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ITH REFERENCE TO THE 5-GENERATION PICTURE PUBLISHED 
IN THE RICHMOND NEWS, RICHMOND, MISSOURI ON MAY 11 , 1971. 

My great- great grandmother Colley was the widow of 
Jesse c. Turnage who was killed by the bushwhackers . 

Her son (seated beside her) John Clevenger Turnage 
was a minister . 

John ' s son, Samuel Colley Turnage (who was my grandfather) 
is holding me . 

The woman (standing) is my mother Gladys Turnage Transue 
who lives in Richmond, Nissouri. 

The 5-generation picture was taken in 1920. 

Esther O' Dell Turnage Colley age 92 years 
John Clevenger Turnage age 69 
Samuel Colley Turnage age 44 
Gladys Turnage Transue age 19 
The baby, Irma Mae Transue almost 1 year old 

(Irma Mae Transue married Guy Russell Tindall. 
Irma and Russell are living in Shawnee , Kansas, 
in May , 1980. ) 

J. 
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I Letters to 

Dear Si r 
1 ne articles published last 

mor.th about Rayville were of 
special interest as Rayville Is 
my hometown 

For the last nine years I've 
traced my anrestors from here 
lo Franre, England, Germany , 
etc . I'm still searching for In 
formation about the following: 
Hallard School district #Z; 
Foote Station ; Crooked River 
Primitive Baptist r hurch. 

My grandmother (age 9Z) 
attended the one- room school 
al Hallard . Land for School 
District IIZ was purchased Sep
tember 1880 and sold Dec 1894. 
My 1:randparents purchased the 
land where Hallard school onre 
stood , 1894. I've been unable 
to find a picture of this school 
Have you seen one? 

Later a frame school build
mg was built on 3rd street 

I had heard about the board 
walk In Rayville. I round a 
large picture of the hotel that 
was run by my grandmother's 
uncle Dosson Alder II and his 
wife Kate. The picture clearly 
shows the " hoard walk " 
" Doss" Alder moved to Mis
souri with his parents about 
1856 

Foute Station is listed in 
1877 Atlas of Ray county This 
informa1lon was taken from an 
article wrlllt-n by Lois Crow
ley, date unknown. "The local 
railway trams did not slop at 
thi- J)resent depot of Rayville, 
tiut halted one anrt one-half 
miles west at a village called 

the Editor 

Foot Statton. If a visitor had 
returned a few years later he 
would have found Fool Station 
replaced by a village named 
" Halla rd", which was about 
one and one-half miles east 
of the former village." 

Crooked River Primitive 
Bapt ist church ls no longer in 
existence My great -great
great -grandfather, Elder Wil
ham Turnldge (Turnage) 
(preached there). Eder Turn
age was preaching In Blufnon 
as early as 1816 (according 
to the history books). He 
hrlped organize New Hope 
PrimI1tve Baptist and New 
Garoen Prirnllive Baptist 
chnr rhes I'm referring to the 
ohlPSt huI )ding where F.ldor 
Lron CIPVenger 1s minister In
day 

In a record kept by grand
son Rev John C. Turnage he 
wrotP that his mother Esther 
O'Df'II married Jesse C Turn
age 111 184~- Soon after her 
marriage she united with lhP 
Crooked River Pr1m11tve Dap
ltsl church 

This is the oldest record I 
have round with rererenre to 
this church, but reel 11 was 
organir.ed long hefore 18'15 
but have found no proof The 
building was moved lo the south · 
east side of Rayville In 189Z. 
Before this II was 3/ 4 mile 
southea~t of Rayville across 
lhe road from Crowley cerne
terv Have you heard any1htnR 
ahoul lhls old church? 

LI Jesse Calv111 Tut nage was 

home on J~avP during the Civil 
War lo harvest bIs crops. His 
farm and Jog cabin was about 
a mile east of Rayville. Bush
whackers came upon him In bis 
ht>ld and slit his throat. 

Edwin O'Dell built the log 
calnn m 1825 that is enclosed 
in the Excelsior Springs golf 
club. 

Presley Carter homesteaded 
In Ray county (west of Rich
mond) m 1833. He was one of 

lht• on"inal m,·1uhE:rs of Todd '& 
Cir µel Met1,w1~1 1·1iurc11 Tho 
monument of Presley irnd wife 
Charlotte Is w1 tbe hrnd Ibey 
homesteadt!d. Susanna Bates 
homesteaded land In 1839 near 
Tod<l 's Chapel. Mrs. Arthur 
W. kogers 1:. alsoadescendant. 
We both have been unable to 
l ocate the Krave of Susanna 
Bale!. . 

There 1s still much to be 
learnetl aboul places of inter
est near Rayville. I would 
apJ)recIatu any additional ln
format1on cuncermng land
ma rlts there. I'm employed in 
the school d1strIc1, but drive to 
Richmond almost every Satur
day 

Sincerely , 
Mrs. G. R. (Irma) Tindall 
6808 Switzer Lane, 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203 



WITH REFERENCE TO THE "Letters to the Editor" 

(You will notice that this is in the newspaper under the 
5-generation picture. Since the article was 11 strung 
over" four columns, I combined it). 

Since this article was published in the Richmond News a 
few years ago, I will update some of the information . 

Eventually I located a book of old Hallard School Records-
minutes of meetings of the school board. I copied the records 
and placed them in the Kansas City, Missouri Public Library. 
(This library has an excellent genealogy room and people come 
there from many states). 

I talked with an elderly gentleman who told me the story of 
Foote Station. He told about the local banker and a group 
of men who took a flatcar up the railroad track about l½ miles 
and just swiped the station and relocated it in Rayville. 
(the man who told me was a relative of this banker). 

The Old Crooked River Primitive Baptist Church that I mentioned 
was within a few yards of my parents home (the land adjoined). 
This church building was sold to anot her church group when 
all but one primitive baptist member had either died or moved 
away. But it was March, 1980 before I found information that 
would tell me approximate time the church was organized. 
(I have copy of the deed of land where original building was 
located when they decided to relocate within city limits of 
Hallard, now called Rayville). 

My grandmother Turnage lived until 1973. Eventually we 
located a picture of the old Hallard School with group of 
children in front of school. My grandmother pointed out her 
picture. (She was a Carter and her grandparents lived in 
Virginia. I have visited the old homeplace and cemetery northwest 
of Middleburg, Virginia). 

It was my Transue grandparents who purchased the land where the 
school of Hallard once stood and later my par ents owned the 
place. It is believed that part of our home was the original 
school house before other owners had added on extra rooms. 

The hotel that is mentioned in letter to the editor is in the 
newspaper above the 5-generation picture. It was the only 
hotel in town and I remember when it burned years later ( In 1933) . 

You will notice that when New Garden Primitive Baptist Church 
was mentioned, I said "oldest building". This is where Elder 
William Turnage preached. But in later years, the members 
11 divided 11 and a group built another church house (not more than 
1/2 mile away) and they also named it the New Garden Primitive 
Baptist Church. So today people speak of the churches as 
11 0ld 11 New Garden and 11 New 11 New Garden. 

This Elder Leon Clevenger I mentioned died this year within a 
month of his 100th birthday. (Yes, his ancestors and my 
Turnage ancestors were related). 

continued 



WITH REFERENCE TO THE "Letters to the Editor 11 
- - continued 

With reference to the story about death of Lieutenant Jesse C. Turnage, 
you will find another article in this folder about his death. 
Lieutenant Tur nage was accompanied by one of his young sons that 
day he was searching for the cow that had strayed away. 
It was the grandson of this young boy who told me the complete 
story (my family never discussed the details, only that his 
throat was cut). This grandson (who is a Baptist Minister) had 
heard the story from bothhis grandfather and from his great
grandmother, widow of Jesse Turnage who had to prepare food for 
those bushwhackers on that dreadful day. 

The Presley Carter mentioned in the article was the great-grandfather 
of my grandmother who was Mrs. Samuel C. Turnage. He was a Missouri 
pioneer from Virginia . 

The O'Dell cabin mentioned in the article is in excellent condition 
inside the club house. Last year an article with picture of 
interior of cabin was published in the Kansas City, Missouri 
newspaper. It was showing the inside view of the cabin (with 
the loft removed) so that the workmanship of this old cabi n (built 
by the father of Mrs. Jesse Calvin Turnage) could be shown. 
This was the birthplace of Mrs. Turnage and his other nine children . 



Michial 

William 
Turnidge 

~
nide . 

..:to 
1! ~ /~ 

Jesse Calvin 
1~/ 

@~ I 
Turnidge ~ 
~ ~ John Clevenger 
~ /f'J{,, 

Turnage 

Martha Fletcher 
Samuel Colley 
Turnage 

Esther u ' Dell 

Gladys I 
y'1:f Turnage 

,--<-

Tr ansue :~· 
Emley u ' Dell ~~~ 

Irma 
~

~/, 

Transue 
- ~vi-

Tindall 

Lucy Alice Carter ·1~ t~±r 
0~ 

°02 . f➔✓ 
\A).J.,,b1, .A,-<-

Virgil L. Transue 



N1ab1&1 Turuldc•• Sr. 

Marriage O.te Phc• ---------- -------------
Husbind N1ch1al Tumidc•, Sr. 

Birth Date Place ---------- ------------
Oe1 th 0a te About 1832 Bur 1 ed Lafayette OoUDtJ. N1uour1 

----------- ------------
Nichial bad a tar■ at Greenton, Niaaouri, located about OM ■11• Nat 

:!.i tooe":.t!l'J°":ftt • w"hU:ff1 t~=i ... ~ 11
:o:U ioao1t1:.111l1:~ paftl) 

P1ren h Je••Jlh 'l'un14p ot North Qery 11y 

Other wife of husband. 1f any ______________ _ 

Wife ____ Sarah ______________ _ 

11rth Dlte Place ---------- ------------
Delth Data" _________ lur1ed _________ _ 

Parent,. ________________________ _ 

Other hu1blnd of wfft, ff 1111 ______________ _ 

CHILDREN: 
!!I!! Dlte of 11 rth Pl1c1 

1. VUllu ...., 6, Green County 
1?92 llorih Oarollu 
Crowley 0.Mtel'J 

(Dted h'bruarz 20, 1875 Burtld __ aa,v ___ l_ll_• .... ,_111 __ .. _o_ur_l ___ ) 
~~tJ, llluourl 

Data of Nlrr1•CJ• 1.i-w .... 1r-.--iiar-tha~--(Pa_t_a_y __ ) __ n_.tc_he_r ______ _ 

Nlrr1M to: 2Dd wife Cornell& llecldl'!l!on 

(Dted __________ lurted _______ ~ 

Corael1a an4 lf1111u 1• un■arud srav•• at Orowl•J 
0...ter,, la¥Yllle, Niuourl, 

continued 
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FAMILY uF HlCHIAL TURNIIX;~, SR. 

2. Mary Bell married Nimrod Scott 

Will of Nimrod Scott i n Lafayette County, 
Mieaouri dated Augus t 9 , 18J5. Filed 18)9. 
Children of Mary Bell and Nimrod Scotts 

Jane Scott ( who dies prior to death of her 
Mother ) 

King B. SCott (who died about 1845) 

Mary burned to death at her hoae 1n Creenton, 
Missour i ( La.fayette County}, Deceaber 7, 184J. 
Creenton located about one mile west of the 
town of 0deesa, Missouri today. 

J, Margaret urried Willi&lll Shelby 

( Her children were heirs of King B. Scott) 

4. John died 1n 1822 at Lexington, Missouri. Will 
probated 182J 
John aarried Elizabeth, and they had two 
daughters, Mary and Jane. 

Mary married Abr ahaM McLaughlin at Ray County, 
Missouri on November 14, 18JJ 

Jane u.rried William Clochlin March 25, 18)4. 

(&th Mary and Jane were lll&I'I'ied by 
~lder Williu Turnidge) 

Elizabeth, widow of John, aarried John Stokes 
June 2, 182J in State of Missouri, County of 
Ray, Bluffton Township. 

5. Hichial, Jr. (A Pr1.mitive Baptist 11tnieter ) 
Michlal aarried JeMimah. 
Michial bornabout 1802 , Jemimah born about 1810 
Children, John b, about l UJ9 •• Catherine Foster 

Mary born March J, 18J2 , Ray County~ 
Hi.asouri. To uregon in 1852 11 Larkin Vanderpoole 
Jane born about 1AJ7 111arried B. Rowland 

She died in Missouri 
William born about 18J5, To Or egon tn 1852 
Michial, Jr . a horn about 1841 
Sulvena born a hout 184J 

7 



On the following page i a copy of a record from the Lafayette 
County, Missouri Courthouse which may be difficult to read. It 
is as follows : 

State of !Ussouri 
County of Lafayette 

This day personally came William Turnidge administrator 
of ?Uchial Turnidge, deed. and ma.de oath that the 
following are the heirs of said Michial Turnidge, Sr . 
deed. 
Mary Bell Scott 
William Turnidge 
Margaret Shelby 
Heirs of John Turnidge deceased 
Michael Turnidge 

William Turnidge Adm. of 
Michial Turnidge, Sr. deed. 

Sworn and subscribed to by William Turnidge on 
April 2.nd , 18J2. 

Younge Ewing, clerk 
of Lafayette County Court 



. 
i{,1...·, -'>tJ / . .,) ~ J / . / - ·~--r)i ~- '- J -• ., ' ~I'\("< , .. ,., rr \ 

• ·;- - ·j 

/ iJ • .J< ( :,e•) (7 L • 

( (.,,, ( ··~· / . - / ... , . __ _ 

} 

( ' ) 

?(l /~ 

,, ,, ( t' ✓ ~ 7 ,-... ~,, 

,.· 

..,-

·, ,, 
( ~ , .. } 

~ 
~ 

.. 



TURNAGE - FLETCHER 

Place Marr idge Date . - ------------

Hu sband William Turnldge (Turnage) 

Dirth Odle Hay 6 . 17?2 
Green County 

Pldce North Carolina 
--CrowleyCeme~t-e-ry ___ _ 

Oedth Date February 20 , 1875 Buried _ _ Rayv!lle1~ saour1 
Ray County~ Missourf 

Parents Michial Turnldge, Sr. and wlfe Sarah ----------.:--=-------- - ----------
Other wife of husband , if any 2nd wife Cornelia Weddington 

Wife Martha (Patsy) Fletcher ---------------------
Birth Date Pl ace North Carolina -----------
Dea th Date Buried ------------ ------------

Parents Tho11111s and Martha Fletcher 
---------------------------

Other husband of wife, if any -----------------

CH ILDREN: 
Date of Birth Place 

1. John May 2J , 
-----"'---'-----

1816 Hay Count Missouri 
TU Om:GUN BY WAGON TRAIN, 1874 ) 

(Died 1886 at Buried ------------Polk County, Oregon 
Date of Marriaqe_ about 18)6 

Ruthama Crowley (Daughter of Jeremiah and 
Married to : _________ Po~l~l_y_(_c_ary_~>~cr_o_w_l_e_y_) ____ _ 

Huthaaa born 1818 , Ray County, Missouri 
(Died ~ay 22 , 1887 at ___ Buried 

Polk County, Oregon 

conti nued 
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Chil dr en of V1111aa and_ Ma.rt~!L Turnidge ------ ___ (continued) 

Name Place 

2. Joseph Warren Jan~ 12 , !!319 R!-J_ Count Mo. 
1846 TO OREGON BY WAGCJN TR°AlN Hay, 

(Died __ ~Y- 1_8_,_ 1857 nuri(!d Millersburg Ce■etery ) 
abottt four- ■"llee south of 

Odte of Murriaqe _ Jefferao~ , Ore~~n 
1st wfie ~ Ridian Cant {died at birth of child 

Married t o : about a year after u.rriage. Child die~. ) --- - -- -- ---- -- -- . - - - -- ----
2nd wif e - Elizabeth Dagley born July 20, 1822 

Married in 18)7 
Elizabeth was the daughter of Jaaes and Dorcus (Crowley) 
J:la8ley of Clay County, Missouri. 

