to have swimming parties at 
Eufaula, Alabama on Memorial Day week- Lakepoint's beach Saturday for child-
end. Our National Reunion is always ren and teens; a teen weiner roast, 
held on the Saturday and Sunday pre- poolside party/dance Saturday night 
ceeding the national Memorial Day in at Eufaula Inn. 
May. Eufaula was the site of our We will have a cookout Saturday at 
first reunion in 1979 and has become noon in Lakepoint's picnic area, fol-
our traditional gathering place. lowed by an afternoon of entertain-

Our first Woodham National Reunion ment, singing, games, etc. We will 
attracted hundreds of relatives from eat Saturday night at Eufaula Inn and 
every state in the South as well as have a program of entertainment after-
from such distant areas as Nebraska, wards. We will cap the night with 
Michigan, California, Texas, Iowa, fireworks at the amphitheater over-

Aonnecticut, New Jersey, Indiana, looking Lake Eufaula (be sure and 
' klahoma and Maryland. bring a lot of fireworks! We will 

we want to make the 10th anniver- "pool" them for a big show). 
sary celebration a very special one We are proposing a lot of events; 
and just as big as our first. Many if you don't participate or volunteer 
have said that was the "first time to help, obviously there won't be any 
since Mama and Daddy died" that all such activities. We need you to vol-
their brothers, sisters and children unteer; we need you to serve as chap-
had gotten together. erones for children's or teen parties; 

It is sad that so many of us don't to help round up entertainment; coor-
see each other except at funerals. dinate cookouts; obtain reservations 
We have lost many relatives since for the picnic area and motel meeting 
1979 and even more of us living now room; register relatives and more. 
won't be around in another 10 years We need volunteers to help entertain; 
for our next big anniversary. No if you play an instrument, are in a 
one should have to remind you that private band or singing group and can 
your family comes first. Love of get them to play for us, please do! 
family must take precedence above If you know of a group who will sing 
all else--there are no "excuses" or play for us Saturday night, try to 
which come before family. get them (sorry, we can't afford to 

We want to fill two whole days pay--it will have to be for the fun 
with fun and excitement during our of it); if you have any kind of act 
10th reunion. We hope a lot of folks (magic, comedy, etc.), we want you 
will get enthusiastic and become to perform at the reunion! --
personally involved with the re- If you can work on such activities 

...J,!Ilion. It is YOUR reunion--YOU or can volunteer to entertain, please 
r ~ed to take part in it. contact us soon so this anniversary 

All day activities Saturday will reunion can be a wonderful, success-
be at Lakepoint State Park. We will ful and memorable occasion. 
shift night activities to our head- Above all, BE THERE! And bring the 
quarters, Eufaula Inn (formerly kids, parents other kinfolks. 
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. • year is a really special occasion SPECIAL 

We think our 10th Anniversary next 

and we are going all out to help 
you celebrate it! As part of this 

ANNI\/IERSARV celebration, we will print a spec 
ial 10th Anniversary Commemorativ 
issue of the family newsletter. 

ISSUE · · Anniversaries are wonderful times 
that should be recognized and remembered. They should 
recall the accomplishments of the past--those things 
which have become foundations of today and instill in 
us a hope for the future. We hope the Commemorative 

Issue of Woodham Family Journal will go a long way toward doing this. 
This issue will be full of special features and articles. We will try 

(with your help) to list every Woodham, descendant of a Woodham and their 
spouse who have died since we began the Association in 1979. We will also 
print a list of every person who has ever joined the Woodham Family Assoc
iation (or Woodham Family Club as we were called briefly). 

We will print feature articles on our family history. There will also be 
special articles on history of the family club and history of the Woodham 
Family National Reunion. 

It would be nice if we could send this 10th Anniversary Issue to every 
Woodham relative we have an address for--almost 4,000 people. That is 
impossible simply because we don't have that kind of money. To print just 
3,000 copies of a 12-page newsletter would cost almost $400.00 for postage 
alone; the printing cost would be about five times that! -

As a result, we will send this special issue only to those who have paid 
their membership dues for the current year (May, 1987-May, 1988) and as 
many former members as we can afford to. 

We cannot produce this special issue without your help. We must have 
information from you about family deaths since 1979 to make our proposed 
list as accurate as possible. This will be your family--don't let the name 
of your deceased loved one go missing from irr-If you know about a death, 
please send us the details. If you have copies of newspaper obituaries, 
make a xerox copy and send to us. 

Do not wait for someone else to do this; they probably won't! Do it your
self. Sit down and take the time to make a list of everyone you know who 
has died. If you know only the year they died, put that down. Try to in
clude the following on each person: when and where they were born; parent's 
names; names of husband or wife; children; their employment; were they a 
veteran; memberships in clubs, church, etc.; schools attended; name of ceme
tery where buried. Don't put it off; it will take time to prepare all this. 

Woodham Agency Honored 
BISHOPVILLE, SC--Another Woodham fam
ily operation is celebrating an 
anniversary of sorts. G. w. Woodham 
& Sons Inc~ has been recognized by 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of South 
Carolina as an independent agency 
for the company for 10 years. 

G. w. Woodham & Sons is a diver
sified business dealing principally 
in insurance. Founded by Guthrie 
w. Woodham Sr., it was operated 
for several years by "Gus" and his 
sons G. w. Jr. and Andrew Dowling 
(Dowling) Sr. G. W. Jr. died sev-

2 

eral years ago and the business has 
been operated since Gus' retirement 
by Dowling and his sons, Andrew D. Jr. 
and Marion. Marion is now the owner. 

The agency has been selling insur
ance since 1937. The business volume 
is now 40 per cent commercial and 60 
per cent personal insurance. They 
began selling Blue Cross in 1977. 
They were recognized as one of 24 L , 
agencies in South Carolina "that ha~ 
remained dependable representatives of 
Blue Cross products in the market
place." 



(EDITOR'S NOTE: if the 
death of a Woodham rel-

f""t,ive (or spouse) dies 
.. ot appear in the news
letter, it is because 
no one sent us word. 
PLEASE, when you hear 
of a death in the fam
ily, write and tell us 
details: include infor
mation on their dates 
of birth, death; names 
of parents, survivors; 
employment and member
ship in clubs, school, 
veteran, cemetery, etc. 
Deaths of all relatives 
should appear in the 
newsletter) 

IRMA WOODHAM VESSEL 

LaGRANGE, Ga.--Irma 
Odell Woodham Vessel 
died here 7 July at 
age 77. 

Irma was born 1 June, 
..,i910 in LaGrange, daugh
r-,,r of Hessie Joshua 

Woodham Sr. and Nettie 
B. Hasty. She was a re
tired textile employee. 
Irma was a charter mem
ber of the Woodham Fam
ily Association. 

She was the widow of 
John Henry Vessel. They 
married 28 Apr., 1934. 

Surviving are a daugh
ter, Mrs. Martha Faye 
Vessel Willard, St. Pet
ersburg, Fla.; sons 
Dallas Eugene ("Gene") 
Vessel, St. Petersburg 
and Hugh Stanley Vessel, 
Amarillo, Tex.; sisters, 
Mrs. Lucile Woodham Gil
martin, Hampton, Mrs. 
Lillian Woodham Thorson, 
Seattle, Wash. and Mrs. 
Jessie Mae Woodham Skip
per, Columbus; brothers, 
William Allen ("Bill") 

(""podham, LaGrange and 
... J. Woodham Jr., Bur
ton, sc. 

Burial was at Hillview 
Cemetery, LaGrange. 

Mrs. CHARLIE WOODHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Mrs. 
Evelyn Hendrix Woodham 
died in Hartsville 26 
May at age 85 . 

Evelyn was the widow 
of Charlie Woodham who 
died in 1953. She was 
born 22 Sept., 1901 in 
Darlington county, dau
ghter of Jule Hendrix & 
Fannie Lee Mozingo. 
Evelyn was a member of 
Hebron Methodist Church 
where she had been a 
Sunday School teacher 
and worked in the Vac
ation Bible School and 
was a member of the Ad
ministration Council. 
She was also a member 
and secretary of the 
United Methodist Women, 
secretary of the Gay 
Gardeners Club, secre
tary-treasurer of the 
Home Makers Club. She 
was a teacher at Hebron 
School for many years. 

Evelyn and Charlie 
(son of w. Bragwell 

Woodham) had two child
ren, including a dau
ghter, Idalia, who died 
in 1947. 

Burial was at Hebron 
Methodist Church Cemt. 
She was a member of the 
Woodham Family Assoc. 

Survivors include a 
son, Charles Ray Wood
ham of Stokes Bridge 
Community; two sisters; 
three grandchildren, 
Evelyn Rebecca, Idalia 
Charlene and Darlene 
Raye ·wocdham. 
* * * 

ROBERT REID WOODHAM 

ATLANTA, Ga.--Robert 
Reid Woodham died 19 Apr. 
in Veterans Hospitol 
at Tuskegee, Ala. at 70 . 

Robert ("Red") was born 
25 May, 1915 in LaGrange, 
Ga., son of Ressie Joshua 
Woodham Sr. and Nettie 
Bryant Hasty. Red was a 
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veteran of WW II. He 
was retired and had 
lived in the Atlanta 
area most of his adult 
life. He married Pearl 
Hyatt in 1941. 

Burial was in Hillview 
Cemetery, LaGrange. 

Surviving are a son, 
Robert Michael ("Mike") 
Woodham Sr.; 2 grand
children; sisters, Mrs. 
Jessie Woodham Skipper, 
Columbus, Ga., Mrs. Lu
cile Woodham Gilmartin, 
Hampton and Mrs. Lillian 
Woodham Thorson, Seattle, 
Wash.; brothers William 
Allen ("Bill") Woodham, 
LaGrange and H.J. Wood
ham, Burton, SC. 
* * * 

NOTES .... 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Allison 
Ruth Woodham has been 
elected a cheerleader 
at Robert E. Lee Academy 
here for the current 
school year. 

Allison is daughter 
of John Wesley and Dia
nne Woodham Jr. of Ash
land Community. 
* * * 
BISHOPVILLE,SC--Mrs. 
Lillian Woodham has been 
named a director of the 
Bishopville Pilot Club 
for 1987-88. 

Lillian donated her 
home several years ago 
to the Pilot Club for 
use as headquarters and 
meeting hall. It has 
been named for hero 

She is the widow of 
Guthrie Welborne ("Gus") 
Woodham Sr., a prominent 
Bishopville businessman. 
* * * 
We would like the family 
news1etter to have more 
news about what you are 
doing. PLEASE send us 
details about weddings, 
deaths, school and club 
awards, club officer 
elections, unusual hob
bies, etc. 



Help us help Y9U. .. ~ -====-i 

£V1 the way back home following the 1986 national reunion, Adrian Hundley 
V Roper suggested that although we had finally raised enough money to buy 

1 
, 

a copying machine, we should continue our fund-raising campaign for other '-""' 
projects. Robert Earl couldn't stop thinking from that point on about the 
potential for our family club if we had a computer. Why a computer? Ask a 
business person or office worker and you can get a thousand reasons. Very 
few relatives understand what it means to deal with information on at least 
250,000 people but that is just what Robert Earl does. He has a whole room 
full of records: several hundred notebooks and dozens of boxes and chests of 
drawers on Woodhams and his mother's family. 

Imagine if you can, trying to keep information separate and "straightened 
out" on more than 130 different Woodhams named John! More than 100 different 
people named Robert Woodham. Then there are all the husbands and wives of 
Woodhams; children, grandchildren, etc. of Woodham girls who have other fam
ily names but are still just as much a part of the Woodham family. Folks 
will ask Robert Earl "My mother was Mary Woodham. Do you have anything on 
her and her family?" He always replies "Which one?" We have records on 
more than 200 different Marys! They are shocked to learn we are so big a 
family and how so much information can be organized to find everything. 
This has led to a lot of paperwork. 

Recently, Robert Earl had opportunity to use a personal computer for about 
three months. He learned to use the computer and began entering information 
from the "WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX". It was amazing what could be learned and 
done. He could ask for all Woodhams named John; all Johns born in Alabama 
from 1870 to 1880 who were children of a William Woodham and who married 
someone named Mary. Or simply ask for a John who married Mary Smith. Presto! 
A day's searching done in secondsl He could ask for a list of every Woodham 
ever born in a particular state or county; for everyone born in a certain \._.J 
year and much more. And that is just a sample of what we can do with family 
information. It could answer a lot of puzzling questions for us. 

There are dozens of tasks we do for the family club that could be done 
faster and more efficiently by a computer. It could handle our mailing list 
and print mailing lables for newsletters. We do not keep copies of letters 
we write to you now because of a lack of room. We could keep copies of 
these letters we write on a small disk with a computer. 

We could compose family newsletters on the computer, write headlines, cor
rect spelling automatically, print, address and mail them in less time and 
effort than it now takes just to write them. All this time and effort could 
be better used on other projects for the family. We could do much more re
search on living relatives and our ancestors; write more letters and contact 
more kinfolks; produce more family newsletters; write more family books; 
"identify" for relatives; discover mistakes in our family information, mai·l
ing lists, etc. and correct them and much more. 

As with the copier, it will be a joint effort with Robert Earl's mother's 
family. We will aim toward a desk top printing system: an IBM personal com
puter (or IBM compatible), a laser printer and computer programs. 

This system will be one of the cheapest we can buy but "expensive" for a 
small family club: about $2,000 or so for a computer, $3,000 to $5,000 for 
a laser printer and $1,000 for programs. 

This is a big project with a costly goal, the biggest project we have 
ever undertaken, What it can accomplish for our family is well worth the 
price--and more! There comes a time in every person's life when we must 
look to an end and set a goal to accomplish before that end comes, If we l 1 and future generations are to benefit from the more than 35 years of reseai'l,!i 
Robert Earl has devoted, that knowledge must not be lost but preserved, 
We ask your help again, Please contribute what you can. Make your donations 
in memory of a loved one or as a memorial to a living person; send your 
donations to Mrs. Adrian Roper, 5044 Morris Ave,, Columbus, Ga. 31904, 
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Research May Change 'fheories 

It takes many years of hard work digging up family history to appreciate 
the fact none of us can ever "know it all". Just when you think all 

the information is beginning to fall into its proper place and you have 
most of it "down pat", along comes new information that blows your mind. 

such is our case now. After more than 35 years of research, we now 
know that anyone named Woodham whose origin is in the South is going to be 
related to all the rest. So if you are a descendant of a Woodham and meet 
another preson who is also, you can count on their being kinfolks one way 
or another! Regardless of what kind or how old a record, sooner or later 
that Woodham will "fall into place" in the family tree. This has made our 
research efforts much easier--simply look for every Woodham you can find 
in every source possible. It means if we discover our family name in 
historic records from the 1700's or in a current telephone book, it is 
always a relative. 

During the 19S0's and 1960's, there were few county and state records 
indexed and fewer still were published as books. That meant very little 
information was available to us without going to every courthouse and 
state archives in the South and actually looking thourgh the original re
cords. The cost of so many long trips just would not allow this. Until 
recently, what we knew about our earliest ancestors in America during the 
1600 1 s would not fill a single page. Now, thanks to indexes of local 
records from Virginia counties published in the last few years, we have 
discovered much more. We have learned about previously unknown Woodhams 
living in Virginia during the late 1600's and early 1700's. 

We would like to obtain xerox copies of the old court records, deeds, 
wills and other documents on these earliest Woodham ancestors. However, 
this will cost money. Since a trip to Virginia for Robert Earl is not 
affordable, we must order copies from several courthouses and the Virginia 
archives. In most cases, this will cost from $2 to $5 per document (or 
per page), depending on the county. Some counties will not allow such 
very old and fragile records to be handled and xeroxed. They must be 
photographed with a camera only. In such cases, the cost of a copy can 
be $10 or more per record lor per page). 

We would like to get copies of these records to reproduce in the book 
on our family history we are working on now. It would be a shame not to 
have copies and the information from the oldest records in America on our 
family, But without money, it may just have to be so. 

If we are fortunate in the next few months and some Woodham relatives 
who can afford to donate $200 or so to purchase copies of these valuable 
old records, they will be reproduced in the history book and preserved 
in our Woodham Family National Library, Otherwise, they will remain 
just a dream for the future. 

Several of these documents are on an Edward Woodham who is a "brand 
new" one to us--yes, another one! This Edward was living during the late 
1600 's. So far, I can't prove "who" he was but believe he was the son 
of the first Thomas Woodham in America. I have discovered several records 
on Thomas and obviously more than one. Now, I am trying to figure out 
whether they are on two or three different people named Thomas. I also 
discovered a "new" John, the first one in America with this name. The 
records i.ndicate there may be two different Johns during the 1700's. 
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f William Edward Woodham could come back today and see all his 
descendants, he would be shocked at their sheer numbers and 
amazed at the variety of people. 

Since his death 100 years ago, "Bill" has become the father of 
of several hundred relatives. They are concentrated in Southeast 

Alabama (the "Wiregrass" area) and adjoining region and in South Carolina 
but also include others scattered throughout the United States. 

This pioneer farmer, soldier and strong family man was born on 
Southern frontier in Washington County, Georgia. He was the son 
Woodham and Clarissa (l'Clary" or "Clery") (maiden name unknown); 
the grandson of Aris Woodham Senior and Rachel Beasley. 

the 
of Edward 
he was 

Edward was born in the Stokes Bridge Community of what is nwo part of 
Lee County, South Carolina (then part of Darlington County) in 1796. About 
1818, he took his young bride Clarissa and headed westward, settling near 
the border of the Muscogee (Creek) Indian Nation. They had three children: 
Aris, Piety and William Edward. Edward died young not long after William 
Edward's birth in 1820. The widow Clarissa took the three orphaned child
ren back home to South Carolina. 

Clarissa, still young and reportedly beautiful, soon remarried. Grand
mother Rachel and other Woodhams begged her to allow the children to re
main at home rather than face the frontier dangers again. She did so and 
the children were raised by their grandmother Rachel and uncles. William 
Edward grew very attached to the family of his "Uncle" (actually, a great 

',, uncle) Edward Harley Woodham Senior, his father's uncle. 
Piety and Aris eventually moved back to Georgia, this time settling in

itially in Upson County; Aris lived briefly in Alabama then came back and 
settled in Heard County, Georgia and died in Carroll County, Georgia. V 

Bill stayed on in South Carolina where he married Mary Ann Martha Segars 
in 1843. They had two sons. Mary Ann died in 1848 giving birth to a 
third son who also died that day. She is buried in a remote family ceme
tery north of Stokes Bridge. 

A few months later, Bill married Elizabeth Ann ("Betsy") Kelly. After 
birth of their third child, Bill and Betsy decided to make the long trek 
west and join other Woodham relatives who had migrated to Wiregrass Alabama 
about 1835. Bill made the journey in 1854 and stopped first in Barbour 
County. He soon moved to adjoining Henry County and then to Dale County. 

Bill and Betsy lived the rest of their lives in the Echo Community near 
Mt. Carmel Methodist Church. They had a total of 10 children, one son 
died as a child. 

11, When the War Between the States broke out in 1861, Bill and his two old-
,,, est sons, John Edward and Jarrett Washington ("Jarred") all joined the 

Alabama Militia and were mustered into the Confederate States Army. Jarrett 
died on active duty while stationed at Mobile, Ala. and is buried there. 

Bill enlisted on 14 Sept., 1863 as a private in Company D, 57th Alabama 
Regiment of Infantry. Among the military campaigns Bill participated in 
was the defense of Georgia against the invading army of General Sherman 
whose yankee horde was pillaging, burning and laying waste to a swath 60 
miles wide across Georgia. Bill wrote his wife a letter from Columbus, 
Ga. saying his company was leaving to march to Forsyth where they hoped to 
make a stand against Sherman. Although the letter carried a stamp, he 
said it was to be hand delivered by a friend who was coming home on leave. 

At close of the war, his company surrendered to the yankees at Macon, GaLJ 
After the war, Bill's son John Edward decided to return to South Carolina 

where he had spent his childhood. The presence of two more John Edwards 
there led to relatives calling him "John Alabam" or "Alabama John" for 
the rest of his life (a reference to his having lived in Alabama). [ 

IJfi~/ l ...., ____ _,11:,;;,,., ___________ .,6 'tlr:.,, ____ _,_..._ _________ ..,.iiiiilljU 
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Of the 13 children of Bill, two died as infants and one died as a young 'f 
soldier, The other 10 all reached adulthood and married, The last of 

his children to survi_ve died in 1955. 
Bill bought a farm in Dale county in 1857, He later acquired 

f"\.omestead of 160 acres in Dale County in 1869. He was issued a 
ent to this land on 6 Jan., 1876. Bill and Betsy are buried at 
Methodist Church Cemetery, north of Midland City, Alabama. 

a federal 
final pat
Mt. Carmel 

A granddaughter, Priscilla D. Woodham Griggs, wrote a nine page pamphlet, 
"More History of the Woodham Family in Dale County, Alabama" in 1970. She 
gave many personal memories of Bill related to her by her father, Gillum 1,

1 

David Woodham, Bill's son. 
Two sons of Bill, William Asa and George Wiley, eventually settled in 

Geneva County, Ala.; both had large families. Another son, Stephen Ellison 
raised a family in Dale County and another one in Dixie County, Florida. 
I do not have any information on children of Bill's daughters Eliza Ann 
nor Catherine Lenorah. Of the other eight children, I know all had large 
families except Cumi; she had only two children but helped raise several 
step-children. Two of Bill's sons had 16 children each. 

Although Bill was born in 1820, he has several grandchildren who are 
still living today. I know of at least 85 grandchildren of Bill (some of 
them died as infants), by 

Robert Earl Woodham 

! 
l ,, 
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HUSBAND'S NA~-) WILLIAM EDWARD (_"Bill" ) ) WOODHAM Date October, 198""'\_J----

WhenBom 18 (20) January, 1820 Where Washington County, Georgia CompHcr ROBERT EARL W00...61 

WhenDied 1 May, 1887 Where Echo Community. Dale County l\]a Addms PO Box 7446 
When Buried _______________ Where Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Dale bo. ,Alaaity Atlanta State Ga. 3035 7 

WhenMarried (_1)29Nov.1843(2)290ctl848Where (1) & (2) Darlington County,SC Thisinfonna6onobtainedfrom 

~::'.!~~•i,2,etc. (1) MARY ANN'MARTHA SEGARS; b. 26 July. 1827; d. 29 July J R<l-.,Br,i-,-~~~=~-~~-~-~-~-
HitFather EDWARD WOODHAM m,Mothcr"sMaidenName CLARISSA William Edward Woodham Family 

His Grandfather ARIS WOODHAM Senior Iii, Grandmother RACHEL BEASLEY 

wiFE'SMAIDENNAME (2) ELIZABETH ANN ( "Betsy" ) KELLY Priscilla Woodham Griggs 

27 November, 1830 Where Darlington county, south carolina"More History of the Woodham 

8 June, 1895 Where Echo, Dale county. Alabama F'amily In Dale County, Alabama" 
When Born 

When Died 

WhenBuried _______________ Where Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Dale Co. federal homestead records 
Other Hu1band1 
Number 1,2,ctc. 

Her Father WILLIAM WARREN K:E:LLY 
DAVID ---- - - - ----- KELLY 

MaJe ClliLDREN or (In order of birth) •---•-
~•n a 

M I JOHN EDWARD (John") 

M 2 JARRETT WASHINGTON 

M s unnamed son WOODHAM 

F 4 ELIZABETH ANN ("Eliza") 

F 5 ELAINE ELIZABETH (" Laney) 

M 6 WILLIAM ASA WOODHAM 
-

M 7 GILLUM DAVID WOODHAM 

M 8 PRESTON ARIS WOODHAM 

F 9 CATHERINE LENORAHWOODHAM 

M 10 GEORGE WILEY WOODHAM 

F II TALITHA CUMI (Cumi) 

M 12 STEPHEN ELLISON WOODHAM 

F IS MARY ANN FRANCISWOODHAM 

14 
- -- - -- ---

original deeds, letters 

Her Mother•, Maiden Name CATHERINE KING 1850 Darlington Co.,SC US Census 

1860, 1870, 1880 Dale co.,Ala" lier Grandmoth ELIZAiill'ffi TYNER 

WIIENBORN WHERE BORN State WHEN DIED 
Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED 

uarJ.ingcon Who (1) ELIZABETH E. MOORE 
22 Feb.,1845 s .c. 17Sept192 When / 2 l LAIIRA "1> • HAT.T. 

(area now Who n,m, i died in Naz: Bet. 
1 Dec.,1846 " 15Novl864 When t-h.o. C!.f.,~.f.,r,,!=: • 'hn- ... -1. . .: 1 ~ 

part of Lee) 
Who Cliect in:tant; ouriea 

28 July,1848 " 28Julvl84 When Woodham Cemeterv 
Who BENJAMIN FRANi~IN ~QCK 

2 Aug. ,1849 " " 9 Junel88 When l R M~'l'",...h 1 R,;,; 
lOER 

Who CHARLES PA~CAL BRANNQN 
28 Julyl851 " " 280ctl930 When 7 December, 1871 

Who MARY JANE NEWTON 
25 Julvl853 " " 1s-~ .. ,o.,1 When , " - . _, •r 1R7~ 

Who (1) MARY C. RILEY 1888 
7 Apr.,1856 Echo, Dale Ala, 17Aorl931 When (?\ 7\Ul..171 1 '-T"lo"'\J.I p~11.r,n CK 

Who died infant 
10 Oct.,1859 " " 2Julvl860 When 

15 June.1861 II " l , n Al 
Who O. C. ("Jas5a'1 l SNELL 
When ~ Novem er, 1888 

23 Oct.,1862 " II 31Marl936 
Who A~~HY CllMj§LLll B~LCOM 
When Octo er, 1886 
Who SAMUEL E. , ll!BIGHT 

3 June,1864 " " 15Aprl955 When 10 October. 1901 
Who {ll HULDA HQa~s J aafi 

1 Sept.1868 " " lJan.1921 When / 2 l SADIE DERE 1909 
Who 

14 Apr.1870 II II BApr.1948 When 
WILLIAM T. BALDWIN 

26 p,ahrn~ru l ROl 

Who 
When 



Neglected Uld Lemetery 
A time to ask if we are a people of 'good wilr 

The oldest known Woodham family cemetery has already been destroyed. Now, 
f"""\. the only other Woodham cemetery is in mortal danger. 

we received a letter in August from Wade Keller of Ozark, Ala. stating he 
had bought a tract of 72 acres in Dale County, This land adjoins the old 
Hunt Army Airfield within the city limits of Newton. 

His brief letter said only: 

"Dear Mr. Woodham, 
Enclosed is a survey of a plot containing a Woodham Cemetery. The ceme

tery is in considerable disrepair in that the woods have taken over. How
ever the tombstones appear to be intact. Most of the graves are around the 
turn of the century. 

I had the cemetery surveyed out from the 72 acres I purchased in hopes 
of transferring it to a responsible organization that would maintain it. 

If you are interested or can direct me to a responsible group that 
might be interested, I would be glad to entertain a reasonable offer." 

The letter implies that Keller now claims to "own" the Woodham Cemetery 
and wants to "sell" it. I have worried about "ownership" of the cemetery 
for several years and dreaded the possibility some unscrupulous developer 
would acquire the surrounding land and lay claim to the cemetery. That 
possibility is now closer than I had imagined. 

It is against the law in most states to disturb, damage or remove a ceme
tery. However, I do not know the specific laws on cemeteries in Alabama 
(in Georgia, it is a felony). I do know that in this day and age of profit
eering, it is common for developers and builders to bulldoze over graves. 

~y the time relatives discover the descretation, it is too late--there may 
oe a tract of houses or a shopping center built over the graves. The build
er can pay a small fine and write if off on expenses. He is glad to "get 
rid of it" for such a small price! 

This cemetery was established about the mid-1800's. It contains several 
marked graves, most dating from the late 1800 1 s. However, there may be as 
many as 50 or more unmarked graves there, including several outside the 
present fence, according to older relatives. 

Apparently Keller wants to "sell" the Woodham Cemetery. It is a sad day 
when we reach the point our relatives' and friends' graves can be bought 
and sold like cattle. We must not allow our family's burial grounds to be 
owned by other people, by strangers who don't know and could care less about 
the people buried there. 

I firmly believe the cemetery was "set aside" in a deed during the 1880' s. 
If we cannot prove this, then our only alternative is to raise funds and 
"buy" our fami:).y cemetery back from Keller. 

The cemetery must must be restored, cleaned and a new fence and marker 
erected. A permanent committee of local relatives must also be established 
to ensure good maintenance and frequent cleaning. 

We need volunteers who live within 50 miles of Newton. we should not 
~ave to beg for such help. The only excuse not to take care of your rel-
' atives graves is that you are too feeble to walk. Let it not be said that 

the Woodhams are too sorry to take care of their kinfolks' graves! 

The time has come for the Woodham family to either stand up and be counted 
or to hang our heads in disgrace! Please contact us about this effort. 
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A new series of books 
We are proud to announce work is underway on the first comprehensive 

history book ever written on our Woodham family. 
At our first national reunion in 1979, so many kinfolks asked for some

thing in writing to tell them about our ancestors and to show how we were 
all part of one family. As a result, the Woodham Family Association spon
sored publication in 1980 of a small booklet about our history. This gave 

u 

a brief description of our history and was merely something to "fill in" 
until a complete book could be prepared. 

Since then, we have also published the "Woodham Fami Zy Index" and 
"Woodham Fami Zy Pho to A Zbum, Vo Zume I", two full-sized books. The "Index" 
contains the name of every known Woodham who is a descendant of the first 
Woodham in America (99 per cent of the Woodhams in America). 

Our new book will be a full-sized history, containing about 120 or more 
pages. It will be spiral bound and have a soft cover similar to the 
"Index''. This first book will cover our earliest family history in America 
from the year 1655 up to the mid-lB00's. 

The "Woodham Fami Zy History, Vo Zume I" will contain copies of numerous 
historic documents of many kinds dating back to the 1600's. You will be 
able to see copies of actual courthouse records from the year 1690, wills, 
deeds, court minutes, estate records and other items from the 1600's and 
early 1700 1 s through the lB00's. 

Some of these ancient records are not only valuable for their informat
ion but are themselves a work of art. They were written with a quill pen, 
often with elaborate flourish; remarkably beautiful compared to our hen
scratching of today, worthy of being framed for display. The language 
and spelling is "late Middle English"--starkly different from today. The 
spelling and language often represents a frontier people who had little 
formal education, combined with use of Middle English spelling accented v 
by the London brogue and that of southeast England common in the Colonies. 

We will print a lot of 
such historic documents 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY 
I 

both as a means to help 
you know and understand 
your ancestors better and 
as an effort to preserve 
these heretofore "lost" 
records for future genera
tions. May they never be 
lost to us again! 

As with all our print
ing, we must collect funds 

iwooDHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM I 

to pay printing costs in 
advance. The sooner we have enough orders to pay for the printing, the 
quicker we can get these published and start on other books. 

The prices listed below are for members of the Woodham Family Association. 
For non-members, please add $10 for each book. 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" 

$20 plus $1 postage 
$10 plus $1 postage 

Publication of this first history of our Woodham family was delayed sev
eral years due to a lack of support and bickering about our goals. Some o[ , 
us just don't care about family history. Thank God enough of us care abou-e.,., 
our fathers and mothers--they are part of "history" and what make us all 
part of the Woodham family. Send your orders for these new books to: 
Woodham Family Association, PO Box 7446, Atlanta, Georgia 30357. 
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Woodham Family Association 
The Woodham Fami l y Association i s a family club . I f you a r e a descendant 

or spouse of a Woodham, it is your family c lub and you shoul d be a part 
Jf it. We need a fami l y c l ub so we can all act toget herand wor k on projects 
for the entire family . A family club accomp lishes f ar more than one or a 
few persons . Holding a national reunion every year i s itself reason enough 
to justify havin g a family cluo . But that is just part of what we are 
trying t o do . 
WHAT WE ARE : the Association is a national, non-p r ofit family club estab
lished to sponsor and coordinate fami ly activities. Membershi p is open to 
all descendants of a Woodham and their spouses . 
WHAT WE DO : the Association sponsors the annua l Woodham National Reunion , 
this national family news l etter , the Woodham Family National Library , re
search on ancestors and living relatives, preservati on of fami l y bur ial 
sites , publication of books and other projects . 
HOW WE DO IT : the work that goes into the annual reun i on , gathering family 
records , printing the news l etters , etc. is donated. We do not have any 
"paid" staff but depend on volunteer efforts . The cost of the r eunion , 
printing and mail i n g newsletters , office suppli es , correspondenc e , notebooks , 
buying copies of fami l y records and other expenses i s paid for with you 
annual membership dues i n t he Association and your donati ons . Obvious l y , 
if you don ' t join (an d renew your membership every year) , the less we can 
do for our fami l y . 

The family club needs your conti nued support--every year . The Woodham 
National Reunion should be the single most important event in our l i ves . Thi s 
is the one time of the year set aside for your family . We should be together 
on this occasion with our parents , grandparents , b r others , sisters , chi l dren , 
g randchildren , cousins at least once a year. The reunion should c ont inue 

rowing every year : i t is the biggest thing that holds us together . There 
is no excuse for missing it. If you are going to die, p u t your funeral off 
untIT the day after. 

Until 19 79 , we were not a f amily but roerely a lot of 3ifferent people 
with a Woodham name or connection . Now we know we are all blood relatives . 
We must have a strong family club to keep this new spirit alive and make 
this new feeling of family stronger for generations to come . 

The Woodham Family Association ' s main purposes are to : 
(1) gather and preserve our family h i story and i nformation on 

living relatives 
(2) reunite our scattered family and inform kinfol ks about our 

mutual ancestry and show our relati on 
Our main goals are to : 

• collect Woodham family records , information and photographs 
• preserve these in the Woodham Family Nation al Library 
• sponsor the Woodham Family National Reunion 
• sponsor a national family newsletter to keep us informed 

about each other 
• s ponsor pub l ication of books and photo albums to preserve 

the memory of our parents back to the first ones and to 
make this information available to all who want it 

JOIN THE WOODHAM FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

EVERY Woodham and EVERY descendant of a Woodham is urged to join and support your Woodham Family Association. 
A subscriptio n to this family magazine is included with each membership. Your membership will provide more support for 
the magazine and also help support more research on the family and other programs. Annual membership dues for adults is 
$10; for children 17 and under, $5 . We urge every member o f every family to join and support our cause. 
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Letters 
"Please accept my apoligies for not 
answering your letter of several 
years ago U: still have it). I moved 
around a great deal for several years 
and have lost or misplaced my family 
records. I am heartsick over the 
loss because some of it on my mother 's 
side may be impossible to trace. 

Two years ago I was in London and 
went to town of Woodham in Surrey . 
There was a church (about 100 years 
old) , a hall, a road and a house named 
Woodham but no one had ever heard of 
anyone n amed that. Later I discovered 
a Woodham Walter , a Woodham Mortimer , 
Woodham Ferrers and South Woodham 
Ferrers . (towns) 

I wi ll be leaving on Sept. 4 for a 
trip to Europe and will be in London 
... and hope to visit these towns .... 
If you have any ideas that I might be 
ab le to research while I am making 
my search or any clues to give me , I 
would appreciate a collect call. I 
would love to talk to you before I 
leave .... One day I will make it to 
one of the reunions and meet you." 

Jean Woodham 
Westport , Connecticut 

P.O. Box 7.w; 
Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

" We held our 9th annual South. Carolina 
reunion on Sunday , August 9th at Heb
ron Church . 75 attended. 

Enclosed is a check in the amount 
of $75 f r om the s .c. Woodham Family 
Please include us on your mai ling l b,.c 
for the Woodham Family Journal . 

We would like for you to attend our 
10th reunion on the second Sunday in 
August, 1988 as we hope to gather at 
least 100 family members for this 
special event . 

Our officers for 1988 are: 
Woody Beasley , President 
Mrs . Ruth Woodham , Vice President 
Mrs . Rebecca Terry , Secretary/Treas . 
Reunion to be he ld at Hebron Church." 

Mrs. Rebecca Skinner Terry 
Hartsville , South Carolina 

" Arn enjoying your newsletter very much 
and wanted to send in my dues & re
quest for a copy of the forthcoming 
history ... " 

Brockington Graham Woodham Jr . 
Tryon , North Carolina 

"Thanks for what you are doing." 
Anthony Brian Woodham 
Atlanta , Georgia 

BULK RATE 
U. S.POSTAGE 
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Pull together as partners 
In the last newsletter we reported 

our membership had hit rock bottom 
due to a miserabl e turnout at this 
year ' s National Reun i on--when most 
kinfmlk renew their memberships . The 
poor attendance in turn was because 
we were unable to send out news
letters about the reunion . 

The Assoc i ation ' s year begins at 
each National Reunion on Memorial 
Day weekend at the end of May . We 
started off our new year with only 
four members . The membership dues 
weren ' t even enough to buy a decent 
supp l y of typewriter ribbo ns , much 
less pay the repair bill on the torn 
up typewriter . 

Since mai ling the l ast newsletter 
owever , we have had res ponses from 

some of our regul ar supporters as 
well as three new memberships from 
relatives who have never joined be
f o re . As o f this wri ti ng , we now 
have 30 members who have paid their 
dues for the current 1989- 90 year . 

That is still a pitiful showing 
for a family our size . We recently 
had to borrow money to repair the 
typewriter (whi ch still has not 
been repaid) and then borrow again 
to buy office supplies . We r a n 
out completely of typing paper , 
copying machine powder , typewriter 
ribbons , copier paper and scotch 
tape (to name a few). 

Without membership dues every 
year and donations , the Associa tion 
can ' t accomplish much for the 
Woodham fami l y . There are still 
hundreds of relatives who have never 
even heard of the Association no r 
have an idea we s ponsor a Woodham 
National Reunion every year . The re 

~re several thousand relatives whom 
1e have never contacted simp l y be
c ause we don't have the money to 
write that many folks . 

If you haven ' t renewed your mem
berships in several years, please 

do so . 
If we all go our separ ate ways 

and fail to suppor t our fami l y organ
ization , we become crippl ed as a 
family . I f we work t ogether , we 
strengthen our Family : united , we 
can move mountains ! 

Remember ••••••• 
We would like to hear from all of 
you about Thanksgivings ~ast s pent 
among your Woodham rela t i ves . 

For many of us , Thanksgiv ing s an d 
Chri stmas were the happiest moment s 
of our lives . When you ponder why 
this is t rue , you realize it was be
cause you s pent those times with the 
people you were closest to and loved 
the most . 

Few of us today can l ook back upon 
those wonderful holiday s without the 
knowledge some of those l oved ones 
are no longer with us. 

Isn ' t it funny that when travel 
was slow and hard how folks f ound it 
easier t o be toget her during those 
special holidays but now t hat cross 
continent travel is so fast and easy , 
we find it harder to get t ogether 
any more . 

For some o f us , the fondest memo
ries of Thanksgiv ing were those we 
spent at our grandparent ' s home . 
When I was a child , all t he children 
and grandchildr en gathered at Granny ' s 
fo r both holidays . The aroma of good 
cooking was enough to drive a hungry 
kid nuts! My mouth still wa ters at 
the memory of Aunt F lorence ' s 
ambrosia . Each aunt brought her 
s pecialty and we had a r oyal feast . 

We would like t o preserve some of 
these special moments . Write us a 
long letter telling about your 
memories of Thanksg i vings and Christ
mas past . We will print some o= 
these in our next i ssue for the 
holidays . 



Woodham Books 

Preparation is being made for the first comprehensive history book ever 
written on our Woodham family. If you want to share in this pride and 

knowledge of your family, then you must order your copy now. 
We have no other means of paying for the cost of printing such books 

without your help. This cost must be paid for by those relatives who want 
copies of the books. Therefore, you must order copies before they are 
printed. We will print the number of copies that we have paid orders for. 
You will not be able to wait until they are printed and then order a.copy. 

The "Woodham Family History, Volume !"and "Woodham Family Photo Album, 
Volume II" will be the fourth and fifth books the Woodham Family Assoc
iation has sponsored. We published the 11Woo dham Family Index II and 11Mood
ham Family Photo Album, Volume II" in 1985 and printed a small booklet·· 
on- our history in 1980 to "fill in" until we could get a comprehensive 
history prepared. 

This first family history will cover our Woodham family from its begin
nings during the Middle Ages in England and trace our complete family in 
America from the first Woodham to come here about 1655. !'Volume I" will 
close with our history up to the mid-1800's. The book will contain copies 
of historic documents of many kinds dating back to the 1600's. These will 
include copies of the records from the oldest Woodham family Bible in Am
erica; copies of deeds, wills and land grants dating back to the 1600's; 
military records, including some showing where our ancestor was a soldier 
during the Revolutionary War (1775-1783); family sheets with information 
on individual families,,and more. 

Some of these very old documents are valuable not only for the informa
tion they contain but also are works of art in themselves. They were 
written with a quill, often with very elaborate flourish--remarkably beau
tiful compared to our hen-scratching today and worthy of framing for dis
play. The older records uses the language of "late Middle English" and 
is starkly different from modern American. 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY. 

WOODHAM PHOTO ALBUM ·-..; 

1

-,,• 
._ __________________________ ...,: 

The sooner we get enough orders to pay for the cost of printing, the 
quicker we can get these books printed and perhaps start work on more. 

The prices listed below are for members of the Woodham Family Association. 
For non-members, please add $10 for each book. 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" 

$20 plus $2 posta~ 0 

$15 plus $2 post"-,J 

When these books are published depends entirely upon you. The sooner 
you order your copy, the sooner we can afford to pay for the printing. 
Send your orders to: Woodham Family Assoc. PO Box 1321, Dothan, Ala. 36302 
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ieatlls 
(NOTE: when you hear of a death in 

-the family, please let us know. 
~ ,rt is a crying shame for a rela

tive's obituary not to appear in 
their own family newsletter) 

JACQUELINE WOODHAM 

BRADENTON, Fla.--Jacqueline 
("Jackie") Woodham Bennett died 
4 Sept. in Bradenton at age 64. 

Jackie was born 21 May, 1925 at 
Midland City, Ala., daughter of 
Pilly outher Woodham and Mattie 
Wanona Woodham. She was the grand
daughter of Jasper Richard Woodham 
and Laura Florida Woodham and of 
Edmonia M. Woodham. 

Jackie married Thomas C. Bennett 
Jr. on 21 June, 1944 in Texas. 
They had four children. They lived 
in Miami, Fla. for 40 years before 
moving to Bradenton three years 
ago. She was a member of Miami 
Shores Presbyterian Church. 

Burial was at Sylvan Grove Meth
odist Church near Midland City. 

I"', Surviving are her husband; dau
ghters Mrs. Cheryle B. Higgins, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. and Mrs. Rosemary 
B. Bealle, Omaha, Neb.; sons Mich
ael Bennett, Cape Coral, Fla. and 
Richard Bennett, Ellenton, Fla.; 
sisters, Pauline Woodham Marshall, 
and Mildred Woodham Dease, both of 
Midland City, Ala., Ruth Woodham 
Mears, Rivera Beach, Fla., Runell 
Woodham Clark, Dothan and Corrie 
Woodham Paramore, Marianna, Fla.; 
brothers Pilly Oakland Woodham and 
Kenne th Michae 1 ("Mikey") Woodham, 
both of Midland city; nine grand
children. 
* * * 

ELVIN WOODHAM 

HEBER SPRINGS, Ark.--Elvin Woodham 
died 6 Sept. at age 59. 

Elvin was born 6 Apr., 1929 in 
Cleburne County, Arkansas, son of 
Burrell Martin Woodham and Mae 
Scott. 

~ Burial was at Miller Cemetery 
near here. 

Survivors are believed to be a 
sister Dell; brothers Lonnie and 
Leon. No other details known. 

3 

MARTHA ELIZABETH ROGERS 

GREENVILLE, Ala.--Martha Elizabeth 
("Bettie") Rogers died 2 Aug., aged 
89. 

Bettie was born 24 Mar., 1900 at 
Forest Home, Ala., daughter of John 
Asa Rogers and Amanda Elizabeth Scott. 
She was a granddaughter of Icy Soph
ronia Skinner and william Rogers and 
a great granddaughter of Rachel 
Woodham and Rev. Asa Skinner. Her 
great grandparents Rachel Woodham and 
Asa Skinner were born in what is now 
Lee County, SC and moved to Butler 
County, Alabama during the 1840's. 

Bettie was a graduate of Troy Normal 
School (now Troy State University) 
and received a bachelor's degree from 
the University of Alabama. She re
ceived .her master's degree from Pea
body College of Nashville, Tenn. She 
was a teacher for more than 40 years, 
including posts at the University of 
Montevallo. Her last position was at 
Fort Dale Academy here. 

Burial was at Forest Home Cemetery. 
Survivors include a sister, Mrs. 

Exia Rogers Sullivan; a sister-in-law 
Mrs. Lambkin Rogers and neices and 
nephews. 
* 

Reunion 
* * 

OPP, Ala.--Descendants of John Wesley 
Woodham Sr. and Mary Amanda Ard held 
their annual reunion here 3 Sept. 
About 50 relatives attended the brief 
gathering. Ladies brought their best 
cooking for a covered dish dinner. 

Era Mae Woodham was the oldest per
son present. She celebrated her 85th 
birthday the next day. Era is the 
daughter of Josiah Woodham and Ella 
Augusta Cobb. She is one of the last 
surviving grandchildren of John Wes
ley. Era married Leon Herring. 

John Wesley Woodham was born in 
Henry County, Ala. and was the son of 
Athanasius Woodham who is buried at 
Woodham Cemetery near Newton, Ala. 

Attendance at this reunion once 
reached 200 or more but has continued 
to drop in recent years. The group 
decided to switch next year to the 
second Sunday in October to prevent 
conflicts with the major holiday on 
Labor Day weekend. 

John Wesley and Amanda had 14 
children; they have descendants all 
across the nation today. 
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HUSBAND'S NAME 
JOHN WESLEY WOODHAM Date Oct. , 19 89 

\\hen Ron, 

Whl'll r,icd 

Whtll Uuried 

17 Oc-f:o_be_!'."_!___ 185_7 __ 
:J.4 Ja1:1ua_ry, 1935 

-----circa 1879 When !\t.uritd 
Othn Wive, 

\\ here 

Wht"Te 

Whue 

Where 

---~Dale County. Alabama compikr ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 
_ ____cD:_a_l.e County, Alabama Addr<" _D=--o:=--.::t::chc.ca:.:cn=-----------

Chalkhead Baptist Church, Dale Cct:ity Dothan Stale Ala. 

Dale County, Alabama This information obtained from 

Numbrr 1,2,ct,. ~~~~~~~~=~~~~~[---;-;.;:;:;:;;::::;-;:;-::::-::-::-=--;;-;-:;;-;;--;:-:~::-:-:----------
lli1 Father ST~VEN lli, Grandfather ARIS ~::--:;--=-----::-----------------MOSES WOODHAM 

WOODHAM Junior 
Iii• Mother', Maid,n N,m, SARAH AMANDA GALLOWAY 
llis Grandmother CARON H • RI LEY 

Dale Co., Ala. Marriages 
Chalkhead BaE_tistChurch 

tombstone inscriptions, 
WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME ALMEDIA ELLEN V. ( "Medie" i "Elmedia") HOBBS Dale Co., Ala. 

. 

Wh<nBom 5 March, 1862 

When Died 6 July, 1940 

Wh<n Buri,d l O July, 
OthCT lhubanda 
Number 1,2,ctc. 

Her Father J • 0. 

Grandt.th .. 
Mal£ ClllLDREN or (ln order of birth) -• 

M I CHARLES MANCIL 

1940 

HOBBS 

(Mancil) 

M 2 JESSE ALEXANDER WOODHAM 

F 5 EVIE C. WOODHAM 

M 4 JAMES HENRY(Henry)WOODHAI 

M 5 CARLTON ODIS("Carl"Odis) 

F 6 LOLA WOODHAM 

F 7 LILLIE ALBIE WOODHAM 

M 8 MOSES P([)WELL WOODHAM 

F 9 MALLIE VERA WOODHAM 

M 10 WESLEY ALVER ( 
11 Al ve") 

M 11 HERMAN WOODHAM 

F 12 ELMEDIA A. WOODHAM 

15 

I -

Wher< Dale County I Alabama Holman Funeral Home records 

Where 

Wher, Chalhead Baptist Church, Dale Co 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900. 
1910 Dale Co., Ala. (census) 

Her Mother's Maiden Name ELSA -==:.:_ ________ _ 

" 
(deed) 

Iler Grandmoth 1914 " 

WHEN BORN WHERE 'lORN State WHEN DIED 
Day Month Yur City County or Country Day Month Y car MARlllED 

Who (1) MITTIE E. CAIN 
28 Aug.,1880 Dale Ala. 19 When 12\ pi,-.-,Tn~ T ,..,.. TN 

' Who DAISY BELLE THOMPSOli 
7 Jan. ,1882 " " 10Aprl948 When 14 •---,,~+- 1 Qfld 

Who ROBERT EDWARD Al::IDRE~S 
23 Dec. ,1883 " " 21Decl908 When 

--
Who ~l!Lll. AI,DQNIA NHI'.I:LQCK 

12 Apr. ,1885 " II 30Sepl967 24 T'\,.,....., --,h--....- 1 Q n c:j When 

Who Ill ADA E. WOODHAM 
4 Feb.,1887 " " 18Decl966 When I?\ ,..,...,Rll Tl' D~ D'T'T.1"'1''1' 

Who JOHN QUINCY ANDRE:\:il;l 
5 Sept.1889 " " Augl967 When , n M~u , qns:i 

15(~8~:,:l:~~f 
Who LOUIS ALONZO PQtl~RS 

" " 15Decl984 Wh<n 

4 F.eb.,1894 II " 130ctl918 
Who nm: kil:!,eg in WW I, 
Wh<n h,•-i o--;:i r,h ~-, 1..h~~;i 

Who SAMQEI, J, MA!IND 
7 May, 1896 " II 7 Marl975 When 
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by 
Robert Earl Woodham 

Woodham Family Historian 

J ohn Wesley Woodham was one of at least 13 Woodhams with that name. 
~ This John Wesley was born 17 Oct., 1857 in Dale county, Alabama, son 
• of Steven Moses Woodham and Sarah Amanda GallGway. He was born on his 

daddy's farm located along what is today called Woodham Road near Bagwell 
Crossroads and Ozark. 

John Wesley was the grandson of Aris Woodham Jr. and his second wife, 
Caron H. Riley. John Wesley's parents and grandparents Aris Jr. and 
Caron are all buried at the Woodham Cemetery near where John Wes was born. 

John Wes married Almedia Ellen V. ( "Me die") Hobbs about 1879. Almedia 
was born 5 Mar., 1862 in Dale County, daughter of J. O. and Elsa Hobbs. 
She was orphaned as a child and adopted by a Galloway family (descend
ants of Woodhams). Her sister, Mahulda Hobbs, married Stephen Ellison 
Woodham. John Wes bought 160 acres of land from his father Steven Moses 
in 1887. Steven Moses acquired the land through a defaulted mortage. 
John Wes and Medie raised their family on this farm. 

John Wes and Medie had 12 children, the youngest of whom died as a 
child. One son, Moses Powell Woodham, was killed as a soldier in France 
during World War I. A daughter Evie C. married Robert Edward Andrews 
but I have no information on whether she had any children. 

The ten other children of John Wes and Medie were Charles Mancil 
(Mancil), Jesse Alexander, James Henry (Henry), Carlton Odis (Odis), 
Lola, Lillie Albie, Moses Powell, Mallie Vera, Wesley Alver ("Alve"), 
Herman and Elmedia A. (died as child). (see family sheet) 

John Wes died in 1935 and Medie in 1940. Both are buried at Chalkhead 
Baptist Church Cemetery near where their farm was. 

Their 42 known grandchildren are: Lewe Fletcher Woodham, Mable Merle 
~ Woodham, Jesse Edward Woodham, Janie Pearl Woodham, Verlon Woodham, Wanna 

Mae Woodham, Sarah Inez Woodham, Molton Woodham, Eileen (Ilene) Woodham, 
Bonnie Woodham, James Lamar Woodham, H. L. Woodham, J. D. Woodham, Robert 
Burnon Woodham, Ellan Lorine Woodham, Delia Woodham, Lloyd Powell Woodham, 
Lottie M. Woodham, James Howard Woodham, Lucile Andrews, Coy Andrews, 
Millie Mae Andrews, Mason Andrews, Louise Powers, Mellona Powers, Frances 
Powers, O. B. Powers, Betty Jean Maund, Clyde E. Woodham, James Reynolds 
Woodham, Douglas Russell Woodham, John Calvin Woodham, Thomas Edward 
("Tommy") Woodham, Doris Woodham, Haisten Luther Woodham, Mavis Woodham, 
Evie Lee Woodham, Emogene Woodham, Gerome Woodham, Lewis Woodham and 
Billy F~sel (Edsel) Woodham. 

- J/ril n Jl Gu L-L f I I 
Y ou can help restore and preserve YOUR two family cemeteries and mark 

YOUR ancestor's graves with tombstones by making a donation to the 
Cemetery Fund. You can also win a beautiful handmade quilt at the same 
time! Adrian Hundley Roper, a native of Geneva County, Ala. who now 
lives in Columbus, Ga., has put a lot of tender love and effort in making 
a quilt which we will raffle off in the future. Adrian also made a quilt 
to help raise funds for our copying machine. She is the daughter of 
Tessie Inez Woodham. Since her retirement, Adrian has devoted a lot of 
time to her many hobbies and quilting is one of her real passions. She 
has become one of the best of the best and her quilts are in big demand; 
those which she sells bring $200 or more. All are real treasures and 
very likely will be handed down for generations to come. 

For each dollar you donate to the Cemetery Fund, a ticket with your 
name will be placed in the pot. A drawing will be held only after we 
have enough money to pay for the fence at the cemetery; so be patient. 
Send your donations (mark them for Cemetery Fund), payable to: 
Adrian Roper, 5044 Morris Ave., Columbus, Georgia 31904. 
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'}_Ue can take a lot of pride in the restoration work done thus far on 
l;t;fthe Woodham Cemetery near Newton (Dale County), Alabama. But our 

family pride is dimmed by the fact the oldest Woodham Family Cemetery 
near Bishopville (Lee County) South Carolina is still being plowed over. 

A lot of work is yet to be done on the South Carolina cemetery before 
it can once again even be recognized as a cemetery. The condition of our 
two family cemeteries is a tragedy that should never have happened. But 
it did. The cemetery near Newton became an abandoned jungle. As memory 
waned of our loved ones buried there, cleaning and upkeep became less and 
less frequent. All signs of the Lee County cemetery were destroyed when 
it was plowed over many years ago. Relatives there continue to plow it. 

This outrage will not stop until we erect a fence around the cemetery 
and restore the site. 

We have heard a lot of folks say such things as "Well, I don't know 
any of the people buried there," or "My folks are from Georgia; we're 
not kin to any Woodham's from South Carolina (or Alabama." One relative 
couldn't understand why anyone would want to restore the cemetery. "All 
the tombstones are gone; you don't even know where those people are bur
ied." That same person inherited land free that "those people" sweated 
and labored for so they could hand it down to her. But does it matter? 
You can plow over the graves of our ancestors for a thousand years but 
they will still be buried there and it will still be the Woodham Cemetery! 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Woodham, your ancestors are 
buried at the Lee County Woodham Cemetery. This is the resting place of 
Edward Woodham Junior and his wife Mary. They are the "mother and father 
of more than 99 per cent of all Woodham descendants today. So none of us 
can say we are not related to those buried there. Edward Jr. was a sold
ier in the Revolutionary War and fought for American Independence. He 
owned the land where the cemetery is located. He is an ancestor we can 
all be proud of. 

Edward's son Aris Woodham Sr. and his wife Rachel Beasley are also bur
ied there. They are the "mother and father" of about 60-70 per cent of 
all Woodham descendants, including all the family in South Carolina. He 
later bought his father's farm and is the first one known to be buried 
in the Woodham Cemetery, on his own farm. 

Restoring our family cemeteries is the responsibility of every Woodham 
descendant. If we cease to obey the Ten Commandments (to honor our fathers 
and mothers) and the numerous Biblical demands to honor them and keep 
their memory, then we cease to be a "family". The name WOODHAM no 
longer has any meaning and might as well be a number. 

As long as these graves remain in this disgraceful condition, we must 
all hang our heads. Those who whine any excuse must bear this shame the 
rest of their lives and especially in the next life when they meet their 
maker and their ancestors. 

Are we a bunch of spineless, uncaring wimps or are we a FAMILY to be 
proud of? Is it to be family pride or family shame? 

The expense is going to be high. First, we need a permanent chain link 
fence. We spent more than $2,000 on the fence at Newton but the labor of 
putting it up was free, since relatives did all the work. Next, we need 
funds to purchase tombstones for all the unmarked graves in both cemeter
ies, starting with the oldest ancestors. These are the most important 
tasks; when they are completed, we need to set up permanent trusts for 
future care and maintenance. (see also article on page 5) 
Send your Cemetery Fund donations to: Adrian Roper, 5044 Morris Avenue, 
Columbus, Georgia 31904. 
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Weddings 
(NOTE: if you hear of a marriag~.or 

~ngagement in the family, please 
let us know. We try to print all 
such events in your family news
letter) 

GRICE WALLACE 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Eric Gerald 
Grice and Sandy Darlene Wallace 
were married at Covenant Methodist 
Church of Dothan, Ala. on 23 Sept. 

Eric is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
David Lovick Grice · .. of Midland City. 
He is the grandson of Annie Merle 
Woodham Grice of Midland City and 
the late Edwin Price Grice; and 
of Mrs. Betty Johnson and the late 
Haisten Johnson of Dothan. 

Eric is a graduate of Dale County 
High School here and attended Wal
lace College of Dothan. He is 
employed at Honda Power Equipment 
of Dothan. 

Sandy is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Charles E. Wallace of Newton. 
She is a graduate of Dale County 

f""ilHigh School and Wallace College. 
She received an associate degree 
in nursing and is employed by 
Flowers Hospital of Dothan. 

