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In South Carolina, Luke, William (Jr.), John, Richard and 
Elisha lived in Chesterfield. Elish is also listed in Edge­
field County. He moved back to Chesterfield in 1830 and was 
counted on the census in both places. Joseph lived in 
Richland County. 

I have found only 3 Turnage families in Tennessee on the 
1830 US Census so far: James in Hardeman Co., Amos in Madison 
Co. and Henry in Tipton Co. There were more there in 1830 but 
I have not located thenon census records yet. 

By 1840, Jesse, Darlis and Richard were living in Alabama, 
according to the 1840 US Census. 

James, Zachariah, Henry, John and William were living in 
Georgia in 1840. 

John and Thomas lived in Louisiana. 

Matthew, Elisha, Jackson and Amos lived in Mississippi. 

Michael (Sr.), William and William's son Michael lived in 
Missouri. 

In North Carolina, Kinchen, Martha, Isaac, Bryant, Thomas, 
Elizabeth, Travis, Blany, John, William, James, Elias (C.), 
Moses, Elias (Sr.), F. (Furney), w. (William) and Elizabeth 
all are listed on the 1840 Census. 

In South Carolina, Joseph, A. c., Mourning, William, John, 
David, Zack and Luke were living in Chesterfield County. 

In Tennessee were William, Lewis, Joseph, James, George, 
R. K., Abner and John. 

s. C. Turnage had left Tennessee and gone to the Republic 
of Texas, an independent nation in 1840. 

By 1850, the Turnages had become too numerous for us to 
list in this brief introductory history. In 1850, Turnages 
were living in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Oregon Territory, Tennessee and Texas. 

By 1860, they were also living in Florida. 
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T urnages continued to leave our family "home" of Pitt 
County during the 1830-1860 period. Emanuel's son Travis 

and his wife Christina Askew moved across the creek into Greene 
County. They had no surviving children. 

Sometime during thel820,s Emanuel's son Amos moved to 
Tennessee; Joseph moved to Tennessee in the 1830's; Lewis moved 
to Tennessee in the 1840's. Only Moses and Elias Sr. remained 
in Pitt County. 

The number of Turnages in Greene County boomed briefly but 
as more and more Turnages sought out the new lands of the 
frontier, the number of families dropped from 10 in 1830 to 5 
in 1840 and only 4 families and two females in 1850 . 

Duplin County also flourished briefly with Turnages , count­
ing five families in 1830 . But following the death of Jesse in 
1836, his second wife Martha and her children moved to Marion 
County, Miss . Only Jesse's sons Kinchen and Bryant remained in 
Duplin County throughout their lives . 

Kinchen Turnage was born 1794 in Greene County. The name 
Kinchen is a family name and I have speculated that his mother's 
or grandmother's maiden name was Kinchen (Kenchen, Kencheen, 
Kincheen, etc.) . He moved as a child with his father Jesse to 
Duplin Co. and lived the rest of his life there. He married 
Matilda Rasbury (Rasberry) about 1830. They had at least 10 
children: Emanuel , Zachariah ("Zach"), James , Mary Catherine, 
Caroline , Charles, Buckner Thomas ("Buck"), Frances and William 
Edward . 

Kinchen was a farmer and also worked for a while as an 
overseer on a plantation . On the 1840 Duplin Co. Census, he is 
listed with a family and also 38 slaves. Since he was not 
wealthy enough to own such a large number of slaves, it is 
obvious he was then working as an overseer . 

Kinchen died sometime during the 1860's . His oldest child 
Emanuel ran away from home as a teenager during the 18S0's, 
according to family legend because his father sold his pony. 
Emanuel headed south to Jackson County , Florida. 

Charles served in the Confederate Army during the War for 
Southern Independence . He enlisted in Beaufort Co. on 25 June, 
1861 in Company I, 4th Regiment of North Carolina Volunteer 
Infantry . He served in this unit on active duty in Virginia. 
He died in a military hospital at Lynchburg, Va. sometime 
between 5 Nov., 1864 and 6 Feb., 1864. 
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HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

KINCHEN (Kenchen, Kencheen, Kincheen) 

1794 \\'here Greene County, 

186 \\'here Du:12lin CQunt::ii 

TURNAGE Oate 1985 

North Carolina Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

NQ:t:th Carolina Address P.O. Box 7446 

When Buried -------------- -~-~- ~-- -
\\'here City Atlanta S1a tr Ga. 30357 

When Married Ca 
1830 

Other Wives ------------------
Where Duplin County, North Carolina Th is info r111atio n oLtaincd fro rn 

Number 1,2,etc. _ 

His Father JES SE TURNAGE llis ~lo ther·s ~laidcn Name _F_RAN_.::..:....C=E:..:S:;.._ ____ ______ _ 

llisGrandfather WILLIAM TURNAGE Junior llisCran<1mu1hcr __ E=L=I~Z=A-B~E_T=H~---------

Duplin Co., NC Deed Records 

Gordon W. Turna_g_e 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME MATILDA RASBURY ( Rasberry 

When Born 

When Died 

18 0 8 \\'here Pitt County, North Carolina l..8..4.0 1850, 1860, 1870 
~ 

____ 188-
When Buried __________________ _ 

Otha llusbands 
Number 1,2, etc. 

lier Father 

lier Grandfather -----------------
Male ClllLDREN 
or (In o rder of birth) 

i,,.m••• 

Where 

\\'here 

Decatur (now Seminole)CQ. i Ga. 
Cowpen Pond Cemetery,JacksonCoFl 

lier ~!other's Maiden Name __________________ _ 

lier Granclmolher ----------------------
WIIEN BORN WHERE BORN State WHEN DlED 

Duplin Co ., NC Census 
1880 Decatur Co.,Ga. Census 

Day Month Year City County or CoW1try Day Month Y car MARR1ED 

Who ( 2) REBECCA SELLERS 
M I EMANUEL TURNAGE tl.0Sept., 1831 Duplin N C 27Marl912 When ( ~, NANCY R. TYSON 

Who 
M 2 ZACHARIAN ( 

11 Zach II TURNAGE 1833 II II When 

Who 
M 5 JAMES TURNAGE 1836 II II 

When 

Whu 
M 4 TURNAGE 183 II II When 

Who JONAS HILL 
F 5 MARY CATHERINE TURNAGE 6 July , 1841 (35) II II 3 Decl927 When 1 Rf; -

