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J£S.SE: 
THE TURNAGE FAMILY was active in founding 
and develqiing the Primitive Baptist churches 
of Crooked River, New Hope, New Garden and 
Rayville. (Left front) Mrs. Esther Turnage 
Colley, Rev. John c. Turnage(soooftbepioneer, 

1fehn C. Turnage). (Standing) Mrs. Gladys 
Turnage Transue (llving in Richmond), S. C. 
Turnage Irma Transue (the baby). This picture 
shows five generations (Photo courtesy of Mrs. 
Sam Turnage.) 

.1 Letters to 

Dear Sir; 
Tne articles published last 

month about Rayville were of 
special interest as Rayville is 
mv hnmPtnwn 

the Editor 

Foot Station. If a visitor had 
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farm and Jog cabin was about 
a mile east or Rayville Bush­
whar kt?r s r:i me upon lum in his 
field and slit his throat. 
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HUl■AND'S NAMa 

Whe.n Born 

When Died 

James Ernest Pantle IIJIC ___ 3-'-/_6...;./_8_1 _________ _ 
February 26 , 1939 \\ I m Burlington, Kansas 

When Buried _ _______________ \\ h~rc 

~ncn~wncd _J_u_n_e_1_6_, _1_9_6_3 ______ \\ hm Overland Park, Kansas (Johnson County) 
Othcr'A'ivn 
~umbn- 1.2. etc. 

Hil father 

lfu Gr.andfathcr 

WII'[ ' 1 MAI OEN NAME 

When Born 

\\lien D:cd 

Earl David Pantle 

David Pantle 

Wanda I rene Ti ndall 

Oc tober 3, 1942 

When Buncd ______________ _ 

Otha llu, band1 
~umber 1.::. :tc. 

!cs \f..,thcr's \l.u,!en 'umc He 1 en Kathryn Towns end 

1! .• 1,,.u1.1r•,,1:,c· Frederika (Wi nter) Pantle 

Kansas City, Missouri (Jackson County) 

Her father __ G_u_y_R_u_s_s_e_l _l_T_i_n_d_a_l_l ____ Iler '.ll)tncr's \IJ1Jcn :-.Jme __ I _nn_a_M_a_e_T_r_a_n_s_u_e ____ _ 

Cum p,ler Inna Transue Tindall 
6808 Switzer Lane 

(..11 ) 
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■-----------t[be Worlb Wbots Wbo 
of Women • 

UCbts <terttftmte of merit ts atuarbeb to 
Wanda :Jindall j'antCe 

for 
DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT 

which is the subject of commendation in 
THE WORLD WHO'S WHO OF WOMEN 

~ Edition-

~ '9J1 . 
CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND AUTHORIZED OFFICERS 
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Granddaughter Receives 

Recognition For Dedicated Service 

MRS. PANTI..E 

The biography of Wanda Tindall 
Pantle will be published in "The World 
Who's Who of Women" . The book is to 
be published in Cambridge, England, in 
1981. 

ht her office in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, Mrs. Pantle is engaged in 
the full time private practice of social 
work with individuals, couples and 
families in varying degree of stress. 
This includes the full range of 
emotional problems from neuroses and 
situational distress to chronic 
psychiatric disorders. 

Mrs. Pantle resides in Shepherd-
stown, West Virginia with her husband, 

Dr. James Pantle who is a professor at 
Shepherd College. Her hobbies are 
gow-mel cooking and collecting an­
tiques. 

In this snapshot she is holding one of 
her favorit.e antiques. It was once a 
"nickel-plated" teakettle that belonged 
to her grandparents, Virgil and Gladys 
Transue of Rayville, Missouri. (When 
the teakettle was stripped, this copper 
beauty emerged). 

Mrs. Pantle is the granddaughter of 
Mrs. Virgil Transue of 303 Park 
A venue. Her parents, Russell and Irma 
(Transue) Tindall, live in Shawnee, 
Kansas. 

Th 



Mrs I Tindall, 
6808 Switzer Lane, 
Shawnee, 
KS 66203, 
USA. 

Dear Mrs Tindall, 

Ref: WOMS/ CR 
19 February 1981. 

Thank you for your letter dated 5 February 1981. 

I am pleased to be able to inform you that despatch of 
the Fifth Edition of "The World Who's Who of Women", 
will now take place next week within the United States. 
Your daughter's copy will be sent to you at the above 
address. 

I do hope that you will be pleased with this book and 
that it will arrive very shortly. 