* * * 
WOODHAM KELLEY 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Edward Blake 
Woodham and Tamara Leigh Kelley 
were married l9 Aug. at Southside 
Baptist Church in Ozark. 

Blake is the son of Rex Edward 
Woodham and Linda Ann Kirkland of 
Midland City. He is the grandson 
of the late John Franklin Woodham 
and Willie Mae Bull; and Mrs. 
Nettie Lou Kirkland of Lakeland, 
Fla. and the late Perry Kirkland. 

Blake is a.graduate of Dale 
County High School and attended 
Wallace College. He is employed 
by the US Postal Service at Dale
ville. 

Tamara is the daughter of Mr. 
(°"I\ & Mrs. Raymond Kelley of Ozark. 

She is a 1989 graduate of Carroll 
High School of Ozark and will 
attend Enterprise State College 
this fall. 
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HARTZOG HALCOMB 

WICKSBURG, Ala.--Sabrina Ann Hart
zog and David Brian Halcomb were 
married 30 Sept. at the Hurricane 
Methodist Church near Hartford, Ala. 

Sabrina is the daughter of Starlia 
Ann Woodham and Charles Wayne Hart
zog of Wicksburg. She is the grand
daughter of the late William Alton 
Woodham and .Gussie Mae Crook of 
Hartford, Ala. and Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Cecil Hartzog. 

Sabrina is a graduate of Wicksburg 
High School and now attends Troy 
State University, where she is major
ing in education. She is a member 
of Kappa Delta sorority. 

David is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
James Roland Halcomb of Dothan. He 
is a graduate of Dothan High School 
and now attends Troy State where he 
is majoring in marketing. He is a 
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fra
ternity. 
* * * 

Married 50 Years 
WOODHAM NEWSOME 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Ruth Eliza Woodham 
and her husband James Floyd Newsome 
celebrated their 50th wedding anni
versary here 16 July. 

An anniversary reception was held 
for them at Houston Place in the 
community room. The event was 
hosted by their daughter, Emily, 
wife of Wayne R. Williams of Dothan 
and their granddaughters, Anita W. 
Hudspeth and Angela K. Blissett, 
both 0:f Dothan. 

Ruth was born 3 Aug., 1923 in Dale 
county, Ala., daughter of William 
Early (Early) Woodham and Nellie 
Eudora Halstead. 

Ruth is the granddaughter of 
Needham W. Woodham and Elizabeth 
Deal. She is the great granddaughter 
of Joseph Reddick Woodham, a veteran 
of both the Confederate and Union 
armies during the War Between the 
States. Joseph R. was the son of 
Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richard
son. 

Ruth and James lived for many 
years in Dale County before moving 
to Dothan. 



Computer can help crunch 
Two years ago, we started a campaign to raise funds to buys computer: U 

before we could get it going, a crisis developed over the Woodham Ceme 
tery. We put the computer project on the "back burner" for a while. 

In the meantime, our work load has continued to grow. Our family his
torian, Robert Earl Woodham, donates his time as an unpaid volunteer to 
do all the work for the Association (we don't have any "paid" workers). 
The time spent on family history, research, correspondence, newsletters, 
etc. now amounts to at least 80 hours a week. Robe£t Earl's hobby of fam
ily research is done by him on his Woodham family and his four grand
parents and each of his eight great grandparent's families. To date, he 
has information on at least 20,000 Woodham descendants. As if that 
weren't enough kinfolks to track down and gather records on, he also has 
records on. at least half a million other relatives. He has several hun
dred notebooks full of records (about 300 on the Woodham family) and 
enough information to fill several hundred more but can't buy that many. 

All this work is done the old-fashioned way with just a typewriter. A 
lot of hard work is simply wasted because it could be done in hundreds of 
less hours by a computer. A computer would allow us to contact many 
more relatives by mail than we now have time for. We could also write 
our newsletters and set headlines with it. Since we can no longer afford 
to hire a typesetting company for our headlines, it now must be done by 
cutting out words and phrases from newspapers and magazines, then paste 
them together. Once the newsletters are printed, they must be hand-add
ressed. 

All this takes about three weeks of work for each issue of the news
letter. It could be done in two or three days with a computer and look 
a lot better. A computer would also help us write more books about the V 
family: it would cut down tremendously on time spent to research and 
write books. We could also store all our records on a few computer disks 
and donate these to local libraries and state archives to preserve them 
for future generations in case our original records were lost or damaged. 

A computer and printer are expensive. We cannot think of such without 
your help. With a computer, we can do a lot more for YOU. 

Your donations for the Computer Fund should be made as a memorial to a 
deceased loved one or to a living person. These memorials will be print
ed in future issues of the newsletter. Please send your donations to: 
Adrian Roper, 5044 Morris Ave., Columbus, Georgia 31904. 

JOIN THE WOODHAM FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

YOU need a family club and your family club needs you! The Woodham Family 
Association is a national, non-profit family club for all descendants of 
the Woodham family in America. Why a family club? We need one to spon
sor many family projects which one person cannot do alone. We need an 
organiaation to sponsor a Woodham National Reunion; to gather information 
on living relatives as well as our ancestors so that we don't lose our 
identity as a FAMILY; to sponsor a family newsletter so we can keep in 
touch with one another; to sponsor books about our family so we can pre
serve our heritage and the memory of our ancestors. 

We need a family club so we can work together on such projects as 
restoration of the two Woodham Family Cemeteries. We need a family club 
to try and reunite us as a Family. If you have not renewed your member
ship every year, then you are not taking part in a lot of wonderful work. 

Annual membership dues are $10. 
Send your membership dues to: Woodham Family Association, PO Box 1321, 

Dothan, Alabama 36302. 
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Woodham sets singing record 
sings out for cause 

There have been a lot of sing
ers in our family--a few who 

could sing like angels, a few 
mourning doves here and there, a 
lot of "shouters" and "moaners", 
yodelers and even a few who have 
sung professionally. However, 
nobody but nobody can sing like 
Gary L. Woodham of Mobile, Ala. 

In fact, no one in the whole 
wide world can sing like Gary! 
He just broke the world's record 
for non-stop singing. The pre
vious Guinness Book of World 
Records time was 200 hours and 
20 minutes for continuous sing
ing. Gary broke this record 
Labor Day weekend after singing 
continuously for 207 hours and 
will now enter the Guinness 
Book as the new world's champion 
non-stop singer. 

This was not just a lark for 
Gary but very serious business. 
He put his vocal chords to work 
for nine days to help the 

I; Muscular Dystrophy Association 
I ' (MDA) raise funds. The MDA 

sponsors a nationwide telethon 
(with Jerry Lewis) every year 

which raises funds to combat 
the dreaded muscular dystrophy 
disease. 

Gary's son had heart surgery 
several times and he first wanted 
to help Crippled Children's Fund 
raise money but so much red tape 
with that organization led him 
to offer his aid to ~mA. 

A former professional singer, 
Gary came up with the idea of 
using his talent as a way to 
help raise funds for a good 
cause. In addition to the nat
ional telethon, many local or
ganizations and television 
stations have area and local 
entertainers and special pro-

, grams to bring attention to the 
I problem posed by this disease. 

Gary didn't just want to sing 
but to do something spectacular. 
And he did. 

The rules set up by the Guinness 
Book of World Records required 
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that he sing continuously; he was 
given a five minute break every hour. 
He could save up the time, up to an 
hour, so he could have a longer per
iod to shower, eat and relax. Two 
witnesses had to be present at all 
time to affirm he maintained his 
singing. The rules did not permit 
him to sleep during the entire nine 
days. The physical endurance of be
ing awake and singing nine days all 
worked a tremendous hardship upon 
Gary. There were times when the 
room and people began to "swim about" 
him. Starting at 9 AM Sunday, 27 
Aug., in the lounge of a Mobile, 
Alabama Holiday Inn, Gary crooned 
non-stop until the early hours of 5 
Sept.--a total of about 207 hours!! 

You would think anyone who sang 
for that length of time would even
tually run out of songs and have to 
repeat themselves a lot. Not Gary; 
he has a collection of music for 
550 contemporary songs on tape. He 
accompanied the music: that gave 
him plenty of variety. 

He decided not to just break the 
old record but to set a new one 
that would be harder to break. Now, 
he can proudly say he not only gave 
a big boost to ending a dreaded dis
ease but that he is also the world's 
champ. Our congrag.ula tions to you 
Gary! 

Gary's arduous efforts brought re
wards to the MDA in the form of sev
eral thousand dollars pledged to 
the local organization as a result 
of his singing. The MDA uses the 
funds for medical research, child
ren's and adult hospitals and clin
ics, wheelchairs and other equipment 
for those crippled by the disease. 
The money Gary helped raise will 
ease a lot of suffering. 

Gary Louie Woodham was born 4 
Apr., 1944 in Melbourne, Australia 
where his father Louie Burman Wood
ham was stationed in World War II. 
He is the grandson of Randall E. 
Woodham and Marie Hoffman. Randall 
was a native of Dothan, Ala. and 
the son of Wiley Eveatus Woodham 
and Mary Lenora ("Nora") Fuller. 



Celebrates 9 0 Years 

OZARK, Ala.--Florence Hester 
("Hettie") Woodham Andrews cele
brated her 90th birthday here 6 
Aug. Aunt Het is the last surviv
ing child of Ira Edward Woodham 
and Millie Ann Enfinger. She was 
born 6 Aug., 1899 in Dale County. 
She is the granddaughter of Edward 
Christopher ("Chris") Woodham and 
Joanna Riley. 

Hettie married Bryant Mason 
Andrews 22 Sept., 1916. She had 
five children, including two dau
ghters who died as children. Bryant 
died in 1974. 

Her children are Florine Andrews 
Weed of Ozark, Maxine Andrews Gayles 
and Paul Andrews of Midland City. 
Hettie alternates living with her 
two daughters. 

Hettie is a "walking history 
book" of the Midland City area 
and especially of the Woodham 
family. 

We hope you have many more birth
days, Aunt Het and that they all 
are happy ones !! 

;3ll!Iooo~um Jtfumil~ Wouruul 

Official Publication of the 

Woodham Family Association 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor and Publisher 

Published at Dothan, Ala. 
Subscription included with 
membership in Woodham 
Family Association. Annual 
membership dues: $10. 

Woodham Family Association 
PO Box 1321 

Dothan, Alabama 36302 

II 
11 

u 



~ooo4am Jtfamil~ Wournal 

"Vol. 11 No. 1 Official Publication of the Woodham Family Association Aug., _1989 

Declining membership threatens 

The Woodham Family Association 
suffered a series of major set

backs during the past year, leaving, 
the family club without money and 
practically no members. 

Breakdowns of equipment have pla
gued us for more than a year; we 
are no longer receiving mail from 
our Atlanta post office box; and 
we have started our new year with 
almost no members. 

It started last year when our 
copying machine blew up. It took 
3½ months and several hundred dol
lars to get repaired. Then the 
typewriter broke down--five times! 
It is now more than 25 years old 

And the repair bills in the past 
' 1ear have cost about six times what 

it is worth. The time limit for 
forwarding mail from our old Atlan
ta address expired in Dec~mber and 
we haven't received mail since then. 
This means we have not gotten any 
membership dues or donations to 
operate on this year. 

Our fiscal year begins every May 
at the reunion and membership dues 
($10 yearly) should be paid then. 
Since we had no money to print and 
mail newsletters reminding folks 
about the reunion, no one came for 
this year's 11th National Reunion: 
and since most relatives renew 
their memberships at the reunion, 
we thus ended up starting out a new 
year with no funds nor members. 

This crisis comes at a time when 
we are embarked upon the most ex
pensive efforts yet undertaken by 
the Association: restoration of our 
two Woodham Cemeteries and publicat
ion of the first history book on our 

namily. Needless to say, these are 
dlso the most important projects 
we have ever attempted. 

It isn't hard to see that if we 
don't have membership dues and do~ 

nations to pay for newsletters, then 
we can't get word to relatives about 
these vital efforts. 

We must make a determined effort to 
get relatives to renew their member
ship in the Association. We must also 
seek relatives who have never joined 
and convince them of the importance 
of our family club's goals and pro
jects so that they too, will become 
members. 

Every person has responsibilities 
to their family. Our parents raise 
us and we in turn have responsibilit
ies for them--even after they are dead. 
When mothers and fathers are laid in 
their graves, it is YOUR duty to take 
care of their memory and graves. Our 
mothers and fathers must not be for
gotten: those people who fail to pre
serve their memory and resting place 
are too sorry to be mentioned .• 

The Association is YOUR family 
club--we work (as volunteers) for YOUR 
family. If you do not join the Assoc
iation every year, you are neglecting 
your family duties. Please renew your 
membership every year and help us 
help you. 

NOTICE-
We have a new and permanent mailing 
address. Our Association headquart
ers has moved to Dothan, Alabama--he
art of "Woodham country", where more 
than half our family in America lives 
within 50 miles. We will make Dothan 
our permanent home. This move will 
help us meet more relatives and pur
sue the Association's goals of gath
ering information on our family. Our 
new address: 

WOODHAM FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 1321 
Dothan, Alabama 36302 



Woodham Books 

Preparation is being made for the first comprehensive history book ever 
written on our Woodham family. If you want to share in this pride and 

knowledge of your family, then you must order your copy now. 
We have no other means of paying for the cost of printing such books 

without your help. This cost must be paid for by those relatives who want 
copies of the books. Therefore, you must order copies before they are 
printed. We will print the number of copies that we have paid orders for. 
You will not be able to wait until they are printed and then order a copy. 

The "Woodham Family History, Volume J:"and "Woodham Family Photo Album, 
Volume II" will be the fourth and fifth books the Woodham Family Assoc
iation has sponsored. We published the "Woodham Family Index" and "•Wood
ham Family Photo Album, Volume II" in 1985 and printed a small booklet 
on- our history in 1980 to "fill in" until we could get a comprehensive 
history prepared. 

This first family history will cover our Woodham family from its begin
nings during the Middle Ages in England and trace our complete family in 
America from the first Woodham to come here about 1655. "Volume I" will 
close with our history up to the mid-1800's. The book will contain copies 
of historic documents of many kinds dating back to the 1600's. These will 
include copies of the records from the oldest Woodham family Bible in Am
erica; copies of deeds, wills and land grants dating back to the 1600's; 
military records, including some showing where our ancestor was a soldier 
during the Revolutionary War (1775-1783); family sheets with information 
on individual families,,and more. 

Some of these very old documents are valuable not only for the informa
tion they contain but also are works of art in themselves. They were 
written with a quill, often with very elaborate flourish--remarkably beau
tiful compared to our hen-scratching today and worthy of framing for dis
play. The older records uses the language of "late Middle English" and 
is starkly different from modern American. 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY 

c.,_ __ w_o_o_n_H_A_M_P_H_o_T_o_A_L_s_u_M __ __,I 

The sooner we get enough orders to pay for the cost of printing, the 
quicker we can get these books printed and perhaps start work on more. 

The prices listed below are for members of the Woodham Family Association. 
For non-members, please add $10 for each book. 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" 

$20 
$15 

plus $2 postar· 
plus $2 postaU 

When these books are published depends entirely upon you. The sooner 
you order your copy, the sooner we can afford to pay for the printing. 
Send your orders to: Woodham Family Assoc. PO Box 1321, Dothan, Ala. 36302 
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'Woodham Sculpture 
~STPORT, Conn.--Jean Woodham con-
, lnues to receive raves of acclama- -

tion in the art world, along with 
more awards and honors. And with 
these accomplishments comes a grow
ing pride among our family for Jean. 

Just as we take pride in seeing 
one of our children make the school 
honor roll, so too do we take pride 
when they achieve honors as an adult; 
especially when they reach world 
renown. 

One of the latest achievements of 
Jean was the dedication of her new 
sculpture "Interchange" on the cam
pus of Central Connecticut State 
University. The sculpture was com
missioned by ARA Services as a gift 
to the university. 

The university also held a two
week exhibit of Jean's work. 

In the arts, a sculptor or painter 
is "commissioned" ( or paid) by some
one or a company to produce a piece 
of artwork. Jean's major comrniss~ 
ions include sculptures for the Gen-

~al Electric Credit Corp.; General 
"elephone and Electronics head
quarters; Texas Eastern Transmiss
ion, Houston Center; Westport, Conn. 
Town Hall; Electrolux Corp.; New 
York Board of Education; Flintcote 
Co. corporate headquarters; Auburn 
University Architecture and Fine 
Arts Center; Montgomery Temple Beth
Or; International Bank for Reconst
ruction and Development; and West
port, Conn. Temple Israel. 

Among her 33 awards are the Medal 
of Honor, National Association of 
Women Artists, 1966 & 1974; Audubon 
Medal for Creative Sculpture; Oliv
etti Award for Modern Sculpture; 
United Nations Association of Conn
ecticut citation as Connecticut's 
Most Outstanding Woman; the Kate 
Neal Kinley Memorial Fellowship of 
the University of Illinois; the 
Connecticut Academy Prize for Sculp
ture. 

Three of her sculptures were fea
riured at the 1964 New York World's 

air by General Foods Corp. 
Mildred Jean Woodham (she dropped 

the Mildred in later years) was born 
16 Aug., 1925 in Midland City, Dale 
county, Alabama, daughter of Marcus 
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Morton Woodham Sr. and Alma Clements. 
She grew up in Geneva County, where 
her father was a teacher and County 
Agricultural Agent for many years. 

Jean graduated from Auburn University 
and did three years of study at New 
York Sculpture Center. Her career has 
also included a stint as a teacher at 
Auburn. 

From the little village of Midland 
City, Jean's meteoric career has taken 
her far and wide. She has exhibited 
her artwork in England, Belgium, Mex
ico, Chile, Brazil, Bulgaria, Argen
tina and throughout the United States. 

Among the museums and galleries that 
have exhibited Jean's work are the 
world famous Whitney Museum, New York; 
Museum of Modern Art, Rio de Janerio, 
Brazil; Museum of Modern Art, Mexico 
City; National Museum of Fine Arts, 
Santiago, Chile; Pennsylvania Academy 
of Fine Arts; Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts; National Academy Galleries, New 
York; Stuttrnan Gallery, Heller Gallery, 
Sculpture Center and Barone Gallery, 
New York; New Burlington Galleries, 
London; the Foreign Art Museum, Sophia, 
Bulgaria; and many more. Her work can 
also be seen at the General Electric 
permanent-display at the Epcot Center, 
Disney World. 

She specializes in welded modern art 
and works with arc and tungsten, inert 
gas welding tools and other tools not 
usually associated with an artist. She 
has two studios in Westport. Jean is 
the only artist today who produces all 
her work in her own studio; other art
ists working in large scale have their 
work done in foundaries. 

Jean lives in Weston, Conn. She is 
the mother of two daughters, Melissa 
and Elizabeth Leigh. Both are by her 
first marriage to James L. Caraway. 
She married Harold Friedman, a noted 
attorney, in 1986. 

Her sister Vadella is a retired nu
rse; her brother John Webster is a 
prominent Montgomery, Ala. architect; 
and her brother Marcus Jr. was last 
known to be a bank examiner for the 
Alabama Banking Dept. 

Jean visited England two years ago 
and found numerous records on our fam
ily in Essex County dating from the 
lS00's and 1600's. 



Weddings 
(NOTE: please send us information 
and all newspaper items of weddings 
and engagements on our family so the 
events can be preserved in our Nat
ional Library and printed in the 
family newsletter). 

VAN WINKLE KENNEDY 

SEARCY, Ark.==Rebekah Van Winkle 
and Byron Kennedy were married at 
Fosters Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church near here 9 Dec. 

Rebekah is the daughter of Dolores 
Lavelle Woodham and her husband 
Robert van Winkle. She is the grand
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ebin Winford 
Woodham, Newport, Ark. and Mary E. 
Rainey. She is the great grand
daughter of Beecher Foney Woodham 
and Nancy Victoria White of Cleburne 
County, Arkansas. 

WOODHAM KOCH 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Tracey Diane 
Woodham and Lt. Jeff Koch were mar
ried at Southside Baptist Church in 
Ozark 27 May. 

Tracey is the daughterof Rex E. 
Woodham and his wife Linda Ann Kirk
land of Midland City. She is the 
granddaughter of the late John Fra
nklin Woodham and Willie Mae Bull.· 
and Mr. & Mrs. Perry E. Kirkland. 

Jeff is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Allan Koch of Coral Gables, Fla. 

After a wedding trip to Carmel, 
Calif., the couple is now living 
in Tuscon, Arizona. 

JEFFORDS MCELRATH 

WEST COLUMBIA, SC--Robert Leslie 
Jeffords and Meredith Maree McEl
rath were married at Providence 
Presbyterian Church here in Nov., 
1988. 

Robert is the son of Margery Lou
ise Woodham and Hugh Hamilton Jeff
ords, Bishopville, SC. He is the 
grandson of the late Alva Leslie 
Woodham and Vera Chappell. 

Robert is a graduate of Robert E. 
Lee Academy in Bishopville and 
attended Midlands Technical College. 
He is employed with Shelving Spec-
ialists Inc. 
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Meredith is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Thomas David McElrath of Cayce, 
SC. 

Meredith is a graduate of BrooklanU 
Cayce High School and is now attend-
ing the University of South Carolina. 

After a wedding trip to the North 
Carolina mountains, the couple is re
siding in Cayce. 

WOODHAM SULLIVAN 

SLOCOMB, Ala.--Tracie Leigh Woodham 
and Jeff Sullivan were married 6 Aug., 
1988 at First Baptist Church here. 

Tracie is the daughter of Thomas 
Harlan Woodham and Clara Reese Wright 
of Slocomb. She is the granddaughter 
of Hiram D. Woodham Jr. and Mary 
Carolyn Davis of Dothan. 

Jeff is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
Sullivan of Hartford. 

The couple honeymooned in Atlanta 
and are now living in Slocomb. 

WOODHAM BRANNAN 

NEWTON, Ala.--Amy Camille Woodham 
and John Phillip Brannan III were maV 
ried 7 Aug., 1988 at Newton Methodist 
Church. 

Amy is the daughter of James Talmad
ge Woodham of Mt. Zion, Ill. and Mrs. 
Martha Smart Enfinger, Ozark. She is 
the granddaughter of Mrs. Frances 
Meeks Woodham of Napier Field and the 
late Roy Talmadge Woodham. 

Amy is a graduate of Houston Academy 
and attends Auburn University. 

John is the son of Dr. & Mrs. John 
P. Brannan Jr. of Pensacola, Fla. He 
is a graduate of Houston Academy and 
attended Auburn University. He is now 
an airman in the US Air Force. 

WOODHAM WATKINS 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Darlene Raye Woodham 
and Lewis Coleman Watkins were married 
10 Sept., 1988 at Hebron Methodist 
Church in the Stokes Bridge Community. 

Darlene is the daughter of Charles 
Ray Woodham and Curlen Truluck and 
granddaughter of the late Charles 
Woodham and Evelyn Hendrix. V 

She is a graduate of Robert E. Lee 
Academy and received an associate de
gree in secretarial science from 
Florence- (continued on page 5) 



WEDDINGS, continued 

Darlington Technical Coll~ge. 
Lewis is the son of Mrs. Ruby Wat

~ns and the late Harvey Watkins. 
' e is a graduate of Bishopville High 

School and is employed as operator 
of the waste water treatment facil
ity at Reeves Brothers Inc. 

The couple honeymooned in the 
North Carolina mountains and are 
now living in Bishopville. 

WOODHAM ADKINS 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala,--Kenneth Michael 
Woodham Jr. and Sherri Marie Adkins 
were married 20 May at First Medho-
dist Church of Daleville. • 

Kent is the son of Kenneth Michael 
("Mikey") Woodham Sr. and Martha 
Burgess of Midlanc City. He is the 
grandson of Filly O. Woodham and 
Mattie Wanona Woodham. 

Sherri is the daughter of Mrs. 
Annette Adkins and the late Billy 
Adkins of Daleville. 

The couple made a honeymoon trip 
to San Francisco, Calif. and are 
now living in Montgomery. 
~ 

WOODHAM HILL 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Tammy Beatrice 
Woodham and James Richard Hill were 
married here 17 Dec., 1988 at 
First Baptist Church. 

Tammy is the daughter of Leslie 
Gregory Woodham and Nancy Morgan 
Horton of Bishopville. She is the 
granddaughter of Mrs. Pansy Watts 
Hatfield and the late Leslie English 
Woodham. 

Tammy is a graduate of Robert E. 
Lee Academy here and received a 
bachelor's degree in business admin
istration from Francis Marion Coll
ege of Florence. 

James is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
James Henry Hill of Sumter. He is 
a graduate of Thomas Sumter Academy 
and Midlands Technical College. 

The couple took a wedding trip to 
Gatlingburg, Tenn. and now live in 
Florence. 

WOODHAM WOMACK 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Christopher Todd 
Woodham and Kelli Michelle Womack 
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were married 15 July at Memphis Bap
tist Church near here. 

Chris is the son of Gerald Wright 
Woodham and Linda Sanders of Dothan. 
He is the grandson of Travis Gerald 
Woodham and Susie Mae Wright of 
Dothan. 

The couple honeymooned in Florida 
and are now living in Dothan. 

BEASLEY NEW 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Suzette Ruchelle Beas
ley and Brian Scott New were married 
1 July. 

Suzette is the daughter of Ruth Vir
ginia Woodham and Pelzer W. ("Pete") 
Beasley Jr. of the Stokes Bridge Com
munity. She is the granddaughter of 
Mrs. Ruth Hanvey Woodham and the late 
Harris Middleton ("Jack") Woodham of 
Tococobe Farms. 

Suzette is a graduate of Robert E. 
Lee Academy and is a senior at Fran
cis Marion College in Florence. 

Brian is the son of Mr. & Mrs. John 
William New of Bishopville, formerly 
of Brandon, Vermont. He is the grand
son of the late Mr. & Mrs. Leon New of 
Sudsbury, Vermont. 

Brian is a graduate of Florence Wes
leyan School and Coker College, where 
he earned a degree in physical educa
tion. 

GRIGGS GEORGE 

OZARK, Ala.--Edna Sue Griggs and Will
iam L. George were married 15 April 
at Ewell Bible Baptist Church in the 
Ewell Community. 

Edna Sue is the daughter of Martha 
Sue Woodham and James Warren Griggs. 
She is the granddaughter of Mrs. Het
tie Lucile Bagwell Woodham and the 
late Hoyt Clayton Woodham of Dale Co. 

She is a graduate of Carroll High 
School of Ozark and is now attending 
Wallace State College of Dothan. She 
is employed with Quincy's in Daleville. 

William is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles W. Griggs of Skipperville 
Community. He is the grandson of the 
late Mr. & Mrs. Brady George of Laird
sville, Penn. 

He attended Dale County Christian 
School and is employed by coca Cola 
Co. of Dothan. 



ilttttqs 
(NOTE: when you hear of 
a death in the family, 
PLEASE let us know: it 
is a shame for any rel
atives to die and not 
be memorialized in th
eir own family news
letter) 

Mrs. WILLIAM D. WOODHAM 

COLUMBUS, Ga.--Mrs. Vera 
Mae Grantham Woodham 
died 12 Nov., 1988, at 
age 83. 

Vera Mae was the widow 
of William Dorsey Wood
ham, a native of Geneva 
County, Ala. Vera Mae 
was born 20 May, 1905 
in Dothan, Ala., daugh
ter of Gordon and Addie 
Grantham. She and Dor~ 
sey were married in 1922. 

Vera Mae lived most 
of her life in Columbus 
and was retired from 
Bibb Manufacturing Co. 

She was a member of 
Union Baptist Church 
near Slocomb, Ala. She 
was also a member of the 
Woodham Family Assoc, 

Burial was at Park 
Hill Cemetery here. 

Survivors are daugh
ters Mrs. Maureen Wood
ham Woodill, Mrs. Wilma 
Woodham Johnson and Mrs. 
Vancil Woodham Ferrell, 
all of Columbus; sons 
Luttrell D. Woodham and 
William Leon Woodham, 
both of Columbus; a sis
ter and brother; 8 grand
children; one great 
great grandchild. 
* * * 

LESSIE BEA WOODHAM 

HARTFORD, Ala.-- Mrs. 
Lessie Bea Woodham Wor
thy died 6 July at a 
nursing home in Jackson 
Co., Fla. at age 82. • 

Bea was born in Henry 
County, Ala., daughter 

of Hillary Hopewell Wood
ham and Ella Harrison. 
She married T. Barney 
Worthy 29 Jan., 1928. 
She lived most of her 
life in Geneva County. 
Bea was a member of Esto 
Baptist Church, a member 
of the Order of Eastern 
Star, Bullard Chapter 
and taught Sunday School 
for many years. 

Burial was at Esto 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Surviving are daughters 
Mrs. Betty Pippin, Hart
ford, Mrs. Sue Champion, 
Macon, Ga. and Mrs. Mar
tha Johnson, Pensacola, 
Fla.; son Thomas c. Wor
thy, Hartford; 10 grand
children. 
* * * 

BARNEY McCOY WOODHAM 

TEXAS VILLE, Ala. --Barney 
McCoy Woodham, 79, died 
at Eufaula, 19 Dec. 

Barney was born 2 July, 
1909 in Barbour Co., son 
of Levin Oscar Woodham 
and Mable Adams. He was 
a farmer and lived in the 
Texasville Community all 
his life. 

Burial was in the Tex
asville Methodist Church 
Cemetery. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Mrs. Eloise Warr 
Woodham; son Wayne McCoy 
Woodham, Eufaula; sister 
Mrs. Mazelle Woodham 
Boyd; Texasville; brother 
Rev. L. Dowling Woodham 
Sr., Texasville; 2 grand
children. 
* * * 

GERALDINE WOODHAM 

WEBB, Ala.--Mrs. Gerald
ine Woodham Hatcher,·65, 
died in Dothan 5 April. 

Geraldine was born 28 
Mar., 1923 at Noma, Fla., 
daughter of John Alto 
Woodham and Naomi Kirk
land. She was the wid
ow of Thomas W. Hatcher 
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Sr. She was a retired 
registered nurse. She 
was a member of Mt. Ara
rat Baptist Church. Ger
aldine lived at Webb fl J 
the past five years an.r-' 
in Blakely, Ga. for sev
eral years before that. 

Burial was in the 
Blakely Cemetery. 

Surviving are daught
ers Mrs. Phyllis Griffin, 
Blakely and Mrs. Tammie 
McMurria, Jakin, Ga.; 
son Thomas W. Hatcher 
Jr., Webb. 
* * * 

Mrs. PERRY M. WOODHAM 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Mrs. 
Bonnie Lee Carr Woodham, 
62, died 24 May, 1988. 
She was the wife of 
Perry Marley Woodham. 

Bonnie and Perry were 
married 23 July, 1949. 
She was a native and life 
long resident of Dale Co. 
and daughter of Foy ca· , 
She was a member of coU 
inth Baptist Church. 

Burial was at Corinth 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 

.surviving are her hus
band Perry; daughters 
Lois Ann Woodham, Mid
land City, Mrs. Colleen 
Woodham Blackshear and 
Mrs. Virginia Carol 
("Ginger") Woodham Wil
son, both of Dothan; son 
Sammy Carr, Slidell, La.; 
six grandchildren. 
* * * 

RUBY ALICE WOODHAM TEW 

OZARK, Ala.--Mrs. Ruby 
Alice Woodham Tew, 79, 
died 8 Sept., 1988 at 
her home here. 

Alice was born 19 Nov., 
1908 in Henry County, 
Ala., daughter of Hill
ary Hopewell Woodham V 
Nancy Ella Peeples. 

She was a member of 
Spring Hill Baptist Ch
urch. She married Fle-
tcher B. Twe 3 Oct. 1933. 



m.eatq.a cont. 

Burial was at Spring 
Hill Cemetery. 

'°'Survivors include a 
' aughter, Mrs. Mary 

Parmer, Ozark; son, 
Luther Boyd Tew, Phen
ix City, Ala.; sisters 
Mrs. Pauline Woodham 
Henderson, Clayton, Al. 
and Mrs. Irene Woodham 
Armstrong, Snellville, 
Ga.; brothers Jack How
ard Woodham, Tavares, 
Fla. and Gerald W. 
("Bud") Woodham, Brooks
ville, Fla.; 3 grand
children; 2 great grand
children.· 
* * 
Mrs. JOSEPH M. WOODHAM 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Mrs. 
Belle E. Walker Wood
ham died here 18 Jan., 
aged 86. 

Belle was the widow 
of Joseph Monroe 

* 

f"ill"Jodie") Woodham, nat
~ve of Covington Co. 
who died in 1974. She 
and Jodie lived in Mon
tgomery since the 1940's. 

Burial was in Green
wood Cemetery here. 

A foster daughter and 
nephews survive. 
* * * 

Mrs. CHARLES L. WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--Mrs. Julie 
Dell Bagwell Woodham 
died 25 June, 1988, at 
age 83. She was the 
widow of Charles Luther 
Woodham. 

Julie Dell was born 
in Dale County and was 
retired from the Van 
Heusen Co. here. She 
and Charlie were marr
ied 3 Sept., 1922. He 

~ied in 1983. 
. Burial was at Mt .. 

Carmel Methodist Church 
Cemetery. 

Surviving are two 
sisters; several nieces 
and nephews. 

Mrs. WILLIAM M. WOODHAM 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Mrs. Nola 
Wilson Woodham, 83, died 
here 12 Dec., 1988. 

Nola married William 
McKinley Woodham 13 July, 
1923. Willie died in 
1962. She was a native 
of Lakeland, Fla. but 
grew up in Opp and Flo
rala, Ala. She and Will
ie lived in Montgomery 
for many years. 

Nola had moved to Dot
han in 1982 to live with 
their son. 

Burial was at Memorial 
Cemetery, Montgomery. 

Survivors include a 
son, William Frederick 
("Fred") Woodham Sr., 
Dothan; a grandson; 2 
great grandchildren. 
* * * 

THEDA WOODHAM DURANT 

BLACK, Ala.--Mrs. Theda 
Woodham Durant, 80, died 
at Chipley, Fla. 1 Apr. 

Theda was born 25 Apr., 
1908 at Hartford, Ala., 
daughter of Theophilus 
Walton Woodham and Joan
na Costella Marshall. 

She married Charles R. 
Durant.30 Nov., 1933. 
Theda was one of 10 ch
ildren, all but one of 
whom became teachers. 

She was a graduate of, 
Geneva County High Sch
ool and Troy State Univ
ersity. She taught sch
ool in Florida and Ala
bama for many years. 

Burial was in the 
Hartford Cemetery. 

Surviving are daugh
ters Mrs. Nina Ruth Le
tourneau, Black, Mrs. 
Mary Charles ward, Hart
ford and Mrs. Laura. Jean 
Butscher, Brunswick, o.; 
sisters Mrs. Augie Wood
ijam Orr, Hartford and 
Mrs. Opal Woodham Boyette, 
Dothan; brothers Paton 
L. Woodham, Wedowee, Al. 
and Luther Woodham, . 
Dothan; 11 grandchildren; 
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9 great grandchildren. 
* * * 

CLINTON WOODHAM 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Clinton 
Woodham, 63, died in 
Birmingham 12 June. 

Clinton was born 31 
Oct., 1925 in Houston 
county, son of James 
Edward Woodham and Au
relia Scott. He was a 
grandson of Stephen Ell
ison Woodham and Mahul
da Hobbs. 

Clinton retired as a 
Staff Sergeant after 20 
years in the US Army. 
He was a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. He married Mil
dred E. Thomley 1 Dec., 
1961. 

Survivors in~lude his 
wife; a brother, Edwin 
Woodham, Dothan; several 
nieces and nephews. 

Burial was at Memory 
Hill Cemetery here. 
* * * 

BEAUTY QUEEN 
Robin Nicole Woodham 
was elected one of the 
beauty queens of Reho
beth High School near 
Dothan, Ala. for the 
1988/89 school year. 
Robin was chosen to re
present the 10th grade 
at the school. She is 
the daughter of James 
Winford Woodham and 
Linda Sue Helms. She 
is the granddaughter of 
James Atha Woodham and 
Minnie Bell Palmer. 
* * * 

BRADENTON, Fla.--Beverly 
Elaine Woodham and Rog
er Keith Ellis announce 
birth of their daughter 
Amanda Leigh, born 24 
June, ],~138 • Amanda is 
the granddaughter of 
Mrs. Helen Vaughn Wood
ham and the late Dewey 
Woodham. 



COLONEL GARY E. WOODHAM 

Colonel Gary Eugene Woodham Sr. re
tired from the US Army ·in Feb., 1988. 
A formal luncheon and retirement pa
rty was given for Gary at the Red
stone Arsenal, Huntsville, Ala. 
26 Feb. 

At the time of his retirement, he 
was Deputy for contracts and Chief 
of the Contracting and Acquisition 
Management Office, Army Strategic 
Defense Command. He was presented 
with an award and retirement certif
icate by Brig. General R. L. Stewart. 

• Gary began his military careet 
in 1955 when he enlisted in the US 
Marine Reserves. Later as a student 
at Auburn University, he switched to 
the Army and was commissioned in the 
Army Corps of Engineers. Gary grad
uated from Auburn in 1962 with a 
civil engineering degree. He earn
ed a masters degree in civil engin
eering there in 1970. He has also 
graduated from the Army Command 
and Staff College. 

His career spanned more than 25 
years as a commissioned officer. 
During this time, his service in
cluded command of the 93rd Engineer 
Company, Nelligen, Germany; comman
der of the 3rd Engineer Battalion, 
Ft. Stewart, Ga. and operations 
officer, 46th Engineer Battalion, 
Ft. Rucker, Ala. He was also De
puty District Engineer at Savannah, 
Ga. He has also seen service in 
Vietnam and Korea. 

Gary's awards and decorations 
include the Combat Infantry Badge, 
Bronze Star with first oak leaf 
cluster, Air Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal with two oak leaf 
clus·ters, Army Commendation Medal 
with first oak leaf cluster and 
Joint Services Commendation Medal. 

Gary was born 17 Dec., 1938 in 
Wachula, Fla., son of J. T. Woodham 
and Amanda Laura Shepard. He is 
the grandson of the late Auzy 
(Asa) Woodham and Nancy Jane Dean. 
of Geneva County, Alabama. 

Gary married Elizabeth Arlene 
Nichol-son, a native of Mobile, 
2 June, 1962. They have two child
ren, April Elizabeth, born 24 Apr., 
1964 in Stuttgart, Germany and 
Gary Eugene Junior, born 11 Nov., 
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1967 in Dothan, Ala. April recently 
graduated from the University of West 
Florida at Pensacola. Gary Eugene Jr. 
is a student at the University of 
South Alabama, Mobile. tl j 

Since retirement, Gary has moved r,
Mobile County where he will make his 
home. His parents live nearby. 
* * * 

MILITARY BRIEFS - " - -----. 

WOODHAM GRADUATES FROM WEST POINT 

Phillip Craig Woodham became the 
first Woodham that we know of to grad
uate from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, NY. Congress 
established West Point in 1802 to 
train officers for the US Army. Since 
1802, West Point has produced some of 
America's greatest leaders. 

Phillip graduated from Eufaula High 
School at Eufaula, Ala. in 1983 and 
then attended the US Military Academy 
Prep School, Fort Monmouth, NJ for a 
year. He was then appointed by US 
Representative Bill Dickinson of Ala
bama to West Point in 1984. 

Phillip is the son of Gerald Carl 
Woodham Sr. and Peggy Sue Mathis of 
Eufaula. He is the grandson of Rev. 
Leslie Dowling (Dowling) Woodham Sr. 
and Shellie Mae Warr of Texasville 
Community, Barbour County, Ala. 
* * * * * * * * 

APPOINTED TO AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

ANCHORAGE, Al.--Steven Michael Payne 
has been appointed to the US Air For
ce Academy at Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Steven is the son of Jimmy Charles 
Payne and Daisy Morris of Anchorage, 
Alaska. He is the grandson of Wanda 
Wilma Woodham and the late Jesse J. 
Payne of Ozark, Ala. 

Steven earned a 3.97 grade average 
during high school. His excellent 
grades earned him acceptance at sever
al colleges, including Georgia Tech, 
plus interest from the United States 
Naval .!\:cademy. 

Steven grew up in Anchorage with •• 
his parents. His father Jim is a nat
ive of Columbus, Ga. Grandma Wanda 
and the rest of the family are all 
very proud of you Steven! 
NOTE: when you hear of relatives in 
the military, please send us info! 



School News 
CLAYTON, Ala .--Cy ntnia Alecia Wood
ham graduated from Enterprise State 

~ llege, Enterprise, Ala . recently 
4ith an Associate in Arts degree. 
Cindy also was named to the Dean's 
List during winter quarter just an
nounced. She is the daughter of 
Ronald Collins Woodham and Cather
ine Glover of Clayton. 

AUBURN , Ala. --Rhonda Joy Woodham of 
Midland City , Ala. was among the 
graduates of Auburn Uni versity during 
the school' s fall commencement. Rho- · 
nda Joy is the daugh t er of Kenneth 
Michael ("Mikey") Woodham and Martha 
Burgess of Midland City. 

COLUMBUS , Ga .--Robert Woodham grad
uated from Columbus College with a 
bachelor 's degree in spring, 1988. 
Sorry , we don't know which Robert 
this is. 

BISHOPVILLE , SC-- Tammy Beatrice Wood
ham graduated 17 Dec . from Francis 
Marion College of Florence with a 
achelor of science degree in gener-
1 business. Tammy i s the daughter 

of Leslie Gregory ("Gregg") Woodham 
and Nancy Morgan Horton of Bishop
ville . 

OZARK , Ala.--Michael Woodham was 
n amed to the President's Lis t at 
Wallace College of Doth an. Sorry 
we do not know which Michael this 
i s and there are several in the 
Wiregrass area. 

DOTHAN , Ala. --Gary Joseph Woodham 
was named to the President ' s List 
at Troy State University of Dothan 
for the winter quarter . Gary is 
the son of Hiram D. Woodham Jr. 
and Carolyn Davis. 

SLOCOMB , Ala .--Gera ld Carl ("Je rry " ) 
Woodham Jr. was named to the Pres
ident's List at Wallace College of 
Dothan . Jerry is the son of Gerald 
C. Woodham Sr . a nd Peggy Sue Mathis 
of Slocomb . 

.,ICKSBURG , Ala .--Sandy Lynn Woodham , 
a sixth grader , earned a place on 
the Honor Roll at Wicksburg School. 
She is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs . 
Dennis Marvin Woodham. 
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DOTHAN , Ala.--During the pas t school 
year , faculty and students at Wallace 
State College here were literally do
ing "double takes". In somewhat of a 
record for a school its size, Wallace 
College 's student body enrolled six 
sets of twins. One of these was Mit
chell Ladair Woodham and brother Mich
ael David Woodham , sons of David 
Ladair Woodham and Shirley Lucille 
Bright of Dale County, near Ozark. They 
are graduates of Carroll High School 
of Ozark . Michael is studying engin
eering and Mitchell is enrolled in a 
pre-l~w course . All six sets of twins 
at Wal l ace College are monozigotic 
(identical) twins. 

MIDLAND CITY , Al a .--Derek Woodham 
was named t o the "A" Honor Roll at 
Dale County High School in Midland 
City. Derek is a 12th grader and 
graduated this spring. 

ARITON , Ala .--Wes Alums was named a 
co- Salutat orian of the graduating 
class of Ariton High School . Wes is 
a great grandson of Eloise Woodham and 
Pate Snellgrove . He is the son of 
Mr. & Mrs . Thomas Alums . 

DOTHAN, Ala. --Beth Woodham was named 
to the "A-B" Honor Roll at Norths i de 
Methodist Academy here. 

OZARK , Ala .--Chellie Lenorah Woodham 
and Mary Rebecca Woodham , both juniors , 
were selected for the All "A & B" 
Honor Roll , along wi th David Woodham, 
a senior , at Carroll High School. Mary 
is the daughter of James Talmadge 
Woodham of Mt. Zion , Ill. and Mrs. 
Martha Smart Enfinger of Ozark . Chel
lie is the daughter of Mr . & Mrs . 
Daniel P . Woodham of Dale County. We 
don't know which Dav id this is . 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala .--Lori Woodham of 
the first grade and Derek Shaun Wood
ham of the second grade were chosen 
for the "A" Honor Roll at Midland 
City Elementary School . Derek is the 
son of Richard Derrick Woodham and 
Joyce Cobb . We don 't know the parents 
of Lori. 

DOTHAN , Ala. --Ronald F . Woodham was 
selected for the Honor Roll at Dothan 
High School for the first semester 
during the past school year . 

SEND US your school news! 



Woodham Wood's 
Craft.- Antique Mall 

OZARK, Ala.--The newest Woodham 
business enterprise, "Woodham Woods 
Craft and Antique Mall" opened 10 
March in Ozark. Terry Lewis Wood
ham of the Corinth Community is 
owner of the business. Terry is 
the son of Mrs. Emogene Strickland 
Woodham and the late Lewis Daniel 
Woodham. His grandparents were 
Bartow Edward Woodham and Eva Pres
ton. "Woodham Woods" will special
ize in handcrafts made by local 
Wiregrass artisans and in Southern 
antiques. When we talked to Terry 
soon after he opening, he already 
had about 11 craftsmen lined up. He 
will take their crafts on commiss
ion. His shop was full of silk 
flower arrangements, baskets, dolls, 
paintings and other handcrafts as 
well as antiques. Their quality 
is equal to that of the best Atlan
ta shops. The mall is locate on 
the four-lane, us Hwy. 231. If you 
are in the area, stop by and BUY! 
Keep the "business" in the family! 
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JOTH ANNIV!RSARY 
Woodham National Reunion 

Fun and excitement as well as a 
chance to renew family ties--that 

is what we are planning for you when 
we gather 28 & 29 May for our 10th 
anniversary Woodham National Reunion. 

We are going to mark this special 
occasion with a bangup celebration, 
complete with our own fireworks dis
play. You will find a variety of 
things to see and do all weekend, 
including a fishing contest, family 
history, swim party for teenagers 
and children, a giant family picnic, 

f"'fmorial for deceased relatives, teen 
.. arty and weiner roast, lecture on 

WEAR THE RED & WHITE 

The Woodham family 
colors are red and 
white and our family 
symbol is the white 

"Woodham rose", accord
ing to our family coat 

of arms. 
You are urged to wear red and 

white clothing throughout the week-
end to "show your colors". Dresses, 
skirts, pants, shirts, caps--it 
doesn't matter; just wear something 
of either or both colors. 

On Sunday, we want everyone to 
show up wearing a rose: if your 
Woodham parent or ancestor (if you 
are a grandchild of a Woodham for 
instancel is living, wear a red 
rose; white rose if deceased. Let's 

Ao this in memory of or to honor 
( ur relatives. 

You are also urged to bring large 
bouquets of red and white (mixed red 
and white or single color) roses 
to decorate with Sunday. 

famliy history and much more. 
The reunion will start with a cook

out at noon Saturday in Lakepoint 
State Park's picnic area. Bring extra 
grills and your own cookins. There 
will be a teen and children's swim 
party about 2 PH at the park's beach. 
Lifeguards are on duty. We'll have a 
fishing contest (you are on your own) 
with prizes for the biggest fish and 
largest total catch. 

A gathering will be held the rest of 
Saturday at the amphitheater next to 
the bridge and Eufaula Inn downtown . 
The Eufaula Inn is our weekend head
quarters. Robert Earl will be staying 
in a green motorhome at Lakepoint. 

We may have some entertainment for 
you Saturday at the amphitheater. But 
for sure, we willl)ave a lot of good 
fellowship and great kinfolks to see, 

There will be a big fireworks dis
play at the amphitheater at 9:30 PM. 
Please bring all the aerial fireworks 
you can for the show; the more the 
merrier! Rex Woodham is in charge of 
entertaiment--bring your fireworks to 
him. 

There will be a teen party and weiner 
roast at Eufaula Inn's poolside Sat
urday night. Please bring grills, 
weiners and charcoal for this event; 
along with a record player, records 
and or tapes for your entertainment. 
Adults will eat at the Inn's resturant 
at 7:30 PM. 

All Sunday activities will be held 
at the second picnic pavillion in 
Lakepoint's picnic area. Registration 
begins at 9 AM. The family picnic 
will be spread at n· on. A special 
memorial program will begin about 
1 PM (see page 3) . A progress report 
on our (cont. on page 2) 



REUNION continued from pg. 1 

current efforts to restore and pre
serve the two Woodham family ceme
teries will be a main topic of dis
cussion (.see page 2 l. 

Plans for publishing the first 
comprehensive history book ever writ
ten on the Woodham family will be 
discussed along with plans for our 
second family photo album. We need 
a lot of family support to accomplish 
publication of these two books. With
out your support, we will not be 
able to purchase copies of the oldest 
records in America on our family. 
These records, daing from the 1680's 
to the 1740's, were recently recov
ered by the Virginia State Archives 
after being lost for 120 years. We 
hope to print copies of these old 
Woodham records in the history book 
but we must pay for expensive photo
graphs of the records--they cannot 
be xeroxed. 

Bring your handcrafts, photo albums, 
old quilts, large framed pictures, 
antiques and heirlooms to display 
during the reunion. 

Eufaula is a great place for a 
family reunion and you will fina a 
lot of sights to see and recreation
al facilities. Lake Eufaula offers 
plenty of water sports and fantastic 

fishing. There are numerous ante
bellum homes, many open for ~ours. 
Tom Mann's Fish World is one of the 
largest freshwater aquariums in Amer
ica. Eufaula National Wildlife Re- 1 , 
fuge has beautiful scenic areas. '-' 

Lakepoint State Park is one of Ala
bama's resort state parks. It has a 
lodge with motel rooms overlooking 
the lake, golf course, tennis courts, 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools, a 
beach, boat marina (you can rent or 
bring your own boat for water skiing 
and fishing), cottages, campground, 
nature trails, game room, resturant 
and coffee shop and stables where you 
can go horseback riding. 

Lakepoint was the site of our first 
Woodham National Reunion in 1979, 
when an estimated 1,600 relatives from 
these states attended: Alabama, Texas, 
Florida, Georgia, California, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Virginia, Maryland, Ken
tucky, Indiana, Michigan, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana. 

Many kinfolks from long distances 
away have not been able to attend 
since the first one, especially the 
older ones. Let's make this our bia
gest NATIONAL reunion yet. Give yo,U 
elderly relatives a ride and bring the 
teenagers and kids for a good time! 

PreServe a slice of history 
ftring your family Bibles and other 
~ family records to the reunion so 
copies of these can be made to pre
serve in our Woodham National Library. 
We will have a copying machine avail
able for this Saturday and Sunday. 

Family Bibles are one of the most 
important sources of family records 
people commonly have in their homes 
but most people overlook. We finally 
managed to get copies last year of 
the oldest known Woodham family Bible 
in America. It was printed in 1815; 
birthdates written in it start in 
1771. We also obtained good xerox 
copies of the second oldest Bible, 
printed in 1875. We will print 
copies of these in our history book. 

Please bring old deeds, estate re
cords, wills, tax receipts, school 
awards, club memberships and other 
family records you can find. We 
especially want to make copies of 
birth certificates, marriage licenses, 

death certificates, obituaries, news
paper articles, etc. 

If you have any old letters written 
by a Woodham· or Woodham descendant, 
we want to make copies to preserve. 
Letters written by soldiers or sailors 
during World War I, World War II, the 
Korean War and other wars should be 
copied. Ww would also like to make 
copies of military discharges. This 
is one of the most important types of 
military records that we try to pre
serve. we now have several books full 
of such military records. Yours is 
important to us also. 

The oldest letter we now have was 
written in 1859 by a Woodham in Dale 
County to a relative in South Caro-( j 

lina. Your letters today will be j~ 
as precious to our descendants 100 
years from now. 

We have so little left today on our 
ancestors--we should be more concerned 
about what we leave for the future. 



A Matter Of Grave Concern 
I nestoration of our Woodham Fami.·1y 

~Cemetery in Dale County, Alabama 
j_S well underway and a chain link 
fence has been erected surrounding 
the site. 

A small group of relatives have 
done a wonderful job on this major 
effort. This is the biggest and 
most expensive project the family 
has undertaken since the Woodham 
Family Association was founded. 

James Ople ("Jim"). Woodham is 
chairman of the Cemetery Committee. 
Mrs. Juanita Woodham is treasurer. 
Jim and his brother Rex have done a 
lot of back-breaking work to clean 
up the cemetery. The group has 
been holding monthly and special 
meetings since November. They have 
already raised enough funds to pay 
for the chain link fence but a lot 
more work still remains to be done 
that will require more money. 

We will discuss plans for the Dale 
County cemetery and for the 200 year 
old Woodham Cemetery at Bishopville, 

C during the reunion. A second 
_emetery Committee will be organ
ized in Lee County in June. Each 

Memorial Service Slated 

A special Memorial Service will be 
held to honor all Woodhams, their 
husbands and wives and Woodham des
cendants who have died during the 
last ten years since our first Nat
ional Reunion. The memorial will 
be part of the activities Sunday 
afternoon, 2i May, during the reunion. 

We will literally "Speak their 
name, that they shall be remembered . ., 

Everyone who has lost a loved one 
during this time is urged to be pre
sent so you can personally memorial
ize them. You will be asked to 
announce the full name of the decea
sed, when they were born, when they 
died and their parent's names. Mem
bers of their immediate families 

~ould do this. 
This memorial program will be 

filmed and tape recorded; copies 
will be preserved in our Family Lib
rary for future generations. 
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committee will be in charge of future 
maintenance in their area. However, 
restoration and fundraising will be a 
project of the entire family. 

Some of our plans include: 
• pouring cement slabs on each ident
ifiable grave; these slabs will be 
"temporary" until we can afford nicer 
tombstones. 
• landscape both cemeteries with trees 
shrubs and flowers; we will spray weed 
killer chemicals this summer so this 
will delay planting until fall or 
next spring. We plan to turn each 
cemetery into a real "show place". 
• erect signs with the name "Woodham 
Cemetery" and start efforts to have 
historical markers installed. 
• restore all existing tombstones. 
• erect tombstones for veterans in 
both cemeteries, including one for 
Edward Woodham Jr., a veteran of the 
Revolutionary War (1775-1783). He 
was the "father" of all Woodhams from 
the South. We will also erect tomb
stones for veterans of Indian Wars 
and the War Between the States. These 
tombstones are provided free by the 
federal government to all veterans. 

If you have obituaries on these rel
atives, please bring them with you. 

Hopefully, the memorial program will 
become a traditional part of our 
annual reunions. 

NOTES. ... 
IRON CITY, Ga.--We are sorry to hear 
of a disastrous fire that destroyed 
Iron City Mini Mall, owned by Billy 
Joe Woodham. The mall included a rest
urant, service station, antique shop, 
laundrymat and grocery store. 

The fire was discovered at 4:30 AM 
and resulted in a total loss of the 
mall. 

Billy is a forme,r Commissioner of 
Seminole County and son of the late 
John Wesley & Lillie Sanders Woodham. 
We hope the business will make a quick 
and successful return. 
BISHOPVILLE, SC--Woodham & Sons Insur
ance and Real Estate Agency has moved 
to new headquarters after 50 years in 
a former bank building. The business, 
headed by Andrew Dowling Woodham Sr., 
is now 70 years old. 



Engagement 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Mr. and Mrs, Joseph 
Henry Dawson 0f Columbia, SC announce 
the engagement of their daughter, 
Merry Denise, to Guthrie Welborn 
Woodham III of Bishopville. 

Guthrie is the son of Mrs. Minnie 
Lee Rhodes Woodham of Bishopville 
and the late Guthrie Welborn Woodham 
Jr. He is the grandson of the late 
G. W. Woodham Sr. and Eva Esther 
Dowling, founder of G. w. Woodham & 
Sons Insurance & Real Estate Agency 
here. 

The wedding is scheduled for 23 
June at Wesley Memorial Methodist 
Church in Columbia. 

In the News 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Bessie and J.B. Daugh
try continue to surprise us with new 
information and records about our 
family. Since county records of Dale 
County, Ala. were destroyed in 1884, 
it is hard to learn anything about 
Woodham girls prior to then because 
there are no public records to tell 
us who they married. 

J.B. has in his possession many 
records handed down from his grand
father, Major Holland (."Fox") Daugh
try, husband of Nellie Woodham. Fox 
was a son-in-law of Aris Woodham Jr. 
and served as administrator ol the 
estate when Aris died. To date, we 
did not know anything about one of 
Aris' daughter, Cynthia C. ("Sinthia", 
"Sen tha") Woodham. J. B. found among 
his grandfather's papers a document 
from the estate records of Aris show
ing Cynthia married R. A. A. Wright 
and they were living in Escambia 
County, Fla. in 1882. The record is 
a power of attorney issued by Cynthia 
to William Dossett to act on her be
half. Dossett was another son-in-
law of Aris. 

We hope to print this historic 
document in our first history book. 
Bessie and J.B. have turned into 
real experts in gathering family 
history--our thanks again! 

COUSINS VISIT OUR ENGLISH HOMELAND 

Several Woodham kinfolk made visits 
to England last year and two of them 
brought us back information on our 
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English ancestors. 
James Thomas C''Torn" l Woodham of At

lanta and owner of "The Potted Plant", 
discovered several Woodhams (with an 
~) buried at Chiddingstone and copieL,/ 
the tombstones for us. Torn is the son 
of Jack and Ruth Woodham of Bishop
ville, SC. 

Jean Woodham, formerly of Geneva Co., 
Ala. and now a famous Westport, Conn. 
sculptor, found numerous records in 
Essex County on our ancestors. "They 
date back to 1539 and they are too old 
to put on microfilm. It was amazing 
that they let you hold them and look 
through them," she said. She also 
found many records in London, dating 
back to the 1500's and others in Epp
ing. She found six Woodham families 
in the Epping telephone book and many 
listed in London. 