Who never married 
F 6 CAROLINE TURNAGE 1844 II II 26Aprl931 When 

caJanl864 
Who n.m.; died in 

M 7 CHARLES TURNAGE 1848 II II 
·when Confederate Armv 
Who MARIE c. MITCHELL 

M 8 BUCKNER T . ( 
11 Buck") 1849 II II When 

Who LEWIS F 9 FRANCES TURNAGE 1852 n II 19 When 

Who CHARLOTTE ANNE CRQWSQ~ 
M 10 

N 
WILLIAM EDWARD TURNAGE Mar ., 1853 II II 11Octl918 When 1 q .T11nP 1 RR7 

Who 
11 When 

Who 
12 

When 

Who 
15 When 

Who -14 \\'hen 

• 

O'I 
CX) 



Caroline was born in 1844 and died 26 Apr ., 1931 in Greene 
County. Caroline never married. She had at least three 
children: Toy A., Ellen E. and Chancie James Turnage. Caroline 
lived in Duplin Co. and later moved to Wilson Co. When she 
died, she was living with her nephew Walter Scott Turnage at 
Farmville, in Pitt Co. 

Mary Catherine married Jonas Hill and they had at least 
seven children. Catherine was born 3 Dec., 1841 and died at 
Kinston on 3 Dec., 1927. 

Following the War for Southern Independence (War Between the 
States), the South lay prostrate; her economy had been virtually 
destroyed and public institutions such as schools, were practic­
ally eliminated. A northern army of occupation imposed 
"reconstruction"--which had nothing to do with rebuilding the 
section but rather was a political plan to force by bayonets a 
change in the political "thinking" of Southerners. 

In this Reconstruction atmosphere, Kinchen's widow, Matilda, 
and his two youngest orphans Frances and William E., set out on 
the long trek southward to join her oldest son Emanuel in Georgia. 
Here, in the forks of two major rivers, virgin forests offered 
plentiful lumber and the land was fertile. 

Emanuel had moved across the Chattahoochee River from Jackson 
Co., Florida into what was then part of Decatur County and is 
today part of Seminole County, Georgia. Emanuel also served in 
the Confederate Army. He was wounded severely in the leg at 
the Battle of Chickamauga and was sent to Columbus, Ga. to 
recover at a military hospital. Afterwards , he was transferred 
to a hospital corps of men recovering from wounds , not fully 
able to return to active military duty but capable of work. He 
was assigned to the Confederate iron works in Columbus, where 
military equipment and ironclad ships were built . He was still 
in this unit at war's end. 

William Turnage Jr. (III), sold his farm in Duplin Co. in 
1835 and moved to adjoining Sampson County where he lived until 
his death about Sept., 1857 . William Jr. acquired and sold 
several tracts of land while he lived in Duplin. After moving 
to Sampson, he also acquired and sold several tracts. On 1 Mar., 
1822, William donated 2½ acres of land to build a church on for 
the Bear Marsh Meeting House. At a time when banks did not exist 
except in the largest cities, people had to borrow ready cash 
from their wealthier neighbors. William was wealthy enough to 
make such loans; at least some loans were not repaid and he fore­
closed on the land, including one plantation of more than 1,000 
acres. He then sold this plantation . 

William prepared a will in 1848, naming several of his child­
ren. At the time he wrote his will, his sons Zachariah , William 
Jr. (IV) and Jesse had married and moved westward . Because of a 
lack of communication, he was not aware of whether they were 
alive or not. 

William may never have known his son Zachariah died about 1849. 
Zachariah moved to Georgia then to Mississippi . William Jr. (IV) 
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HUSBAND'S NAME WILLIAM 

When Born 1781 

When Died ca se:etembert 1857 

When Buried 

When Married ( 1) ca 179 9 ( 2) ( 3) 

TURNAGE Junior (later Senio r) (III} nm 1985 

\\'here Greene County , North Carolina 

\\'hm Sampson County . North Carolina 

Cornpilcr 

Address 

Where Sampson Co.NC City 

Whm ( 1) Greene Co. , NC ( 2) (3) Sampson~o . 

ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 
P.O . Box 7446 

Atlanta State Ga, 30357 
Tl ,is information 0L1ainetl lro 111 

Other Wives ( 3 ) 
Number 1,2, etc. MARY ANN ( Ann IRWIN 

His Father WILLIAM TURNAGE Junior 

llis Grandfather WM . G. TURNAGE Jr. 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME ( 1) ---------
When Born (1 ) ca 178- (2) 

llisr.lo ther'd,laitlenNamc ELIZABETH Duplin Co .• Deed Records 
llis GraJ\dlllothcr SELAH Duplin Co. , NC Tax Lis ts 

ill SARAH 
Sampson Co., NC Deed Records 

\\'here ___ _______________ Wj)J & Estate Records of Wm, 

When Died ( 1) ( 2) ca 18 4 9 Where ill C2}Sampson co.,Nc Mrs. Grace Turner, 1982 
__________________ 1820, 1830 Duplin co.,NC Census When Buried ____________________ \\'here 

Otha Husbands 
Number I.~, etc. 

___________________________________ 1840, 1850 Sampson Co., NC Census 

Her Father 1 ler Mother's l\laiden Name _________________ _ 

lier Grandfather ----------------- Iler GrandmotJ1er _____________________ _ 

111alc ClllLDREN WIIEN BORN WHERE BORN S tale Wll£N DIED 
or (In o rder o f birth) Day Month Year Ci ty County or Cow11ry Day Month Year MARRIED 

F, ~.t, 
Who CATHERINE 

M I JESSE TURNAGE ca 1801 (0) Greene NC When 182-
Who HINGON GLISSON 

F 2 CELIA TURNAGE ca 1802 It It When 29 March . 1825 
Who HURR HARRELL 

F 3 RUTH TURNAGE ca 1805 ft ft When 7 21.nri 1 1826 
Senior Who NANCY - DAUGHTRY 

M 4 CHARLES H. TURNAGE ca 1808 ft ft ca 1849 When 
Who WILLIS WILLIAMSON 

F 5 OBEDIANCE (ft Bede , Beady") 1810 ft ti 8Dec.1901 When 

Who JULIA E . NORRIS 
M 6 ZACHARIAH TURNAGE ca 1812 Duplin It ca 1849 When 25 November. 1835 