Yours sincerely, 

~~~-~.~ 
Patricia J McClatchie (Ms) 
Head of Biographee Relations 





MINUTES OF THE FIFTIETH ANNUAL TURNIDGE REUNION 

August 1, 1971 

I I 
The fiftieth drinual Turnidge Reunion was held at the Talbot Commun-

ity Center, August 1, 1971, 11:00 a.m . to J:JO p.m. Several Turnidges 

arrived in time to participate in the morning worship service. 

Registration, viewing of exhibits, and visiting preceded the dinner 

which began with an invocation by Henry Turnidge. President John Hobson 

awarded attendance prizes and introduced the program chairman, Rex 

Turnidge, who narrated the skit. Those who pantomined the skit included, 

the Joseph Warren Turnidge family, representing ministers of the family, 

Wilbur Turnidge, EdithVan Doozer, Allen and Linda Turnidge, David and 

Tressa Edwards; at the Elizabeth and Joseph Elijah Turnidge cabin store 

representing business persons, Iona DeFilippi and Nancy lliwards; repre­

senting educators, Buelah Miles, Grace lliwards, and Bessie Higbeeo As 

the narrator told of other occupations participated in by the Turnidges 

.. 
through the generations, logger~, famers, servicemen, those present who 

had served in these occupations were asked to stand. It was interesting 

to note that some had participated in more than one . Henry Turnidge stood 

each time except when it was asked if any had been horse thieves. Then 

he was asked to relate the story of how he mistakenly told how good his 

mules were to a man who he thought was a potential buyer, only to discover 

that he was the county assessor . Dan McIntosh reported that his family 

had started the first cheese factory in Tillamook. florence Paris said 

that she had been a chocolate dipper. 

The ~ttendance count revealed that there were descendants from all 

the John and Ruthama Crowley Turnidge four families, early settlers in 



Oregon, 75 of the Joseph Elijah family, 2 from James Calvin, 6 from 

Vincent, and 15 from the Eliza Stakely family, for a total of 98 present, 

Those present who had attended the first reunion in 1921 were 

Cora Turnidge (the first soeretary who served for several years)j Paul 

and Wilbur Turnidge, Bertha Weeks, Lola (lilrant, Esther McClain, David, 

Wilma, El.don, Dale, Henry, Pauline Turnidge, Len Edwards, Mabel Curtis, 

and Virginia Bartnik, all Joseph E. Turnidge descendants, 

Don and Ruth Turnidge had invited the young people to swim in their 

pool, Grace El:l.wards directed their activities there, 

The business meeting was called to order by John Hobson. On motion 

it was decided to place a historical marker in a public place honoring 

Joseph Warren Turnidge, Linn County's first circuit rider, David and 

Henry Turnidge were reelected to make arrangements concerning this matter, 

The treasurer reported the balance in the treasury as of August 1st 

to be $6.01 in the working fund and $61.25 for the Joseph Warren Turnidge 

me111orial, An offering was taken in the amount of $45,10, 

A card was signed by all who knew Mabel McClain to send to her at 

the hospital where she is recovering from a broken hip, 

By unanimous motions John Hobson and Bessie Higbee were reelected 

as president and secretary-treasurer, respectively, Marie Hansen asked 

to be relieved of her duties as sunshine chairman. The president appointed 

Joan Camp to serve, He asked the same committees to serve another years 

Reunion 1 oca tion I David and Henry Turnidge 
Program : Rex Turnidge 
Youth activities, Grace El:l.wards 

Guest Anna Ava Turnage of Snow Hill, North Carolina, reported on the 

North Carolina Turnages and expressed her appreciation of her Northwest 

relatives, 



The president expressed appreciation to all the committees and 

especially to the kitchen committee who worked so efficiently1 Wilma 

Turnidge, Nellie Hobson, and Marguerite Turnidge, 

The meeting closed with a memorial prayer by David Turnidge honor­

ing those who have died this year1 Dellno Higbee, Clara Turnidge, Paul 

and Douglas Roberts, 

The following newspaper article was prepared and sent to several 

Willamette Valley newspapers, It gives further details not recorded 

in the minutes, 

~~<JI<-~ 
Bessie Turnidge Higbee 
Secretal"J' 



P R E S S R E P Q. R T 

THE TURNIDGE FAMILY REUNIO~ 

The Oregon Turnidge Clan observed two anqiversaries at its 

annual reunion at the Talbot Community Center oq August 1. Nearly 

one hundred Turnidge relatives gathered to celebrate the 125th year 

since the arrival of the first Turnidge in Oregon and the 50th anni­

versary of their annual reunion, 

Following worship service at the Talbot Community Church, Turn­

idges from San Francisco to Seattle, from Willamina to North Carolina, 

had dinner together, Rex Turnidge of Portland directed a program that 

included a skit highlighting historic family events, Ventriloquist 

Paul Turnidge of Seattle, who was present at the first I"eunion as a 

baby fifty years ago, related humorous incident$ from former reunions. 

Musical numbers were presented by Barney McClain of Portland, 

The skit featured Joseph Warren Turnidge, Linn County's first 

circuit rider and his arrival in 181~6 from Mis$ouri, His wagontrain 

was the first to venture into the Willamette Valley up the treacherous 

southern Applegate route, His 640-acre claim was at Santiam City, now 

known as Jefferson and relocated slightly upriver, 

Joab Powell and Joseph Warren were friends in Missouri, Joab 