It seems that every time a Woodham 
travels, they always look in the tele
phone books for other Woodhams but 
don't think bringing back the names 
and addresses from those telephone 
books would be important. PLEASE--
the next time any of you visit England, 
tear out every page where you find a 
Woodham or Woodhams and send to uslV 

10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

The next edition of the floodham Fam
ily Journal will be our 10th Anniver
sary Commemorative Issue. We want 
this to be a very special newsletter, 
something we can treasure for years to 
come. It will have many special artic
les: family history; names of all rel
atives we know of who have died in the 
last ten years; list of everyone who 
has joined the Woodham Family Associa
tion (or Family Club as we were brief
ly called) since 1979; history of the 
Association and the National Reunion. 

The list of relatives who have died 
will not be complete unless you help. 
Please send us the names and dates of 
death of your loved ones who died in 
this period. To date, not one single 
person has sent in a name or obituary 
for this anniversary issue. It will 
be a shame for any kin to be left out 
because of a lot of people who don't , 
care enough to honor their memory. V 

This issue will be printed sometime 
this summer; only Association members 
who have paid the current year's dues 

will receive copies. 
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Woodham National Reunion 
EUFAULA, Ala.--If you missed the 
10th anniversary celebration of 
the Woodham National Reunion, you 
missed a lot of fun! 

We didn ' t plan it that way but 
the Eufaula Chamber of Commerce 
put on a tremendous show the same 
weekend: the "Lake Eufaula Expo 88" , 
a major expos i tion which attracted 
thousands of people . 

The event was held at Lakepoint 
State Resort Park , where we always 
gather on the Sunday before Memor
ial Day . There were numerous 
exhibits, an arts and crafts fair 

nd entertainment ranging from 
1urch choirs , square dancing teams , 

rock and roll bands , singing groups , 
beauty queens (including Miss Ala
bama ) , handbell choirs , gospel 
singers , high school bands and 
choirs, Indian dancing , world champ
ion turkey calling, fishing tourna
ment , gymnastics, water skiing and 
the famous singing group "Alabama", 
just to name a few. It also had 
demonstrations of fishing ski lls , 
quilting , weight lifting , Scout 
g roups , wildlife , the u. s. Army 
and other g roups . 

Visitors were treated to face 
painting , free prizes and gifts, 
free food , balloons , fireworks and 
a great festive atmosphere. It 
was a perfect event for a wonder
ful family reunion! 

Apparently, this is being planned 
as an annual event for Eufaula 
so we will have this to look for
ward to again at future family 
reunions . Let ' s hope so ! 

Relatives from such places as 
0than , Headland , Montgomery , 

Abbeville , Ozark , Midland City , 
Clayton , Eufaula , Enterprise in 
Alabama ; and Columbus , Iron City , 
Albany , LaGrange , Marietta and At-

Atlanta , Georgi a ; Moody , Tex.; Or lando, 
Panama Ci ty , Lynn Haven , Chip l ey and 
Tallahassee , Fla. were r epres ented at 
this year ' s Nati on~, Reunion . 

Progress on restoring our Woodham 
Family Cemetery at Newton , Alabama 
was discussed . Mrs . Juanita Carroll 
Woodham , wife of Ben H. Woodham and 
daughter of Ada Elizabeth Woodham , 
gave a preliminar y financia l report of 
the Cemetery Committee . To date, the 
Committee ha s raised mor e than $3 , 000 
from donati ons to pay for a chain l ink 
fence surroundi ng the slightly more 
than one acre cemetery , constr uction 
and erection of a metal archway over 
the gate and other expens es . The arch
way has metal letters reading : "Woodham 
Cemetery , Founded 1848". (see the 
separate story on cemetery) 

Plans for the first complete book 
ever written on our Woodham family 
history were announced by our histor
ian , Rober t Earl Woodham . We announ
ced this book l ast f a ll and so far , 
the Association has received less than 
20 orders for it . (see story o n book) 

As always happens , some folks turned 
up without making plans or reservations 
for motel rooms a n d couldn 't find one . 
A g roup from Orlando , Fla . came Satur
day and discovered every room in town 
full up and returned home that day , 
very disappointed . We warn every year 
that Eufaul a is a resort town and mo
tels fill up on holi day weekends . 

We always hold our Woodham National 
Reunion at Eufaula every Memorial Day 
weekend , so you should plan on this 
site and date every year . This is per 
manent : same time and place every year 
so that we don ' t have to wonder when 
and where . You should make your room 
or camping reservations well ahead of 
time . Since you know the same time & 
place e very year--don't make confli ct
ing plans for other events . 



Cemeteries should be treasure . • • not shame 
Cemetery fund set up 

1111 hanks to a lot of hard work and 
~ generous donations by a small 

group of Woodham descendants, the 
sacred burial grounds of our mothers 
and fathers has been removed from the 
"forgotten" list and restored to a 
place of dignity and pride. 

The Woodham Cemetery near Newton 
and Ozark, in Dale county, Ala. had 
become such an overgrown jungle that 
many graves could not be seen. Now, 
weeds, brush and vines are gone. 
Azaleas, japonicas and other flowers 
will soon take their place as relat
ives strive to turn it into a garden 
spot of beauty. 

The latest word from the Cemetery 
Committee is that the archway over 
the gate has been installed. It 
announces the name "Woodham Cemetery, 
founded 1848." The chain link fence 
which surrounds most of the land and 
the archway have been the biggest 
expenses of the committee thus far. 

Our next major expense will be for 
marking graves of as many relatives 
buried there who we can identify. We 
will install cement slabs on a temp
orary basis until we can afford nicer 
marble or granite tombstones. 

Mrs. Adrian Roper of Columbus, Ga. 
has already begun an effort to raise 
funds for a tombstone on the grave 
of her great great grandfather, 
Edward Harley Woodham Sr. and his 
wife, Sarah Dowling. We have asked 
Adrian to head a fund-raising campaign 
for both the family cemeteries. She 
was responsible for the campaign to 
buy our own copying machine. 

The Association will sponsor several 
fund-raising projects in the future 
to help pay for improvements at the 
cemeteries" Next spring, we plan to 
hold yard sales at Newton and Bishop
ville. Kinfolks will be asked to 
donate saleable items (clean out your 
attics, barns & closets); ladies will 
be asked to give baked goods. We 
Will welcome all types of handcrafts, 
tools, paintings, quilts, potted 
plants, etc. 

This will not be a one-time event; 
we hope to have several such sales. 
We also hope to turn them into real 
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HELP NEEDED 
extravaganza's as a combined craftsU 
fair, yard sale, bake sale and per
haps with entertainment also. 

We will have a raffle for a hand
made quilt. Adrian sewed a very 
beautiful quilt and sold tickets for 
it to raise funds for our copier. 
She will do the same for the cemetery 
fund. (see story on raffle) 

The Dale county Cemetery Committee 
has discussed purchase of additional 
land beside the cemetery for use as 
a park area. They propose building a 
picnic shelter where annual gather
ings can be held during a "decoration 
day". Fresh flowers would be placed 
on each grave to commemorate our de
ceased relatives. If this is done, 
we would seriously consider holding 
our Woodham National Reunion at the 
park from now on. 

We have done a wonderful job at the 
Alabama cemetery so faro Now, the 
same effort must be made to restore 
and preserve the oldest known Woodham 
burial site in America. The Woodhav 
Cemetery at Stokes Bridge in Lee Co. 
was founded probably in the late 
1790 1 s. If you are a Woodham or des
cendant of a Woodham, then your an
cestors are buried here: Edward Wood
ham Jro and his wife Mary are the 
Mother and Father of almost all the 
Woodhams from the South. 

Our most important task in Lee Co. 
must be to erect a chain link fence 
as we have done in Alabama. As soon 
as the cotton crop on the site is 
harvested, we will take steps to put 
up a temporary barricade around the 
cemetery until funds have been raised 
for the fence. 

Robert Earl has done a tremendous 
amount of research this year to try 
and identify every person buried at 
the cemeteries. He has also tried to 
identify all the veterans so we can 
order tombstones for them from the 
federal government. These are your 
ancestors: YOU should help preserve 
and protect them. 

Send your donations (and make youU 
checks to) Mrs. Adrian Roper, 5044 
Morris Ave., Columbus, Ga. 319040 
Spread the word about this project! 



Woodham Books 
U~le s s there is a ~ig change of hear~ by the Woodham f ami l y , s oon , t he very 
first book ever wri tten on Woodham histo ry wi l l also be the very l ast . We 

nounced this book a year ago and so far, we have onl y about 20 orders for 
Lt . If we could print books for free , we woul d g l adl y do all the work to 
~ather information , documents and write them--even if only 20 r elatives wer e 
interested . We would do this just to preserve our f amily heritag e . 

However , you just don ' t get books 
p r inted for free . Not only that , we 
must pay for our printing when it is 
done : we must have t he mon ey in hand 
when we print any thi ng . Even if we 
could get " credit", it sure would be 
embarrassing to print 500 books and 
only 20 relatives bought copies ! 

Unfortunately , we had the same 
lack of interest when we printed the 
"WOODHAM FAMILY INDEX " in 1985 . It 
isn ' t right that anyone should have 
to beg kinfolks to buy books about 
their own family . 

The FiRST book CJN OuR.. 

la1-1ily hlsfoRy (aNd 

j; Ro/;a1'Ly f/)£" Lasf ) 

Therefore , this "Volume I " of our history may be t he first and last book 
ever printed on our family . This is sad ; we cannot tell the story of a ll our 
family in j ust one book . We dreamed of printing severa l books over the next 
few years in order to mclude every descendant of our fami l y we could find . 
That won ' t be possible without family financial support to print the books . 

He lp us s pread the word-- if you want copies of your fami l y history-- they 
should be ordered now . 

"WOODHAM FAMLIY HISTORY , Volume I" 
"WOODHAM FAMILY I NDEX " 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM , Vo lume II " 

Woodham Family 

$20 
$25 
$20 

p lus $1 posta ge 
plus $1 postage 
plus $1 postage 

Association 
Support YOUR Association 

So far t his year , only 33 people have joined the Woodham Family Association . 
When you consider what we ~re trying to do fo r the family , that doesn ' t offer 
near enough funds (from membership dues) to get much done . It t akes money to 
print newsletters , postage to mail t hem , for office supp lies , copy machine 
supplies, notebooks , t ypewriter ribbons and much more-- just to keep going . And 
there are repairs , offi ce equipment and purchase of family r e cords from court
houses , et . Just this year alone , we have s pent more than $500 on on repairs 
o n the copier and t ypewriter-- far more than we have gotten during the whole 
year from membership due s . Add t o this t he expense of try ing t o hold a Nat
ional Reunion every year , trying to restore our family cemeteries , trying to 
s ave our family heritage and a lot of other things which we as a family should 
be doing and it becomes clear a lot of Woodham descendants a r en ' t shoulderi ng 
thei r family responsibility . YOU should be a part of this l 

We are faced with a major project now : our family cemeteries at Newton , Ala . 
and Bishopville , SC must be restored and preserved . Such a heavy financial 
burden sho uld be shared by all of us--not just a few . Membership dues are 
nly $10 a year ; that ' s not ver y much for your family . Join with your relat

~ves and take an active part in supporting YOUR family club . 
Send your membership dues of $10 a year to : 
Woodham Family Association , 1130 Celi a Drive , Co l umbus , Georgia 31907 . 
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1llrathn 
(NOTE: if a death in the 
family does not appear 
in your newsletter, it is 
because no one notified 
us. Please send us copies 
of all family obits you 
see in your local news
paper or tell us the de
tails in a letter). 

H. M. ("Jack") WOODHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Harris 
Middleton Woodham died 
in a Columbia, SC hospit
al 22 August, aged 70. 

Jack was born 17 Feb., 
1919 in Lee County, son 
of Ernest Edward Woodham 
and Era Esther Moore. 

He was an owner and 
operator of Tococobe Farms 
with his son-in-law and 
son; he was also a used 
car dealer. Jack was a 
member of Hebron Methodist 
Church, where he was a 
member of the Men's Club. 

Jack married Ruth Hanvey 
22 Dec., 1939. 

He was a charter mem-
ber of the Woodham Family 
Association and he and 
Ruth have been faithful 
supporters of the Assoc
iation since it was found
ed. He was also a faith
ful supporter of the 
South Carolina Woodham 
Reunion. 

Burial was at Hebron 
Methodist Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Mrs. Ruth Hanvey 
Woodham; daughter, Mrs. 
Virginia Woodham Beasley, 
Stokes Bridge; sons J. T. 
("Tom") Woodham, Atlanta, 
Ernest E. ("Skeet") Wood
ham, Stokes Bridge; bro
ther, Harvey D. Woodham, 
Bishopville; and five 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

Mrs. PERRY M. WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--Mrs. Bonnie 

Lee Carr Woodham died 
here 25 May, aged 62. 
She was the wife of 
Perry Marley Woodham. 

Bonnie was born in Dale 
County, daughter of Mr. 
& Mrs. Foy Carr. She 
married Perry 23 July, 
1949. They had four 
children. 

Burial was at Corinth 
Free Will Baptist Church 
Cemetery of Dale County. 

Survivors include her 
husband Perry; daughters 
Lois Ann Woodham, Midland 
City, Mrs. Colleen Wood
ham Blackshear, Dothan 
and Mrs. Virginia Woodham 
Wilson, Dothan; son Sam
my Carr, Slidell, La.; 
brother, O'Neal Carr, 
Ozark; 6 grandchildren. 
* * * 

BRAGG c. GATLING 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Bragg 
C. Gatling died in a 
Darlington hospital 6 
Aug., aged 78. 

Bragg was born in Lee 
County, son of Eva Wood
ham and Byron J. Gatling. 
He was a grandson of w. 
Braggwell Woodham. 

He was retired from the 
Kendall Company and a 
member of Hebron Metho
dist Church. 

Burials was at Hebron 
Methodist Cemetery. 

Survivors include his 
daughter, Mrs. Dorothy 
Frazier, Hartsville; 
sisters, Mrs. Harris 
Northcutt, Hartsville 
and Mrs. Joyce Woodham, 
Bishopville; and five 
grandchildren. 
* * * 

PATE c. SNELLGROVE 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Pate 
Colquitt Snellgrove, 85, 
died 2 8 Apri 1. 

Pate was the widower 
of Lera Eloise Woodham 
who died in 1976. He 
and Eloise were married 
9 June, 1924. They 

4 

Burial was at Plea
sant Ridge Baptist 
Churc.h Cemetery. 
Surviving are his wife, 
Mrs. Mary c. Snell
grove, Montgomery; d"-.) 
ghters Mrs. Christine 
Hayes, Ariton and Mrs. 
Sybil Burch, West Palm 
Beach, Fla.; son Gene 
E. Snellgrove, Catoosa, 
Okla.; nine grandchild
ren; 12 great grand
children. 
* * 
Mrs. A. D. WOODHAM Jr. 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Mrs. 
Diane Marie Spagnola 
Woodham, aged 37, died 
6 August. 

Diane was the wife 

* 

of Andrew Dowling Wood
ham Jr. She and And
rew were married 19 
June, 1982. 

Diane was born in 
Oak Park, Ill., daugh
ter of Robert c. Spag
nola and Marilyn Pro~ , 

She was employed bY',-' 
Builders Transport of 
Camden. Diane was a 
member of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. 

Burial was at Beth
lehem Cemetery here. 

Survivors include her 
husband Andrew; a son, 
Andrew Dowling ("Drew") 
Woodham III; parents, 
of Columbia; brother, 
R. P. Spagnola, Colum
bia; and grandmother, 
Mrs. Camille Spagnola, 
Columbia. 
* * * 

ROBERTA LEE WOODHAM 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Mrs. 
Roberta Lee (_"Bertha" ) 
Woodham Cauthen died 
here 8 May, aged 71. 

Bertha (_"Bertie") w;oc; 
born in Dale County, U 
daughter of Henry Clay
ton Woodham Sr. and 
Willie Orice Hughes. 

She had lived in Mont· 
gomery for a number of 
years. (cont. on pg 4) 
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Burial was .at Claybank 
Cemetery at Ozark. 

Survivors include a 
'"'ister, Mrs. Sybil Wood

ham Watkins, Montgomery; 
sister-in-law, Mrs. H. C. 
(Jean) Woodham Jr. and 
two nieces, all of Mont
gomery. 
* * * 

SARA BEASLEY McLENDON 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Mrs. 
Sara Boyd Beasley McLen
don, 75, died here 19 
June. 

Sara was born 30 Sept., 
1912 in Lee County, dau
ghter of Aurella Woodham 
and William Boyd Beasley. 

She was a granddaughter 
of Willis Josey Woodham. 

She was a member of 
Hebron Methodist Church. 

Burial was at Hebron 
Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include a 
r",on, Jesse L. McLendon, 

.,ansas City, Mo.; sister 
Mrs. Jane Beasley Duke, 
Bishopville; brother, 
F. M. ("Buster") Beasley, 
Bishopville; and a step 
granddaughter. 
* * * 

Mrs. W. GEORGE W. WOODHAM 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Mrs. 
Sybil Hortense Courson 
Woodham, 89, died here 
7 April. 

Hortense was the widow 
of William George Wash
ington Woodhamo They 
were married 7 July, 1918 
in Covington County, Alao 

Hortense was born 12 
Apr., 1898 in Pike Co., 
Ala., daughter of John 
Courson and Florence 
Darbyo 

Burial was at Memorial 
f"emetery hereo 

Surviving are a daugh
ter, Mrs. Billie Joyce 
Woodham Logan; sister, 

Alva Mae Courson; broth
ers Walter, Herbert & 
Gillis Courson; 2 grand
children; four great 
grandchild:i:en. 

* * 

Mrs. DUAL ERIC WOODHAM 

CONCORD, Ark.--Mrs. Ruby 
Alene Acklin Woodham 
died 26 April at age 79. 

Ruby was the wife of 
Duale Eric Woodham. 

Ruby vas born 8 Aug. , 
1919 at Velvet Ridge, 
Cleburne County, Arkansas, 
daughter of Joe Acklin 
and Darlee Weathers. 

She and Duale were 
married 25 Dec., 1946. 
They had two children. 

Ruby was a member of 
the Holiness Church. 

Burial was at Miller 
Cemetery at Heber 
Springs. 

Surviving are her hus
band Duale; daughter, 
Mrs. Sharon Alene Woodham 
Cooper, Concord; son 
Larry Lyndle (Lyndle) 
Woodham, Concord; sister, 
Mrs. Emily Smith; and 
three grandchildren. 
* * * 

Mrs. JOHN E. WOODHAM Sr. 

HARTSVILLE, sc--Mrs. 
Oleen Gibson Woodham 
died here 3 June at 
age 66. 

Oleen was the widow 
of John Edward Woodham 
Sr. who died in January. 

Oleen was born 12 Apr., 
1922, daughter of Ernest 
L. Gibson Sro and Aleen 
Weatherford. She was 
married first to True 
Steen and they had six 
childreno She married 
John in 19720 

Survivors include sons 
Kenneth, Ernest, Steve 
and Harvey Steen; dau
ghters M:'rs o Bernice S. 
Hopkins and Mrso Ellen 
s. Garnett; step-sons 
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John Edward Woodham Jr. 
and rred Tolson Wood
ham of Hartsville and 
Travis Beck Woodham, 
Florence. 
* * * 

News 
OZARK, Ala.--Michael 
Woodham, a 12th grader, 
Mary Rebecca Woodham & 

Chellie Lenorah Woodham 
of the 11th grade, were 
named to the 1987-88 
A-B Honor Roll of 
Carroll High School 
here. 
* * 
MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-
Derek Woodham of the 
first grade was named 

* 

to the A Honor Roll at 
Midland City Elementary 
School in May. 
* * * 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Stephen 
Woodham won distinction 
for the third weeks 
period last school year 
by being named to the 
A-B '.Honor Roll at Gir
ard Middle School. 
* * * 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Melanie 
Woodham of the third 
grade, was named to the 
All A's Honor Roll at 
Highland School here 
for her academic ach
ievements during the 
third period of last 
school year. 
* * * 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Leanna 
Michelle Woodham of 
Dothan was named to the 
winter quarter Dean's 
List for academic per
formance at Wallace 
community College here. 
COLUMBUS, Ga.--Robert 
Woodham received his 
Bachelor's degree from 
Columbus college here 
in May. 
* * * 
IRON CITY, Ga.--Wesley 
Logue, grandson of Lois 
(cont. on page 10) 



Aris Woodham Jr. 

A literal gold mine of "new" information has been discovered on our 
family, bringing to light many facts previously unknown to us. The \...I 

new information includes numerous obituaries (dating from the 1B70's to 
the present), newspaper articles, court records, family data, cemetery re
cords and more. 

Thanks to one of those obituaries, published more than 115 years ago, 
we now have a better understanding of the family of Aris Woodham Junior. 
Aris Jr. was the son of Aris Woodham Senior and Rachel Beasley. He was 
born at Stokes Bridge in Darlington County (now part of Lee County), South 
Carolina on 2 June, 1801. Aris Jr. married first about 181B to Rachel 
Richardson, daughter of Joseph Richardson. 

Aris Jr. and Rachel had at least six children, according to census and 
other records. Their known children were Joseph Reddick, who died as a 
soldier during the War Between the States at Pensacola, Fla.: Edward 
Christopher ("Chris", "C.C."); Elemiah; Prudence Jane and a daughter 
reported to be Martha. 

Rachel died about 1830. She was still living when the 1830 census was 
taken and that census shows she and Aris had six children living. 

Aris married Caron H. ("Carrie", "Karen") Riley on 25 Dec., 1831. Carrie 
was born 1810 in Darlington Co., daughter of John and Mary Riley. Some
time during the fall of 1833, the big migration of Woodhams and many rel
atives and neighbors began, which took them to Southeast Alabama. 

Carrie had at least 10 children: John Alexander was born in South Caro
lina, the rest in Alabama. Asa Edward apparently died as a child; the 
only other child I cannot find information on is a daughter, Ellen. All 
seven of Aris Junior's sons served as soldiers during the War Between the 
States (1861-65). Aris also had grandsons who served as soldiers. Ira 
Aris was never married: he died as a young man in the Confederate Army. '-" 
John Alexander had one son before he went off to warmd died. 

Carrie died 16 March, 1873 in Dale County, Alabama. She was buried in 
the Woodham Family Cemetery near their home. Aris married about 1875 to 
a widow, Clarissa Elizabeth, whose maiden name is unknown. Aris had more 
than 70 grandchildren, including infants who died young. Aris Jr. died 
in 1880 and is buried at the Woodham Cemetery. He was a farmer throughout 
his life. 

His descendants today are so numerous they could populate a small county. 
His oldest known son, Joseph Reddick, married Candice Riley. Candice was 
the niece of Caron. They had 11 known children: Aris, Pheriba, Martha 
Elizabeth, Reddick, Mary, Needham W., John Edward, Nancy Winifred (!'Winnie") 
Nellie Josephine, Elizabeth Ann l"Betsy") and Sarah Ann. 

Edward Christopher ("Chris") married first to Joanna Riley, a sister of 
Caron. They had 10 known children: Cynthia, John Wesley, Moses l"Mode"), 
William, Ira Edward, Thomas Latrell, Joseph Christoper, Uriah Daniel, 
Jasper Richard and Carrie Elizabeth. He married second to Louesta Kennedy 
and reportedly had two more sons. 

Elemiah married Lewis Bowden in 1837 and died about 1843. No children 
are known of hers as yet. 

Prudence Jane married John Wilson Dean in 1845 and moved to Tangipahoa 
Parisha, Louisiana. She had 11 known children: Krisie, Jaisia or Gincey, 
William A;, Matilda, Andrew, Mai:y,. Charles F., Pascal w., Elizabeth, Min
erva Chalnesy and Uriah.Dean. 

I cannot confirm the report of a daughter, Martha who married a Bagwell 1 , 
John Alexander married Rebecca Barnes and had one son, John Webster. '-.J 
Stephen Moses ("Mode") married Sarah Amanda Jane Galloway in 1856 and 

had at least five children: only John Wesley and Perry Caswell Sr. lived 
to adulthood. Stephen Moses' wife Sarah Amanda was the daughter of Eliz
abeth Woodham, a daughter of Athanasius Woodham. 
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Stephen Moses , Sarah Amanda and their son Perry Caswel l Sr. ( " Cas " ) and 
his wife are all buried in t he Woodham Cemetery . 

Mary married first to Joseph Maund and after his death , to Wil liam J . 
Dossett . I have no info on any of her chi ldren yet . 

Nelly (Nelli e) married Major Holland (_"Fox" ) Daughtry and had 10 known 
children : Cynthia Al roedia Ann , Mary H. l "Tis s y " ) , Sarah Jane , Martin J ., 
Albert O., Samuel Hilburn, James Wilburn, Ida , Cordelia (_"De lie " ) and 
Pheribe Daug htry. Nelly and Fox are also buried at the Woodham Cemetery . 

Cynthia married R. A. A. Wright and moved to Escambia County , Florida . 
We don ' t have any information on her family yet . 

Uriah married Elizabeth Jane Graham and moved t o Walton County , Florida . 
He ha d no chi ldren . 

Daniel Wil liam married Martha Ann Enfinger in 1869 . They had at least 
10 children , including five infants who died very young . The five who 
reached adulthood were Walter Lewis, Bartow E., Marvin Bishop, Mattie 
and Wi lliam Robertson. 

Aris Jr . obtained a federal homestead i n Barbour County when he first 
settled in Alabama . Hi s brother Athanasius received a homestead in nearby 
Henry County and their uncle Edward Harley Woodham Sr . homesteaded near 
the forks of the Choctawhatchee River in Dale County . Aris later sold his 
homestead in Barbour County and moved near his uncle . His home was in 
the forks of the river ·along what is today "Woodham Road" near Bagwell ' s 
Crossroads . You can see his farmland from U. S . Highway 231 southeast of 
Ozark . He homes teaded several tracts and bought several others a lso from · 
pri vate individuals . He amassed land holdings totaling at least 1 , 500 
and possibly more than 2 , 00 0 acres . 

The recently discovered obituary of Caron was printed in t he " Southern 
Christian Advocate ", the official pub lication of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church , South . It states she had been a faithfu l member of the Methodist 
Church throughout her life except for -~ few years when she attended a 
Missionary Baptist Church when no Methodist church was located nearby . 

The obituary also states Caron and Aris Jr . moved from South Carolina in 
1833 to Henry County , Alabama. However , this does not match with the fact 
Aris Jr . acquired his homestead in Ba rbour County . It further states they 
moved in 1834 to Dale County . 

One personal item included in the obituary was a very tender agreement 
Aris Jr . and Caron made with each other five years before she died o They 
developed a signal for the first one who died to u s e . In the event they 
could not speak , the signal woul d show that "all was well" with them . As 
she lay dying , Caron g ave Aris the sig nal and then passed on . 

It isn't often that we can discover such intimate knowledge of our an
cestors, especially those who died More than 100 years a go . That makes 
this particular obi t uary a rea l family treasure . 

When funds become available, we hope some day t o acquire other Woodham 
family obituaries which have been printed in such church publications as 
printed by the Baptist and Methodist churches . Very likely , an obituary 
was printed on Aris Jr . w'len he died in 1880. If we can find one , this 
will give us a precise date of his death . 

The graves of Aris Jr . and Caron at the Woodham Cemetery do not have 
tombstones . One of our major goa ls in restoration of t he two Woodham 
Cemeteries is to erect a tombstone on Aris Jr . and Caron' s g raves . This 
obituary will give us dates to inscribe on it, which we did not have . before. 
Their g raves are marked with rocks and iron rods . Mrs . Mellona Woodham 
recalls helping Powell A. Woodham of Newton, Mississippi place the iron 
rods at the g raves during the 1930's, when she was still a teenager . 

We would like to locate the exact burial site of Aris Junior ' s son 
Stephen Moses and his wife Sarah Amanda . I believe they are the graves 
surrounded by bricks on the same row as Aris and Caron but I have no proof 
of this . 
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The Meaning Of Christmas! 
, . zr hanksgiving and Christmas holidays have always meant II family" to me . 

\!..- When I was a kid, it was traditional for all my Woodham aunts , uncl es 
and cousins to gather each Thanksgiving and Christmas at Granny Woodham's 
(Mrs . John Wesley-Lillie- Woodham) home near Iron City , Georgia . 

I could see Mama ' s family more often than Daddy ' s since I spent most of 
my childhood in an adjoining county . Therefore a v isit to Granny ' s was 
always a treat in itself . During the holidays , the whole Woodham family 
gathered there , making this a real "family affair" . There was a lot of 
visiting during the holidays. One of our favorite games as kids was to 
discover the hiding place for Santa ' s presents at each cousin's home . Par
ents could be downright smart sometimes in picking hiding places! One 
particular Christmas , the g rownups were away and about nine of the grand
children , ranging in age from about three to 12 or 13 , formed a " search 
party" . Of four homes , only one eluded us . We searched everywhere--even 
the outhouse! We were ready to give up when Darrell (who was still at the 
age when he did about as much crawling as walking) crawled under the bed 
and let out a squeal of delight . We knew right away what that squeal meant. 
I still to this day can ' t believe Aunt Lois put one over on us by hiding 
Santa in such an obvious place . Under the bed? That was so easy we didn ' t 
evey bother to look !! 

The most exciting part of the holiday s for me came after the presents 
were opened : then came the trip to Granny ' s . The holiday s for us were a 
time for feasting . Growing up a country boy in the South during the 1940 ' s 
- 50 ' s meant things such as oranges and apples were almost a luxury and 
found at the average table only during the holidays . All the exotic nuts , 
fruits , pies and cakes were much more dazzling to me than toys under the 
Christmas tree . Both Mama ' s and Daddy ' s folks had homes with firepla ces 
in every room . We roasted nuts in those cozy fireplaces . 

I ' ll always remember Aunt Florence ' s specialty , ambrosia (no wonder the 
Greeks call it the "food of the Gods " ) . Granny had her own pecan trees so 
pecan pie and sweet potato scuffle with pecans were always delicacies I 
looked foward to . And Granny ' s biscuits; Mama said Granny Woodham cooked 
more biscuits in her life than anyone she knew--and the best ! 

The holiday meals were truely worth waiting a whole year for . What a 
feast! It was like a cattle stampede when dinner was finally served. 
Afterward , you always heard the same thing, year after year : "I ' ll never 
eat that much again the rest of my life . " The girls would take a walk-
this was supposed to be "walking it off"--to get rid of all those rich cal
ories . When it came time to wash dishes , Aunt Florence and Betty Ann hid 
in the outhouse . By mid- afternoon , we were back at the table agai n (never 
mind those vows never to eat again) . Boy , could we eat! 

Sometimes, the menfolks would cook up a big batch of that famous Seminole 
County jollop . It can be made with any t ype game , bird or fish . but my 
favorite is turkey jollop . 

Our tradition of spending the holidays at Granny ' s continued until the 
old homeplace burned in the mid- 1960 ' s . Granny spent her last year i n a 
nursing home and died in 1969 . Our family has g athered for a holiday only 
one time since then: Thanksgiving , 1978 . During the span of more than 10 
years when we did not gather , the grandchildren grew upmd had children of 
their own . When we met in 1978 , we were surprised to see how our family 
had grown in numbers ; some of us were saddened to realize there were those 
among us who did not know each other . Today , Granny ' s family has spread 
all over the country ; now , the grandchildren are g randp arents . I have nor 
~eensome of my first cousins in 20 years . 

Those holiday s I spent with my kinfolks were the fondest memories I have : 
I will always cherish them . Those were wonderful times . I hope your 
holidays this year will be as wonderful for you . Merry Christma~ and 

happy New Year! 
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WEDDINGS 
(NOTE: when you hear of a marriage 

"in the family, please let us know 
• the details. We would like to 

print ever wedding in the family 
newsletter) 

WOODHAM 

GRACEVILLE, Fla.--Tammy Michelle 
Woodham and Charles Glenn Flournoy 
were married at Bethel Baptist 
Church 12 March. 

Tammy is the daughter of Wendell 
Watez Woodham and his wife Patsy 
Brown. She is a granddaughter of 
the late John Early Woodham and 
Walcie Lee Ballard. 

Charles Glenn is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Flournoy of Slocomb, 
Ala. He is a grandson of the late 
Lee Flournoy. 

* * * 
WOODHAM DAWSON 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Guthrie Welborn 
- Woodham III and Merry Denise Dawson 
, ~were married 23 June at Wesley 

Memorial Methodist Church in 
Columbia, SC. 

Guthrie is the son of Mrs. Minnie 
Lee Rhodes Woodham of Bishopville 
and the late G. W. Woodham Jr. He 
is a grandson of the late Guthrie 
W. ("Gus") Woodham Sr. and Eva 
Esther Dowling. 

Merry Denise is the daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Henry Dawson of 
Columbia. 

* * 
WOODHAM GILLEY 

* 

DOTHAN, Ala.--John Bert Woodham and 
Lisa Fran Gilley were married at 
Bay Springs Baptist Church of Wicks
burg on 11 June. 

Bert is the son of John Doyle 
Woodham and Sara Lois Carpenter of 
Houston County, Ala. He is a 
grandson of the late Ford John 
Woodham and Quillie Thames. 

r",, Bert is a graduate of Wicksburg 
High School, where he was an out
standing football player. He is 
presently employed by Woodham's 
Cabinet Shop, owned by his father. 
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Lisa is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert E. Gilley of Dothan. She is 
a granddaughter of Mrs. Frances s. 
Riley and the late Herman Stephens 
and Mr. & Mrs. E. E. Gilley. 

She is a graduate of Wicksburg High 
School and is a mathmatics major at 
Troy State University of Dothan. She 
is employed by Speech Pathology Service 
of Dothan. 
* * * 

WOODHAM WATKINS 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Darlene Kaye Woodham 
and Lewis Colman Watkins were married 
at Hebron Methodist Church in the 
Stokes Bridge Community on 10 Sept. 

Darlene is the daughter of Charles 
Ray Woodham and Curlen Trulock of the 
Stokes Bridge Community. She is a 
granddaughter of the late Charlie 
Woodham and Evelyn Hendrix. 

Darlene is a graduate of Robert E. 
Lee Academy and received an associate 
degree in secretarial science from 
Florence-Darlington Technical College. 
She is now employed as a medical tran
scriptionist at Lee County Memorial 
Hospital. 

Lewis is the son of Mrso ,Ruby Wat
kins of Bishopville and the late 
Harvey Watkins. He is a graduate 
of Bishopville High School and is now 
employed as operator of the waste 
water treatment plant of Reeves 
Brothers, Inc. 

The couple is living in Bishopville. 
* * * 

WOODHAM HILL 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Tammy Beatrice 
ham and James Richard Hill were to be 
married 17 Dec. here at First Baptist 
Church. 

Tammy is the daughter of Leslie Greg~ 
ory Woodham and Nancy Morgan Horton. 
She is the granddaughter of the late 
Leslie English Woodham and Mary Watts. 

She is a graduate of Robert E. Lee 
Academy of Bishopville and will receive 
a bachelors degree in business admin
istration from Francis Marion College 
of Florence in December. 

James is the son of Mr. & Mrs. James 
Henry Hill. He is a graduate of 
Sumter Academy in Sumter. He received 
an associate degree in biomedical el
ectronics from Midlands Tech. College. 



News cont . from pg . 4 

Woodham Cross and son of Kathryn 
Cross and Burly Logue , was elected 
to the first Associated Student Body 
(student council) ever named at 
Seminole County High School of Donal
sonville. Wes is a senior from 
Iron City . 
* * * 

Win! great ticket price for $1 

You can help restore your Woodham 
Family Cemeteries and get a bargain 
for yourself at the same time by 
purchasing tickets for the quilt 
raffle we are s ponsoring . 

The quilt is being handmade by 
Adrian Hundley Roper of Columbus , 
Ga ., daughter of Tessie Inez Woodham . 
Adrian was responsible for the drive 
to buy our own copying machine . She 
also sewed a very beautiful quilt 
and raffled tickets during that cam
paign--which brought in $340 . Since 
her retirement, Adrian has devoted 
much time to quilting and is an 
expert . Her quilts will match the 
best you can find in the big Atlanta 
flea markets . Any of her quilts 

Woodham 

would make a wonderful heirloom or 
a beautiful gift . 

And don ' t forget--when you buy your 
raffle tickets , the proceeds will 
help restore our two family cemeterir -

Tickets for the quil t are $1 each 
and you can purchase as many chances 
as you want . The drawing will be held 
at our next National Reunion in May 
(you don ' t have to be present to win) . 
Send your orders for tickets to 
Adrian Roper, 5044 Morris Avenue , 
Columbus , Ga . 31904 . 
* * * 
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Historic Landmark Escapes Destruction 

Our Woodham Family Cemetery in 
Dale County, Alabama came very 

close to serious damage recently 
at the hands of a deve:loper who want
ed to make a big profit off the 
graves of our relatives. 

This nightmare began last fall 
when Wade Keller (an Ozark CPA and 
developer) bought the land around 
the cemetery from James Crooks. Ke 1-
ler wrote to Robert Earl, claiming 
he "owned" the Woodham Cemetery and 
wanted to "sell" it back to the 
Woodham family. He made an offer of 
$10,000 for what he claimed was only 

"out one-half an acre--it is actual
} larger than an acre. 

Adrian Roper of Columbus, Ga. 
(daughter of the late Tessie Inez 

Woodham Hundley) dropped by Robert 
Earl's apartment in early February 
and found him worried and nervous 
about the cemetery. "I have one of 
those gut feelings of mine that the 
cemetery is in real danger," he told 
Adrian. He was agonizing over the 
fact his old car would not make the 
trip to Alabama to see about the 
danger. Adrian volunteered to take 
him down. The two spent most of the 
day at the Dale County courthouse 
in Ozark. Robert Earl did a title 
trace on the land around the ceme
tery and tracked down each sale of 
the land since 1986 when it was sold 
to Keller, all the way back to 1890. 

He bought xerox copies of each 
deed when it was sold during those 
96 years. The Dale County court
house burned in 1884 and all public 
,....cords were destroyed, so no deeds 
f ~st on this land prior to 1890. 

Thank God that 1890 deed contain
ed a "deed reservation" stating all 
the land was being sold " ... except 
the one acre belonging to the Grave 
Yard." 

That clause was all we needed. Rob
ert Earl then went to the Tax Assess
or's Office to make sure the cemetery 
was registered as a tax-exempt site. 
It was but their records were wrong. 
They had used an aerial photo to plot 
the cemetery onto a tax map and mis
took a nearby 50 foot by 50 foot fish 
camp shed for the cemetery. When he 
showed them the 1890 deed, Tax Offic
ial David Rogers said "You' re right, 
it is one acre; maybe more." He 
corrected it on an official tax map. 

Adrian and Robert Earl left and 
went straight to James Ople ("Jim") 
Woodham's store-resturant on US 231 
near the cemetery. Jim took Robert 
Earl down to the cemetery and they 
discovered Kel,ler had just bulldozed 
a road through part of the cemetery. 

The northern half of the graveyard 
has no tombstones but once had rocks 
and bricks marking many graves. Keller 
bulldozed this area clean and and 
made the first "cut" of a road through 
this part. He planned to come back 
and deepen the cut to a gradual slope. 
The cut was about l½ feet deep. 

The gut feeling of danger turned out 
to be very real! 

We called Keller immediately. At 
first, he did not want to meet with 
Robert Earl, saying he had too many 
appointments that night. However Rob
ert Earl said he would wait until 
midnight if necessary. Jim called a 
few relatives and told them "Robert 
Earl is here and he's found something 
on the cemetery." That was all it 
took; by the time Keller arrived, the 
place was full of kinfolks. 

Robert Earl laid out the copies of 
deeds in front of Keller, along with 
a large tax map and aerial photo from 
the Tax Assessor's Office. 

"You do not own our family cemetery," 
(continued on page 2) 



CEMETERY, continued from page 1 

Robert Earl told Keller, adding "It 
has never been sold to anyone." 
Keller finally admitted he did not 
own the cemetery after seeing such 
overwhelming evidence. 

As if this were not enough of a 
shock for a greedy developer, Robert 
Earl gave Keller another big shock. 
Keller had widened a narrow dirt 
lane on one side of the cemetery 
into a full-sized road. He had com
pleted foundation work, put in dit
ches and was ready to pave the road 
leading into land he is going to 
se 11 of as lots. 

Keller was dumbfounded when Rob
ert Earl announced "This road isn't 
your private property. You are 
about to pave a public road. This 
is and always has been a public 
road." Robert Earl also informed 
Keller "You have cornrni tted a crime 
by bulldozing a road through this 
cemetery. Do not bring a bulldozer 
onto this property again," he warned. 

Some relatives had visited the 
courthouse in hopes of finding any 
possible records to prove Keller 
did not own our cemetery. Some 
even hired some lawyers. No one 
was able to locate anything however, 
until Robert Earl discovered the 
1890 deed and others. 

"All it took was for the top man 
to be here and set things right," 
said Jim Woodham. 

Sometimes it takes a crisis such 
as this to get folks to do some
thing. A growing number of kinfolks 
have certainly rallied to face this 
danger. We owe a tremendous debt 
of gratitude to those who have lab
ored to clean up the site and to 
those who have donated funds for 
its restoration. 

This cemetery crisis is the best 
example for why we need a national 
family club; there is a strong poss
ib1lity we could have lost our ceme
tery if it were not for the Woodham 
Family Association. 

None of us acting alone can acc
omplish very much for our family. 
But we can do might things if we 
act together as a family. 

When the Association was formed, 
we got off track and became divided 
before we had a chance to create a 

real family club. For nine years, 
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a handful of us have worked very hard 
to build a strong organization for 
all of us to rally around. 

Now, for the first time in many 
years (since our first and second Na~
ional Reunions), we are experiencin<U 
a new unity among our relatives and a 
real feeling of FAMILY. This was a 
primary goal of the Association when 
it was founded. We have planted the 
seed of family unity once again. This 
time, we must ensure that it grows 
stronger. 

Woodham National Reunion 
The crisis we faced with our Woodham 
Family Cemetery has had a surprising 
but wonderful side effect in creating 
renewed interest in our Woodham Nat
ional Reunion. It couldn't have come 
at a better time: this year, we cele
brate our 10th Anniversary reunion. 

We are planning two days of activit
ies, beginning with a cookout at noon 
in Lakepoint State Park's picnic area 
on Saturday, 28 May. The rest of the 
day we will meet at Eufaula Inn (form
erly the Holiday Inn) in downtown. We 
will eat together at the Inn Saturd· 
night and have a gathering at the 
amphitheater next to the motel over
looking the lake. We hope some of 
you will volunteer to provide enter
tainment that night. Bring your fire 
works for our own fireworks display, 
to make this a real celebration. 

We will have a lot of the Woodham 
family records on display at the mote 
Saturday afternoon. Throughout the 
reunion, we will have our own copying 
machine on hand, so please bring fam
ily Bibles, old letters, high school 
diplomas, birth and death certificate 
and other records for us to copy. 
Bring your pictures and photo albums 
to display. 

On Sunday, 29 May, all activities 
will take place at the picnic area of 
Lakepoint State Park. Bring a picnic 
basket and spread together at noon. 

Our family colors are red and white 
and our family symbol is the white 
rose. Please wear red and white all 
weekend. On Sunday, if your Woodh 
ancestor is living, wear a red rose 
if they are dead, wear a white rose. 
Please try to bring bouquets of red 
and white roses to use for decoration. 
SHOW YOUR COLORS! 



. Order ,# Woodham Books 
llfll he first complete history ever written about the Woodham family is now 
~ underway, sponsored by the Woodham Family Association. We printed a 

small booklet in 1980 with a brief history but that was just something to 
"tide us over" until a full sized, comprehensive history could be prepared. 

The "WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" will cover our beginnings in England 
and our American family since the year 1655 when our first American ances
tor settled in Virginia, up through the 1800 1 s. The "HISTORY" will be a 
full sized book, containing about 120 or more pages. 

The "HISTORY" will contain copies of historic documents on Woodhams dating 
back to the 1600's. You will be able to see copies of actual courthouse 
records from the 1690's, military records, land grants, tax lists and other 
records from the 1600's and 1700's. We will have a copy of the receipt 
showing payment to our ancestor Edward Woodham Junior by the State of North 
Carolina for his service as a soldier during the Revolutionary War; a copy 
of his will dated 1820; copies of land surveys and land grants where Wood
hams obtained land from the Royal government of the Colony of North Carol
ina during the 1700's. 

The "HISTORY" is being compiled by Robert Earl Woodham, the Woodham Family 
Historian. His hobby for more than 35 years has been research on our Wood
ham family, both living relatives and our ancestors. When he decided to 
write a book or books about the family back in the 1970's, only three or 
four people had any idea whatsoever about our ancestors in the 1700's. 
Many relatives did not know who their Woodham grandparents were and the 

~ majority could not te 11 who their great grandparents were• much less any
thing about them. 

Now, for the first time 
we and our children 
after us, will be able 
to know and understand 
our family heritage. 
This proud past was 
"lost" to generations 

WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY 

of our family but our 
new book will preserve 
it for the future. 

We are also working on "WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II". Our second 
volume of family pictures will attempt to show relatives from all over the 
nation. It will include very old photos from the 1800's and recent ones. 
Up to l½ hours of work was spent on each page of our first PHOTO ALBUM 
on art work: each picture had some kid of frame. We hope to devote just 
as much effort to "Volume II". This is the Association's way of helping 
gather and preserve pictures of our family for future generations. 

As with all our printing, we must collect funds in advance to pay for the 
printing costs. The sooner we have enough orders to pay for printing the 
two books, the quick we can get them published and start on other books. 

,-.. The prices below are for current members of the Woodham Family Association. 
f 1 For non-members, please add $10 for each book. 

"WOODHAM FAMILY HISTORY, Volume I" 
"WOODHAM FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, Volume II" 
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$20 
$10 

plus $1 postage 
plus $1 postage 



R
obert Earl Woodham announced in 1979 when he founded the Woodham Family 
Association that one of our primary goals would be to restore and pre

serve our Woodham family cemeteries near Bishopville, South Carolina and 
Ozark, Alabama. The recent crisis over the Woodham Family Cemetery at 
Ozark has forced us to treat this project with more urgency. 

V 

The hard lessons we have learned from what happened to both cemeteries 
has taught us we cannot sit idly and wait for someone else to do some
thing. Our historic South Carolina Woodham Cemetery, site of the oldest 
marked Woodham graves in America and resting place of the "father" and 
"mother" of 99 per cent of the Woodhams in America, has been completely 
destroyed and plowed over. 

After we provide "protection" for both these cemeteries, the next most 
important task must be to identify all the people who are buried in each 
one. It will be even harder for the South Carolina cemetery since that 
graveyard is so old and all the tombstones have disappeared. There are 
several dozen relatives (including infants) buried at the Dale County, Ala. 
cemetery in graves without tombstones. It will take a lot of effort to 
identify these relatives before we can begin to erect tombstones for them. 

There are now only a few relatives still living who can point out the 
unmarked graves and tell us who they are. We have already interviewed 
some elderly people in the area and hope to talk to more this summer. 

In addition to personal interviews with living people, we will see infor
mation from obituaries in old newspapers and from death certificates to 
identify others who might be buried in both cemeteries. I have been look-V 
ing for obituaries of people buried in the Alabama cemetery for years. I 
was told a long time ago that Perry Caswell ("Cas") Woodham and his wife 
Amanda Jane were buried here but had no proof. I have searched old Dale 
County newspapers at Alabama State Archives in Montgomery; I have looked 
for proof on Cas for more than 20 years. In March, I finally discovered 
an unlabeled volume of old newspapers in the courthouse at Ozark. I 
found his obituary and a front-page story about his son, Eustice Houston 
Woodham and his Wife May and May's sister all being killed in a car wreck 
on their way to attend Cas' funeral. I hope to be able to Montgomery this 
summer and search more old papers to look for other burials. 

This cemetery was founded as a family graveyard probably in the 1840's 
on land owned by Edward Harley Woodham Senior. I have put together a note
book full of records on the cemetery containing everything I can find on 
both cemeteries. 

I have prepared a map showing land owned by Woodhams and relatives for 
several miles around the cemetery, for the period from 1836 to about 1900. 
This property map has helped tremendously to show who lived near the ceme
tery and who are likely buried there. I have also prepared a detailed map 
of the cemetery itself, showing all identifiable graves and showing the 
names of the known burials. 

I have prepared a list of all people known to be buried here and also a 
list of those believed to be buried here but for whom we have no positive 
proof as yet. I have worked on this list of burials for many years. In 
1986, we printed a list of tombstone inscriptions from the Alabama Cemetery. 
These inscriptions represent one of three categories: burials with tomb
stones; known burials which have no tombstones; and people believed to U 
be buried here but for whom no positive proof has been found yet. 

If you know of burials at the cemetery, we urge your help in identifying 
their graves. 
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Qtemeterp 
~ 

Starting this 
surnmer, we 

will begin mark
. ing every known 
grave in the 
cemetery with 
cement slabs. 
These will be 
11 temporary" un
til we can aff
ord nicer 
marble or gran
ite tombstones. 

These are the 
known burials 
in the Dale 
County Woodham 
Cemetery whose 
graves have no 

"tombstones: 

Edward Harley Woodham Sr(l785-1865) 
and his wife Sarah 

Aris Woodham Junior (1801-1880) 
and is 2nd wife Caron Riley 

Steven Moses Woodham (.1834-1908) 
and his wife Sarah Galloway 

Perry Caswell ("Cas") 
Woodham (1868-1932) 

and his wife Amanda Jane Corley 

Perthenia (1817-185-) 
1st wife of Presley N. Woodham 

Nancy Adkins (1823-19--) 
2nd wife of Presley N. Woodham 

Rachel Woodham (1823-18--) 
(', dau. of Edward H. Woodham Sr. 

wife of J.B. Daughtry 

William H. Stevens 

J. T. Cannon 5 

By ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 
Editor 

Richard E. L. Woodham (1830-186-) 
and his two daughters 

Richard Ira Woodham (1821-1848) 

Frederick Woodham (1806-1854) 
and his wife, Mary Ann 

Hillary Hopewell Woodham (1832-18--) 
and his wife, I. Beniter' 

UNCONFIRMED BURIALS: 

Uriah Daniel Woodham 
and his wife Sarah Frances Woodham 
five infants and children of Uriah 

three infants of Daniel W. Woodham 

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS for restorat
ion to: Mrs. Juanita Woodham, Rt. 1 
Box 231, Midland City, Alabama 
36350 



1 mtutqs I 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: if the obituary of 
your relative does not appear in the 
family newsletter, it is because you 
did not make the effort to tell us 
about their death. PLEASE write and 
tell us when a relative dies) 

JOHN EDWARD WOODHAM Senior 

HARTSVILLE, SC--John Edward Woodham 
Senior died here 6 Jan., at age 65. 

John was born in Lee County, SC, 
on 29 July, 1922. He was the son of 
Travis Woodham and Annie Fields; and 
a grandson of John Edward ("Alabama 
John") Woodham and Laura G. Ha .. He 
was a great grandson of William Ed
ward Woodham who left South Carolina 
and settled in Dale County, Alabama 
in 1854. William Edward's son John 
Edward later moved back to South 
Carolina. 

John was a veteran of the US Army 
during World War II. He served in 
France, the German Rhineland and 
participated in the Battle of the 
Ardennes. He had been employed by 
Burlington Mills and was a retired 
employee of Sonoco Products Co. here. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Oleen Steen Woodham; sons John Ed
ward Woodham Jr. and Fred Tolson 
Woodham, both of Hartsville and 
Travis Beck Woodham, Florence; moth
er Mrs. Annie McKenzie, Hartsville; 
four step-sons, Kenneth, Ernest, 
Steve and Harvey Steen and step
daughters Mrs. Bernice Hopkins and 
Mrs. Ellen Garnett; 18 grandchild
ren; one great grandchild. 

Burial was at Savannah Advent 
Church Cemetery near Bishopville. 
* 

ELIAS 
SON OF 

* 
TAFT (TAFT) 

GUSSIE C. 
MATHISON, 

WOODHAM 

ABBEVILLE, Ala.--Elias Taft (Taft) 
Mathison died here 6 Mar., aged 78. 

Taft was born 25 June, 1909, son 

* 

of Gussie Cleveland (Gussie "Cleavie") 
Woodham and George A. Mathison. His 
mother died about a year ago, the 
oldest Woodham who ever lived in 
America. 

Taft was a veteran of World War 
II, a member of Masonic Lodge No. 
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91, a past superintendent of the Abbe
ville Methodist Church Sunday School 
and a retired foreman with the Henry 
County Road Department. 

Taft had been elected to serve tw~ . 
terms on the Abbeville City Council.'-' 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Willie 
Mae Fillingim Mathison; sons Carey 
Mathison, Aiken, SC and Douglas W. 
Mathison, Nashua, New Hampshire; sis
ters Mrs. Maxine Knowles, Newville and 
Mrs. Pennie Carroll, Clayton; four 
grandsons. 

Burial was at Abbeville Memorial 
Cemetery. 
* * * 

TULLIS WOODHAM DIES IN MICHIGAN 

MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich.--Tullis Woodham 
died in 1987, date and age unknown. 

Tullis was born probably during 
the 1930 1 s in Alabama, son of James 
Ivy Woodham and Mary Edna Teal. He 
had lived in Michigan several years. 

We have been unable to get a response 
from his wodow so we have no further 
information. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Betsy Woodham; brothers Melvin Woodh?TTI 
Sr., Dothan, Ala.; Billy Mack WoodhV 
and James Bryan Woodham. 
* 

JAMES 
OZARK 

ROBERT 
AFTER 

* 
WOODHAM 

A LONG 
DIES IN 

ILLNESS 

OZARK, Ala.--James Robert Woodham died 
8 Dec., 1987, aged 64. 

Robert was born 9 Apr., 1924 at 
Tumbleton in Henry County, son of 
Robert ("Bob") Woodham and Cassie Gal
loway. He had lived in Ozark for sev
eral years, 

Robert was a veteran of World War II. 
He was a retired employee of General 
Telephone Co. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Tavie Shields Woodham; daughter, Mrs. 
Gloria Jean Woodham Sievere, Ozark; 
sons Robert Glenn (Glenn) Woodham, Free 
ericksburg, Va., Larry Eugene Woodham 
and Joe Michael Woodham, both of Ozark; 
sisters Mrs. Myra Nell Woodham Roberts, 
Midland City and Mrs. Martha Gale Wood
hamRobinson, Dothan; brothers Travi~ ; 
G, Woodham and Joseph Harold (Harol~ 
Woodham, both of Dothan; 10 grandchild
ren; one great grandchild. 

Burial was at Woodlawn Memory Gardens 

Cemetery in Ozark. 



continued ... 

CHESTER WESLEY (n Dick") 
DIES AT FLORIDA NURSING 

WOODHAM 
HOME 

~UINCY, Fla. --Chester Wesley ("Dick") 
Woodham died at a nursing home here 
25 Jan., aged 74. 

Chester was born 4 Sept., 1911 in 
Geneva County, Ala., son of Charles 
Lafayette Woodham and Eliza Jane 
Hall. He was a grandson of Moses 
and Elizabeth Peacock Woodham. 

Chester lived most of his life in 
Dothan, Ala. and was a retired roof
ing contractor. He attended First 
Presbyterian Church in Dothan. 

Burial was in Memory Hill Ceme
tery at Dothan. 

Survivors include two sons, Felton 
Earl Woodham, Dothan, Ala. and 
Sheriff William Albert ("W.A. ") 
Woodham, Quincy; sisters Mrs. Mae 
Belle Woodham Bond and Mrs. Verlon 
Woodham Christie, both of Dothan 
and Mrs. Ethel Woodham Tew, Slocomb; 
brother, Perry w. Woodham, Dothan; 
five grandchildren. 
* * * 

r'I JESSE 
TEXAS: 

JACKSON 
HUSBAND 

PAYNE DIES IN 
OF WANDA WOODHAM 

OZARK, Ala.--Jesse Jackson Payne 
died 12 Jan. in San Antonio, Tex. 

Jesse married Wanda Wilma Woodham 
on 24 Dec., 1946. She is the dau
ghter of Jasper R. Woodham Sr. 

Jesse was a retired Senior Master 
Sergeant with the US Air Force. He 
had served in the Army and Army Air 
Corps during World War II and re
tired in 1968 after 30 years. 

He was a Master Mason and member 
of Ozark Masonic Lodge 349; a 32nd 
degree Mason in the Scottish Tem
ple and a native of Dale County. 

Burial was at Woodlawn Memory 
Gardens Cemetery here. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Wanda Woodham Payne; daughter Mrs. 
Sherrye Payne Morgan, Olympia, Wa.; 
sons Jim Payne, Anchorage, Alaska 
and Larry Payne, Jacksonville, Ala. 
mother, Mrs. Ester E. Payne, Gat-

-J_inburg, Tenn; a sister and 2 bro
r lhers; six grandchildren. 

* * * 
SPEND SOME TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY 

at your Woodham National Reunion. 
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Woodham Honored 

QUINCY, Fla.--The "Florida Government 
News" published a feature article of 
several pages in its December-January 
issue about Gadsden County Sheriff 
William Albert ("W.A") Woodham. 

w. A. is now serving his 16th year 
as Sheriff of Gadsden County. He was 
first appointed sheriff in Apr., 1971 
by Governor Reubin Askew to fill the 
post when a sheriff died. W. A. ran 
for election in 1971 and has since won 
relections in 1976, 1980 and 1984. He 
operates with a staff of 50 people. 

The magazine article was full of ad
vertisements by Gadsden businesses, 
offering congratulations and thanks 
to W.A. for his good work as sheriff, 
strong evidence of support for W. A. 
by the community. 

w. A. was born in 1941 at Dothan, 
Ala., son of Chester Wesley Woodham 
and Lilla Mae Holloway. He is a grad
uate of Chipola Junior College and 
Florida State University. He served 
as a Florida State Trooper before be
coming a counselor for the Gadsden 
County Juvenile Court. 

He has been elected president of 
Florida Sheriff's Association, Quincy 
Rotary Club and has been appointed to 
serve on several state commissions. 

W. A. is married to Donna Beth Mc
clennan and they have three daughters, 
Amy, Laurie and Emily. 
* * * 

WHERE'S THE BEEF?--JASON HAS IT! 

CHIPLEY, Fla.--Jason Woodham won the 
Grand Champion ribbon at the recent 
4th annual Washington-Holmes Fat Stock 
Show sponsored by the Washington
Holmes County Cattlemen's Association. 