Who JOSIAH S:UTTQN 
F 7 ELIZABETH TURNAGE ca 1816 ft It When ,-.;::i 1829 

Who MILBURY 
M 8 WILLIAM TURNAGE JrlTV) ,-.;::i 1 81 7 ( ? () \ ft It When ("':> 1 Ril.Ll 

Who BRITT 
F 9 ANNA TURNAGE ca 1818 ft ft \\'hen 

Who ( 1) ANN DAUGHTRY 
M 10 JAMES c . TURNAGE 10 June l821 II II 21Novl883 When ( 2) SARAH HOOC::F.~ 

Who 

11 When 
Who 

12 When 

Who 
I 3 \\ hen 

Who -
14 \\'hen . . . -

" 
., 

rl 
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WILL OF WILLIAM TURNAGE Jr. (Sr.) (III), 1848, Sampson Co.NC 
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WILL OF WILLIAM TURNAGE Jr . (Sr . ) (III) 

Will written 8 Sept., 1848 in Sampson County , North Carolina . 
Will probated in Sampson County in 1857 . 
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HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

When Buried 

10 

2 

JAMES .c. 
June1_ 1821 

November, 1883 

------------- --

\\'here 

\\'here 

Where 

TURNAGE 

Duplin county, North Carolina 

Harnett County, North Carolina 

Hodges Chapel Cemt.Harnett co.NC 

natc: .iS.HEET 1 of 2) 19 85 

compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

Address P • 0 . Box 7 4 4 6 

City Atlanta StattGa. 3 0 3 5 7 

When Married ( 1) ca 1843 m Whm _Sampson County. North Carolina This i11fom1ation obtained frurn 

Other Wives ( ) • Number 1,2,etc. see sheet 2 Harnett Co. ,NC V1. tal Records 

llisfathc:r WILLIAM TURNAGE Jr, (III) llis~lothcr's~lai<lcnNamr SARAH Will of William Turnage 1848 

His Grandfather WILLIAM _'!'lJKNAGE Jr (II) 1tisGra.ndmuthcr ELIZABETH Will of Bryant Dawtry (Daughtry) 

WIFE' s MAIDEN NAME ( 1) ANN 

When Born 

When Died 

l._822 

l.B..6.-

DAUGHTRY ( DAWTRY , DAUGHERTY) 
Junious H. Turnage Family Bible 

Where Sampson ? County , North Carolina 11 The Trail Blazers", 1935 

Where H9rnett County , North_~Carolina 

When Buried ________________ _ Where 

Sampson Co., NC Deed Records 

1850 Wayne co., NC us census 

1860, 1870, 1880 Harnett Co., Otha llusband1 
Number 1,2, etc. 
lier father BRYANT ( DAWTRY) DAUGHTRY lier ~!other's Maiden Name ______________ _ NC US Census_ __ _ 

lier Grandfather Iler Granrlmother Tombstone Inscri£tions 

Klale CIOLDREN WIIEN BORN WltER.£ BORN State WHEN DIED or (In order of birth) Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED "-~-·-
Who 

M 1 HENRY D TURNAGE 1845 Sampson NC When 
Who 

F 2 ALICE TURNAGE 1846 II II When 
Who ( 1) SARAH ANN STEWART 

M g WILLIAM B . TURNAGE 1851 Wayne II 189 When ( 2' 7\MV ZI. l"' l'\.1\TZI. nv 
Who LYDIA EBANCES STONE 

M 4 CHARLES JAMES TURNAGE 4 June,1852 II II 30Octl917 When 
Who 

F 5 SARAH P . TURNAGE 1854 II When 
Who SARAH JANE SMITH 

M 6 JESSE M. TURNAGE 1856 II 1899 When -:i Zl.11rrnc::t- _ 1 AA? 
\\'ho SARAH ANN AVERA 

M 7 SYLVESTER CARR TURNAGE 126 Oct.,1858 II 22Augl935 q n .,,,r-i::>mhi::> r _ 1884 When 

M 8 JUNIOUS HERMAN TURNAGE 9 Mar.,1861 Harnett II 25Febl898 Who L~~BANIE WHEEr~H When - - S eptemEer, -·--4 

F 9 CORNELIA FRANCES TURNAGE 1863 ( 4) II II 
Who 
When 

DAVID PARRISH 

Who WILLIAM AVERA 
F 10 OBEDIANCE E . ("Beadie11 ) 1866 II II When 

Who 
I 1 When 

Who 
12 (see sheet 2 for other ch ildren) When 

Who 
13 ·-- When 

I . Who -14 l ,, .. ' \\'hen . •• . ' 

~ 
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H USBAN D 'S N A ME 

When Born 

When Died 

JAMES C 

When Buried ---------------
When Married ( 2) 18 6-
0thcr Wives ( 
Number 1,2,etc. see sheet 1) 
His Father 

His G111ndfather 

W I FE' S MAI OEN NAM E ill SARAH E. 
WhenBom __ _ 1841 (1834) 

When Died 24 February, .l..8.ll 
When Buried __________________ _ 

OthCT llu1band1 
Number 1,2,etc. 

Her Father JOHN HODGES 

lier Grandfather 

Male CIIILDREN 
or (In order of binh) 

i:-~--•-

F I MARGARET ANN TURNZ\GE 

M 2 BERT ALLEN TURNAGE 

TURNAGE 

\I here 

\\' here 

\\ he re 

Whe re Harnett County, North Carolina 

llis ~I o ther's ~lai<len Name -----------------
11 is Gr:u" liuu th r r 

\\'here 

\\'here 

Harnett (?)Co •_! 
HODGES 

North Carolina 
North Carolina 

t Hnrnett Co . Where Hodges Chapel Cem . , 

lier Mother's Maiden Name REBECCA ALLEN 
Iler Grandmother _ __________________ _ 

Oate (SHEET 2 of 2) 1985 
Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 
Acld.ress P . o. Box 7446 