Eli~abeth, widow of Joeeph, married Abraha■ 

Killer, Jr, They had one eon, Philip Christian 

Hiller born Nove■ber 25, 1862. 

J. Harrison Turnidge 
FROM HOLT COUNTY, MlSSOURI, TO OREGON WITH HIS BROTHER IN 184.6 

(Died Scio, uregon Buried __________ ) 

Oa te of Ma rrt age_..,.l..w84::t.1,.__ ___ --.-,,..--,,~- r----:------
( Rebecca' e parents cw 

Married to: Rebecca Seek( to Missouri fro■ East 
{Tennessee 

(Died _______ Burted. _________ ) 

REBl!':CCA stayed in Missouri, Later aarried Lee Jonea. 

4. Michael Turnldge (son of Willia.a)--no 1nforut1on except 
that members of the family said that he never married 

(Died ________ Buried _________ ) 

5. 

Date of Marriage __________________ _ 

Mlrrfed to: _ __________________ _ 

(Died ____ _ Buried ----------
Eliza Jano ------------
(Dttd _____ _ Buried ---- -
Date of Mlrrflge_--=1:.::::84..:..5L-______ _______ _ 

Samuel Colley Married to: __________________ _ 

(Oted ___ i_a84 __ Buried 

I/. continued 

Samuel' s grave at 
l!raw:J e1 I :eNt t ery 
Rayville ,Ki ssouri 



Children of __ "_1_11_1_a.a_ ~ Mart_ h& __ Turn _ __ idg_ e _ ___ _ ____ _ (continued) 

Nam Pld<.e 

6. Martha ( married and had two children) 

8. 

(Oi ed _ _ _ . 

OJ le o f Md rr 1.1 q e _ _ __ 

Milrri ed to : 

- - -- . ____ _) 

(Died __ _ __ _ . ____ __ Bur fed ____ ) 

Mary Elender born about 18)2 Ray County, Mo. 
Tu IDAHU A.Butrr 18Q8 

(Di~ A/l;e 77l'iay 18, 1910) Buried Shirley Ce11etery ) 
Givens Sprli:igs, Idaho 

Date of Harr f age _________ Q_w_y_he_e_ c_o_un_ t_Y _____ _ 

Married to : _ _ H_enn:_V, Shirley (SEPARATED) 

(Died Buried Old Soldier's Hoae ) 
------- - Leavenworth, Kansas 

Jesse Calvin 

(Died July 18, 1864 

born 1824 Ray County, Mo. 

Crowley Cemetery 
Buried Rayville. Missouri 

0a te of Ma rr1 age_ N_o_v_e_11_be_r_,_ 1_84_ 5 ____________ _ 

Harried to : ~ether O'Dell ( daughter of Edwin & Lettie u• Dell) 
Crowley Ce111etery 

(D1ed March 27 • 1922 Buried Rayville, Missouri ) 

WILLI AM AND 2nd wife Cornelia Weddington had one son Sa•uel P. 
----------------------------------------------------------------

1. Saauel P. born 1846 fla,y County, Mtasour1 

(Died Dece11ber 22 , 1909 
Carthage, Missouri 

Buried ________ __ ) 

Date of Marriage ___________________ _ 

MArrf ed to : _______ NIU\_ c_Y_"~_. _H_un_ t _ _________ _ 

(Died ____ _ Buried _________ _ 

(Died ______ _ Buried ------- ---
Date of Marriage ____________________ _ 

Married to: _ ____ _ _ ____________ _ 

(Died ___ _ Buried _ _ _ ___ ___ _ 

/,2. continued 



I • 

~a,-/ JI. •~ • I • 

Rl:coRDDl ' 

' j 
laecorber of D rebs 

Richmond, Mi~~ouri 

This indenture made and this 2 2d l;1 \· ,JJ 1L'pLr_•1,t1., •• ! , 1 ·1 ., ,_,. • , .. 

Lord one thousand Eight hundred and L:11 t l y l. i. v t lh· 1 \, , ,1 1 , : ·r , r. ; . ! 1 , 

of the one part and William Estes Sr . H 11." )(·1tc.•r ,•,: , 11: . ,·,, , l .. 

County o f Ray and State of Missouri Wi tl1L •;:; v _:1 , ti ,, ·;, i .•; , . . •1·:11, I '. < 

for and in consideration of S~ven· hundi.c.d :mu 1ir:i:.Y ,1 ll<.Jr: ·:,. . ,1-ir. 

the receipt wher eof is hereby acknmv1ec11:l d r, ·1 t l~ / ,1 • n L ·• , . . , ;, ' •1 ; 

sold and by these presents doth grant 1..-,r.!·15t1 :1 !1Cl r,L 1 1 '-··'. • 

William Estes his heirs and assigns ~11 ti, 1t ·:r.-•t.:t.: ,:1:- 11 ·.-~ 1 >' 
eind situate in the County of Ray ;md ~ u~ Le ol tti ss .>u n .11 , ... 1 

designated as 

the West half of the No th W(?St <-}t ,u- cP.i:- 0l . c. :..· >, • :_ 
and the East half of th<:! North enst u,,rlrt (.t ,, • .. • . ,1. 

Seven in Township fifty two (52) cl,· ·! .i. u r\~nu :.1 11 _ • . ! :,~ 

(29) containing one hundred and si.-.t.:y acr<• ;:, L • , t · .... ,. 
more or less 

~gether with all and singular the appurt .. •rwr.c:L $ _11c ... ·., ·: ,J L 1 ~ ·•· t 

_o a ny wise appertaining To Have and t o noh• t,1 :. lrrn .. ~ t r•.',-- . .1 

said William Turnidge for himself his heir.., l, .1,.'1..t1Lv-·~. ri· , .. • : 1.. 1 l, ,1~ 1 

t he aforesaid tracts of land a nd appurt l:!n 'HC.:'; unto .l t. .,., ... . _ . i __ ._ 
Es tes his heirs or assigns against the cl. ii,, o.- c J.:i l.11. , • •. '. 1 :. : 
person or persons whatsoever doth and will i 0 , l''.1.:'r \·,.,r. • . ... , ,,. . ~" 
by these presents. In witness whereof t.1~ ,~ id iJi.l] • ·,.11 'l't.s,· •.<..._•· .. c.! 

Hartha, his wife, who hereby relinquishes ll•\11:-:..c i.r1 : ,,,' :u , .. .1.. • ·- • •·. 

tenements conveyed in this deed hath hcreunrc., ~, c t 1 :1._jr r:1 .. , ~ ;;. 1, · . _._. 

the day & year f irst above writ teu. 

Attest George Woodward 

\•:illJari1 ru·,·1ic., 
h l::. 

!·!~1rtha . 'l..1 r •!~ : ... 

n1 ..1 l 11. 

\ ,J , 

State of Missouri County of Ray ) ss •L~ it ren.e111:,r ~!:ti t 1,:. , . ..:i , , • 
i:wenty second day of September in the yea1· '.)..:: c i.;r T.0rcl 'Jr. (~ , •• . 1 • t:.. ·., .... 
nundred and thirty five before me the urtJl' ... ·"' 1.~~nE..d Clerk Jf. 1.'..• ,~i1._, • 
Court within and f or the County aforcs:1i<l p .. rsonnlly ... ol,, • i 1:: :-• 

, ' 

Turnidge who is personally known to mE: to b e t he pc..r , .,1t /w•. :.~••. . . , 
subscribed to the foregoing instrument o i i ni ti.ng a', l1.:.,v '1l-' c .. {C.1..' U1..l... ~ , -: 

c and he acknowledged the same in my presc'nce to t,c• lt l.S ., c;l ~, 1 : <1 ,, , 

·ur t:he purposes therein mentioned. An<l on the firsl c.1 ·,y .., f u, t.rJL,_,_. 
che year aforesaid personally came Martha Turnidge h :• , \" ·L 1:.:- ••• ,, ,_ ,_ 

;>ersonally known t o me to be the person whof:c na111e i :; St-'-, c:c c :. 11 ' u .:.J ,:'.w 
·oregoing instrument of writing as having executed ti1c :., .. 1111e c'l!li ..... c 1. 1...,1:·lc 1 

/3. 



:,"'tml .;/. ,½' .. !?,.,,.. 
Rn-onom 

i,ccorbcr of Deebs 
Richmond, Missouri 

of th~ ~ni<l c o1wcyan ce an<l she acknowledged on an exP'Dina tion ap., r t 

1 
f 1·0,n h,""r hwm:md that shE:: executed the same and relinquishes lwr dowt:r 
1n .:h'-" :..·cal e:c: tate therein mentioned freely and withou t compulb1 cn 
l'f t·1 dci, infl uence of 111.~r sa id husband. T;iken and ccrtiti~d this l 7tr. 

~ ,1;:_,y oi 1J0c12 .. :b0r, A. D. 1849. 

1 .. ~ .' - -' ,·u 

Calvin W. NarrmnorP, 

:v:::- ~ccord 8th Fcbrunry A.D. 18.'.;0 . 

R. Sevi er, Recorder 

l ' • • I I I • .. ' ' 

•• I I:' ... 

uccd 

"C II 68 in my 11ffi1·c. 

t i I• II J .J :J11 uary , l!J 64 . 

I., , 

Ii. 

J .,r . 

") I . , 



WILLIAM TURNI.IX;E 

A preacher or ainister 1n the PriMit1ve Baptist 
Church 1s called "Elder". 

Elder Willia Turnidge was preaching in Buffalo, 
Misaour1 1n 1816. Buff1lo was not fir frOII the present 
site of HArd1n, Missouri. 

The pr1iries wre covered with gr1ss. Indian bark 
canoes floated on the streus. In the forests ware 
panther, bear, jackll, lynx, wildcat, wolf, fox, elk, 
deer, wild turkeys and Mny other an1•1s 1nd birds. 
The lnd11n1 1n thts section were the Sics 1nd Iowts. 
They wre friendly although they reg1rded the whites 
u intruders. 

All dOMst1c and aechanic1l labor was performed by the 
settlers--every •n was hh own aechlnic. All wearing 
apparel and Mlrly 111 household articles were .. de 
It haae. , 

Our history book te11s· us fhit aen c1rrted their guns 
to church. not to shoot their fellow--n but to defend 
thaselves 1911nst the 1tucks of wild 1nt11als. 

We are told thlt the first school bu11 t by the settler.s 
.as 1n unsightly hut . The logs were unhewn, the roof 
.-s of rough boards, weighted to the rafters with heavy 
poles, the ch1aney WIS •de of sticks and it had a dirt 
floor. In this subscr1pt1on school, the teacher was 
p,id 1n calves, buck-skins ind wild honey. 

!5 
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In 1821, when Elder Turnidge lived in Bluffton, he was 
a tavern keeper---which in those times was a place for 
food and lodging. Many persons were licensed by the 
county court to "keep tavern" at their residences, a 
privilege lasting one year and for which eaLh licensee 
was required to pay a tax of ten dollars. Bluffton 
"Seat of Justi ce" for nearly seven years and in order 
to reach Bluffton persons in remote pa r ts of the county, 
which then extended northward to the Iowa state 1 ine 
and westward to the Indian reservations, were compelled 
to travel many miles either by foot or on horseback. 

Elder Turnidge, an Old School Baptist, was the village 
preacher of Bluffton. He also-conducted religious 
worship at various places in the country. (Bluffton 
near the present site of Camden, Missouri}. 

In 1824 the New Garden Primitive Baptist Church was 
organized by Elder James Williams and Elder William 
Turnage. See: page 324 . 

Ray County History (published in 1881) 

In 1827 New Hope Primitive Baptist Church was organized 
and Elder William Turnage was the first Pastor. 

See: page 325 
Ray County History (published in 1881) 

Elder Turnage was pastor at Old Crooked River Primitive 
Baptist Church at Hallard, Missouri(now called Rayville). 

Elder William Turnage, ONE OF THE PIONEER PREACHERS 
OF THE WEST helped organize inany churches in Northwest 
Missouri. 

A staunch Southerner, Elder William Turnidge, was arrested 
for preaching the gospel in Missouri. It has been said 
that he was among the first to refuse to sign the Missouri 
test oath of 1865. 

11Those who would not take the oath it 
excluded from the right to vote or hold 
any civil office whatever, or act as a 
teacher in any public school, or to 
solemnize marriage as a clergyman, or 
to practice lawn in any of the courts 11 

See: page 65 
History of Ray County(Published 1881) 

He refused to take an oath swearing to have no sympathy 
for the South or no love in his heart for anyone connected 
with the south. When he refused to quit preaching the 



gospel, he was ar res t ed and compelled to put up bond 
or go to jail. He pu t up t he bond . 

El der Turni dge and other members of t he ch11rch were 
l ater re instated after t he test oat h wa s dec l ared 
unconstitutional . 

The fo ll owi ng l and pla t t record is in t he courthouse 
in Ri chmond, Mi ssouri : 

Wm. Turnage 
July 15 , 1822 In Section 8 
January 7, 1832 In Section 7 

About 1832, Elder William Turnidge had a man named DeMott 
build him a house of oak and walnut. There were three 
rooms downstairs with a winding stairway to the two upstairs 
bedrooms . 

In later years this old house was within sight of the home 
of my grandparents (Samuel C. and Lucy Carter Turnage) who 
lived two and a half mil es southeast of Rayville, Missouri, 
Ray County, Missour i . (Rayville was called Hallard when 
Elder Turn1dge was l iving). 

There are many Turnage (Turnidge) Land Deeds in the 
Courthouse at Rictvnond . There is a deed signed by 
William and Martha dated September 22, 1835, Book B 
page 210 and a deed signed by William and Cornelia 
dated December 10, 1849 , Book G page 68. 

They say that Elder Turnidge did not believe in slavery, 
but he d1d take a black man named Morgan into his home, 
when he learned that. Morgan was to be taken to auction. 
Morgan stayed with Elder Turnidge as lon~ as he lived. 
At the Crowley Cemetery is a tombstone with name of 
Morgan and his wife. 