Jason is a student at Bethlehem High 
School and a member of the Future Far
mers of America. His 1,255 pound 
steer won out over six others to take 
1st place in the heavyweight division. 
The steer was purchased by Chipley 
Livestock for $1.35 a pound. We don't 
know who Jason's parents are. Cong
ratulations, Jason! 
* * * 

FIREWORKS DISPLAY AT 10th REUNION 
Be sure and bring your fireworks for 
the reunion, Saturday night at Eufaula 
Inn. 



Weddings 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: if the marriage of 
a relative does not appear in the 
family newsletter, it is because 
you did not tell us) 

WOODHAM LAWRENCE 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Pamela Gayle 
Woodham and Keith Melvin Lawrence 
were married 6 Nov., 1987. 

Pam is the daughter of David 
Wilson Woodham and Janis Faye 
Chandler of Midland City. 

Keith is the son of Louie Law
rence and Doris R. Stephenson. 
* * 

MOORE BRAMLETT 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Eva Anne Moore 

* 

and Alfred Allan Bramlett were mar
ried at Savannah Advent Christian 
Church 5 March. 

Eva Anne is the daughter of Lill
ian Harvey Woodham and her husband 
Heyward Jennings Moore. She is the 
granddaughter of Harvey Dubose 
Woodham and Joyce Gatlin. 

Eva Anne is a graduate of Robert 
E, Lee Academy here and attended 
Florence-Darlington Technical Col
lege. She is a buyer for Belk's 
Department Store in Hartsville. 

Alfred is the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Colemand L. Bramlett and grandson 
of the late Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Bram
lett. He is a graduate of R. E. Lee 
Academy and Sumter Area Technical 
College. He is employed with 
Suburban Propane Gas Co. 

The couple is residing in Bishop
ville following their honeymoon to 
Orlando, Florida. 
* * * 

WOODHAM BAXTER 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Calvin Ernest Woodham 
and Leona Deanne Baxter Tillery 
were married here 12 Dec., 1987. 

Calvin is the son of Calvin Cool
idge Woodham and the late Mozelle 
Brown and his step-mother, Mrs. 
Edith Woodham of Rehobeth. 

The bride is the daughter of Ed-

ward L. Baxter and Helen D. Peters. 
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WOODHAM JENKINS 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Olivia DelRece Woodham 
and William Henry Jenkins were married 
2 5 July, 19 8 7. l , 

Olivia is the daughter of s. J. an¥ 
Lauralene Hodges Woodham of Dothan. 
She is the granddaughter of the late 
Willie Earnest Woodham and Lennie 
Estelle Carroll. 

William is the son of Thomas Jenkins 
and Geraldine Clements. 
* * 
illirtq 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Hugh 
Woodham announce the birth of their 
son, David Ramey on 24 Jan. David 
was born at Flowers Hospital here, He 
is the grandson of John Hugh Woodham 
and Dean Paul of Ashford .. 

News 

* 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Mrs, Bessie Daughtry, 
wife of J.B. Daughtry of Dothan, was 
recently installed as chairman for the 
coming year of the Retired Military 
Officers' Wives Club of Dothan. J.B. 
is the grandson of Nellie Woodham an~ 
Najar H. ("Fox") Daughtry. He is a U 
retired us Army lieutenant colonel. 
Bessie is very active in the Club's 
work but also finds time for a 
great interest in family research. 

Students honored 

TROY, Ala.--Leigh Woodham has been 
named to the Troy State University 
President's List for the fall quarter. 
Leigh is from Ozark, Ala. 
MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Mollie Woodham 
was named to the "A" Honor Roll and 
Derek Woodham and Renae Woodham were 
on the "A-B" Honor Roll for the first 
semester at Dale County High School. 
DALEVILLE, Ala.--Tanya Denise Woodham, 
Mark Woodham, Becky Woodham and Tanya 
L. Woodham were all named to the Honor 
Roll at South Dale Junior High School. 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Stephen Woodham was 
named to the Honor Roll at Girard Mid
dle School here. 
Ronnie Woodham was named to the Honcv 
Roll at Carver Middle School of 
Dothan. 

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD--about the 

10th Anniversary National Reunion! 



Historic site: join move for· restoration 
'll}V'fe still have not heard from Charles Ray Woodham about our Woodham 

"''cl~ Family Cemetery in Lee County, South Carolina. Charles Ray's immediate 
family owns the land around the cemetery; he inherited the farm from his 
father, Charlie Woodham. 

We were told several years ago that Charles Ray had deeded part of the 
farm to each of his three daughters; which one now actually owns the land 
around the cemetery, we do not know. We assume Charles Ray still runs it. 

The historic Woodham Family Cemetery in Lee County is the site of the old
est known Woodham burials in America. It was founded by our Woodham family 
on a farm owned by Edward Woodham Jr. He later sold it to his son Aris 
Woodham Senior. Edward Woodham Jr. is the "father" of about 99 per cent of 
all the Woodhams in the United States today. 

A list of people buried here reads like a history book: Edward Jr., his 
mother Eleanor, his wife Mary; his son Aris Woodham Sr. and wife Rachel 
Beasley; Aris' son Asa and wife Elaine Elizabeth Dubose; Asa's children 
Mahalia, Jarrett, Pheriba Jane, Hugh Middleton, Harriett and Jehu; many other 
Woodhams and their relatives are buried in these sacred grounds. Aris Sr. 
died in 1818, the oldest confirmed burial here. His father Edward Jr. was 
buried here in 1820. There were several other burials here in the 1820's. 

This ancient graveyard was completely destroyed several years ago. All 
but two tombstones have disappeared; only the broken pieces of two tomb
stones survive. For more than a decade at least, the cemetery has been plow
ed over and crops planted on top of the graves. 

We wrote Charles Ray more than three months ago and asked him to set up 
posts to mark off the one acre graveyard and string wire or twine around it 
temporarily. We want to get the cemetery marked off as quickly as we can to 

,--prevent any further plowing in the cemeteryuntil a permanent fence can be 
f built. It is a crime in every state to desecrate, damage or destroy a ceme

tery: it is also a violation of everything we deem holy to disturb a grave. 
We also told Charles Ray the Association will help organize a Cemetery 

Committee in Lee County soon which will be responsible for the restoration 
and maintenance of the Cemetery. 

We can no longer delay this project. Since the Association was founded in 
1979, we have already lost several elderly relatives who knew a great deal 
about the people buried at Woodham Family Cemetery, including Charles Ray's 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Woodham. These relatives could have pointed out 
exact locations of graves so they could be marked again. Further delay will 
only mean more relatives will die and the information dies with them. 

The personal knowledge these living relatives have is desperately needed to 
identify every relative's grave. We have worked on a list of burials here 
for several years but exact location of their graves is needed to replace 
their destroyed tombstones. 

As soon as we get a Cemetery Committee formed in South Carolina, we will 
begin efforts to put up a chain-link fence as we are doing in Alabama. It 
will surround the cemetery for protection. We have asked Charles Ray to 
donate one acre of land next to the cemetery for use as a Woodham Park. An 
old Woodham home was located across the public road from the cemetery; if it 
is still standing, we hope to restore it as a museum and make it the focal 
point of the park that will include a parking area, picnic tables and benches. 

Beginning this summer, we will start landscaping the cemetery and plant 
azaleas, roses, japonicas, dogwoods, redbuds, crepe myrtles and other shrubs 

,-..and flowers. We also want to plant oak trees and shrubs along the county 
r ~oad leading from the paved highway to the cemetery. We hope to turn our 
• family's sacred resting place into a beautiful garden spot we can all be 

proud of. We also hope to erect a South Carolina historical marker on the 
site and have the cemetery declared a historical site by the state. 

continued on next page 
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LEE CEMETERY, cont. from page 9 

Robert Earl hopes to visit Bishopville in June. We will hold the first 
meeting of the Lee County Cemetery Committee at that time. We urge you to 
make plans to attend this gathering and support this project to restore ou~ , 
beloved ancestor's graves. '--' 

P·ublic roads in Dale County, Ala. 
and Lee County, SC may be named 

in honor of Woodhams this year if 
county governments agree. 

The Woodham Family Cemeteries 
near Ozark and Bishopville join 
county public roads; in both cases, 
the roads were narrow dirt lanes. 
A developer who bought land around 
the Dale County site believed he 
"owned" the road and recently widen
ed and graded it as part of his 
development project. It is now 
ready for paving. 

The land surrounding both roads 
has been owned by the Woodham fam
ily at one time. The land in Dale 
County was owned by the cemetery's 
founder, Edward Harley Woodham Sr. 
and later by his son, Presley Nel
son Woodham. Both are buried here. 
The land in Lee County has been in 
the Woodham family for generations. 

The Woodham Family Association 
will officially request the Dale 
County Commission name the road 
"EDWARD H. WOODHAM SR. ROAD". We 
will ask the Lee County Council 
to name that road the "EDWARD 
WOODHAM JR. ROAD". We will ask 
both county governments to erect 
official road signs on both roads. 

We will also make an official 
request that Dale County name (or 
rename) the section of Dale co. 
Highway 20 from Bagwell's Cross
roads to County Hwy. 59 as the 
"ARrs WOODHAM JR. ROAD". Aris 
was one of the first settlers in 
the area and owned rnost of the 
land along this road at one time 
during the lB00's. Woodhams still 
own land along it. Woodham Bridge 
on this road crosses the West Fork 
of Choctawhatchee River. 

In addition, we will request the 
county name an intersection of two 
Dale County roads as "WOODHAM 
CROSSROADS". This is an inter
section of U.S. Highway 231 (the 
Dothan-Montgomery four~lane high
way) and Dale Co. Hwy. 18. (the 
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Newton-Echo Road). This intersection 
is just south of Bagwell's Crossroads. 
As far as we know, this crossroads is 
not named at present. James Ople 
Woodham has a resturant-convenience 
store on one corner. _·The Woodham Fam
ily Cemetery is about 300 yards from 
Jim's resturant. Stop in and sample 
some good food while you get direct
ions to the cemetery. 

A property map we have prepared 
shows Woodhams owned all the land at 
this intersection at one time. The 
Bagwell's for whom Bagwell Crossroads 
nearby is named bought the land from 
Woodhams. 

we know of several city streets and 
rural roads around the country named 
for our family. There are streets or 
roads named "Woodham" in Dothan, Opp 
and Napier Field, Ala. There is a 
Woodham Road in Lee County, SC and 
Marshall County, Ala. and "Anna L. V 
Peacock Woodham Road" in Dale County. 

County Commissioner Edsel Woodham 
represents the district of Dale County 
which includes the two proposed Wood
ham Roads and Woodham Crossroads. 

MORE NEWS ... 
COLUMBUS, Ga.--Mr. & Mrs. George H. 
("Woody") Woodill Jr. announce the 
birth of a son, Benjamin Carson Wood
ill, born 19 Jan. at the Medical Cen
ter of Columbus, Ga. He is the grand
son of Maureen Woodham and G. H. Wood
ill Sr. and great grandson of Mrs. 
Vera Woodham and the late William Dor
sey Woodham. 
SLOCOMB, Ala.--William Arthur Woodham 
graduated from Dothan's Wallace Comm
unity College with a tech~ical diploma 
in small engine repair on 25 Mar. 
BISHOPVILLE, SC--Thomas Hearl Odom 
(O'Tommy") Woodham has announced his 
candidacy for election to the Lee Co
unty Council, District 2. South Caro
lina's county councils are governing \ 
bodies for counties (called county ~ 
commissions in Georgia and Alabama). 
Tommy is the step-son of Alston Wesley 
Woodham II. 



Restoration Project 
■ fe~ months ago, you could ha7dly find the Wooa.J;iam Family Cemetery. 
&site had become overgrown with small trees, vines and weeds. 

The 

Thanks to the Cemetery Committee formed in November, 
ing a place of beauty and a source of family pride. 
trees and brush has been cleared, stumps removed and 
accomplished. Grading is being done along the banks 
planting grass and flowers. 

our cemetery is becom
A hugh pile of small 
an overall cleanup 
in preparation for 

The cleaning was begun in Nove!'lber by brothers James Ople ("Jim") and Rex 
Woodham. Jim and Rex were quickly joined by THomas Latrel ("Tom") Woodham; 
they became the nucleus of the Committee. Jim was elected chairman at the 
first meeting 7 Nov. Several meetings have been held since then. So far, 
32 people has been the largest number to attend a Cemetery Committee meet
ing. This is a very disappointingly small crowd compared to the hundreds 
of Woodham descendants who live within 50 miles of the cemetery. It is a 
shame that greed for material wealth in this "Me" generation has become so 
much more important than love and respect for our ancestors and relatives. 

Probably 80 per cent of all the Woodhams whose roots are from southeast 
Alabama have ancestors buried at this Woodham Cemetery. In fact, well over 
half the Woodhams in America are descendants of just two men buried here. 
All the other Woodhams in America are at least related to them and others 
buried in the graveyard. 

This means the restoration and protection of the Woodham Cemetery is the 
duty and responsibility of us all. Each of us should take part in actual
ly working on the cemetery or at least contribute to the cemetery fund. 

In spite of their small number, the Committee has already put in a lot of 
hard work and raised a fund for fencing and restoration. One of the first 
decisions made by the Committee was to erect a permanent chain-link fence 
around the cemetery. The fence will serve a multiple purpose: it will de
fine the boundaries of the graveyard and establish a visual waring for dev
elopers, bulldozers and others to "stay out". It wi 11 let people know for 
years to come this is sacred, protected land. 

We want to place cement slabs on each known grave in the cemetery and even
tually erect tombstones for all known relatives buried there. We have al
ready taken steps to order veteran's tombstones for several relatives. At 
present, some graves are not marked at all. Others are marked with only 
a rock or brick--not very much to remember our relatives by. 

Tom and Robert Earl have discussed plans to beautify the cemetery with 
azaleas, japonicas, camellias, dogwood, roses, bulbs, shrubs and other flo
wers. This fall and next spring, we will ask relatives in the area to do
nate flowers and shrubs from your own yards to help beautify the cemetery. 
We hope to turn our family burying grounds into a garden spot we can all 
be proud of. When enough donations have been made, the Committee will also 
erect an arch over the entrance gate with a metal sign reading "Woodham 
Cemetery". We also plan to establish a parking area with benches and 
picnic tables. At its last meeting, the Committee voted to have an annual 
gathering at the cemetery. This will be a "decoration day" when we honor 
our relatives by placing wreaths and flowers on all graves there. It will 
also include a family picnic. Such an annual occasion will give living rel-

continued on page 12 

11 



COMMITTEE, continued from page 11 

atives a chance to honor our ances
tors and keep their memory alive. 

Please join us and do your share. 
If you live in the Wiregrass area, 
go to the Cemetery Committee meet
ings regularly. Help with the cost 
of restoration by sending your do
nations to: 
Mrs. Juanita Woodham, Rt. 1, Box 231, 
Midland City, Alabama 36350. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ENTERTAIN 

We need volunteers to help entertain 
at the 10th Anniversary Woodham Nat
ional Reunion. If you can sing, 
play an instrument or get a laugh, 
we want you! We'll even take tap 
dancers and yodelers! Hopefully, we 
will have some kind of entertainment 
for you at the downtown Eufaula am
phitheater on Saturday afternoon and 
night. We will gather there about 2 
PM after a picnic in Lakepoint Park. 

We will have a big fireworks dis
play at the amphitheater Saturday 
night. Bring as many aerial fire
works as you can artd give these to 
Rex Woodham, our entertainment chair
man. If you can entertain, please 
contact Rex at Rt. 1, Box 244, Mid
land City, Ala. 36350 or call him 
at t2051 79~ 6126. 

We salute . .. 
You never realize how dependent you 
can be on something until you have to 
do without. Such is the case with 
our copying machine. U 

Robert Earl and Adrian Roper took 
the copier to Geneva, Ala. on a re
search trip. It would cost about 
$2,000 to buy xerox copies of all the 
family records in Geneva County alone. 
They hoped to use our own copier to 
get all these records at a reasonable 
cost. Unfortunately, the copier blew 
up on the first copy. A repair shop 
in Columbus gave an estimate of 
$479.64, plus about $30 for a reflect
or plate plus tax, or a total of about 
$536 in repair costs. 

We urgently needed the copier to 
print newsletters for our upcoming 10th 
Anniversary reunion but had funds for 
such a huge repair bill. At a meeting 
7 Apr., several people on the Cemetery 
Committee donated a total of $390 to 
repair the copier. We want to thank 
all you kind folks so very much for 
your generous help: Thomas L. and 
Claudia Woodham, James O. and Elowise 
Woodham, J.B. and Bessie Daughtry, 
Ben H. and Juanita Woodham, Mrs. w. ' 
Eubanks, Glenn Stevens and Mrs. Car~ 
Rice. Bless you all! 

- We will try to print newsletters more 
frequently from now on. 

~nnh{ram Jffamil~ Wnurnal 
P.O. Box 7446 

Atlanta, Georgia 30357 

u 
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Woodham Cemetery Committee Formed 
200 Year Old Cemetery Will Be Restored & Preserved 

BISHOPVILLE, SC-After many years of hope and a lot of 

talk. a Cemetery Committee has finally been established to re

store and preserve the historic Woodham Fantily Cemetery lo

cated in I.he Stokes Bridge Community of Lee County. South 

Carolina. 
This is the site of the graves of I.he "fal.her" and "mother" of 

more than 95 per cent of all the Woodham descendants from 

the Soul.h. The "father" buried I.here is Edward Woodhan1 Jun

ior who served as a soldier who fought for the independence of 

our nation du.ring the Revolutionary War in the l770's. 

The cemetery was destroyed seYeral years ago. including all 

~ ut two tombstones--which are broken into many pieces. Since 

en. the site has been plowed over despite state laws and 

Chnstian tradition forbidding such desecration. 

The primary purpose of I.he Cemetery Committee will be to 
fence I.he site. purchase ne,, tombstones and provide future 

maintenance. The Comntittee will coordinate all these activi

ties but the entire Woodham family will ha,·e to share the re

sponsibility. 

Committee Chairman Named 

Alva Leslie Woodham Jr. of Columbia. SC has been named 

as temporary chairman of the Committee. Alva is a natiYe of 

the area and a great great great grandson of Reverend Aris 

Woodham Senior and his wife Rachel Beasley who are buried 

at the Woodham Fantily Cemetery. Aris Senior lies near his 

parents. Edward Woodham Junior and his wife Mary. 

The first step--and t11e most important task--in restoring our 

family cemetery will be to raise money. Comparing the cost of 

restoration for the Woodham Family Cemetery near Ne\\ton in 
Dale County. Alabama. we will need at least $5.000. The 

chain-link fence there cost $3.000. Volunteers who are descen

dants of people buried there donated their labor to erect the 
fence, savrng a great deal in labor e:-..--pense. We don't know 

anyone in South Carolina who can do tltis which will increase 
ur cost on the fence at least $1.000 for labor. 
The Cemetery Cornntitte in Dale County purchased two dou

ble tombstones for about $1.600. We should start with two dou
ble stones in Lee County. for Edward Jr. and Mary and for Aris 

Sr. and Rachel. All of us are descended from Edward Jr. All 

the fantily in South Carolina and about 75 per cent of t11e rest 

of the family from the South are descended from Aris Jr. 

The jails of the nation are full of white trash but there are a lot 

more sitting in their comfortable homes-especially those who 

cum their backs on their ancestors who put us on earth. Fantily 

Yalues have been distorted or totally lost by the "me 

generation" : it is time to return to ilie basic family values of our 

ancestors--including ilie decency to keep their graves sacred. 

Organize Fund Raisers 

Each of us can help by organizing fund raisers in our local 

communities. Hold garage sales. bake sales. raffles. etc. Hold 

family get-togethers and sell qui lts. handcrafts. cakes and pies 

10 each ol.her. Sew a quilt and sell raffle tickets for it. Contact 

brot11ers. sisters. grandchildren. and other relatiYes and person
ally ask them to send donations for the cemetery res1oralion. 

Stress importance of their mvn responsibility. This is OUR 

family cemetery--strangers aren't going to take care of it for us. 
You can send donations for the cemetery to either Alva L. 

Woodham Jr. at JOO Running Fox Rd., Columbia. SC 29223 or 
to the Woodham Family Association. PO Box 1321. Dothan, 

Ala. 1321. 
Be proud of your Woodham blood! Keep the memory of our 

ancestors sacred and their gra,·es holy--help preserve t11em! 



Memorials Should Remember Family First 
Your Own Family Cemetery Deserves To Be Remembered In Memorials 

An Editorial.. 

When a relative dies. who do you remember--thc 

Cancer society. a church. flower club. the dog pound 
or some other worthwhile organization? How many 
times have you seen a newspaper obituary that calls for 

donations to be made to such charitable groups in lieu 
of flowers? 

Many obituaries of Woodham kinfolks in the last 50 
years have asked donations be made to a church ceme
tery rather than sending flowers for the funeral. But 
there has NEVER been a single obit asking for dona
tions to our own two Woodham Family Cemeteries! 

This really tells you something about what has hap
pened to family ,·alues in America. When the "me 
generation" took over. family values went do\\'n the 
drain. Today we buy status in churches with dona
tions· we look for honor from fellow members with do
nations to our flower club. There are members of our 

family who buy Cadillacs or fancy fishing boats and 
take vacations in Hawaii but who refuse to spend $ I 0 
on their ancestor1s graves. 

When Mama and Daddy die they are soon forgotten: 
putting forth a little effort to care for their graves is 
the last thing we think of. Needless to say, the ne"t 
generation could care less. 

What Ever Happened To Famiy Duty? 
What ever happened to love of family and the sense 

of family duty and responsibility? All my life, I have 

beliC\ed that the FAMILY comes frrst. I will never 
forget my college Georgia government class in which 
a yankee professor tried to tell us there was no such 
thing as being a "citizen" of a state or county. He 
questioned my American loyalty when I said I was a 

citizen of my state (under the state Constitution). I in
formed him that I was first a citizen of my home com
munitv and then of my state and only after that was I a 
citize~ of the nation. I also informed him that my loy
alty was first and foremost to my family, next to my 
neighborhood. then to my community, then to the sec
tion of my state and then to my state. Next my loyalty 
was to the South and finally to the nation. I am 11 

Woodham first and ne"t an Alabamian--t11en an 
American. 

There is an old Arab proverb in part which relates 
that "the enemy of my enemy is my friend and the 

friend of my enemy is my enemy; my cousin before 

my friend and my brother before my cousin". 
I have been reading newspaper obituaries since I was 

in the second grade and collecting copies of Wood
ham family obits now for more than 35 years. Not 
once in my life have I ever seen any mention of either 
of our W oodllam family cemeteries. This is hard to 
understand. especially since memorial for relatives 
don't cost the immediate family anything out of their 
own pockets. In other words, it doesn't really cost any
thing for us to remember our own family first! 

A Shame Upon Our Family 
What happened to our two Woodham Family Ceme

teries durmg the last several decades is a crying 
shame. In the case of the cemetery at New1on, Dale 

County. Alabama. it became an overgrown jungle. 
Most people in the area did not even know a cemetery 
was there. despite it being right next to a paved high
wav and 200 vards from a busy four-lane. The Wood
h~ Cemete; in Stokes Bridge Community of Lee 
Countv. South Carolina was vandalized and destroyed 

by a Woodham who owned the surrounding land. Re
latives discussed the horror at a church gathering but 
were too scared to do an)1hing about it. 

For those of us who beliC\e in a hereafter or claim to 
be Christians. there can be no excuse for such a hide
ous neglect of our ancestors's graves. The Bible is full 
of admonitions for us to respect our ancestors. 

"Honor Ihyfmher(s) and thy mother(s) ... 1' 
The Ten Commandments 

"Remove 1101 the landmarks thy grandfathers have set'' 

Proverbs 
We could quote a lot of verses from the Bible and 

Christian tradition but all the verses in the Bible won't 
mean a hill of beans to some kinfolks such as the 
Woodham who flatly stated he "wasn't interested". 
That black mark will surely be remembered when he 
gets to the pearly gates. 

The ne"t one of your family dies, recall that you owe 
a debt of responsibility to those ancestors who put us 
here. Think of them and .vour family cemeteries when 
you mention memorial donations. 

Let's restore family pride in America--starting with 
our fantilv first! 

Help ,;store your family cemetey in South Carolina 
and preserve our cemetery in Alabama. 



We Have A New Face -- Hope You Like It 
Family Newsletter, Books And Records Will Look Much Better 

by Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor aod Woodham Family Historiao 

We have a new "face" with a better look. The appearance of 
your family newsletter has improved trenendously. It's like add
ing a great big smile to an ordinary face--eveyone knows a big 
smile makes everything look better. 

Our new face was produced by a new computer and lazer 
printer. Almost everything in this newsletter was done on the 
computer, including setting all the headlines and type and 
drawing the lines. 

To produce our first newsletter back in 1979, we had to pay a 
typesetting company almost $42 a page for 16 pages--and that's 
1979 dollars folks! That was before it ever got to the printer's. 
By 1980, it was far cheaper for us to type the text myself on a 

typewriter and pay only for setting the headlines. As prices 

kept going up, the cost of just headlines eventually reached too 
much for our meager budget. 

I began cutting out headlines and words from newspapers and 
magazines and pasting these in. I ended up with a large box 
and two filing cabinet drawers full of cutout heads and words. 

I""'( ou wouldn't believe how much work all this was: I often had 
,o reduce or enlarge the words on a copying machine to make 
them fit and then "clean" them up with white out liquid. We 
will save a lot of money in the future just on white out alone. 
Now with the computer, we will have more family newsletters 
more often. Our goal is one a month--with your help. 

Woodham Books Will Look Better Too 
The computer and lazer printer will also make it possible to 

produce books in the future with a more professional look, 
something we can all be proud of. I have already started writ
ing our first Woodham history using the computer. This first 
one will start with our earliest known ancestors in England. I 
already have enough documents to print and information to fill 
more than one book so I won't wait to research for more. 

The computer and lazer printer also mean we can produce 
more books and faster. When you make a typographical error, 
you don't have to stop and smear white out liquid over it and 
wait for it to dry. You can type a whole page , then look back 
over it and "clean it up" \\-ithout making a mess. That saves a 
lot of effort! 

In the next few years, you can look forward to books on 
Woodham men who served in the military during the War Be

~een the States, World War I and World War II, books on 
' Woodham mamage records, cemeteries, obituaries, census re

cords and much more. 
In addition, we will produce a series of books on our Wood-

ham family history, starting with our earliest knm,n ancestors 
and bringing it up to the current time. Eventually, we hope to 

have books that will at least mention every Woodham who has 
ever lived that we can discover, as well as all the descendants 
of Woodham women that we can find. Some books can be pro
duced with very little effort. For instance, if we had a computer 
back in the 1980's, we could have produced the Woodham 
Famliy Index as a book simply with the flick of a finger. With 
a computer, you can index large documents in seconds. 

A Dream Come True 
Our new computer and lazer printer is a long-time dream 

come true. For years now, we have had a lot of determination 
but little in the way of tools to work with. It was a lot of drudg
ing work to produce a family newsletter not to mention all the 
other typing and indexing I have done over the years. The 
Woodham Index took almost a year of hard work to compile. I 
have spent literally thousands of hours of work on projects that 

can now be done in seconds. And the finished work will look 
far better than we ever imagined. It is absolutely amazing what 
we can do with this computer! 

I first thought about a computer back in 1979 but there were 
just too many other more important projects that took priority. 
I came close to getting one back in 1982 but ended up spending 
the money I had saved on printing and mailing newsletters nad 

other items. I began seriously hoping again for a computer 
three or four years ago. Lack of money was always the prob
lem. Almost two years ago, my old jalopy of a car broke down 
and I was forced to buy another one to get to work. I decided to 
buy a used one with bank financing rather than pay cash as in 
the past By doing this, I hoped to established credit to buy a 
computer and lazer printer. Unfortunately, I suffered a series 
of heart attacks and was hospitalized, creating a huge hospital 
debt of $52,000 and a doctor bill of $6,000. Without insurance, 
I could not pay the hospital bill--! pay monthlv on the doctor 
bill. This ruined the credit I to get and wasted a year and a 
half paying for an auto without achieving my goal. 

Thanks to the generosity of a wonderful cousin who volun
teered his credit and name, we now have a computer. He 
signed for it but I will be making the monthly payments. The 
cost is almost $3,000, the largest expenditure I have undertaken 
in my life. I have already paid $600 down. 

It will take some time to get used to the computer since I have 
no real experience on one. I got off to a bad start with a bad 
games program with which I hoped to learn how to use the 
II II Ith th mouse contro en e newsletter program I bought turned 
out bad also. Once those obstacles were behind, I began to 
catch on quickly. Now you can look forward to hearing from 
us a lot more often--with our big new smile! 



OBITUARIES 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you see an obituary of a relative in 
your local newspaper. please clip this, along "ith the name and 
date of the newspaper from the top of the page and send to us to 
preserve in the Woodham Family National Library and to print 
in the newsletter) 

JAMES WINFORD WOODHAM 
DIES IN AUTO ACCIDENT 

DOTHAN, Ala. -- James Winford Woodham. 45. died from 

injuries suffered in an auto accident near here. 
Winford was born 10 Oct., 1946 in Houston Count). son of 

James Athanasius Woodham and Minnie Bell Palmer. He was 

a grandson of George Marvin Woodham and Maiy Mae Tram

mell of Henry County, Ala. He was a great grandson of Atha
nasius Jehu Woodham Jr. and Hester S. Ann Wright. 

Winford married Linda Sue Helms. They had one daughter. 
Winford was a farmer and a member of the Houston County 

Farm Bureau and the Rehobeth Young Farmer's Educational 
Association. He was also a member of Selma Baptist Church. 

Burial was in Memory Hill Cemetery here. 

Survivors include his wife Linda; daughter. Robin Nicole: 

mother, Mrs. Minnie Woodham. Dothan; sister. Julia Alice 
Woodham and her husband. Freddy L. Quattlebaum. 

AL TON GRAVES WOODHAM, 83, 
RETIRED CITY EMPL YOYEE 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Alton Graves Woodham died at his home 
here Nov .. 1991 at age 83 following a brief illness. 

Graves was born 21 Feb .. 1908 in Houston County. son of 
Johnathan Frederick Woodham and Lucy Ella Trotter. He was 

a grandson of John Wesley Woodham and Sarah Ward of Dale 
County. Ala. Graves' grandfather was a soldier in the Confed

erate States Army. Graves was a great grandson of Frederick 
Woodham and Mary Ann Pollard. 

Graves married Mrs. Spella Johnston in 1930. He adopted her 
three children, Juaanita. Jerry Ann and Billy Joe Johnston. 
Spella died in 1984 at age 87. 

Graves married Mrs. Clyde Johnston Roney in 1986. 
Burial was at Old Wiggins Church.. now Mt. Pleasant Baptist 

Church, in Grimes where his parents are buried. 
Survivors include his "ifc, Mrs. Clyde Woodham, Dothan: 

three foster children; six foster grandchildren; and three step
sons. 

Mrs. LUCILLE WOODHAM, WIDOW 
OF JOHN HENRY WOODHAM 

Woodham Family Journal Apr., 1993 
SLOCOMB, Ala.--Mm} Lucille Kirkland Woodham died 1 

Nov. 1991 at age 78. U 
Lucille was married in 1932 to John Henry ("lack") Wood

ham. son of John Edward ("Ed") Woodham and Pernetta Bol
ton and a grandson of Andrew Jackson ("Jack") Woodham and 

Eliza Ann Richardson. John Herny and Lucille had five chil
dren. Jack died in 1974. Their son Gaston Lee died in 1955. 
sou Karry Lee died in 1957 and son John David died in 1985. 

Lucille was a member of Memphis Baptist Church near Do
than. She was a native of Houston County and lived in this 
area most of her life. The family also lived in Montgomery for 
some time. 

Burial was at Memphis Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include daughter Betty Lou Woodham Baxley, 

N emon. Ala.; son J. L. Woodham, Monticello, Ill.; sisters, 

Mrs. Lonnie Jackson and Mrs. Lucy Huggins; 8 grandchildren: 
12 great grandchildren. 

Mrs. VERNA McVAY WOODHAM, 
WIDOW YORK WOODHAM 

MONTGOMERY, Ala.--Mrs. Verna McVay Woodham. 65. 

died here 21 July. 1992. V 
Verna was the widow of York Woodham. son of Richard Agee 

Woodham and Bessie York and a grandson of Wright Pleasant 

Woodham and Sarah Jane Coate. He was a great grandson of 
Frederick Woodham and Mary Ann Pollard . 

Verna married York 24 Jan .. 1948 in Montgomery. He died 

in 1986. 
Burial was in Greenwood Cemetery here. 
Survivors include a daughter, V. Jean Woodham and her hus

band Paul A. Jackson Jr .. Wetumpka: a son, Richard York 

Woodham, Wetumpka; a granddaughter; two great grandchil

dren; sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Norris: brother, Leon McVay both 
of Coffeeville. Ala .. 

Mrs. LAURALENE ("POLLY") 
WOODHAM DIES AT DOTHAN 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Mrs. Lauralene ("Polly") Hodges Woodham 

died here 23 Apr.. 1992 at age 63. 
Polly was the wife of S. J. Woodham, a son of Willie Ernest 

Woodham and Lennie Estelle Carroll of Geneva Countv. Ala. 
he is a grandson of Andrew Jackson ("Jack") Woodham an~ 
Eliza Ann Richardson and a great grandson of Frederick 
Woodham and Mary Ann Pollard. 



OBITUARIES, CONT. 

Dual Harlin Woodham, Fayetteville; brothers O'Neal Smith 
~d Lowell Smith; and three grandchildren. 

Mrs. SARAH FRANCES WOODHAM, 
WIDOW OF ROBERT V. WOODHAM 

ECHO, Ala.--Mrs. Sarah Frances (Frances) Kirkland Wood
ham died 25 Dec. at age 76. 

Frances was born 18 Nov., 1918 in Dale County, daughter of 
Raley Kirkland and Prillie Clark. She married Robert Velma 
(Velma) Woodham in 1942 and they had one daughter. Velma 
died in 1985. He was the son of Raymond Leroy Woodham and 
Anna Estell Andrews and a grandson of Perry Caswell Wood

ham and Amanda Jane Corley. Velma was a great grandson of 
Stephen Moses Woodham and Sarah Amanda Galloway. 

Frances was an employee of the Echo Junior High School 
lunchroom. 

Burial was at New Hope Freewill Baptist Church Cemetery 
near Echo in Dale County. 

Surviving are her daughter, Jo Ann Woodham (Mrs. Jerry 
Max Ammons), Midland City; sisters Mrs. Myrtle Pettis and 
Mrs. Marjorie Smith; brothers Ralph , Y. M. and Davey 

~kland; and two grandchildren. 

Mrs. HAZEL MILLSAPS BEASLEY, 
WIFE OF FRANCIS M. BEASLEY 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Mrs. Hazel Helen Millsaps Beasley died 
17 Apr. at age 73. 

Hazel was the wife of Francis Marion ("Buster") Beasley, a 
son of Aurelia Woodham and William Boyd Beasley and a 
grandson of Willis Josey Woodham and Jane Dalrymnple. He 
is a great grandson of John Wesley Woodham and Mary V. S. 
Josey. John Wesley was a son of Stephen Woodham. 

Hazel was a native of Sumter County, SC and the daughter of 
William Jay and Vilola McFadden Milsaps. She was a member 
of Hebron Methodist Church and the United Methodist Women 
and the Women Involved in Farm Economics (WIFE). She at
tended Winthorp College. 

Burial was in Hebron Methodist Church Cemetery in the 
Stokes Bridge Community. 

Surviving are her husband, Francis M. ("Buster") Beasley, 
Bishopville; sons Wayne Beasley, Bishopville and William 

i""""l'loyd Beasley, Hampton, NJ; daughters Mrs. Helen Beasley 
• Puckhaber, Lexington and Mrs. Frances ("Bunchie") Beasley 

Jordan, Bishopville; and 11 grandchildren. 
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SARA LEE WOODHAM, WIFE 
OF JOHN HENRY GATLIN 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Mrs. Sara Lee Woodham Gatlin, 78, 

died here 19 March. 
Sara was born 4 Nov., 1914 in the Stokes Bridge Community, 

ancestral home of the Woodham family. She was the daughter 
of Arthur Woodham and Johnnie Mae Smith and a grand
daughter of John Wesley Woodham and Anna Jane Folsom. 
She was a great granddaughter of Stephen Woodham and Per
melia Ann Moore. 

Sara married John Henry Gatlin in 1929 and they had one 

daughter. He died several years ago. 
Sara was a member of Savannah Advent Christian Church 

and the W.H.F. M. Society. 
Burial was at Westview Memorial Park here. 
Survivors include her daughter, Mrs. Rebecca Jean Gatlin Ul

mer, Hartsville; sisters Mrs. Margaret Elizabeth Woodham Le
wis, Colorado Springs, Colo. and Mrs. Betty Jo Woodham 
Moore, Hartsville. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you hear of a wedding or engage
ment or see a notice in your local newspaper, please clip this 
along with the name and date of the paper from the top of the 
page and send to us) 

WOODHAM PETERSON 

LaPORTE, Ind.--Tamara Reni Woodham and Mark Brian 
Peterson were married here 19 Oct., 1991 at First Methodist 
Church. 

Tamara is the daughter of Gary Glende! and Eva Woodham 
and Mrs. Judy Vance Keene, all of LaPorte. She is the grand
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eben Winford Woodham of Newport, 
Ark. and Wanda Irene Lawson. She is the great granddaughter 
of the late Beecher Fonev Woodham, a native of Shelby 
County, Ala. and longtime resident of Cleburne County, Ar
kansas and his wife Nancy Victoria White. Beecher was a son 
of Francis Marion Woodham and Martha Josephine Johnson. 

Tamara is a 1987 graduate of LaPorte High School and at
tended Purdue University North Central. She is employed in 
the pharmacnetical department at Stelrama/Gettic Tech. 

Continued on next page 
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WEDDINGS, cmuinued 

Mark is the son of Garland and Rosemary Peterson of 
LaPorte. He is a 1983 graduate of LaPorte High School and re
ceived a bachelor's degree from Ball State University. He is a 
teacher at New Prairie High School. 

The couple honeymooned in the Smokey Mountains and now 
reside in La Porte. 

WOODHAM BENTON 

OZARK, Ala.-Christopher Donald Woodham and Rhonda 
Lisa Benton were married here 14 Nov. at St. John's Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Chris is the son of Donald Woodham and Mignonette Bright 
of the Ewell Community near here. He is a grandson of Joseph 
Molton Woodham and the late Gladys M. Tharpe and a great 
grandson of Gillum David Woodham and Annie Lenorah Pea
cock. 

Chris is a graduate of Carroll High SchooL Ozark, Wallace 
College of Dothan and the Alabama Aviation Technical Col
lege. Ozark where he earned a degree in aviation technology. 
He is also a graduate of the Holland School for Jewelers. He is 
now a Master Jeweler at Ted's Jeweler's of Dothan. 

Rhonda is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell C. Benton Sr. 
of Ozark and granddaughter of the late Mr. & Mrs. James I. 
Benton, Tavares, Fla. and Kio Ng and the late Mrs. Ng of Pan
ama. She is a graduate of Carroll High School and received an 
associate degree from Wallace College. She is employed in the 
Nuclear Medicine Dept. of Flowers Hospital in Dothan. 

The couple honeymoned in Gatlinburg, Tenn. and now reside 
in Ozark. 

WOODHAM BRANDON 

BISHOPVILLE, SC--Andrew Dowling Woodham Jr. and 
Connie Lynn Brandon were married 24 April in Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Andrew is the son of Andrew Dowling (Dowling) Woodham 
Sr. and Mary Ida Warner of Bishopville and a grandson of the 
late Guthrie Welbome Woodham Sr. and Eva Etta Dowling. 
He is a great grandson of Charles Welbome Woodham and 
Nancy Elaine Hearon. 

Andrew is a graduate of Thomas Sumter Academy of Sumter 
and Francis Marion University, Florence. He was forlnerly 
president of G. W. Woodham & Sons and is now employed by 
Turbeville, Woodham & Associates. He is also a former direc
tor of the Lee County Observer newspaper and is very active in 

the civic and government affairs of Bishopville. Andrew's first 
wife, Diane Marie Spagnola, died in 1988. 

Connie is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gentry Bran-
don of Nashville, Tenn. She is a graduate of Hillsboro Hi~ 
School and Vanderbilt Urnvers1ty School of Engineering. She 
is employed by Osias Enterprises, Inc. 

WOODHAM PHILLIPS 

OZARK, Ala.-Chellie Lenorah Woodham and Jim Phillips 
Jr. were married I May at Chalkhead Baptist Church near here. 

Chellie is the daughter of Daniel Paul Woodham and Chellie 
Elaine Bald\\in and a granddaughter of Joseph Molton Wood
ham and the late Gladys M. Tharpe. She is a great grand
daughter of Gillum David Woodham and Annie Lenorah Pea
cock. 

Chellie is a graduate of Carroll High School and a 1992 
graduate of Troy State University with a degree in advertising 
and journalism. At TSU. she was a member of Epsilon Kappa 
chapter of Alpha Delta Pi social sorority and a member of the 
Advertising/Public Relations Club. Chellie is currently a staff 
writer with the Troy Progress newspaper in Troy. 

Jim is the son of Jim and Patricia Phillips Sr. of Troy. He is 
a 1985 graduate of Charles Henderson High School, Troy and a 
former sergeant and _crew chief with the US Air Force whii1 
stationed at Castle Alf Force Base. California. He is currentlV 
employed by Century 21, Sanders Lead and is owner of Phillips 
Construction Company. 

WOODHAM REEDER 

OZARK, Ala.-Jeffery Alan (Alan) Woodham and Cecilia 
Reeder were married 27 March at Springhill Baptist Church in 
Blue Springs, Ala. 

Jeff is the son of Lewis Woodham and Martha Nell Thomp
son and grandson of the late Herman Woodham and Blunie 
Grantham of Dale county. He is a great grandson of John 
Wesley Woodham and Almcdia Ellen Hobbs. John Wesley was 
a son of Stephen Moses Woodham and Sarah Amanda Gallo
way. 

Jeff is a graduate of Carroll High School and is currently at
tending Wallace College. 

Cecilia is a graduate of Abbeville Christian Academy and re
ceived a bachelor's degree in accounting from Troy State Uni
versity. She is employed with the Directorate of Resource 
Management at Fort Rucker. 

WOODHAM LAWSON v 
DOTHAN, Ala.--Kathi Nicole Woodham and William Harris 



Weddings, contmued 

Lawson were married 3 April at Christ Church International of 
l""'\othan. 

- Kathi is the daughter of Gerald Wright Woodham and Linda 
Gayle Sanders of Dothan. She is the granddaughter of Travis 
Gerald Woodham and Susie Mae Wright of Dothan and Mr. & 
Mrs. J. W. Wright. She is a great granddaughter of the Late 
Robert ("Bob") Woodham and Cassie Donnie Galloway of 
Henry County, Alabama. 

Kathi is a 1990 graduate of Dothan High School and attended 
Wallace College of Dothan. She is employed at Lowe's of Do

than. 
William is a graduate of Houston County High School of Co

lumbia and attended Wallace College. He is employed at 
Lowe's of Mobile, Alabama. 

FERTILE GROUND 
TOM WOODHAM 

KIMBERLY SMITH/Staff. 

Tom Woodham has been working in the 
Atlanta gardening i;;ommunity for 19 years. 

Tom Woodham Retires to Life of Travel 
Now Writing and Lecturing Around Country 

ATLANTA, Ga.-James Thomas ("Tom") Woodham hasn't 
even come close to retirement age but he decided to "retire" 

anyway and enjoy life. 
After a business career as co-owner of The Cottage Garden, 

The Potted Plant and The Connoisseur's Garden, upscale shops 
specializing in potted plants and gifts located in Atlanta's posh 
Buckhead neighborhood, Tom has turned to traveling across 
the United States, England, ltaJy and probably a few other 
countries we haven't heard of yet, visiting the famous gardens 
of America and Europe. In the past two decades. he became one 
of Atlanta's best known horticulturists. He has had displays at 
numerous house and garden shows and at festivals and craft 
fairs in the area. For years, he had shows at Powers Ferry 
Crossroad Country Fair at Newnan, Ga., which draws several 
thousand people every year. Tom's reputation has spread well 
beyond Atlanta and he has become sought after as a lecturer 
and flower show judge. He recently judged a show in Missouri. 

Tom's latest venture is writing: he has become a regular col
umnist for The Atlanta Constitution, the largest newspaper in 
the South (he is the third Woodham to write for this paper, in
cluding your Editor). Tom writes a column entitled "Fertile 
Ground" in the paper's Friday Home and Garden section. He 
often writes about folks and events in Bishopville, SC. his 

hometown. One recent article brought tears to our Editor's eyes 
as Tom wrote of a life-long family friend who had died and of 
her experience growing tulips from the same buJbs over a 25 
year period. The Editor could not help recall his grandmother's 
love for flowers and her joy working with them. This is Tom's 
first stint at writing reguJarly: he has written articles previ
ously for Southern Accents, American Horticulturist and Ve
randa magazines. Tom was instrumental inestablishing the 

Atlanta Botanical Gardens at Piedmont Park. He led a move to 
raise funds to bnild the impressive greenhouse. gardens and na
ture trails which are now a major Atlanta attraction. 

Tom is a graduate of Bishopville High School and Clemson 
University where he received a bachelor's degree and a master's 
degree in ornamental horticuJture. He served in the Clemson 
ROTC and was commissioned a lieutenant in the US Army . 
. Tom is the son of Mrs. Ruth Hanvey Woodhamn of Stokes 
Bridge Community near Bishopville, SC and the late Harris 
Middleton ("Jack") Woodham. He is the grandson of Earnest 
Edward Woodham and Era Esther Moore and a great grandson 
of Johnathan Edward Woodham and Sarah Martin Bruce. Tom 
grew up on his family's Tococobe Farms in sight of land which 

has been in the Woodham family almost 200 years. He learned 
to love the soil and what it produces from his mother, Ruth, a 
retired Lee County teacher and an avid gardener. She is very 
proud of Tom and the mark he has made for himself. 



Woodham History Book Coming Soon 
First Woodham Family History Will Be Ready This Summer u 

We now have a computer and a laser printer, giving us the 
tools to work with in writing books and your family newsletter. 
This means we will be able to publish the first history book 
ever on our Woodham family this summer. 

Just 10 years ago, we didn't have enough information about 
our Woodham ancestors in our ancient homeland of England to 
fill a small notebook. We didn't have a single xerox copy of 
any document on our English ancestors, despite more than 30 
years of research by our family historian, Robert Earl Wood
ham. 

As preparations began for the first history book ever written 
on our family, it appeared our history would have to "dead end" 
with the first Woodham who came to America about 1655. A 
trip to England for research and to buy copies of documents 
was simply not financially possible for Robert Earl. 

Fortunately for thos of us who are proud of our Woodham 
blood, many old English records have been microflmed which 
can be ordered by mail and viewed at local libraries. For al

most three years now, Robert Earl has been researching old 
public and church parish records from Essex County and other 
counties in England. these church books record marriages, 
christenings and deaths in the local parishes (church districts) 
of the Church of England and Roman Catholic Church, the 
only "legal" churches at that time. Some of these go back to 
the 1400's. Robert Earl has purchased dozens of copies of these 
old documents to print in the forthcoming book "Woodham Fa

mily History, Volume I". Instead of merely reading the infor
mation, you will be able to look at copies of the actual docu
ments of our ancestors. Many of these are written in Latin, the 
language of the churches and learned folks up until the l600's. 

Unfortunately, we could not afford to buy xerox copies of all 
the records we have found so far but Robert Earl has hand-
copied everything he finds. All this information and copies 
now fill about a dozen notebooks in our Woodham Family Na
tional Library, a proud new addition to our collection of family 
records. 

Robert Earl has also spent a great deal of effort researching 
the origin and meaning ofour Woodham family name. He has 
visited seven universities and colleges in the Southeast to locate 
every book he can find on the history of the English language, 
Middle English, Old English, Anglo-Saxon and further back to 
the Germanic "family" of languages ( which includes English) 
and the Aryan (or Inda-European) group of languages, search
ing for the roots of particular words. 

One of the important discoveries from all this research was 
the revelation that some "authority" back in the l800's who said 
Woodham meant a "village in the wood" had simply not done 

his homework! This idea was picked up by some others when 
they published books and spread still futher by newspaper arti
cles in the U. S. in recent years. They were right about the 
"family11 name coming from the name of a place (a 11place" 
name). You will read much more about this in the book. 

There is a mountain of information, including ancient 

deeds, wills and other types of documents which haven't even 
been explored as yet. However, a lack of money will prevent us 
from getting these records and learning more about our ances
tors. We will just have to settle for what we can afford to get. 

Despite this, you will find our first history book full of infor
mation never before available to us. You can look forward to 
seeing xerox copies of the actual documents, many written in 
fascinatingly beautiful handwriting from the 1500's and 1600's. 
At first, it was extremely difficult to decipher many of the docu
ments--especially those written in Latin ( often as not, written 
by semi-literate priests who created their own spelling 
versions). The modern version of William appears as several 
versions of Qui//iamus. The modern English John could be Jo

hannes, Johanus, abbreviated as Jns. or many other versions. 
Robert Earl began researching the Old English and Saxon lan-l . 
guages just to be able to translate these old documents. "-" 

You will not only learn who our ancestors were but discover 
where they came from and how and why the "family" names of 
Woodham, Woodh~. Wadharn and Wadhams have spread 
throughout southern England. There doesn1 appear to be any 

logical reason to add an S onto the name but the spelling 
Woodhams is probably more common today in England than 
without it. Several families with this spelling have immigrated 
to the United States, the first of whom settled in Michigan in 

the 1840's. 
This will be the first of several books to be written on our 

family history. They won't end until we have brought our 
"history" up to now, with information about the children born 
in the l990's included in the final volume. 

This will make a wonderful gift for another relative and will 
become something to be handed down for generations to come 

in our family. Remember--it's YOUR family! 
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Join And Support Your 

If you are a Woodham, descendant ofa Woodham or sponse, you are urged to join and support 
your family club. The Woodham Family Association is a national, non-profit family club for all 

members of the Woodham family in America. If you are a relative. you don't need an invitation 

to join--that is your right. 
The Association was founded in 1978 by Woodham Family Historian Robert Earl Woodham. 

Robert Earl founded the Woodham Family National Reunion in 1979 and was elected President 

at the first gathering. He was later elected permanent President. 

Our Purpose: the Association was founded to give us an organization that could help re

unite our scattered and divided family and help gather and preserve our family's heritage. 

Our Goals: 
collect Woodham family information, records and photographs 

preserve these records in our Woodham National Library 

sponsor the Woodham National Reunion 
sponsor a national family newsletter (The Woodham Family Journal) 

sponsor publication of books and photo albums to preserve the memory of our fore
fathers and help the present and future generations know and understand them. 
sponsor restoration and preservation of our two family cemeteries and other burial 
sites of our ancestors. 

In order to do all this work for you. the Association must pay for such things as stationery, pens. 

glue, typing paper, typewriter ribbons, copying machine supplies, envelopes, postage, printing, 

mail box rental, plastic covers. notebooks. rulers. felt art supplies, printing and postage for 

newsletters, purchase of family records from libraries and courthouses and much more. Our As
sociation projects are sponsored through your annual membership dues and personal donations. 

We have done a wonderful job in restoring our Woodham Family Cemetery at Newton. Alabama, 
burial site for the ancestors of about 90 per cent of our entire family. Now we face an even greater 
task in restoring and preserving our Woodham Family Cemetery near Bishopville, South Caro

lina. Desttoyed tombstones must be replaced and a permanent fence erected to start with. If you j 
are a Woodham descendant, your ancestors are buried here. 
Be proud of your Woodham blood: show your family pride by supporting your family club. Join \ 
now and renew your membership every year. Annual membership dues are $10. Send your 

membership dues to: Woodham Family Association. PO Box 1321. Dothan. Alabama 36302. 

I 

-
by the Cemetery Committee to honor those buried there and 

Fourth Annual Decoration Day Held 
At Restored Woodham Cemetery 

r\EWTON, Ala.-The fourth annual Decoration Dav and re
union for descendants of those buried at the Woodham Family 
Cemetery here was held 25 April. The event was established 

give descendants an opportunity to renew their family ties. 
Folks from Bonifay and Alford, Florida, Dothan, Owrk, Mid

land City, Enterprise and other communities in Alabama at
tended this year. Mrs. Carol Daughtry Rice of Enterprise, Ala. 
is the new chairman of the Woodham Cemetery Committee. 
Former chairman Thomas Letrel Woodham stepped down re
cently following cancer surgery. Keep up the good work! 
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Notes ... 
Becky In Beauty Contest 

ARITON, Ala.--Rebecca Ann ("Becky") Woodham, 18, was 
chosen as second runnerup in the Miss Catfish beauty pageant 
at Ariton's annual Catfish Festival. 

Becky is the daughter of Rex Edward Woodham and Linda 
Ann Kirkland of Dale County, Ala. She is the granddaughter 
of the late John Franklin Woodham and Willie Mae Marshall 
and a great granddaughter of Thomas L. Woodham and Nellie 
Enfinger. 

1993 Ozark Graduates 
OZARK, Ala.-Among the 1993 graduates of Carroll High 
School here this spring will be Jennifer Nicole Woodham and 
Paul Baldwin Woodham. Jennifer is the daughter of Robert 
Edward Woodham and Helen Elaine Newsome. Robert is the 
principal of South Dale Junior High School in Dalc,;ne. Jen
nifer is the granddaughter of the late Herbert Edward Wood
ham and Mrs. Dorothy Grace Grantham Woodham of Ozark. 
Paul is the son of Daniel Paul Woodham and Chellie Elaine 
Baldwin of Dale County. He is a grandson of Joseph Molton 
Woodham and the late Gladys Tharpe. Both Daniel and Chcl
lie are Woodham descendants. 
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Woodham Family Cemetery Restoration 
Nears As Memorial Donations Come In 

Restoration of our Woodham Family Cemetery in 
Lee County, South Carolina is a few steps closer to 
reality as word spreads about our efforts to restore 

and protect the site where the ancestors of every 
Woodham from the South. 

Several kinfolks have made memorial donations 
since we announced the campaign to raise funds to 
put up a fence for protection and restore the historic 
200 year old graveyard. Our April newsletter also an
nounced that a Cemetery Committee is being formed 

to head up restoration efforts. Alva Leslie Woodham 
l"""'\r. of Columbia, SC has been named temporary chair

man of the Committee. Relatives who live in the area 
should contact Alva at 100 Running Fox Road, Co
lumbia, SC 29206 to serve on the Committee or vol
unteer to work. 

The Cemetery Committee will oversee restoration 
and act as a permanent organization to provide future 
maintenance. 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Wood

ham, then this is YOUR family cemetery. It doesn't 
matter whether you know who your ancestors were 
or not. What does matter is that they are your ances
tors and that makes it your responsibility to take care 
of their graves--not some stranger, the county or any
one else. This is a family duty that we can't dump on 

just any guy who comes along. 
A meeting of the Cemetery Committee will be held 8 

August at Hebron Methodist Church following the 
15th annual South Carolina Woodham Reunion. All 
relatives are invited to attend and participate. We 
need volunteers. 

Association Will Seek Status As National 
Historic Site For Woodham Family Cemetery 

The Woodham Family Association will petition the 

National Historic Trust, an agency of the federal gov
ernment, to designate the Woodham Family Ceme
tery located in Stokes Bridge Community of Lee 
County, South Carolina as a National Historic Site. 

The 200 year old family cemetery is historically im
(""'fOrtant because of its age and due to the fact a vet

eran of the Revolutionary War for Independence is 
buried there. 

If the cemetery is declared a National Historic Site, 

it will not alter its status as a private family graveyard. 
Many different types of sites have been disignated as 
historic sites, including old private homes, churches, 
public buildings, forts, battlefields, etc. 

Such sites do not become federal property. 
However, federal law does provide protection for 
such a site against destruction. 

Our family cemetery is very important because if is 
the burial site of Edward Woodham Junior the ances
tor of almost all our family. 



Remember Your Familv With A Memorial 
• 

Your Own Family Cemetery Deserves To Come First 

We are proud to announce that Woodham relatives have 
begun making memorial donations to help restore and pre
serve our Woodham Family Cemetery in the Stokes Bridge 
Community of Lee County, South Carolina. 

This is where the "mothers and fathers" of our family arc 
buried. Two couples interred here, Edward Woodham Jun
ior and his wife Mary and their son Aris Woodham Senior 
and his wife Rachel Beasley, are the direct ancestors of 99 
per cent of the Woodham family from the South. Their de
scendants today number in the thousands and live in al
most every state and several foreign countries. Edward Jr. 
was a soldier in both the North Carolina Militia and the 
federal Continental Army during the Revolutinary War 
(1775-83). His son Aris Sr. was one of the first Methodist 
Church ministers in America and was ordained by the first 
Methodist Bishop of South Carolina. 

Alabama Woodham Cemetery Restored 
This is one of only two knO\m Woodham Family Ceme

teries in America; the other is near New1on in Dale 
County, Alabama. The Alabama cemetery was abandoned 
and overgrown when it became endangered. It has been 
restored through the efforts of members of the Woodham 
family as well as descendants of other families buried 
there. It took a lot of hard work to clear the underbrush, 
thorny vines and debris that was so thick it had completely 
hidden numerous graves for several years. A chain-link 

fence has been put up at a cost of about $2,000. Relatives 
of people buried here erected the fence themselves, saving 
more than $1,000 in labor costs. A very nice archway over 
the gate with the name of the cemetery was erected at a 
cost of about $750. A water well was dug and water lines 
have been run to provide water for flowers and the bath
rooms. A picnic shed with two bathrooms was built, 
thanks to a generous contribntion from Alto Junior Orr, 
son of Alto Woodham. Numerous flowers, shrubs and 
flowering trees have already been planted with more 
planned. 