- --

Ci1y __ Atlanta Sim Ga . 3 0 3 5 7 
Tl,is in !o nna1ion olH:unc<l fr o111 

Harnett Co . , NC Vital Records 

Hodges Chapel Cemeter y Records 

1870, Harnett Co . , NC Census 
1880 Johnston Co .LNC Census 

WIIEN BORN WHERE BORN State WHEN DIED 
Day Month Year City County o r Cow,try Day Month Year MARR1ED 

Who 
1868 Harnett NC When 

Who LULA TALTON 
Sept.1869 II II 20Mar1952 When 

Who ELIZABETtl BERLINE SMI~ .'.rH 
M 3 JOHN ANDREW TURNAGE ~6 Apr . , 1872 II II 11Jan1940 When 

Who JOSEPH H. GRANGER 
F 4 MARY ELLEN ("Mollv") II 1876 II When 

Who FRANK LEMON 
F 5 LOUISA A. ( 11 Lou" ) TURNAGE 1878 II \\'hen 

Who 

F 6 NELLIE TURNAGE ca 1881 (0)Johnston II 
When 

\\'ho 

7 When --

Who 

8 Wlien 

WllO 

9 \\'h en 

Wllo 
10 When 

Who 

11 When 
Who 

12 When 

Who 
13 When 

Who -
14 When . . 

• 

ll) 
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moved to Marion County, Miss. during the 1840's, with his uncle 
Jesse Turnage's widow and family. Jesse, the other son of = 
Willia,m who went west, settled in western Alabama in the 1830's. 

William's (III) youngest son, James C. Turnage , became a 
minister of the Free Will Baptist Church. James was born 10 
Jan., 1821 in Duplin Co. He moved to Sampson Co. with his 
father in 1835. He married first to Ann Daughtry (Dawtry, 
Daugherty, etc.) . They had 10 known children. Ann was an 
heir in her fathers estate in 1844. James moved in the 1840' s 
first to Goldsboro in Wayne Co. where he worked as a brickmason. 
He and his family lived with a negro family and learned the 
brickmason trade from them. 

James then moved to Harnett Co. and became a minis ter. He 
enlisted in Harnett in the Confederate Army : Company B, 10th 
North Carolina Battalion of Heavy Artillery and later became a 
sergeant. 

After the death of Ann in the 1860's, James married Sarah E. 
Hodges. They had six children; thus James became father of at 
least 16 children, forming a very large branch of the Turnage 
family centered in Harnett and Johnston Counties. James 
organized the Hodges Chapel Free Will Baptist Church in Harnett 
County and was among the first to be buried in its cemetery. 
He was very active in the Free Will Baptist Church in North 
Carolina until his death. 

* * * 

Jesse's son Furney Turnage was born in 1796 in Greene Co. He 
married Sarah ("Sally") (mn unknown) in the 1820' s. Among their 
known children were: Marshall (may be a middle name), John 
Wyatt (Wyatt), Hester ("Hetsey"), Mary Elizabeth , Martha and 
Thomas B. Furney moved to Sampson Co. in the 1830's, about the 
same time his brother William Jr. (III) did. He later moved to 
Wayne Co. where he died in the 1850's. 

Jesse James Turnage and Henry Turnage (b. 1825) may also have 
been sons of Furney but I have not proved this yet . They may 
have been sons of William Jr. (III). 

Furney's son Thomas B. married first to Cynthia Strickland 
and after her death married Nancy Strickland. He had at least 
11 children and adopted a daughter also. Tom and his brother 
John Wyatt both served in the Confederate Army. 

* * * 
Moses Turn anuel , lived 

County. Hem ha Ann Briley . 
Moses was one d rs in 1831 of 
private schoo r Pitt Co . 

his entire life in Pitt 
They had e ight children. 
Contentnea Academy, a 

Each served in the Confederate Army . 
His son Benjamin w. ("Visy") enlisted for the duration of the • 
war on 14 Apr ., 1862 in Company K, 17th North Carolina Volunteer 
Infantry. He died of typhoid at a military hospital in 
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MOSES TURNAGE Oa1e 1 9 85 HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

1790 
1843 

\\'here Pitt Count;i, NQ;r;::th Carolina Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

\\'he re Pitt Count;i, NQr:th Carol ina Address 

Ci1 y 

P . O. Box 7446 
When Buried _____________ ____ _ \\'here Atlanta Sim Ga. 30357 
When Married Ca 18 2 0 
Other Wives 
Number 1,2, etc. 

Where \ Pitt County, North Caro_lina This inlonna1ion 0L1aincd l rom 

His Father EMANUEL 

llis Grandfather 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

MARTHA 

TURNAGE MQTJRNING 

ANN 

TRAVIS Pitt Co., NC Deed Records 
"Sketches of p_i_tt County" 

"Chronicles of Pitt County" 

Lest~r Earl Turna_g_~ Jr. 
"Joiner- Joyner" , Vol . III 

War of 1812 Veteran When Buried ------------------= \\'h'hc 
Other llu1band1 ~ 
Number 1,2, etc. 

lier Father BENJAMIN BRILEY other's Maiden Name _______________ _ 

1820, 1830, 1840 , 1850, 1 860 
Pitt co., NC US Census 

lier Grandfather I lcr Grandmother --Male Cll1LDREN WIIEN DORN WHERE BORN S1a1e WHEN DIED ~ or 
{In order of birth) "-.. Day Month Year City County o r Country Day Month ~ MARRIED Frmal~ 

TURN~ h<c:- Who NANCY JOYNER M I ROBERT EMANUEL 23 Mav ,1821 Pitt .-- 1896 When 

~ 823 ~ Who (1) BROWN F 2 SALITA ANN TURNAGE II 1907 When ( ? ) ,T()~ R P T-T T R.ll.T.TJU~n 

27 ~ ~ Who THOMAS KING F 3 MARTHA ANN TURNAGE II II 1896 Whrn 11 Mav . 1848 
~ t:Wl.nS} I~ .,,,,,-

~ Who EMILY TYSON M 4 MOSES B. TURN 27 Jan.1827 II When 

~ AGE 
Who SHEROD TYSON F 5 NANCY JANE 1830 II II ~ 6 When 

(" ~ •)TURNAGE 
Who HENRY JOYNER F 6 ALICE E. 17 Septl832 II II 
When 

BENJ~ Who ELIZABETH O' NEAL M 7 ( " Visy") 8 Mar.1835 II II 13Auql863 When 
Who RICHARD L. TYSON F 8 MARGARET LOUISE TURNAGE 20 Septl839 40) II II 
When 

Who 9 
When 

10 Who 

When 

11 Who 

When 

12 Who 

When 

15 Who 
When 

14 Who 
\\'hen .. ' .. 

r--­
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Lynchburg , Va. on or about 13 Aug., 1862 . 