Elder William Turnidge died February 20 , 1875. 
The urvnarked graves of Wi 11 iam and his ·second wife 
Cornelia are in the Crowley Cemetery, locat ed three-four t hs 
of a mile east of Rayville, Missouri . 

The children of William and Martha (Fletcher) Turnidge 
were: John. Joseph Warren, Harrison, Jesse Calvin, Michael, 
Eliza Jane , Martha and Mary £lender. 
William and Cornelia (Weddington) Turnidge had one son, 
Samuel P. born 1846 . 



TURHI~E (Turnage) 

Turna«e - O'Dell 

~larriage Date 

Jesse Turnage waa a Unlon Soldier 1n Civil 
War--~oapany LJ Second Lieutenant 

Nove•be~.!..~845 . __ ...Slat llegh~11! J:;ocgUe<J . tllJiuourl Nllltia 

Husband Jesse Calvin Turnidge 
- - Ray County , Missouri 

1824 Pl ace ( f orn~-:rly _~!~~ard County) 

Oed l ll IJd te July 18, 1864 0 
. ~ Crowley Ceaetery 

ur 1e _ U&y¥1l~, Nl~i.---

--------------
Parent s (Elder) W1111u Turn1dge and wlfe Martha ( Patsy) Turn1 e -----------·---

Other wife of husband. if any 

gather O'Dell '"Turnage{l)ipfiaeclJand · un1f.ed ·wnn""Tne- Crool<eaRlver Pr7:illive 
Baptist .Church, Halla.rd (Rayville) Missouri under the a1n1stry of Blder 
W1111aa Turnage, Shi bicw- a lliioirioon after her u.rrlageln 1845, 

W1f e _ _ J:.:at ... be.-..r~o ... •...,0e~1...,1 _ _____ __ _ 
---wo1i l<now as Golf Link Hill, 

Bir th Date January 21 , 1828 

Dea th Oa te March 27, 1922 

Pla ce ixcelsior Springs, Missouri 
---C foraer Rowird Coun~ 

Buried Crowley Ceaetery 
-irt:yvllle, Missourl 

Parents Edwin and Lett1s (Clevenger) u 'Dell 
--------------------

Other husband of wife, ff 
Suuel Colley b, Sept, 1,181) 

any Esther u.rried Samuel Colley, 
---sip'teabir"1865. Siauel I iather ha.d 

one daughter Howena born Uct. lJ, 1866 d, Uct.17, 1884, Caae to 
Miaaour1 froa West 1rg1n1a, S..auel Colley died 1884 (na .. le on 

------------~T=urn~ age eom,vnt 1n old pa.ct oC 
Crowley Ceaetery, flayv1lle, 1Uaeour1) 

CH I LORE,N: Jesse and Ja:ather had e l~ht children 

1. Sultana 

Date of Birth 

Feb. 27, 184? 

Place 

(Di ed August 18, 1912 Buried ~:; ~~:;;, c:::::~:1(0ld 1eaetery) 

Date of Marriaqe _______ _ 

Married to :____ .lJw.11.el Clevenger _h.2!" December 24 ~ 

(01ed March 2_J.!. l 'J1 5 Buried 1,1i1 Nf" l4 ~.¥d~!!. g!t~tery 
Children of Sultana & Dan1el - Jesse , Aarun , !'i t.man, John, 

Bart, Luthe:r , Lettie, l:!:sther , llt::nr1 ett.a , Cora and Eva 
Jesoe-1!:llzabeth Sisk LelUc-kat.t Cr lt fey 
Aaron - ~lizebeth Hueeklsson l!:E;ther-Judd Bryant 
1'1 t.■1&11-Sarah Lucretia Grizzy Henrlet.t&- WHUe Clevenger 
John-Annie Chr1eten .. n,Ma.rth& Allen Cora-Wll l l e Hills 
Bart-Nancy Jane Sal th Eva died young 
Luther-Lydie Allen 
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Childrl'n o f_ Jeaae and lather Turni~~ ( Turnye) __ (cont 1 nued) 

Name Date of Birth Place 

2. 

(Ch1ldrc11 o f 

F.dwin M. Noveaber 2~ 1848 
(children I Jease c·. ancf John cT - DeKalb County·,--M1aaour1 

(Oied~pteaber 1214 __ Buried _!4y~_vilJ..!' JtJ~~9uri ) 
i dwln & Jennie were Lucy,lsaac and Susie) 
Date of Marriage ____________ __ ____ _ . _ 

. Mary S. Dunaway Mc1rr 1ed to: _______ _ _________ _ 
N.i. Comer of Old Ceaetery 

(Died January l.5, 18'1uried Maysville, "!.esouri ) 

After death of Mary, idwin aarrled Jannie McCau«h fl847-191J) 

3. John Clevenpr May 19, 18,51 Ray CoW\ty I Klaaourl 
• (ChlldrenaSaa,ll,Jeaae • Will) Crowley CeMtery 

(Oted Noveaber 20, 19J? Buried Rayville, Miaaourl) 

Date of Harriage June 25 , _1.:...8__:?4 __________ _ 

Married to: Ealey O'Dall 
Crowley Ce11etery 

(Died June 24, 1916 Buried Rayville, Kleeour1) 

4 . Willia.a March JO, 18,54 Ray County, Missouri 
(Chlldrens Mary,Bille,Grace • J died YOW\&} 

(Dfed March 17,19)8 Buried I:! t t 
Fairport, kleeourl -i'r'flll,....rPpol'lft'II--t:-:,~t,~ta.,slll'on-w-~1--

Da te of Marriage April 27, 18?J 

Married to: Lydla Ann Auatin 

(Died July 14, 19)5 Bur ied Fairport, Missouri 

5. Isaac April 20 1858 Ray County, JUaaouri 
Chlld.ren1 ?--2 llvin« ln 19).5 Pl'Uaa & Myrtle lAM11a,L1111an,Loren & two other 

(O1ed May ,5, lkf5 Buried __________ ) children 
Mexico, eaour1 

Date of '4arr1age October 28, 187.5 

Harried to : ______ An_n_l_e __ i:d--'~=-o_r _____ _ ____ _ 

(Died ____ _ Buried ----------
l c.aac aarrled second tlae to Anna M. Musgrove of Macon Cl ty, Miesouri 
on ,January 1, 1914. 
6 . Cornelia died May JO, 1857 ~• 6 aonths 2 day_s ______ _ 

(Died Buried 
Crowley CeMtery 
fi•YYU Ja auue::r! 

Three Rons of Jesae and iether were .ainistere - John c., Wllliaa and Isaa.c . 

- -- - ---------· 

{Jn'tinued 



Children ot J•••• and ~et her (v '0.11) Turn.at;• (continued) 

?, Virginia died Daoeaber lJ, 1865 ~e 4 yeare ll aontha 11 daya 
bur1e4 at Cr011ley C••tery, Rayville, h1aaouri 

6. Lettie cliecl about 1886 and buried in DeKalb CoWlty, Hiaaouri 
Lettie -.rr1ecl John tlcCray (John died about 1902 and buried 

in 81epl C.Mtery aoutheut of £xcela1or Sprin&a, Miaaouri, 
Chilclrea ot Lettie and John McCray, Winnie,O.ll&,Deaei• 

ViM1• born 1882 died 196?. bw'ied in Wyoainc 
11111111• aarriecl Iuac Mewton Gvlley and they ha.cl 
NWD ohUclnn. 
Dell& born July 6, 1884 clied Noveaber 10, 1949, 
bu.ried in Crowley Ce•tery, Rayville, Mia■ouri. 
Della aarried' Villiaa llMr Gulley and lived north 
ot Bayville, Mteaou.ri. They ha4 aix chil~en. 

Deaale born 1886 aarried To■ Williaas a.nd lived 
- ln Carnett, K&nua. They had one child. , 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
&STHU TlJIUijCS a&rried S&auel Colley and they h&d one girl 
Rowena born lictoti.r lJ, 1866. 

Rowena aarriecl John ShoeMke born Cictober 12,1854 (t'roa 
Marion County, Tenneaaee) John died May 29 , 1922. 

Chilclren of John and Rowena Shoea&kea Six children, 
thrN 11vin& in 1922 

l'thel Shoell&ke •• Carl Hill 
Mattie Shoell&ke •• Ar\hur Chriatensen 

(Children• Evelyn, rr.d.rick and Lawrence) 
Bert. Shoell&ke 11 ved in Hucellne, Miaaouri 

Ro11ena'a NOODd huab&nd vu Jeaae c. L&u.r vho died ••Y 25, l 9J6 
Ro11ena'a third huab&Dd John Joiner 
RoNena died Jvly 8, 1952. buried at Crowley CeMtery, Rayville 



Esther O' Dell Turnidge (wife of Jesse Calvin Turnidge(Turnage) 
of Ray County, Missouri . 

Esther Turnage ' s great grandparents were Isaac O' Dell and wife 
Abigail Mansfiel d . 

Isaac u ' Dell (b. about 1750 , d. 18)4) Revolutionary Soldier 
in Old Dunmore County, Virginia. 

(The O' Dell line has been traced to William O' Dell 
who came to Concord Massachussetts Bay Colony 1639 
from Bedfordshire , England) , 

Grandparents of Esther Turnage were Richard Clevenger and 
wife Sarah Wood. 

(The Clevenger ancestors came from England in the 1600 ' s) 

Sarah Wood was the granddaughter of Revolutionary soldier 
Nehemiah Wood, Nehemiah born about 17J5, died 1816, buried 
near Luray, Virginia. 



Rev. Isaac M. Turnage (son of Esther and Jesse C. Turnage) 
1n 19)4 wrote the following about his pa.rents• 

"Mother and father settled on the fara right after their 
marriage. The place was unimproved, consisting of 160 
acres of timber and later an 80 acre tract of crabapple 
prairie land wa.s added. A log cabin, probably two rooas 
was built which was used for t heir home residence until 
three of four children were born. Then a two-story house, 
a main building and a kitchen room 16 x 16 was built with 
a passage between which was floored and used as a porch 
and suuer dining room. The old "Big House" still stands 
on the old far■• 

Father was killed July 18, 1864 by Bill Anderson's aen--
a gang of aarauder murderers. Mother was heroic and 
caae through thla experience of death and sickness, 
cast down but not destroyed. Sultana, F.dwin, Will and 
Virginia had typhoid fever following the death of our 
father, Virginia died." 

Esther and Jesse Turnage were aa.rried in 1845. So 
the log cabin was built before the land was platted for 
the town of Haller in 1871. 

By late 1880' s H&ller waa Qhanged to Hallard. In 1904 
the early school records were changed fro■ H&llard to 
Rayville, 

After death of Jeaee c. Turnage, Esther married 
Saauel Colley and continued to live in this S&M house 
witil her death in 1922. (Houae vu about a half ■1le 
ea.at of Rayville). 

About 1973 the old house was destroyed, A new houaing 
·developaent in that area ia called •Rolling Hills•. 



Jesse Calvin Turnidge (1824-1864) , a Lieutenant in the 
Union Army, was killed by bushwhackers during the Civil 
War. 

Jesse was home on leave and he and his young son , Edwin, 
were on horseback searching for a steer that had wandered 
away. They had ridden to an area called the "bottom lands" 
about a mile or two east of the Turnage cabin, when they 
came upon a gang of bushwhackers ( about JO of them) . 

Half of these men held them prisoners while the other half 
went to the Turnage home and made his wife cook a meal for 
them. When the first group returned to where the prisoners 
were being held, the second group went to the house for food. 

They let the young boy go, but made Jesse kneel on the 
ground, then grabbed him by his hair and pulled his head 
back and cut his throat from ear to ear. 
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TURN.CE - 0 ' Dl!:LL 

Marr 1 age 0a te __ JWl_ •_ 2_5_, _l_,8_?4 _ _ _ Place - - - - --

Husband John Clavencer Turn~e 

Birth Date Hay 19 , 1851 _ __ Place Ha~l~r<1 ( !!l!.YYllle) Hla■ouo 
Cro~ltiy C•utery 

Death Date~~~~ 20~217 _ Bur;ed tt.ax~!!le !tl.u ... oyr__.1.__ __ 
-u-on&, "~••our 

Parents JeaN Cal v1n and iii ther ( u • Odl) _Turn;...;;;..;,;,!j~e'-------

Other wife of husbind, 1f •ny John urriad Nora Kate St.fr~ at 
Racon, Ni■aourl Septeaber 2 , 191?, 
d&Ufhter of Rev. F. M, S\vk 

Wife ___ &a_l_ey_o_•_o._11 ___________ _ 
now known u Colt Link Hill, 

Pl•ce Ji:Jlcelalor Sprly■, N1■■ourl Birth Date Nowe•ber JA, 1.Sjg 

0.1th O.te June 24, 1916 
Crowley C••ter1 

Buried Rayville I M1■10url 

P•rents __ _.J>i.._.t.900.,__ ... e1i11nad .... N .. ,11a .... olfl~~(W11ii'-Wllilh~teiew.._■M•'1)~'•.;.'MDea.l""ll~--------

Other husblnd of wife, if 1ny ----------------

CHILDREN : flve 

Date of Birth Phce . ~ 

1. Infant· eOD dNd Nay 11, 18?5 -------------
(Died ________ Buried ___________ ) 

O.ta of Mlrri1411 ___________ _______ _ 

Mirried to: ____________________ _ 

(Died __________ Bur 1 ed ___ _ _ _ _ __ 
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Childr~n of John and Ealey Turn~-- __ _ (continued) 

Name !!ate ..9f Birth Place 

2. Salluel Colley June 10, 18?6 
( Ch1Iclren·, Claays, Irvin, Opal) Crowley Ceutery·- -- -

( I) i ed ~ce■ber Jl, 1969 lh,ri ~d Ra;yv 11 le, M1aeour1 _ ) 

O.tte of Md rTidge _____ February 29, l~:18 

Mdrri~d to : Lu~f ~!ce Q~t~r . . . __ ____ _ 
- --- ·- -- l9?J Crowley Ce■etery 

(Died Deceaber_lO, ll'alied ~!!!, Kiaaourl 

J. law Allen Nove■ber 2)1 1878 _ _____ _ 
--(Chlldrint Cicu, R'idlne and klly) 

(Died April 22, 1951 __ Buried _ !earney, Kiaaouri ) 

Date of Marriage Deceaber 27, 1904 Falla Citr, Ntbryk& 

Harried to: Cora ilhabeth Chriat.nHn born March 20 1 1882 
•• ( Cora d&iwhter or Cftrtffnn-nic!i"rlck Chrlit:inain of Denark) 

(Of ed April ), 1971 Buried Kearney, Higcnq:1 ) 
iHt(C.F.ChriatenMn b.Feb.2),1845 Denu.rk.,cl.July )0, 18')1 Ray County, kiaaouri) 

4 . JeaM Ann 
( Da\11tltft Biryl) 

(Died loveaber ), 19?) 