New Tombstones Now Mark Graves 
James Burch ("J.B.") Daughtry, a grandson of Nellie 

Woodham and Major Holland ("Fox") Daughtry, started 
the drive that has dramatically increased the number of 
tombstones in the cemetery. J.B. personally donated the 
funds for a very nice double-wide tombstone for his great 
grandparents, Aris Woodham Junior and his second \life, 
Caron H. Riley. She died in 1872 and he in 1880. During 
the years since their deaths, their graves were marked only 
with rocks and iron rods. J. B. also donated a sizeable 

portion of the cost of a double-wide tombstone for the 
graves of Edward Harley Woodham Senior and his wife, 
Sarah Dowling, uncle of Aris Woodham Jr. Veterans 
tombstones have been placed on several graves, including 
Athanasius Woodham (brother of Aris Jr. and nephew of 
Edward H. Sr.). Several other new tombstones have been 
erected, most of these for relatives who died in the !800's. 

Books On Both Woodham Cemeteries 
Our Woodham Family Historian, Robert Earl Woodham, 

has written books on both our Woodham Family Cemeter
ies. These provide information about their location, his
tory of the cemeteries and the land around the sites and de
scription of the cemeteries and their current condition. 
Each book has at least one or more pages on every kno,m 
person buried there, giving information and history of each 
person. Robert Earl prepared the books on our new com
puter, so they look very nice and will be a valuable addi
tion to the home of every Woodham descendant-

something you "ill be proud to hand do\\n to your children 
and grandchildren. 

A copy of the book on the Lee County Cemetery will be 
given to every relative who makes a donation of at least 
$100 for its restoration. Relatives who have ancestors bur
ied at both cemeteries will receive copies of both the 
Woodham Family Cemetery in Lee County, SC and the 
Woodham Family Cemetery in Dale County, Ala. We will 

start mailing your copies of the books in August. 

Restoration Will Help Erase Family Shame 
The restoration and preservation of our Woodham Family 

Cemetery in Lee County, SC will help erase the shame of 
its destruction. It is something that should never have hap
pened. The fact it has been plowed over for several years 
does not mean we can simply forget our ancestors buried 

there nor ignore the sanctity of their graves. The desecra
tion of our family graves is no less than if a church ceme
tery down the road were to be destroyed and plowed over. 

The Woodham Family Cemetery must be restored along 
with the memory of our mothers and fathers buried there. 
Their souls cry in shame for their children who have de

serted them. 
They gave us life and much more. They were honorable 

people who lived their lives with dignity, loved by their 
friends, neighbors and children. 

It is time to restore their dignity. It is time to restore 
their graves. 

Remember vour Woodham ancestors with a memorial do

nation. 
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Memorial Donations For Restoration Of Our Woodham Family Cemetery 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Woodham, you are urged to support the restoration of our Woodham 

Family Cemetery located in the Stokes Bridge Community of Lee County, South Carolina. Your ancestors are 
buried here. We need funds for a chain-link fence around the cemetery and tombstones for Edward Woodham 

Junior and his wife Mary and their son Reverend Aris Woodham Senior and his wife Rachel Beasley. The fence 

and tombstones are the most important things needed to start with and will be the first part of our restoration ef
forts. Once these have been installed, we will concentrate upon adding a nice sign with the name of the ceme
tery, the addition of other tombstones for the remaining relatives buried here, landscaping the site with flowers 

and trees, installing benches for visitors and erection of a historic site marker. Memorials can be made for either 

deceased loved ones or in honor of living relatives. 

The following relatives have made contributions for the restoration of our Woodham Family Cemetery: 

Brockington Graham ("Woody") Woodham Jr. Tryon, North Carolina $100 

In Memory of my father, Brockington Graham Woodham Sr., son of Stephen Middleton 

Woodham ( John Wesley Woodham, Stephen Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

Mary E. Wilson Pasadena, California $25 

In Memory of my great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham, daughter of Aris Woodham 
and Rebecca Smith, Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

E. Jerome Woodham Marietta, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my mother, Mrs. Ora Lee Smith Woodham, wife of William Allen Woodham of 
LaGrange, Ga. (Ressie Joshua Woodham Sr., William Hartwell Woodham, Aris Woodham, Ed
ward Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

Rosemary Woodham Bonifay Pensacola, Florida $18 

In Memory of my father, Grady Cecil Woodham of Geneva County, Ala.(John Talbot Wood
ham, Johnathan Robert Woodham, Edward Harley Woodham Sr., Edward Woodham Junior) 

Frederick Sidney ("Fred") Woodham Brooks, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my father, Owen Frederick Woodham of Darlington County, SC (Thomas 
Emberry Woodham, Johnathan Edward Woodham Sr., Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

Send your donations to either: Woodham Family Association, PO Box 1321, Dothan, Ala. or Alva L. Woodham, 
100 Running Fox Rd., Columbia, SC 29223. 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you hear of a death in our 
family, PLEASE let us know. Send us details about the 
relative including full name, place and dates of birth and 
death, names of parents, spouse and children, occupa
tion, membership in clubs, church, military service, 
schools attended, etc. Give name and location of ceme
tery where buried. If you see a newspaper obituary, 
please clip this, along with the name and date of the pa
per from the top of the page and send to us.) 

ROBERT EARL WOODHAM, NATIVE 
OF ALABAMA, DIES IN PANAMA 

CITY 

PANAMA CITY, Fla.-Robert Earl Woodham, 50, died 
in Panama City, Fla. 14 July, 1993. 

Robert Earl was born 3 May, 1943 in Ashford, Ala., 
son of William Manuel (Manuel) Woodham and Fannie 
Merle Moates. He was a grandson of Joseph Charles 
Woodham and Pearl Dunn and great grandson of John 
Edward Woodham and Sarah Ann White. He was a 
great great grandson of Joseph Reddick Woodham and 
Candice Riley and a great great great grandson of Aris 
Woodham Junior and his first wife Rachel Richardson, 
both natives of Lee County, SC. 

Robert Earl was born an invalid and lived with his par
ents all his life in the Dothan area until recently. He was 
the youngest of eight children. Robert Earl died at a 
Panama City nursing home. 

Burial was at Memory Hill Cemetery here. 
Survivors include his father, William Manuel Wood

ham, Panama City; sisters Mildred Woodham (Mrs. Carl 
Caulder) and Shirley Jean Woodham (Mrs. James W. 
Sanders), both of Dothan; brother, Randall Woodham, 
Dothan; several nieces and nephews. 

(Remember your Woodham Family Cemetery 
with a Memorial Donation in memory of your loved 
ones) 

DUAL ERIC WOODHAM, WORLD 
WAR II VET, DIES IN ARKANSAS 

V 
CONCORD, Ark.--Dual Eric Woodham died 29 June, 
1993 at St. Vincent Medical Center, Little Rock, aged 
81. 

Dual Eric was born 14 Mar., 1912 at Banner, Cleburne 
County, Arkansas, son of Beecher Foney Woodham, na- . 
tive of Shelby County, Ala. and Nancy Victoria White. 
He was a grandson of Francis Marion Woodham, a na
tive of Monroe County, Ala.and Martha Josephine John
son, great grandson of John Nelson Woodham, native 
of Conecuh County, Ala. and Elizabeth Ann Wiggins, 

great great grandson of Ira Woodham and Amelia Ann 
Stuckey, natives of Lee County, SC, and a great great 
great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley. 

Dual Eric served in the US Army during World War II. 
He married Ruby Alene Acklin in 1946 and they had two 

children. She died in 1985. Dual was a retired sawmill 
worker. He was a member of the Seventh Day AdvP-•
ists Church and a lifetime resident of Cleburne Coth.-1, 
Ark. 

Burial was at Miller Cemetery at Ida, Cleburne County. 
Surviving are a daughter, Sharon Alene Woodham 

(Mrs. Ray Cooper), Concord, Ark.; son, Larry Lyndle 
Woodham, Drasco, Ark.; brother, Eben Winford Wood
ham, Newport, Ark.; three grandchildren. 
(Remember your Woodham Family Cemetery with a 
Memorial Donation in memory of a Loved One) 

PAT THOMAS WOODHAM, GENEVA 
NATIVE, DIES IN MOODY, TEXAS 

MOODY, TEX.--Pat Thomas Woodham, 71, died 21 
April, 1993 in Temple, Tex. 

Pat Thomas Woodham was born 10 March, 1922 In 
Geneva County, Alabama, son of Jessie Ellison Wood
ham and Thelma Mae Cutchen. He was a grandson of 
Stephen Ellison Woodham and Mahulda Hobbs, f;V 
grandson of William Edward Woodham and Elizabeth 
Ann Kelly, both natives of Lee County, SC, great great 
grandson of Edward Woodham and Clarissa, great great 
( continued on page 5) 
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great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Bea
sley. 

,.....,at was a veteran of the US Army during World War 

ll. He married Marjorie Iantha Nelson in 1945. She was 
a native of Moody, Texas and they lived there the rest of 
their lives. They had two children. 

Pat was a retired building painter. He was a member 
of the Moody Church of Christ. 

Pat was also a founding member and strong supporter 
of the Woodham Family Association. He and Marjorie 
attended several Woodham National Reunions at Eu

faula, Alabama. They both managed to survive a serious 

auto wreck a few years ago on the way back home from 
one of the Woodham Reunions. 

Surviving are his wife, Marjorie Nelson Woodham, now 
of Angleton, Tex.; daughter Kathy Vee Woodham (Mrs. 
Farrell Faul), Angleton; son Elbert Pat Woodham, 
Moody, Tx.; a brother, Carl Ellison Woodham, Avon 

Park, Fla.; six grandchildren; two great grandchildren. 

(Remember your Woodham Family Cemetery with a 
_Aemorial Donation in memory of a Loved One) 

Mrs. CLINORIA ("Noby") WOODHAM, 
WIDOW OF JOHN THOMAS WOOD

HAM 

WEBB, Ala.-Mrs. Clinoria ("Noby") Brookins Wood
ham died at a nursing home in Ft. Gaines, Ga. 28 May, 
1993 at age 91. 

Noby was born 5 May, 1902 in Geneva County, Ala. 
She married Johnathan Thomas ("John Tom") Woodham 
in 1923 in Houston County. They had three children. 
John T. was the son of John Frederick Woodham and 
Lucy Ella Trotter. He was a grandson of John Wesley 
Woodham and Sarah Ward, great grandson of Frederick 
Woodham and Mary Ann Pollard, great great grandson 
of Edward Harley Woodham Sr. and Sarah Dowling and 
great great great grandson of Edward Woodham Junior, 
~ Revolutionary War soldier and his wife Mary. 

foby and John T. lived in Dale County from 1923 until 
moving to Houston County in 1939. They lived in Do
than since the l 950's. John T. died in 1981. Noby was a 
homemaker and a member of Southside Baptist Church. 

Woodham Family Journal July, 1993 Page 5 

Burial was at Dothan City Cemetery. 
Survivors include daughters Georgia Beatrice 

(Beatrice) Woodham (Mrs. Payton Mills), Dothan and 
Geraldine Woodham (Mrs. William F. Boyd), Cowarts; 
son Ben-
jamin Pounce ("Ben") Woodham, Webb; 8 grandchil
dren; 12 great grandchildren; 4 great great grandchildren. 

A grandson, Billy Ray Woodham, died in 1987. 
(Remember your Loved Ones with a Memorial Do
nation for the Woodham Family Cemetery) 

OTIS 0. WOODHAM, VETERAN OF 
WW II, KOREAN WAR AND VIETNAM 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Otis 0. Woodham died here 14 June, 
1993 at age 72. 

Otis was born 5 Feb., 1921 at Tumbleton, Henry 
County, Ala., son of McKinley ("Mac") Woodham and 

Gladys Tate. He was a grandson of Joseph John Wood

ham and Nora A. Wright, great grandson of Reddick 
Woodham and Clarissa Goff, great great grandson of 
Athanasius Woodham and Mary Kelly and great great 
great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley of Lee County, SC. 

Otis joined the US Marine Corps during World War II 
and served with distinction. During the Korean War, he 
enlisted in the US Army and remained in the Army for 

more than 20 years. He later served in Vietnam during 
the Vietnamese War and retired in 1963. After retire
ment, he lived in the Atlanta area where he was em
ployed as a security officer. He later moved to Dothan 
and served as a security officer with the Correctional 
Center at Sneads, Fla. and with a Dothan security com
pany. 

Otis married Dannie Mae Burdeshaw in 1943. They 
had three sons. Their son Ronald Earl Woodham Sr. 
died in 1985. Dannie died in 1977 in metro Atlanta. 
Otis married Mrs. Doris Patton Oquist in 1986. 

He was a member of the Woodham Family Association 
and had attended the Woodham National Reunion. 
Burial was at Webb Baptist Church Cemetery, Webb. 

Survivors include sons Dr. David Bruce (Bruce) 
Woodham, M.D., Dothan and Otis Kenneth ("Ken") 

( continued on Page 6) 
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Woodham, Stockbridge, Ga.; brother Royce Earl Woodham, 
Cowarts; half sisters, Betty Jean and Frances and half-brother, 
Charles Dickerson; 7 grandchildren; 3 great grandchildren; three 
stepchildren. 

(Remember your Loved Ones with a Memorial Do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery) 

Mrs. MAY SCOTT WOODHAM, 
WIDOW OF BURL M. WOODHAM 

HEBER SPRINGS, Ark.--Mrs. May Scott Woodham 

died in Arkansas 13 Feb., 1992 at age 95. 
May was born 7 March, 1896. She married Burrell 

Martin ("Burl") Woodham. They had one daughter and 

five sons. Burl died in 1959. Their sons Floyd S., Lloyd, 
Lonnie and Elvin all died in the ! 980's. 

Burl was the son of Francis Marion Woodham a native 
of Monroe County, Ala. and Martha Josephine Johnson. 
He was a grandson of John Nelson Woodham a native of 
Conecuh County, Ala. and Elizabeth Ann Wiggins, a 

great grandson of Ira Woodham of Lee County, SC and 
Conecuh County, Ala. and Amelia Ann Stuckey, great 
great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley. 

We have never been able to make contact with any 
members of May's immediate family so very little is 

known of them. 
Burial was at Miller Cemetery, Cleburne County, Ark. 
Survivors include a daughter, Dell Woodham; son Leon 

Woodham, Heber Springs, Ark.; several grandchildren. 
(Remember your Loved Ones with a Memorial Do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery) 

LUTHER WOODHAM, VETERAN OF 
WORLD WAR II, DIES IN DOTHAN 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Luther Woodham died here 6 June, 
I 993 at age 79. 
Luther was born 22 Oct., 1913 near Hartford, Ala., son 

of Theophilus Walton Woodham and Joanna Costella 
Marshall. He was a grandson of William Asa Woodham 

and Mary Jane Newton and a great grandson of William 
Edward Woodham and Elizabeth Ann Kelly, natives of 

Lee County, SC who settled in Dale County, Ala., great 
great grandson of Edward Woodham and Clariss¾. ; 
tives of Lee County, SC who settled in Georgia, Ycl 
great great great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham 
Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Luther entered the US Army in 1942 and served as a 
Supply Sergeant in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Ger
many during World War II. He married Lula Grace 
(Grace) Smith in 1945 soon after leaving the Army. 

They had one daughter. Luther was assistant manager of 
Dothan Frozen Foods & Cold Storage for many years. 

Burial was at Memory Hill Cemetery here. 
Survivors include his wife, Grace;daughter Glenda Faye 

Woodham (Mrs. David Cain), Dothan; sisters Opal 
Lorena Woodham (Mrs. C.W. Boyett), Phenix City and 

Augie Woodham (Mrs. J.F. Orr), Geneva, Ala.; brother, 

Pa!on Lawrence Woodham, Wedowee, Ala. 

TELL OS TB£ NEWS 
CALL AllD TELL 'IJS FAMILY IIEWS 

( 205-794-8785) 
V 

We want to hear from YOU. When you hear about a 
death in our family, a wedding, birth, an award, a 
child who earns the honor roll or other honors, a 
relative who enters or leaves the military service, 

I 0th, 25th, 30th, 40th and 50th wedding anniver
saries, big birthday parties, retirements, gradu
ations, scholarships and any other events in the 
family. We want to print this news in our family 
newsletter so we can all keep up with what's hap
pening in our family. If you see a newspaper arti
cle on any Woodham or descendant of a Wood
ham, clip this along with the name and date of the 
paper from the top of the page and send to us. 
You can also call us at (202) 794-8785, except 
daytimes Friday and Saturday (I work at night 
and sleep days on the weekends). V 

The death and marriage of every Woodham 
relative should be in their own family newsletter. 
But we can't know of this if you don't tell us. 



Blsboplille, SC•-Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Hllburn of 
Florence. SC announce the engagement of their 
daughter Tracy Michelle, to Pelzer Walter 
("Woody") Beasley lll. son of Ruth Virginia 

(Virginia) Woodham and her husband Pelzer Wal

ter ("Pete") Beasley Jr. of the Stokes Bridge Com
munity near Bishopville, Lee County, South Caro
lina. 

Woody is the grandson of Mrs. Ruth Hanvey 
Woodham and the late Harris Middleton ("Jack") 
Woodham of Lee County. He is a great grandson 
of Ernest Edward Woodham and Era Esther 
Moore, great great grandson of Johnathan Ed
ward Woodham and Sarah M. W. Bruce. great 

!"".great great grandson of Asa Woodham and Elaine 
Dubose and great great great great grandson of 
Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 
Woody is also the grandson of Mrs. Mary Etta 
Beasley and the late P. W. Beasley Sr. 

Woody is a graduate of Robert E. Lee Academy 
of Bishopville. He is self-employed as as co-
owner and operator of Quall Crossing Farms. 

Tracy is the granddaughter of Mrs. Mary Jane 
Worley and the late Edmond P. Worley of Tabor 
City, NC and Mrs. Mlldred Gladys Hllburn and the 
late B. J. Hilburn of Cerro Gordo. NC. She is a 
graduate of South Florence High School and at
tended Chowan College, Murfreesboro. NC. She 
is employed as service advisor with Horne Ford in 
Florence. 

The wedding is planned for 2 October at Kelley
town Baptist Church In the Kelleytown Commu-

~ nlty of Darlington County. 

(If you hear of a marriage in our family. please let 
let us know the details so we can print it) 
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Midland City, Ala.--Kenneth Michael (Michael) 
Woodham Sr. and his wife Martha Burgess of 
Dale County, Ala. announce the engagement of 
their daughter Rhonda Joy Woodham to William 
H. Odum Jr .. son of Mr. & Mrs. William H. Odum 
Sr. of Blakely, Ga. 

Joy is the granddaughter of the late Pilly Outher 
Woodham and Mattie Wanona Woodham. She is 
a great granddaughter of Edmonia M. Woodham 

and of Jasper Richard Woodham and Laura Flor
ida Woodham (all four great grandparents were 
Woodhams). Joy is a great great granddaughter 
of Edward Christopher ("Chris", "C.C. 'J Woodham 
and Joanna Riley and a great great great grand
daughter of Aris Woodham Jr. and his first wife 
Rachel Richardson and a great great great great 
granddaughter of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. 
and Rachel Beasley of Lee County, SC. 

Joy is a graduate of Dale County High School of 
Midland City and Auburn University. She Is em
ployed as a teacher with the Houston County 
School System. 

William is a graduate of Early County High 
School in Blakely and of Auburn University. He ls 
an entomologist and employed as president of 
Southeastern Pest Control & Chem-Turf Lawn 
Service of Dothan. 

The wedding is planned for 14 August at the 
First United Methodist Church of Dothan. 

NOTICE 
Please Send SASE When You Write 

When you writB tD the Woodham Family As5oc/aaon. 

please send a Jong self adclrE!ssed stamped envelope 
Our postage bl/ls have skyrockBted In recent years. 
In 1979 when we fDLJnded the Association. It cost 
only 15 cents tD mail a lettBr. It now costs twice 

that. In the fLlture when you contact LIS and want 
an answer. please send the long stamped envelope 
to hE!lp us hold down our E!X{Jenses. Our meager 
fLlnds are spread very thin. 
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WICKSBURG, Ala.--Kimberly Marie Peel and 

Terry Frank Woodham were married 12 June at 

the First Baptist Church in Slocomb, Ala. 

Terry is the son of William Franklin ("Frank") 

Woodham and Hazel Virginia Gulledge of Wicks

burg. He is the grandson of Mrs. Quillie Thames 

Woodham and the late Ford John Woodham and a 

great grandson of William Washington Woodham 

and Jessie Gertrude McCraney. Terry is a great 

great grandson of Moses Woodham and Elizabeth 

Peacock and a great great great grandson of Ed

ward Christopher ("Chris", "C.C.") Woodham and 

Joanna Riley, a great great great great grandson of 

Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richardson and a 

fifth great grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. and 

Rachel Beasley. 

Terry is a graduate of Wicksburg High School. 

He is employed with General Telephone Co. 

Kimberly is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Bobby 

Peel of Slocomb and a granddaughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. Paul Peel of Slocomb and A. C. McAllister of 

Hartford and the late Mrs. Ruby Seay McAllister. 

Kimberly is a graduate of Slocomb High School 

and Troy State University at Dothan, where she 

received a master's degree in elementary education. 
She is employed with the Dothan City School Sys

tem. 

Woodham Kin Make Honor Rolls 
OZARK, Ala.-Jennifer Nichole Woodham was named to the 
Carroll High School All "A" Honor Roll for the second semes
ter. She is a daughter of Robert Edward and Helen Woodham. 
MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-Tanya Denise Woodham was named 
to the "A" Honor Roll at Dale County High School. She is the 
daughter of Olen Peacock and Sandra Woodham. 

DOTHAN, Ala.--James Bernard ("]amie'J Woo,v 
ham and Lana Michelle Dillard were married 27 

March at Grandview Baptist Church here. 

Jamie is the son of Marion Hopewell Woodham 

and Shirley Louise Riley of Dothan. He is a 

grandson of the late Leslie Bernard Woodham and 

Mary Francis Gassett and a great grandson of Hil

lary Hopewell Woodham and Nancy Ella Peebles, 

a great great grandson of Joseph John Woodham 

and Epsy T. Truitt, great great great grandson of 

Reddick Woodham and Clarissa Goff, great great 

great great grandson of Athanasius Woodham and 

Mary Kelly and a fifth greart grandson of Reverend 

Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Lana Michelle is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Her

man Kenneth Dillard of Dothan. 

The bride wore a white satin gown with a full 

skirt and a cathedral-length train. V 
Mrs. Cindy Dillard of Leesburg, Ga., sister-in-

law of the bride, served as matron of honor. 

Bridesmaids were Amy Hunter, Julie Miller and 

Suzanne Hudgins, all of Birmingham, Mrs. Starla 

Frances Woodham Martin, Dothan, sister of the 

groom and Leah Owings, Tallassee, Al. 

Marion H. Woodham served his son as best man. 

Groomsmen-ushers were Steven Ray Woodham, 

Dothan, brother of the groom, Olan Martin, Do

than, brother-in-law of the groom, Richard Leger, 

Dothan, Paul Dillard, Leesburg, Ga. and David 

Dillard, Dothan, brothers of the bride. 

Lee Allen Woodham Seriously Injured 

HEADLAND, Ala.-Lee Allen Woodham was seriously inju
ried in an auto accident in early July. As of this writing, hP 

was in the intensive care unit of Southeast Alabama Medic~ 
Center and was listed in critical condition. 

Lee Allen is the son of Edward J. Woodham of Headland and 
the late Vanarah Tew. He is a grandson of Lee Woodham Sr. 
and Sarah Smith. He is married to Pauline Jenkins and they 
have two sons and a daughter. Our prayers are with you. 



Wendy Is Finalist In Miss 
Georgia Teen USA 

FRANKLIN, Ga.-Wendy Sue Woodham won a place as a 
~ist in the Miss Georgia Teen USA Pageant held at 

Atlanta's Airport Hilton Hotel 19-20 June. 
Wendy was born 19 May, 1977 in LaGrange, Ga., daughter of 

Terry Leonard Woodham and Debra Sue ("Debbie") Gallagher. 
She is a granddaughter of the late Harvey Lee Woodham and 
Nina Sparks, great granddaughter of William Hartwell Wood
ham and Catherine Parazada Norred, great great granddaugh
ter of Aris Woodham a native of Washington County, Ga. and 
resident of Lee County, SC and Upson, Heard and Carroll 

counties, Ga. and Amanda Wilson and great great great grand
daughter of Edward Woodham and Clarissa and a great great 
great great granddaughter of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley of Lee County, SC. 

Wendy is a graduate of Heard County High School at Frank
lin where she was a member of the Student Council and a 

cheerleader and was on the journalism staff. She enjoys scuba 
diving and modeling. 

She is employed by WELR radio station. She lives in Frank
lin with her mother, Mrs. Debbie Lipham. Her father Terry re
sides in LaGrange, Ga. 

************** 
I"'\ Tanya Denise Woodham Named 

Valedictorian At Dale County High 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-Tanya Denise Woodham was named 
Valedictorian of the 1993 graduating class of Dale County 
High School here. 

Tanya is the daughter of Olen Peacock Woodham and Sandra 
Jean Parnell of Midland City. She is the granddaughter of the 
late Cammie Lee Woodham and Myrtle Mary Peacock and 
great granddaughter of Marvin Bishop Woodham and Mary E. 
Bull, great great granddaughter of Daniel William Woodham 
and Martha Ann Enfinger, great great great granddaughter of 
Aris Woodham Jr. and Caron H. Riley, great great great great 
granddaughter of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Bea
sley. 

Tanya was named recipient of the Presidential Academic Fit
ness Award, the Scholastic Award in English and the Tandy 
Technology Academic of Excellence Award. 

She also received the Principal's Leadership Award. She was 
selected for the Who's Who Among American High School 
Students. 

I", The Midland City High School Clas of 1952 awarded Tanya 
with a $300 scholarship. She received a Judson Academic 
Scholarship to Judson College of Marion, Alabama. 
Tanya will enter Judson College this fall. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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Danny Woodham Injuried In Wreck 

OZARK, Ala.-Danny Woodham of Ozark was seriously in
jured in an auto wreck the second weekend of July. According 
to reports, a large 18-wheeler truck ran a red light on a four-
lane highway onto which Danny had entered, hitting Danny's 
car broadside. One report said the truck driver tested positive 
for drugs or alcohol and would lose his CDL truck driver's li

cense. 
Unfortunately, we do not know which Danny this is. There 

are at least two different Danny Woodhams living in the Ozark 
area: Daniel Paul Woodham and Daniel Andrews ("Danny") 

Woodham. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Mark Woodham Wins 4th Place In 

Alabama Future Farmers Competition 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-Mark Garrett Woodham has won 
fourth place in the Alabama Future Farmers of America Agri
cultural Mechanics Awards Program for 1993. 

Mark won the competition held at the Alabama FF A state 
convention in Montgomery's Civic Center. He won a cash 
award and also received a chapter banner. 

Mark is the son of Roy Asher Woodham and Deborah Sue 
("Debbie") Goodson of Dale County, near Midland City. He is 
a grandson of Mrs. Frances Meeks Woodham and the late Roy 
Talmadge Woodham of Napier Field and a great grandson of 
Jasper Richard Woodham and Mary Alice Bull, a great great 
grandson of Thomas L. Woodham and Nellie Enfinger, a great 
great great grandson of Edward Christopher ("Chris", "C.C.") 
Woodham and Joanna Riley, a great great great great grandson 
of Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richardson and great great 
great great great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Newest Woodham Business Is Ozark's 
Christopher's Diamond & Jewelry Salon 

OZARK, Ala.-The newest business in the Woodham family 
is Christopher's Diamond and Jewelry Salon which opened re
cently in the Daniel's Beauty Salon building on the four lane 
US Highway 231 (Montgomery Highway) in Ozark. 

The jewelry shop is owned and operated by Christopher 
Donald Woodham. He attended the Holland School for Jewel
ers and has worked for Harbin Jewelers of Ozark and Ted's 

Jewelers of Dothan. 
Christopher's will not be an ordinary jewelry store. Chris is a 

(continued on Page 12) 
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World War II Anniversary 
Issue Will Honor Veterans 

America and the world is now in the midst of observing 
the 50th anniversary of World War II, the greatest and 
most destructive conflagration the earth has ever wit
nessed. A large number of Woodhams and descendants 
of our family, both men and women, served in the mili
tary forces of the United States during this war. 

As part of this commemoration, we will publish a spe
cial issue of the family newsletter in honor of our family's 
veterans of World War 11. We would like to list every 
member of our family who served. 

We will try to list when they entered service, when they 
got out, where they did basic training and where they 
were stationed later. We will list the branch, unit, com
pany, ship, etc. they served in, and what theaters 
(regions), campaigns and battles they were part of We 
will also list the ranks they held, any medals and com
mendations they received and other details about their 
military activities, if you send us this information! 

We certainly want to commemorate all those who lost 
their lives in the War. Do you know anyone who died? 

We especially want to tell personal stories of these kin
folks: the hardships of battle, their experiences in foreign 
lands, friendships made, special events, memorable hap
penings. We hope to preserve the good and bad of the 

war, with memories of both the horror of the war and 
some of the fun times they experienced. 

Everyone comes out of a war with such memories and 

while some of our kinfolks who served in this war are 
still living, we hope to gather these memories and pre

serve them for future generations of our family. We also 

want to hear from the wives and children of these veter
ans and hear their memories oflife during the War. 
If you served in this war, PLEASE write and tell us 
about your service and give some of these memories to 
print. If you know of a relative who served in the,War, 
please tell us what you know about them. We don't want 
to leave a single Woodham relative out--their service to 
our nation was too important. Please help in this project 
to remember these relatives. 
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Join And Support Your Family Club V 

The Woodham Family Association is YOUR family club: 
it was founded by and for the Woodham family. We are 
a national, non-profit family club for all descendants of 
the Woodham family. 

Our Purpose: The Association was founded to give us 
an organization all our relatives can work with on mat
ters that concern our entire family. 
Our Goals: 

> collect Woodham information, records & photos 
> preserve these in our Woodham National Library 
> sponsor the Woodham National Reunion 
> sponsor a national family newsletter 
> sponsor publication of books on our family 
> sponsor restoration and preservation of our two 

family cemeteries and other burials sites 

Such goals require enough work to keep a full-time staff 
of people busy. But we don't have any paid staff All 
our work is done by volunteers--by your family. It i;U 
duty and responsibility of evezyone who has a drop of 
Woodham blood to take part in these projects: the care 
of our Woodham family cemeteries is your respondibil
ity. This isn't something you can just sit on your behind 
and expect a stranger to come along and do it for you. 
That's why we need a family club--to try and get all our 
relatives to work together as a/amity. 

Very little of these projects come free. In fact, we are 
paying double and even triple for some of our costs since 
we were first founded in 1978. The cost of mailing our 
newsletter with a bulk mailing permit for instance, has 
gone up from about 8 cents in 1979 to 20 cents each to

day. Postage for a regular letter has gone from 15 to 29 
cents. Printing and postage are our two biggest costs. 

Many of our original members and supporters have 
died since 1979. If the younger generations do not take 
their place as members, any hope for family unity we 
have will die with the present generation. U 

Be proud of your Woodham heritage--join your fariiiry 
club and support it with pride. 

Annual membership dues are still: $10 a year. 
Dues should be paid the first of each year. 



Wendy ls Finalist In Miss 
Georgia Teen USA 

FRANKLIN, Ga.-Wendy Sue Woodham won a place as a 
l""\;nalist in the Miss Georgia Teen USA Pageant held at 

Atlanta's Airport Hilton Hotel 19-20 June. 

Wendy was born 19 May, 1977 in LaGrange, Ga., daughter of 
Terry Leonard Woodham and Debra Sue ("Debbie") Gallagher. 
She is a granddaughter of the late Harvey Lee Woodham and 
Nina Sparks, great granddaughter of William Hartwell Wood
ham and Catherine Parazada Norred, great great granddaugh
ter of Aris Woodham a native of Washington County, Ga. and 
resident of Lee County, SC and Upson, Heard and Carroll 
counties, Ga. and Amanda Wilson and great great great grand
daughter of Edward Woodham and Clarissa and a great great 
great great granddaughter of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley of Lee County, SC. 

Wendy is a graduate of Heard County High School at Frank
lin where she was a member of the Student Council and a 
cheerleader and was on the journalism staff. She enjoys scuba 
diving and modeling. 

She is employed by WELR radio station. She lives in Frank
lin with her mother, Mrs. Debbie Lipham. Her father Terry re
sides in LaGrange, Ga. 

************** 
Tanya Denise Woodham Named 

Valedictorian At Dale County High 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-Tanya Denise Woodham was named 
Valedictorian of the 1993 graduating class of Dale County 
High School here. 

Tanya is the daughter of Olen Peacock Woodham and Sandra 
Jean Parnell of Midland City. She is the granddaughter of the 
late Cammie Lee Woodham and Myrtle Mary Peacock and 
great granddaughter of Marvin Bishop Woodham and Mary E. 
Bull, great great granddaughter of Daniel William Woodham 
and Martha Ann Enfinger, great great great granddaughter of 
Aris Woodham Jr. and Caron H. Riley, great great great great 
granddaughter of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Bea
sley. 

Tanya was named recipient of the Presidential Academic Fit
ness Award, the Scholastic Award in English and the Tandy 
Technology Academic of Excellence Award. 

She also received the Principal's Leadership Award. She was 
selected for the Who's Who Among American High School 
Students. 

/", The Midland City High School Clas of 1952 awarded Tanya 
with a $300 scholarship. She received a Judson Academic 
Scholarship to Judson College of Marion, Alabama. 

Tanya will enter Judson College this fall. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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Danny Woodham Injuried In Wreck 

OZARK, Ala.-Danny Woodham of Ozark was seriously in
jured in an auto wreck the second weekend of July. According 
to reports, a large 18-wheeler truck ran a red light on a four-

lane highway onto which Danny had entered, hitting Danny's 
car broadside. One report said the truck driver tested positive 
for drugs or alcohol and would lose his CDL truck driver's li

cense. 
Unfortunately, we do not know which Danny this is. There 

are at least two different Danny Woodhams living in the Ozark 
area: Daniel Paul Woodham and Daniel Andrews ("Danny") 

Woodham. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Mark Woodham Wins 4th Place In 

Alabama Future Farmers Competition 

MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-Mark Garrett Woodham has won 
fourth place in the Alabama Future Farmers of America Agri
cultural Mechanics Awards Program for 1993. 

Mark won the competition held at the Alabama FF A state 
convention in Montgomery's Civic Center. He won a cash 
award and also received a chapter banner. 

Mark is the son of Roy Asher Woodham and Deborah Sue 
("Debbie") Goodson of Dale County, near Midland City. He is 
a grandson of Mrs. Frances Meeks Woodham and the late Roy 
Talmadge Woodham of Napier Field and a great grandson of 
Jasper Richard Woodham and Mary Alice Bull, a great great 
grandson of Thomas L. Woodham and Nellie Enfinger, a great 
great great grandson of Edward Christopher ("Chris", "C.C.") 
Woodham and Joanna Riley, a great great great great grandson 
of Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richardson and great great 
great great great grandson of Reverend Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Newest Woodham Business Is Ozark's 
Christopher's Diamond & Jewelry Salon 

OZARK, Ala.-The newest business in the Woodham family 
is Christopher's Diamond and Jewelry Salon which opened re
cently in the Daniel's Beauty Salon building on the four lane 
US Highway 231 (Montgomery Highway) in Ozark. 

The jewelry shop is owned and operated by Christopher 
Donald Woodham. He attended the Holland School for Jewel
ers and has worked for Harbin Jewelers of Ozark and Ted's 
Jewelers of Dothan. 

Christopher's will not be an ordinary jewelry store. Chris is a 
(continued on Page 12) 
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World War II Anniversary 
Issue Will Honor Veterans 

America and the world is now in the midst of observing 
the 50th anniversary of World War II, the greatest and 
most destructive conflagration the earth has ever wit
nessed. A large number of Woodhams and descendants 
of our family, both men and women, served in the mili

tary forces of the United States during this war. 

As part of this commemoration, we will publish a spe
cial issue of the family newsletter in honor of our family's 
veterans of World War II. We would like to list every 
member of our family who served. 

We will try to list when they entered service, when they 
got out, where they did basic training and where they 
were stationed later. We will list the branch, unit, com
pany, ship, etc. they served in, and what theaters 
(regions), campaigns and battles they were part of. We 
will also list the ranks they held, any medals and com
mendations they received and other details about their 

military activities, if you send us this information! 
We certainly want to commemorate all those who lost 

their lives in the War. Do you know anyone who died? 
We especially want to tell personal stories of these kin

folks: the hardships of battle, their experiences in foreign 
lands, friendships made, special events, memorable hap
penings. We hope to preserve the good and bad of the 

war, with memories of both the horror of the war and 
some of the fun times they experienced. 

Everyone comes out of a war with such memories and 
while some of our kinfolks who served in this war are 
still living, we hope to gather these memories and pre
serve them for future generations of our family. We also 
want to hear from the wives and children of these veter
ans and hear their memories oflife during the War. 
If you served in this war, PLEASE write and tell us 
about your service and give some of these memories to 
print. If you know of a relative who served in the,War, 
please tell us what you know about them. We don't want 
to leave a single Woodham relative out--their service to 
our nation was too important. Please help in this project 
to remember these relatives. 

111ill11111iidl.N111111~~~1~~i~.~1,,i1i 
Join And Support Your Family Club \..I 

The Woodham Family Association is YOUR family club: 

it was founded by and for the Woodham family. We are. 
a national, non-profit family club for all descendants of 
the Woodham family. 
Our Purpose: The Association was founded to give us 
an organization all our relatives can work with on mat

ters that concern our entire family. 

Our Goals: 
> collect Woodham information, records & photos 
> preserve these in our Woodham National Library 
> sponsor the Woodham National Reunion 
> sponsor a national family newsletter 
> sponsor publication of books on our family 
> sponsor restoration and preservation of our two 

family cemeteries and other burials sites 
Such goals require enough work to keep a full-time staff 
of people busy. But we don't have any paid staff All 
our work is done by volunteers--by your family. It i~ 
duty and responsibility of everyone who has a drop of 
Woodham blood to take part in these projects: the care 

of our Woodham family cemeteries is your respondibil
ity. This isn't something you can just sit on your behind 
and expect a stranger to come along and do it for you. 
That's why we need a family club--to try and get all our 
relatives to work together as afamily. 

Very little of these projects come free. In fact, we are 

paying double and even triple for some of our costs since 
we were first founded in 1978. The cost of mailing our 
newsletter with a bulk mailing permit for instance, has 
gone up from about 8 cents in 1979 to 20 cents each to
day. Postage for a regular letter has gone from 1 S to 29 
cents. Printing and postage are our two biggest costs. 

Many of our original members and supporters have 
died since 1979. If the younger generations do not take 

their place as members, any hope for family unity we 
have will die with the present generation. U 

Be proud of your Woodham heritage--join your family 
club and support it with pride. 
Annual membership dues are still: $10 a year. 

Dues should be paid the first of each year. 



First Woodham History Book Coming Soon 
Beginnings Of Our Family Will Be Related In Our First History 

r'w e are proud to announce that the first history book every 
written on our Woodham family will be ready sometime at the 
end of this surmner. Thanks to our new computer and laser 
printer, we now have the tools to work with in writing books 
and a newsletter that look like the type was set by a typesetting 
company. 

Just IO years ago, we didn't have enough information abont 
our Woodham ancestors in our ancient homeland of England to 
fill a small notebook. We didn't have a single xerox copy of 
any document on our English ancestors, despite more than 30 
years of research by our family historian, Robert Earl Wood
ham. 

As preparations began for the first history book ever written 
on our family, it appeared our history would have to"dead end" 
with the first Woodham who came to America about 1655. A 
trip to England for research and to buy copies of documents 
was simply not financially possible for Robert Earl. 

Fortunately for those of us who are proud of our Woodham 
blood, many old English records have been microfilmed which 
can now be ordered by mail and viewed at local libraries. For 
almost three years now, Robert Earl has been researching old 

,.,.public and church parish records from Essex County and other 
' 'counties in England. These church books recorded marriages, 

christenings, births and deaths in local parishes ( church dis
tricts) of the Church of England and Roman Catholic Church. 
The only "legal" churches at the time. Some of these go back 
to the 1400's. Robert Earl has purchased dozens of copies of 
these old documents to print in the forthcoming book 
"Woodham Family History, Volume I". Instead of merely 
reading about the information, you will be able to look at copies 
of the actual documents on our ancestors. Many of these are 
written in Latin, the language of the churches, courts and 
learned folk up until the l 600's. 

Unfortunately, we could not afford to buy xerox copies of all 
the records found so far but Robert Earl has hand-copied every
thing he finds. All this information and copies now fill about a 
dozen notebooks in our Woodham Family National Library, a 
proud new addition to our collection offamily records. 

Robert Earl has also spent a great deal of effort researching 
the origin and meaning of our Woodham family name. He has 
\isited seven universities and colleges and several major city li
braries in the Southeast to locate books on the history of the 
English language, Middle English, Old English, Anglo-Saxon 
and further back to the Germanic "family" of languages and the 

('"'\Aryan (or Inda-European) group of languages, searching for 
roots of particular words. 

One of the important discoveries all this research has revealed 
is that some "authority" back in the l800's who said 
"Woodham" meaot a "village in the wood" simply did not do 

his Itomework! This idea was picked up by some others when 
they published books and spread still further by newspaper arti
cles in the U.S. in recent years. They were right about the 
"family" name coming from the name of a place (a "place" 
name). You will read much more about this in the book. 

There is a mountain of information, including ancient deeds, 
wills and other types of documents which haven't even been ex
plored yet. However, a lack of money will prevent us from get
ting these records and learning more about our ancestors. We 
will just have to settle for what we can afford to get. 

Despite this, you will find our first history book full of infor
mation never before available to us. You can look forward to 
seeing xerox copies of the actual documents, many written in 
fascinatingly beautiful handwriting from the 1500's and 1600's. 
At first, it was extremely difficult to decipher many of the docu
ments--especially those written in Latin ( often as not, written 
by semi-literate priests who created their ov.n spelling 
versions). The modem version of William appears as several 
versions of Qui/liamus. The modem English John could be Jo

hannes, Johanus, abbreviated as Jns. or many other versions. 
Robert Earl began researching the Old English and Saxon lan
guages just to be able to translate these old documents. 

You will not only learn who our ancestors were but discover 
where they came from and how and why the "family" names of 
Woodham, Woodham§, Wadham and Wadhams have spread 
throughout southern England. There doesn't appear to be any 
logical reason to add S onto the name but the spelling Wood
hams is probably more common today in England than without 
it. Several families with this spelling have immigrated to the 
United States, the first of whom settled in Michigan in the 
1840's. 

This will be the first of several books to be written on our 
family history. They won't end until we have brought our 
"history" up to the present, with information about the children 
born in the 1990's included in the final volume. 

This will make a wonderful heirloom for each member of our 
family. It will also make a special gift for another relative-
something that can be handed down for generations to come in 
our family. Remember--it's YOUR family history! 



Christopher's, continued from page 9 

Master Jeweler and plans to offer his patrons custom jewelry 
designs and will produce all types of fine jewelry himself. You 
give him an idea of what you want and he will design and 
make it for you, using any kind of precious gem you like. He 
can produce a one-of-a-kind ring, pendant, charms or bracelet 
for you, something that can become a real family heirloom--
since it will be designed and made by a fellow member of the 
Woodham family. 

Chris was married to Rhonda Lisa Benton last year. He is the 
son of Donald Woodham and Mignonette Bright of the Ewell 
Community near Ozark. He is a grandson of Joseph Molton 
Woodham and the late Gladys Tharpe and great grandson of 
Gillum David Woodham and Anna L. Peacock. He is a great 
great grandson of William Edward Woodham and Elizabeth 
Ann Kelly, a great great great grandson of Edward Woodham 
and Clarissa, great great great great grandson of Reverend Aris 
Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 
Daniel's Beauty Salon, in whose building Christopher's is now 

also located, is also a Woodham family business. It is owned 
and operated by Chris's uncle, Daniel Paul Woodham. Daniel 
has owned his own shop since the l 970's. He is a son of Joseph 
Molton Woodham. His wife, Chellie Elaine Baldwin, is the 
great granddaughter of Lenorah Frances Woodham. 
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Cemetery Fund Makes Some Progress 

Slowly--but surely--donations are coming in to re

store our historic Woodham Family Cemetery in Lee 

County, South Carolina. This is where the ancestors 
of99 per cent of all the Woodhams are buried (whose 
roots are in the South). 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Wood
ham, this is your family cemetery! It doesn't belong 

to the Smith family, the Rockefellers or Jones fami
lies; it is not a publicly-owned cemetery nor a church 

burial grounds--it is your family cemetery. It was es
tablished by our Woodham ancestors as a family bur
ial grounds: that means it is YOUR responsibility to 

~aintain and preserve it--not anyone else's. 

Ancestors Deserve Better 
A._t present, the cemetery is being plowed over and 

crops grown there. All but two of the tombstones 
have been lost and these two are broken into small 
pieces. Our ancestors were good folks and don't de
serve such treatment. 

Your ancestors buried in the family cemetery were 

decent, honest and hard-working people. One of 
them, Edward Woodham Junior, was a true American 
hero, a soldier who fought for the independence of 
America in the Revolutionary War (1775-1783)-
whose memory should be honored by the entire nation 
--while another, Aris Woodham Senior, was one of 

the first ministers of the Methodist Church in the 
South. Each of these men loved their children and 
provided well for them all. They helped their children 
and even grandchildren get started in life with land, 
money and slaves. The land these pioneers worked so 

r"°\ard to obtain and then clear has been handed down in 
the Woodham family to this day. Their lives set an 
example we should all try to emulate today. 

6Yhey were the kind of ancestors we can all be 

proud of Certainly, they don't deserve to have their 
tombstones destroyed and their graves plowed over! 

There are literally hundreds of descendants of these 
ancestors living today, scattered all over the United 
States--more than enough relatives to be able to fi
nance restoration of our cemetery--if we all do our 
part. Only extreme poverty can excuse any Woodham 
descendant from donating their share to restore and 
maintain our family cemetery. Those of you who re
fuse to face your responsibility will not only have to 
live with your shame in this life but will have to face 
your ancestor's in the next life. 

Make Donations As Memorials 
You can make donations to the Cemetery Fund as 

memorials to a departed loved one or in tribute to a 
living relative. Each donation will be recognized in 
our family newsletter. 

When a relative dies, put a request for memorial do
nations to the Cemetery in their obituary. The next 

time you make a donation--remember your family 
first!! (see page 2) 

Contact Us If You Want To Know 
Your Family History 

Far inlarmatian an the Woodham Family 
or ta learn about yaur family history, 

write to us at: 
W□□dhrun Familv Ju:s□clali□n 

PD Box 1321 
□□than, Alabama 36302 

□r call us at 

(205) 794-B7B5 
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Memorial Donations For Restoration Of Our Woodham Family Cemetery 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Woodham, you are urged to support restoration of your 
Woodham Family Cemetery located in the Stokes Bridge Community, Lee County, South Carolina. Your 
ancestors are buried here. We need funds for a chain-link fence to protect the site and tombstones. 

The following relatives have made contributions (listed with their ancestry): 

Brockington Graham Woodham Jr. Tryon, North Carolina $100 
In Memory of my father, Brockington G. Woodham Sr., son of Stephen Middleton Wood

ham (son ofJohn Wesley Woodham, Stephen Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

Mary E. Wilson Pasadena, California $25 
In Memory of my great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham, daughter of Aris Woodham 

and Rebecca Smith (Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

E. Jerome Woodham Marietta, Georgia $100 

In Memory of: my mother, Mrs. Ora Lee Smith Woodham, wife of William Allen Woodham 

of LaGrange, Georgia (Ressie Joshua Woodham Sr., William Hartwell Woodham, Aris Woodham, 

Edward Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

Rosemary Woodham Bonifay Pensacola, Florida $18 
In Memory of: my father, Grady Cecil Woodham of Geneva County, Ala. (John Talbot 

Woodham, Johnathan Robert Woodham, Edward Harley Woodham Sr., Edward Woodham Junior) 

Frederick Sidney ("Fred") Woodham Brooks, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my father, Owen Fredereick Woodham of Darlington County, SC (Thomas 

Emberry Woodham, Johnathan Edward Woodham Sr., Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

lea Ida Woodham Lovett Mayflower, Arkansas $10 

In Memory of my father, Oscar Lee Woodham (Francis Marion Woodham, John Nelson 

Woodham, Ira Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dowling Woodham Sr. Bishopville, South Carolina $25 
In Memory of: Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma Turnage Woodham Parrish 

(widow of Rufus Woodham) (John Wesley Woodham, Ira Edward Woodham, Edward Christopher 

("C.C. ", "Chris") Woodham, Aris Woodham Jr., Aris Woodham Sr.) 
Mrs. Ella Perry Foster Zarr Bay Minette, Alabama $100 

In Memory of: my great grandmother, Icy Sophronia Skinner, daughter of Rachel Woodham 

(daughter of Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Woodham Jr.) 
Mrs. Ruth Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina $20 

In Memory of: my husband, Harns Middleton ("Jack") Woodham (Ernest Edward Woodham, 

Johnathan Edward Woodham, Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 
continued on next page ... 
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Teresa Ann Wallace Madison, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my great great grandmother, Harriett S. Woodham and her husband, William 

E. Hearon (Dorothy Ann Jenkins, Nancy Harriett Hearon, William Woodham Hearon, Harriett S. 

Woodham, Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 
Mrs. Delene Woodham Pensacola, Florida $40 

In Honor of my husband, William Jesse Woodham Jr. (school principal, county school super

intendent, college professor) (YY. J. Woodham Sr., Aaron Thomas Woodham, John Wesley Wood 
ham, Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) 
Mrs. Jack Woodham Tavares, Florida $50 

In Memory of my husband, Jack Howard Woodham (Hilliary Hopewell Woodham, Joseph 

John Woodham, Reddick Woodham, Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr.) Editor's Note: in 
a letter to us, Minnie stated she had made a contribution for the South Carolina Woodham Cemetery. 
She sent this to the chairman of the Woodham Cemetery Committee in Dale County, Alabama and it 
was mistakenly used on that cemetery.) 

South Carolina Woodham Reunion Bishopville, South Carolina $30 

In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma Woodham Parrish 

Send your memorial donations for the Cemetery Restoration Fund to: 

Woodham Family Association 
PO Box 1321 

Dothan, Alabama 

Books On Two Woodham Family 
Cemeteries Will Be Printed 

As a thank-you for those folks who are considerate enough to 

make at least.a $50 donation toward restoration of our Wood
ham Family Cemetery in Lee County, South Carolina, our Pre
sident and Family Historian Robert Earl Woodham will present 
such donors with a copy of books which he has prepared on 
each cemetery. 

Roben Earl has devoted a great deal of research and effon to 
~s project. He has interviewed numerous living relatives of 
• people buried at the cemeteries, pored through old newspapers 

for obituaries and searched old deeds and mountains of other 
records to identify every person buried at both cemeteries. 

Each book ,viii have one or more pages on every person bur
ied at the cemetery. It will contain a brief history of the per 

son, their ancestry and such personal information as occupa 
tion, church membership, etc. that may be known. 

If the exact location of their grave is known, this will be de
scribed. For persons with a tombstone, the location of the 
grave, along with the tombstone inscription will be included. 

The books will also include a general history of the cemeter
ies, detailed location information with maps and more. In the 
case of the Dale County Woodham Cemetery, that book will in
clude a history of the cemetery's restoration and the activities of 
the Cemetery Committee. 

The books will be sofH:over and spiral bound. The books are 
already complete and ready for distribution as soon as we can 
get the covers printed. Copies will be deposited in several local 
libraries and the state archives in Alabama and South Carolina. 

Interested persons other than donators may purchase copies at 
$20 each plus $2 postage. 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: we try to print the death of every 
relative we know of If anyone is left out, it is be
cause no one in the immediate family let us know. 
When you see an obituary of a Woodham relative in a 
newspaper, please clip this, along with the name and 
date of the paper from the top of the page and send 
this to us. If you hear of a death but don't have an 
obit, please write or call and tell us the details) 

EDWARD 
NATIVE 

J. WOODHAM, DALE 
DIES IN ABBEVILLE 

ABBEVILLE, Ala.--Edward J. Woodham died at 
his home here 4 Oct., aged 75. 

Edward was born I I Mar., 1918 in Dale County, 
Ala. near Newville, son of Lee Woodham Sr. and 
Sarah Francis ("Fanny") Smith. He was a grandson of 
Ira Edward Woodham and Millie Ann Enfinger, great 
grandson of Edward Christopher ("C.C.", "Chris") 
Woodham and Joanna Riley, great great grandson of 

Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richardson, great 
great great grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley and fourth great grandson of Edward 
Woodham Jr. and Mary. 

Edward married Vanarah Tew in 1939. They had 
four sons, including Kenneth Earl who died in I 963. 

Vanarah died in 1976. They had lived in a home they 
owned near Midland City most of their married lives. 

Edward was a member of Concord Baptist Church 
in Dale County. He had been a farmer most of his life 
and had been retired for several years. 

Burial was at Concord Baptist Church Cemetery. 
Survivors include sons Lee Allen Woodham, Black

wood Community, Dale County, Edward McArthur 
("Mac") Woodham, Headland and Roger Dale Wood
ham, Newville; brothers Jack Woodham and Thomas 
Letrell Woodham, both of Midland City; 7 grandchil
dren; 6 great grandchildren. 

Remember your loved ones with a memorial dona

tion to your Woodham Family Cemetery 

THOMAS ESTON BALDWIN, 
GRANDSON OF LENORAH 

FRANCES WOODHAM 

V 

OZARK, Ala.--Thomas Eston ("Tommie") Baldwin 
ofDale County died 18 Sept. at age 77. 

Eston was born in Aug., 1916 in Dale County, son 
of Jesse Monroe Baldwin and Chellie Miller. He was 
a grandson ofLenorah Frances Woodham and George 
Augustus Baldwin, great grandson of Thomas Jeffer
son Woodham and Mary Riley, great great grandson 
of Aris Woodham and Rebecca Sarah Smith, great 

great great grandson of Athanasius Woodham and 
Mary Ann Kelly, fourth great grandson of Aris Wood
ham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Eston was a retired Civil Service employee and a 
member of Bethel Methodist Church. 

Burial was at Bethel Methodist Church Cemetery in 

Dale County. 
Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Fannie Pearl 

Walker Baldwin; daughter and son-in-law, Chelliv 
Elaine Baldwin and Daniel Paul Woodham of Dale 
County; son Tommy Eston Baldwin Jr., Ozark; sisters 
Mrs. Corene Baldwin Purcell, Bainbridge, Indiana and 

Mrs. Sue Baldwin Snellgrove, Ozark; 6 grandchil-
dren. 
Remember your loved ones with a memorial dona

tion to the Woodham Family Cemetery 

STONE LAKE WOODHAM, INFANT 
CHILD OF DAVID F. WOODHAM 

DALEVILLE, Ala.--Stone Lake Woodham, child of 
David Forrester Woodham and his wife Lana Suzanne 
Carpenter, died 23 Nov. in a Dothan hospital. 

He was the grandson of the late Danny O'Neal 
Woodham, great grandson of Homer O'Neal Wood
ham and Mary Evelyn Forrester, great great grandson 
of Hiram Dellon S. Woodham and Mary Bel\.., 
Hartzog, great great great grandson of Athanasius 

(continued on page 5) 
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continued ... 

Woodham and Mary Ann Kelly, fourth great grand
son of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Burial was in Dothan City Cemetery. 
Survivors include his parents of Daleville; a brother, 

Jacob Forrester Woodham of the home; maternal 
grandmother Sharon Stone, Panama City, Fla. 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial 
Donation to the Woodham Family Cemetery 

EUGENE MAUND, SON OF CLYDE 
WOODHAM DIES IN N. ORLEANS 

OZARK, Ala.--Eugene Maund died in New Orleans 
15 July, 1992 following a heart attack. 

Eugene was born in 1942 in Dale County, son of 
f"flyde E. Woodham and Elmer E. C. Maund. He was 

a grandson on his mother's side of Wesley Alver 
Woodham and Ona Pearl Skinner and on his father's 
side of Mallie Vera Woodham and Samuel Jasper 
Maund. He was a great grandson of John Wesley 
Woodham and Almedia Ellen Hobbs, great great 
grandson of Steven Moses Woodham and Sarah 
Amanda Galloway, great great great grandson of Aris 
Woodham Jr. and Caron H. Riley, fourth great grand
son of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Eugene was the owner ofMaund Produce Company 
here for the last several years. He had been a member 
of the 131 st Tank Battalion of the Alabama National 
Guard in Ozark for 18 years. 

Eugene was a member of the Southside Baptist 
Church here. 

Burial was at Chalkhead Baptist Church Cemetery 
in the Chalkhead Community of Dale County. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Sue King Maund, 
r"Ozark; daughter, Sabrina Maund, Ozark; sons, Chris 

Maund, Ozark and Brad Maund, US.Army, Ger
many; a step-son, Johnny Mathews, Dothan; four sis-

ters, Mrs. June Maund Beasley, Mrs. Margie Maund 

Wright, Mrs. Jane Maund Roberts and Mrs. Janice 

Maund Shaw, all of Ozark; one grandchild. 
Remember your loved ones with a Memorial 

Donation to the Woodham Family Cemetery 

JAMES WILLIAM SHAVER DIES IN 
TRIATHLON SPORTS COMPETITION 

TRENTON, SC--James William ("Jim") Shaver col
lapsed and died while competing in a triathlon sports 

competition at Cumming (metro Atlanta), Ga. 30 
May, 1992. 