Moses' daughter Margaret Louise married Richard Lawrence 
Tyson . Her son, Lawrence Davis Tyson became one of the most 
prominent members of our family. Lawrence was born 4 July, 
1861 In Pitt Co. and died 24 Aug . , 1929. He entered the United 
States Military Academy at West Point at age 17 . He served in 
the Army in the West against the Apache Indians and later 
taught military science at the University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville . He also studied law there and later resigned and 
became an attorney in Knoxville. 

In the Spanish-American War, Lawrence was commissioned Colonel 
of the Sixth u.s. Volunteer Infantry and led a regiment in 
Puerto Rico against the Spanish. He became military governor 
of Puerto Rico after the war . He then returned to Knoxville 
and became a very successful businessman, buying and e s t ablish­
ing several coal mining companies and cotton mills . He also 
bought the Kno xville Sentinel newspaper. He was elected to 
the Tennessee State Legislature as a representative. In World 
War II, Lawrence became a brigadier general . After the war , 
he was elected a senator from Tennessee to the United States 
Congress . He served in the u.s . Senate from 1925- 1931 . 

Moses' daughter Martha Ann married H. Thomas King Sr . One 
of their children, Henry T. King Jr., wrote the first history 
of Pitt County : Sketc hes of Pitt County , Nor th Caro lina . 

* * * 
Elias Turnage Senior, son of Emanuel, was born 1811 in Pitt 

Co. and lived there his entire life. He died there in 1857 . 
Elias Sr . married Louisa Hoskis in the 1820 1 s. They had nine 
children . Elias Sr. was a farmer near Farmville throughout 
his life . 

At least three of Elias Sr. 's sons served in the Confederate 
States Army : Moses, Amos and Joseph John. Both Amos and Joseph 
John were promoted to sergeants . Moses served in the cavalry . 

Joseph John Turnage, born in 1844, died 20 Apr., 1864 at 
Plymouth, NC following the Battle of Plymouth with the yankees. 
He died from wounds received in this battle. 

Elias Junior married Laura E . Ormond and had eight children. 
He became a leading merchant in Ormondsville for more than 30 
years, retiring in 1908. He retained his inte r e st in the 
business, Turnage & Ormond, Merchants but mov ed the n to Ayden. 

Elias Senior ' s s on J ames Emanuel was born Aug ., 1854 and die d 
26 June, 1915. He married Mary Ann ("Mollie") Jackson. They 
had 18 childre n: at l e ast two die d as infants. 
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~ EORGIA 

.. 
S everal Turnage families made Georgia their home during the 

period 1830-1860 . However, only two of them made the state 
their permanent home . 

Henry Turnage was born about 1806 in South Carolina. To date, 
I have been unable to determine who his parents were or exactly 
where in South Carolina he was born. I cannot prove whether he 
was a descendant of William Turnage Sr . of Chesterfield County 
or of John Turnage , or someone else . 

Henry first makes an appearance in Georgia in Baldwin County, 
when he married Elizabeth Minor on 24 May, 1821 . If this is the 
same Henry as in later records , then he got married the first 
time at about age 15 . However , that was not unusual at all (our 
ancestors would laugh at our "new" ideas about teenagers-­
especially the idea they aren't supposed to get married!) . 

I have found no Turnages on the 1830 Georgia Census records. 
In 1840 , a Henry Turnage and John Turnage appear on the Jones 
County US Census. Both were listed in their 20 ' s . Jones Co. 
adjoins Baldwin Co . However, if this Henry was just in his 
20's, he could not be the same Henry who married in 1821 . He 
is shown with two females aged 10- 14 and one female aged 0- 4 . 

My theory is that the age given for this Henry is wrong . 
The appearance of the female under age 4 indicates he had been 
married and apparently his wife had died. The two older females 
could be daughters or sisters. 

Henry must have remarried again in 1840, for by 1850, he had 
moved to Macon in Bibb County and is shown with four more child­
ren: William, Larkin, Sarah and Jefferson but no wife. Henry 
married on 20 Mar. , 1838 in Columbus , Muscogee County , to 
Eliza Cooper. She apparently died about 1847. 

Henry moved to Chattahoochee County sometime during the 18SO's 
and lived there until after the War. He married the third time 
in Chattahoochee Co. to Sarah Ann Nelson on 24 Sept., 1861 . 
Henry served in the Confederate Army during the War . After­
wards, he moved to Columbus and married there to his fourth 
wife, Celestia Knowles on 24 Aug., 1875. 

Henry had three more children: Angeroni, Susan and Willie, 
the last two by his fourth wife. He died in the 1880's in 
Columbus . 

Henry's sons Joseph William, Larkin Sanford and Thomas 
Jefferson all served in the Confe derate Army. 
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Joseph William eventually moved from Columbus to Atlanta. 
He married first to Sarah Frances Kirksey and after her death, 
married Martha E. (mn unknown). He died in Atlanta in 1921. 
Joseph had 10 children. He worked in several small iron mills 
and machine shops in Atlanta, as did his sons briefly. 

Thomas Jefferson also moved to Atlanta but he and his wife 
Sarah ("Sallie") apparently had no surviving children. Larkin 
remained in Columbus and had two daughters. The male Turnage 
line of Henry Turnage has died out in Georgia, in spite of 
Henry having numerous grandchildren. 

* * * 
The other family who remained in Georgia permanently was 

that of Emanuel Turnage and his brother, William Edward. Emanuel 
was born 10 Sept., 1831 in Duplin County, the oldest son of 
Kinchen. 

Emanuel married the firs t time about 1851, probably in Florida . 
His first wife is unknown. They had two children. His wife died 
in 1854, perhaps in childbirth and Emanuel then married Rebecca 
Sellers in Jackson County, Florida on 30 Dec., 1854. By 1860, 
his first two children were living with another family (in-laws?). 
These two children may have been adopted by another family; I 
have never discovered what happend to them. 