January JO, 1881 
Crowley Ce•tery 

Buried Rayville, tt111oµr1 ) 

Date of Marriige October 1, ~19::...0:..cS=----.--------
Ora d&uahter or Henry 

Mirried to: Ora Belle Hankin■ Hank1na 1 Bt.r!Ult, t,o. 
Crowley 0.Mtery 

(Died March 2), 1975 Buried R!JVUle, H1■19url ) 

5 Willia.a J'Ndrick & uat 24 1886 
w1~11tiffl) Cinara,'lrrot, lolan and Crowley C.Mtery 

( Ila.rob l, l9J) Buried Ra Ult,"1HQur1 

D• te of Ml rr 11ge. ___ ..:;;A.LF~1:;..::1~28.;;.J,L.-;;l.L.90~2'--T....---.---:-- -;-----:-:-- -::-
• •- . Lissie Cox d&u«hter ot 

Mlrried to : (Lissie) ilhabeth Cox George Cox 1 ft&J'Villt, ,tlo. 

(Died 
Crowley CeMtery 

July 25, 19?J Buried Rayville, M1taour1 ) 
Libiriy,Nlaaouri 

6. ___________ _ 

(Ofed. ______ _ Buried, _______ _ _ ) 

0a te of Mlrrhge. __________ _ _____ _ _ _ 

Married to : ________________ _____ _ 

(Died _____ _ Buried _________ ___ _ --;(_~ 

continued 



Emley O'Dell Turnage (wife of Rev. John C. Turnage of 
Ray County, Missouri). 

Emley Turnage was the niece of Esther O' Dell Turnage. (Esther was 
daughter Edwin O' Dell and wife Lettis Clevenger. 
Emley Turnage was granddaughter of Edwin & Lettis O' Dell) 

A CHART IS ON FOLLOWING PAGE 

Emley O' Dell Turnage ' s great grandparents were Elias 
Clevenger (brother of Richard Clevenger) and wife Nancy 
Wood (Nancy was sister of Richard ' s wife Sarah Wood) . 
Elias Clevenger of Tennessee was a Soldier in the War of 1812 . 
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h:sther Turn1dge uni. ted with the Crooked ll tver 
l'r1mitlve liaptist Church, NayvHle, t"1 ssour1, 
under t he ■1n 1 stry of ~lder William Turn\dge. 
{Thi s "pioneer a1n1ster of the West" w~o htff 

father- 1.n-law) . !!:ether was born 111 l og cabi n 
~u1l t by her father ~dwln u ' IJell. 
~ether 's son John Clevenger Turn~"' wat. ordained 
Deceaber 22 , 1884, Crooked River Pr1a1t1ve Baptist 
Church. At soMtlae before 18')6, he becue a 
Nlaaionary 8&pt1at Miniater • 

••••••••• 
Ha.rria«e• aoleanized by Reverend J. C. Tw:nage 
fro■ February, 1886 through Deceaber , l 9J'• have 
been placed 1n the Niaaouri Valley Hooa , Kansas 
City, Miaaouri Public Library. This record also 
h&a been placed in the State Histor i cal Society 
ot Miaaouri,Coluabia, Miaaouri. and Hichaond, 

N1aaour1 Li~••• .. ••••••• 
Rev. J.C. TurDA4Je aerved aa paator t o several 
churchea in eight different uaociations. He 
vu reaponaible for the erection of two churches. 
He waa paat.or ot Knoxville Church 1.n 1888. Built 
a nev church hoUM tor the■ &nd changed the nau 
to Norrie Hill vhloh at that tiM bttlonged t o 
North Liberty Aaaoci&tion. In 16<)6 organized 
a church at Bayville, Ray County, Hieeouri, and 
helped vith the actual bulldin, of the church 
houae. (The loea uaed tor the foundation a.re 
■till in the ohurcb buildinc now the Christ ian 
Unioo Cburoh). 

Rev. J. c. aerved u paator in flay County, Morrt.e 
H1ll, Nortoa, Hard1a. Nt.Pleaaant, Hall&rd, Rook 
Jalla. • 
Carroll QoyptJ, Lov Gap 
L1v1rt•ton Ooupty1 Ludlow, Olive Branch ti~ lo~:. Hopewell, fairport 

••l \x, Hopewell 
Macog QoMQtJ, Nt. Sale■ , Woodville 
8&nd98r. Coynty. Renick, Clitton Kill, ~non, 

ark, Silver Onek 
Boog CoMQb, Locuat Grove Peraeverance , Harr 1aburg 
lloPK4 CoyptJ, Sharon. 



TURNAGE SCHOOL 

Reverend John Clevenger Turnage gave the land 
for the school located two and one-half miles 
southeast of Hallard. 

Turnage School - Township 52 , Range 28. In 1885 
was Di strict #71 1900 District #59 : and 1908 
District #55. 

School Directors: W. R; Humbird 1884-1887 

J, C. Turnage 1885-1888 

W. D. Alder 1886-1889 

W, R. Revercomb 1887-1890 

Henry Enlow 1888-1891 

Students were attending classes at the Turnage 
School in the 1940 ' s . The school has been 
closed many years and there ls no longer a 
building to mark t he spot , but the place is 
remembered by members of the family and by 
those who ,attended classes in the building. 

( The school was built about a block 
east of the J . C. Turnage homeplace, 
owned in later years by his son 
Samuel C, Turnage ) 



My great-grandfather John Clevenger Turnage died Nov. 20,19J? 

Copied from John C. Turnage Bible 

Infantson born dead May the 11th, 1875 
Em ley Turnage died June 24 , 1916 
William f. Turnage died March l, 19JJ 
J.C. Turnage died Nov. 20, 1937 
Grandmother Colley died March 1922 
Esther Colley J.C, mother 
John c. Turnage was born Hay the 19th, 1851 
Emley Turnage waa born Nov. the 18th, 1859 
~amu~l Colley Turnage was born June the 10 th, 1876 
Isaac Allen Turnage was born Nov. the 2Jrd, 1U78 

(boy)Jeese Ann Turna,ae was born Jan. the JOth, 1881 
Wllliaa Fredrick Turnage wae born Aug. the 24th, 18~6 
1£mley H. Christensen was born Oct, 21st, 1879 
Cora Christensen was born Mar, 20th, 1882 
J.C. Tu:rnaae and Ealey O' Dell was u.rried June the 
25th, 18?4 
S,C, Turnage u.rried Feb, 20, 1898 
I, A, Turnage married Dec, 'Z/ , 1904 
,Jeaa A. Turnage 
W. F, Turnage u.rried April 28, 190? 
J.C. Turnai!• and Hora K. Starks aarrled Sept.26, l~/ 

y 
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My hometown of Rayville, Missouri, is the area 
where my Turnage ancestors settled. 

Through the years, people far and near have 
shared with me their family records, fond 
memories and old-time picture postcards of 
Rayville. 

I was delighted when Mrs . Clara Chenault of the 
Richmond News told me of her desire to publish 
a history of Ray County, Missouri (the first 
since 1881) . 

She asked if I would write a history of Rayville. 
The story of Rayville was published in the 520 
page Ray County Missouri History Book in 1973, 

This describes the area where our Turnage 
ancestors lived. (Many of their descendants 
still live in this area) . 

.SJ, 
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1973 
The Rictlnond News 
Rictlnond, Missouri (Ray County) 

1881 Ray 
History to 
Be Updated 

By Clara Cllenault 
The Ray County Historical 

Society has accepted as I pro 
ject the updating of Ray county 
history to 1upplemeat the 1881 
edition. 

Enr 1loce the rtrst history 
wu publlahed ln a large vol 
ume, there have been ma_ny re
quest, and sunestions for an 
update. The challmge Is to 
equal the eicelleot work or the 
1881 blatory yet at the same 
time that book will furnish 
1wdellnes. 

Presenatton of Ray rounty 
history Is the primary reason 
the Historical Society Is under 
tutnr the project. The second
ary purpose ls to make a profit 
wblch wlll also help preserve 
history since thls moaey will be 
uaed to 1upport the Ray county 
maaeum now lo the formative ....... 

Durhc the past 9Z years 
mucb bu happened lo Ray coun
ty. ne coal mtnJnr Industry 
reacltecl a aee.lth and 1radually 
faded Into oblMoo; automobile 
q eacln baH replaced the liv
ery stablet; ltreets bave been 
pued aM &JI weatber roads 
built. TIie lll110urt river bu 
cbanred course leuinc Carn
de hip and dry; tornados have 
continued to Ond their way 
tbrourb " cyclone alley" ; the 
potato became kJric lo 11rlcul
ture and then abdicated. 

Railroads had sidings, stock 
pens, and bustling stations ror 
travelers, and now the rtepots 
are flghttnc for existence; lhe 
James Boys and Bob Forrt r ame 
and weal adding a colorful note 
to our history; the great de
pression wrought Its havoc bul 
at the same lime the WPA 
In Ray county set work safety 
records throughout the state. 

Consolidated school lllstricts 
have replaced the llltle red 
school house; towns lhat were, 
are no more. 

One of the Important sections 
will be bloeraphlesotthepeople 
who hne contributed so much lo 
the Chl.JISe and growth 

n Is boped that this 1973 his
tory of Ray county will be a 
classic or Its type and that all 
who are Interested In the history 
of tbe present which ls forging 
lbe Mure will contribute to II. 
There wtll lie no advertlse-
meata, Ollly hlstor !_.___ _ 

Mrs. Clara Chenault (776-
5454) will be glad to talk to any 
1roup interested In particulars 
about this project. 

One pa1e will be SI 00 and I wo 
boou; one-half page will be $60 
and one book ; one fourth page 
will be $35. There will also be 
a memoriam section. Mention 
In Ibis space will be al the rate 
of $1.50 per line 



:-.•e w•e hJ iruiirl{J it up lonfrf' lo go tu the t11"7 ?° nher tJ11'.s 

1/o,,;ciG!' . l·/e are r•iJ t vr.,,i,~t r ir. tar, :1 not u:·., '- - the o tlteT"' 
i.>ill l,e i•eturneJ al lin,· of diDtr?°! ulfo11 o_r I ooh; . 

We hope to ltaue a gala affair arowi.l t he rin1i o_r l!a!' 
a t lite !fuseum to giuc tlicm ou t-- ,,oi. 1,.1i iz. heru• rior e 
on t/1at la.ter f.,.;,, the 11ieto1•ir.0Z soc·iety . I hore 
to fU! t a quarterl:1 bulletin atarlerl .fro,ri l lie 1::oc-1'e t y. 

k'e are ending ur 1Jith neai'l!' 530 pa(TelJ--don 't tlie ezact 
number yet--dort ' t knOtJ how 111any fori i nde:r--1,,ilZ. have 
011er 20() famUies whioh is 1,1oru.ki•fi~ l don ' l ]'OU t11ink/ 

You ceritainZ.y deser'Ve c r edit t1tou~1h for hcer-i1?(1 me 
goir,g--it i.>as the fii•ot ones who encouro(led m1· P1iert 

it l ooked as if t l1iF tl,i11fJ 1,1as11 ' l ao1°11(J t o (?at cl• on-
!Jut i t ha.J; done ris J r prop11eciBed--i•hen it c.!i d--
i l /:as snowlm.HeJ. Coul.J cell cninther :iO T1Gf'C?8 if 
I 1,1oulcl r~·set Jeadline--uut T 'm t oo tired to go 
ano ther 30 dayo . Thia 1zas been a pruelin(T th1'nff a11c 

I wouZ.dn ' t do it again for a111Jone or anytf1i11e-but 
do think it 1Jorth wlti 1,e f or ue do n<"eJ a museW1'. 

lluain t 11anks for eve:rtJ t 11i'1{1 .11ou 1uwe rione lo coc•pcrnte . 
l'ou have been 1,,0,i,..J.erful, . 

Pinoere Z.y, 

rl<71'a 

Nra. Clara Chenault, know1nc of ■y 1ntenat 
1n hlat.ay, au.eel• to write• Rayville 
hiator7 t.o be publiahed in the Ray County 
HUt.or'7 Melt. 

Siace I._. a ool leotion ot Rayville picture■ , 
u. WM deaidecl to 1aolud.• theee aleo . 

...55, 
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Greetings 
Tld.s is tbe ftrst edlUoo '1 tbe Ra, Comly H1storical So

ciety Quarterly. 
Tbe Dame ''RAY COUNTY IDRRCI?" was cboaen for two 

reutDs -- 1. We bape to reflect and bring to 11gbC hidden 
or fcqotten facets <t Ray comty history. 2. With this 
1D mind. we used tbe name '1 tbe paper ftrst published in 
1853. 

Tbe purpose <t this pm,Jlcattoo 1'1ll be: 
1. To keep members informed as to tbe progress be1Dg 

made 1n develap,big tbe Ray county museum -- the specla1 
displays, cootrlbmions, etc. 

z. To give in detail news cl the society's activities. 
3. To aid tbose interested in geneology research. 
4. To presene Ray county history tllrougb feature 

stories Wbicb we bq,e 1'1ll be contributed by our ruders. 
We urge our members to cootribute articles '1 historic 

interest to make this pablicati011 a success and nggesUoos 
will be most welcome trom our readers as to what should 
be inclooed. 

THE RICHMOND MIRROR 

Vol. 1 No. 1 Februa.ry 18, 1853 

A Weekly published at the Southwest Comer d tbe Public 
Square Upstairs, 
$2.00 per year 
$2.50 if not paid within 6 mooths. 

A Free paper devoted to Foreign and Domestic News, 
Literature, Sclence, Agriculture, and Commercial Matters. 

Tbos. A. H. Smith, Publisher 

Editor's note: Microfilm copies o! this paper and all first 
Ray county oewspapers are oo rue in the Ray County Museum. 

'RICHMOND, MO. 64085 APRIL 8, 19'74 

- . 
HEADQUARTERS OF: . 
THE RAY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM, RICHMOND, MO . 

This Old House 

5tntuc C:hnnn~ in tl..A '7n ~ 
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History 1973 

Distributed 
Ray COUDt y tunaed bl.ct tbe 

cloct Sunday aAenaooo, May 
5 tor anoldfaaiooedCounty 
reunion and tut:et dinner 
preliminary to the 19'73 Ray 
County History distribuUoo. 

The weather was perfect; 
not a cloud was •isible to 
any but the Boot Com
mittee • · Tbe boots bado't 
arrived from the publishers! 
It was with sirh or relief 
that they greeted the troct 
which arrived at 11:00 a.m. 
that morn.log. 

Throughout tbeday, an ov
erflow crowed of more tbao 
700 persons lllfiled beneath 
the trees on the grounds 
of the Recreation Center 
and Museum, formerly the 
County Home. (The Museum 
occupies the Znd fioor ortbe 
building). 

Before tbe basket dinner 
could be spread011lbetables 
OOYered wttb gay red and 
white checked cloths, addi
tional tables bad to be 
hmn.t,t nnf 

i>lmding members of the 
Society, said a few words 
io memory of the late Kiss 
Louise Darneal who bad dooe 
.:i much for tbe Historical 
Society onr the years. 