Jim was born 26 Dec., 1959 in Augusta, Ga., son of 
Ethel Modelle (Modelle) Woodham, a native of Ge
neva County, Ala. and Charles William Shaver. He 
was a grandson of William Washington Woodham of 
Dale and Geneva counties, Ala. and Mary M. Hall, 
great grandson of Moses ("Mode") Woodham and 
Elizabeth ("Cricket") Peacock, great great grandson 

of Edward Christopher ("C.C.", "Chris") Woodham 
and Joanna Riley, great great great grandson of Aris 
Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richardson and fourth great 
grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Jim was employed as a Facility Sergeant with 
Wackenhut Services, Inc. at the Savannah River Nu
clear Facility near Augusta. He was a certified fire
fighter for the County Line Volunteer Fired Depart
ment. He was a member, deacon, Sunday School Su
perintendent and Royal Ambassadors Director at Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church in Trenton. He had been a mem
ber and faithful supporter of the Woodham Family 
Association for several years. 

Jim was a sports enthusiast. His death came while 
participating in a triathlon event at Cumming. Such 
events include three different sports, usually bike rid
ing, swimming and foot racing. 
_ Burial was at Mt. Zion Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Survivors include his mother, of Trenton; sisters 
Mrs. Judy Lauren Shaver Willis, Trenton, Linda Dale 

Shaver, Rep. of Panama, Mrs. Virginia Wanda Shaver 
Lenz, Toledo, Ohio and Mrs. Mary Patricia Shaver 
Phillips, Aiken, SC; brother, Charles Marvin Shaver, 
Trenton. 

Remember your loved ones with a memorial 



DOTHAN, Ala.-Dacia Lee Woodham and Ricky J. V. Shiver 
were married here 8 May, 1992. 

Dacia is the daughter of Ronald Terry ("Ronnie") Woodham 
Sr. and Debra Sue Lindsey. She is the granddaughter of Jack 
Woodham and Quintadell Kirkland of Dale County, Ala. 
Dacia is a great granddaughter of the late Lee Woodham Sr. 
and Sarah Frances Smith, great great granddaughter of Ira Ed
ward Woodham and Millie Ann Enfinger, great great great 
granddaughter ofEdward Christopher ("C.C.", "Chris") Wood
ham and Joanna Riley, fourth great granddaughter of Aris 
Woodham Jr. and Rachel Beasley, fifth great granddaughter of 
Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Dacia was born 22 Jan., 1972 in Dothan. 
Ricky is the son of Tommy J. V. Shiver and Patricia Carol 

Armstrong of Midland City. 

~ 
DOTHAN, Ala.-Michael Ashley Woodham and Janet Lynn 
Rotenberry were married here 28 Dec., 1992. 

Michael is the son of Joe Michael Woodham and Coleen 
Grace Woodham Blackshear. His paternal grandparents were 
James Robert Woodham and Tavis Shields. He is a great 
grandson of Robert ("Bob") Woodham and Cassie Galloway, 
great great grandson of Joseph John Woodham and Norah A. 
Wright, great great great grandson of Reddick Woodham and 
Clarissa Goff, fourth great grandson of Athanasius Woodham 
and Mary Kelly, fifth great grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. and 
Rachel Beasley. On his mother's side, he is a grandson of Perry 
Marley Woodham and Bonnie Lee Carr, great grandson of 
Marvin Bishop Woodham and Mollie E. Bull, great great 
grandson of Daniel William Woodham and Martha Ann Enfin
ger, great great great grandson of Aris Woodham Jr. and 
Caron H. Riley, fourth great grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. 
and Rachel Beasley. 

Michael was born 14 Jan., 1971 in Dothan. 
Janet is the daughter of Recotta Rotenberry and Sheron Ann 

Stallard. 

~ood/1a1m, 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Millicent Sue Woodham and Michael Way
ne Thompson were married here 24 July, 1992. 

Millie was born 12 Jan., 1973 in Dothan, daughter of Billy 
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Bruce Woodham and Sue Ellen Weeks. She is the granddaugh-
ter of Perry William Woodham and Dorothy Lee Kirkland, 
great granddaughter of Charles Lafayette Woodham and Elizr , 
Jane Hall, great great granddaughter of Moses Woodham an"""' 
Elizabeth ("Cricket") Peacock, great great great granddaughter 
of Edward Christopher ("C.C.", "Chris") Woodham and Joanna 
Riley, fourth great granddaughter of Aris Woodham Jr. and 
Rachel Richardson, fifth great granddaughter of Aris Wood
ham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Michael is the son of Ronald Wayne Thompson and Susan 
Diane Cook. 

QUINCY, Fla.-Amy Joe Woodham and Matthew M. Dunbar 
were married 23 Oct at First Presbyterian Church here. 

Amy is the daughter of Sheriff William Albert ("W.A.") 
Woodham of Quincy and Mrs. Donna Beth McClellan Wood
ham of Tallahassee. She is the granddaughter of the late Ches-
ter Wesley Woodham and Lillie Mae Holloway, great grand
daughter of Charles Lafayette Woodham and Eliza Jane Hall, 
great great granddaughter of Moses Woodham and Elizabeth 
("Cricket") Peacock, great great great granddaughter of Edward 
Christopher ("C.C. ", "Chris") Woodham and Joanna Riley, 
fourth great granddaughter of Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel 

Richardson, fifth great granddaughter of Aris Woodham sr'V 

and Rachel Beasley. 
Amy is employed with Florida Outdoor Advertising Associa

tion in Tallahassee. 
Matthew is the son of Peter M. Dunbar of Tallahassee and 

Mrs. R G. Whitfield, Snellville, Ga. He is employed with the 
New York Yankees baseball club. 

Rev. Van McClellan, the bride's uncle, and Rev. Terry Dyer 
performed the ceremony. Maids of honor were Laurie Beth 
Woodham and Emily Ann Woodham, the bride's sisters, both 
of Tallahassee. Bridesmaids were Chollet Dunbar, the groom's 
sister-in-law, Sue Davis, Carol Dover, Julie Kremer, Whitney 
Staed and Mary Higdon. Flower girls were Sara Dunbar, the 
groom's sister, and Brittany Dover. 

W. A. Woodham, the bride's father and sheriff of Gadsden 
County, Fla., and Marc Dunbar, brother of the groom, served as 
best men. Groomsmen were Jake Whitfield, groom's brother, 
Jim Merola, Guy Gallagher, Dean Harrison, Kurt Bissett, Mike 

Gomez, Brad Gregory and Jerry Neilson. 
The couple honeymooned at Negri!, Jamaica in the Car

ribean. They are now living in Tallahassee. 

v 

(continued on next page) 



continued ... 

o//Joodlwmi @illmzd 
DOTHAN, Ala.-James Bernard ("Jaruie") Woodham and La
na Michelle Dillard were married here 27 Mar., 1993 at Grand
view Baptist Church. 

Jaruie is the son of Marion Hopewell Woodham and Shirley 
Louise Riley of Dothan. He was born 15 Aug., 1967 in Ger
many where his father was stationed in the US Army. Jaruie is 
a grandson of the late Leslie Bernard Woodham and Mary 
Frances Gassett of Dothan, great grandson of Hilliary Hopwell 
Woodham and Nancy Ella Peebles, great great grandson of 
Joseph John Woodham and Epsy Truitt, great great great 
grandson of Reddick Woodham and Clarissa Goff, fourth great 
grandson of Athanasius Woodham and Mary Kelly, fifth great 
grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Lana is the daughter of Herman Kenneth Dillard and Lana 
Faye Hart. 

f11Jmton 
DOTHAN, Ala.-Rodney Talmadge McKuight and Terri Lyn
ne Burton were married here 14 Apr., 1993. 

I""., Rodney is the son of Linda Rebecca Woodham and Carlton 
Graham McKnight of Midland City. He was born 21 May, 
1966. He is the grandson of Mrs. Frances Merle Weeks of 
Napier Field and the late Roy Talmadge Woodham. great 
grandson of Jasper Richard Woodham Sr. and Mary Alice Bull, 
great great grandson of Thomas L. Woodham and Nellie Enfin
ger, great great great grandson of Edward Christopher ("C.C.", 
"Chris") Woodham and Joanna Woodham, fourth great grand
son of Aris Woodham Jr. and Rachel Richardson, fifth great 
grandson of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Terri is the daughter of Earnest Earl Burton and Lois Mar
ilyn Hughey. 

,/Yowdt 
HEADLAND, Ala.-Toni Leigh Harbert and Russell Harry 
Nowell were married here 31 July, 1993. 

Toni is the daughter of Peggy Ann Woodham Harbert of 
Headland and the late Thomas Floyd Harbert. She was born 7 
June, 1967. 

Toni is the granddaughter of the late Molton Woodham and 
Lina Bertha Tharpe. great granddaughter of Jesse Alexander 

f"'"i"Alex") Woodham and Daisy Belle Thompson, great great 
granddaughter of John Wesley Woodham and Almedia Hobbs, 
great great great granddaughter of Stephen Moses Woodham 
and Sarah Amanda Jane Galloway, fourth great granddaughter 

noounam .l'auIIIJ' dUUl"Uill daDUil.lJ, .J.77.. £iii,~ I 

of Aris Woodham Jr. and Caron Riley, fifth great granddaugh
ter of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

The couple were married by Rev. J. David Southerland at 

Headland. 
Russell is the son of Gene 0. Nowell and Louise B. Martin. 

OJPur/lu 
DOTHAN, Ala.-Gary Timothy Wright and Sandra Lee 
Spivey were married here 17 Sept. by Rev. Gillis Crenshaw. 

Timothy is the son of Mavis A. Woodham Wright of Napier 
Field and Gary W. Wright of Midland City. He is a grandson 
of the late Wesley Alver Woodham and Ona Pearl Skinner, 
great grandson of John Wesley Woodham and Almdia Hobbs, 
great great grandson of Stephen Moses Woodham and Sarah 
Amanda Galloway, great great great grandson of Aris Wood
ham Jr. and Caron Riley and fourth great grandson of Aris 
Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

Sandra is the daughter of D. B. ("Bob") Spivey and Maxine 
Stephens. 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Leanna Michele Woodham and Darrell 
Keith Phillips were married 6 Nov. at Faith Baptist Church in 
Cowarts. 

Leanna is the daughter of S. J. Woodham of Dothan and the 
late Lauralene ("Polly") Hodges. She was born 28 Mar., 1969 
in Dothan. She is a granddaughter of the late Willie Earnest 
Woodham and Lennie Estelle Carroll, great granddaughter of 
Andrew Jackson Woodham and Eliza Ann Richardson, great 
great granddaughter of Frederick Woodham and Mary Ann 
Pollard, great great great granddaughter of Edward Harley 
Woodham Sr. and Sarah Dowling and fourth great grand
daughter of Edward Woodham Jr. and Mary. 

Leanna is a 1987 graduate of Dothan High School and re
ceived an associate degree in medical assistance from Wallace 
College of Dothan. She is employed by FirstMed of Dothan. 

Darrell is the son of Ronnie Earl Phillips and Judy Eleanor 
Rhodes of Gadsden, Ala. He is a 1985 graduate of Southside 
High School in Gadsden and received a bachelor's degree in 
computer information systems from Jacksonville State Univer
sity, Jacksonville, Ala. He is employed by Southeast Alabama 
Medical Center here. 

The couple are making their home in Dothan. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you hear of a marriage in our fam
ily, please let us know the details. Write or call us and tell us 
something about the couple's background, including schools at
tended, occupation, church, etc., along with wedding details 
such as bridesmaids, best men, minister, honeymoon. We want 
to print all marriages in our faruily) 
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KAYLEY JOY WOODHAM 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Kerry Mcclenny and her husband 
Christopher Doyle ("Chris") Woodham announce the 
birth of a daughter, Kayley Joy Woodham, born 2 
Oct. at Flowers Hospital here. 

Kayley Joy is the granddaughter of John Doyle 
Woodham and Sara Lois Carpenter of Houston 
County, Ala. She is a great granddaughter of Mrs. 
Quillie Thames Woodham of Houston County and the 
late Ford John Woodham, great great granddaughter 
of Moses Woodham and Elizabeth V1Iginia Peacock, 
great great great granddaughter of Edward Christo
pher ("C.C.", "Chris") Woodham and Joanna Riley, 
fourth great granddaughter of Aris Woodham Jr. and 
Rachel Richardson and fifth great granddaughter of 
Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. 

WOODHAM HONORED BY HENRY 
COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

ABBEVILLE, Ala.--Charles Winchell Woodham 
Senior has been honored by the Henry County Board 
of Education for his service to the Board and his ac
complishments. 

Charles served as the Board of Education's attorney 
since 1975. The Board adopted an official resolution 
offering him praise for "an exemplary record of serv
ice and accomplishments." The resolution stated his 
service had resulted in improved educational opportu
nities for children of Henry county and acknowledged 
and expressed appreciation to Charles for his service 

to the Board. 
Charles resigned as the Board's attorney upon his 

acceptance of an appointment by the Governor to the 
office of Henry County District Court Judge on 1 'Oct. 
to fill a vacancy created by a death. It is an elective 
office. 

Charles also dissolved his law partnership of Wood-

ham and Gunter. His former law firm, now Gunter 
and Peterson, was chosen to represent the Board. His 
former law partner, Mary Gunter, will take over his 
former position as School Board Attorney. 

Charles is the son of the late Judge William Luthel-,../ 
("Bill") Woodham who served as Henry County Pro
bate Judge and County Commission Chairman. 

SEND US YOUR SCHOOL NEWS 
When you see a news item about a descendant of 

our Woodham Family in your local newspaper, 
please clip this, along with the name and date of 

the paper from the top of the page and send to us. 
We will print this in our next family newsletter and 

preserve the news item in our Woodham Family 
National Library. If you do not have a news 

clipping but know of a relative who has achieved 
some type of praise in school (won an award, 

elected to an office, honor roll, etc.), then write 
and tell us, along with the names of their parents 

and grandparents. We want to recognize and 
honor our outstanding young relatives. 

V 
School News 

4' 4-H Club Leaders 4' 
DALEVILLE, Ala.--The Woodham 4-H Club of 
South Dale Junior High School here elected Lori 
Woodham as their Reporter for this school year. The 
club's adult local leader is Ms. Renae Woodham. Sor

ry, we don't know who the parents of either of these 
two kinfolks are. 
MIDLAND CITY, Ala.--Amanda Woodham has 
been elected a Song Leader of the Casey 4-H Club at 
Midland City School. Again, we do not know the 

parents of this cousin. 
HONOR ROLL 

OZARK, Ala.--Lauren Woodham was named to the 
A & B Honor Roll at Lisenby Elementary School here 
recently. Lauren is in the second grade at Lisenby this 
year. She is another "unknown" relative. 

NEW TEACHER 
v 

Katherine Woodham, a new English teacher at Robert 
E. Lee Academy, Bishopville, SC is also "unknown". 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: the following article appeared in the Dothan Eagle, a Dothan, Alabama newspaper this past summer. It is 
about Annie Merle (Merle) Woodham of Midland City, Alabama, daughter of the late George Wiley Woodham and Archy Camilla 

~alkcom, granddaughter of William Edward Woodham and Elizabeth Ann Kelly (natives of present Lee CouutY, SC), great grand
..aughter of Edward Woodham and Clarissa and great great granddaughter of Aris Woodham Sr. and Rachel Beasley. Merle was 
married to the late Edwin Price Grice 20 Feb., 1931 in Geneva Co. It is printed verbatim, including typo mistakes.) 

Renewed Faith 
Midland City senior touched by recent 
showing of love from her grandchildren 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Seniors have a lifetime of experiences to 
share. Each week, The Dothan Eagle will profile a different 
senior in the Wiregrass. This senior citizen is "someone you 
should know." 

By RANDY ROUGHTON 
Eagle Staff Writer 

MIDLAND CITY--At times, Merle Grice worries about to
day's youth. She can't help but shake her head in sorrow when 
she sees the few number of youth involved in church and the 
trouble many teenagers find for themselves. 

Then, there are moments like a party held for Ms. Grice's 80th 
birthday this summer in the annex of the Midland City Meth

,,dist Church that enable her to see hope in America's youth. 
Many of Ms. Grice's 16 grandchildren and 18 great-

grandchildren, ranging in ages from 3 to 14, serenaded their 
"Me-Ma. 11 

Audrey McGee of Pensacola also made the party. Before the 
party, Ms. McGee and Ms. Grice had seen each other once 
since both graduated from Slocomb High School in 1930. 

The Grice children sang a version of the hymn, "Jesus, 
There's Something About That Name," but changed to name to 
"Me-"Ma." 
"I just felt wonderful to have all of those beautiful children love 
me enough to sing to me and have a party like that for me," 
said Ms. Grice, an active member of the South Dale Senior 
Center since January 1985. 

Gladys Ward, the senior center's director, said that Ms. Grice 
is probably the most living and helpful member in South Dale. 

"She hugs everybody in here." Ms. Ward said. "She loves 
everybody and everybody loves her. If all the people who 
worked here do as good as Me-Ma, it would really be great." 

When she was in high school, Ms. Grice won the honor of 
Miss Slocomb and represented her school at the dedication of 
the first football stadium in Dothan was built in the late l 920's. 

~hortly after graduation, Ms. Grice, a native of New Brockton, 
' krrri.ed Edwin Grice. who died after more than 50 years of 

marriage at the age of 71 in 1985. They had known each other 
since childhood, both growing up in Hartford. 

"The Depression had set in and we thought we'd solve all our 

problems by getting married," Ms. Grice said. 
The Grices had seven children, although the oldest son Steve 

died in a drowning accident at the age of 33. Ms. Grice's sur
viving chilren are: Edwin Jr. (Pete), a Methodist minister in 
Columbiana; Lenora Baker, a retired telephone company em
ployee in Midland City; Robert Grice, a manager of Pike 
Manufacturing Company in Troy; Ms. Mickey Walker of By
ron, Ga.; David Grice, assistant principal of Rehobeth School; 
and Nan Newton, who lives with her mother in Midland City. 

The Grice family lived in Georgia as Edwin farmed tobacco 
before moving back to the land Ms. Grice's family owned at 
Brown's Crossroads in 1959. 

"My daddy and my daddy's daddy homesteaded here, he had 
several hundred acres at Brown's Crossroads," she said. "We 
always called it the (Dale County) old place. It was where my 
daddy was born and reared and my child was born there." 

In 1964, the Grices bought the Rev. Jeter Baldwin's home, 
one of the oldest houses in Midland City, on Fourth Street 
The mother and daughter still live in the house today. 

"They said several famous people have gotten married in my 
house," Ms. Grice "Virginia (Cunningham), one of the work
ers (senior center volunteer), got married here. She said 'It was 
just really hot.' 

"Since he was a minister, they'd just come by and he'd marry 
them. 11 

Although Ms. Grice's heart was warmed by the gift from her 
descendants, she said she is concerned about the direction of to
day's youth. The signal to the problem is the few numbers of 
teen-agers iu the church, but she traces the cause back to the 
home. 

Ms. Grice did try her hand working, but she would always re
turn to her exclusive responsibility of taking care of her chil
dren. 

"I blame it on the home breaking up," she said. "Mothers 
leaving the home and the children staying in day care hurts 
them. When they get home, they don't have time to spend with 
them. 
"What's going on with our young people bothers me, that 
they're unconcerned in churches. The young people are not 
there." 
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(Editor's note: this is a continuation of the article begun 
in onr last issue on the family and descendants of Asa 
Woodham, son of Aris Woodham Senior and Rachel 
Beasley of Old Darlington District, now Lee County, SC) 

l!i!eaty Scarborough Woodham and Elizabeth Elsie 

McAllister lived in Seminole County, Ga. and Plant 
City, Fla. before moving to Lanett, Ala. They had 
three children: Elizabeth Isabel Woodham, Beaty 
Ethelbert Woodham and Robert Tilton Woodham. 
Beaty's wife Elizabeth was born 12 July, 1911 and 
died in Aug., 1987. 

Elizabeth Isabel Woodham was born 6 Feb., 1933 
in Plant City, Fla. She married Cecil Timothy Smith 

at Lanett, Ala. in Dec., 1959. He was born 4 Apr., 
1936 in Palmyra, Va. He was in the Army when 

they got married. Nothing else is known of Isabel 
and no children are known. 

l!i!eaty Ethelbert Woodham was born 4 Mar ., 
1937 in Donalsonville, Ga. He married Ann Hunter 
22 June, 1957 at Lanett, Ala. Ann was born 28 July, 
1938 in Oglethorpe County, Ga. They have two 
children: Michael Todd Woodham, born 22 May, 
1963 and Jennifer Anne Woodham, born 15 Jan., 
1977, both born in Lanett. 

Robert Tilton Woodham was born 5 Dec., 1947 in 
Lanett. As of 1977, he had not married. No further 
information. 

Fred D. Woodham was the third child of Asa Flinn 
Wilson Q. Beaty ("Beaty W.") Woodham and his 
second wife, Viola Barnes. Fred was born 14 Oct., 
1909 in Fitzgerald, Ga. and moved with his father 
to Donalsonville at an early age. He later lived in 
Bainbridge. 

He married Thelma Doris Ingram on 15 Nov., 
1936. Thelma was born 6 Sept., 1916 at Cyrene 
near Bainbridge. Like his father, Fred became a 
minister of the Church of God. In 1941, he was 
pastor of the First Church of God in Bainbridge. 
He has since pastored churches in Georgia, Florida 
and South Carolina (to our knowledge). As of the 
mid-1980's, Fred had retired from his active minis
terial work and lived in Aiken, SC. We lost contact 
with him for some time but at last word, he was liv

ing in Summerville, SC near Charleston. He was a 
founding member of the Woodham Family Associa

tion. 
J)[red and Thelma had four children: Ethel Faye 

Woodham, Frederick Lee ("Fred") Woodham, 
Doris Christine Woodham and Phyllis Amanda 

Woodham. 
Ethel Faye Woodham was born 5 Apr., 1938 in 

Bainbridge. She married Lamar Woodard 29 Mar ., 

1957. No further information. 
Frederick Lee ("Fred") Woodham was born 14 

May, 1942 in Camden, SC. He married Susan 
Polinski 31 Dec., 1970. As of 1985, he was living 
in Summerville, SC. No further information. 

~oris Christine Woodham was born 16 Jan ., 
1947 at Whitmire, SC and married Karl Kapudjija 4 
June, 1966. No further information. 

Phyllis Amanda Woodham was born 3 I July, 
1954 in Palatka, Fla. She married David Michael 
Smith 14 May, 1978. No further information. 

Seaborn Tildon Woodham was the youngest chi! 
of Beaty W. and Viola Barnes Woodham. Seab wa 



r 

born 14 Oct., 1912 in Fitzgerald, Ga. He married 
Bonnie Grace Gilbert 13 Oct., 1940 in Blakely, Ga. 
Bonnie was born 31 Jan., 1920 in Early County, Ga. 
They lived near Donalsonville. They had no children. 
Seab died at Blakely 16 Apr., 1982 and is buried at 
Friendship Cemetery in Donalsonville. Bonnie mar
ried Dennis M. Croft 25 Jan., 1990. 

~sa Woodham and Laney Bubose's third child 
was Pheriba Jane ("Fereba") Woodham. She was 
born in 1825. Pheriba married about 1843 to Simp
son Skinner. Simpson was born in 1824 in Darling
ton District and died in March, 1862 as a soldier in 

the Confederate States Army during the War Be

tween the States. They had at least seven children: 
Sophronia Skinner, born 1844, married James S. 
Monroe Smith about 1860; Thomas C. Skinner, 
born 3 June, 1846, died 19 Oct., 1926, married 
Charity Mixon; William J. W. Skinner, born 1848, 

died 1933, married Sarah Frances Kelley; Harriett 
E. Skinner, born 1840; Asa Edward (Edward) Skin
ner Sr., born 24 May, 1852, died 9 Mar., 1927, mar
ried Elizabeth Elaine ("Laney") Woodham; Argent 
Amanda Skinner, born 13 Feb., 1854, died 2 May, 
1880, married Joseph B. Stokes; Nicey Jane Skin
ner, born 1861, died 5 Oct., 1880, married J. Ed
ward Wingate. 

:J1Iheriba Jane later married William R. S. Lawson 
on 14 Nov., 1873. He was born 25 Dec., 1831 and 
died 22 Mar., 1899. Pheriba died 16 Apr., 1880. 
She and Simpson are both buried in the Woodham 
Family Cemetery in the Stokes Bridge Community. 

Asa's fourth child was Emberry Woodham, born 
28 Sept., 1826. Emberry married about 1848 to 
Megaron ("Marjorie Ann") Skinner. She was born 
183 I. The story of this immediate family is one of 
the saddest and most tragic in our entire Woodham 
family. Emberry moved his family to Pike County, 
Ala. in the 1850's, near where other Woodhams had 
settled earlier. He owned and operated a store there 
for several years before moving to Bullock County, 
Ala. where he also operated a store. Sometime in 
the 1870's, Emberry moved back to present Lee 
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County, SC. 
~mberry and Megaron had three children: Wil

bur Priestly (or Preston) Woodham, Frances J. J. 
("Fannie") Woodham and Eliza Courtney B. Wood

ham. 
In 1878, Emberry's youngest daughter, Courtney, 

was one of the most beautiful and most sought-after 
girls in the community. A prominent young physi
cian, Dr. Josiah Dubose Huggins, jilted the daugh
ter of John Edward Woodham and instead married 
the 16 year old Courtney. The jilted girl's brother, 
Willie Woodham, sought out and started a fight 

with Huggins. Later, he, Asa Edward Woodham 
and others came to the home ofEmberry with a gun 
and opened fire on Huggins. Emberry's son, Wil
bur, ran into his home and got a gun, along with 

Huggins and the two returned the fire against the 
crowd outside the home. 

At the same time, Emberry came up from the 

field, carrying a watermelon. He was caught in the 
crossfire and mortally wounded. He cried out 
"Cousin, why have you shot me?" and died on his 
porch that day, 13 Aug., 1878. He was buried at 
Hebron Methodist Church. 

'\!fhree of the attackers were arrested and tried for 

murder that attracted wide-spread attention. The 
jury acquitted all three men because they could not 
determine which one had fired the fatal shot. 

Less than a year later, Emberry's wife and Court
ney caught fever and both died on 10 July, 1879. 
Megaron was buried at Lake Swamp Church Ceme

tery near Lamar. Courtney was born 16 Oct. 1861 
in Pike Co., Ala.; she had no known children. 

~ilbur Priestly Woodham was born 7 Oct., 1849 
in present Lee County, SC. He married Georgia L. 

("Mittie") Stuckey on 2 June, 1880. They had at 
least seven children, including three who died as in
fants and are buried at Fair Hope Cemetery near 
Lamar. Wilbur died 7 Jan., 1923 and is buried at 
Lake Swamp Cemetery. 

(continued in next issue) 



NOTICE 

We have had lots of kinfolks ask when do the annual 
membership dues for the Association come due. For 
years, these were renewable at the end of May, when 
we hold our National Reunion. However, this 
"middle of the year" date is confusing for most folks, 
so at their suggestion, we are changing the date to be 
the first of the year. Henceforth, all dues will be due 
on the first of the year. Please take note and send in 
your dues for 1994 now. 

When you write to us, please send along a long, 
self-addressed, stamped envelope so we can answer. 

Don't forget to send us copies of every newspaper 
article which mentions a descendant of our family 

( along with the name and date of the paper from the 
top of the page). This includes all engagements, wed
dings, obituaries, school news and regular news. 

When you know of a marriage or death in the family 
but don't have a news clipping, write or call and let us 
know the details. 

~tttt~lptm JJf amily Wtturnal 

Official Publication of the 
Woodham Family Association 

lllnnilltam 

Robert Earl Woodham 
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Woodhams In Alabama, South Carolina Win Primary 

Re-elections For Judge, County Council 

~he first Woodham in history, to our knowledge, 

ever to serve as a district court judge of any type has 

won the Alabama Democratic primary to become the 

Democratic candidate for re-election to a full term. 

Charles Winchell Woodham Sr., 52, was appointed 

on 4 Oct., 1993 by Governor Jim Folsom to fill the 

unexpired term of J. J. Masters who died. Charles is 

now seeking his first full term as District Judge. 

Unfortunately, we don't have information on the 

election's outcome and have no vote details. It is also 

not known if Charles will face opposition in the gen

eral election. 
Charles is a graduate of the Univ. of Alabama. He 

served in the Army as a missile commander from 1965 

to 1968. He has practiced law in Henry County for 

22 years before his appointment as Judge. 

Woodham Cemetery Decoration 
Day Held At Newton, Alabama 

CJ)escendants of those buried at the Woodham Family 

Cemetery in Dale County, Ala. gathered at the ceme

tery 9 April for the fifth annual Decoration Day. The 

occasion was founded in 1990 by the Cemetery Com

mittee as a way to remember our ancestors and renew 

family ties at the same time. 
A picnic is held on the site every year. The Com

mittee erected a very nice picnic shelter three years 

ago which includes two restrooms and built-in 
benches. 

A number of people from several surrounding coun

ties attended this years Decoration Day. James 0 . 
Woodham of Pensacola, Fla., former Committee 

Chairman, traveled the furtherest. Mrs. Carol 

Clf e was an attorney for the Henry County Board of 

Education, the Henry County Hospital Board and the 

City of Abbeville. Charles was a member of the 

American, Alabama and Henry County Bar Associa

tions. 
In Lee County, SC, Thomas Hearl Odom, who has 

adopted the Woodham name of his step-father, Al

ston Wesley Woodham II, won the Democratic pri

mary, 421 to 350 for re-election to the Lee County 

Council (called the County Commission, Board of Su

pervisors, etc. in other states). 
Tommy, 38, is married to Terri Northcutt. He has 

three daughters and a son. He owns and operates a 
landscaping firm. He was instrumental in bringing a 

state prison to Lee County which will bring many new 

jobs to the area. 

Daughtry Rice of Enterprise, Ala., descendant of Nel

lie Woodham and Major H. Daughtry, was re-elected 

Chairman of the Cemetery Committee. 

Help Needed To Buy Old English 
Records For Woodham History Book 
CW"e need your financial help to purchase a number of 

old records from England on our Woodham ancestors 
dating from the l S00's and l 600's. We want to print 
copies of these in the first history book ever written 

on our family. We need about $160 for records from 

one county and about $100 for those from two other 

counties. These are a bare minimum of the records 
which should be printed in our first family history. 

These will include wills, estate records and other 
documents we have learned of so far. Your donations 

will be greatly appreciated. The book will be finished 

as soon as we get these copies from England. 
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Memorial Donations To Restore Our Woodham Family Cemetery 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Woodham, you are urged to ~1,pport restoration of your Wood

ham Family Cemetery located in the Stokes Bridge Community, Lee County, South Carolina. This his
toric Woodham burying ground was founded about 1799 or 1800 by your ancestors. It is the resting 
place of Edward Woodham Jr., who served as a soldier in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary 

War--a real American hero. We need funds for a chain-link fence, tombstones and restoration work. 

The following relatives have made contributions (listed with their ancestry). 

Brockington Graham Woodham Jr. Tryon, North Carolina $100 

In Memory of my father, Brockington G. Woodham Sr., son of Stephen Middleton Woodham (son 
of John Wesley Woodham, Stephen Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mary E. Wilson Pasadena, California $25 
In Memory of my great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham, daughter of Aris Woodham and Re

becca Smith (Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr, Edward Sr.) 
E. Jerome Woodham Marietta, Georgia $100 

In Memory of my mother, Mrs. Ora Lee Smith Woodham, wife of William Allen Woodham of La

Grange, Georgia (Ressie Joshua Woodham Sr., William Hartwell Woodham, Aris Woodham, 

Edward Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Rosemary Woodham Bonifay Pensacola, Florida $18 
In Memory of my father, Grady Cecil Woodham of Geneva County, Ala. (John Talbot Woodham, 

John Robert Woodham, Edward Hartwell Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Frederick Sidney ("Fred") Woodham Brooks, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my father, Owen Frederick Woodham of Darlington County, SC (Thomas Emberry 

Woodham, Johnathan Edward Woodham Sr., Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr. Edward Sr. 

Ida Ida Woodham Lovett Mayflower, Arkansas $10 
in Memory of my father Oscar Lee Woodham (Francis Marion Woodham, John Nelson Woodham, 

Ira Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dowling Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina $25 
In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma Turnage Woodham Parrish (widow of 

Rufus Woodham) (John Wesley Woodham, Ira Edward Woodham, Edward Christopher Woodham, Aris 

Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Ella Perry Foster Zarr Bay Minette, Alabama $100 

In Memory of my great grandmother, Icy Sophronia Skinner, daughter of Rachel Woodham 

(daughter of Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., .Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Ruth Woodham Bishopville, Alabama $20 

In Memory of: my husband, Harris Middleton ("Jack") Woodham (Ernest Edward Woodham, John

athan Edward Woodham, Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
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Teresa Ann Wallace Madison, Georgia $100 

In Memory of my great great grandmother, Harriett S. Woodham and her husband, William E. Hea

ron (Dorothy Ann Jenkins, Nancy Harriett Hearon, William Woodham Hearon, Harriett S. Woodham, 
Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mrs. Delene Woodham Pensacola, Florida $40 

In Honor of: my husband, William Jessee Woodham Jr. (school principal, county school superinten

dent, college professor) (W. J. Woodham Sr., Aaron Thomas Woodham, John Wesley Woodham, 
Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mrs. Jack Woodham Tavares, Florida $50 

In Memory of my husband, Jack Howard Woodham (Hillary Hopewell Woodham, Joseph John 

Woodham, Reddick Woodham, Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

(Editor's note: in a letter to us, Minnie stated she had made a contribution for the South Carolina Wood

ham Cemetery and sent this to the chairman of the Woodham Cemetery Committee in Dale County, Ala. 
It was mistakenly used on the Alabama cemetery.) 

South Carolina Woodham Reunion Bishopville, South Carolina $30 
In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma T. Woodham Parrish. 

Send your memorial donations for the Cemetery Restoration Fund to: 

Woodham Family Association 
PO Box 1321 

Dothan, Alabama 36302 

Books On Two Woodham Family 
Cemeteries Will Be Given Donars 

As a thank-you for those kinfolks who are considerate enough 
to make at least a $50 donation toward restoration of our 
Woodham Family Cemetery in Lee County, South Carolina, 
our President and Family Historian Robert Earl Woodham will 
present such donars with a copy of books which he has prepared 
on each of our two Family Cemeteries in Dale County, Alabama 
and Lee County. SC. 

Robert Earl has devoted a great deal of research and effort to 
I'"'\ .his project. He has intervied numerous living relatives of 

people buried at the cemeteries, pored through old newspapers 
and obituaries and searched old deeds and monntains of other 
records to identify every person buried at both cemeteries. Each 

book will have one or more pages on every person buried at the 
cemetery. It will contain a brief history of the person. their 
ancestry and such personal information as we have teamed. If 
the exact location of their grave is know, this will be included. 
For persons with tombstones, the location of the grave. along 
with the inscription. 

The books will also include a general history of the 
cemeteries, detailed location information with maps and more. 
In the case of the Dale County Woodham Cemetery, that book 

will include a history of the cemetery's restoration and activities 
of the Cemetery Committee. 

The books will be soft-cover and spiral-bound. We will not 
issue these books until we have sufficient funds to begin 
restoration. Interested persons other than donars may purchase 
copies at $20 each plus $2 postage. 



BEATY SCARBOROUGH WOODHAM 
DIES IN LANETT, ALABAMA 

LANETT, Ala.-Beaty Scarborough Woodham died 24 Jan .. 
1994 in a nursing home here at age 86. 

Beaty was born 10 Mar, I 907 in Fitzgerald, Ga .. son of Asa 
Flinn Wilson Q. Beaty (knov.n as Beaty W.J Woodham of Lee 
County, SC and Donalsonville. Ga. and Viola Barnes. He was 
a grandson of Jarrett Woodham and Argent Elizabeth Kelly. 

Beaty's father was a Church of God minister. Beaty 
moved with his parents to Seminole County. Ga. where his fa
ther pastored a church in Jakin. Beat}' married Elizabeth Elsie 
McAllister 6 Feb., 1932. They had three children. His wife 
died in 1987. They lived in Plant City, Fla. briefly before mov
ing back to Donalsonville and later moved to Lanett, where 
Beaty was employed with West Point Pepperell in the bleach 
and dye works division until retirement. 

Beaty's grandfather died while a soldier in the Confederate 
States Army during the War Between the States. He was a 
Founding Member of the Woodham Family Association. 

Burial was in Hillcrest Cemeter}' here. 
Survivors include a daughter, Elizabeth Isabel (Isabel) Wood

ham (Mrs. C.T. Smith), Berlin. NJ; sons Beaty Ethelbert 
Woodham and Robert Tilton Woodham. both of Lanett; 
sister. Rhea Woodham Moon. Jacksonville, Fla.; brother. Rev. 
Fred D. Woodham, Sununerville. SC; sister-in-law. 
Mrs.Bonnie Croft of Donalsomille. v.idow of Seaborn Tildon 
Woodham; 5 grandchildren; and two great grandchildren. 

FAMILY TREE 
Asa Flinn Wilson Q. ("Beaty W.") Woodham--Viola Barnes 

Jarrett Woodham--Argent Elizabeth Kelly 
Asa Woodham--Elaine Elizabeth Dubose 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a memorial dona
tion to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

Mrs. LELA WOODHAM, WIDOW OF 
THOMAS ("Tee") WOODHAM Sr. 

OZARK, Ala.-Mrs. Lela Mae Walding Woodham. 85, died 
at the Dale Medical Center here 16 Feb., 1994 after a brief ill
ness. 

Lela was born 28 Oct .. 1908 in Dale County. daughter of 
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Make J. Walding. She married Thomas ("Tee". "T. ") Wood
ham Sr. who was known simply as T. Woodham. 27 June. 
1926. They had four children. including sons T. JunioU 
(Junior), who died in 1991 and Charles Edward. who died in 
1974. 

She was a member of Cedar Grove Baptist Church near Mid

land City. 
Burial was at Cedar Grove Church Cemetery. 
Surviving are a daughter, Mary M. Woodham (Mrs. Othel 

German), Ozark; son W)ndelle Woodham. Midland City; 13 
grandchildren and several great grandchildren. 

FAMILY TREE 
Thomas ("Tee") Woodham Sr.--Lela Mae Walding 
Walter Leuis Woodham--Mary Lillian Grantham 
Daniel William Woodham--Martha Ann Enfinger 

Aris Woodham Jr.-Caron H. Riley 
Aris Woodham Sr. --Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.-Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

RAY H. HUNDLEY Sr. DIES IN PC, 
SON OF TESSIE INEZ WOODHAM V 

PANAMA CITY, Fla.-Ray Horatio Hundley Sr. died at his 
home here 7 Mar .. 1994. aged 68. 

Ray was born 11 Nov.. 1925 near Slocomb, Geneva Count\'. 

Ala., son of Tessie Inez Woodham and Frank H. Hundley. He 
was a grandson of John Talbot Woodham. Dale County native 
who settled in Geneva County during the 1880's. 

Ray served in the US Marines during World War II. 
He was a retired sales manager with a grocery business and a 
Roman Catholic. Ray had lived in North Carolina before mov
ing to Panama City in 1965. 

Burial was in Forest Lawn Cemetery here. 
Survivors include his uife, Mrs. Helen Nassef Hundley: sons 

Ray H. Hundley Jr. and Chris E. Hundley. both of Parrama City 
and Staff Sgt. Donald P. Hundley, Fort Stewart, Ga.: sisters. 

Mrs. Jane Adrian Hund.le,., Roper. Columbus. Ga .. Mrs. Myra 

Jean Hundley Cantrell, Atlanta, Ga., Mrs. Katheryn Ann 
Hundley Hughes. Havarra, Fla. and Mrs. Winnie Louise 
Hundley Wertz, Cottonwood, Ala.; brothers John Edd Hundley 
and Frank Hundley. both of Lynn Haven; four grandchildren. 

FAMILY TREE 
Tessie Inez Woodham-Frank H. Hundley Sr. 

John Talbot Woodham--Nancy Jane Dean 
John Robert Woodham-Emma Gray 

Edward Harley Woodham Sr.--Sarah Dowling 

V 
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Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

Mrs. LESLIE GREGORY WOODHAM, 
LEE COUNTY VOTER REGISTRAR 

BISHOPVILLE, SC-Mrs. Nancy Morgan Horton Woodham, 

52, died at her home here 27 Jan., 1994. She was the wife of 
Leslie Gregory (Gregory, "Gregg") Woodham. 

Nancy was born in Kershaw County, SC, daughter of Guy 
and Margaret Horton. She married Gregg 24 Sept., 1961. 
They had three daughters. 

Nancy had worked for the past 24 years with the Lee County 

Voter Registration office. She was a member of First Baptist 

Church here. 
Burial was at Timrod Baptist Church Cemetery near 

"-Bethune, SC. 
- Surviving are her husband; daughters Margaret Dee Alice 

Woodham Thomas, Sumter, SC, Tanuuy Beatrice Woodham, 
Florence, SC and Mickie Woodham, Charleston; 2 grandsons. 

FAMILY TREE 
Leslie Gregory Woodham--Nancy Morgan Horton 

Leslie English Woodham--Mary Pansy Watts 
Gregg Wilson Woodham-Coleane Pearl English 

W. Braggwell ("Bragg") Woodham--Viola Davis 
John Wesley Woodham--Mary V. S. Josey 
Stephen W oodham--Permelia Ann Moore 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.-EleanorLockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

JOYCE LOVETTE WOODHAM, WIFE 
OF HORACE E. SNELL Jr. 

HEADLAND, Ala.-Joyce Lovette Woodham, wife of Horace 
f"', Edgar Snell Jr., died at a Dothan hospital 30 Dec., 1993 at age 

4 9 after a brief illness. 

Joyce was born 18 Apr., 1944 in Abbeville, daughter of Phil
lip David Woodham and Geraldine Doswell. She married first 
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to Walter Everett White and they had two children, Mark E. 

and Terri White. She later married Horace and they had one 

daughter. 
Joyce was a member of First Baptist Church of Headland. 

She had resided here since 1977. Her twin sister died as an in
fant and her father David died in 1987. Burial was in the Ab

beville City Cemetery. 

Survivors include her husband; daughters Terri White (Mrs. 

Eddie Snell) and Mandie Snell, both of Headland; son Mark E. 

White. Dothan; mother, Mrs. Geraldine Woodham, Abbeville: 
sister, Melba Anne (Anne) Woodham (Mrs. W. E. Starling), 

Eufaula; brothers, Charles David Woodham. Abbeville and 
John Edd Woodham, Summerville, Ga.; 3 grandchildren. 

FAMILY TREE 
Phillip David (David) Woodham-Geraldine Doswell 

Asa Jehu Woodham-Daisy Clifter Adams 

Nancy Lucinda Woodham--James Tice 
Athanasius Jehu Woodham Jr.--Hester Ann Wright 

Athanasius Jehu Woodham Sr.--Jemima W. Meadows 
Athanasius Woodbam--Mary Ann Kelly 

Aris Woodham Sr.-Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.-Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial Do
nation to vour Woodham Family Cemetery. 

JESSIE MAE WOODHAM, 
WIDOW OF JOHN JACKSON 

SKIPPER 
COLUMBUS, Ga.-Jessie Mae Woodham, widow of John 
Jackson Skipper, died here 25 Jan., 1993, aged 84. 

Jessie was born 25 July, 1908 in LaGrange, Ga .. daughter of 
Ressie Joshna Woodham Sr. and Nettie Bryant Hasty. She was 
the granddaughter of William Hartwell ("Bud") Woodham and 

Catherine Parazada Norred. 
Jessie was married to J. J. Skipper 21 Jan., 1928 and they had 

five children, including a daughter who died at age one. Jessie 
was a retired employee of Eagle and Phenix Mills here and was 
a member of Hamp Stevens Methodist Church. 

Survivors include daughters Mrs. Mae Wynnette (Wynnette) 

Skipper Preston and Mrs. Aubie Mozell Skipper Charter. both 
of Columbus, Mrs. Patricia Ann S)<ipper Boyte, Benton. Tenn. 
and Mrs. Sarah Jacqueline ("Jackie") Skipper Minter, Gaines
ville, Ga.; brothers, William Allan ("Bill") Woodham, La
Grange and H.J. Woodham Jr., Burton, SC; 12 grandchildren: 
21 great grandchildren. 

FAMILY TREE 
Ressie Joshua Woodham Sr.-Nettie Bryant Hasty 



William Hartwell Woodham--Catherine Parazada Norred 

Aris Woodham--Amanda Melvina Wilson 
Edward Woodham--Clarissa 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lovett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial Do 
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

Ms. JACKIE BOBO DIES IN COCOA, 
CLAUDIA WOODHAM'S DAUGHTER 

COCOA, Fla.-Mrs. Jackie Grantham Bobo died 12 Jan., 
1994 at age 54. 

Jackie was born in Eustis. Fla.. daughter of Claudia Mae 

Woodham and Otis Grantham. She was a granddaughter of 
Claude Marvin Woodham. 

Jackie moved to Cocoa in 1960 and was a medical insurance 

specialist. She was a Baptist. 
Jackie had suffered with cancer for several years. Despite her 

three bouts with this disease. she "remained pleasant and was 
full of life" an aunt reports. 

Burial infonnation unavailable. 

Survivors include her husband. H. E. Bobo, Cocoa; daughter 

Mrs. Tammy J. Baggaley, Fellsmere, Fla.; sons Wesley E. 

Bobo. Tampa and Rodrick J. Bobo. Rock.ledge, Fla.; mother. 
Mrs. Claudia Mae Woodham Grantham, Winter Park. Fla.: sis
ter Mrs. JoAnne Grantham Langer, Winter Park; and 3 grand
children. 

FAMILY TREE 
Claudia Mae Woodham--Otis Grantham 

Claude Marvin Woodham--Willie May Jones 

Andrew Jackson Woodham--Eliza Ann Richardson 
Frederick Woodham--Mary Ann Pollard 

Edward Harley Woodham Sr. --Sarah Dowling 
Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

Mrs. ANNIE M. WOODHAM, WIDOW 
OF A. L. ("Buck") WOODHAM Sr. 

BISHOPVILLE, SC-Mrs. Annie Mae Welsh Woodham died 
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at a hospital here 20 Mar., 1994, aged 83. 

Annie was born 5 Oct .. 1908 in Lee County, daughter of 
Lorenzo Dow Welsh Sr. and Janie Brown. She married AudreU 
Lee ("Buck") Woodham Sr. 

Annie was a graduate of Flora MacDonald College. She was a 

charter member of St. Luke Methodist Church and member of 
the XYZ Club and the Hartsville Music Study Club. 

Burial was in the Bethlehem Cemetery here. 
Survivors include a son, Audrey Lee (Lee) Woodham Jr.. 

Hartsville: and two granddaughters. 
FAMILY TREE 

Audrey Lee Woodham Sr.-Annie Mae Welsh 

Asa Lorenzo("Laurie Ace") Woodham--Susan Lillian Rogers 

Johnathan Edward Woodham--Sarah Martin Bruce 

Asa Woodham--Elaine Elizabeth Dubose 
Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.-Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Mrs. DAZZIE W. WOODHAM DIES 
IN PANAMA CITY, HENRY NATIVE 

PANAMA CITY, Fla.-Mrs. Irene McCoy Woodham, widov 
of Dazzie W. Woodham died in a nursing home here 13 Sept~ 
1993. aged 83. 

Irene was born in 1910 in Henry County. Ala. She married 
Dazzie W. ("Dassie", Dazie) Woodham 15 Oct., 1927. they 

had two children. including a deceased son who is unknown to 

us. They moved to Bay County from Houston County, Ala. in 
1942. Dazzie was a US Army veteran of World War I. 

Irene was a homemaker and a member of Immanuel Baptist 
Church here. 

Burial was in Evergreen Memorial Gardens here. 

Survivors include a daughter, Jeanette Woodham (Mrs. Okie 

Van Carroll), Panama City; sister, Mrs. Bonnie Hill, Panama 

City; 3 grandchildren; 2 great grandchildren. 
FAMILY TREE 

Dazzie W. Woodham--Irene McCoy 
Hillary Hopewell ("Hope") Woodham--Ella Harrison 

Reddick Woodham--Clarissa Goff 
Athanasius Woodham--Mary Ann Kelly 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial dV 
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 
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(Editor's note: this is a continuation of the article begun 
two issues past on the family and descendants of Asa 
Woodham, son of Aris Woodham Senior and Rachel Bea
sley of Old Darlington District, now Lee County, SC) 

An update since our last article: Beaty Scarbor
ough Woodham has died (see obit). Mrs. Susan 
Adler Woodham, wife of Frederick Lee Woodham 
Sr. of Summerville, SC, has died (see obit). They 
had three children. 

llUilbur Priestly (or Preston) Woodham's surviv
ing children were Reginald Vivian, Chessie, 
Madge ("Maddie") and Mary Dorothy ("Polly"). 
All were born in what is now Lee County, SC. 

Regmald Vivian (Vivian) Woodham was born 28 
Nov., 1883. He shot and killed Tom Neal at St. 
Paul's, SC in 1904. He later left home and moved 
to South Georgia. He married Mary E. Nelson at 
Tifton, Georgia 20 Aug., 1911. She was born 25 
July, 1892 at Isabella, Worth County, Ga. Vivian 
died at Fitzgerald, Ga. 3 Mar., 1972. Mary died 2 
May, 1977 at Fitzgerald. Both are buried in 
Fitzgrald. 

Vivian and Mary had two daughters: Vivian Ma

rie and Mary Helen. 
Wivian Marie Woodham was born 26 Jan., 1913 in 
Ty Ty, Tifton County, Ga. She married Douglas 

Gerald D. Henderson, a native of Ocilla, Ga., in 
Feb., 1940. Doug was born 16 Apr., 1910. He 
died 8 July, 1971 at Pensacola, Fla. and was buried 

at Ocilla. 
Vivian and Doug had three children: Mary Jane, 

Kay Rowena and Douglas G. D. Henderson Jr. 
The family lived for a time during World War ·u in 
Panama City, Fla., later moved back to Fitzgerald, 
Ga. and then to Pensacola. 

Mary Jane Henderson was born 13 Jan., 1942 in 
Panama City. She married John D. McGonagle 13 
Sep., 1968 and they live in Pensacola. 

Kay Rowena Henderson was born 30 Sept., 1945 
in Fitzgerald. She married first Guy Maxwell 
Spearman in 1964. They divorced. 

Doug Jr. was born 3 Sep., 1947 Fitzgerald. He 
married Beverly Kelly on 8 Apr., 1972. We have 
not heard from Vivian Marie or her children since 
1978. 

ffeary Helen Woodham was born 18 Dec., 1916 

at Waycross, Ga. She married John Henry ("Jack") 
Mayes Jr. 8 Jan., 1942. They had one son, John 
Henry Mayes Ill, born 19 Aug., 1952 in Fitzgerald. 
They later moved to Waycross and lived there in 

1978. 
Oihessie Woodham, the third child of Wilbur P ., 

was born 13 Mar., 1886. She never married. 
Chessie was drowned in Mar., 1951 when her auto 
ran into the Waccamaw River near Georgetown, 
SC. She lived at Lamar at the time. She was bur
ied at Lamar. 

Jifadge ("Maddie") Woodham, fourth child of 

Wilbur P., was born 24 Sep., 1888 and died 6 June, 
1930. She married 15 Feb., 1919 to Dr. Theodore 
J. Boykin a doctor who practiced in Lamar, SC. 
He was born 30 June, 1889 and died 22 June, 
1964. Both are buried at Lamar. No info on any 
children. 

,!IRary Dorothy ("Polly") Woodham, the youngest 
surviving child of Wilbur P., was born 2 Aug., 
1891. She married Alfred Ashley Jennings at 
Florence, SC 29 Dec. 1909. They had two daugh
ters, Margaret and Mareese Jennings. 



FANNIE L. SKINNER, G. GRAND
DAUGHTER OF PHERIBA WOODHAM 

BISHOPVILLE, SC-Fannie L. Skinner, 98, died 5 Nov., 
1993. 

Fannie was one of the oldest members of onr family at the 
time of her death. She was born in 1895 in the Stokes Bridge 
Community of what is now part of Lee County. She was the 
daughter of James Simpson Skinner and Dora Susan Mozingo 
and a great granddaughter of Pheriba Jane Woodham and 
Simpson Skinner. 

Fannie was a life-long member of Hebron Methodist Church 
which her Woodham family helped found more than 150 years 
ago. 

Burial was at Hebron Chnrch Cemetery. 

Survivors include three nephews, Grady Skinner, Julius 
Skinner and Buck Skinner, all of HartS\ille, SC. 

FAMILY TREE 
James Simpson Skinner-Dora Susan Mozingo 

William James W. Skinner--Sarah Frances Kelly 
Pheriba Jane Woodham--Simpson Skinner 
Asa Woodham-Elaine Elizabeth Dubose 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Remember your loved ones with a Memorial do
nation to your Woodham Family Cemetery. 

Mrs. FREDERICK LEE WOODHAM 
Sr. DIES IN SUMMERVILLE, SC 

SUMMERVILLE, SC-Mrs. Susan Adler Woodham, wife of 
Frederick Lee ("Fred") Woodham Sr .. died 24 Mar., 1994 after 
a lengthy illness. 

Susan married Fred 31 Dec., 1970. They had three children. 
Burial information is unavailable to us. 
Survivors include her husband of Summerville; daughter, 

Mrs. Ann Gartin, Bloomington. Minn.; sons Frederick Lee 
(Lee) Woodham II and Patrick Jessie Woodham; brother, Jim 
Adler, St. Louis, Mo.; father-in-law and mother-in-law, Rev. 
Fred D. and Thelma Woodham. Summerville. 

FAMILY TREE 
Frederick Lee Woodham Sr.--Susan Adler 
Fred D. Woodham--Thelma Doris Ingram 
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Asa Flinn Wilson Q. Beaty Woodham--Viola Barnes 
Jarrett Woodham--Argent Elizabeth Kelly 
Asa Woodham--Elaine Elizabeth Dubose 

Aris Woodham Sr.-Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr.-Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Your Family Club Urgently 

Needs Membership Dues !! 
As of July, only two people have sent in their mem

bership dues for this year to the Woodham Family 

Association--your family club. With your family club 
in the midst of trying to restore our historic Woodham 

Family Cemetery (where the founding father and 

mother of our family are buried) and trying to publish 

the first history book on our family, this lack of dues 

means no funds to get anything done. 
This is the reason why we cannot print more family 

newsletters, the reason why our history book hasn't 

been printed yet and why our family cemetery is still 

being plowed over. It takes money to make these 
things possible--without your membership dues ever 

year and your donations, there just isn't any chance of 
our family ever doing such good things. 

It takes a great deal of effort and time to write, 

print, address and mail the family newsletters. All this 
effort is donated. However, it takes money to pay for 
printing and postage costs. We had to pay $70 for a 

post office mailing permit, then pay $70 a year for an 
annual fee--that must be paid before newsletters are 

printed and mailed. Then there are printing costs. 

Your family club needs your participation and con

tunued support to survive' 

Your family as well as your family club will al
ways be what you make it. We can be a strong family 
and a strong family club. All it takes is a little pride in 

yourself and your ancestors who gave you life. 
PLEASE send in your annual membership dues. 

And if you can afford it, make a donation to help pay 

for our projects. Don't worry about all the work it 
takes for your family club--that is donated with love. 



Margaret Jennings was born 8 Mar., 1911 at 
Tifton, Ga. She never married. 

Mareese Jennings was born 17 Jan., 1917 at Way
cross. She married Frank S. Sessoms 3 July, 193 7. 

Alfred died 9 Apr., 1968 at Waycross. Polly 

Woodham died there 4 Feb., 1975. Both are buried 
at Oakland Cemetery in Waycross. 

Ji[rances Jane J. ("Fannie") Woodham was the sec
ond child ofEmberry Woodham and Megaron Skin
ner. She was born in 1857 in present Lee County. 
She married first to George Washington Coker. He 

was born in 1849 and died in Nov., 1881. I don't 
know of any children yet. She then married J. Ed
ward ("Ed") Wingate. Ed had married first to Nicey 
Jane Skinner, daughter of Pheriba Jane Woodham. 
Nicey died in 1880. I don't know of any children of 
Fannie and Ed Wingate. 

It appears from the few sketchy records we have 
naming Asa Woodham's children that he had a 
daughter named Mary Ann, born about 1827. She 
married R. A. Mixon. No further information 
known. 

;laugh Middleton ("Mid") Woodham was the sixth 

child of Asa and Laney Woodham. Hugh Middleton 
("Mid") was born in 1830 in the Stokes Bridge 
Communty. He married sometime in the 1850's to 
Charity Ann Kelly. She was the daughter of James 
Kelly. Her tombstone, broken into pieces, is one of 
only two which survive from our Woodham Family 

Cemetery. She was born 24 Sep., 1837 and died 29 
Oct., 1871. They had no surviving children. they 
raised Mid's nephew, Jehu Middleton Woodham. 

After Charity died, Mid married Mary Hill. She 
was born 21 June, 1846 and died 12 May 1882. She 
was the daughter of Eli and Catherine Hill. She was 
buried at the Woodham Cemetery. No children. 
Mid then married Sarah Elizabeth Peoples. She was 
the widow of Israel McKenzie. She had two chil

dren by her first marriage. Sarah was born 2 Nov., 
1839 and died 14 July, 1914. She is buried at 
nearby Hebron Methodist Church. Mid died 14 
Aug., 1899 and was buried at Woodham Cemetery. 

Jlohnathan Edward Woodham was the seventh 
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John was born 11 Nov., 1832 and died 22 Feb., 
l 89~. He is buried at Hebron Methodist Church. 
He was a farmer throughout life in the Stokes 

Bridge Community. He inherited part of his father's 
farm who Asa had in turn had inherited from his fa
ther Aris Senior. 

He was very active in his community's affairs. In 
1879, he was one of the founders of the Stokes 
Bridge Chapter of The Grange, a national farmer's 

organization. The Grange is still active in the Mid

west today but was replaced in the South by the 
Farm Bureau organization. John was elected Secre
tary of the Grange Chapter at its founding. He was 
also very active in his church and was a life-long 
member of Hebron Methodist church. He was serv

ing as a Trustee of Hebron in 1880. 
John Edward married about 1855 to Sarah Martin 

W. Bruce. Sarah was born 2 Nov., 1842 and died 
14 July, 1914. They are both buried at Hebron 
Cemetery. She was the daughter of Charles Bruce 
and Lurena V. Abernathy. They had 12 children, in
cluding two who died as an infants: Charles Wel
born ("Wellie"), Elaine Elizabeth ("Laney"), Louella 
Cornelia ("Ella"), Lourenia Jane ("Lula"), Jehu Mid
dleton ("John Geed"), Asa Lorenzo ("Laurie Ace"), 
Susan A. ("Sue", "Sudie"), Earnest Edward, Thomas 
Emberry ("Tommy"), Harold Lacy ("Harry"), 
Audrey Mittie and an unnamed infant. Audrey was 
born in 1885 and lived only a few months. 