followed Joseph to Oregon where they worked together organizing Primitive 

Baptist Churches. In 1873 Joseph's brother John and his wife, 



Ruthama Crowley Turnidge, emigrated from Missouri, settling in Polk 

County, All of the relatives present at the 1971 reunion are descendants 

of this couple who are buried in the Providence Church Cemetery near 

Joab Powell's monument and grave, 

In 1921 the first reunion was organized by William J, Turnidge 

of Talbot and his brother John, who later was known as "The Walking 

Bible of Lebanon," This initial reunion was held on William's farm 

where he introduced the first mint crop into the Willamette Valley, 

Those present at the 1971 Reunion who have attended all fifty reunions 

included John's widow, Cor~, now of Corvallis; his sons and their wives, 

David and Wilma of Talbot, and Henry and Pauline of Salem, 

Reunion offioers elected are, President, John Hobson of Salem; 

Secretary, Bessie Turnidge Higbee of Corvallis, Plans were made to 

establish a historical marker in a public place honoring circuit rider 

Joseph Warren Turnidge, 

Receiving attendance prizes at the reunion were, oldest relative, 

Bertha Weeks of Corvallis; youngest relative, Trevan Clow of Albany; 

traveling shortest distance, David Turnidge of Talbot; traveling farthest, 

Anna Ava Turnage of Snow Hill, North Carolina, Miss Turnage, a teacher, 

is a direct descendant of the first Turnidges into America who settled 

in North Carolina in the 1700's, A mistake an a deed changed the spelling 

of the name there, Other Turnidges migrated westward, to Tennessee, to 

Kentucky, to Missouri with Joseph Warren leading the trek westward to 

Oregon, 

At the reunion a displ~y of pictures and antiques helped \he younger 

generation appreciate its heritage, 



P R E S S R E P Q. ~ T 

THE TURNIDGE FAMILY REUNION 

The Oregon Turnidge Clan observed two anniversaries at its 

annual reunion at the Talbot Community Center on August 1. Nearly 

one hundred Turnidge relatives gathered to celebrate the 125th year 

since the arrival of the first Turnidge in Oregon and the 50th anni­

versary of their annual reunion, 

Following worship service at the Talbot Community Church, Turn­

idges from San Francisco to Seattle, from Willamina to North Carolina, 

had dinner together, Rex Turnidge of Portland directed a program that 

included a skit highlighting historic family events, Ventriloquist 

Paul Turnidge of Seattle, who was present at the first reunion as a 

baby fifty years ago, related humorous incidents from former reunions, 

Musical numbers were presented by Barney McClain of Portland, 

The skit featured Joseph Warren Turnidge, Linn County's first 

circuit rider and his arrival in 18116 from Missouri, His wagontrain 

was the first to venture into the Willamette Valley up the treacherous 

southern Applegate route, His 640-acre claim was at Santiam City, now 

known as Jefferson and relocated slightly upriver, 

Joab Powell and Joseph Warren were friends in Missouri, Joab 

followed Joseph to Oregon where they worked together organizing Primitive 

Baptist Churches, In 1873 Joseph's brother John and his wife, 



Ruthama Crowley Turnidge, emigrated from Missouri, settling in Polk 

County, All of the relatives present at the 1971 reunion are descendants 

of this couple who are buried in the Providence Church Cemetery near 

Joab Powell's monument and grave, 

In 1921 the firiit reunion was organized by William J, Turnidge 

of Talbot and his brother John, who later·was known as "The Walking 

Bible of Lebanon," This initial reunion was held on William's farm 

where he introduced the first mint orop into the Willamette Valley, 

Those present at the 1971 Reunion who have attended all fifty reunions 

included John's widow, Cora, now of Corvallis; his sons and their wives, 

David and Wilma of Talbot, and Henry and Pauline of S~lem, 

Reunion officers elected are, President, John Hobson of Salerri; 

Secretary, Bessie Turnidge Higbee of Corvallis, Plans were made to 

establish a historical marker in a public place honoring circuit rider 

Joseph Warren Turnidge, 

Receiving attendance prizes at the reunion were1 oldest relative, 

Bertha Weeks of Corvallis; youngest relative, Trevan Clow of Albany; 

traveling shortest distance, David Turnidge of Talbot; traveling farthest, 

Anna Ava Turnage of Snow Hill, North Carolina, Miss Turnage, a teacher, 

is a direct descendant of the first Tuimidges into America who settled 

in North Carolina in the 1700's, A mistake on a deed changl'(I the spelling 

of the name there, Other Turnidges migrated westward, to Tennessee, to 

Kentucky, to Missouri with Joseph Warren leading th~ trek westward to 

Oregon, 

At the reunion a displ~y of pictures and antiques helped the younger 

generation appreciate its heritage, 



The president expressed appreciation to all the committees and 

especially to the kitchen comm.it tee who worked so efficiently, Wilma 

Turnidge, Nellie Hobson, and Marguerite Turnidge. 

The meeting closed with a memorial prayer by David Turnidge honor­

ing those who have died this yeart Dellno Higbee, Clara Turnidge, Paul 

and Douglas Roberts, 

The following newspaper article was prepared and sent to several 

Willamette Valley newspapers, It gives further details not recorded 

in the minutes, 

&~W<-~ 
Bessie Turnidge Higbee 
Secretary 