Mrs. Cw-a Chenault and 
Mrs. Ardus Driskill, co
editors of the new history 
made special presentations 
of the boot. They were to: 

J.A. Lester who started 
the ball rolling by pa~ 
for tbe first family history 
even before lt was defioile
ly decided to try to put the 
boot together. 

Connie Nickell who or
dered the first book inde
pendent of family histories. 

Hiss Ethel Kirkpatrick 
whose "boys" throughout the 
co1mtry oontributedtoapage 
to booor her. This idea was 
developed by Charlie Brown 
and be was called upon to 
give her this special book. 

Mrs. Howa_rd Shirkey wbo 
was honored by community 
n.,....nf••tinn• whf,-.h h•rl 

RICJfVOND, MO. 64085 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 1974 

BOOKS-BOOKS: As soon as the program ended at the Ray Cotmty relmioo, the mad scramble for 
the new 1973 Ray County History books ftS on, as erldenced in photo above, On the right stand-
1.og in the truck is Junior Chenault who bas j ust stopped to rest and look oo after be and S. D, 
Drislcill 11olsbed pas~ the heavy bozes out of the truck to helpers on the ground. Mrs. Clara 
Chenault, right foreground, is pleased over the eothusam. (l>boto by Marjorie Oyler) 



I. 

RAYVILI.E 

In 1B71 , James Crowley gave land l ocated seven and one-half 
miles northwest of Richmond to be used for a iown. 

Thornao llankl ns, affec t1ona tely cal led " Uncle Tom" 1 s referred 
to a s '' the founder of Rayv l lle" , He platted the town 1 n 
1A71: built the first house and the first store, was president 
of the Dank of nayville which he and his nephew ~mmett C. 
Hankins purchased in 1904, and in 1911, he bought out his 
nephew. 

The town was named Haller in the beginnine but was later 
changed to Hallard when it was discovered that there was 
another Haller in Missouri . About 1904 it became Rayville, 
though the post office has had that name from t he beglnning 
according to the 1881 historybook. There is a local s tory 
that men from Hallard, pulling a flat car behind a railroad 
hand car "swiped" the post office from Foote Station about 
one and one-half miles west of Hallard and positioned it in 
thel.r town. 

Ballard was surrounded on four sides by rich farm land, By 
train and by wagon people came to build new homes. In 
September, 1880 land was purchased, and a one-room school was 
built for District #2, This land was on southeast corner of 
SW 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 5, Township 52 and 5) Range 28 , 

In December, 1894, this school and land were sold. A new 
school was built on Third Street, This was a two-story frame 
building with one classroom upstairs and one downstairs , This 
was District #55. The salary of the principal in 1898 was 
$45 per month, and the primary teacher received $25, The 
" Fall Term" was five months beginning August JO. The "Spring 
Term" waa three 11oaths begiMing the first Monday in April. 
The nuaber of resident taxpayers in 1898 was 124 families, 
There were 192 children at;e 6 through 19 (98 male and 94 female ) 

The third school building consisted of four rooms and was built 
of brick in 1916. The two-story fraae building was moved to 
the west end of Second Street and was the home of the depot 
agent for several years . 

A producebusiness was started about 1890. Huckster wagons 
toured the countryside buying eggs and poultry to be shipped 
to large cities. Because of the abundant supply of trees in 
the area, a lU11ber coapany was f ormed about this time, 

In 1899 there were nine business places , a church a nd a school. 
The business Hn were &11bitious, imaginative and enterprising . 
A bank was organized in 1900, 

The town continued to grow and the newspaper ''The Rayville 
li:nterprise" published Thursday, February 8 , 1906 reads as 

continued 

.SY 



fol1ows: "Hayvllle has the i;e and more . A good town wlth a 
bright future" 

Rayville has1 

A produce buyer that always pays top prices 
Two grocery s t ores 
A well-conducted public school 
A hotel that people delight to patronize 
An insurance agent who handles the best companies 
The largest poultry and egg trade of any t own in the s tate 
The best telephone service and the most accommodating 

operators in Ray County 
Two barber shops that are better than can be found in 

many towns twice its size 
A lunber yard that sells lumber and building material 

for miles 1n every direction of town 
The most. accommodating agent the Santa Fe has in its employ 
Several carpenters andall of them are first class workmen 
Two drug stores that handle a full line of drugs and 

accessories 
Two physicians who have the largest practice in Ray County 
Two restaurants that willmake you hungry to even walk by 
A meat market that carries a full line of all kinds of meat 
A newspaper published every Thursday evening, and this is it. 
A bank that ls one of the leading financial institutions 

of the county 
A s tock buyer that buys 'em so high that he gets stock 

for miles around 
A real estate man that will sell your farm just as sure as 

you list it withhim 
Two blacksmith shops that have a reputation amung the 

farmers that gets them the business 
Three as good dry goods stores as can be found in any town 

of like size in North Missouri, These stores also carry 
a full line of groceries 

Three churches and they are filled each Sunday with as 
intelligent a class of people as can be found in all 
Imperial Missouri 

A livery stable that furnished the traveling Publlcwith 
first class turnouts. 

A hardware store and implement house that does as much 
business as any house in the county and has hundreds 
of satisfied customers all over the country. 

Since the merchants have put ingas lights we can walk along 
our streets a.nd not fall into any excavations. Great is 
Rayville and her people. 

Many acts of violence were couitted during theC1vil War, 
I n July, 1864. Lieutenant Turnage ( Jesse c. ) was killed by 
bushwhackers while home on leave. He and hie young son , 
Edwin, rode their horses to the bottom land {about a mile or 
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Rayville (co11L1nued) 

two east of the Turnage cabin) searching for a steer that 
had wandered away. They ca.me upon a gang of bushwhackers 
( about JO of them) . 

Half of these men held them prisoner while the other half 
wen t t o the 'l'urnage home and made his wife cook a meal for 
them. When the first group returned to where the prisoners 
w re being held, the second group went to the huuse for food . 

They let the young boy go , but made Jesse kneel on the 
ground, then grabbed him by his hair and pulled h:1s head 
back and cut his throat from ear to ear. 

Later , the infanous buchwhacker leader was killed at Uld 
Albany, a mile north of Urr ick, in southwest Ray County. 
It was stated in the newspaper in 194) that two men in 
Rayville had the 1846 saddle and a personal flag that had 
belonged to the bushwhacker. 

Jesse and Esther (u 'Dell ) Turnage were aarried in 1845. 
Their log cabin was about a half mile east of where Rayville 
later would be located . Children in the area attended the 
old Rocky Fork School located on the south side of Rocky 
Fork Creek two miles north of the town now called Hayville. 

It was in this old Rocky Fork School that settlers met(a.fter 
the Civil War ) with a Christian Union Minister to organize 
a church group. 

On ~eptember 18, 1920 a contract was let for a new bank 
building. 

Virgil Transue returned from World War I with the determination 
to beco11e a mechanic. He learned his trade by studying "Dyke's 
AutomobileEncyclopedia" (published in 191)) and by practicing 
under the shade of a tree. Thus, he was known as the Shade 
Tree Mechanic. However, in bad weather he got some protection 
by working inside a drafty barn. Later as he proved his 
ability, he was able to save enough money to build a garage and 
eventually to add modern equipment. 

A charter for the Rayville Coal Mine, located less than one 
mile east of town, wa.s issued June 1 , 1921. The f irst coal 
was hoisted on November 1. Perry Rice, W.L.S. J ohnson and 
Preston Denton operated the mine with Ed Johnson a s the 
engineer , 

220 feet deep and produced over J0,000 tons of 
However , the shaft mines began to decrease in 
thestrip aines produced more quickly and more 
During World War II many of the miners left 

The m.l ne was 
coal. yearly. 
importance aa 
econo111lcally. 
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Hayv llle for ~etter paying jobs in the c ltles: the rail road 
began us ing more oil and less coal, hence the cont ract wlth' 
the railroad was l ost. Trucks coming from Iowa loaded with 
grain were returning with loads of coal, but eventua lly 
producti on decreal:ied to seven and eight tons, and the Rayville 
Coal Mine was closed in 1942. 

Helle;ion was very lmportant to these early pj onoers and by 
1 122 Rayville hatl four churches, l'rimitive Baptis t, 
Me thodis t, Christian Union, Missionary Baptist and Nazarene. 
(The Christian Union and Missionary Baptist shared the same 
building) , Originally the Crooked River Primitive Baptist 
Church building was located three - fourths of mile s outheas t 
of Hallard , The church was built before 1846. I n 1892 the 
building was moved to the second lot north of intersection 
of Clark and Front StreeL.J . The church faced east on Front 
Street. ( Nazarene Church dedicated July 2 , 1922) 

The graves of many of the early settlers may be f ound at both 
the Sanderson and Crowley Cemeteries. The old part of the 
(cemetery now called Crowley) was originally called the Old 
Crooked River Primitive Baptist Cenetery, 

Later N. J . Parker sold three acres of land to the eas t and 
joining the old cemetery , The trustees were H. O. Crowley, 
Prank Clark and J, M. Frances. John C. Turnage and Willis 
Tomlinson surveyed the lots and made a plat which is on 
record in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of Ray County. 

Many yea.rs ago there was a beautiful rock formation and 
cave about a ~ile east of Rayville. Beneath the overhanging 
layers of rock was a cave from which flowed crystal clear 
water. This was called .,CaveSprlng", The beautiful columbine 
and other wild flowers grew abundantly ma.king a f avorite place 
for picnics. 

December, 1921, electricity came from Excelsior Springs to 
be turned on! 

A switch track was built by the Santa Fe Railroad to facilitate 
shipments. Seed Calle in carload lots and these were in turn 
fllled with eggs and live poultry to be shipped to Chicago and 
New York. Stock pens were erected near the track to handle 
livestock which were driven into town on the hoof to be shipped 
t o market . 

Some businesses serving Rayville through the years were: 
'I'om Hankins' Grocery, s.c. Carter Hardware and Lumber, Pred 
We ber's Blacksmith Shops Dave Pointer ' s General ntore , Alder 
House, Dosson and Kate Alder, Proprietors; John Broadhurs t, 
Barber and Undertaker; Landon Carter' s Grocery. In 1902 , the 
post office occupied what had been Albert Hale ' s Barber Shop. 



,J 1 m l•'rancis served as the postmas ter then. The post. of flee 
occu11led several differenl buildings through the years, 

l!es ldents long r e111embered the dreadful hail storm. On 
Monday, Oc t ober 5, 19)1, at J a45 p.111., the sky became very 
black. There were rain, hail, and a loud roar. Hailstones 
(some as large as baseballs) destroyed house roofs and 
battered the weatherboarding into splinters. Cars appeared 
to have beentargets for aachine gun practice. Leaves and 
fruit were blown from all the trees. Within fifteen minutes 
the damage was done, but the aemory remained long with those 
who were witnesses. 

The years of 'J2 and 'JJ were ones of tragedy. A series of 
blows were dealt t o Rayville beginning with the fire of 
September 25 , 19)2 , A carnival had come to town, and all 
the residents were enjoying the big event until the fire 
destroyed the poultry house, hardware store, lu111bery&rd, 
and a restaurant. The buildings were never repl aced, On 
April 26, 19JJ , the Rayville Hotel burned. The Bank of 
Rayville failed that same year and had to close along with 
many businesses. 

By 1935 Rayville had only a three-year high school. The 
Stromberg-Carlson Magneto wall telephones were replaced by 
dial telephones in 1962. Many regretted that there was no 
need now for the switchboard operator. The first switch
board had been in the ho• of Henry Hankins and the las t in 
the hoae of Fred and Tavi Tomlinson McAdam. In 1966 the 
school closed, a.nd in 1968 the brick building was torn down. 
The Old Crooked River Pri■itive Baptist Church building and 
the land were sold in March, 1972, because the older me■bers 
had died, and the younger ones had ■oved away. 

Today Rayville consists of the post office, one store, and 
four churches, thoughthe population has increased as new 
ho■es have been built and new fa■iliea have ■oved into the 
community fro■ the urban areas. Many of these people are 
locating on the land develop11ent known aa "Rolling Hille". 

"Rolling Hille" la the area where the Turnage l og cabin once 
s t ood. (Jesse and Esther Turnage were my great -great grandparents. 

b 2..., 



Rayville was known as one of the biggest poultry and 
egg producing center in Missouri. Almost every day 
in the year from one car to a train load of livestock , 
grain, poul try, eggs and wood was shipped to Chicago, 
New York and other cities. 

In 1908 mineral water was discovered on the farm of 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Mullin in a community approximately 
three miles north of Rayville known as Frog Eye( name 
later changed to Mineral City) . 

Barrels of mineralwater were shipped to various parts 
of the country from Mineral City ( some as far as 
Tennessee) , The barrels were brought by mules and 
wagon to the railroad at Rayville. They traveled 
over dirt and rocky roads and crosseg small streams. 
The temperature could range from 100 to Zero--with 
heavy rainfall in the summer and deep snow drifts in 
the winter , 

It has been said that people came by train to Rayville 
from St , Louis and other places and f rom Rayville they 
traveled by horse drawn "hack" to Mineral City, 
( Mineral City disappeared from the scene about 1914) . 

A few years prior to 1908---GOLD was discovered in 
lhe rocky bluffs over looking Rocky Fork Creek about 
two miles north of Rayville on the McElwee farm. 
The apparent gold-laden specimen proved to be of 
quality l ower than the minimum standards t o justify 
development of t he project, 

I n 1909 the automobile appeared on the streets of 
Rayville, 



WIIAT JIAJ)~Nl!:D TO SATURDAY NITE? 

ln Lhe late 1920 ' s and early JO's - Saturday night 
( weather permitting) was the time for young and old 
t o dress 1n their best clothes and go to town. 

1 f the town was the "county seat•• the courthouse would 
be ln the center of town surrounded on four s ides by 
stores. The people in their touring cars parked s ide 
by side filled the square. Many people had a favorite 
parking place, 

But, finding a parking place of your choice was not 
easy if you lived out of town. It was said that many 
of the town people would drive to the "aqua.re" early 
in the morning to secure what they gradually caae to 
consider their personal, private parking spot---then 
they would park their car, walk ho■e, and in the 
evening return to the square. 

The sidewalks were crowded as people went from store 
to store, With money so scarce, one spent hours 
"shopping for the best buy". 

After the shopping was completed---the favorite pastiae 
was to alt in the cars and "watch the people go by''. 
Some would stroll froa car to car to sit a while and 
visit or to gossip. It was not unusual for this to go 
on till •idnight, except, for an unexpected change in 
the weather. 

Then, there wu a rush to crank the car (by hand) and 
to hurry hoM. If there was thunder and lightening, 
theyaoved. even futer. There were no windshield wipers 
and poor visibility would slow the■ down. If the side
curt&ina were not buttoned on, you got mighty wet as 
the rain blew 1n. (There being no storage apace in the 
car, often the eldeourtains were left at hoae) . There 
were no "all weather" road.a, and soon those dirt roacils 
bec&11e MUD and wen iapaaaable. 

uf course, the arrival of cold, blustery winds ended the 
"fair-weather i-,ati•. The cars did not have heaters 
and tripe to town were few. The people would "lay in 
supplies" to last for weeks, 

Times changed with new and improved cars and all-weather 
r oads of gravel, oil and concrete. 