<!lharles Welborne ("Wellie") Woodham was born 

23 Sept., 1856 and died 4 July, 1925. Wellie mar
ried his first cousin, Nancy Elaine ("Lanie") Hearon, 
daughter of Harriett S. Woodham and William E. 
Hearon. Lanie was born in Nov., 1867 and died 13 
Jan., 1945. Both are buried at Savannah Advent 
Christian Church in Stokes Bridge Community. 
Their old homeplace was still standing three years 
ago. 

Wellie was a farmer. He was a member of the 
Una Lodge, International Order of Good Templars. 

(continued in next issue) 
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MIDLAND CITY, Ala.-Sylvia Renae Woodham and Andy 
Ward were married 28 May at the Southside Baptist Church in 
Ozark. 

Sylvia was born 3 Dec 1969 in Ozark, daughter of Rex Ed
ward Woodham and Linda Ann Kirkland of Woodham Road 
near here. She is the granddaughter of the late John Franklin 
Woodham and Willie Mae Bull (Marshall) and Mrs. Nettie 
Hood Kirland and the late Perry E. Kirkland. 

Sylvia is a 1988 graduate of Dale County High School here 
and received a bachelor's degree in elemeniary education from 
Troy State University in 1991. She has been employed as a 
si>,.'lh grade teacher at South Dale Junior High School in 
Pinckard. 

Andy is also a native of Dale County and the son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Reynolds Ward of Dale County. He is a grandson of the 
late Joshua and Mattie Lee Ward and Mr. and Mrs. Amiee 
Outlaw. Andy is a 1984 graduate of Carroll High School in 

Ozark and obtained a bachelor's degree in accounting from 
Troy State University in 1990. He is now a commercial finance 
auditor with Southtrnst Bank in Birmingham. 

A reception was held in the Southside church's fellowship 
hall following the wedding. The couple will reside in Bimling
ham. 

FAMILY TREE 
Sylvia Renae Woodham 

Rex Emanuel Woodham--Linda Ann Kirkland 
John Franklin Woodham--Willie Mae Bull 

Thomas L. Woodham--Nellie Enfinger 
Edward Christopher W oodham--Joanna Riley 

Aris Woodham Jr.--Rachel Richardson 
Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.-Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Amy Marie Daughtry and Jason Blair Rudd 
were married at First Baptist Church here 6 Mar., 1993. 

Amy is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Comer Dauglitry of 
Dothan. She is a granddaughter of the late Alpheus Rex 
Daughtry and Gladies Harper and Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gilley. She 
is a great great granddaughter of Nellie Woodham and Major 
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Holland Daughtry. 
Amy is a I 987 graduate of Wicksburg High School and re

ceived a bachelor's degree in English from Auburn UniversitU 
where she was a member of Alpha Ouligon Pi Sorority. She is 
now stud,ing for a graduate degree in Education at Troy State 
University. Dothan. Amy is employed with Parisian Depart

ment Store here. 
Jason is the son of Mr. & Mrs. James 0. Rudd of Ozark and 

grandson of Mrs. Myrl Rudd and the late 0. W. Rudd of Ozark 
and Mr. & Mrs. Roger Welk of Union Springs. 

Jason graduated from CarroJI High School of Ozark in 1987 
and earned a bachelor's degree in marketing from Auburn Uni
versity in 1991. He was a member of Alpha Epsilon Fraternity 
while at Auburn. Jason is employed with Rudd Furniture Co. 

in Ozark. 

FAMILY TREE 
Jerry· Comer Daughtry 

Alpheus Rex (Rex) Daughtry--Gladies Estell Harper 
Martin J. Daughtry-Beulah Virginia Mullins 
Nellie Woodham--Major Holland Daughtry 

Aris Woodham Jr.--Caron H. Riley 
Aris Woodham Sr.-Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

JJ{ood/uun 

NEWTOl'i, Ala.-Mary Rebecca ("Becky"O Woodham and 
Russel Wade McAuley were married here at Ne"ton Meth-
odist Church 18 June, 1994. 

Becky was born 6 July, 1972 in Dothan. daughter of 
James Talmadge Woodham, now of Mt. Zion. Ill. and Mrs. 
Martha Smart Wilkins of Dothan. She is the granddaughter 
of Mrs. Frances Meeks Woodham of Napier Field. Ala. and 

the late Roy Talmadge Woodham. 
Russel is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Roy McAuley of Pratt

ville. Ala. 
The bride was given in marriage by her father. Mrs. Amy 

Camille Woodham Dawson of San Jose, Calif .. sister of the 
bride, sen·ed as matron of honor. After a honeymoon at 
Jekyll Island, Ga., the couple is living at Americus. Ga. 

FAMILY TREE 
James Talmadge Woodham-Martha Smart 

Roy Talmadge Woodham--Frances Muriel Meeks 
Jasper Richard Woodham--Mary Alice Bull 
Thomas L. Woodham--Nellie E. Enfinger 

Edward Christopher Woodham--Joanna Riley 
Aris Woodham Jr.--Rachel Richardson 

Aris Woodham Sr.-Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr.-Eleanor Lockett 

V 



Suzanne Bonifay Earns Doctorate 

Degree At Florida State 
r'\IJAINBRIDGE, Ga.--Suzanne Bonifay a Doctor of 

Education degree in educational administration-
leadership from Florida State University at Tallahas

see, Fla. 8 Dec., 1993 at the Tallahassee Civic Center. 

Suzi is the daughter of Rosemary Woodham and her 

husband Walker Wilkins Bonifay of Pensacola, Fla. 

She is the granddaughter of Mrs. Zenobia Aurora 

Welch Woodham of Pensacola and the late Grady 

Cecil Woodham. 
Her mother Rosemary hosted a reception the after

noon after Suzi received her degree. It was held at 

the Charter House Inn here. Unfortunately, her father 

had suffered a stroke and was unable to attend. Her 

sister, Cecilia, now an attorney in Orlando, was pre
sent, along with Suzi's aunt, Gloria Patricia Woodham 
and her husband Paul Dawkins, their three daughters 
and a son-in-law from Jacksonville and Orlando. 

Suzi graduated from Escambia High School at Pen

sacola in 1972 and earned bachelor's and master's de

f"'\grees in education from FSU in 1977. 

She has been employed as a teacher and administra
tor in Georgia. Suzi is now principal of West Bain
bridge Middle School here. This school serves West 
Bainbridge and Decatur County east of Flint River. 
It is a sizeable school and her position is one of major 

responsibility. Our Editor, Robert Earl, a graduate of 

Bainbridge High School, is very proud to see our kin

folk in a role ofleadership in his hometown. 
Suzi is a native of Pensacola as is her mother. Her 

grandfather was a native of Geneva County, Ala. 
FAMILY TREE 

Rosemary Woodham--Walker Wilkins Bonifay 

Grady Cecil Woodham-Zenobia Aurora Welch 

John Talbot Woodham--Nancy Jane Dean 

John Robert Woodham--Emma Gray 

Edward Harley Woodham Sr.--Sarah Dowling 

Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 

Derek Wins Regional Math Meet 
DALEVILLE, Ala.--Derek Shaun Woodham, a sev
enth grade student at South Dale Junior High School 
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captured first place in the Alabama MathCounts Wire

grass regional tournament at Dothan, Ala. 

Derek was 12 at the time of the tournament. He is 
the son of Richard Derrick Woodham and Annie Joy

ce Cobb and grandson of Jack Woodham and Quinta

dell Kirkland of Midland City. 
The MathCounts program is a national coaching 

and competition for seventh and eighth grade stu

dents. This year's tournament at Troy State Univer

sity, Dothan, featured ten teams and 50 students from 

southern Alabama. Teams consisterd of four mem

bers, plus four alternates. 
Derek was the youngest member of his South Dale 

team--most of the students in the competition were 

eighth graders. Derek's first place was accompanied 

by his team winning first place. 
FAMILY TREE 

Richard Derrick Woodham--Annie Joyce Cobb 
Jack Woodham--Quintadell Kirkland 

Lee Woodham Sr.--Sarah Francis Smith 

Ira Edward Woodham-Millie Ann Enfinger 

Edward Christopher Woodham-Joanna Riley 

Aris Woodham Jr.--Rachel Richardson 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.-Eleanor Lockett 

Earns Degree From Auburn University 
AUBURN, Ala.--Sharmon Lynn Woodham gradu

ated from Auburn University in June with a bachelor's 

degree in human science. She was one of 1,793 
graduates this year. Sharmon is the daughter of Tom

my Wyatt Woodham of Dothan and Sarah Lynn 
Woods. She will seek employment as a dietitian or in 

the dietary field. 
FAMILY TREE 

Thomas Wyatt ("Tommy") Woodham--Sandra Lynn Woods 

Thomas Letrel Woodham--Hazel Marie Jackson 

Lee Woodham Sr.--Sarah Francis Smith 

Ira Edward W oodham--Millie Ann Enfinger 
Edward Christopher Woodham--Joanna Riley 

Aris Woodham Jr.--Rachel Richardson 

Aris Woodham Sr.--Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr.--Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr.--Eleanor Lockett 



Newsletter Delayed Because Of 
Second Heart Attack 

This issue of our family newsletter was prepared last 
year but we could not get it printed until now due to a 
second heart attack suffered by our Editor and Presi
dent of the Woodham Family Associaiton, Robert Earl 

Woodham. 
Anticipating another heart attack because of contin

ued chest pains, Robert Earl moved last year from Do
than, Ala. to Columbus, Ga. to be near his sister and 
brother who live here. He suffered a near-fatal attack 
shortly after moving, on his third night at a new job. 
He died twice--once in the emergency room and again 
during open-heart surgery for a quadruple bypass. 
Just as in the case during his first heart attack, another 
red-haired nurse stayed with him the whole time he 
was in the emergency room. Both these nurses from 
Slocomb, Ala. yery likely save his life each time by 

begging him not to give up--so he would have the 
chance to finish writing the Woodham fantily history. 

More about this later. 
This was prepared last year; we haven't changed any

thing except this particular article being added. Please 
forgive the long delay in this issue. And help us 
spread the word about our new mailing address. 

~nnofram Jlf an1Hy Jj.nurnal 

Official Publication of the 

Woodham Family Association 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor & Publisher 

The Woodham Family Association is a national, 
non-profit family club for all descendants of the 

Woodham family. Annual membership dues are 

$10 and include subscription to your family news

letter. All Woodham descendants are urged to join 

and participate in your family club. 

~ooh-If am Jlf' amilu J\sso.ciation 
1130 Celia Drive 

Columbus, Georgia 31907 
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Woodham Family In World War II 
WI IA\rn HH /A\OOOOHWffl:rn@/A\rnW ®~ffi:~H/A\'1 H®®ffllffl: ~ 

By Robert Earl Woodham, Woodham Family Historian 

n11,rn:~'ii' wrn: !r®lli@ffi:'ii'n 
On 7 Dec., 1941, the rest of the world had been en

broiled in World War II for over two years yet the 
United States had steadfastly refused to get involved. 
But on that infamous day, the Japs bombed Pearl Har
bor, killing American civilians and military service
men. At least one Woodham was there when Pearl 
Harbor was bombed--already on the front lines. 
Thank God he managed to survive the ordeal. 

A call to arms went out to defend our nation against 
the barbaric and warmongering Japs and their allies 
the Nazis. Woodham relatives all over the country 

~swered the call. Country boys from small farms in 
Arkansas, little villages all over Alabama, Georgia, 
Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, and other states, 
Woodham boys and girls left their homes to join the 
military service to defend their people. They joined 

every branch of service: the Army, Navy, Army Air 
Corps, Marine Corps and Coast Guard. 

In December, 1941, these kinfolks were working 

in cotton mills, as house painters, drug store clerks, 
driving teams of mules and tractors on small farms, 
soda fountain "jerks", truck drivers, surveyors, sales

men, high school principal and teachers, construction 
work and a wide variety of other occupations. Some 
were college students and many were still just teenage 
high school boys. 

They left these civilian jobs to become machine gun
ners, tank drivers, air force bombardiers; mess hall 
cooks and managers, heavy artillery gunners, special

r{sts and gunners aboard Navy ships; tough, hard-
.aghting men in special forces. 

When World War II began in 1939, the US Army 
bad only 178,000 men. By the end of the war, more 
than 16,000,000 men and women had served in our 

combined armed forces. We had only a few military 
bases but new training bases went into action in a 

matter of weeks. 

Our Woodham boys, many of whom had never 

been beyond their home states, learned how to be 
fighting men at such places like Camp Blanding, Fort 
Benning, San Diego, Camp Shelby, and other bases all 
over the nation, many of which no longer exist. Tuey 
had to be trained well: the Jap s and Nazis they faced 

were barbarians. This was a new kind of enemy, un
like any our people had ever faced before--a cruel en
emy who wanted to conquer the entire world. Tue 
Japs and Nazis were willing and eager to kill, torture 
and maim millions of people to obtain their rule. 

Our boys who became prisoners of war were sys
tematically starved to death, tortured and very often 
murdered outright by the Japs and Nazis. The United 
States suffered at least 405,399 men and women 
killed during the war and more than 670,846 

(jj=' New Address 

We Have A New Address: 
Due to the heart attacks suffered by our president 
and family historian, Robert Earl, he decided to 
move permanently to Columbus, Ga. to be closer 
to his sister and brother. Help us spread the 

word. Our new address: 
Woodham Family Association 

1130 Celia Drive 
Columbus, Georgia 31907 

Telephone: 

(706) 660-8530 
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wounded; more than 8,000 of our boy's bodies were 
never found--including my own father. 

.A lot of Woodham boys left home as mere teenag

ers--peach fuzz still on their cheeks. Many others left 
wives and children, mothers, fathers and other rela
tives who loved them and prayed for their safe return. 

From the little communities of Iron City, Midland 
City, Bonifay, Newton (both Ala. and Miss.), Echo, 
Bishopville and bigger towns like Dothan, they soon 

found themselves landing on the shores of North Af
rica, Italy, France and countless islands in the Pacific. 

Our relatives (including husbands and children of 
Woodham women) fought in every theater of the war 

and in most of the major battles. Our Woodham rela
tives were in the invasion of North Africa, Sicily and 

in Italy. Many of us have seen a lot in the past year 
about the famous invasion of Europe at Normandy 
Beach, France in 1944. Woodhams were there on 
those bloody shores. They marched across France 
and were at the Ardennes Forest, the Rhone Valley, 
the Rhine and Germany. In the famous battles that 

took GuadalcanaL Tarawa, Kwajalein, Attu, New 
Guinea, the Phillipines, Iwo Jiina, Guam, Leyte, 
Luzon and Okinawa--Woodham relatives were there. 
The next time you watch a John Wayne movie about 
these battles, remember that John Wayne stayed at 
home safe in Hollywood. 

Woodham relatives were actually there--getting 

wounded and killed. It was real for them--no acting. 

A yankee general once said "War is hell" while he 
burned thousands of homes in Georgia. No one 
knows this better than our Woodham relatives who 

suffered in the mudholes and jungle heat of the Pacific 
while facing Jap bullets and shells. Or tried to :find a 
warm spot in a frozen foxhole in the fields of France 
as Nazi shells dropped round them Or saw their best 
friends blown apart before them 

Most of our Woodham boys were lucky enough to 
come home unscathed but some still bear the scars of 
wounds. Others never made it home; they are buried 
in lonely graves scattered all across Europe and the 
Pacific. 

The bodies of more than 8,000 of our boys were 

never recovered, either blown apart or buried in 
"unknown" graves--including my own father. 

The War and Navy departments (forerunners of the 

Defense Department) gave families with boys in th\.,./ 
service small banners with a large star in the center to 
hang in their windows. A gold star on a white back
ground meant the family had lost a loved one. Those 
banners became a symbol of both pride and hope--
hope that the loved would return home safe. 

Those lucky enough to come home were no longer
boys but men, toughened and hardened by the terror 

and hardships of a horrible war. The ordeals these 
kinfolks went through can never be comprehended by 
the rest of us. 

In America, things changed drastically for those left 

behind. Rationing of food, tires, gasoline and many 
other necessities became a way of life. You learned to 

patch a lot of old tires--if you were lucky enough to 
have a car. Before the war, the South was still a farm 
region with a few small cities. The war thrust Dixie 

into the industrial age. Still a smalL minor-league 
town, Atlanta suddenly had the largest manufacturing 
building in America when Lockheed built its huge ail\..,;' 

plane factory there. 
Housewives, and others not in the armed forces 

flooded into cities to work at new war plants makiitg 
ammunition, airplanes, tanks and guns. Sleepy little 
coastal cities like Brunswick, Ga. and GulJport, Miss. 
boomed with shipbuilding and other plants working 

round the clock. Women entered both the workforce 
and the military service for the first time in droves. 

Before the war, most of our family had been born in 
rural areas and were primarily farmers. When our 
Woodham relatives :finally came home after the war's 
end, these country boys had experienced sever hard
ships and death; they saw a lot of the country and the 
world. Now that they "had seen Paris", they wanted 
more than the simple life. They felt, after what they 
had been through, they deserved something better 
than plowing behind a mule; they wanted decent 
wages and a better life for their families. 

President Harry Truman, a veteran who had gon~ 
through the jobless era after World War I, guaranteed 
our boys they would have it better with jobs, educa-

( continued on Page 5) 
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;llie apoligize to the memory of those not included here. We include here those we have been told about 

or that we have learned of through public records. Our intention was to honor all our Woodham relatives 
(including the husbands and children of Woodham women), especially those who made the supreme sac
rifice with their lives. These relatives died in military service during the war. 

James Clifton Woodham Bishopville, South Carolioa 

son of Early W. Woodham and Huldy Gainey 

Lee Woodham Junior Midland City, Alabama 
son ofLee Woodham Sr. and Sarah Francis Smith 

Reedus Ozias Woodham Marion County, Alabama 
son of Garley Ozies Woodham and Velma Reed 

Rufus Woodham Iron City, Georgia 
son of John Wesley Woodham and Lillie Mae Sanders former residents of Newville, Ala. 

Vernon Woodham Mayflower, Arkansas 

son of Oscar Lee Woodham and Mary Jane Higgs 

• DEA 
Ozis Wdod~m. 18, seaman sec-. 
ond cla!-r-n-m5've), was killed in 
action Dec. 2 while aboard a U. ·1 
S. destroyer in the Battle of ~ 
Ormoc Bay in the Philippines. ·.: 
He was previously listed as miss-... \ 
ini;t: in action. • and had been in 

1 
- service since May, ·1944. Surviv- • 
) ing him. are his· parents. Mr. and--·· 
l,]drS, G. O. Woodham, Winfield. ' . ~-.~ ... -~~ ....... ,_ .. __ ' . 

Lee Woodham Jr. 
KP duty at Camp Bliss, Tx 
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Pacific Area of War Wasn't All Tropic 
Islands: Many Suffered In Alaska Ice 

In your last news letter you requested anybody 
who had beeu in the service to send in information 
on the military service you served in. 

I served in the U. S. Navy from Nov 11, 

1942-Oct 9, 1945. I took my basic boot camp in 
San Diego, California in company 42708. I was 
assigned to ship's company in San Diego for 10 

months. I was transferred to Bremerton, Washing
ton for a short period, then was assigned to the U. 
S. Naval Air Station Hospital in Attu, the topmost 

Aleution Islands [in Alaska] for the duration of the 
war. My rating was Ship Cook 2/C in the Com
missary department. It was really cold-lots of wind 
most of the time 100 miles plus and lots of snow. 

Homer Woodham Sr. 
Glenmora, Louisiana 

My Memories Of World War 

I was born April 24, 1940 so it is amazing to me 
that I have such vivid memories of WWil. But I 
know why I have these memories ... they are of an 
uncle who I never got to know ... and uncle that I 
feel would have beeu very special to me had I had 
that opportunity to know him. 
Rufus Woodham was the son of John Wesley and 
Lillie Sanders Woodham and the husband of 
Norma Turnage Woodham and the father of 
Robert Earl Woodham and the brother of my 
mother, Lois Woodham Cross. 
I have one of those memories that I can just 
see ... do you have those? Where you can 'see' the 

happening as if it were yesterday. Robert Earl and 
I (he is seven months older than me) were on the 

back porch at Granny's and I can 'see' the shelf 
there with the wash pan where every one washed 
their hands before they went in to eat. 

Uncle Rufus came out where we were, kidded 
with us.and then gave each of us a dollar bill. 
Remember that was in the [mid] 40s. Another 
memory is wheu he left from the depot in Donal

sonville. That depot is gone now but that is an
other memory I can 'see' ... the train is leaving and 
he is waving at us from the train. Those are such 
vivid memories but theu I remember just as well 
the night we got the message. 
Granddaddy loved to go to the 'show' as well as 

anyone rve ever known. He had had a stroke and 
was pampered by us as much as a person could be 
pampered in those days. We lived in the little 
house below Granny and Granddaddy's that most 
all their children lived in at one time or another. 
Daddy would go up and help him shave and get 

ready to do to the show. Remember in those days 
it was not a movie theater but 'the show'. Anyway 
on this particular night we were going to the show 
but Granddaddy did not want to go so the rest of 
us went, Granny, too, and left Granddaddy at 
home which seemed very unusual to me. I have no 
memory of the show but very vividly I remember 
going in to Granny's house and Granddaddy telling 
us that the postmaster from Iron City had been out 
with the message that Uncle Rufus was missing. I 
guess the real memory I have of that is of Mama 
crying. In our house you did not hear Mama or 
Daddy cry so now as I , as an adult, try to 'figure 
out" why I remember these events from such a V 
( continued on next page 5) 



Woodham Family Journal Sept .. 1995 Page 5 

li!lm:li!l@li\llm:!il ®Ir 'ii'llfllt WU bi.ml, continued 

young age, I know that Mama's terrible, heart-
wrenching sobs probably made such an impression 
that I've never been able to forget. 
The next memory I have of this is when Mama's 

only sister and our 'bestest' aunt, Florence Wood
ham Jackson, talked about the box that had been 
sent to Uncle Rufus and how he would never get it 
and I remember that one of the things in it was a 
fruit cake so I know it must have been a box they 

hoped would reach him for Christmas. 
He was never found and we've been told he was 

last seen at a bridge that was bombed so the as
sumption is that that is where it happened. But I 

know his family have wondered over the 
years ... what really happened? Was he killed or 
was he captured? The reason I know is that is I 

can remember another time when I heard my 
mother sobbing .. .it woke me and I could hear her 
telling Daddy about her dream. .. she was meeting 

the train in Iron City and Uncle Rufus was getting 
off and 'they had cut his tongue out'. So I know 
she heard and read of the torture being done to the 

prisoners of war and she wondered ... could it be? 
I really don't remember much about WWII ... I don't 
remember the rationing, I don't remember the 

shortages, I don't even remember that it was 'hard 
times'. But I know that war is terrible; I know 
that it can hurt a family forever; I know that it can 
rob parents of their child; wives or husbands of 
their spouse; brothers or sisters of their sibling; 
but it can also rob a niece of an uncle ... an uncle 
who she wishes was not just a memory but a real 
person ... a person she could have really know. 

Kathryn Cross Logue 
Iron City, Georgia 
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ion , federal loans and much more. They got it. 
Most of them sought work in cities. They de-

mantled and got better from a grateful nation. 

Federally subsidized loans made it possible to own 
their own homes: whole new communities sprange 
up. For the first time in history, large numbers of 
our family were able to go to college--under the 

federal GI Bill of Rights. 
They couldn't find those jobs and education in 

the rural areas, so for the first time, our Woodham 
family became city dwellers in large numbers. 
They left Echo, Iron City and Stokes Bridge to live 
in Dothan, Ozark, Montgomery and bigger cities. 
They and their children were no longer farmers; 

they became factory workers, policemen, nurses, 
doctors, lawyers, businessmen, insurance salesmen 
and a host of other efforts. The war had not only 
changed the faces of those peach-fuzz boys--it had 
changed the face of America. 

For those still living today who served in the 

war, memories of those days are still strongly 
vivid. They deserve the eternal gratitude of our 
nation, more especially by their own descendants. 

Just consider the alternative if they had lost. For 
some of us, it is hard to understand why their 
deeds are so easily forgotten today. Many of these 

same veterans lost their jobs because their children 
and grandchildren are so eager to buy Jap and Ger
man cars TVs and Asian textiles. 

While dozens of cities all over Europe held major 

events to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the end 
of the war, there were no parades, no major cere
monies in America until the last days when Presi
dent Clinton spoke in Hawaii. I guess it is a sign 
of the times when we no longer offer deserved 
honor to our Woodham heroes who gave so much. 
History will judge this age and generation badly. 

If your relative served in the war, make a point 
to tell them "Thanks". If they are dead, take the 
effort to put flowers and a flag on their grave and 
say a prayer of thanks for them. 

Our united nation's battle cry during World War 
II was "Remember Pearl Harbor!". Today it might 
be "remember Pearl Harbor--buy a Jap car". 
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Woodham Relatives In Military Service 
Name Residence Militarv Branch 

Rufus Woodham Iron City, Georgia Army 
Feb., 1944 to Sept., 1944; served in northern Italy in Company F, 351st Infantry Regiment; 
killed in action; father of Woodham Family Historian, Robert Earl Woodham 

Alvin Britton Woodham Mobile, Alabama Navy 

served aboard the USS Quincy in the Pacific; his ship was part of a huge task force that shelled 
the Jap mainland in 1945 and later entered Tokyo harbor 

Albert Earl Woodham Cottonwood, Alabama Army 

27 Feb., 1945 to 7 Jan., 1946; served in Alabang, Rizal and Luzon, the Phillipines and Alaska 
Andrew Dowling Woodham Sr. Bishopville, South Carolina Army 

entered Army 29 Nov., 1942 and served to I Nov., 1945 
Aris Allan (Allan) Woodham Newton, Mississippi Army 

made career of military service; later became Colonel in the Air Force; buried at Arlington Na
tional Cemetery, Washington, DC 

Arthur Leon Woodham Orlando, Fla./Opp, Alabama Army 
Sergeant in 305th Ordnance Regiment 

Asa Edward ("Acey") Woodham 
Barney Lee Woodham 

Bishopville, South Carolina Army 
Andalusia, Alabama Navy 

entered Navy Apr., 1942; served aboard ships in the North Atlantic and later in the South Pa-
cific; served until end of war 

Clinton Woodham 

5 Dec., 1945 to 7 Apr., 1947; 
Dempsey Woodham 
Dewey Woodham 

Slocomb, Alabama Army 
served in occupation forces in Nagoya, Japan 

Opp, Alabama Army 
Bradenton, Florida Marine Corps 

Nov., 1943 to 1944; served in Tinian Island in the Mariannas Islands, South Pacific; wounded in 
action, lost leg 

Dolphus Wilkerson ("Wilson")Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army 
served from 8 July, 1942 to 26 Sept., 1945; 62nd Division; served in the Rhineland, Ardennes 
and northern France; awarded three Bronze Stars 

Douglas Russell Woodham Dale County, Alabama Army 

served from 1 Feb., 1943 to 2 Nov., 1945; Company B, 13th Infantry and the 121st Regiment of 
the 8th Division--the famous "Gro:'er's Ghosts", a crack special force; served in northern France, 
the Ardennes and the Rhineland; awarded three Bronze Stars 
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Duale Eric Woodham Banner, Arkansas Army 
entered Army at Ft. Sill, Ok., 9 Apr., 1942; received disability discharge 

Edward Hugh ("Shug") Woodham Coffeeville, Ala. Army 
1942 to end of war; served in Normandy, France and the Rhineland; released in 1945 with rank 

ofT. Sergeant 
Edward Judson Woodham 
Elizabeth Vadella Woodham 

Andalusia, Alabama 
Ozark, Alabama 

Marine Corps 
Women's Army Corps 

served in the Woman's Army Corps (the "WACS") as a nurse; held rank ofLieutenant; also 
served in the Korean War 

George Edward Woodham Opp, Alabama 
served as a bombardier in the Army Air Force 

George Franklin Woodham Coffeeville, Alabama 
entered Army 1 May, 1945 

Gower Guest Woodham Youngstown, Florida 
served in Italy; awarded four Bronze Stars 

Army Air Force 

Army 

Army 

Grant Marcus Woodham Mobile, Alabama Army 

served from 9 Apr., 1943 to 20 July, 1944 
Guthrie Welbron Woodham Jr. Bishopville, South Carolina Army 

7 June, 1943 to 31 Dec., 1945; served in Italy in the Rome-Arno campaign 
Harold Franklin ("Harry") Woodham Opp, Alabama Army 

served in the Army Signal Corps 
Henry Clayton ("Woody") Woodham Jr. Ozark/Montgomery, Alabama 

entered AAF 23 Mar., 1941 to end of war 
Herman Ira Woodham Columbia, South Carolina 

served in Army from 14 Nov., 1945 to 17 May, 1947 

Army Air Force 

Army Air Force 

Homer Woodham Sr. Hineston, Louisiana Navy 
11 Nov., 1942 to 9 Oct., 1945; served in San Diego, Cali£, Bremerton, Wash. and later at the 
US Naval Air Station Hospital in Attu, Alaska 

Howard Dewey Woodham Clayton, Alabama Army 
served in 174th Coast Artillery Battalion, 10 Feb., 1941 to 19 July, 1945; served in Papua, 
New Guinea and the East Indies in the South Pacific; left Army with rank of Staff Sergeant 

Hubert Bunyon Woodham Boaz, Alabama Navy 
served as a pharmacist mate 

Hugh Boyd Woodham Jr. Bishopville, South Carolina Army Air Corps 
served in Army from 15 Apr., 1943 to 29 July, 1945 

Ivey Powell Woodham Hartford, Alabama Army 
served from 22 June, 1942 to 4 Nov., 1945; served in the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central 
Europe; awarded three Bronze Stars; released with rank of Staff Sergeant 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Jack Howard Woodham Henry County, Alabama Army 
20 Oct., 1942 to 24 Sept., 1945; served at Normandy invansion, northern France, Ardennes an, 

the Rhineland and Central Europe; HQ Battery, 109th Field Artillery Battalion; awarded Brom 
Star; released with rank of 1st Sergeant 

Jackson Millard Woodham Sr. Clayton, Alabama Army Air Force 
9 Apr., 1943 to end of war; served in Europe as mechanic working on B-24 bombers 

Jackson Morris ("Jack") Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army 
4 Feb., 1943 to 18 Jan., 1946; served as a surveyor in H & S Company, 650tb Engineers Battal

ion; served in the Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea in the Soutb Pacific 
Jack Owen Woodham Darlington, South Carolina Navy 

11 Oct., 1944 to 28 May, 1946; served on the USS Malabar 
James Cooper Woodham Bishopville, Soutb Carolina Army 

killed in action in the South Pacific I 5 Sept., 1942; 
James Davis (Davis) Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army Air Coips 

15 Jan., 1941 to 20 July, 1945; served in Newfoundland, Canada; served in Egypt, Libya and 
Tunisia against Rommel's German Afrika Coips; discharged witb rank of Staff Sergeant; 

awarded three Bronze Stars 
James Edward Woodham Jr. 
James Lamar Woodham 

Campbellton, Florida 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Army Air Force 
Army 

served as a 2nd Lieutenant and 1st Lieutenant during World War II; also served in tbe Air Fore V 
during tbe Korean War and promoted to Captain 

James Mysell Woodham Dothan, Alabama Army 

wounded in action in the South Pacific in May, 1944 
James Opie Woodham Midland City, Alabama Navy 

served aboard tbe USS Bunker Hill in the Pacific; Machinist Mate 3rd 
James Robert Woodham Headland, Alabama Navy 

1 Dec., 1942 to 27 Nov., 1945; Boatswain's Mate 2nd 

James Washington Woodham Slocomb, Alabama Navy 

20 Mar., 1943 to Dec., 1945; stationed at Norfolk, Va.; seaman on landing craft 
James William Woodham Hartford, Alabama Army 

23 Mar., 1945 to 25 Nov., 1946; served in Alaska; water supply technician 
Jenkins Romas Woodham Opp, Alabama 
John Calvin ("Johnnie") Woodham Dothan, Alabama Army 

16 Mar., 1945 to 13 Jan., 1946; served in the occupation forces in Japan, Co. M., 307th 
Infantry Regiment 

John Edward Woodham Boaz, Alabama Army 
John Edward Woodham Sr. Hartsville, Soutb Carolina Army 

8 Dec., 1942 to 10 Nov., 1945; served in northern France, tbe Ardennes, the Rhine
land and Central Europe 

Woodham Family Journal Sept., 1995 Page 8 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 



John Thomas Woodham Mobile, Alabama Army Air Force 
(son ofWilliam Jesse Woodham Sr.) 

Kenneth Weldon Woodham Sr. Hartsville, South Carolina Navy 
served from 15 Sept., 1942 to 11 Dec., 1945 

Lawson Willis Woodham Opp, Alabama 

Lee Woodham Jr. Midland City, Alabama Army Cavalry 
entered the US Cavalry (Army) June, 1941; served with Troop E, 12th Cavalry Regi-
ment at Fort Bliss, Tex. before war; later received a battlefield commission as 1st Lieutenant; 
served in Australia, the Admiralty Islands ( South Pacific) and the invasion of the Phillipines at 

Leyte, where he was wounded for the first time; killed in action 17 Feb., 1945 in Manila, capitol 
of the Phillipines 

Leslie Bernard Woodham Henry County, Alabama Army 
16 Nov., 1942 to 22 July, 1945; medical technician; served aboard troop transport ships and hos
pitals in the Atlantic and Mediterranean 

Loral Dee Woodham Jr. Union Grove, Alabama Army 

Entered Army in June, 1945; later served with the 11th Airborne Division as a paratrooper with 
the occupation forces in Japan; later with the 457th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion 

Louie Burman Woodham Dothan/Mobile, Alabama Marine Corps 
Served 28 months overseas with the famed First Marine Division; participated in five major bat
tles against the Japs on Guadalcanal and three on Cape Gloucester 

Luther Woodham Hartford, Alabama Army 

18 Feb., 1942 to l Nov., 1945; Supply Sergeant in 346th Infantry Regiment; served in the Ar

dennes, the Rhineland and Central Europe 
Luther Marshall Woodham Opp, Alabama 
Luttrell Doyce Woodham 

22 Mar., 1945 to 18 July, 1946; 
Richards in the Pacific 

Columbus, Georgia Navy 
served aboard destroyers USS Hunt, USS Weeden and USS 

Otis 0. Woodham Dothan, Alabama Marine Corps 
Otis was in the Marine Corps stationed at Pearl Harbor when the Japs staged their sneak attack 
and bombed this American Naval base 7 Dec., 1941; served in the Pacific area 

Ovie Thomas Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army 
6 Jan., 1941 to 2 Aug., 1944; radio operator, later Sergeant in 706th Tank Battalion; served in 
Pacific 

Pat Thomas Woodham Headland, Alabama 
27 Oct., 1942 to end of war; served in the Medical Corps 

Paton Lawrence Woodham Hartford, Alabama 

Army 

Army 
18 July, 1942 to 3 Nov., 1945; radar repairman with 3367 Signal Service Battalion; served in the 
Phillipines; awarded three Bronze Stars 
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Perry Gillum Woodham Ozark, Alabama Army Air Force 
22 Aug., 1942 to 30 Aug., 1945; Military Policeman with HQ, 407th Base Service Squadron; 
seived in Europe 

Perry William Woodham 

23 Feb., 1945 to 20 Aug., 1946; 
Pacific occupation forces 

Graceville, Florida Army 

seived in Company B, !30th Infantry Regiment; 

Ponie B. Woodham Slocomb, Alabama Army 

seived in the 

24 Mar., 1941 to 14 Oct., 1945; seived in Battery B, 47th Field Artillery Battalion; seived at 
Normandy, in northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe; awarded Silver Star 

Ray ("Pat") Woodham Opp, Alabama Army Air Force 
seived as Sergeant in Army Air Force 

Reedus Ozies Woodham Winfield, Alabama Navy 
Entered the Navy in May, 1944 and was killed in action aboard a Navy destroyer in Ormoc Bay 
in the Phillipines 2 Dec., 1944 at age 18, under fire from the Japs 

Richard Aubon Woodham 
Robert L.("Bobby") Woodham 

Coffeeville, Alabama 

Midland City, Alabama 
Army 
Army Air Force 

(son of Berley Lee Woodham)seived nine months during 1943 at Ft. McClellan, Ala. and Army 
Air Base in Lincoln, Nebraska 

Robert Velma Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army 
20 Oct., 1942 to 16 Nov., 1945; Battery B, 185th Field Artillery Battalion; seived in Tunisia 
(north Africa), and in the Naples-Foggia, Rome-Amo, northern Appennines Mountains and Po
River Valley campaigns in Italy; awarded Silver Star 

Roy Talmadge Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army 

22 Dec., 1943 to end of war; 270th Ordnance Motor Vehicle Depot Platoon; Tech5; seived in 
northern France, the Ardennes, Rhineland and Central Europe 

Royce Earl Woodham Dothan, Alabama Army 

19 Feb., 1942 to 14 Oct., 1945; Headquarters Detachment, 3rd Battallion, 35th Infantry Division 
Tee ("T."; "Junior") Woodham Jr. Midland City, Alabama Navy 

20 June, 1945 to 1 June, 1946; seived aboard the USS Consolation; also seived in Korean War 
Thomas Edward ("Woody") Woodham Birmingham, Alabama Army Air Force 

(son of Dottie Midget Woodham); also seived in Korean War 
Vernon Woodham Mayflower, Arkansas Army 

killed in action in France; buried in France 

Virginia Lucille ("Lu") Woodham LaGrange, Georgia Women's Army Corps 
seived as a dental technician in the "WAC's" from 1945 to 1948 and rejoined in 1956 

Wendall Lamar Woodham Gadsden, Alabama Marine Corps 
entered Marine Corps in June, 194-1; saw action for 22 months in the South Pacific, including th 
bloody battles on Tarawa, Saipan and Tinian against the Japs 
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William Cullen ("Bill") Woodham Hartford, Alabama Navy 

WilliamEston (Eston) Woodham Midland City, Alabama Army 
6 Jan., 1941 to 2 Aug., 1945; Company C, 767th Tank Battalion; served in the South Pacific 
and the Phillipines; awarded two Bronze Stars and the Bronze Indian Arrowhead Medal 

William Frederick ("Fred") Woodham Sr. Montgomery, Alabama Army Air Force 
William Hollie Woodham Opp, Alabama 
Woodrow Wilson Woodham Opp, Alabama 

[son of Malachi Wilson ("Mallie") Woodham] 

York Woodham Coffeeville, Alabama Army 
in Army three years, released as T. Sergeant in Oct., 1945; served in Normandy and n. France 

John L. Jackson Donalsonville, Georgia 
husband ofF1orence Woodham 

Clarence Wood Knoxville, Tennessee Army 
husband of Janie Zee Woodham; 

Elias Taft (Taft) Mathison 
served in both World War II and Korean War 

Abbeville, Alabama 
son of Gussie Cleavie Woodham 

Ray Horatio Hundley Hartford, Alabama Marine Corps 
son of Tessie Inez Woodham 

James W. Lang New York, New York Navy 
husband of Theo Elizabeth Woodham; served on the battleship USS Wisconsin 

Herbert Patterson Dale County, Alabama Navy 
husband ofVemell Woodham 

Joseph J. Morott Maryland Army 
husband of Mary Frances Woodham; held rank of Staff Sergeant 

John W. ("Junior") Miller Jr. Columbus, Georgia (Dale Co.,Ala.) Army 
husband of Edna Florence Woodham 

.A large number of our relatives who served in the 

military during WWII are not listed here--simply 

because we do not know about them or their serv
ice. This is indeed unfortunate in light of their 
hardships and sacrifice. Our goal was to remember 
every one of our kinsmen and women who gave of 
themselves to defend our nation. Their actions he
pled bring peace and democracy to the world. 

Such deeds should be remembered and honored by 
all our family and especially their descendants. 
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Unfortunately, only one person actually wrote 
and told us about his military service. It took a lot 

of effort and research to locate information on just 
the few relatives named here. A lot of who did 
serve died in action; some had no children to carry 
on their memory. 

Help us gather information on the kinfolks who 
fought for our country in WWII: write and tell us 
details about the branch of service, dates, battles, 
medals, where served, etc. and memories of the 
war. PLEASE help in this effort. 



Woodham History Book 
Progress on the first history of our Woodham fam

ily, Woodham Family History Vol. !, is comiog 
along, slowly but surely. Lack of funds to purchase 

xerox copies of records from our ancestral homeland 
in England to priot in the book is taking a lot of time 
because of research to find them and of lack of funds 
to buy them Our historian Robert Earl earns $135 a 
week as a security officer, which doesn't leave much 
to buy copies ( after paying $90 a month for com

puter/prioter payments). We have to pay fees to two 
different banks to get international money orders in 
English pounds plus pay extra to have the English of

ficials copy records for us--which ups the costs con
siderably more than we pay at a courthouse here. So 
far, we have copies of many records dating back to 

the 1500's that will appear in the book. Donations to 
buy these records will be appreciated. Order your 

book now. Copies are $20 each plus $2 postage. 
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A Ya[e of 
'" , hristmas 9?ast ... 

Thanksgiving, Christmas At Granny's Were Big Tradition 
By Robert Earl Woodham, Woodham Family Historian 

Christmas has been the most important annual holi

day for our Woodham family since the Middle Ages 

when our ancestors still lived in England. To this 

holiday, Woodhams have added the strictly American 

celebration of Thanksgiving: during this century, the 

two holidays have become enmeshed into a month-
long and year-end celebration of giving thanks and 
nerrymaking. 

For my granddaddy's family, it was no exception. 

From the time he moved to Seminole County, Geor

gia from Newville, Alabama all his children and 

grandchildren would gather at the homeplace near 

Red Hill Church northwest of Iron City. Granddaddy 

was John Wesley Woodham, son of Ira Edward 

Woodham and Millie Ann Enfinger. His wife was Lil
lie Mae Sanders. Granddaddy died when I was a child 

and for the next twenty years, it remained a tradition 

for the family to gather during the holidays at 
Granny's. 

M y Daddy, Rufus Woodham, was killed in action 

during World War II but my mother still took me to 

Granny's during most of the holidays and it remained 
an important part of my life until Granny died. 

For m_e,_ the excitement began to build days before 
ThanksgMng or Christmas. The trips to Granny's al

ays seemed to last forever. By the time we turned 

off the main highway onto the dirt road, I was ready 
to holler for joy. 

The bomeplace sat at the peak of a small rise sur
rounded by oaks and pecan trees and Granny's fl;w 

ers. Both the living and dining rooms had fireplaces 

and each were gathering places for family during the 

holidays. 

The womenfolk filled the kitchen to prepare the big 

meal. The menfolk congregated on the porch or took 

off hunting in the mornings and Aunt Florence some

times tagged along with the guys rather than cook. 

She could shoot as well as some of them and that was 

more fun for her than the labor of the kitchen. 

We grandkids had the most fun! We played all day 

with only a few interruptions for eating. Games of 

hide-and-seek and tag, treks down to the "bottom", 

toys or "playing house" kept us occupied all day. 

These were the most important and happiest times 

of my childhood. (continued on page 5) 

Qfj= 
New Address 

We Have A New Address: 
Due to the heart attacks suffered by our president 

and family historian, Roben Earl, he decided to 
move permanently to Columbus, Ga. to be closer 

to his sister and brother. Help us spread the 
word. Our new mailing address: 

Woodham Family Association 

1130 Celia Drive 
Columbus, Georgia 31907 

Telephone: 
(706) 660-8530 



(EDITOR'S NOTE: Please write or call us when you 
hear of a death in our family. When you see an obitu
ary of a Woodham relative in your local newspaper, 
please clip it along with the name and date of the pa
per from the top of the page and send it to us.) 

WOODHAM F. WOODHAM Sr. DIES 
IN DOTHAN AFTER LONG ILLNESS 

* * * 
DOTHAN, Ala.-William Frederick ("Fred") Wood-
ham Sr. died at his home here 26 Sept. at age 70 fol

lowing a long illness. 

Fred was born 5 Aug., 1925 in Evergreen, Ala., son 

of William McKinley Woodham (a native of Opp, 
Ala.) and Mary Lou Brackins. He was raised by his 

step-mother, Nola ("Nora") Wilson. He grew up in 
Montgomery where he graduated from Sidney Lanier 

High School and attended Huntingdon College there. 

He Jived in Montgomery until 1969 when the family 

moved to Dothan. 
Fred was a veteran of World War II, serving in the 

Army Air Corps. 
Fred worked in Montgomery for several years as a 

piano builder and tuner. In Dothan, he worked for 
the City Board of Education and later in electronics. 
He was an avid amateur radio operator. Fred was a 

member ofNorthside Methodist Church here. 
He married Sarah Truett 6 May, 1953. They had 

one son. Sarah has been a teacher at Girard Elemen
tary School for several years. Fred suffered a massive 

stroke in 1988 which totally disabled him. 
Burial was at Memory Hill Cemetery here. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Sarah Truett 
Woodham; son, William Frederick ("Fred") Wood-

h J Dothan· two granddaughters, Patricia Lynn am r., , 
("Trisia") and Laura Elizabeth ("Beth") Woodham, 

both of Dothan. 
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Family Tree 

William Frederick ("Fred") Woodham Sr. 

William McKinley Woodham -- Mary Lou Brackins V 
Noah Alexander Woodham -- Georgia Ann Dorsey 

John Wesley Woodham Sr. -- Mary Amanda Ard 
Athanasius Woodham -- Mary Kelly 

Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 
Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Mrs. MARY ELIZABETH WOODHAM, 
WIDOW OF J. HAROLD WOODHAM 

DOTHAN, Ala.--Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Hall Tindell 
Woodham died in a Dothan hospital 26 Aug. at age 

86. 
Mary was the widow of Joseph Harold (Harold) 

Woodham She was born 9 June, 1910 in Houston 
County. She married Harold 16 Mar., 1963, after 
Harold's first wife had died. Both had children from 

their first marriages. V 
Mary owned and operated Woodham's Grocery 

south of Dothan from 1952 until her retirement. The 

couple lived 
Burial was at New Harmony Freewill Baptist 

Church Cemetery in Houston County. 
Survivors include a daughter, Mrs. Ann Tindell 

Brown; three step-sons, William Hillary ("Billy") 

Woodham, James Fred ("Fred") Woodham and 
Howard Earl Woodham, all of Dothan; a grandson; 

and four step-grandchildren. 
Family Tree 

(family tree of Joseph Harold Woodham) 

Joseph Harold Woodham -- Mary Elizabeth Hall 
R bert ("Bob") Woodham -- Cassie D. Galloway 

0 'gh 
Joseph John Woodham -- Nora A Wn t 

Reddick Woodham -- Clarissa Goff 
Athanasius Woodham -- Mary Kelly 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary U 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 



CURTIS HOOVER WOODHAM, 
67, DIES IN NORTH CAROLINA 

WILMINGTON, NC-Curtis Hoover ("Bo"; 
"Curt") Woodham died 5 Oct. at a local hospital at 

age 67. 
Curt was born 27 June, 1928 in Slocomb, Ala., son 

of James Roy Woodham and Bonnie Lee Kirkland. 
He lived in Columbus, Ga. most of his adult life. He 
was retired from Cameron & Associates. He moved 
to Wilmington several years ago where he was 

employed by Glen Meade Village apartments. 
Curt married Sarah Elizabeth Livingston 15 Jan., 

1949 in Columbus. They had five children. in 1975, 

he married Maxine Morphis. 
l""i Burial was at Greenlawn Memorial Park in 

\ 

Wilmington. 
Survivors include his wife, Carolyn of Wilmington; 

five sons James Curtis Woodham, Franklin, NC, , 
David Lawrence Woodham, Roger Van Woodham 
and Norman Lee Woodham, all of Smiths, Ala. and 
Steven Alan Woodham, Phenix City, Ala.; sisters Mrs. 
Joyce Woodham Best, Cataula, Ga., Mrs. Jean 
Woodham McCabe, Kingstree, SC and Mrs. Mary Jo 
Woodham Rayburn, Fort Lauderdale, Fl.; brothers, 
Charlie Wade Woodham, Davenport, Fl. and Norman 
Rupert Woodham, Marianoa, Fl.; 13 grandchildren; 
and two great grandchildren. 

Family Tree 
Curtis Hoover Woodham 

James Roy Woodham -- Bonnie Lee Kirkland 
John Talbot Woodham -- Nancy Jane Dean 
Johnathan Robert Woodham -- Emma Gray 

Edward Harley Woodham Sr. -- Sarah Dowling 
Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 
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RUBY LEE WOODHAM KNIGHT, 
RETIRED ALABAMA TEACHER 

OZARK, Ala.-Ruby Lee Woodham Knight died 19 
Aug. at her home here. 

Ruby was born 8 Aug., 1916 at Clio, Ala., daughter 
of Dale County teacher and Tax Assessor Tullis 
Dozier Woodham and Buna Elizabeth Warr. 

She began teaching school during the Great 

Depression and often was paid in "script", since the 
county had no money to pay its employees. The 
script was little more than an IOU but could be 
redeemed at some country stores for flour and other 
basic foods. Ruby taught in several schools in 
Southeast Alabama. After her retirement as a public 
school teacher, Ruby established Wee-Wisdom 
Kindergarten in Ozark which she operated for more 

than 20 years. 
Ruby married R. V. ("Bibb") Knight 20 Mar., 1937. 

They had no children but in 1954, adopted a daughter 
whom they named Alicia Woodham Knight. 

She was a Founding Member of the Woodham 

Family Association. 
Burial was at Woodlawn Memory Gardens here. 

Survivors include a daughter, Mrs. Alicia Knight 
Becton, Mobile; two granddaughters; and a sister, 
Mrs. Clyde Woodham Robinson, Auburn, Ala. 

Family Tree 
Ruby Lee Woodham -- R. V. Knight 

Tullius Dozier Woodham -- Buna Elizabeth Warr 
John Webster Woodham -- L. Vadella McLean 
John Alexander Woodham -- Rebecca Barnes 

Aris Woodham Jr. -- Caron H. Riley 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 



JAMES TANCY (J. T.) FOWLER, 
HUSBAI\1> OF BETTY WOODHAM 

NEWTON, Ala.--James Taney ("J. T.") Fowler died 
at a Dothan hospital 16 Sept., I 995 after a long ill

ness. 
J. T. was the husband of Betty Eloise Woodham 

aud also a descendant of the Woodham family as well. 
He was born 22 Apr., 1929 in Houston County and 

lived most of his life in the Jellico community between 

Dothan and Nev,ton. He was the son of John Henry 
Fowler and Georgia Smith, a great grandson of Ver
nrillion ("Vermell"; "Mindy") Daughtry and a great 

great grandson of Rachel Woodham and John Bryant 

Daughtry. Betty is the daughter of the late Lon 
Woodham and Clara Inez Kelly and a granddaughter 
of Ira Edward Woodham and Millie Aun Enfinger. 

J. T. was a 194 7 graduate of Wicksburg High 
School. He served in the Army during the Korean 
War. J. T. worked for Hedstrom Company in Dothan 
for more than 30 years and operated a broiler chicken 
business for several years with Betty. 

Burial was at Winslett Chapel Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife Betty; sons Gary Gene 
Fowler and Steven Lamar Fowler; and daughter Mar
ilyn Elizabeth Fowler Jenkins. 

Family Tree 
James Taney Fowler -- Betty Eloise woodham 

John Henry Fowler -- Georgia Smith 
James Tance Fowler -- Lucy Lee 

John Fowler -- Ven:nillion M. Daughtry 
Rachel Woodham -- John Bryant Daughtry 

Edward Harley Woodham Sr. -- Sarah Dowling 
Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Remember your loved ones with a donation 
to your 

Woodham Familv Cemeterv 
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JUNIUS ("Buck") SKINNER, G. G. 
GRANDSON, PHERIBA WOODHAM V 

HARTSVILLE, SC-Junius ("Buck") Skinner died 
18 May, t 994 at age 68 in Columbia hospital. 

Buck was the great great grandson of Pheriba Jane 
("Fereby") Woodham, a daughter of Asa Woodham 

and Elaine Dubose. 
Buck was born 15 July, 1925 in Lee County, son of 

Fred Skinner and Evelyn Margaret Smith. He was a 

veteran of the Korean War. He was a retired supervi
sor with DuPont May Plant here. Buck was a mem

ber of the Stokes Bridge Masonic Lodge and Mt. 

Elon Baptist Church where he was a Deacon, chair

man of the grounds committee and property commit
tee and secretary of the Men's Bible Class. 

Burial was at Mt. Elon Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. De Ette Goodson Skin

ner; daughter, Mrs. June Skinner Walker, Columbia. 
SC; son, Robert D. Skinner, Hartsville; brothei\..l 
Grady Skinner and Julius ("Totsy") Skinner, Harts

ville; and five grandchildren. 
Family Tree 

Junius Skinner -- De Ette Goodson 
Fred Skinner -- Evelyn Margaret Smith 

James Simpson Skinner -- Susan Mozingo 

William J. W. Skinner -- Sarah Frances Kelly 
Pheriba Jane Woodham Simpson Skinner 

Asa Woodham -- Elaine Dubose 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Remember your /01•ed one with a donation to your 
Woodham Family Cemetery 

JOHN W. MILLER JR., 77, 
HUSBAND OF EDNA WOODHAM 

COLUMBUS, Ga.-John W. ("Junior")Miller Jr. 
died at a Columbus hospital 30 May, 1995 at age 77. 

Junior was born 4 Sept., 1917 in Dale County, Ala., 

( continued on page 5) 
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son of John W. Miller Sr. and Amanda Benefield. He 
married Edna Florence Woodham 28 May, 1936. 

f'"'f11ey had two children. 
Junior an Army veteran of World War II. He Jived in 

Columbus for more than 55 years and was a Certified 
Public Accountant until his retirement. He was a 
member of Hilton Terrace Baptist Church and the 
Keystone Sunday School class there. 

Entombment was at Parkhill Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife Edna; daughter Mrs. Dianne 
Woodham Jones, Columbus; son Ron W. Miller, 
Rome, Ga.; sisters Mrs. Ruth Andrews, Ozark, Ala. 

and Mrs. Ollie Dossett, Newton, Ala.; and four grand
children. 

Family Tree of Edna 
Edna F. Woodham -- John W. Miller Jr. 

Jasper Richard Woodham -- Mary Alice Bull 
Thomas L. Woodham -- Nellie Enfinger 

Edward Christopher Woodham -- Joanna Riley 

Aris Woodham Jr. -- Rachel Richardson 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

I"'\. Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 
Remember your loved one and support restoration 

of your Woodham Family Cemetery 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Robin Nicole Woodham and Larry 

Ashley ("Bucky") Fowler were married at First Bap
tist Church of Cottonwood 13 Aug., 1994. 

Robin is the daughter of Mrs. Linda Sue Helms 
Woodham of Dothan and the late James Winford 
(Winford) Woodham She is the granddaughter of 
Mrs. Minnie Bell Parmer Woodham and the late 
James Athanasius Woodham and Fred and Bessie 
Jeffcoat Helms. 

She is a 1991 graduate of Rehobeth High School 

and recently graduated from Troy State University of 
Dothan. 

Bucky is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Larry Fowler of 

Cottonwood and grandson of the late J. A ("Jack") 
Fowler and Mrs. Gwen Fowler of Dothan. He is a 

graduate of Cottonwood High School and Troy State 

of Dothan. He is the P&D coordinator for Roadway 
Package Systems here. 

Special Issue Of Family Newsletter Will 
Honor Relatives Who Have Died Since 1979 

Sometime during the coming year, we will publish a 

special issue of the family newsletter devoted entirely 
to those Woodham relatives who have died since we 
founded the Woodham Family Association in 1979. 

All Woodham relatives that we know about will be 
listed. It will include husbands and wives of Wood
hams and the husbands, children and other descen
dants ofWoodham women. 

The full name of each person, date of birth and date 
~f death will be listed. In addition, it will also list 

their father, or in the case of a descendant, the name 
of their Woodham mother or immediate Woodham 
ancestor. We need your help in this effort. If you 

know of a relative who has died since 1979, please 
write ( or call) and tell us the details. Even if you don't 
know any dates, etc. we still need to know that the 
person has died at least. Tell us what you know. Try 
to contact someone and get exact information. 

You could also check tombstones for dates in your 
local church cemetery while you visit church for Sun
day services. 

PLEASE--anytime you see an obituary in your local 
newspaper, clip these and send to us, both to preserve 
in our family records and to print in the newspaper. 

Please help us make this a real memorial honor for 
our kinfolks. 
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,& 6f a[e of Christmas :J)ast ... 

I will always treasure the memories of those days. 
I dearly loved all of my cousins. When I was very 

young, we lived near one another and saw each other 
often. After my mother remarried and we moved 
away, I still came "home" often throughout the year 
and during summers spent much time with Grauny 
and my cousins. But during the holidays, we were all 
together at the same time. 

-One of the favorite things for the youngest kids to 

do was sneak under the porch and listen to the older 

cirls talk about their boyfiiends. I usually had to hit 
~ousins Ronnie or Charles to keep them from laugh

ing out loud (or put my hand over Kathryn's mouth). 
We were all trying our best to snicker as quietly as we 
could to keep from being detected. But there were 

times when Betty Ann got going that we just couldn't 
help ourselves and busted out laughing' 

On a few rare occasions when it was too cold to 

play much outdoors, we gathered around the living 
room or dining room fireplaces. There was no TV and 
few board games back then so we had to make do on 
cold or rainy days. Fresh fruit and imported nuts were 
rare and expensive so during the holidays, these were 
a real treat for kids. Some of us would sneak into the 

kitchen to try and pilfer a few marshmallows 
(intended for melting over sweet potatoes or pies) to 
roast in the fireplace, along with niggertoes (brazil 
nuts), peanuts or Grauny's pecans. 