Emanuel and Rebecca had 8 children, all of them born in 
Jackson Co. Rebecca died sometime during the 1870's and is 
buried in the old Cowpen Pond Church Cemetery in Jackson Co. 

Emanuel moved across the Chattahoochee River into what was 
then Decatur County, Georgia during the 1870's and bought a 
farm on the river. The Chattahoochee was a major waterway for 
a large region stretching from the Gulf of Mexico as far as 
Columbus, Ga. It was a major artery for steamboats at the time, 
with both passengers and freight moving on it. Ships went up 
the Flint River to the county seat at nearby Bainbridge and up 
the Chattahoochee to Columbus on regular schedules. The two 
rivers joined just south of Emanuel ' s farm to form the 
Apalachicola River which emptied into the Gulf at the port of 
Apalachicola , Florida. 

Emanuel established a ferry across the river as well as a 
steamboat landing. Turnage Ferry became a profitable business 
for Emanuel . He also supplied firewood for the steamboats and 
Turnage Landing became a regular stop for all ships. Ship 
schedules printed at the time list Turnage Landing along with 
large cities. 

Emanuel married Nancy R. Tyson on 1 May , 1880 and they had 
5 children. Emanuel established the Turnage Family Cemetery 
on his farm and is buried there. After his death, the Turnage 
Ferry and his farm was owned by his son Daniel B. and after 
Daniel's death, his widow sold the farm and ferry . The new 
owner changed the name of historic Turnage Ferry and Landing 
to Butler 's Ferry . 
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Emanuel enlisted in Company E, 6th Florida Regiment of 
Infantry and served in several military campaigns during the 
War for Southern Independence. He applied for and received a 
Confederate veteran's pension in Nov., 1909. 

* * * 
After the death of Kinchen, his widow Matilda and youngest 

children Frances and William E. moved south and joined Emanuel. 
William Edward Turnage was born in March, 1853 in Duplin Co. 
He married Charlotte Anne Crowson in Decatur County, Georgia on 
19 June, 1887. "Annie" was the daughter of Moses Crowson, a 
Confederate veteran and Malinda Odom. 

William bought a 250 acre farm near his brother and farmed 
there the rest of his life. He cleared virgin slash pine sev~ral 
stories tall and giant live oaks to establish fields for crops. 

William died during the great world flu epidemic, on either 
11 or 18 Oct., 1918. He is buried at the Turnage Family Cemetery 
on Emanuel's farm. Annie died at Chattahoochee, Florida in 
August, 1958 and is buried at Spring Creek Baptist Church in 
Seminole County, near where their farm was. 

William's farm was sold by his widow in 1927 and the majority 
of it is now under the waters of 37,500 acre Lake Seminole. 

Today, in 1985, the Turnage name has almost disappeared from 
Seminole County. Only one Turnage family remains there, along 
with several descendants of Turnage girls who bear other family 
names. The descendants of the two Turnage brothers have 
scattered across the nation over the last several decades. 
Only the silent tombstones in the Turnage Family Cemetery bear 
testimony to more than 100 years of Turnage family life in this 
area. 

* * * 
James Louis Turnage Senior lived in Georgia for several years 

before moving westward. James first married about 1834. This 
wife died in the 1840's and is still unknown to me. They had 
four children: Margaret, James Louis Turnage Jr., Hannah and 
Cicero. According to family tradition, he lived first in 
Columbus, where he helped construct a cotton mill. He then 
moved to Coweta County, where he is listed on the 1840 US Census. 

Sometime during the 1840's, he moved back to Columbus, where 
he married on 30 May , 1847 to Mary Elizabeth Hyatt . They then 
moved to Cherokee Co., Ala . where they were living in 1850 0 
Mary had one known child: Elijah Cornelius, born in Alabama. 

James enlisted at Columbus on 29 Aug ., 1862 in Company C, 
46th Regiment of Georgia Volunteer Infantry. He was captured 
at Marietta, Ga. during the Atlanta campaign, by yankees and 
was imprisoned at Camp Douglas, Ill., where he died of chronic 
diarrhoea. 
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USBAND'S NAME 
EMANUEL 

WhenBom 10 September, 1831 
WhenDied 18, 25,27 or 29 Mar.1912 

TURNAGE 

ll'hm Duplin County, North Carolina 
w1im Decatu~ (Seminole ) Co •• Georgia 

nm (SHEET 1 of 2) 19 85 

Compiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

Acldress P • 0. Box 7 4 4 6 

When Buried ____________________ Where Turnage Cemetery, Seminole Co.Ga, Ci ty Atlanta State Ga. 30357 

When Married ( 1) ca 18 51 ( 2 ) 3 0 Dec . 18 5 4 
Other Wivea 
Number 1,2,etc. _j_JJ_ name unknown 

TURNAGE 
TURNAGE 

Where (l) (2)Jackson co., EJa. 

llis t.lother's t.la.iden Name MATILDA RASBURY 
FRANCES 

This in£onnation obtained from 

JackQon Co •• Ela. :\Zita l Becords 
Decatur Co ., Ga. Vital Records 

lli• Father KINCHEN 
llis Grandfather JESSE -------------- llis Grandmother 

VIFE' 5 MAIDEN NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

(2) REBECCA 

l.BA_Q Where 

187- Where J:ackson 

SELLERS Florida Military Records 

North C2.ro1ina Decatur Co o , Ga. Deed Records 

County, Florida Decatur Co . , Ga. Estate Recs . 

WhenBuried ________________ \\'hm Cowpen Pond Cemetery , Jackson Ca.Gordon w. Turnage 
Other lluaba.nd, • 
Number 1,2,m. 1850 Duplin Co., NC Census 

lier Father 

lier Grandfather 

Male CIDLDREN 
or (In order of binh) 

~•rm-I• 

M I WILLIAM J. TURNAGE 

F 2 SUSANNA TURNAGE 

M ! JAMES M. TURNAGE 

F • FRANCES CATHERINE TURNAGE 

M 5 MATHEW TURNAGE 

F 6 STALLIE ANN TURNAGE 

M 7 DANIEL B. TURNAGE 

F 8 ELLEN TURNAGE 

M 9 LUDEN TURNAGE 

M to RUDOLPHUS D. ( 
11 Duf f 11

) 

11 

12 (see sheet 2 for other ch 

13 ,, . . ---

lier Mother', Maiden Name-------------- 1860, 1870 Jackson Co . Fl. Cens . 

lier Grandmother ----------------- 18 8 o , 19 o o , l 9 J o Decatur Co . Cen. 