Saturday night, ae a way of life, gradually faded from 
the scene: 

~..,,,,,., Q 
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OUR ANCESTORS LIFE ON THE FARM 

(jur Turna.r;e (Turnldge) ancestor~ t n Ray County, Missouri lived on farms . 
As we used t o say, their homes were w1 th1 n .. hollering dis tance" of each 
other, 

El der \J1111am Turnage (1 792-1875) was our firs t ances t or t o l ive in 
Howard Count y ( later called Ray Count y ) . lli s f ather , Michlal, lived in 
Lillard County ( later cai-led Lafayette Count y) , Record:.; i n t he Court
house at Lexington, Mis souri , indi cate t hat Michial died about 18J2, 

A grandson of Elder William Turn~e has wri t t en that t he only work his 
grandfath~r did was preach and bapti ze, This was durin~ t he t i ~e when 
a devoted s lave who had been set free continued to stay with ,nder William, 
(The graves of the black man, Morgan Turnar,e a ncl his wife Melvina, are 
in the Cr owle y Cemetery s outheast of Hayv1lle, Missouri, wi th t he graves 
of several generations of t he Tur nage family, 

The home of my grandfather Samuel C, Turnage had been the homeplace of hie 
father Reverend John Cl eveneer Turnage, The house was within s i ght of t he 
old home place of l!:lder William Turna«e , 

All the Turnage men and their fa1111lies in this area. lived on farms . Many 
of the me n were ministers and they , too, had to cultivate t he land, plant 
the seed , harvest the crops and r aise livestock and poultry in order to 
s uppor t themselves and the ir famil i es . 

As in ot her communities during the Civil War days, there was dissention 
among member s of the churches, Many acts of violence were committed 
during t he war. 

Jesse Calvi n Turn88e (Je sse was the father of Rev. John C. Turn88e and 
the son of Elder William Turnage ) was a Lieutenant in the Union Army. 
While home on leave to harves t his crops, he was killed by bushwhackers. 

In t he log cabin nearby was his wife and children (the oldest being about 
thirteen years of age). Lieutenant Turn88e was killed in July ao 
Chri s tmas , I'm sure, was a very lonely time but they had FAITH. 

The children thought there would be no turkey for Christos d1Mer but 
their mother sal~, "Yes, we will have turkey." That night she bull t a 
pen of rni ls an~ trapped two wild turkeys, She gave one turkey to a 
ne i ghbor a nd kept one turkey for her family, I have the meat platter 
on which the t urkey was Rerven tha t Chr istmas Day in 1864. 

W1th t he help of my Aunt Opal Turna,ee Br own, I shall attempt to describe 
some of t he daily chor es and special events i n the life of our Turnage 
ances t or :.; , 

On the weekdays , a f armer and his family wor ked from "s unup" till "s undown" . 
EVPry r. h I ld had chores to do . 

There was no electri city in the house, but at ni ~ht they could read t he 
Rlbl e hy the light of a kerosene lamp, 

0 11 Sunday the Turnage me n would not work in the field, The wo•n would 
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cook the meals but do no household chore::; , They would travel by horse 
drawn wnom over a rocky dlrt rono for 1.1any miles t o rf"!ac- h their church. 
( If t hey could afford a carri age , they went by hor se and c:Lrriasc) , 

~vc n thou~h 1 t was Sunday the 11 ve stuck must be tended , The cows had to 
be milked morning and evening ( at leas t 12 cown , pcrhap::; mnre), v-a tn and 
hay muRt be put out for t he horses a nd cow~ twice a day and corn rnu::;t be 
carried Lo the piGS• Water wa :; pumpnd ( hy hand ) two or rnor " tll'lcs a day 
f or all the lives t ock (just one cow could drinr ;,Cveral rallonn of water 
at a t111 e) , Or perhaps there was only a well with a bucL.Pt. attached 
t o the Pnd of a rope and water must be dra"m by hand . Tht)re were chickens 
to f ee<.i and water and ep;c~s to r ather. Many al :·o raised due- l's , turkey , 
ceese an<i ~uinea . If you had s heep and the eHe could not talre care of 
all the lambs, you had to feed the lamb::; from a bottle . This, too , 
r equired a r,reat deal of time and patience , 

un week days the household chores wer e many -- cookinc , cl eanin~ , mendine , 
was hine; , baking , etc , The bread and picz were s tored in a "pie safe", 
It resembled a wooden cabinet e ight f eet tall and three foet wide with 
double doors above and double doors bel o11. The sides of the pi e aafe were 
perforated and the hot pasty coul d be pl aced on the shelven to cool. 

The soap for washing dishes and clothin~ and for bathine was made by t he 
housewife . To maY.e cold soap she would mix cold water and lye and then 
add ~rease (meat grease from cool;ed pork) , She would stir this mixture 
unti l i t was thick then l e t set in pan until it could be cut into chunks , 
The chunks would have to dry out, If she wanted to cook the soap---she 
made lt outside in a big iron kettle over a fire, She could use scraps 
of fat from meat and cook 1t until the lye would "eat up" the scraps . 

The famil i es were large and wash day was a full days work. The housewife 
would have to heat water then use a washboard to scrub the clothes by 
hand , then the clothes were boiled and rinsed and hung on the line outside 
to dry . If the weather was cold, the sheets, towels and clothes would 
free7 c . Later the frozen washing was brouBht into the house to dry, 

In the winter time an iron kettle about 13•x22•xlO"deep wae placed on the 
wood burning cookstove and the water was heated. During the sumaer a 
fire wae built outside and a huge round kettle was placed on the fire. 

On the day thatthe clothes were to be ironed, at least three different 
irons were heated on the cooks tove, Each 1ron was of a different weight, 
Each iron had -an iron handle which had to be held with a cloth so you 
would not burn your hand while ironing, 

llot onlydid they feed and water t he chickens and clean out chicken 
hOU LlP and ~at her eegs---the young chickens had to be hatched in an 
1 ncuha t or or "set" hens t o hatch them. 

H n0 wil l lay eggs for a whi]P then comes a time when she wants to 
set ( nhe just sets on nest) , ::.:he will se t until the egsa hatch--it takes 

wen1 y -onc days for chicken e~gn to hatch ; four weeks for duck , guinea, 
geese or turkey eggs to hatc h. A chicken will hatch egge .from other 
uirds if t hny a.re placed in her nest . 

A r,utnca will hide her nest aemewhere out on the farm and if you flnd 



the nest and touch the ecr. with your hand. the guinea wtll not return 
to the nes t. You pi c k up t he egg with a spoon . hen when enou~h erF,z 
are saved they can be put into a ne s t to be ha tched, 

I f the cgbs are hatched in an incubator. the incubator i s r.ept in the house 
and checked often during the day and durinc the night for the twenty-one 
days it t akes to hatch the chichms. The eggs arc placf'd 011 a tray and 
each day the tray had to _be removed so that each cee; co11ld be turned, The 
t emperature was controlled by a Y.erosene incubator l amp t hat burned day 
and nieht. The temperature must bechecked often durin~ the day and night 
and r PF,ulate the incubator lamp. Also there WPrP. pjpes inside the 
incuba tor to be kept filled wi th water. From 100 to 500 chicks could be 
hatched at one time - depending on s i ~e of incubator . 

Then when the eegs were hatched the tiny r;hickcns riust be cared for. They 
were placed in a chickenhouse where "hot beds" had been prepared for them . 
They built a wood frame about a foot deep and filled with livestock manure 
and poured hot water over it to eet it ''workinG", then a second fra111e was 
placed on top that had a cover on it and an open doorway no t hat chickens 
could get in and out of the "hot bed", 

In later years 1t was possible to buy a "brooder s t ove" to lreep the 
chickens warm , 

To prepare f eed for these tiny chicken. the corn was ground with a "corn 
grin:ter" ( a hand model) . This cracked corn was called "corn chop". 
When the chicken were older they could eat whole grains of corn. The 
corn was removed from the cob with a "corn sheller" (a hand model). 

Of course. the garden must be planted and it was a constant battle to keep 
the weeds fro■ takifl6 over, The hand plow was used between the rows of 
veeetables and a hoe was used a.round each plant as it C8.1118 through the 
~round and until it would bear fruit. 

There were peach, apple. pear and ~herry trees; blackberry, raspberry and 
goosP.herry bushes, grape vines, strawberry patches, and hickory nut and 
walnut trees. 

After the walnuts and hickory nuts fell froM the trees, theywere gathered 
and the hull,:; that covered them were removed, After the shells dried and 
cured. the s hella. could be cracked and the nutmeat removed, 

Veeetabl es and fruit must be cooked and canned and berriee made into 
nreservea and jellies for the winter months ahead, 

If feathers were needed for a featherbed or pillow she had to pick the 
feathers from the geese. This too. must be done during the BUllllier. 

She would lay the live goose or gander in her lap on its back (with its 
head towa rd her knee3) then pick the soft feathers off stomach and breast 
us lnc the f l rst two fingers and thumb. ( Most of the "down" or unde veloped 
feathers were left on the bird). The feathers were picked f'ro■ the geese 
only in the summer and you could pick them about every aix weeks. 
(If they were not picked when the time was right, they would just fall 
on the o-ound and be lost). 

Writing quills were •ad• out of the big feathers froa the win« or· the ~ooae. 
(Sometimas the men made toothpicks out of the big heavy v1ng teatbere.) 
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Mil kine twelve to fifteP.n cows hy hand twice a day war- cp1H r> ~ job-
s lt tlng on a three-legged stool and trying to do~e the " !';w1.;hlng" 
tail of the cow. Grandpa would Mll the creami the l'lilk he woul,l mix 
wlth bran and make "slop" for the hogs . 

Grandpa said he would teach me to milk if I would triM my fln('ernails . 
Well, pulling cows teats and beine slapped by the cows tall d irl not 
interest me so I let my f~ngernails grow very lone , 

Grandpa kept a block of salt in the feed lut f or t he livestock , (Cattle 
especially need the salt) , 

One time a twelve year old girl from the city was vis i ting my grand
parent s . She saw the salt and a sked "I~ TIIAT THE WAY Y(1U SALT THE 
Bt.rr'J'ER"? 

I remember a black . leather upholstered couch that wao in my ,µ-andparent's 
home , They tell about the time erandma was chanc ing the bed and had 
s tacked l>edcovers and s heets on the couch, also the baby wrapped in a 
blanket was laying on the couch. This baby had wei ghed l ess than three 
poun<is at birth so she was still quite s mall, Grandpa Turna,ee had 
finis hed milkingthe cows and carryins in the buckets of milk and sat 
down on one end of the couch to rest a f ew minutes. He was badly frightened 
when his wife suddenly screaf!led , "Sam, you~re s itting on the baby." ( He 
was not on the baby but just on edge of blanket). He lived to be 9J years 
old but he never forgot that day: 

The man in the family was busy tending the livestock, cultivating the 
l and, planting, harvesting , repairing the fences and cleaning out the 
f ence row with a "brushhook" painting the buildings, 11ending the harness, 
and many other duties too numerous to mention, 

There was no motorized equipment, the farmer did all the work by hand 
with the help of his team of horses or mules. In the area where the 
Turn~ e families lived in Ray County the main crop of grain was wheat,oats, 
and corn. For hay they planted clover, timothy and alfalfa. 

Summer was the time for "haying" and "thrashing". 

The l arge pieces of farm machinery were pulled by a team of horses. 
When it was time to cut the hay, a mowing machine was used. After the 
hay dried a "~indrow rake" was used to pull together into rows, the hay 
that had been cut.so that the hay could dry a while longer. The hay 
1n the w1nd.row was about two f eet high, ( If it should rain, the hay in 
t he windrow would have to be turned and let dry out), 

~:ext , they used the "bull rake" - - this implement he.v1ng a crossbar with 
projectlnr, teeth or pronr,G about 8 or q feetlong, With the bull rake you 
could pi ck up the hay to be taken to a place where & man wl th a "pitchfork" 
110111<1 throw t he hay into a baler or it would be s tacked. 

They r-.ay t hat the man with lhc p i tch.fork had t o have the "know how" to 
riake a hayr, Lack Ghaped llke a t e nt and as tall ao a two-story house. 

8alesof hay (put through the hay baler) would not shed water so these 
were. l oaded onto flat bed (wagon without s ides) and hauled in fro• field 
to be s tacked in barn loft. 
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When the wheat and oats were r i pe , they were cut with a "wheat binder". 
The binder would cut, tie into bundles and drop the bundl es on the ground. 
The men, women and children would pi ck up the bundles c1 nd stanri on end 
( 7 or 8 bundles t o a s hock then :ipread out two bundlen nnrl place on t op 
to keep out the water). These ahoc l<s ntood i n fi t!l d unt il t hey dri ed 
out and the owner of a thras hinr, mac hine came to the far~. (ln those 
days a thrashing machine was a l nrr,e i nves tment, so t he nan who owned 
the machine went from farm to f arm thras hinc the craln ) . The s hocks wP.rP, 
loaded ont o hay frame and hauled to thrashinr, machine where the r,rain 
was se parated f r om the straw. The grain was stored i n a bin or hauled 
t o town t o sell. (Some of the wheat was r r uund for flour) . 

Someti mes there would be a thrashing crew of 40 men ( count inc t he 
neie;hbor s who would help the thrashing crew). Twel ve or more women woul d 
get together in one kitchen and cook the meal. 

I f the housewife wanted to serve cottaBe cheese for dinner ( on t he farr.1 
they cal l ed the noon meal dinner and the evenine meal supper)she could 
not go t o s tore for a carton of cheese neither could she leave a note 
f or t he milk man as we do today. 

The ski m milk would set in a cont ainer until it would sour and lose i ts 
nat ural sweetness or fres hness throuch f ermentation. Sour mi lk that has 
thickened l s called c labber. The clabber is cooked unt il the wat ery 
part of milk separates from the more thi ck part. This watery pa.rt i s 
called "whey" and 1 t i s poured off and t he thick part ( the curd) i s 
drained through a piece of cheese cloth. The curd was seasoned wi t h 
sal t and pepper and swee t cream was added to the cheese. 

I f she wanted hominy (she did not r each for the canopener) she made i t . 
3he used white field corn. When the kernels of corn were shelled off 
t he cob ( by hand) the end of t he grain of corn that comes off the cob 
is black when you start t o cook it, 

To two ~allon of water add lye and put in corn and cook and stir until 
black end of grain of corn comes off, Then put in cold water and keep 
cha ng i ng water until all black is washed away. (No water from a faucet 
either--with a rope e.nd a bucket you draw the water f'ro• the well), 
After t he hominy is rinsed it must be cooked and seasoned before ready 
t o eat , 

The bnt t er muat be churned at home . The cream was poured into a three 
or f our ~allon ·stone jar. The l i d to the jar had a hole in the center and 
t he wooden paddle was Moved ( by hand) in an "up and down" aotion until 
the cream turned into butter. 