Most of the time, the weather in South Georgia 
was great during the holidays and we made the most 
of it outdoors with games and playing. 

.Although we managed to see each other often 

throughout the year, the holidays assured us we 
would all be together at the same time. For me, this 
was the fun of Thanksgiving and Christmas. Family. 
It meant something then--something that seems to 
have been lost over the decades. 

Toe fantastic odors of the holiday foods coming 
from the kitchen were a major distraction and some 
of us were always trying to saunter in as innocently as 
we could fake it and try to grab a morsel or two or 
some delicacy. Naturally we were usually caught but 

Grauny would often just wink and wave us out. The 
Mamas weren't as forgiving and getting run out with a 
broom was just part of the game. 

The fantastic odors of the cooking meal permeateV 
the whole house, overflowing to the yard. It kept a 

child's stomach churning in knots of expectation. The 
delicious smell of the cooking food mixed pleasantly 
with the smells of holly, homemade decorations and 
the Christmas tree to leave a memory of unique holi
day smells. 

The Aunts each had their specialty in desserts and 
other dishes. They would cook these ahead of time 

and bring them along. Grauny's stove was kept busy 
from early light until noon. Aunt Florence's specialty 

was ambrosia (historically, ambrosia was the "food 
for the gods"). This was my favorite and it truly was 
fit for the gods. 

The meal itself was a real feast! With the exception 
of Aunt Florence's exotic ambrosia (with all its fruits) 
and the cranberry sauce, it was a basic Southern feast. 

I dearly loved both and never could understand why 

we didn't eat these all the time. The table was dresser 
with a huge pan of dressing; the turkey, chicken an~ 
ham; plenty of homegrown vegetables; piles of 
Grauny's biscuits (Marna said Granny cooked more 
biscuits in her lifetime than any other woman she 

knew of); cakes and pies galore--it all seemed enough 
to feed an army! 

Everyone ate so much that you would have thought 
this Woodham clan fasted all year long--just waiting 
for the Thanksgiving and Christmas feasts! After the 
meal, some just lay around for awhile. In mid-
afternoon, several of the womenfolk would take long 
walks--to "joggle it down" and make room for more . 
Then they raided the dining table again. By nightfall, 
everyone was groaning that they had eaten too much. 

Of all the toys I got at Christmas time during child
hood, I can't recall but one--a cap pistol. But I still 
have dozens of warm memories of those wonderful 
times when my family gathered at Grauny's during the 
holidays. \...,-

Sadly, after Grauny died, the family drifted apart. 
We have all gotten together only one time since she 
died in 1968. 

Happy holidays! 
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Books Completed Which Tells Story Of Our 

Historic Woodham Family Cemeteries 
6'f wo new books have just been completed which tell 

the story of our historic Woodham Family Cemeteries 
near Newton, Dale County, Alabama and in the 
Stokes Bridge Community of Lee County, South 
Carolina. 

Our Woodham Family Cemetery in Dale County 
was restored between 1987 and 1990 by relatives who 

formed a Cemetery Committee and raised funds to in
stall a fence, picnic shed, restrooms, water well, sev
eral new tombstones for the oldest ancestors buried 
there and much more. 

,-...., CW e are working now to raise funds to restore the 

Family Cemetery in Lee County, SC where the ances

tors of ALL our Southern Woodham family are bur
ied. 

The two books contain information on every known 
person buried at each of our Family Cemeteries: at 
least one page is devoted to each person. It includes 
a great deal of information on family history (names 
of parents, spouse, children, etc.), occupation, relig
ion, obituaries, military records and other data. 

6)"he books were prepared by the Woodham Family 

Historian, Robert Earl Woodham, to be presented free 
to all relatives who contribute significant amounts to
ward the restoration of our Woodham Family Ceme
try at Stokes Bridge. He has spent a great deal of 
time and effort to interview dozens of our oldest liv

ing relatives; researched old courthouse records, 
deeds, newspapers and church records to learn as 

~uch as possiole about our ancestors buried at these 
cwo family burying grounds. 

The book on the Woodham Family Cemetery in 
Dale County, Alabama contains 338 pages and that on 
the Cemetery in Lee County, SC contains 182 pages. 

A._s part of his contribution for the restoration ef

fort, Robert Earl is giving the books to every relative 
who makes a minimum contnoution of at least $50 for 
restoration of the Cemetery. So this valuable infor
mation on our ancestors will not be lost to future gen
erations, copies of the books will also be given to sev
eral local libraries and the State Archives in Alabama 
and South Carolina. 

EVERY descendant of the Woodham family is 
urged to help restore Your Woodham Family Ceme
tery. If you are a Woodham or descendant of a 

Woodham, these are your ancestors buried here. 
They include Edward Woodham Jr., who served as a 
soldier in the American Revolutionary War for Inde
pendence (1775-1783). 

gf you would like to know how you are descended 

from your relatives buried in Woodham Family Ceme
tery, please contact our family historian by mail or 
telephone (Saturday or Sunday nights is best to call). 

r:rr New Address ~ 

We Have A New Address: 
Due to the heart attacks suffered by our president and 
family historian, Robert Earl, he decided to move 
permanently to Columbus, Ga. to be closer to his sister 
and brother. Help us spread the word. Our new mailing 
address until we get a post office box will be: 

Woodham Family Association 
1130 Celia Drive 

Columbus, Georgia 31907 
Telephone: 

(706) 660-8530 
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4ffi{£morial JElonations 

Memorial Donations To Restore Your Woodham Family Cemetery 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Woodham, you are urged to support restoration of your Wood

ham Family Cemetery located in the Stokes Bridge Community, Lee County, South Carolina. This his

toric Woodham burying ground was founded about 1799 or 1800 by your ancestors. It is the resting 
place of Edward Woodham Jr., who served as a soldier in the Continental Army during the Revolution
ary War-a real American hero and his wife Rachel Beaslev--the "mother and father" of our Woodham 
family. We need funds for a chain-link fence, tombstones and restoration work. 

Q)he following relatives have made contributions (listed with their ancestry). 

Brockington Graham Woodham Jr. Tryon, North Carolina $100 
In Memory of my father, Brockington G. Woodham Sr., son of Stephen Middleton Woodham (son 

of John Wesley Woodham, Stephen Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mary E. Wilson Pasadena, California $25 
In Memory of my great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham, daughter of Aris Woodham and Re

becca Smith (Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

E. Jerome Woodham Marietta, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my mother, Mrs. Ora Lee SmithWoodham, wife ofWilliamAllen Woodham of La

Grange, Georgia (Ressie Joshua Woodham Sr., William Hartwell Woodham, Aris Woodham, 
Edward Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Rosemary Woodham Bonifay Pensacola, Florida $50 

In Memory of my father, Grady Cecil Woodham of Geneva County, Ala. (John Talbot Woodham, 
John Robert Woodham, Edward Hartwell Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) (two donations) 

Frederick Sidney ("Fred") Woodham Brooks, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my father, Owen Frederick Woodham of Darlington County, SC (Thomas Emberry 

Woodham, Johnathan Edward Woodham Sr., Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr. Edward Sr. 

lea Ida Woodham Lovett Mayflower, Arkansas $10 
In Memory of my father Oscar Lee Woodham (Francis Marion Woodham, John Nelson Woodham, 

Ira Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dowling Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina $25 

In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma Turnage Woodham Parrish (widow of 
Rufus Woodham) (John Wesley Woodham, Ira Edward Woodham, Edward Christopher Woodham, Aris 

Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Ella Perry Foster Zarr Bay Minette, Alabama $100 

In Memory of my great grandmother, Icy Sophronia Skinner, daughter ofRachel Woodham 

(daughter of Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
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Help Restore Your Historic Woo_dham Family Cemetery 

Mrs. Ruth Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina $20 
In Memory of: my husband, Harris Middleton ("Jack") Woodham, son of Ernest Edward Woodham 
(Johnathan Edward Woodham, Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Teresa Ann Wallace Madison, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my great great grandmother, Harriett S. Woodham and her husband, William E. 

Hearon (Dorothy Anu Jenkins, Nancy Harriett Hearon, William Woodham Hearon, Harriett S. Wood
ham, Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Delene Woodham Pensacola, Florida $40 

In Honor of: my husband, William Jesse Woodham Jr. (school principal, county school superinten
dent, college professor) (W. J. Woodham Sr., Aaron Thomas Woodham, John Wesley Woodham, 
Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Jack Woodham Tavares, Florida $50 

In Memory of my husband, Jack Howard Woodham (Hillary Hopewell Woodham, Joseph John 
Woodham, Reddick Woodham, Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
(Editor's note: in a letter to us, Minnie stated she had made a contribution for the South Carolina Wood
ham Cemetery and sent this to the chairman of the Woodham Cemetery Committee in Dale County, Ala. 
It was mistakenly used on the Alabama cemetery.) 

South Carolina Woodham Reunion Bishopville, South Carolina $30 
In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma T. Woodham Parrish. 

Mrs. Grady C. (Zenobia) Woodham Pensacola, Florida $70 
In Memory of my husband, Grady Cecil Woodham (John Talbot Woodham, Johnathan Robert 

Woodham, Edward Harley Woodham Sr., Edward Woodham Jr. Edward Woodham Sr.) (Zenobia sent 
in $100 and asked that it be divided between dues, a donation to buy English records and the cemetery) 
Everett Wade Woodham Jr. Bartlesville, Oklahoma $50 

In Memory of my father, Everett Wade ("Monk") Woodham Sr. (Levin Oscar Woodham, Athanasius 
Jehu Woodham Jr., Athanasius J. Woodham Sr., Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr. Edward 
Woodham Jr. Edward Woodham Sr. 

Send Memorial Donations to restore your 

lloob-qa:m JJf a:miltr Ol.emetertr 
to: 

Woodham Familv Assncialion 

1130 Celia Drive 

Columbus, Georgia 31807 
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DOTHAN, Ala.-David Lynn Woodham and Teresa 
Ann Thomas Haas were manied here 15 Mar., 1996. 

David is the son of the late John David (David) 
Woodham and Bonita Mae Trawick. He is a grand
son of John Henry Woodham and Mary Lucille 

Kirkland. 
Teresa is the daughter of Robert H Thomas and Ni

na Sue Rogers. 
Family Tree 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 
Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Edward H. Woodham Sr. -- Sarah Dowling 
Frederick Woodham Mary Ann Pollard 

Andrew Jackson Woodham - Eliza Ann Richardson 
John Edward ("Ed") Woodham -- Penetta J. Bolton 

John Henry Woodham -- Mary Lucille Kirkland 
John David Woodham -- Bonita Trawick 

David Lynn Woodham -- Teresa Ann Thomas 

DOTHAN, Ala.- Ronald Foy Woodham Jr. and 
Kimberly Ann Baxley were manied at Camp Springs 
Baptist Church in Columbia, Ala. 7 Sept., 1996. 

Ronald is the son of Ronald Foy Woodham Sr. and 
Janice Faye ("Jane") Nolin of Dothan. He is a grand
son of Travis Foy (Foy) Woodham and lsophine 

Green of Dothan. 
He is employed with Big 10 Tires of Dothan as as

sistant manager. 
Kimberly Ann is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Roger 

Baxley of Headland. She is a granddaughter of Mrs. 
Nell Ward of Abbeville and the late Robert Ward and 
Mrs. Ruby Baxley of Headland. 

She is a 1991 graduate of Dale County High School 
in Midland City. Kimberly is employed as a dental hy
gienist with Dr. Jeff Beasley in Dothan. 
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Family Tree 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

Athanasius Woodham -- Mary Ann Kelly 
Reddick Woodham -- Clarissa Goff 

James Travis Woodham -- Harriett Brewer 
Wiley Eveatus Woodham -- Mary Leanora Fuller 

Travis Foy Woodham - lsophine Green 
Ronald Foy Woodham Sr. -- Janice Faye Nolin 

Ronald Foy Woodham Jr. -- Kimberly Ann Baxley 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Rickey Lynn Woodham and Sarah 
Jane Hall were manied at Sulligent, Ala. 20 Apr., 

1995. 
Rickey is the son of James Edward Woodham of 

Dothan and Mrs. Roslyn Green Cooper. He is the 
grandson of the late Henry Malcohn Woodham and 

Virginia Goodman. 

Sarah is the daughter ofDonzell B. Hall and ElizaV 
beth R. Ray. 

It was the second maniage for Rickey. It was the 
third rnaniage for Sarah. The couple was residing in 

Dothan. 
Family Tree 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 
Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Richardson 
Athanasius Woodham -- Mary Ann Kelly 

Reddick W oodharn -- Clarissa Goff 
Joseph J. Woodham -- Epsy Truitt 

Henry Malcolm Woodham -- Virginia Goodman 
James Edward Woodham -- Roslyn Green 
Rickey Lynn Woodham -- Sarah Jane Hall 

NOTE: 
When you hear of a maniage in our family, 
PLEASE write and tell us the details. If you 
see a wedding or engagement article in your lo
cal newspaper, please clip it out, along with the 
name and date of the paper from the top of the 
page and send to us to preseive in our Family 
Library and to print in the family newsletter. 



(EDITOR'S NOTE: when you hear of a death in our 

family PLEASE write and tell us the details. If you 
see an obituary in your local newspaper, please clip it 
out, along with the name and date of the paper from 
the top of the page and send it to us to preserve in our 
Family Library and to print in the newsletter) 

Mrs. ~OYD WOODHAM 
BURIED IN DRASCO, ARKANSAS 

DRASCO, Ark.- Mrs. Edua Woodham died 22 
Dec., 1995 in Arkansas at age 74. 

Edna was the widow of Loyd Woodham, a son of 
Burl Martin Woodham and May Scott. 

Edna and Loyd had no children. He died in 1982 at 
Little Rock, Ark. 

I'"'\ Edua was buried at Miller Cemetery near Heber 
Springs, Ark. 

Survivors include three sisters and one brother. 

Family Tree of Loyd 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 
Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 

Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 
Ira Woodham -- Amelia Ann Stuckey 

John Nelson .Woodham - Eliza Wiggins 
Francis Marion Woodham -- Martha J. Johnson 

Burl Martin Woodham -- May Scott 

Loyd Woodham - Edua Hixson 

Remember your loved ones with a donation to 
YOUR Woodham Family Cemetery! 

Mrs. BETTY JEAN WOODHAM, 
I'"'\ WIFE OF BILLY MACK WOODHAM 

EUFAULA, Ala.-Mrs. Betty Jean Williams Wood
ham died 27 June, 1996. She was the wife of Billy 
Mack Woodham of Eufaula. 
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Betty Jean was the daughter ofLiggie F. and Minnie 
L. Williams. 

Sorry, but we do not have any other details on 
Betty Jean and do not know where she was buried. 

We also do not know of any children other than one 
daughter, Avis Darlene (wife ofF. D. Dykes Sr.). 

Family Tree 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

Athanasius Woodham -- Mary Ann Kelly 
Athanasius Jehu Woodham Sr. -- Jemima Meadows 

Jim Tice - Nancy Lucinda Woodham 
Asa Jehu Woodham -- Daisy C. Adams 
James Ivy Woodham -- Mary Edna Teal 

Billy Mack Woodham -- Betty Jean Williams 

Remember your Loved Ones with a memorial gift to 

YOUR Woodham Family Cemetery 

* IUTTRELL ilOYCE WOODHAM* 

FORTSON, Ga.-Luttrell Doyce Woodham died at 
his home in Fortson, in suburban Columbus, Ga., 6 
Mar., 1996 at age 69. 

Luttrell was born 17 Feb., 1927 near Hartford, Ala., 
son of William Dorsey Woodham and Vera Mae 
Grantham. 

Luttrell served in the US Navy during World War 
11. He had lived in Columbus since the end of the 
war. He was disabled during the war. 

Burial was at Parkhill Cemetery in Columbus. 
Survivors include sisters Wihna V. Woodham John

son, Lanark Village, Fl.; Vonceil Woodham Ferrell, 
Columbus; and Maureen Woodham Woodill, Colum
bus; brother, William Leon Woodham, Fortson. 

Family Tree 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Edward Harley Woodham Sr. -- Sarah Dowling 

John Robert Woodham -- Emma Gray 
John Talbot Woodham - Nancy Jane Dean 

William Dorsey Woodham -- Vera Mae Grantham 
Luttrell Dorsey Woodham 



Mrs. t!UMI iliACY WOODHAM, 
WIDOW OF 0. EUGENE WOODHAM 

MARIETTA, Ga.- Mrs. Cumie Rebecca Lacy 
Woodham died here 12 Nov., 1996 at age 93. 

Cu.mi was the widow of Arthur Eugene ("Otha") 

("Gene") Woodham who died in 1975 at Opp, Ala. 
Cumi was born 3 Mar., 1903 in Covington County, 

Ala., daughter of William Lacy and Carrie Rebecca 
Arnold. She married Gene 21 Dec., 1924 at Opp. 
They had five children, including a son Jack, who died 

in 1959. 

Cumi had lived for the past several years in Ma

rietta, where a daughter, Mary Nell (Nell) lived. Her 
son Harold Lacy Woodham also has lived in the area 
several years. 

She was buried at Hickory Grove Cemetery at Opp, 
formerly the site of Hickory Grove Methodist Church 
which was abandoned several years ago and united 
with First Methodist Church. 

Family Tree 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- .Mary 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Rachel Beasley 

Athanasius Woodham -- Mary Ann Kelly 
John Wesley Woodham -- Mary A. Ard 

Taylor Nelson Woodham -- Texanna R Woodham 
Otha Eugene Woodham -- Cumi Rebecca Lacy 

Remember your Loved Ones with a memorial gift to 
YOUR Woodham Family Cemetery! 

liITTIE E. WOODHAM :SICKS, 
RETIRED SCHOOL TEACHER 

DOTHAN, Ala.-Mittie Eudora Woodham Hicks 
died here 30 July, 1996 at age 62. 

Mittie was born 14 June, 1934 in the Ewell Com
munity of Dale County, Ala., daughter of Lewe 
Fletcher Woodham and Lydia Mae Scott. She was a 
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granddaughter of Charles Mancil Woodham and Mit-

tie Estelle Reeves. V 
Mittie attended Auburn University and graduated 

from the University of West Alabama at Livingston 
with a BS degree in secondary education. She was a 
teacher in Bay Minette, Ft. Benning, Ga., New Iberia, 
La. and Arp, Tx. 

Mittie married first to Michael DiLeone in 1968. 
They had one son, Lewe Woodham Dileone, born in 
1969 and died as an infant in 1970. Mittie later mar
ried Gerald Lafayette Hicks in 1970. He was a major 

in the US Army until his retirement. 
Mittie was a member of Pleasant Plains Baptist 

Church in Houston County where she had lived for 
several years before moving to Dothan in 1994. She 
was also a former member of the Woodham Family 

Association and had attended the Woodham National 

Reunions. 
Burial was at Gardens of Memory Cemetery in 

Wicksburg. 
Survivors include her husband Gerald of Dothan~ 

mother, Mrs. Lydia Woodham, Boca Raton, Fla.; sis
ter, Mrs. Amelia Carter, Boca Raton, Fla.; brother, 
Lewe Scott Woodham, Easley, SC; several nieces and 

nephews. 
Family Tree 

Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 
Edward Woodham Jr. •• Mary 

Aris Woodham Sr. •• Rachel Beasley 
Aris Woodham Jr. -- Caron H. Riley 

Stephen Moses Woodham -- Sarah Amanda Galloway 
John Wesley Woodham -- Almedia Ellen Hobbs 

Charles Mancil Woodham •• Mittie Estelle Reeves 
Mittie Eudora Woodham -- Gerald L. Hicks 

Remember your Loved Ones with a memorial to 
YOUR Woodham Family Cemeteries 

fORA iLENE WOODHAM t!RISLER, 
DALE NATIVE, DIES IN COLUMBUS v 
COLUMBUS, Ga.- Cora Ilene (Ilene) Woodham 
Crisler died at Pine Manor Nursing Home here on her 
90th birthday, 4 Oct., 1996. 



Ilene was born 4 Oct., 1907 in Dale County, Ala., 

daughter of James Henry Woodham and Eula Aldonia 

Whitlock. She was a granddaughter of John Wesley 
Woodham and Almedia Ellen Hobbs. 

She married Foster Brookins in 1920 at Blakely, 
Ga. She later married Mr. Crisler. 

Ilene worked as a sales clerk for Kirven's Depart

ment Store in Columbus for 40 years until her retire
ment in 1972. She was a Baptist. 

Burial was at Parkhill Cemetery in Columbus. 
Survivors include her daugher, Mrs. Kathleen 

Brookins Martin, Columbus; a son, Clathon Brookins, 
Orange, Tx.; five grandchildren; 11 great grandchil
dren; nine great great grandchildren. 

Family Tree 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Aris Woodham Sr. - Rachel Beasley 

I", Stephen Moses Woodham -- Sarah Amanda Galloway 
John Wesley Woodham -- Almedia Ellen Hobbs 

James Henry Woodham -- Eula Aldonia Whitlock 
Cora Ilene Woodham -- Foster Brookins 

Remember your Loved Ones with a memorial to 

YOUR Woodham Family Cemeteries! 

iiAEZELLE WOODHAM 'fiOYD, 
SCHOOL TEACHER, STORE OWNER 

TEXASVILLE, Ala.-Mrs. Lillian Maezelle Wood
ham Boyd died 2 July, 1996 at her home in the Texas
ville community of Barbour County, Ala. at age 84. 

Maezelle was born 31 Jan., 1912 in Texasville, 
daughter of Levin Oscar Woodham and Mabel 
Adams. She was the granddaughter of Athanasius Je
hu Woodham Jr. and Hester S. Ann Wright. 

Maezelle graduated from Troy Normal School, now 
r-,!'roy State University at Troy, Ala. and became a 

school teacher for several years. 
She married John Robert ("Johnny") Boyd Sr. on 17 

Oct., 1938 at Brundidge, Ala. They had one son, 
John Robert ("Bob") Jr. Bob owned and operated 
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Bob Boyd's General Mercantile Store for many years. 
Maezelle later quit teaching and worked with Bob in 
operating their rural store. 

Maezelle was a member of Texasville Methodist 

Church. She was also a member and long-time sup

porter of the Woodham Family Association and at
tended most of the Woodham National Reunions. 

Burial was in the Texasville Methodist Church 
Cemetery in rural Barbour County. 

Survivors include her son, Johnny R. Boyd Jr. of the 
Texasville Community; grandson Bobby; and three 
sisters-in-law, Mrs. Everett W. (Estelle) Woodham 

and Mrs. Barney M. (Eloise) Woodham, both ofTex
asville and Mrs. Codie C. (Ruby) Woodham of Bed
ford, Tx. 

Remember your Loved Ones with a memorial to 

YOUR Woodham Family Cemetery 

EDWARD WOODHAM iiIGHTOWER, 
DESCENDANT OF MARY WOODHAM 

ATLANTA, Ga.-Edward Woodham Hightowe;:r ill 
(IV) died in suburban DeKalb County, Georgia 30 
Jan., 1997 at age 64. 

Edward was born 24 June, 1932 in Atlanta, son of 
Edward Woodham Hightower ill and Hanna Ruth 
Canning. He was a grandson of Edward Woodham 
Hightower Jr. and Emma Hollingsworth. 

The family name of Woodham has been handed 
down in this Hightower branch since 1840 when the 
first Edward Woodham Hightower was born: he was 
a grandson of Mary Ann ("Polly") Woodham and 
Pressly Hightower. Polly was born in 1785 in Bed
ford County, Virginia, daughter of Edward Wood
ham This Edward Woodham left Virginia and settled 
in Greene County, Georgia, where his daughter Polly 
married Pressly Hightower. Polly and Pressly settled 
in Mountville, Troup County, Ga. where they died in 
the 1850's. 

The Woodham family name has almost died out 
among the descendants of this Edward Woodham: 
only a very small number of his descendants today still 



~eatlys, continued ... 

bear the family name. However, he has hundreds of 

descendants, living all over the nation today. They 
are descended from his daughters and granddaugh
ters. 

Edward ill (who was actually Edward IV), when 
contacted by our Woodham family historian in 1978, 
had no idea of where his middle name came from and 

no knowledge ofhis Woodham ancestry. 

He worked for an airline in Atlanta until his retire
ment. He had at least one son. Unfortunately, no 

other information is available. 
Family Tree 

Edward Woodham -- Winifred Terrell 
Mary Ann Woodham -- Pressly Hightower 

Hilliard Judge Hightower -- Lucy Ellen Cook Bass 
Edward Woodham Hightower Sr. -- Emily Eugenia Hightower 

Edward Woodham Hightower Jr. -- Emma Hollingsworth 
Edward Woodham Hightower III -- Hanna Ruth Canning 

Edward Woodham Hightower Ill (IV) 

ilONALD WEBSTER WOODHAM, 
RETIRED CHEMIST 

ARAB, Ala.-Donald Webster Woodham died 18 

July, 1995 one week before his 66th birthday. 
Donald was born in Jacksonville, Ala. 9 July 1929, 

son of Loral D. Woodham Sr. and Ezma Tressa Mc-
Caghren. He was a grandson of John Webster Wood
ham and Lujianna Vadella McLain of Dale County, 
Ala. 

Donald graduated from Jacksonville State Univer
sity in 1954 and became a chemist. He worked for 
the US Department of Agriculture until his retirement. 
He worked at stations in Gulfport, Ms., Brownsville, 
Tx., Phoenix, Az. and Annapolis, Md., among others. 
In 1970, he was named Chemist in Charge of the Pes
ticides Division at the Dept. of Agriculture's research 
station in Brownsville, Tx. In 1971, he was named to 
head the Plant Protection Division at the Environmen
tal Quality Laboratory. 

He was a member of the American Chemical So
ciety, American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Sigma Xi professional fraternity, Ento
mological Society of America and other professional 
groups. He also was the author of many articles and 
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reports for several professional journals. He was also 
a member of the Woodham Family Association. 

Donald married Nina Sue Hester of Guntersvill(\./ 

Al. in 1954. They adopted a daughter, Tressa Kae. 
After Donald and Nina separated, Tressa remained in 
Maryland with him. He suffered severe injuries in an 
auto wreck in 1981. He retired in the 1980's and 
moved back to Alabama. 

Burial information is unknown. 

He is survived by his daughter Tressa; brothers Lo
ral D. Woodham Jr., Tullahoma, Tn. and Charles 
Bruce Woodham, Mobile. 

Family Tree 
Edward Woodham Sr. -- Eleanor 

Edward Woodham Jr. -- Mary 
Aris Woodham Sr. -- Caron H. Riley 

John Alexander Woodham -- Rebecca Barnes 
John Webster Woodham -- Lujianna V. McLain 
Loral D. Woodham Sr. -- Ezma T. McCaghren 
Donald Webster Woodham -- Nina Sue Hester 

~frs. iiARY T. WOODHAM, WIDOW 
OF THOMAS EDWARD WOODHAM\../ 

STARKE, Fla.-Mrs. Mary Lou Townsend died I 
Mar., 1995 at age 65. She was the widow of Thomas 
Edward Woodham. 

Mary was born 5 July, 1929. 
Her husband Thomas was the son of Thomas Em

berry ("Tommy") Woodham and Louella May Kelley 
of Lee and Darlington counties, SC. Thomas and 
Mary Lou had lived in Starke for many years. They 
had four children. Thomas died in 1981 at Jackson
ville Naval Air Station. 

Burial information is unknown. 

Survivors include two daughters, Marilynn Wood
ham Pierce and Kelly Woodham Cason; sons Ray

mond Wayne Woodham, Starke and John T. Wood
ham; several grandchildren. 



~tatlp;, <imtinuw._ 

!ROMAS EWELL WOODHAM 
f""\nIES AT AGE 96 IN BONIFAY, FLA. 

BONIFAY, Fla.-Thomas Ewell ("Tom"; Euel) 
Woodham died here 24 Aug., 1994 at age 96. At his 
death, he was one of the oldest Woodhams in Amer
ica: few males have ever lived to his age in our family. 

Tom was born 19 Mar., 1898 in Holmes County, 
Fla., son ofW alter Young Woodham, a native of Dale 

County, Alabama and Effie Jane Reneau. He was a 
grandson of John Robert Woodham, a native of 
Stokes Bridge in what is now Lee County, South 
Carolina and Emma Gray. 

His grandfather John Robert was a soldier in the 
Confederate States Army during the War for South
ern Independence (1861-1865). 

Tom married lris Pauline (Pauline) Faircloth 17 
Aug., 1918 at Esto, Fla. They had nine children, in
cluding a child, Burl, who died at age 8 months. Pau

,,..-.lme died in 1983. A son, Dorsey Porter Woodham, 
died in 1983. 

Tom lived the last several years in a nursing home. 
Burial was at Union Hill Cemetery near Bonifay. 

Surviving are daughters lris Estell Woodham 
Mathews and Juanita Jean ("Jeannie") Woodham El
lenburg, both of Bonifay; sons Delma D. Woodham, 
Willard Young Woodham, Cypress, Fl., Cecil Paul 
Woodham, Richard Allen Woodham and Ewell D. 
Woodham, all of Bonifay; several grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

HERMAN iRA WOODHAM DIES; 
1f VETERAN OF WORLD WAR II 1f 

MURFREESBORO, Tenn.-Herman Ira Woodham 
died in Murfreesboro, Tenn., 26 Jan., 1995 at age 71. 

Herman was born 24 Oct., 1927 in High Rock, 
r'\North Carolina, son of Ira Buren Woodham and Ame
•. lia Kiser. He was a grandson of Van Buren Wood

ham and Rachel Rilly (Rilly) Strickland. 
Herman lived in North Carolina with his family sev

eral years before they moved to Columbia, SC. He 
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served in the US Army Air Force during World War 

II. Herman later moved to Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. and 
then·to Wilton Manors. He lived in Murfreesboro, 
Tn. at his death. Herman's mother Amelia died in 
1993 at Columbia, SC. 

His wife was Alice A H. no other information 
known of her. 

All our information on Herman comes from public 
records. We do not know of any children and have 
had no contact with any members of this branch of 
our family. To date, our family historian has not been 
able to learn who the parents of Van Buren Woodham 
were (grandfather ofHerman). 

Family Tree 
? 

Van Buren Woodham •· Rachel Rilly Strickland 
Ira Buren Woodham -- Amelia Kiser 
Herman Ira Woodham - Alice AH. 

[EDITOR's NOTE: if you hear of a birth in our fam
ily, PLEASE write and give us the details so we can 
add this information to our Woodham Family Libray 
and announce this happy event in the family newslet
ter. We want to print all births of our relatives!] 

St.even Sb.11.ne Weea:b.11.~ 

COLUMBUS, Ga.-Steven Shane (Shane) Wood
ham Sr. and Pamela Word announce the birth of their 
son, Steven Shane Junior, born at the Columbus 
Medical Center 27 Aug., 1996. 

The new addition to our family is the grandson of 
Steven and Angie Woodham and Chuck and Patricia 
Word. Great grandmothers are Mrs. Louise Wood
ham and Mrs. Sarah Tapley. 

Sorry, we are unable to identify these folks and 
have been unable to locate and contact them. If you 
know this kinfolks, please contact us. 

1' 
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J\sa ~.o.o.olyam -- jIT££ QI.oun±y-, ~ou±ly Qlar.olina 

JJf arm£r, @lllttntuni±y jIT£a.O£r 
h),! ~hut ~"rl ;l,!llluubl!"m, ;l,!llluubqam Jr amilll :i,li511lrian 

(Editor's note: this is a continuation of the arti
cle on Asa Woodham of Lee County, SC and 
his descendants. He was a son of Aris Wood
ham Sr. and Rachel Beasley) 

Continuing with Charles Welborne ("Wellie") 

Woodham, son of John Edward Woodham and 

Sarah Martin Bruce and grandson of Asa. 
<£uthrie W. ("Gus") Woodham died 20 Sept., 

1985. 
lllellie's next child was Edith Myra Woodham. 

Edith was born 23 May, 1891. She married James 
Clyde (Clyde) Kelly on 15 June. Clyde died 20 
Dec., 1953. The date of Edith's death is unknown 

to the author. they had at least one child, a daugh
ter, Dulcie, born in 1910. No other information 
known. 

Jiloye Miriam Woodham was the next child of 
Wellie. Floye was born 7 Feb., 1896. She married 

Julian Hinds Kelly 19 Apr., 1920 at Bishopville. 
They had three children: Julia Flo Kelly, David 
Woodham Kelly and a daughter (name unknown) 
who married W. E. Brundage. 

J)ulian was born 27 Mar., 1894. He owned and 
operated a Piggly Wiggly Grocery store in Charle
ston. Floye died 17 Nov., 1938 at Duke University 

Hospital, Durham, NC. After her death, Julian 
married Cleo Nesbitt. 

Their daughter Julia married Francis Michael 
O'Keefe. In 1952, Julia was living in Massachu
setts. At the same time, David was in the US Navy 
Ait Cmps stationed at Jacksonville. 

;l,!lllilliam Edward ("Bert") Woodham was the next 
child of Wellie. Bert was born 2 May, 1898. and 
died 30 Apr., 1952 at Bishopville. He never mar
ried. 

Wellie's youngest child was a son named Millece 

and nicknamed "Pough", born 22 Sept., 1900. 
Pough died as a child, 22 July, 1902. 

fflhe next child of John Edward Woodham and 
Sarah Bruce was Elaine Elizabeth ("Laney"), born 

1 July, 1858. Laney married Robert Sidney 
(Sidney) Kelley (Kelly) 13 Feb., 1879 at her 

father's home. Sidney was the son of James Kelly 
and grandson of Jacob Kelly Sr. 

1fianey and Sidney had seven children: Henry Asa 
Kelley (1886-June, 1955); Bettie, Letha, Gerald
ine, Jennie, Annie and Edward Simelton Kelley. 

Sidney was born 22 Dec., 1856 and died 3 Dec., 
1904. Laney died 7 May, 1944. They are buried 

at Hebron Methodist Church. 
'mettie was born in 1889 and died 9 Mar., 1986. 

She married a Jackson. They had no children. 
Annie married Harley Segars. 
®eraldine was born 1 Sept., 1895 and died 12 

Oct., 1914. She married F. G. Smith. 
1liouella Cornelia ("Ella") Woodham was the 

next child of John Edward Woodham and Sarah 
Bruce. Ella was born 28 Feb., 1861. She married 
first to John Edward (Edward) Woodham, her first 
cousin, on 26 Feb., 1880. Edward was born 20 
Nov., 1861, the son of John Wesley Woodham and 
Mary Josey. He was the grandson of Stephen 
Woodham, brother of Asa Woodham. 

'll:lla and Edward had seven children: Mary Ethel, 
Sarah Alma (Alma), Clelia Beacy, Ada Edward, 
Glenna H., Myrtle S. ("Mestie") and Edwardine P. 
("Eddie") Woodham. 

Edward died 29 Dec., 1891. Ella then married 
William H. Rhodes in 1894, who was born in May, 
1866. They had three children: Eldridge C. Rho
des, Olivia E. Rhodes and Nina Onita Rhodes. 

Ella died 17 July, 1954. 
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,:!Wlary Ethel was the first child of Ella and Ed

ward. She was born 10 Nov., 1880 and died 29 
June, 1904. She never married. 

Their next child was Sarah Alma (Alma). Alma 
was born 11 Oct., 1882. She married a Bellamy. 
She died 28 Aug., 1942. No further information. 

(!l1elia Beacy Woodham was born Sept., 1884. 
She married first to James Bernard Woodcliff 16 
Feb., 1910 in Atlanta, Ga. She married second to 
Dr. John F. Miller. She died in 1918 during the 
great world-wide flu epidemic. She was buried at 
Hebron. 

Jl.da Edward Woodham was the next child of 
Ella and Edward. Ada was born 6 Sept., 1886 and 
died 19 May as a child. 

Cfilenna H. ("Glennie") was the next child of Ella. 
She was born 24 Sept., 1888. She married William 
S. Harris. They had one known child, William 
Burch Harris Sr. He became a colonel in the US 
Army. 

,:!W{yrtle S. ("Mestie") was born 6 June, 1890. 

She married Earle Raymond Britton. He was born 
in Gaffuey, SC and died in Jan., 196 7. Mestie died 
14 Sept., 1972. They lived in Charleston and later 
in Columbia. 

Ella and Edward's youngest child was Edwardine 
P. ("Eddie") Woodham. She was born in Mar., 
1891. She married Thomas O'Neal 5 Feb., 1910 in 
Columbia. 

~Ila's oldest child by her second married was 
Eldridge C. ("Dusty") Rhodes, born in Aug., 1895. 
Eldridge became the State Comptroller General of 
South Carolina, an office he held for a quarter cen
tury. He worked in the Comptroller's office for 48 
years until his retirement in 1967. Dusty was 
Deputy Comptroller for several years before he 
was elected to head the department in 1942. He 
served under 17 governors. Dusty married Mary 
Maxwell and had a daughter, Marcia Rhodes who 

married a Hall; and son, Eldridge C. Rhodes Jr. 
At his death in 1976, Dusty had five grandchil

dren and five great grandchildren. 
@livia E. Rhodes was the next child of Ella. 

Olivia was born in Mar., 1897. She married A. L. 
Detwiler. They lived in Columbia. 

~ina Onita Rhodes was the youngest child of 
Ella and William. Nina was born 7 July, 1899. 
She married first Fred Beck. She lived in Birming
ham, Ala. for some time and then in Memphis, Tn. 
She later married Newell Zebrelon Andrews. 

'1ourenia Jane ("Lula") Woodham was the next 
child of John Edward Woodham and Sarah Bruce. 
Lula married her cousin, Early W. Woodham in 
1882. Early was the son of John Wesley Wood
ham and Mary Josey. 

~ula and Early had at least nine children, includ
ing an infant whose name I don't know; Bertha H., 
Neila Gretchen ("Grettie"), Charleton J., Hovie 
Coleman (Coleman), Murry Flemming, Irene, 
Sarah, and Sarah Louise (Louise). 

~ertha H. was born in May, 1887. She married 
Samuel Lee ("Sam") Graddick. Bertha died 19 
July, 1968. They had five children: James Edward 
Lee Graddick, born 13 Apr., 1909 and died 29 
May; Evelyn Graddick, who married a Kirkland; 
Virginia Graddick, who married a Gaskins; Marian 
Graddick, who married a Hexson; and Ella Grad
dick, born in 1920. Ella married Albert Reid 
Shiplett. She died 19 Aug., 1983. 

Neila Gretchen ("Grettie") was born 20 Jan., 
1889. She was mentally retarded and never mar
ried. She died 20 Sept., 1956. 

Charlton J. was born 18 Oct., 1892 and died as a 
child l Sep., 1893. 

~ovie Coleman (Coleman) was born 30 Aug., 
1893 (or May, 1892) and died 21 June, 1948. He 
never married. 

,:!W{urry Flemming Woodham Sr. was born 18 
Oct., 1895 (or June, 1894). His first wife's name is 
unknown. He had three children by her: Arthur 
Lawton (Lawton), Kenneth Weldon and Murry 
Fleming Jr. Murry then married Bernice Gainey on 
1 Sept., 1926. They had at least two children: 

Betty Lou and Thelma Ruth. 
Murry moved to Bennettsville, SC, where he 

died 6 Aug., 1982. Bernice was born 14 Sept., 
1907 and died in 1985. Continued in next issue ... 



Woodham History Book 
Our thanks to the relatives who donated funds to help 
buy copies of records in England to print in the first 
book about our family history. We are continuing to 
order additional xerox copies of very old records and 

with each new batch we receive, more is learned 

about our history. Donations will be appreciated. 

Just 20 years ago, none of these records were avail
able to us without making a trip all the way to Britain 

and spending a great deal of time researching records 
there. Now, we can search lists of records at a horary 
here and then order copies of the records. Our most 
important task is to try and track down the Thomas 
Woodham who was our ancestor that left England 
and came to America during the mid-1600's and 
founded our family here. So far, we haven't been able 
to do this. If you haven't ordered your copy of 

Woodham Family History. Volume I, please do so 
now. The cost is $20 plus $2 postage. Books must 
be ordered before they are printed--to help pay for the 
printing costs. 

ifillaabqnm llfnmily JJaurnnl 
~•J' 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor 

Official Publication of the 

Woodham Family Assocation 
Founded 1979 

The Woodham Family Association is a national, 
non-profit family club for all descendants of the 
Woodham family. Subscription to the Wood

ham family newsletter is included with member
ship. Annual membership dues are $10. 

;E[o-o-olya:m JJf a:mil~ J\sso-ria:tio-n 
1130 Celia Drive 

Columbus, Georgia 31907 
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Etta was born 20 Nov., 1890 and died 27 Apr., 
1962 at Bishopville. The family lived in a two--

A story home south of downtown for many years. 
After Etta's death, Gus Senior married a widow, 
Mrs. Lillian Rogers Parrott on 11 May, 1963. Lil

lian has been prominent in the Bishopville Pilot's 
Club, a women's service club. She donated her old 

home to the club for its headquarters and it is now 
known as the Woodham Pilot's Club Home. 

@uthrie Welborn ("Gus") Woodham Junior was 

born 27 July, 1917 at Bishopville. He married 
Minnie Lee Rhodes 3 Sept., 1936. They had two 

children: Guthrie Welborn III and Beatrice Rhodes 

("Beat"). 
Gus Junior served in the US Army during World 

War II from June, 1943 until Dec., 1945 after the 
war ended. He served in Italy. 

Gus Junior died 3 July 1973 and is buried at 
Bethlehem Cemetery, Bishopville. 

@uthrie Welborn Woodham III married Merry 

Denise Dawson 23 June, 1988 at Columbia, SC. 
r".. He lives in Manning, SC. 

' 

'l!'leatrice Rhodes ("Beat") Woodham was born in 
1946 and married Raymond Ashby Reynolds 21 
Dec., 1968. They have two children, Leigh Rey
nolds, born in 1970 and a son, Ashley Woodham 
Reynolds, born 10 Nov., 1975 at Sumter, SC. 
They live in Sumter. 

J\ndrew Dowling (Dowling) Woodham Senior 
was born 27 Jan., 1920 at Bishopville. He married 
Mary Ida Warner of Greenwood, SC on 23 Oct., 

1948. 
Dowling served in the Army during World War 

II from Nov., 1942 until Nov., 1945 after the war 
ended. He joined his father's business and later be
came its president until his retirement a few years 
ago. He has been active in Bishopville civic affairs 
throughout his adult life. Mary Ida was the Lee 
County Home Extension Agent for several years. 
They are members of Bethlehem Methodist 
Church in Bishopville. Dowling and Mary Ida have 

I ;:;·sons: Andrew Dowling Junior and Marion 

L__::er. They are Founding Members and long-
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time supporters of the Woodham Family Associa
tion. 

µdrew Dowling Woodham Junior was born 28 

July, 1950 in Sumter, SC. He married Diane Marie 
Spagnola 19 June, 1982. They had one son, An
drew Dowling ("Drew") Woodham Ill, born in 
1985. Diane died 6 Aug., 1988 and is buried at 
Bethlehem Cemetery, Bishopville. 

Andrew Junior joined his father in the G. W. 
Woodham & Sons business. After his father's re
tirement, he became president. He later sold the 

business but still remains with the new company. 
Andrew has been very active in Bishopville com

munity affairs. He was one of the founding busi
nessmen of the Lee County Observer, now the 
only newspaper in the county. He served several 
years as the newspaper's treasurer. He has also 
served as a member of the Bishopville Planning 
Commission and president of the Chamber of 

Connnerce. He has served as chairman of the 
South Carolina Woodham Reunion. 

Affi{arion Warner Woodham was born 17 Feb., 
1952 in Sumter. He attended Francis Marion 
Univesity at Florence and joined his father in the 
G.W. Woodham & Sons agency. Marion was a 
Founding Member of the Woodham Family Asso
ciation. He has been very active in Bishopville 
connnunity affairs. Marion has been a member of 
the Optimist Club, Jaycees and the Lee County 
Cotton Festival committee. He was an avid runner 
for years, participating in such famous events as 
Atlanta's Peachtree Road Race and organized a 
race as part of the Cotton Festival. A bad knee 
forced him to stop racing. After the Woodham 
agency was sold, Marion founded his own business 
which he now operates. He married Gail Driggers 
Morgan 24 Jan., 1987. They live in Florence. 
Marion has served as chainnan of the South Caro
lina Woodham reunion and, with Mrs. Jack (Ruth) 
Woodham, are the two most active relatives who 
keep this family gathering going every year. 

(continued in next issue) 
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Memorial Donations To Restore Your Woodham Family Cemetery 

If you are a Woodham or descendant of a Woodham, you are urged to support restoration of your Wood

ham Family Cemetery located in the Stokes Bridge Community, Lee County, South Carolina. This his

toric Woodham burying ground was founded about 1799 or 1800 by your ancestors. It is the resting 

place of Edward Woodham Jr., who served as a soldier in the Continental Army during the Revolution

my War--a real American hero and his wife Rachel Beaslev--the "mother and father" of our Woodham 
family. We need funds for a chain-link fence, tombstones and restoration work. 

The following relatives have made contributions (listed with their ancestry). 

Brockington Graham Woodham Jr. Tryon, North Carolina $100 
In Memory of my father, Brockington G. Woodham Sr., son of Stephen Middleton Woodham (son 

of John Wesley Woodham, Stephen Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mary E. Wilson Pasadena, California $25 

In Memory of my great grandmother, Sarah Ann R. Woodham, daughter of Aris Woodham and Re
becca Smith (Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

E. Jerome Woodham Marietta, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my mother, Mrs. Ora Lee Smith Woodham, wife of William Allen Woodham of La

Grange, Georgia (Ressie Joshua Woodham Sr., William Hartwell Woodham, Aris Woodham, 
Edward Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Rosemarv Woodham Bonifay Pensacola, Florida $50 
In Mem01y of my father, Grady Cecil Woodham of Geneva County, Ala. (John Talbot Woodham, 

John Robert Woodham, Edward Hartwell Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) (two donations) 

Frederick Sidney ("Fred") Woodham Brooks, Georgia $100 
In Memory of my father, Owen Frederick Woodham of Darlington County, SC (Thomas Emberry 

Woodham, Johnathan Edward Woodham Sr., Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr. Edward Sr. 

lea Ida Woodham Lovett Mayflower, Arkansas $10 
In Memory of my father Oscar Lee Woodham (Francis Marion Woodham, John Nelson Woodham, 

Ira Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Dowling Woodham Bishopville, South Carolina $25 
In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma Turnage Woodham Parrish (widow of 

Rufus Woodham) (John Wesley Woodham, Ira Edward Woodham, Edward Christopher Woodham, Aris 
Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Ella Perry Foster Zarr Bay Minette, Alabama $100 

In Memory of my great grandmother, Icy Sophronia Skinner, daughter of Rachel Woodham 
(daughter of Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Ruth Woodham Bishopville, Alabama $20 

In Memory of my husband, Harris Middleton ("Jack") Woodham, son of Ernest Edward Woodham 
(Johnathan Edward Woodham, Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward, Jr., Edward Sr.) 



4ffi{.enrorial ~ onations 

Help Restore Your Historic Woo_dham Family Cemetery 

Teresa Ann WaUace Madison, Georgia $100 

In Memory of my great great grandmother, Harriett S. Woodham and her husband, William E. Hea
ron (Dorothy Ann Jenkins, Nancy Harriett Hearon, William Woodham Hearon, Harriett S. Woodham, 
Asa Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 

Mrs. Delene Woodham Pensacola, Florida $40 

In Honor of: my husband, William Jesse Woodham Jr. ( school principal, county school superinten

dent, college professor) (W. J. Woodham Sr., Aaron Thomas Woodham, Jolm Wesley Woodham, 
Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
Mrs. Jack Woodham Tavares, Florida $50 

In Memory of my husband, Jack Howard Woodham (Hillary Hopewell Woodham, Joseph Jolm 
Woodham, Reddick Woodham, Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr., Edward Jr., Edward Sr.) 
(Editor's note: in a letter to us, Minnie stated she had made a contribution for the South Carolina Wood

ham Cemetery and sent this to the chairman of the Woodham Cemetery Committee in Dale County, Ala.It 
It was mistakenly used on the Alabama cemetery.) 

South Carolina Woodham Reunion Bishopville, South Carolina $30 
In Memory of Robert Earl Woodham's mother, Mrs. Norma T. Woodham Parrish. 

Mrs. Grady C. (Zenobia) Woodham Pensacola, Florida $70 
In Memory of my husband, Grady Cecil Woodham (John Talbot Woodham, Johnathan Robert 

Woodham, Edward Harley Woodham Sr., Edward Woodham Jr. Edward Woodham Sr.) (Zenobia sent 
in $100 and asked that it be divided between dues, a donation to buy English records and the cemetery) 
Everett Wade Woodham Jr. Bartlesville, Oklahoma $50 

In Memory of my father, Everett Wade ("Monk") Woodham Sr. (Levin Oscar Woodham, Athanasius 
Jehu Woodham Jr., Athanasius J. Woodham Sr., Athanasius Woodham, Aris Woodham Sr. Edward 
Woodham Jr. Edward Woodham Sr. 

(Editor's Note: ifwe have omitted your donation, please forgive us. It will take some time before all our 
records are straightened out following our move from Dothan to Columbus. If you got left out, write and 
remind us.) 

Send Memorial Donations to restore your 

ll.o.o!klyam Jlf amilu (!h~mctc:ru 

to: 

Woodham Family Association 
1130 Celia Drive 

Columbus, Georgia 31907 



Woodham History Book 
Our thanks to the relatives who donated funds to help 
buy copies of records in England to print in the first 
book about our family history. We are continuing to 
order additional xerox copies of very old records and 
with each new batch we receive, more is learned 

about our history. Donations will be appreciated. 
Just 20 years ago, none of these records were avail

able to us without making a trip all the way to Britain 

and spending a great deal of time researching records 
there. Now, we can search lists of records at a library 
here and then order copies of the records. Our most 
important task is to try and track down the Thomas 
Woodham who was our ancestor that left England 
and came to America during the mid- l 600's and 

founded our family here. So far, we haven't been able 
to do this. If you haven't ordered your copy of 
Woodham Family Historv, Volume I, please do so 
now. The cost is $20 plus $2 postage. Books must 
be ordered before they are printed--to help pay for the 
printing costs. 

il~nnhbnm llf nmily 3'Jnurnnl 

Robert Earl Woodham 
Editor 

Official Publication of the 

Woodham Family Assocation 
Founded 1979 

The Woodham Family Association is a national., 
non-profit family club for all descendants of the 
Woodham family. Subscription to the Wood
ham family newsletter is included with member
ship. Annual membership dues are $10. 

Woohl7um lJfumily Association 
1130 Celia Drive 

Columbus, Georgia 31907 



Woodham Family Gets Name On us Road Map 

The addition of the emergency 911 telephone system 
in communities across the nation plus new regulations 
by the US Postal Service have helped add our family 
name to the road maps of America. 

The 911 emergency telephone system requires all 

homes and businesses have an address with a number 

and street, regardless of whether the home is in a city 
or rural area. In emergencies, this allows a caller's 
complete address to be located exactly so fire trucks, 
ambulances or police can determine where to go. 

Until now, rural residents had addresses supplied by 

the Postal System, with a route number and box num
ber. Such an address system is familiar only to the 
postman but an ambulance driver could never find a 
home at "Route 5, Box 200". The Postal System is 
also calling upon rural counties to name all roads and 
number residences. 

I"'\, As a result of these two innovations, folks all over 

me nation are getting new mailing addresses. In fact, 
we can no longer reach many of our kinfolks because 
of this, since we don't know their "new" addresses and 
the Post Office won't deliver mail using the old rural 
route number system in a lot of cases. 

Many counties and towns have named roads after a 

family living on it. As a result, our Woodham family 
name has been added to several communities all over 
the nation. Streets and roads in at least seven states 
now bear our name--and probably several more that 
we haven't learned of yet. 

* In Alabama, there are Woodham Roads in Dothan, 
Abbeville, Ashford, Newton; Woodham Drive in Al
bertville; and Woodham Circle in Opp. Rural Dale 

County has two different Woodham Roads. 
Dothan has had a Woodham Road for several years 

but I don't know who it was named for. It is several 
miles long, running north from Ross Clark Circle. 

l""several Woodham families have lived on it for dec
ades. Woodham Drive in Albertville is probably 
named for Lelton Clyde Woodham Sr. who lives on it. 
Ashford's Woodham Road is probably named for John 

Hugh Woodham. I think Woodham Road in Newton 
is named for Jesse Elton Woodham since a Jesse 
Woodham lives on the road. One of the rural roads in 
Dale County, Ala. is named "Myrtle Peacock Wood

ham Road", for the wife of Cammie Lee Woodham. * In Arkansas, there are Woodham Lane in May
flower; and Woodham Road in Harrisburg. Rusty 
Woodham is the only relative living on Woodham 
Lane in Mayflower, Ark. and I don't know "who" he 
is. Woodham Road in Harrisburg is probably named 

for Carl Wayne Woodham Sr. who lives on it. * In California, there are Woodham Avenue in Bar
stow; Woodham Came Road in Sonora; and Wood
hams Road (with an S) in Santa Clara. All these Cali
fornia streets are named for distant relatives who 
moved to America during the 1800's. 

* In Georgia. there is Woodham Way on the south
east side of Atlanta. This street in DeKalb County 
was apparently named for one of the children of Wil
liam Marion ("Bud") Woodham, a son of Francis 
Marion Woodham. 

* In Louisiana, there is Woodham Road in Leesville. 
This road is probably named for Jesse Edward 
("Ned") Woodham who lives on it with his sons. 

* In Michigan, there is Woodhams Avenue (with an 
S) in Kalamazoo. Irving T. Woodhams lives on it. 
He is descended from Woodhams (with an S) who 
settled in America during the 1840's. 

* In South Carolina, there is Woodham Road in the 
Stokes Bridge Community ofLee County. This com
munity has been home of our family since the l 780's. 

The historic old Woodham Family Cemetery lies just 
around the corner of this Woodham Road. 

In many of these communities, our Woodham family 
were pioneer settlers and in most cases, still live there. 
In other instances, they were living on the road when 
it was named. If you know of a Woodham street or 
road not included here, please write and tell us about 
it with any details about who it was named for. 



IDooolpmt Jlf anti!!! ~eritage 

J\sa ~nob-lram -- J1Iec Qlount1;,?, ~nutlr @arnlina v 
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(Editor's note: this is a continuation of the arti

cle on Asa Woodham of Lee County, SC and 
his descendants. He was a son of Aris Wood
ham Sr. and Rachel Beasley) 

Continuing with Charles Welborne ("Wellie") 
Woodham, son of John Edward Woodham and 
Sarah Martin Bruce and grandson of Asa. 

l11lellie and his wife Nancy Elaine ("Lanie") Hea
ron had at least seven known children: Mamie 
Green Woodham, an infant who was born and died 
17 Mar., 1885 and is buried at Savannah Advent 

Church; Lalla Rook, Guthrie Welborn Sr., Edith 
Myra, Floye Miriam, William Edward ("Bert") and 
Millece ("Pough") Woodham, who was born 22 

. Sept., 1900 and died as a child 22 July, 1902 and is 
buried at Savannah Advent. 

Wellie's old homeplace was still standing in the 

1980's in the Stokes Bridge community as pointed 
out to me by Marion Woodham. 

J[alla Rookh Woodham was born 16 Feb., 1887 

and died 1 Apr., 1965 at Bishopville. She is buried 
at Hebron Church. Lalla married her second 
cousin, Sullivan Marcoe Woodham (son of Asa 

Edward and grandson of Asa's brother, Stephen 

Woodham). They married 14 Feb., 1906 and had 
two daughters, Eleanor Rebecca and Sarah Martin 

(Martyn) Sullivan Woodham, born 17 Aug., 1887, 
died 10 Aug., 1947. Lalla then married James 
Harrison Skinner 1 Apr., 1950. 

':Eleanor Rebecca Woodham was born 15 Jan., 
1915 at Stokes Bridge. She married Benjamin 
David Tomlinson. They lived at Florence, _ SC, 

1 then Georgetown, SC during the l 940's and in 

1965, at Tallahassee, Fla. Eleanor had two chil
dren: David W. and Rebecca . 

David W. Tomlinson, born 18 July, 1940 at 
Florence, married Marie Helen Bodewig 15 July, 
197 4 at Dothan, Ala. 

,Sarah Martin (Martyn) Woodham was born 16 

Jan., 1921 at Bishopville. She married Benjamin 
Franlin Skinner Jr. 2 Dec., 1945. They had four 
daughters: Deborah Lane, Sarah Millicent, Lalla 
Suzanne and Nancy Rebecca. 

JE!eborah Lane Skinner was born 4 Sept., 1946 at 
Florence, SC. She married Richard Larry Galloway 
Sr. Sarah Millicent (Millicent) Skinner was born 8 

Aug., 1950 at Florence. She married first Claude 
Wayne Marsh. Lalla Suzanne Skinner was born 30 
Dec., 1951 at Florence. She married a Beasley. V 
Nancy Rebecca (Rebecca) Skinner was born 12 
Oct., 1959 at Bishopville. She married Henry Nel-
son Terry, 17 Mar., 1979. Rebecca has served as 

secretary of the South Carolina Woodham Reunion 
held annually at Hebron Methodist Church. She 
lives in Hartsville. 

Q/iuthrie Welborn ("Gus") Woodham Senior, third 
child ofWellie and Lanie, was born 22 May, 1889 
at Stokes Bridge community. Gus married Eva 
Esther ("Etta") Dowling 22 June, 1915. They had 

two sons: Guthrie Welbome ("Gus") Junior and 
Andrew Dowling (Dowling) Woodham Senior. 

Gus settled in Bishopville, the county seat, where 
he founded an insurance agency known as G. W. 
Woodham & Sons, Inc. He later took his two 
sons into the business and after his retirement, they 
operated the agency until the death of Gus Junior. 
The firm occupied a historic old bank building for 
several years until a new site was opened. Then 
Dowling operated the business and eventually took 
in his two sons. 