WHEN BORN WIIER£ BORN State WILEN DIED 
Day Month Year City County or Country Day Month Year MARRIED 

1852 Jackson Fla o 
Who 
When 

Who 
1854 Decatur Ga. When 

Who 
1856 Jackson Fla. When 

Who CHAE.LES B. . COLEMAN 
1859 II II 1888 When 14 June . 1 R77 

Who :\ZABIN8 Q. E8IBCI.OTH 
1861 II II J 88- When ]] Ill •vculhi:>I 1884 

H 

Who J. BENTLEY BBOWN 
1865 II II 193- When g October , 1884 

Mar.,1867 11 II Dec.1930 
Who EBISCII.I.A E. 
\\'hen 4 October L 

NICHOI,S 
1888 

Who CH8BLES B. COI,EMAN 
28 APr .1869 II II 14Aprl954 When 6 September , 1888 

Who died young 
1870 11 II 18 When 

Who LULA NICHOLS 
Dec .1872 II II Jr1nl C}?c; When 3 FPhruri.rv . l R g R 

Who 

When 
Who 

ldren) When 

Who 
When 

IJ \i .. ,, • Who . -"'" - . -

.... 
0 

"' 



HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

When Buried 

EMANUEL 

---------------
Wh c n Ma.med ( 3) 1 May, 
Other Wives 
Number 1,2,ctc. 

Hi• Father 

His Grandfathc.r 

WIFE'S MAIDEN NAME 

When Born 

When Died 

When Buried 

(3) NANCY 
October , 

1880 

Ro 

1857 

--------------------0th CT llu1band1 
Number 1,2, etc. 

Her Father 

lier Grandfather -----------------

TURNAGE 

\\'here 

\\'here 

Where 

Where Decatur Count.Y.t Geor_g_ia 

llis ~!o t her's ~laitlcn Nam~ 

llis Grandniothn 

\\'here 

Where 

\\"here 

lier Mother's ~faiden Name 

11 er Grandmother 

TYSON 
Geor_g:ia 

------------------
- ---------------------

nm (SHEET 2 of 2) 19 85 
Co mpiler ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 

Address P . 0. Box 7 4 4 6 

Cit y Atlanta State G~ . 30357 
T his informatio n otJtaincu from 

Decatur Co., Ga . Vital Records 

Hilli~rd Turnage, interview 
Cullen G • . Coleman , interview 

Turnage Family Cernt. Records 

MaJe CIIlLDREN WllEN BORN WHERE BORN State WILEN OlED or 
I'~--·- (In order of binh) Day Month Year Cit y County or Cowllry Day Month Year MARRJED 

Who WINNI E TRAWICK 
M 1 LEON TURNAGE 9 June ,1882 Decatur Ga . 26Febl928 When ? R Mr1r~h . 1909 

Who WILLIAM TYSON 
F 2 DICIE TURNAGE 188 (area now II 

When 7 Julv . 1898 
Who 

F ll THADIE TURNAGE 188 part of " When 

Who CHRIS 
M 4 RUFUS R. TURNAGE June,1891 Seminole Co) " 196 When 

Who ( 1) DELIA JOHNSON 
M 5 HILLIARD TURNAGE 110 Mav, 1893 II " 21Novl968 When t:".. l\ll"\1•-~h-..- l Q 16 

Who ( 2) WAVA hn1'1AT.~ON 
6 When ') c--. ... --............. 1939 . 

Who 
7 When 

Who 
8 When 

Who 
9 When 

Who 
10 When 

Who 
11 When 

Who 
12 

When 

Who 
Ill When 

Who 
14 , . , , . - . •-· ... i. 

-----

M 
0 
r-l 



HUSBAND'S NAME 

When Born 

WILLIAM 

March , 

Whcn Oicd 11 (18) October , 

EDWARD 

1853 

l.9.l.8. 

II Bill " ) TURNAGE 
Wloerc 

Om 1985 

Compiler 

Address 

ROBERT EARL WOODHAM 
P.O . Box 7446 

When Buried ______________ _ 

\\'here 

\\'here 

Where 

Duplin County , North Carolina 
Spring Creek , Semi nole Co , Ga. 
Turnage Cemetery, Semino l e Ca City Atlanta State Ga . }Q~ 7 

When Married 19 June , 
Other Wives 
Number 1,2, etc. 

lillU 

m, Father KINCHEN TURNAGE 
ms Grandfather JESSE TURNAGE 

WI FE' s M A I DEN N AME CHARLOTTE ANNE 

When Born 4 January 1 18 6 8 
WhcnDied 24 (14) August , 1958 

Decatur County , Georgia 

llis ~!o ther's ~laic.Jen N,un~ MATILDA RASBURY 
Iii, Grandmother ... E~B .... A~N~C~E~S..._ _____________ _ 

( "Annie" l CROWSON 

Tl,is inConnatio n obtainec.J from 

Decatur Co., Ga . Vital Records 

Decatur Co., Ga . Estate Recs . 
Decatur Co. , Ga . Deed Records 

When Buried _______________ _ 

\\'here 

Where 

Where 

Gadsden County , Florida Gordon w. Turnage , interviews 
Chattahoochee , Gadsden co •• Fla . Della Turnage, interviews 
Spring Creek Bapt. cemt . Seminole cemetery records 

Other llu1band1 
Number 1,2, etc. 

lier Father MOSES CROWSON 
lier Grandfather 

Male CIDLDR£N or 
(In order of birth} 

___i'c-•·· 

F 1 DAISY TURNAGE 

M 2 GORDON WILLIAM TIJRN~r.F. 
F , FLORENCE TURNAGE 

F 4 DELLA TURNAGE 
M 5 CLEVELAND TURNAGE 

M 6 ALFRED TURNAGE 

M 7 GENONI TURNAGE 

8 

9 

JO 

11 

12 

13 - -

1860 , . 1870 Duplin . Co., NC .Cen. 
lier Mother's M.iidcn Name MALT ND A ODOM 1880 , 1900 , 1910 Decatur Co . , 

Ga . us Census lier Grandmother __________________ _ 

WHEN BORN WIIER£ BORN State 
Day Month Year City County or Cow1try 

22 !Spring Creek , 
20 Nov .1889 n,:,~;::it-11 r Ga . 