Af t er t he butter was churned s he would work out the milk, rinse with 
wat er to eet out the milk then salt, s hape and mold it. She would s tore 
the ult er l n the cellar or a s pr in~ house {the spring house was a building 
over a stream of clear cold running water . Whatever you wanted to keep 
cool was placed in a conta iner and set 1n the col d water) . 

'.•:h n t ht> Meal was cooked and ready to put on t he table , someone had t o 
run ouiRlde to the cel lar or spr i ng house f or t he cold butter and milk . 
There uas no l ee box or r efcl ,•erator l n t hose days . 

~ t# 
Tn m, 1'· rJ corninealf"- ears of rl pe corn were rubbed over a grat er by hand, 

Coffee l•eanc wer e ground hy hanrl with a small cof f ee grinder. 
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If Lhe rtv,, c or n was to he ph:lrc:rl, tlic f ;n·r.ic r w0ulrl f',<> 1nto 1.,1 1,! c:nrnfield 
wt th hi::; w:•":on and t ea111 of hon;<>: · and drl vc riown tile row~~ o f cor11 break j nc 
off ( by hand) all ears of corn ,m tho :;, LaH , lie would tr~ar away t he cor n 
shuck with ;, "corn shucker" which ls a small metal hoo!< l\ttachcd t o hk 
wrist with a leather strap. The r-1e tal hook f1 t ~ into the ~ lrn of his 
hand. As each ear was shuc1'ed, l t waG tos sed into thr? wa{':on. When the 
waGon waG flll od , he returned to the barn to w,load the cor n and stor e it 
in a corn cri h. 

If the farmer did not have enou~h hay , he woulcl cut corn stalks with a 
"corn binder" that ma.de it into bundles and tied , The~n bundles were 
shocked and left in the field, In the wintert1Mc he would haul in the 
shocks of corn and shuck (s~parate ears fro~ stalk and r emove s huck) and 
feed the fodder (ttalkG) to the livest ock, 

Most of the farmers did not have a c orn binder so that farmer would go 
into the f ield and use a "corn knife" ( a bladeabout lf " long and J"wide 
with a wood handle) and cut tho corn staUs, tie themwith binder twine 
and shock ( all this done by hand ) . I n the win tor he woulrl Lake a sled 
into the field and bring out the shocks as he needer! them. 

After the weather t urned cold it wa ~ time to butcher for the winter s upply 
of meat, About 4 or 6 men would Get tor;ether and the women would cook 
the meal. 

They would kill the hog, put into boilinr, water in "scaldine box", then 
tal:e out of water and put on platform of boards ( 4 or 5 boards about 
two inches t hick and 6 to O feet long). All the men would gather around 
and scrape all the hair off t he hog. Theywould hang the carcass, remove 
the ins ides and cut off t he head. They would wash and clean the hair 
off the board then put the carcass on it and cut into back bone (for 
pork chopc) sides (for bacon) hams and shoulders . 

~o renrter the fat - - fat meat was put into a la.ree iron kettle over 
a flre built outside, the fat meat was cooked until the "cracklins" 
wer e r,ol den brown. The kettle was removed from the fire, the lard and cracklins 
rmt throur;h a "lard press" to press all grease out of cracklins. ( Cornbread 
made wHh cracklins was delicious) . 

Tho scrapl'. of meat from the trimmed hamis and shoulders were put into tho 
"sausa.:,,;o mll l" and. ground. The r,round meat was seasoned and sacked 
1 n three to four foot lone casing that the women had ma.de of white aatertal. 
The u.cat would be hung in the sriokehouse to cure. 

DurlnE t ho winter months the women would piece quilts and weave rugs. 
( Ancl years ago the cloth for the c l othes was made at home.) 

l-lnto rtal was c ut into tiny pieces and newed t ogether in a design, then 
thc~e hl oc~s were sewed t or.e ther to make a quilt top, A lining was used 
for thP. bottom of the qutlt, thl~ wac covered with a layer tf cotton and 
0n top of the cotton was placed the quilt t op. The quilting was done by hand 
( maJ, i n,: a deGi gn in the sti tr. hi 11G as the lining and top were fastened together 
wt th tiny :; ti tches). 

(.ln the hand loom they could make rugs or room-size carpets out of cloth 
cut in lo one inch wide stri ps , After weave the strips, would sew strips 
toc;e ther t o make a carpet lare;c e110U(~h to fit the rooa. T.heywould. put straw 
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on the floor , then put carpet over 1 t and ::itretch tic;htly a nd t ack around 
the ed1~es . ( My aunt said s he would c-wce p the carpet wHh a hro01n and ::;ome 
of the dus L would go throur,h onto tile straw, then when you would wall' on 
the carpe t. the dust would come hnck throueh the carpet) , 

There we re no r10dern conven1encu::; and no indoor plumhin" 1 n those old 
farm homes and no bathroom. t n Gaturday ni~ht it was the old calvani?.ed 
tub in which you bathed, And those cold winter day~ out~i dc in the 

"two-hol er" will always be- remembered. 

There was always work to be done on the farri, but those patient, kind , 
hardworkinc people always had time to help no111eonc l e::;i:; fortunate t han 
themselves. 

The Turnage School was built about two and one-half miles coutooast of 
Rayville on land given for t he school by Rev. John C. Turn~e . nev . J .C. 
and hi s sons Samuel C. and Jesse A, 'l'urnar;e werr. member3 of the School 
9oard for many years. 

The Turnage School was a one-room country school, It was here that 
neighbors would meet f or a nox Supper and a program in which the school 
children participated. 

The beautifully decorated boxes filled with deli~ious food were prepared 
by the young ladies in the ne 1Ghborhood, The boxes were auctioned off 
to the highest bidder and that person had the privilec;e of eating with 
the girl who prepared the food. (Needless to say, the neighborhood boys 
often would •run up• the price of a box when the eirl's boyfriend was 
biddine for the box). 

I n the school building were kerosene la.mps attached to brackets that 
were fastened to the wall. When the parents met at the school in the 
evening , they would bring kerosene lanterns (sometimes called coal oil 
lamps) and hang them about the room. 

The Crooked River Primitive Baptist Church was on the southeast side of 
Hayville . When I lived with my pa.rents I enjoyed listening to the people 
at the church sing. There was no musical instrument in the church. The 
church was perhaps a hundred yards from my parent's home. Elder Williair. 
Turna.r,c had preached in this building when it was located )/4■1le east 
of MY rarents home. The building was moved to the southeast side of 
Rayville in 1892: 

1-:lder William Turn9€:e, the pioneer, also served as llinister at Buffalo 
.\nd Oluffton ( two towns in fticsouri that no longer exist) and at 
lle w !lope Church west of Richmond a nd New Garden Church east of Excelsior 
:Jprin('c , Missouri. 

The mlnister s in our Turna.ee families that I knew,always had time for the 
chlldr~n . They made us feel that we were important members of the famil y . 
J H, s ,tl w:i..·1s happy when they came to vis it , My aunt said that she alway:; 
cnjoyr.d v l s l tine; with her uncles and crandfather who were ministers. Her 
r,r andf a tller ilcv. J.C. was a ve ntriloquis t and e njoyed playing jokes on others . 
AlGo , he was ambidextrous and used both hands with equal ease. They say he 
coulrl write wlth both hand::; at came time -- heavens: I do a poor job tryi ng 
1-1ith one ha nd can't even write 1.1y name with my left. 

Besideo the work on the farm, Rev. J.C. not only helped organize the 

7/, 
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Missionary Baptist Church in Rayville , he :i.ctur1.lly helped with t he 
cPrpentcr Hark in 1896. lie wan the first minif:;tcr 1.n thP. cln,rch. 1'hP 
church with the original hewn logs in lr.c basement i s a vc·ry at trac ti vc 
church bulldlng today, 

William F, Turnar-e , t he youngest son of Rav . J. C. Turn.'."l{';e al~o war, a 
miniater. RPcently, Uncle ~ill ' s youn~est son wa~ nppolnted Judae on 
the Missouri Court of Appeals in t he Kannas City , Missouri Dis trict . 

Counting Eluer William Turnage our pioneer ancestor , there have been 
seven generations of Turn~c f amilies 11 vin g in aay County , hi~souri, 
and many are l ivi ng there today. Of course , the ministers ll'oved to 
other areas but lheir life beCTan on a farm in Ray County. 

In later years my erandparents .Sanuel C, and Lucy Cartr.r Turnar,e moved 
to Richmond , the county seat of Ray County. In the days of my grand
father a business deal could be closed 1-fith a handshake . He had given 
his word and the handshake sealed the bargin. Hi s word waG as eood as 
gold. 

Three s ons of Jesse Calvin Turnage who was murdered in the fie ld by 
buuhwhackers became ministers. They were Rev. William (1B_54-19J8) ; 
Rev . Isaac M. (1858-1935) ; and myjje t -grandf'ather .Rev. John Clevenger 
Turna.c;e ( 1 P.51 -19 )7) . _ C 1 -· If JR 

- ~~ ___.,_u 
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A 419- page book '"l'ransue-Turnage and 
Related Families" has been placed in 
the Kansas City Library located at 
Jll East 12th Street ( Missouri Valley 

Room). J ~C>f~ 
1Jr7, lj yo 

Some of the fami l y names are: 
ALDER, BATI:S, BENDER, BOOIIBR , BRENT , 
BUTZ , CARTI:R , CLEVENGl!!R , CLOWDIS, 
DALE, DANlliL , DAVIS , EDRINGTON , 
FERGUSON , FU:MING , FLETCHl!:R , GRIGSBY , 
HAYNlli, HIGHTOWEH , HIX , HOP~R , HOYT, 
JONES , KERNS , LuNG , McCOLLUt-1, McGUIRli:, 
McMURTRY , MANSFIELD , t-'lA.RTIN, MASON, 
MEADER, MILL!i:R, MUELLER, O' DELL , ODLE, 
PANTLE, ROW, SKIPWITH, STANTON, TAGGART, 
THOMAS , TOMPKINS , THORNTON, TINDALL, 
TRANSUE, TRIPLETI , TURNAGE, VIOLETT, 
VO~LS, WAGGuNER, WHITLOW , WINSTON, 
WOOD. 

(The book was g iven t o the library 
Saturday , April 26 , 1980) 

-



Ancestors of Irma Transue Tindall 
(Irma , daughter of Gladys Turnage Transue) 

Our ancestors Abraham Transue (1690- 1768) and wife Anna 
~ia.rgaretha Mueller were married in Mutterstadt, Germany. 
They came to America in 17JO, 

THE TRANSUE ANCESTORS WERE FRENCH HUGUENOTS, 

Two ancestors (father and son) of Irma Transue Tindall were 
Revolutionary War Soldiers: 

1. Abraham (17Jl-181J) in Pennsylvania 
(Records indicate that Abraham and seven 
of his sons enlisted in Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania. ) 

2. Abraham born about 1757 died 1829 in Pennsylvania 

I proved both of these lines and records are filed in 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Meaor1als of the Huguenots In America 
With Special Reference to Their Ea1.grat1on 
To Pennsylvania 

by Rev. A. Stapleton A.M.M.S. 

Huguenot Publishing Co., Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
1901 

Page 5) 

"Rising in the hill country over the Lehigh 
county line, and flowing southward through 
Montgo111ery county into the Schuylkill river, 
is the PerkioMn Creek. 

The beautiful valley through which it flows 
also bears its na.ae. Nea.r the head waters of 
this strea.11 le a locality known as "Skippack" 
and "Goshenhoppen" with its fuous church 
dating back to about 17JO." 

Page 54 
"In the Refored society of Coehenhoppen 
were a considerable number of members with 
Huguenot antecedents, a110ng others the 
f9.111lliee Hillegae, Leehlre, Lingel, Grleeeaere, 
Traneue, Dee111ond, Leba.r, Reboteau, de Blea.ie, 
Soulne." 

Page 58 

"Perkiomen Valley - Abraham Transue located here 
in 17JO." 
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In 1970 I was asked to share my collection 
of f ami ly records . The name given the 
twelve bound books was "OUR ANCESTORS" . 

I gave t welve books to the library in 
Washingt on , D. C. --National Society Daughters 
of the American Revol ution , and twelve books 
to t he Mi ssouri D. A. R. Library in Col umbia 
during the years 1971, 1~72 and 197J . 

Later these books were copied by The Church 
of Christ of Latter-Day Saints and the 
microfilm is filed in Salt Lake City . 
Book #1 "Our Ancestors" is on f ilm //870 ,177, 
Book #2 is on film #89),717, etc . 



,..i,lrlissnuri .~tafr j5,urietu 

~a11gl1tns Llf till' ~mrriran ~{l'{1ulutiun 

Mrs . G. R. Tindall 
6808 Switzer Lane 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203 

Dear Mrs. Tindall: 

9525 Radio Dr ive 
Affto n, Missouri 63123 
Augus t 31, 1972 

Confirming our telephone convers at i on of August 4, 

1972, two sets of V.:> lurnes 7 and 8 of "Our Ancestors" 

were received by me. 

One set will be s ent to our National n~ Library 

in Washington, D. c. , the other s et will be sent to the 

State Librarian for placement in our State DAR Library 

in Columbia. 

Thank you very much for your interes t, help and 

enthusiasm with the i mportant work of this National 

Committee . 

Sincerely yours 

dJdJ.~~" 
(Mrs.) Isabe l Stebbins Giulvezan 

State Chairman 
Genealogic al Records Co mmittee 

cc: Mrs. John W. DeHaven 
Genealogical Records Chairman 
Sarah Boone Cha pte r 
2 West 37th Street 
Kansas City, Missouri 64111 



GI NEAi OGIC "-L OEPARTMl:N T 

',O r ;l<;I NOrlh T ,•n ,pie S1ree1 
S<ill I , llo.t> C.11y Lilah 84 1 50 

28 11arch 1980 

Mrs. Inaa Tindall 
6808 Switzer Lane 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203 

Dear Hrs. Tindall: 

I I IL CHUKll 1111 

JESUS Cl tRI\ I 
lll LAlTER-DAY 

\AINTS 

We were pleased to receive your letter. 

Book #1 of Our Ancestors is on film #870,177. It is near the end 
of the rol 1. 

We hope this infonnation will be helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

Seven Orey 
U.S./Canada Re 

jf 
Encl. 



-

BIOG WANDA TINDALL PANTLE 

IN'rERNXrl()NAI~ 
8J()(;RAPI-IICAl4 
CENTRE 

Hr1. Iraa Tindall, 
6808 Svitaer Lane, 
Shawnee, 
KS 66203, 
U.S .A. 

Dear Kr1. Tindall, 

Lit••"• • f •l ,f L H • "'ll , , f)UI .. I 

Ref : - WOH5/al 
13th Karch, 1980. 

Thank you for your letter which I have received today 
vitb reference to the Piftb ldition of Tb• World Wbo'1 
Vbo of Voaeo. 

41 your dauabter i1 a bioar•pb•• of thi1 book vhich i1 
due for publication at the end of the 1U111er you aay take 
advantaa• of th• 1pecial pre-publication price available 
to bioarapb•••• Th• co1t ie US$57.50 and if you cbooae 
to purcba•• • book pl .. 1e quote tbe reference VON5/1/ca 
aod "Waocla Tin .. 11 ••nth". 

I look forward to hearioa frca you and a11ure you 
of our beat attention at all tiMI, 

~ -~ 
lillie Brida-.ot (Kr1) 
lioarephee lelation• Dept . 



_.-a, ____________ __,_. _____________ __, __ ..,..., _____ __,.,,. _ ~ 

l 
t 

> r 

~be ~arquis {Qbo's {Qbo 
)Publications :Soarb 

Wbo'!, Wbo of ~mtrican Wottttn 
Cltbtntb Cbition 

1979/1980 
;nc/,,Jl~,,, ,,,, "/,u;/, ;~ li11u'led lo lho6e uuli~aua/4 ml,o l,a-,,f' 

de1no1i6tu~led nul~leu,d,:,,!I a,e/dctce#lll'nl in l/u,,~ «e11 firldJ o/ 

f'lld,of.eot. n,id ,el,o l,«t~., lh,t~~r, eonb,i,,~d 0~911;(,co11l(1 In 
Ifie lrllf'1111f'11I n/ cn11len,j,nto~g ~<'l/j. 
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TURN~i - CARTll!R 

At Ca.rt.er Hoae about a ■lle --~ ot 
Rayville. M1■aour1 by Rev. Horace A. 

Marriage Odte __ ~ b!"~.Y 20, l~ll_ Plctce W!t~1d.tL gL..b.i .. Cburch, SaYUl 

Husband __ __ __Saauel Co!!!.f _]'yrn~_ _ _ 
June 10 18?6 Two antl one- h.llf a1les aoutheut 

Birth Date __ •---- ___ Pldce_Qf_H&yvUb (!£>rNrly e,alletl 
Halla.rci, Mi■■ouri) 

Ded th Oa te_ O.~.!,!lber J!, _ ! 9§2 ____ Buried __ Cr01doy ce.1111LJt,..a,.cy.,_ __ _ 
Richaond, Mi■aour1 Rayville, Mi■aou.rl 

- ------ ------
Parents John c. and il!al•I (9!~11} Tum1&•- ----------
Other wife of husband, if any _______________ _ 

Wife ___ L_uc_y_il_i_c_e_Ca.r_te_r ________ _ 

Bir th 0. te Fe bruaryl2, 1829 

Dea th Date Deceaber 10, 192l 

Four ail•• northve■t of Rlchaond, 
Place Ray CoW)tx, M1your1 

Buried Cro)'ley CtNtarv 
Rayville, M1■■ou.r1 

Parents. ___ W~arre=-=-nM;.;..;..' ~ud=-Mar=~l~&r~•~t=--=Lo=.;.v~•~(~Al=d&tr~)"--"C~tr~t•~r..__ ____ _ 

Other husband of wife. tf 1ny _______________ _ 

CH I LOREN: Three 

Dlte of Birth Phce 
. - . 

1. Glady■ March 1. l~l Ray County, Mo. 
( Llvlnc Iii Biohaond., N1aaour1 1n 1980) ugh ter lraa. Mae •· Cl4,Y 
(Died ________ Buried Russell Tindall ) 

0.te of Mirr1age ____ ...;.Apr~i...:;.l_l;;...0-&l-=19<-,;;lc..;;;8 _ ________ _ 

Mirr ied to : ______ V_1...:rg;..1_l_Le_a_v_1_n_ua_Tr_an__;;,a_ue~------

(Died Deceaber 6, 1968 Bur1ed_Rayv1lle, Mtaaourt 

continued 



Children of SaaueLQi..Ml4 ~ -Tuml&L __ -·---· ___ . (continued) ---

Name Date of Birth Place 

2. Irvin Monroe (~tving 1ri RayvUl~L Mlssourl in l9?J.} ___ ? -
• ("ahllarena74ary Loulse, Loren and Charlott~) 

1 1 1 
~ ald T 

( IJ i t:!d 811r i ed 1ary .ou se- aw &nn•l 
-- --- • ··-- --· - · ·· - ---- Loren- Glady• r,W1111ua 

0.ite of Mdrridqe ____ December z. l9il Ch&.rlott. - Ha.rolcl Johnaoa 

Married to : --- ~1!;0 i!:· ~yvlilo, Hlsaourl If 191'J) 
(Died. ______ Buried ______ ___ _ 

~a daughter of Henry and Charlotte (Warwick ) Brown 

3. Opal (Living in Lees S~it, __ Hi&oouri 1Jl..l.9?9L------
- (1:.ughtera Gpal Laverne•• John W1ll1aa Kindell ( 1919-19?5) Jack 

(Died________ Buried___ _ __ ) Kindall 
buried at 

Date of Marridge Septeabctr 27, 1922 Leea Suaai 

Mirried to: _______ r_o_n_ •_t_V_•_m_on-:-:--_Br_o-::wn _______ _ 
Floral Hill .:&at 

(Died March 22, l97l Buried JM• Bu1•1t, Ho, ) 
Vernon aon of Henry and Charlotte (Warvick) Brown 

4. 

(Died Buried _________ _ 

0.te of Marriage 

Mlrried to: 

(Died _______ Buried, __________ ) 

5. 

(Died Buried. __________ ) 

O.te of Mlrr11g1 . ~ 
Married to: 

(Dted Buried __________ ) 

6. __________ _ 

(Dted. ______ _ Buried _________ _ 

Di te of Nlrr11ge, __________________ _ 

Mar-rted to: ___________________ _ 

(Dted _____ _ Buried _________ _ 



Ancestors of Lucy Alice Carter Turnage (wife of Samuel Colley 
Turnage of Ray County, Missouri) have been traced as follows: 

Lucy Carter Turnage ' s great-great grandpa.rents were F.d.ward 
Carter and wife Martha Custis Violett. The graves of Edward 
and Martha Carter in family cemetery northwest of Middleburg , 
Virginia, Loudoun County. 

(The Carter families living in Virginia have 
traced the family to Capt. Thomas Carter of 
Barford. Capt. Carter to Lancaster County, 
Virginia from England about 1651) 

Other great-great grandpa.rents of Lucy Carter Turnage were: 
Edward Davis (son of John and Ann Cockerell Davis) and wife 
Elizabeth Triplett of Leesburg, Virginia, Loudoun County. 

(The Triplett family has been traced to Francis 
Triplett who came to Virginia in 1658 from England) 

Great grandparents of Lucy Carter Turnage were Charles 
Fleming Bates and wife Susanna Fleming Bates of Halifax County, 
Virginia. 

The Revolutionary Ancestor was James Bates (b, 1721-d.1785) , 

The ancestor John Bates t o Virginia in 162) from Kent County , 
England. 

(The Bates line has been traced to the Kings of Scotland) 

37, 



I 

Hy grandfather s.c. Turnage was born June 10, 
Hy wrents Gladys & Virgil Transue married April 10 

lllcense issued Apr ll 9) 
Copied from the S, C, Turnage Bible 

Samut:l C, Turnage born Ray County, Missour i jun€: l 0 ,H176 
marri ed Feb. 20 , 1898 Lucy A. Turnage , born Hay County 
Feb, 12 , 1879 
Gladys Turnage born Ray Co, March 1, 1901 1na1rl ed 
AprlllO , 1918 
lrvin M, Turnage born Ray Co. Nov. 11, 1992 marr ied 
Dec. 7, 1921. 
Opal Turnage, Ray Co . Dec. 11, 1904 aarried Sept . 27, 1922 
Gladys and Virgil Transue urried April 10 , 1918 
Irma Transue born Nov. l?, 1919. 
Irvin aarried to Eclna Brown Dec. 7, 1921 
Mary Louise Turnage born Aug. 9 , 1926 married Jun~ , 1949 
Loren B. born Feb. 19)0 married Gladys William:.; 4/ 12/52 
Charlotte Anne born January 14, 19)7 married Harold Johns on 
Opal born Dec. 11, 1904 married Vernon Brown Sept. 27 , 1922. 
Laverne born Nov. 16,1926 
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Samuel C. 'Turna:ge _and L~oy A. Ca,J:t_er of Ray County , ·Mis~ouri . Feb :· • y • 20~ 1898, - : 



TRANSUE-TURNAGE 

Pl a ~ Richmond, H1a~our1 

Hu ~t.,..,n,1 V1r011 Leav1nus Transue 
- , ,l r,: U was namedafter h1s t1:a11ol falht:1· , L11l UUL 11 ... 11 • .: 11u l spelled sa111e ) 

Birth Od i l! Dece 111btff J l ~-1~ ~ ___ f>l ,H e l'l att suw·g, l'l1sbour_1 __ 

De.., I h l lJ le 

Rayville, Htsaour1 
Ra,Y\11lle, H1ssouri ·----

Parents John and Luella Herenza ( Booker) Transue -------- - - ..• -- ----
Other wife of husband. if any _ _____ _ 

Wife ___ c_l_ad __ Y_•_Turn __ .. _. ____ ______ _ 

8 i rth Date March l, 1901 
Two and one-half ■ilea 

Place aouthayt of &&yy111., 
N1aaour1 

Death Date ___________ Buried _____ _____ _ 

(L1v1n& 1n Richllond, K1eaour1 in 1980) 

Parents __ ~S=u=.:ue=-::l:....::Ci,_¥\::m,:ds.....iL~uc=..&y___..._(:Ca.r.Lt~ourw}L-1Turn.-M&ll.-~QIL-_ ______ _ 

Other husband of w1ft, if 1ny _______________ _ 

CHILDREN: (One child only) 

Hne Date of Birth Place 

1. Jr■a Ma.e Tran■ue Nov. 17, 1919 
(L1vlnc in Shawn••• Kana&& in 19?9)' 

Gcrick . H1aaqur1 

(Died ________ Buried. ___________ ) 

Date of Mirr 11ge _____ A_.ug._u...;.a_t_2..;...)'"',~ l 9.._40-'--'---

Ma rr 1 ed to : _____ ~G.;auy~R...:;ua=••~l::.:l:::.......:;T.,;;.1:..:;nd::.:a::.::l:..:l~-------.--
( Ll vinc 1n Shum••• Kansas in 19?9) 

(Died ___________ Buried _ _ 



THE SHADE-TREE MECHANIC 

(Virgil Transue 1891-1968) 

When returning from military camp at t he time of the first Wo rld 
War, he had no money a garage to build, so under a huge shade 
tree the mechanic worked . 

In the winter when the snow covered the qround, the ca rs into a 
huge old barn did go . Through the wide cracks between each 
board that cold winter wind did bl ow: Under the car on a piece 
of tin he did l ay down on that dirt floor so cold in the barn on 
the fann where hi s parents lived l ong ago . 

For miles and miles around, the cars for thi s mechanic they did 
bring , and radios, and guns, and farm equipment too - to be fixed 
to work as good as new . When the daylight faded at the end of 
the day, he worked far into the night by the glow of an old gas 
1ight. 

Everyone who knew him would agree that he knew all about automobiles 
from A to Z. ( guns and rifles, too) 

At that time no patent had been granted or grease gun been made. So 
with a hub cap and brass pipe he did make - a grease gun for wheels 
to lubricate. 

After years of toil ing and saving for that day - - a garage by he 
and his uncle was built. A garage so big four cars it did hold, 
with concrete floor and a huge old s tove with a jacket so old. For 
years that old jacket-type stove the Rayville School it did heat. 

What fun it was for chil dren who stopped by the garage to roll over 
that big concrete floor on a 11creeper 11 so low . Many a car he did 
repair on that creeper that replaced that piece of tin used on the 
old dirt floor. 

From his garage to his gas pumps he did run. The good will of his 
cus tomers his first concern . (The gas pumps were the old-fashioned 
ones filled by hand . By the roadside they were, yards from that 
old garage door). 

Through tbe years the large equipment he did purchase - hoist, press, 
compressor, etc . - until an up-to-date garage he did own . 

When he wasn't waiting on customers he was planting and plowing by 
hand a garden so large. Always there were fresh vegetables and with 
neighbors and friends he did share. (strawberri es and rhubarb, too) 
And bright colored flowers there were plenty of too. 

Yes, he had hobbies - - collecti ng rocks, bottl es , building houses 
for the birds, making stoves for outdoor camping, to mention only a few . 

The customers were always wel come and strangers to him there were none. 
Anytime you drove down the road, it was a smile and a wave as your car 
he heard . He was Virgil to all . Yes, the children too. (and me too) 

In later years his health did fail, but hi s neighbors and fr iends 
st il 1 remenber the man ;;, 11 ked so we 11. ~ .. ,. 



TINDALL - TRANSill: 

Marriage Date 

University Heights Christian Church 

August 2J, 19~--- Place Kan~~~ City, Missouri 

Hu sband Guy Russell Tindall 
- c,;rv1ng 1n Shawnee-;-Kansas - fn1:?J,'9 T"( Ch1ldren: Wanda and DeMis) 

Bir t h Date December 5, 1917 Pl ace Cameron, Missouri ------
Oed th Date ____ ·----- Buried __ _ 

Parents Guy Rowe and Mary Frances (Hopper) Tindall 

Other wife of husband. if any _ _______ ________ _ 

Wife Ir■a. Mae Transue 
---{r-:L,.....,i,_v..,,.i_n_g_i~n___,.S...,..ha- wn_e_e_,___,K-an_s_as __ i_n_l9-79----.)--

B i r th Date Nove■ber 12, 1919 Place Orrick. Missouri 

Death Date Buried ----------- ------------

Parents Virgil Leavinus and Gladys ( Turnage) Transue 
- -------------------------

Other husband of wife, if any ________________ _ 

CH I LOREN: Two Wanda and De Mis 

Name Date of Birth 

1. Wanda Irene Tindall October J, 1942 
(Livthl in Shiphirdatown. West Virgin!& In 1979) 

Place 
Kansaa City, 
Missouri 

(Died ________ Buried ___________ ) 

Date of Marri1ge _____ J_un_e_l_6_,_19_6_;;J __________ _ 

"' Married to: Jues Ernest Pantle 
(Living in Shepherdstown, West Virginia 1n 1979) 

(Died ___________ Bur ied _______ -J 

2 . Dennis Russell Tindall born M&y 19, 1945 St. Luke's Hospital, 
Kansas City, Missouri. In 1977 moved to Westminster , Colorado 



~be Worn, Wbo's Wbo 
of Women 

~bis Qtertif icatt of Jierit is a\uarbtb to 
Wanda Jindaff fantfe 

for 
DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT 

which is the subject of commendation in 

THE WORLD WHO's WHO OF WOMEN 

~[dition, 
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