14 Septl891 (now part of II 

4 Nov. 1893 Seminole Co) II 

11 Mav . lRqi:; II 1 11 

Aug . 1898 II II 

18 Dec . 1900 " " 
15 Aor . 1904 II II 

.. " 

WllEN DIED 
Day Month Y car 

IJ.4 
7 Aug . 1970 

8 ,Tnn,:, l q71. 

16Apr. 1942 

Julvl980 

lr-"l lQM 

Apr . 1942 

l9Mayl958 

MARRIED 

Who JAMES GORDON 
I-' 
0 

B .i::. BARBEE 
When d .T;:in11;:irv 1906 
Who ( 1) MAMIE JOHNSON 1910 
When(?) PC::'PJ.:IPO MH'RTUSON 
Who JAMES S . MURKISON 
When 26 June . 1910 
Who ARTHUR C, BRASWELL 
When ?? n,:,,-.omh,:,,,.. 1913 
Who died young 
When 

Who ALLIE MAE ODOM 
When 3 ,T;:inn;,irv _ 1q1q 
Who ALMA H2W~1 When ?n :n_ 11n11 Cf-

Who -
When 

Who • 
When 

Who 
When 

Who 

When 
Who 

When 

Who 
When 

..., ' . • Who ·-
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Zachariah Turnage, son of William Jr. (III) and his wife 
~lso lived in Georgia briefly. Zachariah married Julia E. 
Norris on 25 Nov., 1835 in Stewart County, Georgia. They had 
five daughters, the first three of whom were born in Stewart 
Co. In the early 1840's, Zachariah left Georgia and moved to 
Marshall County, Miss . 

The William Turnage who lived in Jones County later moved 
to Talbot County, where he married Rebecca Moody on 21 Dec., 
1837. William and Rebecca had at least one son, William Riley 
Turnage, born 1839 in Talbot Co. William later moved to 
Columbus and then to Arkansas, according to family tradition. 
I have been unable to find any record of him in Columbus. 

John Turnage lived in Jones Co . and apparently married there. 
His first wife must have died young, for in 1850, he was in 
Stewart Co., Ga. and his wife, listed only as M.A., was 21 
years old. He married Martha Wilkins in 1846 in Houston Co. 

* * * 
Henry Turnage, a nativ'e of South Carolina , moved to Columbus 

sometime in the 1840's. I have yet to learn who his parents 
were. He married Jane Elizabeth Armstrong in Columbus on 27 
May, 1847. This Henry was born ca 1831. Henry and Elizabeth 
had at least three children: Mary A. , Susannah and Isaac. All 
were born in Columbus. 

The 1860 US Census of Columbus reveals when Henry left home 
and disappeared. Henry and Elizabeth were listed with their 
children living in the Shingle Hill District of Muscogee County . 
He was a carpenter, owned no real estate and had $20 worth of 
personal property. Later, in June that year, the census 
counted Elizabeth as living with her children in the Wynnton 
district (now part of Columbus). She was listed as a farmer. 

I have never found any other records on this Henry. Sometime 
during the 1860's, Elizabeth also left Columbus. Their son 
Isaac eventually moved to Texas and died there in Upshur County 
on 11 Aug., 1898. 

* * * 
Elias c. Turnage lived briefly in Georgia during the 1830's 

before returning to North Carolina. During the Creek Indian 
war of 1836, Elias c. was among men called up for active military 
service with the 36th Regiment of Georgia Militia from Pulaski 
County. The unit was sent to Fort Twiggs at Hartford, Ga., 
where he appears on a muster roll dated 28 May, 1836. 

* * * 
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Jesse Turnage was among the first to 
Alabama. He and Darlis Turnage are 

of Sumter County. Darlis is shown as 
This would appear to be the mother of 

settle permanently in 
listed on the 1840 Census 
a female , aged in her 50's. 
Jesse . 

Jesse and his wife are shown in their 30's, with two sons 
and two daughters, all under age 15. Jesse apparently died 
sometime during the 1840's. His wife Catherine is shown on 
the 1850 Census of Choctaw Co. , Ala., living with "D." Turnage 
who is shown as a male this time. Jesse and Catherine's two 
sons Joseph and Irvin (Ervin) were ~iving with D. and Catherine . 

• 

• 

Irvin married Josephine (mn unknown) and had seven children. ' 
He lived the rest of his life in Choctaw County and died there 
in 1926. 

I have not discovered who the Darlis is nor I have 
I been able to straighten out whether this was a man or woman. 

* * * 
James Louis Turnage Sr. and his family moved from Georgia to 

Cherokee County, Ala. sometime during the 1840's. He is shown 
on the 1850 Cherokee Census as a blacksmith. His youngest 
child Elijah Cornelius is shown as one year old and born in 
Alabama. 

* * * 
Sometime in the 1830 's, Richard Turnage settled in Wilcox 

County. He is shown on the 1840 Census there , both he and his 
wife were in their 40's and then had three sons and one daughter. 
None of them were listed in Alabama by 1850 and it is my belief 
Richard may have died prior to 1850 and his children moved to 
Mississippi afterward. 

* * * 
During the 1840's, Carney Turnage Senior settled in Barbour 

County, Ala. with his family. Carney was born in North Carolina 
in 1805. I have not determined positively just who his parents 
were but believe he was a son of George Hobbs Turnage and Mary 
Abbott . 

Carney Sr. married Emeliza ("Liza") Causey on 15 June, 1831 
in Edgecombe Co., NC. They had six children, the first three 
born in Edgecombe Co.: Martha , William H., Frances , Phillip, 
Louisa and Wiley L. The last three were born in Barbour Co . 

Emeliza died in 1852 and Carney married Ann Smith on 28 Mar., 
1852 in Barbour Co. They had si~ children, all born in Barbour 
Co.: Moses, Julia, Mary , Malissa , Carney Jr. and Morning . 
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